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1659.  The  first  notice  relating  to  the  settlement  ol  Meiidon 
may  be  found  in  Vol.  4,  Pai-t  1,  p.  376  of  the  Massaeliusetts 
(printed)  Records,  and  is  as  follows;— 

At  the  Second  Session  of  the  General  Court,  held  at  BoBtoa  May  38, 
1659— 

"In  ana'  to  the  peticon  of  the  towne  of  Bcaintrje,  humbly  desiring 
some  reieife  relating  to  sev"  pecaons  brought  by  Hie  owners  of  the  iron 
works,  yi  are  likely  to  be  chargeable  to  them,  especially  in  relation  to  Jno. 
Francis,  his  poore  condition  calling  for  present  reieife,  &c,,  this  Court 
referrs  this  part  of  their  peticon  to  the  next  County  Court  in  Suflolbe, 
where  all  partjes  conceraed  may  have  liberty  to  present  Oieire  respective 
pleas  and  evidence ;  and  in  reference  to  theii-e  desire  of  a  iiew  plantatioii,  tlie 
Court  Judgeth  it  meete  to  graunt  them  liberty  to  seeke  out  a  place  and 
presente  theire  desires  w"'  the  names  of  such  peisons  as  will  engage  to 
carry  on  siieh  a  worke,  vnto  the  next  sessions  of  this  Court." 

"In  answer  to  the  peticon  of  Samuel  Basse,  (the  Towne  of  Braintrje 
having  peticoned.  for  a  new  plantation},  it  is  ordered,  that  the  peticoner, 
w""  his  sonnes,  may  have  liberty  to  joyne  w""  those  of  his  neighbo's  w"'' 
will  carry  on  such  a  worke,  w"!  allowance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
w'^n  the  bounds  of  the  sjad  plantation,  mot'e  than  his  just  proportion  w"' 
the  vest  of  his  neighbours." 

The  next  session  of  the  General  Court  was  held  Nov.  13;  but 
no  mention,  is  made,  in  its  records,  of  any  action  upon  the 
"  petition  of  the  towne  of  Braintrje,"  except  the  following, 
which  may  be- found  on  p.  398; — 

' '  In  answer  to  .y°  peticon  of  Gregory  Belcher,  it  is  ordered  that,  whereas, 
at  the  last  session  of  this  Court  there  was  a  plantation  granted  to  several!  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Braintry  where  they  could  find  it  vngraunted  in  this 
jurisdiction,  that  the  peticoner  shall  be  accomodated,  togetlier  with  his 
neighbors  w""  such  a  proportion  of  land  as  shall  be  thought  meete  by  those 
y'  have  the  dispose  thereof." 
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Why  Samuel  Basse  should  have  "one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
more  than  his  just  proportion  with  the  rest  of  his  neighbours," 
cannot,  at  this  late  day,  he  very  certaiuly  deteiinined.  He  was 
a  Deputy  fi'om  Braintree  in  1654,  aud  served  on  a  Committee 
in  1665,  with  Gapt.  Thos.  Savage,  Eleazer  Lusher,  Mr.  Colicott, 
Mr.  Wra.  Pai-ks  and  Thomas  Dyer,  to  see  about  building  a  cart 
bridge  over  Neponset  river  in  some  place  near  Oapt.  Stoughten's 
mill,  and  was  a  Deputy  again  in  1657  and  1659.  We  find,  not 
unfrequentlj,  in  the  early  history  of  the  Colony,  that  the  Gen- 
eral Conrfc  made  grants  of  land  to  those  persons  who  had  been 
serviceable  to  the  public,  and  when  we  reflect  that  the  members, 
of  the  General  Court  did  not,  in  those  times,  vote  themselves 
five  dollai-s  a  day,  the  gi-ant  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  ot 
wild  land,  with  the  Nipmuck  Indians  for  neighbors  and  fifteen 
miles  from  the  nearest  settlement,  will  not  be  thought  a  very 
exorbitant  remuneration  for  services  performed  at  the  bidding 
of  the  General  Coui-t. 

l66o.  From  this  time  nothing  more  is  heard  of  "the  petition 
of  the  toivne  of  Braintrje;"  but,  at  an  adjourned  session  of  the 
General  Court  held  in  Boston,  October  16, 1660,  we  find  a  peti- 
tion from  "such  persons  as  will  engage  to  can-y  on  snch  a 
work,"  and  to  which  the    General    Court   made   the  fnllowm^ 


"  In  answer  to  the  Peticon  of  Hie  inhabitants  of  Braintry,  i,  e  Grcgorv 
Belchar,  James  Penneman,  Th.°  Mekina,  Moaea  Pi^^ne,  Edm*  QuinBey 
Robe''t  Twelves  &  Peter  Bracltett,  the  Court  Judgeth  it  meete  to  eneouiage 
the  petitioners  to  proceede  in  thiere  selling,  themselves,  &  on.  rtWt  imniHor 
with  them,  in  the  place  desired  for  a  new  plantation,  w^in  thierc  time 
Ijmitted;  and  that  those  that  heginne  the  sjad  plantation  may  not  want 
due  encouragement  in  theire  accomodation,  &  yett  the  place  preserved 
from  vnnecessary  wast,  it  is  ordered,  that  Capt  Dani  Qookia,  M'  W" 
Parkea,  Left  Roger  Clap;  Ephraim  Child,  &  W"  Stiltson,  or  any  tbree  of 
them,  shall  be  &  hereby  are  appointed  a  comittee  &  hetehy  ijapowercd  to 
appoint  vnto  each  inhabitantt  here,  any  time  w'^n  this  three  yeeres,  as  they 
shall  see  meete,  &  that  when  a  full  number  of  persons  appeare,  thia  Court 
will,  on  the  comittees  imformatlou,  order  them  due  bounds,  Ib  further 
ans'  to  sayd  Braintry  peticoii  the  Court  declares,  that  they  judge  meete  to 
graunt  a  plantaeon  of  eight  miles  square,  and  that  the  persons  named  have 
liberty  to  enter  there  vpon  &  make  a  beginning  thereof,  and  to  take  such 
persons  into  theire  society  as  they  shall  judge  meete  &  that  Major  Hum- 
phray  Atherton,  Left  Roger  dap,  Oapt  Eiiazer  Lusher  &  Deacon  Parkes, 
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;  appointed  Comiesio",  &  impow- 

Of  the  committee  above  mentioned,  Gookin  was  of  Cambridge, 
Parkes  of  Roxbury,  Clap  of  Dorchester,  Child  of  Watertown  and 
.  Stiltson  of  Charlestown.  Of  the  Commissioners,  Atherton  and 
Clap,;Of  Dorchester,  Lusher  of  Dedham  and  Parkee  of  Koxbury, 

Peter  Braekett,  one  of  the  petitioners,  was  a  Deputy  in  the 
General  Ooorfc,  this  year,  from  Braintree. 

So  far  as  is  known  the  Commissioners  above  mentioned  held 
no  meeting  until  May  22,  1662;  when  a  meeting  wae  held,  and 
the  following  rules  and  regulations,  "  in  regai-d  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Plantation  gi-anted  at  Netmocke  "  were  ordained,  as 
follows,  viz: — 

"  DoncHKSTER,  22:  5: 1663. 

"Wee  whose  names  aie  hereuc  to  subscribed,  being  the  Oonmiittee  Impow- 
ered  \iy  the  General  Coucte  to  assist  the  ordering  and  setling  the  Plantation 
granted  at  Netmocke,  doe  agree  and  declare  aa  followeth,  viz;-.- 

1.  That  the  Divisions  of  land  there  shall  be  by  these  ensuing  Rules, 
that  one  hundred  pounds  estate  be  granted  one  liundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
Land,  viz:  Thirty  acres  to  the  house  Lott&  t*nn  acors  of  meadow  and  five 
acors  of  Swampy  or  low  land,  being  capable  of  being  made  meadow,  and 
more,  one  hundred  and  five  acora  for  the  greale  lott ;  and  according  to  this 
proportion  for  all  estates  be  they  more  or  lesse,  and  this  to  be  the  Rule  for 
the  division  of  all  the  lands  of  the  Plantation  that  shall  be  devided  before 
the  place  or  the  people  there  shall  be  allowed  to  be  a  Townahipe  and  enjoy 
the  privUedges  thereof. 

2.  That  the  public  charges  allready  disbursed,  or  that  shall  be  disburaed 
before  the  time  of  Town  priviledgea  aforesaid  shall  be  borne  and  defrayed 
according  to  the  proportion  of  Aiotm"  provided  as  before  said, 

3.  The  persons  whose  names  are  presented  being  (as  wee  understand)  of 
honest  and  good  report  are  accepted  and  allowed  to  take  up  alotm"  in  said 
Plantation. 

4.  That  it  shall  not  be  in  the  power  of  an  Inhabitant  now  accepted  or 
hereafter  to  be  accepted  before  the  time  of  priviledges  aforesaid,  to  sell, 
lease  or  alienate  his  said  Alotmt.  or  any  part  or  parcell  thereof  to  any 
person  whatsoever  w^'out  the  consent  or  aprobation  of  the  major  part  of 
the  Inhabitants,  or  of  those  then  chosen  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  the  Plan- 
tation upon  penaltie  of  forefeiting  to  the  said  Plantation  ail  and  every  pte. 
and  pcell  so  sold  or  alienated. 

5.  There  shall  be  an  able  and  aproved  Minutm-  settled  w"!  them  there 
according  to  the  order  of  Courle  in  that  case  made  and  provided. 

6.  That  whereas  experience  shows  it  not  to  be  the  beat  Expedient  for 
Transaction  of  Publiclc  worke  to  be  left  to  the  whole  Number  of  Inhabi- 
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tants,  wee  therefore  advise  that  the  said  Inhabitants  aow  accepted  should 
ia  their  first  opportunity  make  choice  of  5  or  7  meete  pereons  for  the  man- 
agement of  ther  said  occasions  for  the  spice  of  tne  \ear  and  tliaf  Mr. 
Peter  Brackett  and  Ensigne  Moses  Fame  Ije  Z  >f  them  and  the  men  so 
chosen  shotdd  have  tlie  whole  power  of  a^'ceptmg  Inliahitdnts  ind  lis- 
posing  Lauds  according  to  the  HuleiS.  itmvc  written 

7.  And  whereas  it  appears  that  the  sd  Hr  Brackett  fe  Mr  Paine  hath 
already  taken  much  paynes  and  bea  at  chaiges  to  premote  this  Planfetiun, 
and  wee  supposemustjett  continue  theire  assistance  therein,  wee  judge  hut 
iust  and  equall  fJiat  each  of  them  be  gratified  w'li  convenient  ffarmes  of 
uplands  and  meadow  proportionable  to  the  quantities  of  each  in  the  plan- 
tation to  be  layed  out  to  them  at  convenient  distance  from  the  seat  of  the 
Towne,  that  is,  not  less  than  two  miles,  and  in  such  places  as  they  shall 
accept  and  that  the  quantitle  of  these  be  not  above  800  acors  to  each  of  them. 

8.  It  is  also  further  agi'eed  and  ordered  that  each  of  the  persons  now 
accepted  to  alottmis  tJiere  and  all  others  that  shall  be  ao  accepted  before 
the  time  of  obtayning  Town  priviledges  shall  be  settled  at  the  said  Planta- 
tion before  the  end  of  the  7  month  1668  w"!  these  persons  and  estates. 


Then 


is  of  tlie  perse 


John  Moore 
George  Aldridge 
■  Nathaniel  Hareman 
Alexander  Plumbly 
Mathlas  Puffer 
John  Woodland 
Pardinandce  Teai'e 
Dannell  Lovett 
John  Harber 
Josiah  Chapin 
Joseph  Penieman 
John  Savill 
Jolm  Qumey 
These  are  of  Brantree, 


William  Saibi.ei 


as  followelb,  viz; — 
Goodman  King,  senior, 
Walter  Cook 
William  Holbrook 
Joseph  White 
Goodman  Thompson 
Goodman  Rayner  (Tlie  Minister) 
Goodman  Bolter,  senior, 
Abraliam  Staples 
Samil,  Pratt 
Thomiis  Bolter 
Tliese  of  Weymoutli. 


Subscribed  by  us, 

El.lR.    LlISMEK 

RooEH  Clap 
William  Pauke, 


William  Holbr 
Josiah  Chapin 
John  BAYNEit 
John  Harber 


Inasmuch  as  the  "  Plantation  at  Netmocke  "  Jiad  no  corporate 
existence  at  this  time,  the  Indian  deed  of  the  "eight  miles 
eqware,"  which,  it  eeemB,  had  been  already  gi-anted  by  the  Gen- 
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eral  Court,  was  made  to  Moses  Payne  aud  Peter  Bra«kett,  who 
afterwards,  in  1670,  assigned  their  rights  to  the  Town. 

The  Indian  deed  was  partially  executed  on  the  22d  of  April,' 
1663,  a  few  days  before  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  above 
mentioned;  but  was  not  fully  completed  until  Sept.  8,  1662, 
when  "  Great  John  set  to  his  hand  and  seal  and  delivered  the 
deed  to  Moaes  Payne  and  Peter  Brackett." 

THE  INDIAN  DEED. 
To  all  Xpian  people  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  Anawassaaaiike, 
alls  John,  and  Quashaamiit,  allis  William,  of  Blewe  Hills,  and  Great  John, 
Namsconont  and  TJpanbohqueen,  allia  Jacob  of  Natick,  sendeth  Greeting: 
Know  Tee  that  the  said  Anawassanauhe,  Quashaamiit,  Great  John,  Nam- 
aconont  and  Upanbohqueen  for  divers  good  and  vallewable  considerations 
them,  theere  unto  Moovinge  and  especiall  for  and .  in  consideration  of  tbe 
summe  of  twenty  fower  pound  Ster.  to  them  in  hand  payd  by  Moses  Payne 
and  Peter  Brackett  both  of  Brantre  the  receipt  whereof  they  doe  acknowl- 
edg  by  these  presents,  and  thereof  and  every  part  and  parceU  thereof,  doth 
exonerate,  acquitt  and  dischat^  them  the  said  Mosea  Payne  and  Peter 
Brackett,  there  heyrea  and  assignea  forever  by  these  presents,  Hath  ^ven, 
granted,  bargained,  sould,  enfeoffed  &  confirmed  onto  Moses  Payne  & 
Peter  Brackett  of  Braintre  afore  said  there  heyrea  and  asaignes  for  ever,  A 
Tract  of  Lands  of  Eight  Miles  square  lying  about  fifteen  miles  from  Med- 
fleld;  and  is  bounded  one  MiUe  to  the  east  of  a  small  river  wot  lyeth  about 
three  Millea  to  the  Eastward  of  Nipmng  Great  Pond  and  ao-from  the  line 
of  one  Mille  on  the  East  of  that  small  River  is  to  runn  eight  Milles  West  or 
Westerly  and  ia  to  lye  three  milles  to  the  south  or  southward  of  the 
Parth  that  leads  to  Nipmugg  Great  Pond  and  five  Milles  on  the  other  side  of 
that  Partlf  north  or  Northwai'ds  together  with  all  the  trees  and  timber, 
woods,  nnderwoods  standing,  lyeing  and  growinge  thereon,  w""  all  the 
meadows,  swamps,  Elvers  aud  Brooks  lypjng  within  the  'd  eight  milles 
square  W^  with  all  other  privileges  and  appurtenances  belonginge  or  any 
ways  apertayninge  there  unto  Tn  Have  and  1o  Houid  the  said  Eight 
Milles  square  as  it  is  Ijounded,  Together  with  all  the  trees  and  timber  with 
the  underwoods  standing,  lyeing  and groweingeUiereonWn ally" Meadows, 
Swamps,  Rivers,  and  Ponds  and  Brooke  lyeinge  wtt  in  this  eight  milles 
square  as  it  ia  bounded  wft  all  other  privileges  and  aperteoancea  belonging 
or  any  wayes  apertayning.there  unto  unto  the  said  Moses  Payne  and  Peter 
Brackett  theire  heires  and  assigns  for  evei',  and  to  thcire  only  proper 
use  and  behoofe  of  them  the  a*  Moaes  Payne  and  Peter  Brackett, 
theire  heyers  and  asaignes  forever,  to  be  holden  in  fee  Sockage  and 
in  Capetye  nor  by  Knights  service.  And  the  said  Anawassanauke, 
allia  John,  and  Quashaamiit  allia  William,  Great  John,  Namaconont  allia 
Peoter'and  Upanbohqueen  allis  Jacob  dotli  covenant,  promise  and  grant  by 
these  presents  that  they  the  sd  Anawasaanauke,  Quashaamiit,  Great  John, 
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Namsconont  &  Upanboliqueen  are  the  true  and  proper  owners  &  proprie- 
tors of  the  sdbargayned  premises  at  the  time  of  the  bargayne&  sale  tliereof 
and  that  the  said  premises  are  free  and  clere  &  clerely  acquitted,  exonerated 
&  discliarged  of  tor  &  from  all  and  all  manner  of  former  bargayness,  sales, 
gifts,  titles,  mortg^es,  actions,  suits,  arrests,  attachments.  Judgments,  ex- 
ecutions, extent  or  incombraace  what  soever  from  the  be^nning  of  the 
World  untD  the  time  of  the  Sale  and  bargayne  thereof.  And  the  said 
Anawassanauke,  Quashaamiit,  Great  John,  Kamsconont  &  Upanbohqucen 
Dotli  covenant,  promise  and  grant  by  these  presents  aD  and  singular  the 
said  bargained  premises  w"'  the  appurtenances  to  warrant,  acquit  &  defend 
unto  the  sd  Mosss  Payne  and  Peter  Brackett  there  heyrea  &  assignes  forever 
against  all  Indians  or  English  people  by  from  or  under  them  clayming  any 
right,  title  or  interest  of  or  into  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  forever  by 
these  presents,  and  that  it  shaU  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  sd 
Moses  Payne  &  Peter  Brackett  to  Record  &  enroll  or  cause  to  be  recorded 
and  enrolled  the  title  or  Tenor  of  these  presents  accoi'ding  fo  the  true  intent 
&  meaning  thereof  and  according  to  the  usual  manner  and  ordei'  of  record- 
ing Deeds  &  evidences  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

In  Wittnes  whereof  tlie  said  Anawassanauke,  Quashaamiit,  Great  John, 
iN^amsconont  and  Upanbohqueen  have  sett  to  theere  hands  &  seales  this 
twenty  two  of  Apriil  one  thousand  sis  hundred  and  sixty  two. 

The  words  "by  from  or  under  them"  in  the  sixt  line,  as  also  that  the 
Indians  specified  in  this  deed,  together  witli  there  heyres  forever  have 
liberty  to  fish,  fowle  &  hunt  so  far  as  any  law  of  this  jurisdiction  alloweth 
in  other  places  not  w"  standing  anything  in  this  Deed,  this  was  before  the 
sealinge  hereof. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  the  day  and  year  above  written  in  the  pres- 
ence of  John  Eliot,  senior,  John  Eliot,  junior,  Daniel  Weld,  senior. 

Great  John  set  to  his  hand  &  seal  and  delivered  the  deed  to  Moses  Payne 
&  Peter  Brackett  this  8th  day  of  September  1663. 

William  Allis,  Nat!ia,niel  Brackett. 
Anawassanauke, 

his  ^  Marke  and  A  seale. 
Quaeliaamiit, 

his  ^C-  Mai-ke  and  A  seale. 
Namsconont, 


his  5 


Marke  and  A  scale. 


Great  John  :^ 

hie  mai'ko  and  A  seale 
A  Seale  0  and  uce  hand. 
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1662.  Moses  Paine  and  Peter  Bra«kett,  for  some  reason, 
witheld  the  assignment  of  the  foregoing  Deed  to  the  Town 
until  directed,  by  the  General  Court,  so  to  do;  when  we  find 
endorsed  upon  the  deed  the  following  instrument:— 

Wee  Moses  Payne  and  Peter  Bracket!  doe  assigne  over  all  our  riglit, 
title  and  Interest  in  this  Deed  unto  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Mendon 
for  the  TiBe  of  the  said  Towns,  as  wittnes  our  hands 


May  y  13.  1070. 

The  above  is  believed  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  Deed; 
as  it  was  entered  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Town  records  as 
early  as  1667,  by  the  person  who  wae  especially  deputed  by  the 
Committee  to  enter  "the  public  acta  from  the  beginning  of  the 
Plantation."  The  original  was  very  probably  loat  at  the  deser- 
tion of  the  Town,  during  King  Philip's  war  in  1675. 

1663.  "Dbdham  30.  10.  63. 

Henery  Adams,  John  Frary,  Edward  Adams.  Poet.  Adams,  John  War- 
fell,  these  desire  further  to  consider  of  it, 

Samuel  Parker,  Ealfe  Freeman,  Ad****  Lovell,  John  Blakeman,  Bar- 
nabua  Derifeld  presents  his  desires.  Acceptance  for  Samuell  Spencer  at 
present  and  liimnelf  to  settle  there  according  as  Uiey  shall  be  ordered. 

James  ffisiuge  desires  acceptance.  Walter  Cook  desires  his  grant  may 
he  renewed  although  he  hath  not  been  there  as  formerly  ordered. 

Willi  fikant  desires  acceptance.  John  Thompsou  and  Josepli  White 
desire  the  renewing  of  Hieir  Graints. 

William  Sheffield  desires  act»ptaiice. 

Grisell   Gitmey,   Wid,   desires   acceptance  and  also   for  Thomas  juell, 

-  her  sonn *  *  *— *  (lorn  off)  — * —  desires  acceptance.    Nicholas  Eock- 

wood  desres   acceptance * — -* *  illegible * *  desires  the 

renewinge  of  his  grainte * *  illegible * *  acceptance  Henry 

Neale  desires  a  grainte.  Zachary  Thayer  desires  a  grant.  John  Bowers 
and  John  Metcalf  desire  acceptance. 

At  this  meeting  of  the  Committee  it  was  agi'eed  that  all  the  persons 
whatever  that  shall  be  accepted  to  grants  of  lands  shall  be  enjoined  to  be 
settled  there  with  their  families  by  the  middle  of  November  next  1664, 
upon  penaltie  of  forfeiture  of  all  their  graints  there  and  all  Publicke 
charges  disbursed  there. 

David  Hime  desires  acceptance.  John  Read  desires  acceptance.  John 
Thompson  and  Joseph  White  had  theire  grants  renewed.  Wdter  Cook, 
Nathaniel  Hareman  and  Abraham  Btaples  hath  their  grants  renewed. 
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Jonathan  Basse  and  the  young  Man  of  Seaconcke  that  came  with  him 
are  accepted;  and  Joseph  Aldtidge  and  John  Rocltett  are  accepled.  Good- 
man Derifeld  and  his  kinsman  ai*  accepted.  David  Hime  is  accepted. 
John  Gumey  desires  to  liave  his  griunt  renewed, 

David  Walsby  desires  acceptance  &  Goodman  Wliite  desires  acceptance 
for  his  Sonn  and  Thomas  Kingman. 

1664.  Boston  the  34th.  of  Mnvch  1661 

The  Committee  for  Nipniug  being  met  the  day  above  written  the  fonncr 

grant  of  John  Gurney  is  renewed.     Goodman  Jipson  is  received  an  Inhabi- 

It  will  be  rGmembered  that  the  "Committee  for  Nip  mug  " 
met  at  Dorchester  May  5,  1663,  and,  among  other  mles  then 
made,  directed  that  those  persons  who  had  been  accepted  to 
allotments  of  land,  as  well  as  those  who  might  thereafter  be  ac- 
cepted, should  be  settled  at  "the  said  Plantation"  before  the 
end  of  the  seventh  month,  1663. 

In  accordance  with  this  order  of  the  Committee,  as  neai'  as 
can  be  ascertained,  John  Moore,  George  Aldrich,  Mathias  Puffer, 
John  Woodland,  Ferdinaudo  Thayer,  Daniel  Iiovett  and  "John 
Harber,  were  the  pioneers  in  the  settlement  of  Mendon,  they 
having  removed  to  the  plantation  "  before  the  end  of  the  7th. 
month  1663."  Alter  this  date  and  before  the  34th  of  Mai-ch, 
1664,  so  fai'  as  can  be  gathered  from  the  records  of  the  town, 
John  Gurney,  Waiter  Cook,  Joseph  White,  John  Thompson, 
Abraliam  Staples,  Joseph  Aldridge,  John  Jepson  and  John 
Eockett  had  removed  to  the  settlement  and  joined  their  fortnnes 
with  the  first  comers,  making,  in  the  whole,  fifteen  families. 

Nathaniel  Hareman,  Alexander  Phimly,  Josiah  Chapiu,  John 
Saville,  William  Holbrook,  Goodman  Bolton  or  Boltor,  Jr.,  ' 
Samuel  Pratt,  Thomas  Bolton  or  Bolter,  Jr.,  Jonathan  Basse, 
the  young  man  from  Seeeoncke,  Goodman  Derifeld  and  his 
kinsman  and  David  Hime,  who  liad  severally  been  accepted,  did 
not  remove  by  the  time  specified,  nor  had  allotments  of  land 
been  made  to  any  of  them  at  the  breaking  out  of  King  Philip's 
war,  except  to  William  Holbrook,  wlio  did  not  remove  to  the 
town  unta  1669. 

Of  Henry  Adams,  John  Frary,  Edward  Adams,  Poet.  Adams 
and  John  Warfell,  who  "desii-ed  further  time  to  consider  of  it," 
none  came  to  the  settlement  but  John  Warfell,  who  came  fi-ooi 
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Dedhani,  and  was  the  first  schoolmaster  and  a  Deacon  in  tlic 
church. 

Of  Samuel  Parker,  Ealfe  Freeman,  Ad —  Lovell  "or  Lovett, 
John  Biabeman,  James  Eisinge,  Willi  Skant,  ificholas  Roek- 
wood,  Henry  Neale,  Zacharj  Thayer,  John  Bowers,  David 
Walshy,  Thomas  Kingman  and  John  Metcalf,  who  desired  ae- 
ceptance,  nothing  is  heard  further. 

Samuel  Spencer,  Grizel  Gumey,  ancestress  of  Gov.  Jeivell,  of 
Connecticut,  Thomas  and  Joseph  Juell,  her  sons,  were  here 
before  1675. 

The  last  act  of  the  "Committee  for  Mpmug"  was  as  follows: 
viz: 

"RoxBuiiY,  5tli,  3-,  .04 

Agreed  by  the  Committee  (appointed  by  tlie  General  Court)  to  grainte 
for  the  encouraging  o(  erecting  a  Come  Mill  at  Netmocke  as  followeth 

To  Benjamin.  Alhy,  one  twenty  acor  house  lott  in  the  Town  situation 
conveniently  layd  out  according  to  the  quantity  of  that  place  and  the  ac- 
commodations pperly  belonging  to  such  a  lott  according  to  the  Rule  of 
Division  here  Settled,  only  whatever  the  quantity  of  Meadow  to  such  a 
lott  Accordinge  to  Common  Rule  but  yett  this  lott  shall  have  twelve  acors 
layd  out  in  a  convenient  place. 

Neere  the  place  where  the  said  Mill  shall  be  erected  on  that  side  of  the 
River  that  is  farthest  from  the  Towne  is  granted  fifty  acors  of  upland  of 
such  land  aa  may  be  near  &  convenient  for  improvement. 
Subscribed  by  the  Committee, 

Elba:  Lusher 

EOGBK  Olap 

William  Paeke. 

Although  this  instrument  was  undoubtedly  executed  at  the 
time  it  purports  to  be  dated,  and  probably  delivered  to  Benja^ 
min  Alby,  it  waa  not  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  town  until 
Sept.  10,  1673,  aa  stated  in  the  record  of  that  date.  The  Mill 
was  probably  built  in  1673,  and  was  erected  on  Mill  River  a  short 
distance  above  the  bridge  that  crosses  that  stream,  at  a, little  to 
the  east  from  the  house  of  Lewis  B.  Gaskill, 

Of  what  ti-anspired  from  1664  to  1667,  when  the  town  was 
incorporated,  neither  tradition,  legend  or  official  record  furnish 
us  with  any  information.  No  record  was  left  by  those  who  were 
set  apart  "to  order  the  pradential  affairs  of  the  plantation,"  or 
if  left,  has  long  since  been  lost.     As  the  power  of  accepting  to 
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allotments  of  land  such  persons  as  might  apply  had  been  sun-en- 
dered  by  the  Committee  to  the  inhabitants,  it  is  presumed  that 
fchey  to  whom  they  had  delegated  the  power  admitted  such  per- 
sons into  their  company,  as,  in  their  discretion,  they  saw  fit. 

We,  of  the  present  generation,  mnst  remember  that  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  this  place  held,  in  this  direction,  the  farthest 
ontpost  of  civilization;  that  they  were  suri'onnded  by  Indians 
who  were  daily  growing  jealous  of  a  race  which,  since  the  land- 
ing at  Plymouth,  had  taken  no  step  backward,  and  that  they 
were  in  the  midst  of  a- wilderness  and  fifteen  miles  from  Med- 
fleld,  the  nearest  place  of  succor  in  ease  of  distress  or  disaster. 

Considering  the  circumstances  of  their  situation,  we  may 
properly  suppose  that  most  of  their  time  must  have  been  occu- 
pied in  providing  shelter  for  themselves  and  their  animals,  and 
in  raising  the  isrops  upon  which  they  must  mainly  depend  for 
sustenance  and  support.  Something  had  been  done,  however, 
by  way  of  improvement.  A  noble  street,  two  miles  long  and  ten 
rods  wide,  had  been  located,  and  upon  which  the  settlers  had 
fixed  their  homesteads.  This  street  extended  from  near  the 
present  line  between  Mendon  and  Upton  to  Mill  River. 

Another  road  was  also  laid  out,  for  the  most  of  the  way, 
nearly  parallel  with  the  main  street;  beginning  near  the  hoiise 
of  Austin  A.  Taft  and  passing  through  to  near  the  house  of 
Gilbert  Gaekill,  thence  over  what  are  now  Emerson  and  Wash- 
ington streets,  and  connecting  with  the  Main  street  near  the 
house  (since  burned)  of  the  late  AVatee  Davenport. 

1667.  SURVEY  OF  THE  PLANTATION. 

The  desire  of  the  inhabitantB  to  this  Honered  Oourte  ia  that  they  woiilA 
accept  of  this  Retourne  of  tJieir  Plott  of  thcire  Plantation  wich  is  layd  ac- 
cording to  tlieh'  Graiute  of  ciglit  Miles  sijuare  by  Joshua  ffisher. 
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Country  land,  South  line  8  mil 


The  AAA   Towne. 
A      A 


An  explanation  of  tJiis  Plott,  tieing  the  Townsliip  of  Squinshapauke  as  it 
was  iayd  out  according  to  the  Grant  of  tlie  Generall  Courle  by  me,  Joslnia 
"fEisher,  Apriil  1667. 

From.  A  to  B  is  hotmded  tiy  Charles  River,  a  wMte  oake  beinge  marked 
on  tlie  south  side  of  Charles  River  at  A,  a  Black  oake  on  the  north  side  of 
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Cliai'les  River  at  B,  and  a  line  of  marked  trees  and  heapes  of  stones  to  C, 
from  C  to  D  a  line  of  marked  trees  and  heapes  of  stones  to  C,  from  0  to 
D  a  line  of  marked  trees  and  heapes  of  stones,  and  soe  from  D  to  E 
and  from  E  to  F,  a  line  from  F  to  A  of  Marked  Trees;  And  from  A 
to  B  is  one  mile  Eunninge  according  to  tlie  River  East  and  West,  from  B 
to  C  is  fower  MQes  wantinge  forty  Rodd,  Ruuninge  from  B  Nortli,  from  0 
to  D  eight  miles  and  halfe  west,  from  D  to  E  eiglit  miles  South,  from  E  to 
F  seven  miles  and  half  East,  from  P  to  A  fEower  MiUes  and  40  Rods. 

At  O  is  a  parcell  of  Meadow  that  the  Towne  Petitioned  for  of  ahout 
thirty  Acors  by  estimation  upon  the  North  line  from  Oliaries  River. 

This  Courte  Approves  of  tliis  Plott  as  it  is  Relumed, 

as  attest,  Edw.  Rawson,  Secrty. 

INCORPORATION  OF  MENDON 

Alt  a  Generall  Ooiirte  held  in  Boston  15th  of  May  1667, 
In  ausvfer  to  tlie  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  a  new  Plantation  called 
Squinshepauke,  the  Court  doth  graint  them  the  Meadow  lyinge  out  of 
theire  lyne  it  Runninge  through  that  Parcell  and  that  the  name  of  their 
Towne  he  Mendon,  and  that  it  belonge  to  the  County  of  Middlesex,  and  that 
they  and  Uieire  Successors  be  invested  w"'  Towne  Privilidges  as  other 
Townes  of  tliis  jurisdiction  do  enioy  and  that  they  be  freed  from  Country 
charges  for  tlie  space  of  three  yeares  from  the  time  of  this  Grant — the  Rest 
of  what  they  Petition  for  concernea  the  County  Courte.* 
That  this  a  true  Copie  taken  out  of  the  Oourte's  Records, 

as  Attest,  Edw.  Rawsok,  Secry. 

The  last  act  of  the  "Committee  for  Nipmug"  is  recorded 
in  the  following  words: — 


"Wee  theSuhscribers  doe  nominate  and  Depute  Colonell  William  Crowae 
to  enter  the  Public  Acts  respecting  Mendon  from  the  beginning  of  the  Plan- 
tation to  this  tyme  and  to  finish  this  worke  with  speed  and  make  Rctounie 
us  under  named. 

the  Committee  Respectingo  the  prudentiall  affayres 
of  Mendon, 

Blia:  Lushbk 
WiIjIJAM  STOUGnTON 

William  Parke 
Dedham3:3:  67." 

William  Stottghton  whose  name  appears  above  was  not  orig- 
inally appointed,  bitt  took  the  place  of  Major  Humphrey  Ather- 
ton,  (see  p.  3,)  who  died  Sept.  16,  1661,  in  consequence  of  a  fall 
from  a  horse. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  tlie  persons  Bigning  aboye  style  themsehes 
the  Committee,  &e.  By  reference  to  the  page  just  quoted  it  will 
be, seen  that  they  were  appointed  as  Commissioners  "to  make  a 
valid  act  there. " 

The  settlement  at  Netmocke  and  the  Plantation  of  Squinshe- 
panke  having  come  to  an  end,  the  Town  Clerk  began  his  record 
with  the  following  preamble:— 

"  The  Honoured  Qenerall  Courte  was  Pleased  to  make  this  Plantation  a 
Towne  the  ISth  day  of  May  1667  and  named  it  Mendon  and  adorned  it  w"" 
aeveraJl  large  Priviledgea  and  confirmed  Uieire  Lyne  and  y*  land  w"*  in  the 
tiounds  tliereof  to  the  present  Inhabitants  and  their  auccessora,  aa  by  the 
said  Courte's  Act  doth  appeare  w^i,  land  before  was  pOrchased  of  the 
Indians  then  in  jfossession  as  by  iJieire  Deed  will  appeave. 

TOPOGRAPHY  OF  THE  "EIGHT  MILES  SQIJAEB." 

At  the  date  of  its  incorporation  the  town  was  covered  with  a 
heavy  growth  of  oak,  pine,  chestnut  and  cedar,  save  a  few  acres, 
in  tlie  vicinity  of  the  rivers  and  brooks,  used  by  the  Indians  for 
planting  gi-ounds, 

E1VBB8  AND  Bkooks, — The  principal  streams  are  the  Blaek- 
stone,  Mumford,  MiU  and  Ohai-les  Eivers,  flowing  generally  in  a 
southerly  direction  following  the  similar'  trend  of  the  hills. 

The  Blackstone  river  came  in  upon  the  northwestern  portion 
of  the  town  and  flowing  southeasterly  left  the  town  near  its 
sontheastem  corner.  Its  first  tributary  was  the  Mumford  river, 
coming  fi'om  the  west,  a  little  below  the  present  centre  of  Ux- 
bridge.  Its  name,  as  related  to  me  by  the  late  Judge  Joseph 
Raweon,  of  Barrington,  E.  I.,  was  derived  fi-om  the  following 
incident:  A  man  by  the  name  of  Mumford,  belonging  to 
Brookfield,  coming  to  Mendon,  was  drowned  while  attempting 
to  ford  the  river.  A  coroner  from  Mendon  was  called  to  view 
the  body,  and  he  directed  it  to  be  buried.  A  coffin  was  readily 
improvised  by  cutting  down  a  chestnut  tree,  removing  the  bark 
whole  and  binding  it  strongly  about  the  body  with  withes.  It 
'was  buried  on  the  site  of  the  present  public  house  in  Uxbridge, 
the  remains  being  discovered  when  digging  the  cellar. 

The  Eivulet,  a  small  affluent,  falls  into  the  Mumford  just  be- 
low the  Mills  at  North  Uxbridge.  Another  small  stream  cornea 
in  from  the  west  at  Ironstone. 
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The  Branch  (formerly  known  as  the  Monhegin  river)  empties 
into  the  Bla^katone  from  the  southwest,  just  above  the  Black- 
stone  faetory,  while  Pox  brook,  from  the  north,  comes  in  just 
below. 

West  river  comea  in  from  the  north  and,  flowing  southerly, 
empties  into  the  Blackstone  in  TJxbridge. 

Misco  hill,  Fairbanks  and  Wigwam  brooks  empty  into  West 
River  fi'om  the  east;  Fairbanks  brook  being  the  outlet  of  Men- 
don  Pond.  Andi'ews'  brook,  coming  from  the  centre  of  Upton, 
empties  into  West  river  some  mile  or  two  below. 

MiU  river  rises  in  Hopkinton  and,  flowing  southerly,  empties 
into  the  Blackstone  below  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  Its  affluents  are 
Muddy,  Grave  Meadow  and  Hop  brooks,  and  Quick  stream. 

School  Meadow  brook  rises  near  the  east  declivity  of  Misco 
hill,  and,  after  passing  the  Saw  mill  of  Putnam  W.  Taft,  takes 
the  name  of  Rock  Meadow  brook  and  flows  westerly  into  West 
river. 

Charles  river  rises  in  Hopkinton  and  runs  southerly  through 
the  centre  of  MiUord  to  the  southern  bouudaiy  of  that  town, 
soon  after  which  it  makes  a  sharp  turu  to  the  left  and  flows 
northeasterly  to  the  sea  between  Boston  and  Oharlestown. 

Second  brook,  sometimes  called  Daly's  brook,  emptying  into 
Miiddy  Brook  fi'om  the  west,  is  the  outlet  of  Little  Pond. 
Deer  Brook,  in  the  northeast  part  of  Milford,  flows  into  'Charles 
river  from  the  east. 

THE   BLACKSTONE    CANAL. 

As  eai'lyas  1796  there  was  a  project  for  connecting  Providence 
and  Worcester  by  means  of  a  canal.  Under  the  direction  of 
Jolm  Brown,  of  Pi-ovidenoe,  the  route  was  surveyed,  and  a 
charter  for  the  organization  of  a  company  was  granted  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island.  The  General  Court  of  Mas- 
sachusetts refusing  its  co-operation,  the  project  wae,  for  the 
time,  abandoned. 

In  1822  the  subject  of  a  canal  was  again  taken  up  by  the  lead-- 
ing  men  of  Providence  and  Worcester.  A  charter  for  its  con- 
atruetion  was  gi'anted  by  Massachusetts  in  March,  1833,  and  by 
Rhode  Island  in  the  following  June,  The  work  was  begun  in 
1824,  and  July  1,  1828,  the  "  Lady  Carrington  "  started  on  her 
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initial  trip  fi-om  tide  water.  The  first  through  boat  ai-rived  at 
Worcester  Oct.  6,  1838. 

The  five  Commisaioners  who  had  tlie  oversight  of  its  eonstruc- 
fcion  were  Edward  Carrington,  Moses  B.  Ives  and  Stephen  Smith 
of  E.  I.,  and  John  W.  Lincoln  and  Sylvanus  Holbrook  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

It«  coat  was  $700,000,  $500,000  being  raised  in  Rhode  Island 
and  the  balance  in  Massaehnsets.  In  Providence,  so  sanguine 
wae  the  expectation  that  its  stock  would  prove  a  profitable  in- 
vestment, that,  when  they  had  snbscribed  for  their  portion  of 
the  capital,  a  messenger  was  dispatched  in  hot  haste  to  Worcester 
to  take  up  any  portion  of  the  stock  not  subscribed  for  there. 

HSot  unlike  many  enterprises  of  a  later  day,  the  Blacketone 
Canal  was  no  bonanza  for  its  stockholders.  As  the  river  was 
improved  in  many  places  as  a  portion  of  the  canal,  not  iinfi'c- 
qnently  the  boats  would,  from  low  water,  be  unable  to  enter  the 
locks,  thus  causing  vexatious  delays.  Some  years  the  canal 
would  be  closed  by  ice,  four  or  five  months  in  the  year. 

It  is  understood  no  dividend  of  profits  was  ever  made;  and  the 
last  toll  for  the  passage  of  boats  was  paid  Nov.  9,  1848. 

Much  good,  however,  resulted  to  the  public  at  lai-ge  by  the 
constrnction  of  its  feeders  and  reservoirs,  as.  by  their  economy, 
the  volume  of  water  in  the  Blackstone  river  was,  for  manufac- 
turing purposes,  largely  increased  and  utilized. 

PROVIDENCE   AND   WORCESTER   RAIL    ROAD. 

The  Charter  for  the  Providence  and  Worcester  Rail  Eoad  was 
gi-anted  by  the  Ijegialatures  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island 
in  1844,  and  the  commencement  of  regular  trips  began  Oct.  25, 
184?. 

Not  long  after  the  completion  of  the  road  the  Canal  Corpora- 
tion obtained  permission  to  suiTender  its  charter. 

Ponds.  Shokolog  Pond  is  situated  in  the  south  part  of  Ux- 
bridge.  It  was  about  this  pond  that  "  in  ye  olden  time,"  certain 
squatters  from  Providence  undertook  to  establish  themselves, 
claiming  to  be  within  the  hmits  of  the  Rhode  Island  colony. 
Captain  Chapin  was  sent,  with  a  force  of  eleven  men,  to  dislodge 
them,  but  we  hear  no  report  of  the  killed  or  wounded,  and 
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only  two  were  made  prisoners.  They  were  eanied  to  Providence, 
but  after  a  short  captivity,  were  allowed  to  return  to  Mendon. 
The  controversy  with  the  intruders  was  afterwards  amicably  ad- 
justed. 

Mendon  Great ,  Pond,  ties  a  short  distance  westerly  from  the 
centre  of  the  present  town,  and  contains  10?  acres.  It  was 
originally  called  Nipmag  Great  Pond. 

In  1870  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Fisheries  leased  this  pond 
for  twenty  yeai-s,  "for  the  cultivation  of  useful  fishes,"  at  a  rent 
of  S650,  payable  in  instalments. 

Little  Pond  is  situated  south  fi-om  the  road  leading  to  Mill- 
viUe,  and  west  from  the  farm  owned  by  Rev.  Carlton  A.  Staples, 
of  Providence.     Its  outlet  is  Second  Brook. 

Hills.  The  hiUs  of  note  are  Magormiscok  (its  northern 
and  highest  part  now  known  as  Silver  Hill,)  and  Bear  hills,  now 
in  MUford;  Condlewood,  Waterbug  and  Chestnut  hills  in  Black- 
stone;  Goat  and  Wolf  Hills  in  Uxbridge,  while  Misco,  West, 
Wigwam,  Caleb's,  Pond  and  Neck  hills  are  within  the  present 
limits  of  the  town.  Wigwam  and  Misco  hills  were  occupied  as 
stations  for  observation  in  the  Trigonometrical  SniTey  of  the 
State,  made,  for  the  construction  of  a  SEate  map,  by  Simeon 
Borden,  Esq.  Caleb's  hill  was  so  called  because  Caleb,  the  Indian, 
to  whom  the  town  paid  bounties  for  killing  wolves,  had  hie  wig- 
wam there.  Hungry  Hill  is  mentioned  once  or  twice  in  the 
early  records,  bnt  its  location  is  not  definitely  known. 

Soil.  Por  the  purposes  of  agriculture  the  origininal  gi-ant 
contained  a  large  area  of  excellent  land,  a  large  portion  of  which 
lies  in  the  valley  of  the  Blackstone. 

THE  FIRST  TOWN  MEETINC. 
"  The  fEremcn  and  the  rest  of  tlie  Inhaljitants  Mett,  June  7th.  1687  and 
then  did  choose  for  theire  Selectmen  to  order  their  Prudentiall  affiurs, 

Coll.  Willi  Crowne,  Goodman  Benjamin  Alby,  ffardiuaodo  Thayre, 
Dan;  Ijovett  and  John  Thompson,  seniour 

&  Coll.  Crowne,  Register. 

Pursuant  to  the  advice  of  the  "  Committee,"  contained  in  the 
6th  Rule,  upon  p.  3rd,  except  in  the  matter  of  granting  land  to 
new  comers  or  to  those  already  hei'e,  the  Selectmen  were  in- 
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tmsfced  with  the  maniigement  of  all  other  matters  relating  to  the 
affaire  of  the  Town. 

Hence,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Selectmen  held  June  S,  16(i7,  they 
appointed  Goodman  John  Woodland  and  Joseph  Aldridge  as 
Fence  Viewers,  and  Ahi-aham  Staples,  Hog,  Reive. 

They  also  made  orders  that  all  swine  should  be  "eyther 
yoaked,  kept  np  or  otherwise  secured  and  looked  toe,"  and,  pro- 
vided the  fences  were  good  against  "gi-eat  cattle,"  that  double  . 
damages  should  be  paid  foi'  all  damage  which  the  swine  should 
do  to  "  come  fields,  orchards,  gai-deua  or  meadows." 

Abraham  Staples  was  ordered  "to  take  care  that  this  order 
about  sivine  be  duly  observed,  and  for  his  paynes  and  care  herein 
he  shall  have  fower  pence  for  each  animal  he  may  find  doing 
damage." 

They  also  provided  that  any  person  who  shoiild  bring  any  one 
to  reside  in  the  town  without  the  consent  of  the  present  towns- 
men, (selectmen)  should  be  liable  for  their  snpport,  in  case  they 
could  not  provide  for  themselves,  and  their  estates  were  to  be 
held  responsible  for  such  support.  The  selectmen  also  agreed 
that  tills  last  order  "  is  to  be  set  up  that  all  persons  may  take 
notice  at  their  iierills." 

THE  NAME  OF  TUB  TOWN. 

If  not  to  general  readers  it  may,  to  those  fond  of  antiquarian 
research,  be  thought  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  an  in- 
qniry  into  the  origin  of  the  name  of  the  town. 

Did  the  G-eneral  Court,  in  the  Act  of  Incorpoi'ation,  change 
the  oi-thography  of  Mendliam  to  Mendon  ?  For  the  affirmative 
side  of  this  question  the  following  reasons  may  be  ofEered, 

Because,  up  to  this  period,  every  town  in  the  colony  bore  the 
name  of  some  city  or  town  in  England. 

Because,  in  the  counties  of  Worfolk  and  SufEolk,  in  England, 
which  are  only  separated  by  the  small  river  Waveny,  we  find  the 
familiar  names  of  Medfleld,  Framingham,  Ipswich,  Needham, 
Sudbury,  Ai^eboro',  Wrentham  and  Mendham. 

Because  no  town  by  the  name  of  Mendon  can  be  found  upon 
any  map  of  England,  or  in  any  description  of  its  territory. 

Because  we  find  that,  for  some  yeai-s  after  its  incorporation,  it 
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was  a  common  practice  for  letters  to  be  dated  at  Mendham. 
Letters  written  at  this  town,  during  King  Philip's  wai',  were  so 
dated  by  Capt.  Henchman,  Capt.  Sill  and  by  Lieuts,  Gorum  and 
Upham. 

The  Pai-ish  of  Mendham,  as  it  is  called,  is  situated  on  the 
eolith  bank  of  the  river  Wayeny,  and  is  a  place  of  gi'eat  antiquity. 
Its  earliest  record  dates  back  to  the  reign  of  Edwai'd,  one  of  the 
Saxon  Princes  of  England,  about  the  yeai'  950.  In  or  about 
that  year  Bishop  Theodred,  by  his  will,  gave  to  the  church  in 
Mendliam  "several  lands  in  that  and  the  adjacent  towns," 
This  will  of  the  Bishop,  it  will  be  seen,  carries  back  the  history 
of  Mendham  to  one  hundi-ed  and  sixteen  years  before  the  con- 
quest of  England  by  the  Noiinans  under  William  I.  In  1135, 
in  the  reign  of  Stephen,  the  gi-andson  of  the  Conqueror,  a  Priory 
for  Cluniac  Monks*  was  founded  in  Mendham,  by  William  De 
Huntingfield.  He  bestowed  the  whole  of  Mendham,  including  a 
small  woody  Island  in  the  river  Waveny,  on  the  monks  of  Castle 
Acre  Priory,  on  condition  that  they  should  erect  a  church  of 
stone,  build  near  it  a  monastery  and  place  in  it,  at  least,  eight 
of  their  brethren.  The  church  and  monastery  were  undoubtedly 
built,  because  we  find,  at  the  suppression  of  the  monas- 
teries, that  the  site  and  revenues  were  granted  to  Charles  Bran- 
don, Duke  of  Suffolk.  Some  remains  of  the  Priory  were  stand- 
ing a  few  yeai's  since  and  a  pai-t  of  it  has  been  converted  into  a 
farm  house. 

In  1381,  being  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  we 
find  Mendham  belonginge  to  the  demesne  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford 
and  Eoger  Fitzwilliam,  and,  not  long  afterward,  to  the  demesne 
of  Eoger  De  Huntingfield,  who  died  in  1397,  in  the  twenty-fifth 
year  of  Edwai-d  I.  From  Eoger  the  estate  descended  to  his  son 
William,  whose  sou  Roger,  leaving  his  kinswoman  Alice,  his 
heir,  it  passed  by  her  into  other  families. 

About  1433  we  find  it  in  the  possession  of  John,  Eai'l  of  Ox- 
ford, in  the  reign  of  Henry  6th.  In  the  war  of  the  roses, 
between  the  Houses  of  York  and  Lancaster,  the  Earl  of  Oxford 
was  a  firm  partizan  of  the  house  of  Lancaster,  and  so,  when  the 
battle  of  Barnetfield  had  decided  the  contest  in  favor  of  York, 
the  Eiui  of  Oxford  was  attainted  and,  being  forced  to  ily,  his 

*So  named  from  the  town  at  Claiiy  in  Prance,  where  resided  an  order  o(  Banediotine 
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estates  were  confiscated  and  granted  to  Eichavd  Duke  of  Glou- 
cester, (afterward  King  Richard  3rd,)  brother  to  the  then 
reigning  monarch,  Edward  4th.  This  was  in  1461.  In  1463, 
in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  4th,  the  estate  of  Mend- 
ham  wase  ettled  upon  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  hy  a  special  entail; 
but  in  1485,  upon  the  accession  of  Henry  the  7th  to  the  tlirone, 
thus  uniting  the  houses  of  York  and  Laiicaster,  the  estate  in  ques- 
tion was  restored  to  the  Earl  of  Oxford, 

Mendham  is  situated  upon  the  south  bank  of  the  river  Wave- 
ny,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  and,  seyenty-six  years  ago,  con- 
tained fiye  hundred  and  foi-ty-one  inhabitants. 

July  14,  A  diTision  of  "  all  the  meadows  w"'in  theire  lyne  " 
was  voted,  and  Goodman  White,  Goodman  Cook,  Goodman 
Hai'ber  and  Goodman  Puffer  were  "to  joynew"'  the  Selectmen" 
to  make  the  division. 

At  this  meeting  granted  to  CoL  William  Crowne  and  to  bis 
assigns,  and  the  present  minister,  their  shares  of  Meadows, 

The  following  are  the  names  of  those  who  had  shares  of 
Meadow  allotted  them: — 

Ool.  William  Orowne  Jolin  Jepson 

John  Rayner  Abraham  Staples 

Benjamin  Albee  Peter  Brackett 

Perdlnando  Thayer,  George  Aldricli 

John  Eockwood  Danell  Lovett 

Thomas  Barnes  -John  Moore 

John  Gumey  Sam"  Read 

Mathias  Puffer  Joseph  Juell 

Jolm  Harber  Thomas  Juell 

John  Thompson,  y=  elder,  Sam"  Spencer 

Joseph  White  The  School.    Tlie  Giehe. 

REV.  JOHN  RAYNER,  THE  FIRST  MINISTER. 

Up  to  a  recent  period  it  has  been  supposed  that  Joseph  Emer- 
son was  the  first  minister  of  Mendon.  While  he  was  i\\e  first 
settled  minister,  a  fact  recently  discovered  shows  that  he  was  not 
th&  first  minister. 

When  we  remember  that  one  of  the  rales  made  hy  the  "  Com- 
mittee for  Nipmug"  was  that  the  first  settlers  should  have  "an 
approved  minister  settled  with  them  at  fcbe  Plantation  by  Nov., 
1664,"  we  can  hardly  suppose  they  would  neglect  to  comply  with 
this  condition. 
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The  only  eYidence  that  there  was  any  minister  here  in  1767, 
to  be  fonnd  in  the  town  records,  is  the  single  expression  that 
the  present  minister  had  his  share  of  Meadow  fillotted  liim.  Tho 
following  extract  fi-om  a  petition  to  the  General  Coui-t,  praying 
for  some  paj-cels  of  meadow  "fonnd  outlyinge  The  Town 
Bounds  of  Mendon,"  we  think,  conclusively  establishes  the  fact 
that  John  Eayner  was  the  first  and,  in  May,  1669,  the  present 
minister  of  Mendon.  The  extract  is  as  follows,  yiz: — "And 
now  God  having  given  us  good  hope  to  enjoy  the  gospel  &  gather 
a  church  by  the  help  of  Mr.  John  Rayner,  whose  labors  we  liave 
had  comfort  of  this  winter  &  tnist  hee  will  settle  with  ue,  besides 
severall  good  people,  members  of  churches,  tender  themselves  to 
come  to  us  had  wee  meado  to  supply  them, "  The  petition  from 
which  this  quotation  is  taken  is  dated  May  16,  1669. 

Mr.  Rayner  graduated  at  Hai-vai-d  CoUoge  in  1663,  and  hence 
it  may  be  objected  that  a  year  was  too  short  a  time  to  qualify 
him  for  the  ministerial  office.  But  we  must  remember  that,  in 
those  early  days,  there  was  no  long  training  to  be  gone  through 
with  in  theological  schools,  no  lengthened  cuiTienlum  of  meta- 
physical study  to  qualify  one  for  the  acceptable  discharge  of 
parochial  duties.  True  and  practical  piety,  a  knowledge  of  the 
bible,  the  command  of  language  and  a  resolute  will  (as  they 
should  be  at  the  present  day,)  were  the  essential  elements  of 
success. 

John  Bayner,  senior,  came  fi'om  England,  (having  entered  the 
ministry  previous  to  his  emigi-ation,)  andwas  settled  at  Ply- 
mouth about  1636.  How  long  he  remained  there  is  not  known. 
In  November,  1654,  he  was  recommended  hy  the  General  Court 
to  a  church  in  Boston,  as  will  appear  by  the  Colonial  Records, 
Vol.  4,  (1650  to  1660,)  p.  210:— 

' '  The  Court,'  reminding  the  case  of  the  new  Ohureli  in  Boston,  and  beiug 
sensible  of  Mie  uncomfortaHeness  of  theire  present  condition,  for  want  of  a 
teaching  officer  amongst  them,  and  being  very  willing  to  afloord  the  liest 
help  they  cann  in  this  case,  do  therefore  propound  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Rayner  unto  the  sajd  church,  to  be  by  them  treated  w"'all,  as  also  made 
choice  of  and  called  to  office  in.  case  of  agreement  between  them," 

This  recommendation,  it  seems,  did  not  succeed  in  inducing 
the  church  to  call  Mr.  Rayner  to  Boston,  and  in  1667  he  is  found 
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settled  at  Dover,  N.  H.,  wl  ere  he  c  tii  ucd  to  d  sel  ro-o  the 
duties  of  miniBter  until  his  de'itl    n  lht9  '•1  ''nd  mo 

Benjamin  Eliot,  son  of  the  apostle  to  the  Ind  ai  wis  ii  vited 
to  settle  at  Mendon  in  1668  and  t  may  1  e  n^iked  why  vas  not 
Mr.  Rayner,  then  living  at  this  t  n  callel  t  the  n  n  sterial 
ofiBces?  It  may  be  that  his  f  tl  i  n  ight  h  \e  been  ii  fiiling 
health,  as  he  died  in  1669,  and  the  s  n  h  i  ns;  to  succeed  him, 
might  not  choose  to  enter  int  an  engigen  ent  that  would  stand 
in  the  way  of  hia  being  called  to  Dove  ah  Id  the  deith  of  his 
father  create  a  vacancy  there 

Be  that  as  it  may,  we  find  that  M  Eye  v  ^  ttled  at 
Dover  in  1671,  and  that  he  d  e  1  n  16  b 

From  the  maSiuseript  memoranda  in  the  interleaved  almanacks 
of  Judge  Sewall,  we  find  the  following  entriea:^ 

"Dec.  39,  1675.  Mr,  Bayner  came  in  the  evening  to  our  house,  (and) 
delivered  me  a  letfer.  Lodged  here;  in  bed  we  had  much  aud  varied 
discourse." 

"Dec.  30.  -Mr.  K.  .goes  on  his  journey.  Gave  him  letters  of  Dec.  38for 
Boston." 

In  the  AlmLinack   for   1676  the   following  memorandum  is 
found: — 
"  Dec.  31.    Rayneres  occumlict — 38.  Sepelitur." 

This  record  estabhshea  the  time  of  the  death  of  Eev.  John 
Rayner,  ihejirst  minister  of  Mendon,  to  be  Dec.  31  1676,  and 
that  the  burial  of  his  body  occurred  on  the  28th. 

The  elder  John  Eayner  maiTied  in  England  for  his  first  wife 
a  lady  by  the  name,  of  Robinson,  and  for  his  second  Frances 
Chirke,  of  Hull. 

There  was  some  difficulty  in  settling  the  effects  of  both  the 
father  and  son,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  petition:^ — 

Mass.  Records  "Estates  Vol.  16,  p.  147,"  under  date  of  Juth' 
10,  1679  may  be  found 

THE  PETITION  OF  FRANCES  EAYNEE. 


To  the  Hon'^  Gen"  Court  now  held  in  Boston,  Humbly  8 

That  whereas  by  the  over  Huleing  Providenee  of  Almighty  God  y'  Peti- 
tioner is  become  Executrix  to  her  late  well  beloved  husband  Mr.  John 
Rayner  sen'  of  Dover,  (now  Dover  of  N.   H.,)  and  Administratrix  to  the 
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Estate  of  lier  late  son  Mr.  John  Eaynev  jiin''  DeceEised  and  flndeing  lier- 
selfe  Incapable  to  manage  the  afEairs  and  Concerns  thereof  and  knoweing 
this  001111:  to  be  the  ffathers  of  y'  land  and  yourselves  to  be  the  helpers, 
suckerera  and  Defenders  of  the  fEatherlesa  and  widdows  therein,  am  humbly 
bold  to  make  my  Adress  unto  Ton,  that  as  you  ai'e  a  means  in  the  Lord's 
liand  you  would  be  pleased  to  help  me  a  widdow  and  my  fEatherlesa  chil- 

First:  That  you  would  be  pleased  to  Appoint*  Impower  Mr.  Ricbai-d 
Martin,  Capt.  Tho.  Daniel  and  Mr.  Anthony  Rulter  to  be  lielpfull  unlo  y'' 
Petitioner  wherein  she  is  concerned  as  abovesaid  and  that  they  or  any  of 
these  three  Qen'  may  accompt  with,  demand  of  and  receive  from  and  sue 
and  recover  in  her  name,  aa  she  is  Executrix  and  Adminiatratiix  aforesaid 
of  or  from  any  or  all  tlie  Debtors  to  tlie  Estates  of  the  aforesaid.  And  that 
y'  Petitioner  by  herselfe  or  the  aforesaid  tliree  G«i'.  or  any  of  thein  witli 
y'  Petitioner's  consent  may  sel  any  or  all  of  the  Lands  or  Estates  of  the 
Deceased  aforesaid,  to  imy  just  debts  and  maintayne  your  Petitioner  and 
tliat  the  same  may  stand  flrme  and  valid  in  the  Law. 

Seaccondly :  That  this  Hon''  Court  issue  out  aa  order  to  the  Selectmen  of 
y»  Towne  of  Dover  that  they  make  up  their  accompts  with  y'  Petitioner 
within  some  preflxt  time  (as  your  wisdomes  sliidl  see  fit)  and  that  shall 
appear  due  to  her  from  the  smd  Towne  be  speedily  payd  to  her. 

Thirdly :  That  this  Hon*  Court  would  be  pleased  to  lesire  Maq  Richard 
"Waldron  and  Lt.  Peter  OofBn  to  secure  and  gather  in  the  Mdl  rents  due  to 
y  Petitioner  as  she  is  the  Administratrix  to  her  son  John  Eijner  they 
Ijeiag  the  only  persons  that  are  capable  of  doeing  the  same  »nd  that  Uie 
time  may  be  prefixed  for  doing  it,  with  which  she  intends  to  pay  p  u  t  of 
the  debts  due  unto  themselves  from  the  Estate  of  said  ion  John  Eaj  nei 

And  yt  Petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  shall  Ever  pray. 

Franckb  Ravnor, 

The  Magistrates  do  graut  this  petition  in  the  several  particulars  iiereof, 
provided  that  the  sale  of  Lands  do  not  infringe  upon  the  just  rights  of  any 
heir  or  others  to  whom  they  may  be  entayled, 

theii'  brethren  the  depiityes  hereto  consenting 

Edwu,  RiwsoN,  Secy. 
10  June  1679. 

Consented  by  the  deputyes 

William:  Torrey,  Clericus. 

This  Court  doth  order  that  y*  Selectmen  of  Dover  doe  fake  efEectual  care 
to  settle  y  accompts  betweone  y  Inhabitants  of  said  Towne  and  Mrs.  Ray- 
nor  Administratrix  to  y"  Estate  of  y"  deceased  Mr.  John  Eayuor  Relating 
to  his  Saliary  and  y  payment  of  such  arrears  as  are  yet  unpaid  &  that 
this  be  done  at  or  before  the  last  day  of  September  next. 
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The  depiiljes  have  passed  this  our  Hou''  Magistrates  herenuto  consenting. 
JouK  RlCHABDS  Per  order. 

June  11,  1679.     Consented  to  by  the  Magistrates. 

Edwd.  Riwsos,  Secy. 

Sept.  10.  At  a  meeting  held  this  day  the  Town  gi-anted  Col. 
Crowiie's  forty  acre  house  lot  in  the  Pond  field,  and,  if  the 
measure  fell  ahort  of  the  forty  acres,  then  to  tate  up  the  balance 
in  the  adjoining  field,  called  the  I'ort  field.  They  also  granted 
him  the  island  in  the  pond. 

Joseph  White  and  John  Thompson,  sen',  were  ordered  to  lay 
"A  Carte  way  to  goe  to  the  South  Meadows  for  hay  and  drift  of 
cattle,  through  this  Pond  field  and  this  Fort  field."  This  was 
the  beginning  of  the  road  now  leading  to  Chestnut  Hill  and 
Millville,  in  Blaokstone. 

They  were  also  directed  to  lay  out  a  road  through  John  Jep- 
son's  land  ' '  for  the  OoUonell,  or  his  assignee,  to  goe  to  his  Meadow 
as  is  needfuil,  of  i  Eodd  wide  in  the  Most  convenient  place," 
This  was  the  beginning  of  the  road  through  Pond  Hills,  by 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Doctor's  Dam,  coming  out  to  the 
meadow  a  little  north  from  the  house  of  Davis  Bills.  At  the 
laying  out  of  the  Boston  and  Hai'tford  Turnpike  (now  a  County 
Road,)  a  portion  of  this  road  fell  into  disuse  fi-om  the  Town 
pound  to  the  Brook  by  Mr.  Bills. 

"  Then  ordered  to  build  A  Minister's  house  for  the  first  that  shall  be 
settled  heere  And  a  40  acor  house  Lett  layd  to  it  of  Land  w*  all  other 
proffltta  and  Privilidgea  and  Meadow  proportionable  as  any  other  40  acor 
lots  shall  Lave  to  him  and  his  heyres  confirmed  to  him,  and  to  sett  it  in  the 
most  coBvenient  place  in  Towne." 

A  Glebe  Lot  of  20  acres  was  also  gi-anted  "with  proffifcts  and 
privilidges  as  other  20  acre  House  lots  have."  This  was  for  the 
mioistry. 

Sept.  17,  At  a  Town  meeting,  held  this  day,  Goodman 
Thompson  was  chosen  a  Surveyor  "  for  this  end  of  the  towne," 
and  John  Barnes  "for  the  other  end  of  the  towne."  John  Hai'- 
ber  was  chosen  Constable  and  Daniel  Lovett  "  Clarke  of  the 
Writte." 

The  oSice,  "  Clarke  of  the  AVritfcs,"  was  created  by  the  General 
Court  Dec,  10,  1641.     The  statute  is  in  the  following  words. 
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"It  is  ordered  that  in  every  towne  one  sliall  bee  appointed  to  gi'ant 
sumons  &  attachments  in  all  civil  actions ;  &  attachments  are  to  bee  granted 
when  the  pty  is  a  stranger,  not  dwelling  amongst  us,  or  for  some  that  ia 
going  out  of  o'  Jurisdictioii,  or  tliat  is  going  about  to  make  away  his  estate 
to  defraude  his  creditors,  or  when  psns  ai'e  doubtful  in  tJxeir  estates  to  the 
plaintiHe;  and  the  psns  to  grant  replevy,  they  are  to  take  bond  w"!  suffi- 
cient security  (of  the  ply  that  desireth  replevy)  to  psecute  the  suite;  &  tliey 
are  to  have  for  warrants  3d.  a  peece,  for  replevy  or  attachments  3d.  a  peece 
&  for  bonds  4d.  a  peece.  These  are  to  be  directed  to  the  constables  in 
towns  where  there  ia  no  marshalls;  the  same  pty  to  gi'ant  summons  for 
witnesses.  These  have  power  to  send  out  pees  to  any  towne,  &  to  bee 
called  Clarks  of  the  Writtea." 

This  last  record  doses  the  municipal  history  of  the  town  for 
the  first  year  of  its  corporate  existence. 

Col,  William  Crowne  was  appointed  the  firsi  Town  Clerk 
of  Mendon  hy  the  "  Committee  Respecting  the  prndentiall  af- 
fiiyrea  of  Mendon,"  as  by  their  certificate,  heretofore  recorded, 
dated  Dedliam  3,  2,'  1667. 

Tlie  first  mention  I  have  found  of  Col.  Orowne  may  be  seen  in 
a  French  publication,  as  quoted  by  Hazard  in  hia  Hietorieal  Col- 
lection, page  616,  entitled  Meraoires  de  L'Ameriqne,  Tom.  3,  p. 
511.  In  this  doenmen.t,  which  is  a  grant  from  Cromwell,  we 
find  that  "  Olivier,  Seigneur,  Proteeteur  de  la  Kepnbliqne  d'An- 
gleterre,  de  B'cosse  et  d'  Irelande,"  conveyed  to  Charles  de  Saint 
Btienne,  (la  Tour)  Sir  Thomas  Temple  and  Col.  William 
Crowne  the  teiTitory  of  Acadie  in  Nova  Scotia.  The  concession 
was  dated  August  9,  1656.  From  this  fact  it  is  presumed  that 
Orowne  had  held  the  commission  of  Colonel  in  the  army  of 
Cromwell. 

That  Col.  Crowne  came  to  New  England  in  1657  is  quite 
probable;  as  we  find,  fi-om  a  note  at  the  bottom  of  page  206  of 
Hutchinson's  History  of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  that 
Sir  Thomas  Temple  came  over  in  that  year,  "  having,  with  oth- 
ers, obtained  fi'om  Oliver  a  grant  of  lands  in  Acadia  or  Nova 
Scotia,  of  which  he  was  made  governor," 

By  the  treaty  of  Breda,  Acadia  was  restored  to  Fi-ance,  and 
thus  Col,  Orowne  lost  his  interest  in  the  grant  made  by  Crom- 
well. In  1660  Col.  Orowne  was  in  Boston.  Whaley  and  Goffe, 
two  of  the  regicides,  who  had  an-ived  July  37,  were,  soon  after, 
visited  by  him  at  Cambridge,  as  we  learn  by  the  diary  of  Goffe. 
At  this  time  he  is  set  down  as  a  noted  royalist. 
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Upon  fclie  restoration  of  Chai'Ies  2d,  complaints  were  directly 
made  against  the  Colony  by  its  enemies,  and  in  1660  orders  were 
received  from  him  "that  persons  should  be  sent  over  to  make 
answer."  Upon  this,  Simon  Bradsti-eetj  a  magistrate,  and  John 
Norton,  one  of  the  ministers  of  Boston,  were  chosen  by  the 
General  Court  as  Agents  to  plead  the  cause  of  the  Colony  before 
the  King, 

In  the  meantime  Gov.  Endecott  had  written  the  following 
letter  to  Col.  Crowne,  who  was  then  in  England.  This  letter 
may  be  found  in  the  Mass.  Archives,  Political,  vol.  106  p.  50, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz: — 

"  To  OoloneU  Crowne, 

Your  readiness  to  speak  in  beliaif  of  the  cliurclies  &  people  ot  God  in 
this  wildemesa  (for  which  the  good  Lord  requiete  you)  doth  Imholden  us 
to  desire  your  farther  favor  that  way  as  opportunity  may  be  ministered 
who  may  truly  say  the  Lord  in  bis  8aints  and  Servants  liere  have  need  y 
of.  Our  adversaiies,  you  know,  are  many  &  wee  hy  means  of  our  great 
distance  not  in  capacitie  to  make  our  defence  and  so  hath  the  only  wise 
disposer  of  all  things  been  pleased  to  frustrate  our  hopes  &  the  expeclatious 
of  the  Gleneral  Court  &  eountrie  by  his  hand  of  visitation  on  our  &  y^  mch 
esteemed  Mr,  Norton,  who  w""  Mr.  Bradsti'cet  was  appointed  by  the  Gen- . 
eral  Oouit  to  appear  before  his  Majestic  &  to  pfr  their  petition  &  take  off 
the  charge  made  agst  us;  although  the  shipp  was  stayed  for  some  space  of 
time  in  hope  of  his  recovery,  to  some  considerable  charge  of  the  eountrie 
and  hazard  of  the  shipp  and  voyage,  so  that  we  are  necessitated  to  send 
without  them  that  w"''  was  prepared  to  send  by  them,  the  commission  being 
made  to  both  &  the  extremitie  of  the  season  is  such  that  the  Qeneral  Court 
can  not  be  convened  to  Appoint  others  In  their  stead.  These  are  therefore 
to  request  you  to  excuse  us  what  you  may  for  this  seeming  neglect  of  ours 
who  couid  neitlier  foresee  nor  prevent  the  same.  And  whatever  you  or 
our  other  friends  shall  doe  for  the  promoting  the  cause  of  Christ  in  our 
concernments  will  be  pleasing  to  Qod  &  profitable  to  his  church  and  people 
both  here  and  elsewhere  &  both  for  present  and  future  generations.  Tims 
committing  you  to  God  &  the  word  of  his  grace  who  is  able  to  present  & 
preserve  you  blameless  at  the  coming  of  his  dear  son  &  our  alone  Saviour 
we  rest  in  him. 

7th  Feb.  1661." 

At  the  same  time  Sir  Thomas  Temj)le,  who  was  in  Boston  and 
a  true  friend  to  the  Colony,  bad  written  to  Lord  Manchester, 
Lord  Say  and  Seale  and  other  persons  of  note,  for  them  to  in- 
tercede in  behalf  of  the  Colony, 
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The  following  letter,  to  be  found  in  a  foot  note  in  Hutchin- 
son's History  of  the  Colony  of  Masstuiha setts  Bay,  p.  320,  will 
testify  to  the  viilue  of  Ool.  Orowne's  services  to  the  Colony: — 

"  LoNDOS  nth.  July  1661. 
Gentlemen  and  honored  friends, 

Having  so  safe  a  hand  and  so  true  a  friend  to  convey  a  line  to  you  as  the 
hearer  Mr.  Orowne,  I  was  loth  td  omit  writing,  because  it  may  be  my  last, 
my  glaaa  being  almost  run  out,  and  I  retiring  home. — You  have  had  several 
appeared  against  you,  and  have  been  examined  against  you,  aa  Capttun 
Breedan  and  olliers,  of  whom  and  about  what,  this  bearer  can  more  par- 
ticularly infoiin  you  than  I  will  at  this  time;  and  I  must  say  for  Mr. 
Crowne,  be  bath  appeared,  both  here  in  the  council  and  to  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain and  othei's  aa  really  and  cordially  for  you  aa  any  could  do,  and  had 
allaied  the  ill  opinion  of  your  cruelty  gainst  the  quakers,  willingly  neg- 
lected his  passage  to  stay  here  to  serve  you,  and  by  his  means  and  informa- 
tion of  the  state  of  your  government,  as  it  now  is,  I  hope  you  will  have  no 
governor  put  upon  you  but  of  your  own  liking;  wherefore  I  must  request 
you  will  really  own  and  accordingly  requite  Mr.  Crowne  his  love,  care  and 
pains  for  you,  of  which  I  have  been  an  eye  witness.  I  have  brought  him 
to  tlie  Lord  Ohamberlaia  and  others,  and  requested  their  Lordships  to  assist 
him  in  your  behalf.  I  have  not  been  wanting,  both  to  the  King  and  coun- 
cil, to  advance  your  interest;  more  I  cannot  do,  but  earnestly  to  pray  the 
Loi'd  to  stand  with  you  and  for  you. 

I  remain  your  assured  loving  friend  to  serve  you. 

W.   Say  &  SE.VI.E. 

For  his  ever  honored  friends,  the  Governor  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony 
in  Wew  England,  for  the  time  being,  to  be  communicated  to  the  rest  of  the 
magistrates  and  deputies  tliere. 

Col.  Crowne  continued  to  reside  at  Mendon  up  to  or  about  the 
time  of  the  Indian  War  in  1675,  In  1674  it  seems  that  some 
"  unpleasantness  "  had  arisen  between  the  Col.  and  some  of  the 
people  here,  aa  we  find  that,  at  a  town  meeting  held  Sept.  4, 
1674,  "therwasa  Loving  Agi'oement  between  the  Colonell  & 
our  selves;  all  differences  about  Colonell's  acounts  &  that  those 
lotts  which  are  conserned  shall  pay  to  the  Colonell  aa  followeth, 
25  shillings  for  a  35  acer  Lott  aiid  so  others  proportionabell, 
only  what  every  one  has  paid  shall  be  deducted  provided  they 
can  Olerely  proove  it." 

I  have  learned  nothing  of  the  residence  of  Col.  Crowne  from 
this  time  until  1683,  when  he  is  found,  in  feeble  health,  in  Roa- 
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ton,  in  rediiced  cireumataiicea.  Pi-evioiis  to  reciting  liis  jTetition 
to  the  General  Court  for  aid;  in  order  to  its  clearer  nnderetand- 
ing,  the  following  is  inserted:— 

' '  To  the  Honoured  the  General  Court  sitting  at  Boston, 

The  Humble  Petition  of  William  Crowne 

Slieweth 

That  about  six 
years  since  y'  petitioner  resolved  to  leiise  out  Ms  Townsliip  in  y*  East  w"'' 
Coll,  Temple,  since  Knight  &  Baronet,  by  his  Articles  of  Agreement  made 
upon  o'  division  of  o'  several  pails,  conflrmed  and  settled  y'  same  upon 
him  and  his  Heires  for  ever  w""  all  y'priviiedges  thereunto  belongpig,  as  by 
those  Articles  may  appear.  Yo'  Petitioner  made  his  tender  of  y'  lease  first 
to  Sir  Thomas  out  of  his  love  to  him  &  y'  peace  of  o'  future  tranquillity, 
but  he  refusing  it,  Capt.  Corwin  &  Ensign  Scottoe  tookc  y=  lease  for  several 
years  at  an  hundred  &  tenn  pounds  per  annum,  clear  rent,  to  be  paid  ia 
Boston.  But  witliin  one  yeare  after  it  so  came  to  pass  that  Sir  Thomas 
and  they  fell  out  &  troubles  increased  and  nothing  would  compose  it  but 
IJiat  I  must  turn  them  out  and  put  him  into  y*  lease ;  and  the  chief  ground 
was  y'  Petitioner  verily  believeth  y'  Mr.  Scottoe  gave  out  they  cleared  300£ 
y'  year  &  so  by  over  persu^on  of  all  hands  &  to  compose  y'  difference; 
Capt.  Breedan  &  Mr.  Usher  pressing  also  &  offering  their  bond  Ui  pay  me 
the  rent  constantly  in  Boston,  during  the  tearme,  Capt,  Corwin  and  Ensign 
Scottoe  surrendering  up  to  me  y«  lease,  I  made  it  to  Sir  Thomas  for  y"  re- 
maining parte  of  theire  tyme,  w'*'  was  4  year  &  took  Capt,  Breedan  &  Mr. 
Usher's  bond  for  y'  rent  and  they  paid  me  y^  first  year,  upon  Sir  Thom^ 
his  order  upon  y'  bond,  hut  they  refused  to  pay  me  any  more.  Upon  w"' 
yo'  Petitioner  complained  to  ■  Sir  Thomas,  who  very  ingeniously  confessed 
to  me  before  Lieut.  Cook,  it  was  my  due,  but  his  hands  were  tied  up  by 
Capt.  Breedan  &  company  y'  he  could  not  dispose  of  a  skin  and  wished  to 
sue  them  and  gave  me  full  leave;  upon  which  I  commenced  a  suite  agiunst 
them  in  y*  County  court  upon  y'  band  for  what  rent  then  due  &  had  a 
verdict  but  y'  honoured  Magistrates  not  accepting  it,  it  fell  in  coui'se  to  y' 
Court  of  Assistants  and  then  neither  Jury  nor  Magistrates  found  for  him  & 
so  by  y'  law  y''  are  pleased  in  such  cases,  when  they  have  nm  y'  progress 
in  other  Courts,  to  seek  reliefe  of  you,  tlierefor  I  humbly  crave  the  benefitt 
of  y'  law  and  for  that  also  there  is  no  otlier  Court  to  be  appealed  to  but 
this  Honoured  Court.  There  is  now  due  to  y'  Petitioner  ^6330  certain  rent 
besides  four  years  forbearance  w^  maketh  near  £400. 

Premises  considered  y"  Petitioner  doth  humbly  beseech  this  Honoured 
Court  to  appoint  him  a  day  for  hearing  the  whole  case  &  to  do  therein  as 
y  justness  thereof  in  y^  grave  wisdom  yon  shall  see  fitt.  For  justice  Is 
God's  work  &  you  are  his  Agents  in  that  worke,  so  a.  just  sentence  is  Qod's 
e  y"'  Petitioner  commits  his  cause  to  God  &  you. 
And  shall  pray, 

Wm.  Crownb, 
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The  Magistral*  judge  meete  to  grant  the  petitioner  a  hearing  of  Uie  case 
mentioned  in  his  petition  at  the  next  session  of  this  Coui't,  the  petitionr 
giving  tlie  parties  concerned  timeiy  notice  tlicreot,  tbeir  hretiiren  tlie  depu- 
tyes  consenting  thereto. 

Edw.^rd  Rawson,  Secy. 

38  May  IfiSG.     Consented  to  hy  tlie  depntyes. 

Wm.  ToiiiiBT,  Clericus." 
Mass.  Archives,  Political,  Vol.  1638  to  1670,  p.  265. 

' '  Honoured  Magistrates, 

I  liould  it  necessary  to  tny  before  you  y=  particular  scitIcc  1  did  the 
Country  in  England,  w=''  my  Lord  Say's  letter  to  you  doe  but  hint  it  leav- 
ing it  to  me  to  informe  y°  y  more  than  he  vi'ould  write  at  y'  time.  When 
I  came  to  London  to  his  Maj''«,  which  was  two  weeks  after  Breedan  (for 
lie  took  post  at  Dover)  I  waa  informed  at  Court  by  several!  of  my  old 
acquaintances,  of  a  great  Charge  ^ven  unto  the  King  and  y'  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, against  this  country  and  Government  &  Mr.  Bellingham.  Tliftt 
floft  and  Wlialye,  two  trators  declared  by  Pailam'  were  very  kindly  entei'- 
tained  here  and  that  Mr.  BelHngliam  would  not  deliver  y"  up  to  Breedan, 
although  by  a  letter  required  in  his  Majiji  name  to  doe  it.  And  the  busi- 
ness was  referred  to  a  Committy  of  y'  Lords  to  examine;  upon  which  I 
presently  sent  to  my  Lord  Say  into  y°  Country,  my  old  worthy  friend,  be- 
seeeliing  him,  if  he  ever  had  love  to  New  England  or  to  Mr,  Bellingham, 
yi  he  would  come  up  to  London,  he  being  one  of  y'  Councill,  and  if  I  were 
examined  I  did  not  doubt  but  to  cleere  tliis  charge  both  concerning  j' 
Countiy  &  Mr.  Bellingham  and  take  ofE  y'  charge  they  lay  under.  His 
Lordship  returned  this  answer,  y^  he  could  not  come  up  until  y"  parlemont 
set,  be  being  old  and  crasye,  which  was  about  3  weekes  after,  but  wrote  a 
letter  to  my  Lord  Chamberlayne,  requesting  to  moove  the  Committy  to 
stay  their  proceedings  of  examination  of  y'  case  untlll  he  came  up,  leaving 
y«  letter  open  for  me  to  seaie  and  deliver  wliich  I  did.  Y*  Councill  stayed 
these  proceedings  &  now  a  demur  of  this  business  &  how  it  waa  presented 
by  Capt.  Breedan  to  y  Lord  Chancellor,  I  pi^vidled  Wii,  a  noble  person,  a 
favourite  with  his  Ma''',  to  goe  to  y*  King  and  see  how  his  Maj"*  felt  about 
New  England.  He  brought  me  tliis  answer;  he  had  been  with  y.  King 
about  it  and  Le  sayed  he  wondered  y'  that  tliey  would  take  Traitors  parts 
against  liim  y*  never  did  y"  wrong;  lie  looked  upon  New  England  to  be  a 
nice  people  and  numerous  and  a  Jewell  in  his  Crovroe  and  would  be  better 
informed  of  y'  reporte  before  lie  gave  indp  all  wliich  I  sent  my  Lord  Say 
word  of,  so  incouraged  him  to  Come  up  which  he  did  at  his  time  appointed, 
and  came  to  me  before  lie  went  to  y"  King.  He  entreated  me  to  remoove 
my  Lodgings  neare  him  to  Whitehall  y  better  to  joyne  to  gether  to  carry 
on  this  business  with  y'  Councill,  which  I  did  and  Cost  me  for  3  months 
seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence  y*  weeke,  before  I  was  dismlst  by  y= 
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Councill;  and  then  I  had  an  order  sent  me  by  y'  Councill  to  be  examined 
tmd  to  attend  de  die  in  diem. 

I  was  examined  of  all  things  of  weight  y'  Consemed  both  Church,  Qov- 
emmeut  and  Counliy,  and  having  g^ven  satisfaction  to  y'  Councill  of  what 
they  examined  me  about  and  about  Qoff  &  Whalje,  my  Lord  Chancellor 
came  to  y'  Councill  and  brought  in  a  copy  of  your  Patent,  y'  King  being 
present,  which  Ooppye  he  sent  out  by  my  Lord  Say,  requiring  me  in  y" 
Kings  name  to  appeare  that  Day  sennit  to  answer  in  twlialfe  of  y'  Country 
y'  partictilar  forpitures  of  y^  Patent  which  he  had  marked  in  y"  Coppy  of 
y'  Patent,  I  appeared  y'  day  appointed  &  sent  y'  Coppy  of  y"  patent  by 
my  Lord  Say  (y=  King  p'sent)  with  this  answer.  That  I  loobt  upon  his 
Lordship's  person  of  Honour  and  wisdome  and  would  not  put  upon  me 
ivch  J"  Common  Law  would  not  doe,  for  I  was  noe  Agent  for  New  Eng- 
land, but  as  a  stranger  saving  Hat  I  had  wintered  there  two  winters  about 
my  business  of  Nova  Scotia  which  was  before  y*  Councill.  Hescnt  meout 
word  agwue  y'  shotild  not  serve  my  turn,  Hee  would  make  mee  speeke,  I 
could  speake  enough  for  New  England  and  now  I  should,  which  my  Lord 
Bay  brought  me  out  word.  Then  I  requested  my  Lord  to  goe  in  with  fliis 
answer  from  me,  I  humbly  desired  Common  justice  for  New  England  y' 
neither  Law  or  Equity  could  deny  them,  for  all  the  Ma^trates  when  I 
came  from  thence  were  bora  in  this  Land,  soe  had  .a  proper  birthright  to 
y'  Common  Law  here  and  ought  to  hive  their  Chai^  given  them  in 
writeing  under  his  Lordship's  hand  of  what  he  would  charge  v"  in  y°  for 
fituce  of  their  Paient  and  coppys  of  all  depositions  y'  had  been  taken 
against  them,  I  conseaved  there  were  many  and  one  year  given  m(,  to 
return  it  to  y"  and  another  for  y"  to  return  an  answer  to  his  Ma]"  &  hia 
Lordship,  and  1  did  not  doubt  but  that  thej  would  approve  y^'^Ives 
faithful  subjects  to  his  Ma"  and  that  thej  had  not  infnnged  their  Patent  in 
y*  least,  upon  which  his  Lordship  expressed  himself,  he  did  not  mfend  to 
wwte  two  years  for  an  answer,  for  under  y'  time  he  thought  they  could  not 
send  it,  therefore  as  his  Ma«*  had  pardoned  his  subjects  in  y  land  of  farr 
greater  ofences  than  he  had  to  cliaige  New  England  with,  therefore  he  de- 
sired his  Ma"'  to  pardon  y"  all  in  a  lump,  for  he  had  done;  with  y'  my 
Lord  Say  came  off  y'  Councill  and  told  me  all  which  is  certainly  true. 

So  when  I  had  satisfied  y*  Councill  of  all  things  they  examined  me  of,  I 
tooke  my  leave  of  y""  and  came  for  tliia  Country,  and  having  a  Bond  of 
two  men  in  Boston  to  pay  me  440  poimd  by  110  pound  p'  an"  until  y'  sum 
was  paid,  and  part  of  it  due  I  was  inforced  to  sue  them  for  what  was  due 
to  me  and  entered  my  action  in  y«  County  Court.  Y«  persons  bound  ap- 
peared &  owned  y  debt,  y'  verdict  passed  for  me,  Deacon  Parkes  y* 
foreman,  but  y'  Court  would  not  warrant  it,  soe  it  fell  to  y*  Court  of  As- 
sistants where  I  met  with  y"  same  hard  measure,  and  with  much  difficulty 
I  got  my  petition  to  y"  General  Court  in  May  and  referred  me  for  a  bearing 
to  the  October  Court,  wliere  I  was  thrown  out,  not  tryable— this  kindness  I 
met  with.  Soe  I  lost  110  pounds  a  yeare  for  above  seven  yeates  which  y' 
persona  bound  received  my  profits  and  could  never  get  anything  of  it  be- 


dbjGoogle 


30  ANNALS    OF    MENDON,  [1GG7. 

cause  of  y»  General  Court's  order.  TLen  in.  y"  time  of  y'lndianwin-rs,  I 
Iwing  at  Prudence  Island  l)y  Newport,  having  lent  Mr.  Joliu  Paine  90 
pound  upon  a  tract  of  land  in  Mendoii  for  two  years,  the  wai'ra  being 
ended,  Mr.  Payne  drowned  and  y  Mortgage  out  and  y'  land  forfited  to  me 
I  came  to  show  Gov'  Leverett  about  it  who  told  me  Mr.  Payne  had 
forfited  it  to  y"  Country  for  »ot  coming  to  Mendon  to  aaaist  y'  Towne 
against  y"  IndLins,  and  y'  order  of  y'  Councill  required  him  upon 
3^  forflture  of  it,  but  when  I  showed  him  my  Mortgage,  aclinowledged 
before  Mr.  Bradstreet,  be  sayd  I  should  liave  it  when  y°  County  Court  did 
sit  to  have  an  order  to  enter  upon  it.  So  I  went  then  to  my  son  Henory's 
to  y'  Eastward;  but  before  my  return  y  Gov'"'  Leverett  was  dead,  and  I 
having  a  chapman  here  in  towne  to  buy  refused  to  proceed  with  me  till  I 
liad  recovered  it  by  law,  upon  whicli  I  sent  and  attached  y'  land  f orfitted 
to  a  trya]  to  y°  next  County  Court  and  Summoned  in  Mr,  Knight,  Mr. 
Payne's  administrator  made  by  y"  Coui't  to  appear  and  answer  my  action, 
but  when  y=  day  of  tryaJ  came,  and  had  entered  my  action,  I  desired  to  lie 
beard  when  y  Gov'  stood  up  and  aayd  he  did  not  think  it  meete  to  be 
tryed.  Then  I  prest  my  mortgage,  acknowledged  before  him,  might  be 
read.  It  would  not  be  granted.  So  I  lost  all  my  cliarges  y*  10  sliillings 
for  entrance  and  before  I  got  possession  of  y'  land  mortgaged  I  was  dnm- 
nifled  above  4  pound.  Soe  these  seeming  nnklndnesses  lye  very  heavye  on 
my  Spirit,  when  I  tiiink  of  the  service  I  have  done  for  y^  country.  And 
God  having  imd  his  hand  heavy  on  me  these  7  or  8  months  iiath  brought 
me  so  low  y'  I  am  scarce  able  to  stir  out  of  ray  bed,  do  tlierefore  humbly 
pray  y'  you  would  take  my  condition  into  your  Serious  consideration  and 
doe  y*  justice  that  y"  law  of  God  and  man  requires.  And  for  y'  600  acres 
of  Land  y'  y'  General  Court  granted  me,  considering  y"  chai'ges  in  looking 
it  out  and  laying  it  out  and  y°  Indians  demanding  pay  for  it  of  me,  all 
things  considered,  it  will  be  little  worth  to  me.* 

Soe  immbly  desiring  your  answer  I  remaiiic 

Tour  Humble  Servant 

Wn.i..  Ceowhb.  ■ 
June  10,  1083. 

In  answer  to  this  request  of  Coll.  Crowne's  the  Councill  have  agreed  tliiit 
five  pounds  be  given  him  at  the  p'sent  and  tiiat  it  be  sent  out  of  tiie  contri- 
bution iu  tiie  Gov"  liands;  withnll  they  have  agreed  that  his  case  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Gten"  Court  for  a  more  full  consideration  of  his  case. 

Signed  by  Sam"  Nowell,  per  order. 

July  18,  1682." 

•The  500  acres  here  referred  to  wee  grimted  to  Col  C™wne  at  a  General  Conrt  held  Oct.  8, 
1663,111  the  followtng  words;  "ThiBCoart  aa  an  acknowledgment  of  the  great  paynes  of 
Col.  Wni.  Crowne  in  hehalfeot  this  conutry  when  he  wne  in  Ent^ond,  judge  meece  to  graunt 
him  Ave  hnndred  acres  ot  land  in  anyplace  not  li^slly  dlepoeed  of."  This  grant  was  laid 
out  25.  a.  1665  hy  Thomas  Xoyes,  Surveyor  on  a  brnnch  of  Budbnry  river,  at  a  place  called 
by  the  Indiana  M^nogBncok  Hill.  The  present  villoge  of  Aehlaiid  ia  s^d  to  he  located  on 
this  giant. 
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Of  those  mentioned  as  "accepted"  in  1663,  it  is  not  found 
that  Nathaniel  Htu'eman,  Alexander  Plumley,  Josiali  Chapin, 
Joseph  Penieman,  John  SmaJI,  of  Brantree,  or  Goodman  King, 
sen'.,  Walter  Cook,  William  Holbrook,  Goodman  Bolter,  sen'., 
Samuel  Pratt  and  Thomas  Bolter,  of  Weymouth,  had  lands 
granted  them  up  to  the  close  of  IQQ'il.  Lands  were  granted  this 
yeai"  to  Benjamin  Albee,  with  whom  the  "  Committee  "  had  biir- 
gained  (for  fifty  acres  of  land,)  to  build  a  grist  mill,  Ferdinando 
Thayer,  John  Gnrney,  Mathias  PufEer,  John  Hai-ber,  George 
Aldrich,  Daniel  LoTett,  and  John  More  of  Braintree,  and  to 
John  Thompson,  Joseph  White,  John  Rayner,  the  Minister,  and 
Ahraliam  Staples  of  Weymouth,  Lands  were  also  granted  to 
Col.  Crowne,  John  Eoekwood,  Thomas  Barnes,  John  Jepeon, 
Samuel  Sead,  Joseph  Juell,  Thomas  Juell,  and  Samuel  Spencer, 
whose  places  of  former  residence  were  not  mentioned,  and  to 
Moses  Paine  and  Peter  Brackett  of  Bru.lntree,  who  held  the 
Indian  deed  of  the  township. 


l668.  January  27.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Selectmen  it  was 
ordered  "  that  noe  Inhabitant  shall  oufct  downe  any  Chestnutt 
Trees,  standing  upon  the  Common  Land,  but  shall  forfeit  to  the 
use  of  the  Towne  five  shilling  for  every  tree,  there  having  been 
soe  gi-eat  A  Spoyle  allready  Made  thereby,  meerely  for  the  Nutts 
sake,  and  will  yet  be  more  (if  not  hereby  prevented)  w°'  will  in 
tyme  prove  A  gi'eat  wronge  to  ye  Towne." 

Jan  38.  At  a  general  town  meeting  held  this  day,  were  chosen 
for  Townsmen  (Selectmen)  Col.  Wm.  Ci'owne,  Deacon  Hide, 
Gregory  Cook,  Ferdinando  Thayer  and  Daniel  Lovett.  For 
Eegister  (Town  Clerk)  Col.  Crowne. 

In  the  early  history  of  the  towns  the  Selectmen  were  clothed 
with  powers,  that,  at  the  present  day,  woiild  he  thought  extra- 
ordinai'y.  In  fact  they  transacted  most  of  the  bnsinei^e  of  the 
town. 

Feb.  3.  The  Selectmen  met  this  day  and  made  the  following 
orders:— 

"Wee  takiege   into  consideratioa  tlie  gieiil  Necessity  of  Meadiage  all 
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highwayes  Aliout  this  Towne  w"''  hath  heen  so  long  neglected  doe  order 
and  Appoint  the  Surveyors  speedily  to  gitt  all  the  highways  well  mended 
both  for  cai-tes  aud  cattle  and  passengers,  and  the  way  by  Walter  Cook's 
house  to  Joseph  White's  first  repaired,  and  the  way  to  the  Mill  Wo""  was  to 
be  layd  out  by  those  men  chosen  before;  and  the  Surveyors  call  to  theh" 
Assistance  the  Several  Inhabitants  of  this  Towne  to  worke,  aud  (they)  that 
have  4  oxen  to  work  A  day  at  A  tynie,  and  soe  all  the  rest  doe  work  pro- 
portion(al)  to  their  tyme,  And  soe  to  continue  their  labor  soe  long  as  the 
Surveyors  sliall  see  cause.  And  upon  4  days  notice  to  each  Inhabitant  to 
worke,  and  he  shall  refuse  or  neglect  it  shall  pay  for  his  contempt  8s.  4d. 
per  day  for  A  man  and  63.  pei'  day  for  4  oxen,  a  man  and  a  carte,  and  Ba.  a 
day  for  2  oxen  a  man  and  carte.  And  wliere  any  trees  are  lying  in  Uie 
highways  to  Remove  them  out  that  noe  Damage  or  hurt  may  come  to  any 
person  thereby.  And  that  A  bridge  bo  set  up  wheere  the  first  bridge  was 
formerly,  goeing  to  Medfleld  in  the  most  fittest  place  to  be  found  for  the 
public  good  and  care  of  traivelers." 

At  the  same  time  Goodman  (George)  Aldricli  had  a  grant  of 
land  "  in  lew  "  of  land  taken  to  widen  the  road,  and  Goodman 
(John)  Harber  had  a  grant  for  the  same  purpose. 

This  road  to  be  widened  waa  not  the  main  road,  now  (1880) 
the  Main  street;  hut  a  road  leading  from  near  the  honae 
of  Austin  A.  Taft  to  near  the  house  of  Gilbert  GaskiU,  (long 
since  discontinned,)  and  so  continuing  through  Emerson  and  ' 
Washington  street  to  the  northerly  terminus  of  the  latter  street, 
and  fi'om  thence, to  the  road  oTei-  Misco  Hill,  not  far  from  the  - 
homestead  of  the  late  Watee  Davenport.  This  section  last  men- 
tioned waa  also  soon  discontinued. 

From  the  foregoing  order  of  the  Selectmen  we  should,  at  first 
sight,  see  no  good  reason  why  there  should  have  been  any  poor 
roads  in  the  eaiiy  days  of  the  settlement,  so  long  as  everybody 
was  required  to  wofk  as  long  as  the  Surveyors  should  deem  it 
proper;  but,  as  the  Surveyors  were  directed  to  remove  rocks  and 
trees  from  the  road  and  the  roads  were  ten  rods  wide,  we  can 
readily  see  that  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  expect  such  roads  as 
would  command  the  acceptance  of  the  County  Commissioners  of 
the  present  day.  At  any  rate,  had  this  rule  been  continued,  we 
shoald  have  been  spared  the  recent  outlay  of  seven  thousand 
dollai'8  upon  a  single  mile  of  our  roads,  with  five  or  six  hundred 
doUars  for  damages  sustained  by  a  "traiveler"  during  its  con- 
struction.    This  was  for  special  repairs  on  the  line  of  road  lead- 
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jng  from  the  house  of  Silas  Dudley  to  Milford  line,  ordered  by 
the  County  Commissioners  in  1871. 

At  a  Gonei'iil  town  meeting,  held  April  34,  house  lots  were 
gi'anted  to  "Deacon  Hide  and  his  son  Job,  with  the  privilege 
that  other  house  lotts  of  that  hignesa  have  only  the  former  in- 
habitants must  be  first  sirpplied  their  several  shares  of  Mea- 
dowes."  From  tliis  we  leai'n  that  Deacon  Hide  and  his  son  Job 
were  new  comers,  and  that  they  were  the  flrstwlio  came  to  settle 
in  the  Town  after  its  incorporation. 

At  this  meeting  it  was  also  "  Ordered  to  give  Mr,  Benjamin 
Allot  a  Call,  with  his  ffather's  leave,  and  A  letter  sent  to  that 
effect." 

■  This  Mr.  Eenjiimin  Allot  was  undoubtedly  a  son  of  the  Apostle 
to  the  Indians,  as  he  was  most  appropriately  called,  bnt  whether 
the  father  withheld  his  "  leave,"  or  whether  the  son  did  not  see 
fit  to  accept  the  call  we  have,  at  this  late  day,  no  means  for  de- 
termining. Perhaps  the  fact  that  "A  Minister's  house  for  the 
first  that  shall  be  settled  here,"  which  hiid  not  yet  been  erected, 
and  the  further  fact  that  no  movement  had  been  made  for  a 
meeting  house,  may  have  had  something  to  do  with  the  decision 
of  Mr.  Eliot. 

At  the  same  meeting,  after  the  call  had  been  voted,  it  was 
"Agi-eed  on  then  alsoe  by  y°  Maior  pte  of  y'  Inhabitants  at  this 
Towne  Meeting  that  the  Meeting  house  shall  be  sett  on  the 
highest  side  or  pte  of  the  land  w"*  is  a  High  way  neere  to  Joseph 
White's  saw  pit,  in  his  howse  lott,  and  to  erect  it  with  sill  speed." 

Joseph  White's  house  lot  was  bounded  westerly  by  the  present 
road  leading  fi'om  Milford  to  Uxbridge,  and  extended  from 
Muddy  Brook  to  the  little  run  west  of  the  house  of  Gnstavus  B. 
Williams,  and  was  of  sufficient  width  to  contain  forty  acres.  As 
the  meeting  house  was  to  be  built  upon  the  highest  side  of  the 
way,  (the  Main  street  now,)  it  must  have  been  located  some- 
where near  the  brick  building  formerly  used  by  the  Mendun 
Bank,  now  the  Hall  of  Eeeords. 

April  36,  "  Steven  Cooke  was  granted  a  30  acre  house  lot  to 
ioyn  to  John  Harbor  his  house  lott  with  the  proviso  that,  when 
God  shall  make  way  for  his  goinge  for  England,  not  to  putt  it 
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ofE  to  any  but  to  3uch  as  the  present  Townesmen  or  Towne  shall 
approve  of."  Whether  Mr.  Cook  ever  went  for  England  is,  we 
think,  a  matter  of  doubt,  ae  we  find  his  name  attached  to  the 
settlement  of,  Mr.  Emerson  in  Dec  1669,  and  afterwards  in  the 
division  of  lands  in  1673. 

Under  date  of  Sept.  6,  the  selectmen  offered  a  bounty  of  20s. 
to  any  inhabitant  who  should  kill  a  wolf  within  the  limits  of  the 
town,  and  they  fui-ther  ordered  that  the  Constable  "  shall  gather 
it  and  paye  it  them,  having  a  warrant  under  our  hands  to  doe 
it." 

G-regoiy  Cook  also  had  a  grant  of  a  forty  acre  house  lot  upon 
the  same  terms  as  "Deacon  Hide  and  his  sonn  Jobo  had  theirs, 
for  all  things,"  only  there  is  to  be  a  highway,  if  need  be,  through 
his  lot. 

Deacon  Hide  had  the  meadow  called  the  School  Meadow  (the 
meadow  near-  the  present  residence  of  Pntnian  W.  Taft,)  for  two 
yeai's  at  one  pound  yearly,  "in  such  pay  as  will  answer  the 
Towne's  ends." 

"  Ordered  againe  by  \is  tliat  all  ileaces  about  corne  ftelds  and  orchard.'!  lie 
Made  good  and  Sufflcieot  according  to  law,  and,  if,  upon  vew  by  those 
that  are  to  vew  y",  they  are  not,  the  damages  are  to  lay  upon  the  owners 
of  y  fences,  or,  if  good,  upon  the  ownei's  of  the  Cattle  or  Swine  y'  doe  y* 
Damage." 

At  this  time  we  And  the  Selectmen  taking  eare  that  the  town 
should  not  trespsiss  upoti  the  lands  of  their  Indian  neighbors,  as 
we  learn  by  the  following  order: — 

"Ordered  to  send  to  the  Indiau  Plantation  called  Assonomait  Ki  thcr 
Magistrate  to  send  some  of  .those  Indians  that  know  ther  Bounds  to  ua  to 
consider  if  we  have  Ruan  into  their  lyne,  and  to  Alter  it  w"'out  any  wrong 
to  them  or  ua,  and,  if  need  he,  to  Bectifle  it  before  tlie  nest  General  Court. " 

Joseph  White  was  appointed  Surveyor,  and  "Goodman  Albe, 
if  he  will.  May  Measure  any  Man's  howse  lott  y'  desires  him,  3 
townsmen  with  him." 

Sept.  35.  "  Att  a  Generall  Towne  Meetinge  It  is  ordered  that  the  Select- 
men doe  take  care  to  gett  the  Meetinge  house  Erected  in  the  Place  formerly 
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agreed  oa  upon  the  host  And  cheapest  Teannes  they  can  for  the  good  of 
the  Town ;  the  breadth  32  foote  square,  13  foote  atudd,  the  Ruffe  gathered 
to  A  7  foote  square  vi""  A  Turrett. 

October  following  we  gave  Job  Hide  an  order  to  goe  on  w"*  the  work 
■«''•  is  here  Incetled,  the  Towne  then  gave  Deacon  Hide  leave  untiD  May 
the  first  6B  to  settle  with  his  family  and  Job  also." 


■•AGREEMENT  WITH  JOB  HIDE, 

-It  is  agreed  on  by  the  Selectmen  for  the  more  ease  of  the  People  heere  and 
the  speedie  carringe  on  of  Ihe  buildinge  that  Job  Hide  doe  undertake  the 
whole  worke  for  the  well  Mana^ne  of  the  frame  of  the  Meetinge  liowse, 
and  for  his  Paynes  and  severall  dayes  work  tliat  hee  shall  doe  at  it  shall  be 
allowed  38.  6d.  pr  day,  but  not  to  deduct  it  out  of  Ills  or  his  ffather"  pay 
for  theire  lotts,  but  to  receive  it  as  wee  can  Make  it.  And  every  person  in 
Towne  that  can  work,  doe  assist  him  as  much  as  shall  come  to  their  rates  as 
shall  hereafter  be  Agreed  on  for  each  lott  to  beare;  whose  affection  to  soo 
good  A  work  will  be  known,  thereby  Carringe  for  God's  glory  and  the 
Publique  good,  faithfully  and  speedily  to  perfect  it  aa  tlie  season  will  per- 
mytt," 

During  this  yeai'  the  Nipmuck  Indians  sa'hmlttect  Ihemselves 
to  the  government  of  the  English,  as  will  be'  seen  by  the  follow- 
ing document,  to  be  found,  in  the  Massachusetta  Archives,  "In- 
dians, Vol  30,  p.  146." 

"  To  the  Honer^  Govern',  DeptJ  Governor,  Magistrates  and  Deputies  now 
sittinge  in  the  General  Court  at  Boston,  April  39,  1668: 
The  humble  submission  and  subjection  of  tlie  Native  Indian  Sagamore  & 
people  of  Nipmuck,  Inhabiting  within  the  bounds  of  the  Patent  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  ueare  adjoining  unto  the  English  Townes  settled  of  Mend- 
ham  and  Marlborough. 

We  the  Inhabitants  of  Quanutussett,  Mouucliogok,  Chaubunakongkomok, 
A^uhodnffiog,  Ressessnogus,  Wabuquoship,  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  Nip- 
inuck,  being  convinced  of  our  great  sins  <&  how  good  it  ia  to  turn  unto  the 
Lord  and  bee  his  servants  by  praying  and  calling  upon  his  name:  We  doe 
solemnly  before  God  and  this  Court*  give  up  ourselves  soe  to  doe. 

Also  wee,  finding,  by  experience,  how  good  it  is  to  live  under  laws  & 

good  government  ife  finding  how  much  we  need  the  protection  of  the 

English,  doe  freely  out  of  our  own  notion  &  voluntary  choice  submit  our- 

selve  to  the  Government  of  the  Massachusetts. 

To  the  Honor'  General  Court:  t«  the  Honoi'*  Governor,  Deputy  Qovernr 
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!.  to  te  niled  and  protected  hy  tliem.     And  wc  doc  liiimbly  in- 
treat  tiiat  we  may  be  favorably  B»xi',pte'i. 
M;ly  ninth  1668. 

TliG  miirku  of      I    Wntuwikompiinim. 

Job  Batten  net. 

The  mfu'k  of   y\  Rctiikhanit. 

The  mai-k  of  yJ\  TJppeJienohtiik. 

The  mark  of  ^A  Wahiimahchein. 

The  tnai-k  of    rt   "Wagesiik. 

The  mark  of    O    "Wussaiimnndns. 

The  mark  of  O   Tnhkomia. 

The  mark  of  ^^  Piipaiimwoit. 

The  mark  of     0  Wullompeh. 

These  have  subscribecl  in  the  name  and  witli  the  consent  of  all  the  rest. 

Whether  the  Nipmuek  Indians  submitted  fco  the  English  be- 
cause they  were  "  cominced  of  their  great  sins,"  and  intended 
"to  turn  unto  the  Lord  and  be  hie  servants,"  or  because  they 
had  come  to  feel  the  need  of  protection  against  enemies  of  their 
own  race  we  cannot,  at  ,thia  late  day,  fully  determine.  "When 
however  we  find  that  the  eloquence  of  Philip  soon  after  per- 
suaded them  to  confederate  with  him  in  liia'  contemplated  extir- 
pation of  the  English,  we  can  hai-dly  believe  that  Matoonas, 
wliom  the  Apostle  Eliot  had  converted  from  heathenism,  and 
Major  Gookiii  had  made  a  Constable  at  Quineigamond,  would 
have  led  the  attack  upon  Mendon  in  1.675  l^ad  he  entirely  shaken 
oft  tiie  old  Adam. 


1669,     .T;in.  1.      "It  was  agreed,  at  a  town  meeting,  that  tlie 
same  townsmen  that  were  the  last  ycarc  shall  he  for  this  yeare, 
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unless  Deaeon  Hide  doe  not  come  to  Inhabitt  by  the  first  of  May 
next  then  it  is  resoWed  to  choose  another  in  his  Rooine." 

The  Selectmen  for  1668  were  Col.  Crowne,  Deacon  Hide, 
Gregory  Cook,  Ferdinando  Thayer  and  Daniel  Lovett.  As  no 
mention  was  made  of  a  choice  for  a  Register  it  is  presumed  that 
Ool.  Crowne  continued  to  dischai-ge  the  duties  of  that  ofBce. 
Samuel  Head  was  chosen  Constable,  Johu  Woodland,  sen.,  and 
Samuel  Hayward,  SuiTeyora  of  Highways,  and  Col.  Crowne, 
Benjamin  Alby  and  Gregory  Cook,  Commissioners. 

Ool.  Crowne  was  also  chosen  "  to  be  Returned  to  the  General 
Oourte  to  gaine  power  to  take  the  verdict  of  the  jury  ujjon  y° 
death  of  John  Lovett,  (killed  by  an  unruly  horse),  to  mari'y  and 
to  give  the  present  Constable  his  oath." 

Most  of  the  transactions  of  the  town,  in  the  early  settlement 
of  the  place,  like  all  the  new  towns  of  the  olden  time,  related  to 
the  division  of  land  among  those  already  removed  hither,  the 
gi-antiug  of  homesteads  to  new  comers  and  the  establishment  of 
roads. 

In  regard  to  the  land  it  will  be  understood  that  it  was  held  in 
fee  by  those  who  were  settled  upon  its  soil,  and  that  no  title 
could  he  acquired  without  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants. 
When,  in  the  allotment  of  land  to  new  comers,  the  expression 
" with  privileges  such  as  lots  of  that  bigness  have"  was  used, 
the  grantee  acquired  A  right  in  the  unappropriated  lands—he 
became  a  proprietor.  "Without  this  expression  lie  had  no  inter- 
,est  beyond  the  number  of  aei-es  specified  in  his  gi'ant.  The 
Proprietors  kept  records  apart  from  the  town  records,  and  had 
occasional  meetings  until  a  late  period.  Peaiiy  Hunt,  of  Mil- 
ford,  was  the  last  Proprietors'  Clerk.  By  a  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  the  town  of  Mendon  was  made  the  custodian  of 
these  records. 

"  Tlie  fifty  acres  of  upland  W"'' tlie  Honerad  Committee  liefore  did  de- 
signe  to  Benjamin  Alby  about  his  labor  concerning  tlie  Mill,  together  w''' 
y*  30  AcoT  House  lott,  and  the  20  Acor  house  lott  tliat  his  8onn  iu  law 
Thomas  Barnes  Dwells  on  is  to  have  all  priviliclges  in  the  Towne  as  other 
30  Acor  house  lotts  shall  have  is  conflnned." 

This  fifty  acres  to  Benjamin  Alby  was  laid  out  on  either  side 
lii  Mill  Eiver  "against  the  Dwelling  House  by  the  Mill."  The 
grist  mill  has  long  since   disappeared  and  a  shoddy  piill  has 
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taken  its  place.     Lewis  B.  Gaskill  is  tlie  present  owner  of  tlie 
AJby  place. 

The  fifty  acres  and  the  twenty  acre  house  lot  above  mentioned 
were  granted  to  Benjamin  Alby  by  the  Committee  "  for  ordering 
and  settleing  the  Plantation  at  Netmocke,"  as  will  appeai'  by 
their  grant  dated  "  at  Roxbnry  5"".  2.  64,"  and  heretofore  re- 
corded on  p.  9. 

Feb.  2.  "  Agreed  on  Ukat  the  Townesmen  together  w*  Goodmaa  Alby, 
Goodman  Harber  &  Walter  Cook  doe  see  that  the  Minister's  house  be 
speedily  aett  forward  in  gettinge  all  things  in  A  readiness  To  build,  it  and 
erect  it  where  the  Place  is  Agreed  on  w*  the  length,  breadth,  height  w"" 
all  dementions  formerly  ^reed  to  to  compleatit  w""  speed.  And  to  flnnish 
it  to  be  carryed  in  A  way  of  A  Rate  v/"'  is  thought  tie  best  way  to  ease 
chai'ges  and  speed  y"  wocke. " 

At  this  meeting  Joseph  Stevens,  the  Smith,  had  a  thirty  acre 
lot  gi-anted,  and  which  land  was  formerly  reserved  for  a  Smith's 
lot. 

Matthias  Puffer  had  his  thirty  acre  lot  surveyed  by  Benjajnin 
Aiby,  the  northeast  comer  being  a  "A  great  Eocke  w'"  A 
Springe  Rnnninge  from  under  it  into  Muddy  Brooke. "  Puffer's 
house  stood  a  little  south  from  the  house  of  the  late  Daniel 
Thurber.  At  the  same  time  Benjamin  Alby  sni-veyed  the  house 
lots  of  John  Eockit,  (Rockwood)  John  Gurney,  Samuel  Hay- 
ward,  Gregory  Cook  and  John  Jepson. 

March  18.  A  notice  was  received  from  the  Selectmen  of  Ded- 
ham  that  they  intend  "  to  Eunn  the  lyne  between  them  and  our 
towne  "  the  23d  day  of  this  month,  and  they  had  appointed  the 
two  Fishers  and  old  Goodman  Thurston  of  Medfleld.  The  Se- 
lectmen of  Mendon  appointed  Goodman  Thayer,  a  Townsman, 
Matthias  Puffer  and  John  Eockett  to  meet  the  committee  of 
Dedham,  and  "to  settle  the  bounds  between  them  and  us." 

Wee  whose  names  are  subscribed  beinge  Deputed  by  the  Towns  of  Ded- 
ham and  Mendon  to  Run  tlie  lyne  between  them.  Wee  Mett  accord- 
ingly upon  tlie  lyne  at  the  bent  of  the  River  where  Lieutt.  Fisiiei'  begun 
tlie  lyne  To  Nipmng  River  and  New  Marked  it  and  Baised  up  heapes  of 
Stones  according  to  law. 

ffai'dinando  Thayre  John  Thurston 

Mathyaa  Puffier  Anthony  ffisher 

John  Rockett  Nathaniel  fflsher 

for  Meudon.  Nathaniel  Graves 

for  Dedham. 
1.  33.  69.  (old  style) 
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May  10.  The  Minister's  houso,  voted  to  be  built  last  yeai-,  is 
not  yet  completed,  as  we  find  by  the  following  orders  of  the  Se- 
lectmen t^- 

"  Ordered  tlie  speedy  carringeontheifraiiieof  the  Minister's  ho  wse  and  that 
.  Thomas  Juell  doe  provide  400  of  good  Clapboards  upon  his  owne  account 
atd  hring  them  to  tlie  frame  as  Goodman  Barnes  and  Goodman  Read  shall 
approve  of,  and  he  is  alsoe  to  bring  213  more  clapboai'ds  upon  Gregory 
Cook's  accompte  good  and  Mai'chantable  as  y'  said  former  persons  shali 
judge,  wi^in  one  Month  after  this  day. 

Ordered  tliat  .Gregory  Cook  doe  pay  in  Naylea  in  p"  of  his  iot  seventeen 
shillings  and  eight  pence  in  eight  penny  and  the  rest  as  the  workmen  shall 
see  best,  being  in  full  of  his  purchase. 

Ordered  that  the  Constable  doe  take  cai'e  to  see  that  the  orders  about  tlie 
Ministei''B  house  be  complyed  w"'." 

The  Selectmen  having  completed  tlieir  orders  about  the  Min- 
ister's house,  conchided  their  session  by  repealing  tlie  bonnty  of 
20s.  for  killing  a  wolf. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  April,  1668,  the  town  sent  a 
request  to  the  Magistrate  of  the  Indian  Plantation  of  Aasonomsit 
"  to  send  some  of  the  Indians  that  know  their  bounds  to  consider 
if  we  have  run  into  their  line. " 

In  consequence  of  this  doubt  about  the  coiTectness  of  the 
boundaries  of  the  town,  it  seems  the  inhabitants  of  Mendon  pe- 
titioned the  General  Oovirt  for  redress,  as  will  appear  by  the 
following  copy  fi'om  the 
.   Mass.  Archives,  "Towns,  Vol.  113,  p.  190." 

"  To  the  ever  honor*  Generall  Courte  Sittinge  at  Boston,  May  )9,  1688, 
The  humble  Petition  of  y'  Inhabitants  of  Mendon 
Sheweth  tliat  y  PettitionerB,  as  in  duty  bound,  owne  w""  all  thankful- 
ness the  soverall  ffavors  this  Court  bestowed  on  this  place  in  their  settle- 
ment w"""  Ihey  shall  labor  to  improve  (by  God's  assistance)  for  his  glory  y' 
boner"  and  y"  publique  good..  In  that  petition  uppon  our  Settlement  wee 
Informed  that  Court  of  y  very  small  quantjty  of  meadow  w'''in  our  Line. 
That  although  a  thirty  acre  Lott  were  to  have  but  Tenn  aci'es  of  meadow 
to  it  and  so  proportionable,  yett  was  tlier  then  three  families  without  any 
&  since  fowre  that  have  none.  And  to  y*  beat  of  our  jndgm'  the  whole  but 
about  two  hundred  and  sixteen  acres  i  therefore  we  humbly  craved  all  the 
meado  wee  should  find  within  two  or  three  miles,  yett  not  dis]>03ed  of,  to 
supply  our  necessities,  w"  the  Court  neither  denyed  or  granted  absolutely 
because,  as  wee  humbly  Conceive  wee  had  not  stated  the  quantity  wiUi 
bounds  w"""  since  is  done  through  so  much  difficulty  &  changed  to  about 
ninety  acoi*  lying  nigh  unto  our  Line  in  amall  parcells  as  p'  y*  paper 
annexed  wee  sbow 
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And  now  through  God  hsiving  good  hope  to  enjoy  the  Gospel  &  gather  a 
church  by  the  help  of  Mr.  John,  Raytier,  whose  labors  we  had  comfort  of 
this  winter  &  that  hee  will  eetUe  with  ub  besides  severall  good  people  mem- 
bers of  churches  tender  themaelves  to  come  to  us  had  wee  meado  to  supply 
them,  and  although  wee  have  purchased  thia  Tract  of  Land  twice  of  the 
Indians  to  above  thirty  pound  price,  wee  are  so'  beleagred  w""  them  as  wee 
Interfere  upon  yom^  (other)  plantations  Aponomisco,  Manchaug,  Shocbo- 
logue,  Nashwag',  and  King  Philip  pretends  a  great  shai'e  in  oiu-  best  land 
&  raeddo,  so  wee  must  mend  our  line,  for  peace  sake,  by  what  is  within 
your  good  leave,  w^i"  we  pray. 

These  premises  considered  wee  are  constrained  to  Renew  our  Sute  and 
doe  earnestly  pray  a  grant  of  y*  severall  pm'Cella  of  medo  in  the  paper  an- 
nexed W"  not  only  will  Ineorridge  good  poeple  to  Settle  w'"'  us  butt  inable 
us  to  carry  on  the  publique  service  more  fully  as  wee  desire. 

Further  wee  pray  tliat  in  regard  as  we  are  25  miles  ofl  from  any  Magis- 
trate &  beset  w"  many  incombrances  as  is  the  lott  of  new  plantations,  to 
afford  us  that  succor  and  ease,  that  our  honered  ffriend,  Ooi.  Orowne  may 
be  impowered  to  take  a  Verdict  off  us  w*ii  is  about  y'  death  of  a  boy,  sonne 
to  Daniell  Lovett,  y'  came  by  a  fall  from  his  father's  horse  &  y"  honered 
Magistrate  Lusher  can  inform  is  only  to  ease  some  very  aged  man  of  y"  jury 
ffrom  travelling  so  faixe,  having  left  their  labour  already  the  honer*  Major* 
being  (in)  Boston:  and  allso  y'  y°  Collon"  may  give  the  Constable  his  oath 
marrie  and  what  else  may  Iw  for  good  oid.er,  w*  ai*  acts  of  gi'ace  flowing 
from  you  to  other  Towns  Remote,  and  none  need  it  more.  Lastly  we  pray 
tliat  Mr.  Braekett  of  Boston  and  Ensign  Moses  Paine  of  Brantry  may  be 
authorized  to  surrender  up  to  us  or  to  ym  wee  shall  depute,  our  Indian 
Grant  of  this  Land  w""  all  other  pai)ers  belonging  to  this  place,  Acts  of 
y=  honei'e"  Committee,  being  paid  the  disbursements  relating  thereto  and 
y  Acts  heere  will  better  strengthen  our  Indian  Grant  for  us  &  our  Succes- 
sors for  the  future  and  wee  shall  pray. 

Aldrich  Steven  Cook,  junior  Gregory  Cook 

-ctt  Joseph  Stevens  fardinando  Tliayro 

torn  off  John  Woodland,  senior  Dan:  Lovett 

Staples  George  Aldrich 

John  More,  senior  John  Harber. 
John  Thompson,  junior 

A  Particulai'  (description)  of  the  Severall  Parcells  of  Meadow  ■vr'-  is  latuiy 
found,  outlyinge  The  Town  Bounds  of  Mendon, 

Three  Acors  lyinge  by  y'  River  upon  which  our  Mill  stands  on  the  North 
side  of  our  Lyne. 

Six  Acors  upon  the  same  side  of  our  Lyne  About  A  Mile  off  it. 

Three  Acors  lyinge  upon  the  same  side  of  our  lyne. 

Eighteen  Acors  or  thereabouts  bounded  on  the  Eaat  w*  A  great  Pyne 

•Probably  Major  Oookin. 
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Swampe  w"*  Bun  of  water  on  y'  same  aide  of  our  Lyne,  thi'ee  a«ors  more  on 
the  east  aide  of  our  Lyne  About  A  mile  off  it. 

Fower  Acora  lyiuge  by  a  run  of  water  w°''  runs  into  tiic  Nortli  braiicli  ot 
Charles  River  next  our  lyne. 

Six  Acors  on  the  Noilli  side  of  our  Lyne  w"'  A  great  Hill  of  Tioclis  on 
y'  Bouth  aide  thereof  About  a  mile  ofl. 

Three  Acora  upon  the  same  bi'auch  of  y'  River  on  the  west. 

About  Tbii-ty  Acors  upoa  A  branch  of  y"  same  Eivor  adioyninge  our 
towno  Lyne  on  y"  north  side. 

3ix  Acors  on  tjie  northeast  corner  of  our  lyne  Adtoyuinge  To  it  by  a  Pyiie 
Swamp  on  y'  west. 

About  fifteen  Acors  lyinge  on  the  west  aide  of  Charles  lUver,  being  the 
Third  Branch  we  pass  over  to  Metfleld. 

Six  Acors  on  the  Second  Branch  of  Charles  River  Towards  Metfleld  iuid 
below  that  Meadow, w"!"  our  Lyae  runs  through. 

About  twelve  Acors  upon  tlie  same  River  A  bout  2  miles  ofl  our  bounds 
fiouthwestas  we  goe  to  Metfleld. 

Of  tile  several  parcells  we  understand  that  about  30  Acora  of  the  wliole  is 
taken  up,  if  noe  more,  soe  then  there  will  not  be.  A  bove  Ninety  Acors,  and 
we  want  neere  soe  much  to  complete  tlie  (amjiies  we  liiwe  already,  soe  as  if 
we  get  it  not  some  of  our  families  must  departe  &  tiie  Town  decayed. 

Ill  iiiiawer  to  this  PptitioD, 

Tlie  Committee  findinge  that  y"  place  is  But  meanly  provided  of  meddow 
&  y'  y=  Diatribution  already  made  is  but  small  to  y"  y'  have  y*  most  I)oe 
Conceive  this  Court  may  well  Grant  that  Town  y*  Meddo  Petitioned  for 
for  accommodating  such  persons  among  y'°  as  have  none  or  aoy  New 
Comera  to  y». 

As  to  thave  other  desire  We  Conceive  Collonell  Crowne  may  be  impow- 
ered  to  ^ve  the  pi-esent  Oonatable  hia  oath  and  to  give  oath  and  take  y"' 
verdict  according  to  law,  of  y"  jury  for  tljc  untimely  death  in  y  case 
mentioned;  as  alsoe  that  he  may  be  Impowered  to  solemnize  Marriage  in 
y'  Town  of  Mendoa,  provided  the  ptya  be  residing  in  y'  towne  or  at  least 
one  of  y*  ptys  &  this  untill  thia  Court  take  furtlier  order.. 

As  to  their  last  request  Tliat  Mr.  Brackett  &  Mosea  Payne  may  surrender 
up  tbeire  Indian  Purchase  &  otlier  papers  in  their  hands  belonging  to  Meu- 
dou  wee  conceive  it  meet*  that  they  should  accordingly  resigne  and  d!r  ail 
up  to  y"  they  pforning  &  sattisfying  to  Mr.  Brackett  and  Moses  Paine 
according  to  Ingagement  to  y 

JOHH  Pynchon 
Edw.  Johnson 
William  Paeke. 

May  37,  1669. 

Referring  to  theirc  lyne  Intrenching  upon  s,  forjner  grant  to  y  Indians 
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tliey  may  be  allowed  to  extend  there  lyne  on  y  othur  side  of 
y"  accoi'diiig  to  what  y"  Indian  grant  take  off. 

J.  Pynchoh 
Bdw.  Johnson 
"William  Pakke, 

The  Deputyes  approve  of  the  returne  of  the  Committee  in  answer  to 
tlieir  ptn  ou'  Honer^  Magistrates  Oooaentiug 

WiLT,iAM  ToBRBY,  Clericus. 

Consented  by  y  Magislriites 

Edw.  Eawson,  Sucy. 

Parsuant  to  tlie  rccommeiidatJon  of  the  General  Coni't,  a  towu 
meeting  was  held  Dec.  9, 1669,  at  which  "  a  full  and  final  ending 
of  all  differences "  between  Mr.  Mosea  Paine  and  Mr.  Peter 
Brackett,-  of  Braintree  and  Boston-,  and  the  Town  was  happily 
accomplished.  The  Toivn  confirmed  all  former  gi'ants  of  laud 
made  to  Mr.  Paine  find  Mr.  Brackett,  and  agreed  that  the  land 
should  be  free  from  all  charges  nntil  improved  by  them.  Mr. 
Brackett  and  Mr.  Paine  agreed  "for  y°  encourage  of  the  Minis- 
try," to  give  thirty  shillings  a  yeai',  each,  to  the  Minister  of  the 
Town,  at  Boston,  in  goods,  and  to  surrender  the  Indian  deeds 
and  all'other  wi'itings  belonging  to  the  town  when  Mr,  Emer- 
son, the  Minister,  shall  call  for  them. 

This  agreement  was  signed  by  Mosea  Paine  for  himself  and 
Peter  Brackett,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Town,  by  John  Thompson, 
_Grigory  Cook  and  William  Orowne. 

Neither  Mr.  Paine  or  Mr.  Brackett  removed  to  Mendon,  and 
iinally  disposed  of  their  interest  here  to  other  imrties. 

July  5.  Notwithstanding  the  previous  orders  which  had  been 
given,  the  Minister's  house  was  not  yet  completed,  as  we  find, 

"The  Selectmeu  met  and  ordered  that  the  Sellor  under  the  Minister's 
house  be  forth  w*  digged  and  that  Goodman.  Steven  Cook,  John  Giimey 
and  Jolin  More  w"'  Joseph  Jueil  doe  it,  and  two  worli  at  a  time  until  it  bee 
finished  and  Uiat  Gregory  Cook  and  Peter  Alderidge  doe  carry  Stones  to  the 
Seller  w""  are  digged." 

The  Selectmen,  it  seems,  were  as  careful  to  look  after  the 
spiritual  as  well  as  the  temporal  welfare  of  their  constitnents  in 
the  olden  time,  and  it  is  believed  it  would  be  of  some  service, 
in  the  present  day  and  generation,  if  "the  enforcement  of  the 
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laws"  were  niore  punctually  executed  now.      To  this  end  the 
Selectmen  iaaued  the  following  order: — 

"  Ordered  by  us  to  Reade  the  law  to  y»  youth  to  exhorte  them  to  the  due 
&  carefull  ohservation  of  the  Lord's  Day,  and  that  thehe  parents  be  desired 
to  doe  tlieire  duty  herein  for  the  promollnge  God's  glory  thei'es  and  tlieire 
children's  good." 

One  Job  Tyler,  it  seems,  had  "canned  himself  so  unworthily" 
tbat  the  Selectmen  felt  bound  to  notice  the  matter,  and  iu  order 
that  the  authority  of  the  magistrate  should  be  snstained  and 
the  laws  enforced, 

"July  It  The  Selectmen.  Mett  and  ordered  fo  send  to  the  Consta- 
ble to  Summon  before  us  Job  Tyler  the  next  fryday  at  one  of  the  clock  at 
Ui^gory  Cook's  house  to  answer  his  coatempt  of  our  ordere  and  iUsoe  why 
lie  refuses  to  worfce  aboute  the  Beior  at  the  Minister's  house,  at  y'  tyme  y" 
Constable  Retourne  his  answer  to  us. 

July  16.  The  Belectmen  met  accordingly  and  the  said  Couatable  made 
his  Hetourne  that  he  had  warned  in  Job  Tyler  before  us;  his  answer  was 
he  could  not  nor  would  eome,  but  if  tlie  Selectmen  had  more  to  say  to  him 
than  he  to  them  they  might  come  to  him.  Upon  this  answer  of  Job  Ty- 
lers the  Towneamen  (Selectmen),  Resolved  to  make  their  complaint  to  the 
Magistrates  of  his  contempt  of  several  of  the  Selectmen's  orders  and  of  his 
Miscarriages  of  the  Lord's  day  &  at  Publique  assemblies  if  he  doe  not  Sub- 
mytt,  w°''  he  did  not." 

Whether  the  Job  Tylor  here  spoken  of  was  the  same  Job  Tyler 
,   who  was  aiTaigned  before  Major  (Jookin  in  1665,  cannot  now  be 
determined. 
In  the  Mass.  Archives  may  be  found  the  following: — 

Sept.  11,  1665.      Owannamaug,  Indian  Chiefe,  neerc  Marlborough  com- 
plained of  Job  Tyler,  of  Roxbury,  for  cutting  and  can'ying  off  hay  from 
his  meadows. 
Pined  two  shillings  and  six  pence  &  cost  ten  shillings. 

Attested  by  me  Danl.  Gookin. 
,  1665,  that  Job  Tyler  had  piud  fine  and 


I  should  be  sony  to  lay  anything  at  Job's  door  that  he  did 
not  deserve,  but  his  obstinacy  about  digging  the  Minister's  cellar 
and  his  small  reverence  for  municipal  authority  make  it  not  very 
improbable  that  he  who  feared  not  to  say  to  the  Constable  that 
"if  the  Selectmen  had  more  to  say  to  him  than  he  to  them  they 
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might  oome  to  liim,"  woiild  also,  feel  not  aiiy  gi'eat  compunction 
in  raiding  a  load  of  hay  from  tiie  Indians.  _  What  makes  the 
supposition  the  more  probable,  that  Job  Tyler  of  Mendon  and 
Job  Tyler  of  Roxbury  were  identical  is,  that  Hubbard,  in  hia 
History  of  the  Indian  "Wars,  says  that  some  of  the  people  of 
Eoxbury  removed  to  Mendon  in  the  eai'ly  days  of  its  settlement. 
But  it  seems  Job  Tyler's  short  comings  were  readily  condoned, 
as  we  find  his  name  among  those  who,  in  December  following, 
conflrmfid  the  settlement  of  Mr,  Emerson  as  the  Minister  of  the 
Town. 

"Ordered  then  that  the  Assesment  be  made  for  10s.  to  pay  Caleb,  the 
Indian,  for  killing  the  woulfe  neare  the  town,  and  alsoe  an  other  Aaseaament 
of  seayen  pounds  for  seaven  wolves  by  the  Inhahitants  according  to  . 
former  or.def,  which  were  killed  and  another  Ajssessment  for  300^  to  dis- 
charge allPnblique  charges  belonging  to  the  tjjwn  to  y'  25th  day  of  March 
nest  ensuing  to  be  layd  equally  uxwa  all  lotts  and  not  upmt  personal  eatate, 
to  discliai'ge  expenses  ahoute  runninge  the  lyne  of  y«  Towne  bounds,  and 
Pasainge  all  our  Graints  in  the  Generall  Oourte,  building  of  the  Minister's 
house,  his  dyett,  and  masuringe  of  all  the  lands  and  meadows,  and  what 
else  hath  been  disbursed  for  tlie  Towne  or  shall  be  to  the  sd  35th  day  of 
March,  and  Mr,  Brackett's  lot  and  Ensign  Paynes  land  is  to  be  'assessed  to 
all  these  Publique  chai'ges  an  otlier  40  Acor  lotts." 

The  Minister's  house  is  not  yet  completed,  as  others,  if  not  so 
obstinate  as  Job  Tyler,  are  still  slow  in  discliargiiig  their  obliga- 
tions for  its  completion,  as  the  f oUo^ving  order  sets  forth : — ■ 

"Ordered  alsoe  to  allow  all  that  find  clap  botu'd  to  y'Minister'shouseflve 
shillings  for  each  hundred  shaven  and  brought  to  the  house,  good  and 
Marchantable,  and  that  Thomas  Juell  provide  300  and  bringe  them  to  tlie 
honse  wiUiin  three  days  aft«r  notice  upon  j^  penalty  of  30s,  because  lie 
hath  so  long  delayed  it;  and  that  he  bring  200  more  well  shaven  good  and 
Mareliantable  w"'  all  convenient  speed,  being  his  due  towards  the  house  as 
is  charged  upon  liis  lot  to  allow." 

We  learn  from  the  following  record  that  Malthiis  was  not  the 
only  philosopher  who  feared  the  earth,  at  an  early  day,  would  l^e 
overstocked  with  inhabitants: — 

"  Ordered  then  to  take  into  this  Towne  but  siir  morefarailim,  such  as  are 
godly  and  fitt  to  carry  on  the  Publique  worke  in  y'  Towne  for  tlie  Glory  of 
God  and  the  Publique  good  of  this  place." 

What  becomes  of  Malthns  when  we  find  upon  the  same  teni- 
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tory  wliicli  in  IBOa,  it  was  solemnly  adjudicated  would  hold  but 
six  more  families,  the  homes  of  twenty-five  thousand  people, 
with  ample  room  for  more, 

REV.  JOSEPH  EMERSON,  THK  BECOWD  MINISTER. 

Although  the  Minister's  house  was  not  yet  completed,  it  was 
concluded  not  to  defer  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Emerson  any  longer, 
and  accordingly  the  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson,  of  Concord,  became 
the  jirst  settled  minister  of  the  town.  Mr.  Eayner,  who  had 
been  with  the  people  fi-om  the  beginning,  it  is  supposed,  on  ac- 
count of  the  failing  health  of  his  father,  declined  a  settlement. 

Mr.  Emerson  was  settled  in  true  Congi-egational  order,  as  the 
following  extract  from  the  Town  Records  will  show:— 


Tenn  pounds  at  Boston  y  and  at  some  shope  there,  or  in  Money  at  this 
Towne— the  Eeraayninge  of  the  halfe  yeere  To  be  mnde  up  Two  pounds  of 
butter  foi'  every  Cow,  the  rest  in  Porke,  wheat,  harley  and  so  to  Malie  up 
tlie  yeares  pay  In  warke,  Indian  Corne,  Rey,  Pease  &  Beefe. 

3.  ffor  tlie  third  yeare  after  be  is  settled,  to  be  paid  fifty  Ave  pounds  y 
and  so  on  ns  Qod  sball  Inable  them. 

3.  The  liowse  to  be  Made  flttinge  to  come  into  w"'  all  convenient  speede 
w"''  two  Are  places  and  a  little  leanlo  of  fifteen  foot  in  length  w"!  A  chim- 
ney aa  a  Kitchen  Towards  Goodman  Cook's  howse,  for  Mr.  Emei'son  to 
coutribvite  somethingto.it  the  Towne  being  not  willing  to  do  it  alone. 

4.  To  gett  for  him  Twenty  Corde  of  wood  yeerely.  ' 

5.  Tlien  if  Mr.  Emerson  come  and  Inhabitt,dyinge  in.  the  Towne  or  enter 
into  office  then  to  have  the  said  howae  and  the  forty  acor  lott  and  Meadow 
to  it  w"'  all  othei'  privileges  and  Divisions  Made  or  to  be  Made  to  that  lott 
aa  all  other  Jotts  of  that  bignea  shall  liave  settled  to  him  and  his  heyres  for 
ever  and  soe  Recorded  in  the  Towne  Booke.  Tliis  being  assented  to  by  tlie 
Inhahitanta  of  Mendon  Mr.  Emerson  will  settle  with  tliem. 

Lastly,  it  is  Agreed  that  if  the  Mwor  pte  of  tlie  People  Inhabitinge  heere 
shall  carry  it  soe  unworthilie  Towards  Mr.  Emerson  as  that  there  cannot  be 
A  Recondlifltion  Made  amonge  themselves  Then  it  is  hereby  unanimously 
Agreed  to  Refer  the  difference  to  the  Churchea  of  Metfleld,  Dedliam  & 
Roxbury  to  heere  and  Determine  it.  And  if  it  shall  be  by  the  said  Churchea 
Judged  for  Mr.  Emerson  to  leave  and  'Depart  the  Towne,  yett  he  shall 
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eiiiioy  the  house  and  land  Above  expreaaed  to  him  and  his  lieyres  forever; 
otherwise  he  is  not  to  leave  the  Towne  and  liis  labora  heere  Duringe  life. 
Dated  December  1  Anno  Dom,  '69. 


John  Alderidge 
John  Parris 
Jolin  Thompson  si 
Walter  Oook 
Samuel  Read 
John  Eockett 
Sam.  Spencer 


Joseph  White 
Peter  Aide  ridge 
Jolm  Tliompson  jr. 
Hardinaiido  Thayer 
Jolm  Wore 
Steven  Cook 
Abraham  Staples 
Thomas  Juell 


I  assent  to  Uiis,  Wittues  my  hand 


Jober  Tyler  . 
Willi:  Crowne  * 
Gregory  Ooolte 
John  Hai'ber 
John  Woodland 
Mathyas  Puffer 
Joseph  Alderidge. 


JosBPn  Embeson. 


Mr.  Emerson  had  been  settled  in  AVells,  now  Maine,  in  1664, 
and  came  from  tlience  to  Mention.  In  1G75,  soon  sifter  the 
Indian  attack  npon  Mendon,  lie  removed  %>  Concord,  wliere  lie 
died  June  3,  1680. 

Dec.  6.  The  town  voted  that  the  parochial  year  should  begin 
on  the  first  day  of  Jannary,  and  that  Mr.  Emerson's  sahu-y  was 
to  be  reckoned  from  that  date. 

From  the  settlement  of  the  town  until  a  recent  date  the  Pro- 
prietors, being  those  who  were  owners  of  the  soil,  by  the  grant 
of  the  General  Ooart  and  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title 
by  purchase,  acted  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  disposition  of 
the  land  independently  of  the  town,  keeping  a  book  of  records 
and  having  their  own  Clerk. 

After  the  grant  of  the  ninety  acres  of  Meadow  "  withont  our 
line"  by  the  General  Court,  May  19th,  the  town  chose  Dea. 
Simon  Peek,  Josiah  Chapin,  Joseph  White,  Ferdinando  Thayer, 
Abraham  Staples,  Samuel  Read,  James  Lovett  and  Samuel  Hay- 
ward  io  purchase  the  Meadow  of  the  Indians  with  lands  adjacent 
for  convenience  to  said  Meadow.  N"o  copy  of  this  deed  is  found 
upon  the  town  records.  This  meadow  was  afterwai-d  called  the 
Great  Meadow. 


1670.  Jan,  1.  ' 
and  orders  made  i 
Aproved  of. 


Towne  Meetinge  all  these  severall  Acts 
by  the  Colonell  to  the  Towne  And  tlien 
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Then  chose  for  Townesmen  this  yeare,  Colonell  Ciowce,  William  Hol- 
broolt,  Josepli  Wliite,  ffarthn.  Tlmyer  &  Jdha  Harber. 
The  Coll.  for  Regester, 

1  Cook,  Constable." 


The  only  recorded  transaction  ol  the  Town,  dnrmg  this  year, 
is  the  following: — 

April  18.  Atta  Geuei'aJ  Towne  Meeting  was  gi'aut«(l  a  20  Acor  house 
lott  unto  Mrs.  Tappinge,  of  Boston,  Sister  in  law  to  Mr.  Emerson,  Minister 
heere,  w"'  all  rights  of  tlie  Divisions  of  laad  iuid  Meadow  to  be  taken  up  in 
course  as  other  lotto  of  that  bignos  sliall  have,  and  to  pay  for  it  five  pounds 
in  money  or  ahope  goods,  and  to  beare  yearly  all  Publique  charges  eaquall 
w*"  other  lotts  of  tiiat  Mgnea  in  the  same  pay  in  her  shopp  until  she  or  hei' 
huabanci  shall  build  on  it  or  Improve  it,  and  not  to  sell  It  to  any  person,  or 
put  any  person  on  it  ffl  DweO  but  such  as  sliall  be  of  good  Report  aud 
quality,  w"''  lott  is  to  be  laid  by  the  Glebe  laud  lott,  if  it  fall  out  to  be  pte 
of  that  land  wc''  was  once  Deacon  Hide's  howse  lott  layed  out  for  him  but 
Resigned  up  by  him  to  y'  Towne  againe." 

Although  the  town  records  make  no  mention  of  the  fact,  we 
Bliall  Bee  by  tlie  following  petition  tliat  the  gramhhng  abotit 
taxes  is  not  a  modern  invention.  The  following,  like  al]  peti- 
tions to  the  General  Court,  at  this  early  day,  has  the  universal 
preamble,  that  the  petitioners  are  exceedingly  grateful  for  past 
favors  and  do  not  see  how  they  can  get  along  if  their  present 
application  for,  succor  should  be  unsuccessful : — 

Towns,  Vol  mp.  208. 

' '  To  our  Honoured  the  Generall  Court  at  Boston,  May  7,  1670. 
The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Mendon, 

Humbly  sheweth,  That  as  iu  all  duty  bound  we  desire  to  owne  with  all 
tliankfulness  the  severall  favors  and  privilidgea  that  (he  Qenerall  Court 
hatli  formerly  conferred  upon  this  poore  place:  Yet  not  w*  standing,  such 
is  their  condition,  that  unless  this  honered  Court  out  of  their  wisdom, 
affection  &  zeal  to  show  laercy  in  advancing  the  Puhlique  heereof  by 
spaiing  us  3  years  yett  longer  fi-om  Country  Rates,  as  it  is  w^*  us  we  shall 
very  hardly  be  able  comfortably  to  subsist  oure  owne  Necessaiy  charges 
Relating  tc  the  Publique  and  will  be  exceeding  heavy  and  the  means  to 
carry  on  so  small,  for  our  Assessment  Isfor  300£  allready,  and  the  great 
losses  of  cattle  together  with  y»  vast  quantity  of  corne  they  liave  eaten  to 
preserve  life,  that  there  is  scai'ce  a  famUy  that  hath  com  to  subsist  Win  out 
buying  in  other  pts  farr  remote,  to  their  great  charge. 

The  premises  considered  And  our  Mite,  if  it  were  cast  into  tte  Treasury, 
will  ad  little  to  y«  Publique,  yett  but  will  to  us  if  spared.    And  our  presB- 
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ing  Necessities  urginge  us  thereunto  Earnestly  begge  the  respite  of  our 
Country  Rates  three  years  longer.  And  also  we  pray,  if  Dedham  or  any 
otliers  should  make  their  application  to  you  to  liave  tlieir  purchase  of  King 
Philip's  land,  w"""  we  heai'e  they  have  bo\igUt  that  v/'"'  we  haye  of  his  (as  he 
pretends)  •w"'  in  our  bounds,  that  it  be  not  taken  from  us  and  layed  to  them, 
being  confirmed  to  us  in  our  first  settell',  and  we  w*  our  Posterity  shall 
ever  hold  ourselves  deeply  bound  to  pray  for  your  eternal  good  and  wel- 

Joseph  Aldricli  Matthias  Puffer  John  *  *  *  »  » 

Job  tiler  Abraliam  Staples  Will.  Holbrook 

Jolm  Thompson  Samuel  Road  Wm.  Crowne 

Gregory  Cook  Joseph  Stevens  Joseph  White, 

John  Alby  FerdinimAo  Thayer 

John  Sprague  Walter  Cooke 

John  Rookit  John  Gurney. 

The  Deputyes  judge  meete  to  grauiit  tlic  Town  of  Mendham  fceedome 
fi'oni  Rates  for  (hree  yeaies  next  ensuing,  according  to  their  petition  desir- 
ing the  consent  of  o'  Hon*  Magistrates  thereto. 

William  Torbby,  Cleric. 
13;  3;  1670    The  Magistrates  consent  )mi(  thereto 

Edward  Rawson,  Secy." 

This  year  seems  to  have  been  a  very  quiet  one,  as  we  find  the 
only  business  tranaacted  was  the  choice  of  officera  and  the  gi-ant 
to  Mrs.  Tappiiige. 

Perhaps  the  "Acts  and  Oiders"  heretofore  made  by  the  Select- 
men tmd  lead  to  the  town,  by  the  Colonol,  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing, furnished  sufficient  subjects  for  consideration  to  satisfy 
them  for  the  year.  It  was  during  this  year,  probably,  that  the 
"  onpleasantnesa "  between  the  Colonel  and  the  Town's  people 
began,  as  we  find  that  it  found  an  open  expression  at  the  eusiiing 
'  annual  meeting. 


1671.  Jan  1,  The  Selectmen  chosen  for  this  year  ivere  Col. 
Willi,  Crowne,  John  Thompson  "y"  elder;"  Walter  Cook, 
Mattliyas  Puffer  and  Daniel  Lovett, 

The  said  Lovett,  Recorder. 

Abraliam  Staples  and  John  Sprague,  Constables;  John  Hai-ber 
and  Sam'l.  Read,  Surveyors  of  the  Highways  for  "y'  yeai-e." 

The  trouble,  with  Ool.  Crowne,  wliieli  undoubtedly  had  been 
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for  Bome  time  brewing,  manifested  itself  at  this  meeting,  as  ivill 
appear  by  the  following  extract  fi-om  the  records: — 

"  This  day  Col.  Crowne  had  a  yote  passed  for  eveiy  35  Acor  lott  to  give 
35  shillings  and  all  other  lotts  proportionable  and  BOe  quitt  all  Damages  be- 
tween the  Towne  and  hee.  8ome  for  it  Many  agMnst  it.  John  Thompson, 
John  Woodland,  and  Samuel  Hayward  did  then  oppose  it  as  a  very  imiust 
thing  and  that  (tliey)  would  never  Yield  to  it ;  and  many  did  decline  to  vote 
and  many  absent;  for  it  was  a  day  sett  to  choose  men  for  to  do  service  for 
the  town,  and  only  such  came  as  were  capable  Accoi-ding  t«  Law  to  act.* — 
there  was  noe  warning  aor  doe  not  use  to  bee  the  Tyme  being  sett  from 
yeare  to  yeare." 

Jan.  3.  The  Selectmen  sent  to  "William  Holbrook,  of  Wey- 
mouth, for  the  pay  for  his  lot,  "for  the  town  had  need  of  it." 

Jan.  30,  A  vote  was  passed  "by  all  the  lulmbitants  "*  that 
Sergent  Whitmarsh,  of  Weymouth,  should  be  employed  to 
measure  the  meadows  and  some  other  lands,  and  that  Fai'dinando 
Thayer  and  Mathias  Puffer  "should  judge  of  the  Meadows  and 
carry  the  line  or  chain."  They  were  to  have  '2s.  &  6d.  per  day 
"for  their  faithful  cai'e  and  pains  about  the  warke," 

To  defray  the  expense  of  this  survey  the  Town  voted  that 
John  Sprague  and  Samuel  Hayward  shotiJd  have,  each,  a  90 
acre  house  lot  with  all  privileges  belonging  to  such  lots.  They 
were  "to  pay  Tenn  pounds  apeece  each  of  them,  a  third  pte  in 
Money  and  the  other  two  thirds  to  bee  paid  in  English  Goods  at 
A  current  shope  in  Boston;  and  they  are  here  w"  to  pay  the 
Survayor  and  those  that  assist  him  in  the  work  of  Measuringe 
the  Meadows  and  other  lands,  and  that  they  are  to  retourne  the 
remainder  of  the  pay  to  y*  Towne  in  the  same  tinde  before  ox- 


Jnne  14.  ■'  Several!  of  the  Towne  drew  lotts  for  the  dnbling 
of  their  house  lotts,  as  followeth,  to  be  taken  in  two  plains." 
The  plains  designated  were  the  Mill  plain,  south  of  Benjamin 
Alby's  land,  and  the  Pine  plain. 

DIVISION    OF   THE   PLAINS. 
1,     John  Sprague  4,     Joseph  Jueil 

3.    Joseph  Bteveus  5.    Thomas  Bavucs 

3.     Jolm  Tliompson  6.     Ferdinaado  Thayer 

•Proprietora  and  othera  uot  proprLaiocB,  but  liiiviog  the  right  to  vote. 
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7.  Gregory  Cook  15.    Mrs.  Tappin 

8.  Joseph  White  16.    Wnlter  Oook 

9.  Jolie  Tiler  17.    Mr.  Emerson 

10.  William  Holbrook  18.    John  Hai-ber 

11.  John  ParrlB  19.     The  MiniBlry 
13..    Samuel  Spencer  20.    Peter  Bracked 

13.  Thomas  Juell  21.     Samuel  Read 

14.  George  Alderidge  22.     Joseph  Alclendge 

33.     Stephen  Cook,  the  elder. 

The  following  persons  did  not  draw  lots  for  the  Plains,  bnt 
under  the  same  date  had  lands  allotted  them  in  other  places, 
viz: — John  Woodland,  Samuel  Hayward,  Daniel  Lovetfc,  John 
.Rockett,  John  Alderidge,  Hope  Tiler,  William  Crowne,  Matthias 
Puffer,  John  Gurpey,  John  More,  Abraham  Staples,  John  Jep- 
son,  Benjamin  Alby  and  Grizzel  Gurney,  (the  mother  of  Joseph 
and  Thomas  Jnell). 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  at  this  period,  there  were  thirty-six  ^jer- 
sons  who  had  taken  np  lota,  making,  with  the  Ministry,  which 
were  entitled  to  future  diyisions  of  land,  thirty-seven  share 
holders  in  the  undivided  land  of  the  township. 

November  the  last  '71.  The  Selectmen  met  and  made  this 
order:— 

"  Wee  takinge  into  due  consideration  the  great  charges  that  lay  upon  the 
Towne  for  pay  to  the  Minister  and  the  Meetinge  house  compleatly  w^*  other 
charges  of  great  consemment,  Doe  order  tliat  all  the  lotta  of  land  lately 
sould  to  Samuel  Hayward,  John  Sprague  &  Mathy^  Puffier,  {it  was  for 
him  fo  build  a  Meetinge  house),  shall  be  new  Assessed  to  all  the  Rates,  he- 
ginninge  from  the  day  of  their  Bargaynes  w"*  the  Towne  for  them,  As  alsoe 
William  Ilolhrook's  land  he  bought  of  Moses  Paine. 

William  Ceownb 
Dan:  Lovett 
John  Tomson 
Walter  Cook." 

The  last  record  for  the  year  1671  is  the  following  order  of  the 
Selectmen: — 

"  Whearas  severall  of  the  ohiefe  of  the  Towne  made  tlicire  coraplainte  to 
us  of  the  great  spoyle  made  in  tlie  SeadorSwampes  in  cuttingedowno  Trees 
and  then  let  them  lay  and  Rott,  and  others  that  divert  into  clapboards  and 
shingles  and  send  or  carry  them  away  out  of  the  Towne  to  make  a  privett 
advantage  to  themselves,  w"*  if  not  timely  prevented  will  be  A  means  to 
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have  none  left  for  Publique  in  the  Towne  for  the  present  Inhabitants  or 
sracli  as  ahall  come  heereafter:  Wee,  the  Selectmen  holding  it  our  Duty  to 
prevent  such  Inconveniences  and  wrongs  to  y  Towoe  do  declare  and  order 
that  for  the  future  whosoever  shall  or  have  already  felled  any  Seador  Trees 
in  the  Swampea  and  shall  not  clear  ttie  same  within  one  month  after  tliey 
are  cutt  downe  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  other  Inhabitant  to  take  Uiem 
Away  and  make  use  of  them  about  bis  howseings.  And  we  doe  hereby 
prohibit  any  person  in  the  Towne  from  canning  out,  or  cause  to  be  aoiiid 
and  carryd  out,  eyther  clapboards  or  sliingles  or  logs  to  aeil,  upon  the  ]>en- 
alty  of  forfeiting  the  same  To  the  use  of  the  Towne  if  taken,  or  Double  the , 
worth  if  proved  after,  and  the  Informer  ahall  have  the  one  half  for  his 
-  paynea;  and  if  any  ahall  adventure  to  fell  downe  any  Seador  Trees  after 
piiblisliing  here' and  make  use  of  tUera  contrary  to  this  order  sliall  forfleitt 
twenty  shillings  for  every  Tree  to  he  collected  by  the  Constable,  by  warrant 
under  lie  Selectmen 'a  hands  and  disposed  to  y=  use  of  the  Towne.  Wee 
have  formerly  ordered  and  doe  now  A  gaine  tliat  in  the  Common  high 
ways  there  be  left  atandinge  the  ehiefe  trees  To  be  for  shelter  of  cattell  in 
the  heat  and  that  noe  person  doe  cutt  any  of  that  kinde  but  shall  forfictt 
3s.  6d.  each  Ti'ee  to  goe  to  y'  use  of  the  Towne. 

Signed  by  us  Willi;  Cuowke 

Dab:  Loyett 
John  Thomsob,  Sen' 
Walter  Cook 
Mathias  Puffer." 

If  the  cedars  of  Lebanon  have  disappeared  it  is  not  mucli  to 
be  -wondered  at  that  the  cedars  of  Mendou  have  failed.  The  few 
thatTemain  in  Mr.  P.  W.  Taft's  swamp,  we  suppose,  are  hot 
feeble  and  stanted  specimens  of  the  ancient  forest  which  the 
Selectmen  wisely  sought  to  protect. 

In  regard  to  the  wise  and  liumane  order  of  the  Selectmen, 
that, the  "Chiefe  Trees,"  in  the  highways,  should  be  left  "for 
the  shelter  of  cattell  in  the  heat,"  we  find  that  Mr.  Bergh  was 
not  the  fii'st  wlio  owed  for  the  "dumb  animals"  if  this  order  had 
been  continued  in  force  to  the  present  day  we  cannot  doubt  that 
the  dumb  animals,  at  least,  would  have  been  thankful  to  the 
conscript  fathers  for  their  beneficent  thoughtfulness  (or  their 
comfoi't  of  a  hot  day. 

Inasmuch  as  the  municipal  regulations  of  the  town,  in  its 

early  history,  were  mostly  intrusted  with  the  Selectmen,  it  is 

supposed  that  many  of  theii'  acts  do  not  find  a  place  in  the  town 

■   records.     The  few  acts  recorded  in  the  "townbook,"iti8appre- 

heuded,  do  not  comprise  all  the  doings  of  the  Selectmen.     As 
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yet,  uotwithatanding  the  town  had,  tliis  year,  for  the  first  time, 
chosen  Highway  Surveyors,  we  do  not  hear  anything  ahont 
repairs  of  the  highways.  The  eantion  ahout  the  "  chiefe  trees  " 
growing  in  the  road,  is  all  the  recorded  evidence  we  have  that 
the  condition  of  the  highways  had  received  any  attention  from 
the  town.  When  we  remember  that  the  principal  street  in  the 
town,  upon  which  almost  all  the  inhabitants  were  located,  was 
ten  rods  wide,  and  that  Mendon  was  a  frontier  town,  it  will  be 
readily  seen  that  the  public  travel  would  not  require  any  great 
outlay  oi  labor  to  render  the  roads  passable  from  house  to  house. 
The  day  of  iron  plows,  scrapers  and  stone  crushers  was  to  come 
a  long  way  yefc  in  the  distant  future^  and  probably  the  labor 
bestowed  on  the  roads  was  principally  bestowed  for  the  removal 
of  an  occasional  stone,  stump  or  clump  of  bushes,  somewhere 
within  the  ten  rods  so  that  an  ox  eai-t  could  be  drawn  along 
without  the  danger  of  being  overturned. 

It  was  not  unfi-equently  the  case,  in  the  eai'ly  history  of  many 
of  the  towns,  that  the  management  of  affairs,  both  temporal  and 
spiritual,  gave  rise  to  heartburnings  and  feuds  which  were  not 
always  allayed  and  settled  by  the  local  peace-makers.  The 
General  Court  was  sometimes  called  upon  to  act  as  mediator  or 
umpire  in  the  adjustment  of  these  family  quarrels. 

Neither  the  "  town  book "  or  tradition  furnish  any  clew  to 
the  following  petition,  unless  the  "unpleasantness"  between 
some  of  the  townsmen  and  Col.  Crowne,  as  may  be  found  in  the 
doings  of  the  annual  meeting,  may  be  taken  as  sufficient  war- 
rant. 

Towns,  Vol.  113,  p.  214,  Mass.  Ai-ehivcs:^ 

"  Much  Honoured 

Since  it  Lath  pleased  God  to  cast  m  in  y  Country  and  soe  under  y'  in- 
spection wee  accompt  it  A  bleasinge  from.  God,  amongat  the  rest  of  his 
blessings  cast  upou  us  heere  in  respect  of  the  henefltt  wee  doubt  not  of  but 
shall  receive  (hei'eby,  in  granting  ua  y  favour  as  need  shall  require  for  the 
advance  of  God's  glory  heere  and  places  good;  wee  amongst  y°  rest  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  can  comfortably  and  cheerfully  speake  it,  made 
happy  by  such  fathers  aa  you  are  over  us,  who  study  and  make  it  y'  worke 
to-advance  God's  glory  and  to  keepe  i>eace  and  good  order  over  whom  God 
hath  made  you  rulers.  In  whicli  regard  wee  are  constrayued  to  make  our 
humble  addresses  to  you;  and  to  bring  before  you,  in  some  measure,  the 
state  of  this  poore  plane;  for  we  are  much  like  the  men  of  L^sh,  heere  is 
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noemagisttftte  to  putt  the  people  to  open  sliame  fortheirainna,  and  what  the 
effect  of  y' may  be  to  us  you  may  please  to  judge,  who  hath  had  experience 
of  it  in  former  plantations  in  their  minority,  especially  wlien  IJiey  come  to 
multiply  v"-  your  posterity  aa  this  doth,  wanting  grave  and  experienced 
persons  to  manadge  new  Plantations,  tilings  will  break  forth  into  disorders 
w=ii  ia  our  case:  wee  are  very  unwilling  to  make  complaint  but  rather 
earnestly  desire  and  beseech  tliat  by  your  means  the  General  Court  might 
be  moved  to  cast  this  Town  under  a  Committee  this  .yeare.  And  that  the 
Committee  may  be  Impowered  to  looke  backe  from  our  first  settlement  as 
well  BB  forwards  and  to  settle  all  things  in  a  loveing  and  Peasable  way  con- 
cerning any  DifEerence  y'  ia  or  may  be  A  mong  us  for  y"  benefltt  of  any 
person  lieere  or  y'  may  come  to  us,  w''  will  be  a  great  incouragement  to  us 
to  promote  y*  worke  of  God  both  in  Church  and  Commonwealtli.  And 
that  yourselves  or  some  of  you  would  please  to  honour  us  soe  farr  as  To  be 
y'  Committee,  if  it  be  not  to  boulde  to  present  it,  or  else  the  last  Com""  yi 
Settled  this  Towne  first,  may  extend  their  favour  againe,  putting  on  Mr. 
Wheelock,  of  Metflelde  in  Captayne  Clapp's  Rome,  beeinge  nearer  us,  who 
had  before  to  make  A  valid  Act  as  by  theiie  hei^ein  you  will  see,  to  con- 
tmue  their  proceedings;  and  this  wUl  be  A  great  means  vt"'  y"  blessinge  of 
God  to  keepe  and  maintnyne  p^^  and  Good  order  here,  w"*  will  we^en, 
if  not  frustrate  Satan's  designs,  in  liindering  church  work,  but  will  also 
^ve  a  good  sound  A  brarde  y'  may  iavilo  good  company  when  they  shall 
see  the  care  of  tte  Honered  Generall  Courte,  to  getLer  w*  yaelves  proceed 
thus  to  make  j'  place  comfortable  and  A  receptacle  of  God's  Church,  as  in 
a  gloomy,  stormy  day  w'tout  w"ii  wee  feai'  y"  place  will  fall  info  confusion; 
Thus  craving  y'  pardon  for  this  boldness  and  y*  Trouble  wee  putt  on  you 
wee  remayne  y  humble  Servants  and  ever  honored  fo  command. 

Walter  Cook  y=  mark  <       i  of  Steven  Cook,  iun. 

The  Mark  of  ■'^C  Joseph  Juell    Ferdinando  Thayer 


Joseph  Emerson 

Wm.  Crowne            Gregory  Cook 

John  Thompson 

Abraham  Staples      Daniell  Lovett 

John  More 

Stephen  Cook,  senior. 

May  37,  11 

The  13  subscribers  aj 

re  all  Freemen  and  all  the  Selectmen  but  one. 

The  foregoing  petition  was  evidently  addressed  to  the  Magis- 
trates of  the  Comity  ol  Middlesex,  to  which  county  Mendon  was 
assigned  at  its  incorporation.  Having  failed  in  an  application 
direct  to  the  General  (Jonrt  the  year  before,  it  was  perhaps 
thought  if  they  could  enlist  the  support  of  the  County  Magis- 
trates they  would  fare  better  in  a  second  attempt.  By  the  fol- 
lowing Act  of  the  General  Court  it  will  be  seen  that  the  prayer 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  "poore  place"  was  granted:— 
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"  The  Odiirfe  beinge  informed,  by  some  of  y°  Magistrates  of  Middlesex, 
that  the  InliaTjitants  of  MendJiaw.  do  labour  under  some  disquiet  in  the  man- 
aging of  the  Prudentials  of  tlie  place  whereby  their  welfare  is  greatly 
impeded  and  many  otiier  iriconveuieacea  do  occur  inevitably  Hireatening 
tlie  mine  of  that  Plantation;  Bo  nominate  abd  impower  Major  Eleazer 
Lusher,  Mr.  Wm.  Stonghton  and  Mr.  William  Parkes  a  Committee  for  yi 
place  to  take  cognizance  of  the  State  of  said  place  &  do  any  act  or  Udng 
for  the  regulating  of  their  prudentinll  affaii'es  as  to  tliem  shall  seem  meet, 
and  w'  they  shall  do  herein  to  make  return  thereof  to  j*  County  Court  of 
Suffolk  &  from  tyme  to  tyme  Maj'  Lusher  to  appoint  y'  tyme  and  place  of 
meeting  and  all  persons  concerned  are  required,  upon  notide  given  y^  to 
attend  the  said  Committee  accordingly,  &  to  siihmltt  to  their  conclusions 
orderly  made  and  declared.  And  henceforth  Mendham  to  be  and  belong  to 
y*  County  of  Suffolk,  any  former  order  or  custome  otherwise  Not  w'^stand- 
ing. 

Tlie  Magistrafes  have  past  this  their  brethren  the  Depntys  hereto  con- 
senting. 

Edward  Rawson,  Secrety. 

Consented  to  by  y'  De])utys 

Wii,LiAM  ToBRBY,  Clcricus. 

Sth,  June  ItiTl." 


1672.  Jiin.  1.  Thia  day  Jonathan  Sprague  was  cliosen  Re- 
corder and  William  Crowne,  Willi:  Holbrook,  ffarthynando 
Tayi'e,  Dan:  Lovett  and  Mathyas  Puffer,  Towneameu. 

An  order  of  the  Selectmen  was  read  and  allowed  of,  givinge  A 
month's  liberty,  if  the  season  will  parmytt,  to  fetch  Away  Seader 
trees  which  are  felled." 

At  this  meeting  a  copy  of  Mr.  Emerson's  settlement  and  a 
snhsequent  agreement  that  the  parochial  year  should  commence 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  heretofore  recorded,  was  twice  read 
over  and  compared  with  the  original;  and  "delivered  to  our 
Pastor  to  Keepe." 

i  by  us,  the  Select  Men, 

the  Mark  of  WH  William  Holbrook 
the  Mark  I  of  John  Thomson,  senior. 
Dan:  Lovett 
Simon  Peck, 

w""!  is  in  the  Settlement  aboute  the  biiildinge  of  the 
e  I  doe  owne  heere  by  the  ¥»wne  hath  performed 
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to  mee  tlieire  Ingagement  there  in  and  di>e  tlischargt  them  concerning  tlie 

Witjiess  my  hand  this  3d.  day  of  March,  73 

Joseph  Emerson." 

"Att  a  General!  Towne  Mettinge  AprD  14,  1672,  It  was  ordered,  hy 
Beson  of  the  Neglect  of  persons  not  attending  towne  niecttinp,  that.  If 
any  person  or  persons  shall  neglect  Attending  the  towne  mettiiig,  being 
Legally  warned,  they  shall  pay,  aa  &  fine  to  tlie  town's  use,  two  shillings  a 
pece  for  Every  neglect,  with  out  it  bee  upon  more  than  ordnery  ocation, 
and  if  any  depart  the  mettiog  before  the  metting  bee  dismissed  they  shall 
pay  as  aforesaid." 

A  good  Tale,  we  think;  and,  had  it  continued  in  force  to  the 
present  day  much  saving  of  time  would  have  been  secured,  to 
say  nothing  oi  the  bickering  and  ill  blood,  (which  the  votes  of  a 
thill  town  meeting  iisually  engender),  that  would  have  been 
avoided. 

Withallthe  voters  present  a  free  and  full  discussion,  in  ordinary 
cases,  would  settle  matters  at  once.  A  public  sentiment  would 
be  manifested  that  the  minoiity  would  not  care  to  challenge  by 
calling  another  meeting. 

At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  there  should  be  a  division  of  the 
swamps;  "  to  goe  by  Lott  for  the  deriding  of  it,  and  for  quantity 
According  to  the  Rule  of  y*  Omitee."  The  rule  of  the  Com- 
mittee, (of  July  22,  1662,)  was  that  eveiy  thirty  acre  house  lot 
should  have  five  acres  of  swamp,  and  so  proportionable  to  other 
lots. 

At  the  same  time  a  twenty  acre  lot,  with  all  the  pririleges  that 
other  lots  of  that  size  have,  was  voted  to  be  laid  out  for  the 
School.     It  was  to  bo  located  by  the  Ministry  lot, 

DIVISION    OF   SWAMPS. 

1.  Joseph  Stevens  12.  John  Parris 

2.  Steven  Cook  13.  8aml.  Spencer 

3.  John  Sprague  14,  Thomas  JucU 

4.  John  Rocfcit  15.  Gregory  Oook 

5.  John  More  10.  Malhyas  Puffer 

6.  John  Woodland  17,  James  Albee 

7.  Samuel  Hayerd  18.  Mr.  Emerson 

8.  Mrs.  Toppin  19.  Daniel  Lovett 

9.  John  Bartlett  30.  Joesph  White 

10.  Walter  Cook  21.    William  Hoibrook 

11,  William  Hoibrook  33,    John  Jepson 
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Job  Tiler  83.  Joseph  Juell 

Mr.  Biackett  33.  rtardin  Tliayer 

John  Spiague  34.  ,  for  y'  Ministry                ■ 

Siinill,  Haywai'd  S5.  Jolin  Thomson  . 

Johtt  Gurney  36.  Mathyas  Puffer 

John  Harher  S7.  Abraham  Staples 

Simon  Peck  38.  Colonell  Orowue 

Hope  Tiler  39.  Joseph  Aldrich 

Samuel  Read  40.  for  the  Scooll 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  names  of  John  Spragiie,  Samuel  Hay- 
ward,  William  Holbrook  and  Matthias  Puffer  oecnr  twice,  they 
probably  being  the  owners  of  two  proprietary  nghts  each.  De- 
duefc  one  for  each  duplication,  and  with  the  School  and  the 
Ministry  also  deducted,  we  find  tiio  number  of  porsone  as  pro- 
prietors to  be  thirty-foirr. 

Of  the  above,  Joseph  Stevens  was  the  Blacksmith,  John 
Sprague  was  the  son-in-law  of  AVilliam  Holbrook,  Samuel  Hay- 
ward  was  the  Carpenter,  Mrs.  Toppan  kept  store  in  Boston, 
Joseph  and  Thomas  Juell  were  brothers  and  the 'children  of 
Griaell  Gumey,  Mr.  Brackett  lived  in  Boston,  Hope  Tiler  was 
the  son  of  Job  Tiler,  James  Albee  was  the  son  of  Benjamin 
Albee. 

A  division  of  Upland  and  the  Great  and  other  meadows  was 
also  made  this  year. 


1673.  Jan.  1.  Dea.  William  Holbrook,  John  Thompson, 
sen',  Serg,  Joseph  White,  Simon  Peck  and  Samuel  Read,  Select- 
men; Joseph  Stevens,  Constable,  and  Mathyas  PuSer  and  Hop 
Tiler  "Survuayors  of  y°  Hyways." 

The  only  record  of  any  transactions  in  the  town  during  this 
yeai',  are  the  following  orders  of  the  Selectmen: — 

"  Upon  the  3  day  of  y*  1  month  73  or  4,  thos  who  ware  Chosen  for  Uie 
yere  doe  agre  and  order  that  all  fences  a  bout  Corn  feelds  and  gardins  shall 
be  mad  suficient  by  the  10th.  of  Aprill  Next  ethir  Ave  Railla  or  equivalent 
to  5  Eaills  fence  according  to  y'  judgment  of  The  vewers.  It  was  also 
Agi'ed  upon  that  John  Sprage  and  John  Tliomson  junior  shall  be  vewers 
of  fence  for  Ite  uper  end  of  the  Towne  and  that  Abraham  Staples  and 
James  Lovett  shall  be  vewers  of  fence  for  the  lower  end  of  y^  Towne:  and 
upon  the  just  Complaint  of  any  man  after  this  date  the  vewers  shall  vew 
the  fence. 
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We  doe  further  agree  and  order  that  all  Swiue  shall  be  wrlnged  In  the 
noae  to  prevent  spoiling  of  the  meadows  and  pastures,  and  further  Uiat 
thoy  sliail  be  wringed  by  the  lOth.  of  May  Next  upou  the  penalty  of  6 
pence  for  each  swine  that  Is  found  un  wringed  upon,  the  Oommon  {land} 
till  the  Last  of  October,  ajid  If  any  man  find  any  Swine  upou  the  Common 
un  wringed  then  to  ^ve  the  owners  notis  and  If  the  said  owners  do  not 
witliin  3  days  wring  them  they  shall  forflt  6  penc  for  each  swine,  one  half 
to  the  Informer  the  other  to  y'  use  of  the  Towne,  This  order  was  pub- 
lished and  aproyed  by  the  Towne." 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Col.  Orowne  was  appointed  by  tlie 
General  Court,  in  1669,  to  administer  the  oath  to  the  Constable, 
take  the  "virdect"  of  the  jury  in  the  case  of  John  Loyett,  wlio 
was  killed  by  falling  from  a  horse,  and  to  solemnize  man'iages. 
His  anthority  was  to  continue  until  the  Court  should  take  fur- 
ther order. 

It  is  supposed  that,  at  this  time,  Col,  Orowne  had  left  or  waa 
about  leaving  the  town.  His  frequent  or  continued  absence  was 
the  occasion,  quite  probably,  fOr  the  passage  of  the  following 
order  of  the  General  Oourt:^ 

"At  a  General  Courl  held  May  7,  1673,  There  being  no  magistrate 
neere  Medfield  or  Mendon,  upon  the  motion  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Mendon 
that  some  course  may  be  taken  for  their  ease  and  relief,  it  is  ordered  that 
Mr.  Ralph  Wheelock,  of  Medfield,  shall  &  hereby  is  appointed  to  administer 
oathes  to  witnesses  in  or  of  either  place,  as  also  to  solemnize  marriage 
between  persons  belonging  to  either  Towne,  legally  published,  till  the 
Court  shall  take  further  order." 


1674..  "  Att  a  Gelierall  Towne  Meteing  held  att  Mendon  upon 
the  flrst  day  of  Janererj  sixteen  hundered  seventy  and  fower. 
The  Towne  Chose  for  the  towns  men  for  the  yere  Insuing  Dea, 
Stephen  Oqok,  Danill  Lovet,  Farthenando  Thayer,  John  Har- 
ber  and  John  Thompson,  junior,  Kichai'd  Post,  Constable, 
Mathyas  Puffer  and  Job  Tiler,  Snrvayors  of  liy  ways," 

IFF'  KEEPEK  CHOSBtT. 

n  ordcncry  and  publiquc 

This  was  the  first  public  honse  in  Mendon,  and  was  located 
near  the  homestead  of  the  late  Hon.  Charles  0.  P.  Hastings. 
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At  this  meeting  the  town  sold  to  Ferdinando  Thayer  twelve 
acres  of  land  for  five  pounds  and  fifteen  shillings.  Tliis  mciney 
he  was  to  pay  to  Samuel  Read,  for  which  sum  said  Read  engaged 
to  record  all  the  lands  gi'anted  to  the  Inhabitants  whether  hy  the 
" Hon*  Committee "  or  the  town,  including  "the  severall  pro- 
portions gi'anted  to  be  Laid  out  ate  present,"  the  inhabitants 
promising  to  bring  in  the  return  of  the  lands  "  In  faire  wright- 
inge  under  the  Survayer'e  hand  to  the  said  Read."  This  was 
the  beginning  of  what  are  known  as  the  Proprietors'  Records. 

It  was,  at  this  meeting,  voted  to  have  a  second  Division  of 
Meadow,  four  acres  to  a  forty  acre  lot  and  other  lots  propor- 
tional; and  if,  upon  one  day's  notice,  any  one  should  neglect  to 
attend  the  Surveyor  "  he  shall  Luse  his  tarn  and  the  next  man 
shall  take  his  place." 

April  6,  '74,  the  Selectmen  had  full  power  "to  act  in  all  pru- 
dential affairs  for  the  good  of  the  Towne,"  except  in  the  dispo- 
sition of  land. 

15,  5,  1674.  At  a  General]  Towne  Meeting  Daniel  Lovott  was 
chosen  "Clai-k  of  the  Writs." 

Samuel  Read  was  chosen  "  Clerk  of  the  Town  of  Mendham." 

On  the  same  day  "tlier  was  a  vote  passed  that  all  tlie  Land 
that  Lies  between  the  Mill  River  and  Muddy  Brook  shall  Lye 
for  perpetual]  comon  for  the  towne  except  it  be  that  Land  all 
Ready  granted." 

Although  we  gather  nothing  from  the  records  of  the  town  in 
regard  to  any  intestine  troubles,  except  the  diificulty  with  Col. 
Orowne,  the  following  extract  fi'om  the  Colonial  Records,  Vol. 
5,  pp.  5,  35  and  26,  ^ow  that  the  inhabitants  were  not  exempt 
from  occasional  dissentions  in  the  management  of  their  civil 
affairs,  but  had  fallen  into  "doubtful  disputations"  in  regard  to 
ecclesiastical  matters: — 

"The  Court  being  senciLle  of  tJie  great  distractions  of  tlie  towne  of 
Mendon,  judge  it  moat  in  order  to  a  comfortable  composure  thereof  to 
ocder  tliat  Edward  Tyng,  Esq',  Mr.  Wm  Parkes,  Oapt.  Daniel  Pisher  & 
Mr.  Joseph  Dudley  shall  be  &  hereby  are  appointed  a  comittee,  and  so  fully 
impowred  to  rep^re  to  Mendon  &  to  call  all  parjes  before  Uiem,  and  on  a 
full  hearinge  and  examination  of  their  differences,  to  compose  and  setle  the 
same;  they  or  the  majo'  part  of  them  whereof  M'  Tyng  to  be  one,  who  is 
to  apoint  y  time  of  meeting,  making  thdr  retume  to  this  Court." 
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It  will  he  remembered  that  in  1671,  upon  the  petition  of  some 
of  tlie  inhabitants  of  Mendon,  the  General  Court  ordered  Maj. 
Lusher,  Mr.  Stoughton  and  Mr.  Pai'kes  "to  take  cognizance  of 
the  state  of  said  place,"  and  mate  return  of  their  doings  to  the 
County  Court  of  Suffolk.  It  is  presumed  that  Maj.  Lusher  and 
his  associates  did  not  aocomplish  all  that  was  hoped  for  by  their 
mission  of  peace.  Their  diplomacy  may  Jiave  succeeded  in 
establishing  a  truce  foj  the  time,  but  the  difficulties  were  not 
wholly  healed.  Hostilities  again  broke  out  and,  for  their  "com- 
fortable composure,"  the  G-eneral  Court  chose  a  new  Committee 
as  before  named,  and  said  Committee,  Oct.  7,  1674,  made  the 
following  report: — ■ 

"  In  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  General  Court,  dated  37th  3  mo,  1674, 
appoynting  us  suhscribers  to  taka  cognizance  of  certaine  matters  of  differ- 
ence in  the  towue  of  Mendon,  &  make  retume  to  this  Court,  wee  repajed 
to  the  place  13.  5th,  1874,  wlien,  being  bo  couaidevahle  appearance  of  the 
inhabitants  a  warvand,  issued  out,  comanding  their  appearance  at  eight 
of  the  clock  in  y=  next  following  day,  when  they  generally  appeared ;  & 
though  there  seemed  great  dissatisfaction  &  dirterenc  betweene  severall  of 
them  refferrittg  to  church  matters  as  well  a  civil,  yet  after  large  hearing  & 
discourses  betweene  themselves  &  from  the  comittee,  the  third  after  our 
appearance,  &  upon  determination  of  severall  differences  by  ourselves  & 
read  vnto  them  tliere  appeared  real  remorse  in  severall  of  them,  &  vniversal 
thanUuUnea  for  our  pajnes  and  labour;  their  church  differences  were  con- 
cluded by  mutual  confessions,  apiwinting  a  solemn  fast  &  sacrement, 
which  afterward  were  mutually  and  peaceably  attended;  their  civil  differ- 
ences were  concluded  by  regulating  the  manner  of  voating,  and  appointing 
voaters  &  choice  of  officers.  Other  matters  of  difference  were  puhliquly, 
at  the  same  tjme,  set  in  order  of  peace  &  refterred  some  to  ourselves, 
which  since  are  issiied  to  mutual  sattisfactioa ;  &  hy  severall  discourses  & 
letters  from  them,  since  our  returae,  wee  understand  not  of  the  lemmnders 
of  any  old  differeflces  or  arising  of  any  new  disturbances  vnless  it  he  some 
particular  disturbance  from  some  strangers  of  Providence*  which  were  ap- 
prehended and  vnder  bond  of  appearance  at  the  next  County  Court,  which 
Court,  wee  doubt  not,  will  take  eftectuail  order  w'"  them  to  prevent  further 
disturbance  among  them. 

"Wm.  Parkes, 
Edwakd  Tyko, 
Joseph  Dddlby, 
Danibt.  Fishbk," 

July  8,  At  a  toWn  meeting  hold  this  day  it  was  voted  "that 
thos  that  coold  make  it  apcere  thay  had  wrongs  In  ther  devitioii 
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of  meadow  all  Redy  Laid  out  ■  ehonld  have  sattiefaction  In  the 
next  devition  of  meadow."  This  vote  was  also  confirmed  before 
the  "Hon^-  Committee." 

Sept,  4,  W^i.  "A  Loving  agrement  between  the  Colonell 
and  ourselves,  heretofore  recited,"  was,  without  donbt,  brought 
about  by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Parkes'  Committee. 

Job  Tiler,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  called  to  an  account  by 
the  Selectmen  in  1673  for  contempt  of  their  orders  and  for  cer- 
tain miscaiTiages  on  the  Lord's  day.  Proving  contumacious,  he 
was  warned  that  charges  would  be  preferred  against  him  to  the 
Magistrates.  The  probability  is  that  Job  did  not  find  himself 
comfortable  under  the  ban  of  the  Selectmen,  and  so,  remember- 
ing that  sometimes  discretion  is  the  better  part  of  valor,  surren- 
dered upon  their  own  terras,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
record: — 

"Whereas  their  has  beeu  complaint  against  Job  Tiler,  lierto  fore  recorded, 
he  liaa  given  satisfaction  for  that  ofence," 

It  seems  that,  up  to  this  time,  there  was  some  uncertainty 
about  the  bounds  of  the  town,  as  we  find,  under  date  of  Oct.  18, 
that  Matthias  Puffer  was  sent  to  Natick  "to  fech"  John  Ana^ 
wasanauke  to  show  the  boundaries  of  the  land  he  sold  to  Moses 
Paine  and  Peter  Brackett. 

The  laying  out  the  Schoolmasters'  home  lot,  between  John 
Aldrieh's  house  lot  and  the  ten  rod  highway  that  leads  to  tlve 
Mill,  closes  the  transactions  of  the  town  for  tho  yeai'. 


1675.  The  record  of  this  year  is  taken  up  with  the  recital  of 
a  single  transaction : — 

"  Att  ageuerall  Towne  Meetting  May  the  sixt  day  1675  the  Towne  bar- 
gained and  sold  unto  Mathiaa  Puffer  a  tract  of  iand  Lieing  between  John 
Bartlett's  hous  lot  and  the  Mill  and  aHo  twenty  akers  of  land  In  som  other 
phice  where  he  shall  choose,  and  for  the  said  Tracts  of  land  Matthias  Puffer 
doth  Ingage  to  carry  on  and  to  maDuigge  the  work  of  the  Towne  In  settel- 
ling  the  hounds  and  pveambelhitions  of  the  said  Towne  att  the  Qenevall 
Courts  or  Corts  as  ned  may  Rpquire  untill  it  be  seteled  unto  ub  by  the 
honered  Cort  and  (dlao  to  pay  and  hare  all  the  Charges  that  may  be  de- 
manded or  may  be  needful  or  necessary  upon  the  said  a  Count  and  allso 
to  free  the  said  towne  from  all  dewes  or  demands  upon  the  said  a  count." 
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So  record  of  any  choice  of  officers  is  found,  and  as  the  above 
record  is  dated  in  May,  it  is  presumed  that  the  old  officere  held 
over.  At  any  rate,  we  shall  see,  by  the  following  record,  that 
Samuel  Read,  who  was  chosen  Town  Clerk  in  1674,  signed  him- 
self as  Town  Clerk  in  1675. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  was  the  time  of  King  Philip's 
war,  and  that,  of  course,  the  country  would  be  filled  with  the 
rnmors  of  Indian  depredations  and  murders.  It  was  not  strange, 
we  think  then,  that  so  little  attention  wae  paid  to  ordinary 
municipal  affairs;  especially,  when  we  find  that  Mendon  was  to 
be  the  first  town  within  the  Massachusetts  Colony  that  was  to  be 
attacked  by  the  Indians,  and  which  actually  occuiTcd  on  the 
14th  of  July. 

The  only  other  record  for  16'?5  is  the  following: — 

"  To  the  Selectmen  of  Meudou;  Tlieas  are  to  Informe  you  by  us  Wil- 
liam ffletcher  and  John  Burge,  both  of  us  of  the  towne  of  Chellmsforfl, 
apointed  by  the  Corts  order  to  be  g&rdians  to  the  child  of  the  widdow  Gur- 
iiey  that  was  and  Last  of  all  wife  to  the  a  bove  said  John  Burge,  she  being 
of  a  aouad  vmderatanding  did  will  unto  her  son  Joseph  Juell  all  that  A 
CommcMiation  that  waa  there  at  the  Towne  of  Mendon,  Laid  and  given 
unto  her  the  said  widdow  Gumey,  with  allthe  apurtenancea  and  priveledgea 
In  any  wise  apertaining  or  be  longing  there  unto,  upon  thia  condition  that 
the  said  Joseph  Juell  do  pay  to  Nathaniel  Juell  and  Mercy  Juell  fifteen 
pound  and  Sherrabya  Heby  tenn  pounds.  Our  desire  and  request  is  unto 
the  Select  men  of  tlie  stud  towne  of  Mendon  that  ye  would  Itecord  the  said 
a  Commodation  to  Joaeph  Juell  for  his  security. 

Witness  our  hands  Chelmsford  this  5  of  the  i  month  1675. 

William  ffletcher 
John  Burge." 

"ThisisatrueCoppy  of  the  lettre  sente  from  William  fBetcher  and  John 
Burge  to  the  Select  men  of  Mendon  and  now  Recorded  by  j'  order  31,  4 
month  1673 

as  Atest  Samuel  Bead." 

This  widow  Gurney,  "last  of  all  the  wife  of  John  Burge," 
was  first  the  wife  of  Thomas  Jewell,  of  Braintree.  Thomas 
Jewell  was  probably  born  in  England;  as,  on  the  24th  of  the  2d 
month,  1639,  he  had  land  granted  him  at  Mount  Miller,  after- 
wards Braintree.  He  then  had  a  wife  and  one  child.  He  died 
in  1654,  and  administration  was  granted  to  his  widow,  Grisell, 
Jnly  21,  1654.     In  1655  she  married  Humphrey  Griggs,  and 
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Aug.  18,  1657,  was  appointed  administratrix  on  his  eatiite. 
Here  the  "Jewell  Register"  leaves  her.  In  1664  sho  was  in 
Mendon,  with  her  two  sons,  Thomas  and  Joseph  Juell,  as  the 
widow  Guriiey.  By  her  will  we  learn  that  she  married  John 
Burge  for  her  fourth  hnsband. 

Of  King  Philip's  war,  which  eommeiiced  within  the  bounds  of 
the  Massachusetts  Colony,  by  an  attaek  on  Mendon  July  14, 
1675,  the  records  of  the  town  do  not  furnish  a  single  item  of 
intelligence.  An  hiatus  of  five  years  in  the  town  records,  cover- 
ing the  period  from  1675  to  1680,  is  the  only  evidence  that 
anything  unusual  had  oecuiTed.  Not  a  single  entry  is  found 
indicating  the  fact  of  an  Indian  war.  The  first  volume  of  the 
town  records  were  carefully  preserved  during  the  abandonment 
of  the  town,  but  still  not  a  solitary  entry  was  made  in  explana- 
tion of  the  fact.  Passing  strange  is  it  that  the  Town  Clerk, 
who  must  have  known  very  many  interesting  facts,  should  have 
neglected  to  record  a  single  one. 

Of  the  names  of  the  slain  in  the  attack  upon  the  town  none 
ai-e  now  known,  except  the  wife  and  child  of  Matthias  Puffer. 
These  were  discovered  by  the  compiler  of  these  annals  in  1859, 
while  seai'cliing  for  materials  of  this  history  among  the  archives 
of  the  State  at  Boston. 

Among  the  contemporary  historians  of  King  Philip's  war  we 
find  no  special  account  of  the  assault  on  Mendon,  Hutchinson, 
in  his  history  of  Massachusetts,  p.  391,  says  the  Nipnet  or  Nip- 
muck  Indians  killed  four  or  live  people  at  Mendon,  in  Massa- 
cbusetts  Colony,  the  14th  of  July."  Mather,  in  his  Magnalia, 
p.  488,  says  "the  rest  were  dispatched  unto  the  relief  of  Men- 
ham,  where,  about  July  14,  the  Nipmuck  Indians,  another 
nation  of  those  who  were  well  wishers  to  Philip's  designs,  began 
to  Phillippize  in  barbarous  murders."  In  another  place,  p.  493, 
be  says  "deserted  Mendham  was,  this  winter,  (1675-6)  laid  in 
ashes."  In  afoot  note,  p.  394  of  Hutchinson,  maybe  found 
the  following  extract  fi-om  aLetter  to  London:  "Sept.  33, 1675, 
an  alarm  was  made  in  the  town  of  Boston,  about  10  in  the  morn- 
ing, 1300  men  were  in  arms  before  eleven  and  all  dismissed 
before  twelve.  One  that  was  on  guard,  at  Mendon  30  miles  off, 
got  drunk  and  fired  his  gun,  the  noise  of  which  alarmed  his 
neighbors,  and  soon  spread  to  Boston." 
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Undoubtedly  there  was  an  alarm  at  Boston,  but  that  the 
report  oi  a  musket  could  he  heard  hy  the  nearest  neighbor, 
fllteen  miles  off,  at  Medfield  or  Wreutham,  seems  rather 
apocryphal.  But  somehow  the  news  of  the  attack  on  the 
town  got  to  Boston  during  the  day  or  night  following,  as  we 
find.  Vol.  67,  p.  335,  Military  Ai'chives:  "At  a  Meeting  of  the 
Governor  and  Council  15th,  July,  1675,  an  Order  in  nature  of  a 
warrant  to  Capt.  Isaack  Johnson  forthwith  to  mai'ch  out  w'" 
soldiers  listed  according  to  y°  orders  of  y"  Major  Gen"  as  also 
with  such  others  from  Boston  sent  him  to  reheve  Mendon  and 
Wrentham.  E.  B.  S." 

This  outbreak  of  the  Indians  was  not,  it  seems,  entirely  unex- 
pected, as  we  find.  Vol.  67,  p.  213,  Militai-y  Archives: — 

"  At  a  meeting  of  y"  Governor  &  Councill,  July  13,  1675. 
For  aecuring  o'  frontier  towns  in  tlie  County  of  Suffolk,  it  is  Ordered 
that  y*mwor  of  the  Regiment  send  forth  his  order  to  the  respective  com- 
mittees of  the  Militia  in  3^  Shire  to  provide  twelve  men  to  be  furnished 
with  armes  and  ammunition  and  victuaU  for  a  weeke  to  join  5  or  6  Indiana 
(out  friends)  to  bee  provided  by  Capt.  Gookin.  This  party  are  ordered  to 
BOoute  and  range  in  the  woods  from  Mendon  to  Hinghami  and,  if  they  find 
any  armed  Indians,  to  aeaae  and  disarm  them,  and  if  the  numher  of  such 
Indians  are  too  many  for  them  to  ingage  witlial,  then  they  are  to  hasten  to 
the  nest  towne  and  give  information.  It  is  further  ordered  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  militia  of  Roxhury  make  provision  of  victuall  and  ammunition 
what  is  necessary  to  supply  those' Indians  from  time  to  time,  and  to  keepe 
account  thereof  wiiich  the  Treasurer  of  the  country  is'  ordered  to  pay: 
these  twelve  Englishmen  are  to  be  divided  into  two  companies,  the  one 
halfe  to  scoute  one  weeke  &  the  other  lialfe  another  weeke  successively, 
accompanied  with  the  Indians  aforesaid ;  the  Major  to  appoint  a  time  when 
they  shall  begin  their  motion  &  appoint  the  place  of  Rendezvous  &  this 
order  to  continue  in  force  until!  the  Generall  Court  or  Councill  take  other 

past  July  13.  1675 

Euw.  Kawson,  Secy." 

Military  Archives,  Vol.  67,  p.  291. 

"Mr.  John  Touton  yours  of  33d  instant  received  before  sunset,  and 
thereupon  you  are  hereby  Impowered  And  Authorized  forth vrith  to  require 
Peter  8ymp!cins  and  Isaac  Pratt  to  attend  you  with  all  diligence  tor  the 
relief  of  the  wounded;  that  in  case  of  their  refusal,  you  are  required,  by 
the  Constable,  then  forthwith  to  send  them  to  Capt.  Hudson,  who  is  hereby 
required  to  send  them  to  Boston  to  Appeare  before  the  Gov  and  Councill 
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to  answer  tlieir  neglect,  iu  which  case  the  Inhabitants  of or 

the  authority  of  that  town  are  hereby  required  to  afloord  the  ChirurgeoD 
assistance  in  aucli  respect 

Dated  in  Boston  this  23  July  1675 

Edward  Eawson,  Secy.     By  Order  of  the  CouQCill." 

This  Dr.  Tontoji  was  a  refugee  from  France,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  following  extract  from  Vol,  4,  Part  2,  p.  67,  of  the  Colo- 
nial Eecords: — 

"  In  answer  to  the  peticon  of  John  Touton,  of  Rochell,  iu  France,  doctor 
Ohirurgeon,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  that  himself  &  other  Protest- 
ants, iohabitants  of  Eochelle,  who,  for  their  religion's  salte,  are  outed  and 
expelled  from  their  habitirtiona  &  dwellings  Sx.  might  have  libaty  to  come 
hither  here  to  inhahitt  &c,  as  in  sd  peticon  on  file  appeares,  the  Court 
judgeth  it  meet*  to  graunt  this  peticon." 

GARRISON    AT   MENDON. 

"  36  July  1675.  the  Councill  met. 
The  Councill,  on  perusing  a  letter  of  Capt,  Prentice  &  Oapt.  Johnson, 
Dated  2ad.  day  of  July  1675,  judged  it  meet  to  order  Capt.  Prentice  and 
his  Troope  be  presently  called  home  &  y'  Capt.  Johnson  w*  his  aouldiers 
be  also  sent  to  returne  leaving  of  his  foot  souldiers  and  the  scoute 

to  remayne  as  a  Guard  to  Mendon,  and  of  his  fEoote  at  Wrentham 

as  their  guard.  Referring  it  to  the  said  Captain  to  consult  w"'  the'  Sarjent 
or  other  chief  officer  of  each  Towne  how  many  to  leave  at  each  Towne 
with  their  Arms  complete,  and  they  to  remayne  till  further  order." 

Although  the  following  ordef  has  no  pai'ticnlai'  reference  to 
the  aflairs  of  Mendon,. still,  as  Mendon  was  in  the  midst  of  the 
Nipmnck  Tribe,  and,  as  we  shall  see,  their  fealty  uncertain,  the 
imminence  of  a  second  attack  is  regarded  as  a  sufficient  reason 
for  its  insertion. 

Military  Archives,  Vol.  67,  p.  228. 

Boston  July  27,  1675. 

The  Councill  being  informed  that  the  Narragansett  Indians  are  come 
down  with  about  one  hundred  men  into  the  Nipmuck  country, 

Do  order  you,  Capt.  Edward  Hutchinson,  to  take  with  you  Captain 
Thomas  Wheeler  and  his  party  of  horse,  with  Ephraim  Curtis  tor  a  guide, 
and  a  sufficient  interpreter,  and  forthwith  to  repaire  into  those  parts  and 
there  labor  to  get  a  right  understanding  of  the  motions  of  the  Narragansett 
Indians  &  of  y"  Indians  of  Nipmuck;  and  for  that  end  to  demand  of  ye 
leaders  of  y'  Narragansett  Indians  an  account  of  y*  grounds  of  their  march- 
ing into  y'  country,  and  require  to  understand  the  order  of  their  Sachems. 
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And  also  to  demand  of  the  Nipmuck  Indiana  why  they  liave  not  sent  down 
their  Sagamore,  according  to  their  promise  unto  our  Messenger,  Ephraim 
Curtis. 

And  further  let  them  know  y'  wee  are  informed  'that  there  are  some 
among  them  that  have  actually  joined  with  our  enemies  in  the  murder  and 
spoyle  made  upon  the  English  hy  Philip:  And  that  Mattoonas  and  his 
complices  who  murdered  and  rohbed  our  poeple  at  Meodon  are  now  among 
them.  And  that  we  reqidre  them  to  deliver  up  to  you  or  forthwith,  hrin^ 
to  us  these  our  enemies,  otherwise  wee  must  look  at  y"  to  he  no  friends  to 
us,  butayders  and  abettors:  And  in  prosecution  of  this  aflayre  if  you 
should  meet  with  any  Indians  that  stand  in  opposition  to  you  or  declare 
themselves  to  be  your  enemy,  then  you  are  ordered  to  ingage  with  them  (i'" 
you  see  reason  for  it)  and  endeavour  to  reduce  them  by  force  ol  arms." 

Before  this  time  the  Apostle  EHot  had  organized  bands  of 
praying  Indians  at  Waentag,  (now  Uxbridge)  HasBanamisco; 
(Grafton)  and  at  other  places.  In  view,  probably,  of  their 
belief  that  some  of  the  Indians  had  been  truly  converted  to 
Christianity  and  fearing  they  might  be  ill  treated  should  they 
refuse  to  side  with  Philip,  Mr.  Emerson,  the  then  minister  of 
Mendon  and  others,  petitioned  the  Governor  and  Council  to 
allow  some  of  these  praying  Indians  of  Hassanamisco  to  remove 
to  Mendon,  as  well  "  for  the  security  of  the  Indians  as  the  Eng- 
lish," as  will  appeal'  by  the  following  action  of  the  Governor  and 
Council; — 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  held  at  Boston  Sept.  17,  1675. 

Upon  the  motion  and  request  of  Mr.  Emerson,  Minister  and  Perdinando 
Thdre,  husbandman,  messengers  sent  to  the  Councill  from  the  Towns  of 
Mendon,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  declaring  their  willingness  in  behalf  of 
said  Towne,  that  the  Praying  Indians,  Belon^ng  to  the  Church  and  Towne 
of  Hassanamisco  and  such  other  civiUndians  that  shall  joyn  with  that  com- 
pany, being  accepted-  and  approved  by  the  English  of  Mendon,  ahidl  and 
may  be  admitted  to  live  and  sojourn  in  said  Towne  among  the  English  and 
build  a  fort  there  neere  or  about  the  house  of  the  said  Thaire,  and  then  to 
continue  this  winter  or  longer^  if  the  English  &  Indians  agree  to  it  and  the 
Councill  approve  thereof,  which  course  is  conceived  will  conduce  both  for 
the  security  of  the  English  and  Indians  in  these  dangerous  times. 

The  Councill  having  considered  of  this  motion  and  desire  of  Mendon  do 
allow  and  aprove  thereof  and  do  order  the  said  Indiana  (who  have  mani- 
fested their  consent)  to  remove  thither  with  their  families  as  soon  as  they 
have  gathered  their  corn  and  provisions  any  order  to  the  contrary  hereof 
respecting  these  Indians  notwithstanding;  and  it  is  further  ordered  that 
Scriant  White  and  Ferdinando  Tliaire,  with  the  advice  of  Mr.  Emerson, 
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shall  ao  inapeet  the  said  Indiana  and  look  to  them  that  they  may  not  do 
any  wrong  to  the  Englisli,  or  sustain  any  wrong  or  prejudice  from  the 
Euglish,  and  furtliermore  if  it  be  thought  espedieut,  by  the  said  Committee 
above  mentioned  to  fimploy  and  incourage  the  said  Indiana,  or  any  of  them, 
to  range  and  scoute  in  the  woods  to  discover  and  aurpriae  or  destroy  any 
of  onr  skulking  enemies,  the  Councill  do  order  and  appoint  the  said  Com- 
mittee always  to  send  some  one  or  more  English  man  or  men  in  their 
company  both  for  the  preaertation  of  the  Indians  from  danger,  by  any  of 
our  forces  as  also  to  see  that  the  said  Indians  demean  themselves  truly 
and  faithfully  to  the  Engliah  interest. 

And  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  ends  aforesaid  it  is  ordered  by  the 
Councill  that  Lieftenant  Eudduck  and  the  rest  of  the  Committee  of  Militia 
of  Marlborough  do  forthwith  deliver  unto  Hie  above  said  Serjent  "White  or 
Ferdinando  Thaire,  or  such  Other  Englishmen  as  they  shall  send  in  the 
company  of  some  of  those  Indians,  for  all  the  arms  and  ammunition  aeaaed 
by  them  of  Mavlljorough,  belonging  to  these  Indiana,  wMch  arms  and  am- 
munition shall  be  kept  and  Improved  for  the  use  and  defence  of  the  sd 
Indians,  the  owners  of  them,  and  of  the  English  among  whom  tlicy 
sojonirne  at  Meudon. 

past  by  ye  Councill 

E.  R.   Sec." 

All  this  negotiation  came  to  naught,  as  we  learn  that  the 
Indiana  soon  after  this  deserted  Hassanamisco,  and,  most  proba- 
bly, many  of  them  cast  in  their  fortunes  with  Philip. 

The  following  letters  and  orders  of  Council,  with  the  petition 
of  "Mathyas  Puffer,"  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  furnish  all  that 
is  known  of  the  history  of  Mendon  for  the  year  1675. 

Mass.  Archiyes,  Vol.  67,  p.  376. 

"  Prom  Mendon  y=  lat  of  Oct.  1675. 
Honer*  Govinet  &  Counsell 

These  are  to  certify  to  your  worsliipps  that  Capt.  Gomm  with  myself 
and  our  soldiers  of  both  companies  are  in  good  heath  at  pt.  through 
merey. 

And  to  give  your  Honeran  account  of  our  aeverall  marehea,  first  we  came 
to  Mendum  on  the  aixt  day  of  the  weeke  at  night,  being  the  34th,  of  Sep- 
tember and  on  the  25th,  day  we  marched  from  Mendum  unto  Hassanamesitt 
(Hassanamlaco)  hoping  there  to  have  had  a  Indian  for  our  guide  butt  the 
Indians  were  all  gone  fTom  thence  and  wee  thereby  disappointed  of  our 
expectations,  on  the  next  day  wee  marched  to  Pachachoag  where  we  found 
a  fleld  of  corne  and  well  fenced,  which  wee  did  not  think  convenient  to 
destroy,  concluding,  for  aught  we  knew,  some  of  the  neerest  Inhabitants 
would  be  willing  to  save  it,  but  we  could  not  find  any  Indians,  neither  the 
signe  of  any  being  there  of  late,  and  wee  marched  from  thence  to  Man- 
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choag  and  Chabanamaguncok  where  we  found  some  Corue  fields  and  some 
wiggwama,  com  and  wiggwams  wee  burnt  and  destroyed,  but  could  not 
find  any  bf  our  enemies  which  waa  a  great  discouragement  to  us,  having 
taken  so  much  paynea  to  find  them.  Then  we  returned  and  marched  to 
an  Indian  Plantation  called  Shockologue  where  we  could  not  find  any 
Indiana,  butt  a  considerable  quantity  of  good  Corn  which  we  did  not  destroy 
butt  preserved  itt  at  the  request  of  some  of  Mendum  who  think  to  fetch  it 
home  for  themselves,  and  from  thence  wee  came  to  Mendum  on  the  30th  of 
September.  Now,  seeing,  in  all  our  marches,  wee  find  no  Indians  wee 
verily  think  that  they  are  drawne  to  gather  into  grate  bodyes  farr  Remote 
from  these  parts. 

If  your  Honers  please  to  send  us  on  any  further  service  I  hope  we  shall 
nott  be  unwilling  butt  forward  to  doe  ouv  uttermost  endeavour  withall, 
desiring  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  add  unto  our  number  seeing  thatt, 
besides  the  Garrison  men  which  must  be  left  here  in  Garrison,  wee  have 
but  30  men  besides  myaelfe,  Capt.  Gorum  laeiug  on  his  march  to  Mount 
Hope;  and,  if  wee  goe  further  wee  de^re  wee  may  have  a  Surgeon  and 
sum  others  that  may  he  acquainted  with  the  woods  where  you  shall  send 
us,  the  want  of  which  hath  been  a  discouragement  to  our  men. 

And  as  for  the  towne  of  Mendum  I  am  desired  to  commend  the  desolate 
condition  of  them  to  your  Honers.  Severall  of  these  Inhabitants  being 
Removed  from  thence  and  those  in  Garrison  being  butt  poor  helpes  in 
divers  Respecte,  and  in  number  butt  13  men  with  their  ams  very  defective. 
This  plantation  is  very  Remotte  and  therefore  soe  much  the  more  stands  in 
neede  of  helpes.  It  is  very  likeiy  to  be  a  prosperous  place  if  it  please  God 
to  putt  an  Issue  to  this  trouble,  and  therefore  it  is  the  more  pitty  to  have  it 
deserted  by  these  people,  who  think  it  must  be  if  they  have  not  some  assist- 
ance; they  hope  that  30  men  well  fitted,  with  their  own  returned,  might  be 
aufiicient,  if  your  honers  see  cause;  and  further  they  desire  to  acquaint* 
your  Honers  that  y*  Indians  of  Hassanamissett,  which  your  Honers 
apoynted  to  sitt  down  with  them,  have  deserted  their  oWn  town  and  come 
not  to  Mendum. 

And  soe  nott  having  any  more  to  trouble  your  Honers  with 
I  Rest  your  Hon«  To  Command 

Phtnghas  Upkam,  Liftenant." 

By  this  letter  it  will  be  seen  that  Lieut.  Upham  (who  was  of 
Maiden  and  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  and 
who  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  attack  on  the  Narragansett 
foi't,  Dec.  19,  and  died  soon  after  in  Boston,)  visited  what  are 
now  the  towns  of  G-rafton,  Auburn,  Sutton,  Oxford,  Webster 
and  Douglas. 

Mil.  Arch.,  Vol.  67,  p.  278. 


dbyGOOgIC 


68  ANNALS    OF    MENDON.  [1G75. 

Memuum  Oct,  1875. 
Much  Hon''  my  servis  with  all  dew  Respeckts  humbly  presented  to  your- 
selfe  and  unto  the  Rest  of  the  Counaell,  hoping  of  your  helths.  I  hav« 
made  hold  to  trouble  you  with  these  few  liaea  to  give  your  honners  an 
account  of  our  progi'esa  in  your  jurisdiction.  I  arrived  at  Mendum  with 
fifty  men  and  the  day  following  ]jeftenant  Upliam  arrived  with  Thirty 
Eight  men  and  the  next  day  wee  joyned  our  forces  together  and  marched 
in  persute  to  find  our  ennimy,  but  God  hath  heen  pleased  to  denigh  ua  an 
opertunity  therein,  though  with  much  labour  and  travail  we  have  endeav- 
oured to  find  tliem  out,  which  Left.  Upham  hath  given  you  a  more  par- 
ticular account:  our  Soldiers  being  much  worn  out,  liaving  been  in  the 
ileeld  this  foieteen  weeks,  and  little  hoops  of  finding  the  Euimy  wee  are 
this  day  Returning  towards  our  Generall,  but  as  for  my  own  part  I  shall  be 
Redy  to  serve  God  and  the  Country  in  tliis  Tuft  war  soe  long  as  I  have  Life 
and  helth.  Not  elae  to  trouble  you  I  Rest  yours  to  serve  what  I  am  able. 
John  Gokum." 

As  the  Sidian  war  had  now  been  commenced  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Massaohusetts  Colony,  and,  as  neither  its  continu- 
ance or  cost  could  be  definitely  settled,  instead  of  casting  ite 
burden  upon  posterity,  the  General  Court  proceeded  at  once  to 
levy  a  tax  upon  tlie  several  towns  to  meet  the  neceseai-y  expense 
of  tlie  same,  aa  follows: — 
■     Mass.  Archives,  Military,  Vol.  68,  p.  39. 

"The  Oourte  havinge  taken  into  theire  Consideration  the  great  and 
daylie  growinge  charge  of  the  present  wavre  agmnst  the  Indians  &  the  ab- 
solute necessity  there  is  of  a  further  supply  &  reci-uit  of  armes  and  of 
Ammunition  for  the  service  of  tlie  Country  and  having  also  pticularly  the 
present  state  and  ability  of  the  several  towns  &  plantations  in  this  jurisdic- 
tion, doe  hereby  order  and  Enact  that  for  the  defraying  the  charges  afore- 
said there  shall  be  Levied  seven  single  country  rates,  three  of  the  said  rates 
to  be  paid  at  or  before  the  last  of  No\cmbei  ne\t  and  the  other  four  rates 
at  or  before  the  last  of  March  next:  the  pnses  of  all  sorts  of  corn  (grain) 
pmd  in  said  rates  to  be  as  floth,  i.  e  Wheat  at  6a  R\  e  4s.  6d. ,  Peas  to,  In- 
dian 8s,  6d.  Barley  4s.  and  Gates  Ss.  pr  bushell  And  the  said  Levie  to  be 
delivered  to  the  Treasurer  without  charge  to  the  Country,  and  such  as 
make  payment  in  money  to  be  abated  one  fourth  p  rt 

And  tlie  Treasurer  of  the  Country  (Colony)  is  hereby  required  accord- 
ingly, to  issue  forth  Warrants  to  the  Constables  of  the  several  towns,  who, 
together  with  the  Selectmen  of  the  place,  are  required  to  levy  the  said  rates 
upon  the  Inhabitants  that  they  may  be  duly  paid  as  abovsd. 
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The  Deputjes  have  past  this  in  ateed  of  that  s 
M^istratea,  desiring  their  consent  tliereto. 
37  October  1675. 


t  dowue  by  our  Honered 


Consented  to  hy  the 


WiLiJAM  ToRBKY,  Clerlc. 
Edwakd  Rawsow,  Secretary," 


COLONY   TAX    FOR   KING    PHILIP'S  WAR. 


Boston £300 

Salem 100 

OharlestowE 80 

Dorchester 40 

Roxbury 30 

Watertown 45 

Cambridge 42 

Lynn 34 

Ipswich 70 

Newberry 80 

Waymouth 35- 

Hingham 80 

Concord 33 

Dedham 38 

Hampton 28 

Springfield 


11 


Hatfield 

Framingliam 

Rowley 

Redding..... 
Brantry 


00  00 
00  00 
00  00 
00  00 
00  00 
00  00 

03  00 

04  05 
00  00 
00  00 
09  04 
00  00 
19  10 
03  07 
00  00 

05  05 
16  06 
13  08 
00  00 
00  00 
09  11 
00  00 
00  00 
00  00 
08  05 


Lancaster £11 

Sudbury 20 

Haverill 18 

Hull 10 

Wooburn 35 


ChelmBford 14 

Maulden 15 

Billerica 14 

Meadfield 37 

Meadf  ord, 5 

Northainpton 33 

Marlborrow 17 

Hadley 18 

Groaten 11 

Beverly Ifi 

Andovet 30 

Marblehead 18 


Wenliam 5 

Topafield 13 

Bradford 8 

Amesbury 5 

Miiton 15 


16  00 
00  00 
00  00 
00  00 
18  01 

06  03 
18  00 

10  05 

07  09 

11  03 
00  00 
03  10 
13  00 
10  09 
10  00 
00  00 
00  00 
00  00 
00  00 
00  00 
00  00 
18  00 
15  03 
00  00 


Mass.  Ai-eh.,  Military,  Vol.  68,  p.  33. 

" Mendum,  ye  *««  of  Ocbr.  1675 
To  the  Honered  Councill, 

These  few  lines  are  for  to  acctquaint  your  Honers  of  y  Towne  of  Men- 
duni  in  y'  wee  who  are  here  are  Garrison  Soulders  Lying  to  y  Mercy  of  the 
Enimay,  are  nowe  building  of  a  garrison  in  defence  of  ouraelveB  and  the 
Towne,  doe  finde  the  Town  pepell  very  unwilling  for  to  Ade  ot  Assist  at 
y«  fortyflcation  wich  wee  are  about:  y"  Sargieott  is  willing  butt  only  y, 
fences,  wich  are  aboute  itt  he  will  not  yealde  y'  wee  shonlde  Aney  ways 
pull  downe,  thoe  itt  doth  stan  as  a  saft  garde  to  shelter  y^  Enimy:  as  for 
y«  Towne  pepell  thay  are  very  small  in  number,  not  above  19  men  at  this 
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present  wrigli tinge  In  Towno  wliaireof  ffive  of  them  are  ould  men,  not  able 
for  to  baire  armes,  and  for  Amunition  itt  is  very  scarce;  if  y' y' Indians 
souJd  Malte  butt  Aproacli  Loire  y«  Smrgentt  sayetli  tliat  theire  would  nott 
be  a  pounde  of  powder  for  y  Garrison  souldiers  y'  are  heire  be  fore  y' 
others  came  up:  as  for  the  Towue's  Stock  thaire  is  nowne;  the  heipe  here 
y'  wee  need  is  very  great  for  theire  is  some  In  y  Towne  had  rather  y'  y" 
Indians  whwre  to  bee  heire  tlian  wee:  theire  are  A  pepeli  soe  divided  that 
tliay  will  not  heire  Reson,  in  soe  much  thay  say  if  y'  theire  ware  1000 
Indians  and  Alarum  should  be  Mayed  thay  would  not  stir  outt  of  dores  lor 
to  Aid  or  assist  y"  soulders,  soe  wee  desire  you'  Hon"  for  to  talce  itt  into 
conMderatiou  for  we  are  heire  only  A  pray  to  y°  Inimy :  Likewise  severall 
other  Complmnts  we  have  whenever  time  doth  sarve  to  Come  face  to  face, 
by  them  thaire  subscribed  hero 
Edward  Barton  John  J  A  Andross  his  Marke 

Ilenery   tiO  Pellenton  Ms  Marke        Thomas  A.ndrews 
William  VV  R  Bpsway  his  Marke         John  Roulstone 
Johnath"  X  Duninge  Ms  Marke  Joseph  Grifflnge 

Likewise  y'  Garrison  men  j'  Came  up  last  Can  testifle  yi  the  townsmen 
will  nott  any  wayes  lead  or  sett  their  hands  for  to  Make  Any  fortyfieation 
but  still  are  in  y'  same  Minde  for  to  hwve  all  theire  houses  fortified  as  if 
thay  weire  all  y*  hoole  towne  heire,  when  theire  is  no  Moore  in  towne  butt 
whatt  before  expressed,  and  those  Ganison  men  y'  came  up  nowe  can 
testify  y'  theire  is  noe  Aminition  provided  fortheTowne's  Stock:  wee  hoose 
names  heire  subscribed. 

Israel  Leavitt  Theophilus  Gushing 

Samuel  Holbrook  John  Low 

Jonathan  Torrey  The  Marke  of  Riclw  Godfrey    ^» 

John  Weld  Thomas  Linkhom   ^7  his  Marke. 

By  this  time,  about  Oct.  1,  it  eoems  that  many  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  town  had  removed,  and  the  few  (19)  who  remained 
had,  without  doubt,  become  somewhat  disheaa-tened.  Indians 
to  the  south  of  them,  Indians  to  the  west  of  them,  Indians  to 
the  noi-th  of  them,  and  fifteen  miles  to  their  nearest  neiglibors, 
could  not  furnish  any  very  flattering  guai-arity  for  succor  in  ease 
of  another  attack.  But  that  Sergeant  White  would  not  have  the 
fence  pulled  down  if  it  was  necessaiy,  or  that  the  town's  people, 
generally,  would  not  aid  in  foi-tifying  the  town,  as  is  affirmed 
above,  seems  hardly  probable. 
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Surrounded  as  they  were,  on  fill  sides,  by  the  Indians,  they 
must  have  lived  in  daily  fear  of  a  second  assault,  and,  from  the 
tone  of  the  preceding  letter,  one  can  hai-dly  doubt  that  the  sol- 
diers as  well  as  the  inhabitants  were  quite  ready  to  be  relieved 
from  their  duty  of  holding  the  pla<!e  longer. 

Whether  in  consequence  of  this  letter  or  not,  on  the  3d  of 
November  the  General  Conrt,  after  ordering  "that  Major  ■ 
Glarke  forthwith  strengthen  Mendon  Garrison  by  adding  ten 
more  unto  them  and  that  forthwith,"  also  "further  ordered 
that  all  such  persons  as  have  already  quitted  their  habitations  at 
Mendon  and  doe  not  forthwith  retume,  or  shall  hereafter  leave 
their  habitations,  license  being  not  first  obtained  of  the  Generall 
Court  or  Oouncill,  they  shall  forfeit  theire  interestin  that  place, 
for  the  defraying  the  charge  of  thegaiTison  soldjrs," 

Capt.  Daniel  Henchman,  (afterwards  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
the  City  of  Worcester,)  haying  been  ordered  to  scout  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Mendon  and  Marlborough,  was  at  Mendon 
in  the  beginning  of  November,  as  the  following  letters  will 
show: — 

Militai-y  Archives,  Vol.  68,  p.  33. 

Mbkdam,  Novb.  3,  1675. 
Hoa"  B' 

About  four  of  Hie  clock  this  afternoon  we  came  all  safe  to  Mendam  & 
found  the  town  in  like  condition,  but  cannot  at  all  belter  my  Intelligence 
about  Hassanamesit.  floui'  horses  are  prest  for  scouts  to  thither  at  moon 
rising  till  when  they  cannot  with  certainty  find  the  place,  aud  will  be  back 
again,  I  hope  before  tomorrow  morning  with  somewhat  in  order  to  our 
.  further  expedition. 

The  Inhabitants  of  this  place  are  drawn  into  two  houses  and  in  a  pes- 
tered condition;  and  in  relation  to  it  as  a  garrison  there  are  several  things 
of  moment  to  be  considered  of,  the  which  I  shall  state  and  dispatch  to  your 
Houer  with  what  shall  be  discovered  as  before  and  would  have  done  all 
together  at  the  re.tum  of  the  scouts,  but  that  Mr.  Pain  tells  me  he  has 
express  order  to  send  away  a  post,  as  soon  as  we  came  hither,  of  the  state 
of  the  Towne.  The  which  having  presented  as  before,  crave  leave  to  sub- 
scrilx;  myself 

S'  yo'  Iloners  Humble  Servant 

D.   Henchmah, 

Mebdam  Nov.  3.  1675. 
HonJ  8' 
The  Scouts,  in  my  last  mentioned,  now  returned,  report  tliat  the  oldWigg- 
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■warns  of  tJie  Indian  Towne  are  standing  and  their  dores  fast  as  left  by  the 
Indians  when  they  went  to  their  new  place  to  plant,  being  about  a  mile 
from  the  other,  and  tliat  in  a  field  tliere  is  about  60  bushels  of  Indian  Corn 
in  barns,  and  at  the  new  place  one  wiggwam  matted  and  others  begun : 
in  the  first  an  Indian  had  but  just  before  them  gone  ont,  by  an  apple  tliey 
found  roasting  and  a  tobacco  pouch.  Having  the  opportunity  of  Mr.  Gard- 
ner's going  now  to  Boston  I  send  what  yet  I  have,  and  am  considering 
whether  presently  to  march  to  the  Indian  field,  or^  in  the  night,  to  goe  with 
some  men  to  see  if  any  of  them  can  be  taken,  so  at  present  conclude,  sub- 
scribing myself  S'  T'  Hon"  Humbie  Servant, 

D.  Henchman. 


Mbndham  Nov,  5,  1075. 
Hon'  S'- 

Since  my  last  by  Mr.  Oardner,  I  marched  to  Haswnimesit  where  we 
found  nothing  more  than  what  the  scouti  aa  formerly  di'ioovered.  The 
Indian  not  returned  by  his  tobacco  still  laung  ind  no  signs  of  an  euimy 
that  bad  been  tliere;  but  a  flight  of  Indians,  I  fear,  real.or  feined,  by  apples, 
corn,  nuts  and  other  things  lying  up,  and  down,  besides  the  corn  and 
apples  lodged  up,  the  first  of  which  I  would  have  endeavoured  to  convey 
to  this  place,  by  help  of  the  Inhabitants  here,  but  was  objected  against  by 
some  of  them.  This  mai'ch  for  despatch  (not  hearing  from  Oapt.  SUl)  I 
judged  might  be  safely  performed,  and  intended,  this  morning  to  have 
sent  all  the  Troopers,  being  8,  and  three  flies  of  my  post  to  Boston,  reserv- 
ing six  flies  here  to  dispatch  my  first  instructions  about  this  Garrison,  and 
then  come  also;  but,  at  my  return  hither  yesterday  about  four  afternoon,  I 
received  the  Hon*  Councill's  further  orders  by  Messengers  from  Oapt.  Sill, 
who  Intends  this  night  to  beat  Magoncok  (now  Ashland) within  14  miles  of 
Hassanamesit,  at  which  ptece  I  sent  him  word  I  would  meet  him  this  day 
at  3  of  the  clock  at  farthest  (the  Lord  assisting)  although  my  men  want  rest 
and  are  ill  clad  and  shod  for  marching,  so  that  I  was  faine,  by  inability 
and  otherwise  in  my  last  march,  to  change  a  file  with  the  Garrison;  and 
which  is  more  our  provisions  are  even  at  an  end,  Beverall  bringing  not  any 
forth  with  them,  but  hope  we  shall  shift  with  some  flesh  a  little  bread  & 
boyled  corn  procured  in  this  distressed  place,  which,  in  their  contracted 
room  of  two  houses,  have  not  Are  and  lodging  places  to  answer  the  poeple's 
necessities  and  which  is  more  their  spirits,  by  all  they  suffer,  work  not 
kindly  in  them. 

I  have  spent  much  of  my  little  time  in  meeting  with  them  about  a  settle- 
ment for  their  safety,  but  in'  vane:  Most  say  they  cannot  subsist  if  they 
stay,  and  a  few  the  like  if  they  goe.  At  length  they  proposed  to  apply 
themselves  to  the  Hon*  Counciil.  I,  being  now  to  march  away  and  left 
the  command  with  Sergeant  White,  having  prest  the  sad  consequences  of 
Braking  up  a  Town,  Rending  a  Church,  Dismantling  a  Garrison  and  In- 
couraging  the  Enemie. 
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My  humble  thanltg  to  the  Hon^  Oounsell  for  their  Instructioas  relating  to 
Dependence  upon  the  Lord,  faitt>  towards  him  and  prayera  for  ua  pre- 


D,  liEr 

Capt.  Henchman 

Understanding  that  you  and  your  soldiers  may  want  victudll,  the  Coun- 
cil] liave  ordered  five  hundred  Biskett  to  hee  lodged  at  Mendon  &  the  like 
quantity  at  Mai'lUorough,  unto  either  of  which  places  you  may  have 
recourse  for  recruites  and  we  desire  and  order  that  you  will  be  vigilant  to 
prevent  the  enemies  many  attempts  upon  tlioae  parts.  Wee  had  notis  thia 
morning  tliat  y"  enemy  seased  a  boy  &  man  and  carried  y"  away  that  were 
at  Peter  Bent's  mill  in  Marlborough,  this  was  done  laat  evening  being  5th 
of  November.  Four  of  the  English  escaped  but  left  the  horses,  meal  and 
ai'ms,  so  y'  the  enemy  is  in  those  parts,  these  recruits  are  ordered  to  pre- 
vent your  so  speedy  return:  if  there  be  anything  of  moment  or  y'you 
should  discover  the  enemy  to  be  numerous  to  give  us  a  speedy  notice  y' 
more  force  may  be  sent;  these  supplys  and  directions  are  for  Capt.  Sill  aa 
well  aa  yourself,  to  whom  and  yourself  wee  commend  o'  love,  desiring  tlie 
Lord  to  guide,  direct  and  protect  you  &  all  y'  men  ifc  so  rcmane, 
y  Loving  freind 

E.  K-,  Sec.  p  Gounciil. 

BosTOB,  6th.  of  »  mo,  <Nov.)  1675. 

To  Left.  Tlio.  Hinchman,  you  are  ordei'ed  by  y'  Councill,  by  y'  Garrison 
soldiers,  forthwith  to  secure  and  bring  away  the  come  on  the  other  side 
y*  river  &  secure  it  from  the  enimy. 

Dated  in  Boston  6  November  1675.     By  y°  Council 

Enw,  Rawson,  Secretary. 

Mass.  Arch.,  Militai-y,  Vol.  68,  p.  80. 

JIknuham  Nov,  10,  75 
Hon''  Gentlemen. 

The  last  night  in  Oie  close  of  it,  I  marched  to  Hassanamest  with  33  men 
mounted,  believing  that  some  of  the  enemy  were  there,  discovered  theire 
lire,  dismounted  and  marched  to  it  in  two  files,  headed  the  right  myself, 
the  other  led  by  my  Lt.  Zekill  Curtis,  but  aa  we  hasted  to  it  their  dogg 
gave  than  an  alarum  when  wee  in  less  than  musket  shot;  wee  stopped  a 
little  and  moved  againe  but  the  dogg  increased  his  barking  &  least  they 
might  draw  in  to  the  thicket  to  lire  on  us,  I  ordered  some  to  fire,  hollered 
and  ran  on  as  fast  a&  wee  could:  my  Lt.  first  got  to  the  wiggwam  & 
received  a  mortal  shot  at  the  dore:  I  hasted  to  surround  them  in  getting 
close  beyond  it,  expecting  my  men  had  followed,  but  all  that  both  of  us 
had  was  not  above  five  men;  one  of  them,  my  corporal!,  Abiel  Lamb, 
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whose  strength,  outstrips  me  and  bj  icawa  f  t  stall  I  hilinraj  i  inniaf; 
on:  one  soldier  more  was  w&unded  &  fell  his  name  Thomas  Andrews, 
who  cried  out  exceedinglj  disheartenmg  them  w  i'  me  at  the  v,  iggw  im  . 
togeiher  with  no  more  men  coming  up  to  us  I  called  upon  my  men  to  fall 
on  &  shute  into  the  wiggwam  which  no  more  doing  them  up  with  me  fell 
ofi,  I  cryed  to  them,  for  the  Lords  sake  to  sta}  toi  in  retieitmg  as  wee 
did  I  gave  up  myself  and  them  with  me  foi  lost  and  it  was  <i  peculiar 
Mercie  we  were  not  all  slaine  f oi  the  Indians  issued  out  and  fired  on  us : 
the  Marlbrow  man  also  shot  hut  not  dangerous  One  of  my  old  soldiers 
kept  with  me  as  I  think  Jonatlian  Dunmnge  and  a  hoise  so  soon  as 
mounted,  I  would  have  had  my  men  ride  up  and  Are  to  get  off  the  wounded 
and  to  secure  the  reare ;  but  all  were  upon  flight  though  I  threatened  to  run 
them  through,  but  availed  not:  some  few  horse  kept  with  me  &  by  my  oft 
running  back  in  hopes  to  save  all  I  could,  discovered  two  on  foot,  who 
said  that  they  also  had  been  lost.  At  our  return  we  find  only  the  two  first 
wanting.  And  although  this  is  a  sad  frown  for  I  had  aa  likely  to  fight  an 
ever  here.  They  soon  hollowed  and  we  drew  ofE  our  horse  &  by  the  shout 
seemed  to  he  about  fifty  &  the  wiggwam  seemed  to  be  thronged  full,  and  a 
second  hollow  soon  followed,  some  judge  from  a  second  party,  for  two 
Other  flres  were  seen  at  a  distance:  yet  the  enemy  seaped  not  for  8  of  them 
at  least  were  slain  without,  besides  those  wounded  and  slain,  as  well  might 
be,  in  the  wiggwam. 

If  the  body  of  them  draw  this  way  the  Town  may  he  in  distress,  for 
divers  times  I  have  put  them  to  severall  things  needful  and  will  assist  with 
all  my  men,  I  hope  they  will  now  bestir  themselves.  My  Lt,  Zekill  Curtis 
is  a  great  loss  to  me  and  have  not  to  supply  his  place.  I  cannot  inlarg  but 
begging  a  sanctified  use  of  this  and  former  frowns,  for  we  might  have  had 
an  opportunity  to  kill  all  in  the  wiggwam. 
I  rest  Hon**  Gentlemen 

Y''  Humble  Servant 

D.    H.F.NCHMAN. 

It  is'ordered  by  the  Councill  y'  Major  Wiiiard  forthwith  issue  forth  his 
orders  to  Oapt.  Prentiss,  to  send  fortiiwlth  twelve  troopers  well  fitted  and 
furnished  with  arms.  Ammunition  and  provisions  for  10  days  &  to  mareh 
to  Mendon  or  else  where  Capt.  Henchman  ia  or  may  be  and  there  to  be 
under  his  commands  and  order  for  the  service  of  the  country. 

This  past  by  y'  Councill, 

Edw.  Rawson,  Secy. 

laUi  Novemb'  1675. 

Cotton  Mather  and  others  Siiy  thiit  four  or  five  persons  were 
killed  by  the  Indians  in  their  attack  of  Mendon.  Until  recently 
none  of  the  names  of  the  slain  were  known.  The  following 
petition  is  here  inserted  because  two  of  the  four  or  five  persons 
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who  lost  their  lives  on  the  14th  of  July  are  clearly  made  out. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  on  the  3thd  day  of  November,  1675, 
the  General  Court  "  ordered  that  the  people  of  Mendon  should 
not  remove  from  the  place  without  leave,  and  that  those  who 
had  done  so  should  immeliately  return." 

It  appears  that  Matthias  Puffer  had  left  the  place  and  returned 
to  Braintree  without  leave  from  proper  authority.  Fearing  that 
he  should  he  compelled  to  return  to  Mendon  is,  undoubtedly, 
the  reason  why  he  addi-essed  the  following  petition  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council: — 

Towns,  Vol.  113,  p.  308. 

"To  the  Honered  Councill  aow  Sitting  in  Boston,  tlie  liurable  petition  of 

Mattliias  Pufler  humbly  sheweth; 

That  whereas  your  petitioner  hath  hecn  complained  of  for  being  absent 
from  Mendon  to  y«  diBcouragemeat  of  those  that  remaine,  my  answer  is 
that  I  departed,  at  first,  with  y'  consent  of  the  Town  provided  I  carried 
away  the  Widdow  Ourney  at  my  own  charge,  which  I  accordingly  per- 
formed, and  since  the  Majors  warrant  to  summon  me  to  go  againe,  I  have 
returned  thither  againe  and  have  been  helpful  to  them  by  procuring  them 
ammunition  and  otherwise. 

Indeed  I  have  been  forced  to  return  to  Braintree  to  take  care  of  my  chil- 
dren who  are  left.  Mj/  w^e  was  slains  by  the  Indians  and  •my  eldest  eon; 
severall  of  the  best  of  my  cattell  killed  to  maintaine  the  Garrison,  many 
more  of  them  I  have  left;  my  estate  is  lost;  m.y  Condition  is  desolate  and  I 
not  in  y  capacity  that  others  are  whose  famillea  are  not  broken.  I  humbly 
beseech  the  Honered  Councill  to  consider  my  case  &  not  expose  my  poor 
children  to  ruin,  for  I  have  not  Estate  to  maintain  my  Children  without 
my  labor  and  care.  To  him  that  is  in  atfliction  pitty  should  be  shewed,  I 
think  my  case  is  the  caseof  the  "Widdow  if  not  worse.  My  humble  petition 
is  that  I  may  be  suffered  to  Continiae  at  Braintree  that  I  may  be  a  succor 
to  my  children  which  else  will  be  exposed  to  ruin  and  your  petitioner  will 
ever  pray, 

Matthias  Pottbb." 

Matthias  Puffei^'e  house  was  not  far  from  the  residence  of  the 
widow  Hannah  Thurber,  and  some  forty  yeai'S  ago  the  site  of  the 
cellar  was  pointed  out  to  me  by  elderly  people.  As  the  attack 
of  the  Indians  must  have  been  sudden  and  unsuspected,  it  seems 
■probable  that  Mrs.  Puffer  and  hei'  son  were  killed  in  or  near  the 
house.  Mr.  Puffer  maiTied  Rachel  Famsworth,  of  Braintree, 
March  13,  1663,  and  hence  then-  oldest  eon  could  not  be  more 
than  eleven  or  twelve  yeai-a  of  age.     Whether  the  Council  gave 
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■  an  affii-mative  answer  to  the  petitioner  or  not  is  not  known. 
There  is  no  date  to  it  and  so,  as  the  General  Court  forbade  the 
removal  of  the  people  from  Mendon,  on  the  3thd  day  of  Novem- 
ber, and,  as  Mather  says,  the  town  was  bnrned  by  the  Indians  in 
the  winter  of  1675,  under  the  circumstances  of  his  case  we  may 
reasonably  conclude  that  Puffer  continued  to  remain  at  Bmn- 
tree. 

Puffer  had  leave,  by  consent  of  the  town,  provided  lie  "car- 
ried away  the  widow  Gnrney  without  charge  to  the  town," 
to  go  to  Braintree.  Mrs.  Gnrney's  maiden  name  was  Rachel, 
and  before  1683  she  had  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Bnndy 
and  was  again  a  widow.  She  was  fii'st  the  wife  of  John  Gumey, 
who  was  one  of  the  &'st  settlei's  of  the  town.  John  Gurney 
must  have  died  while  living  in  Mendon,  but  no  record  of  his 
death  can  be  found.  Might  he  not  have  been  one  of  the  persons 
who  were  killed  on  the  14th  of  July? 

The  only  tradition  relative  to  King  Philip's  wai-  that  has 
suiTived  to  the  present  day  is,  that  the  Indians,  when  they 
biimed  the  town,  spared  the  house  of  Joseph  Aldrich,  because 
he  was  a  Quaker.  As  no  mention  of  any  Quakers  in  Mendon  is 
made  for  many  years  after  this  event,  this  triidition  may  he  set 
down  as  of  (piestionable  authority. 


Altliough  no  municipal  government  was  orgajiized  until  Jan, 
3,  1680,  there  is  evidence,  I  think  that,  not  long  after  the  close 
of  King  Philip's  war,  which  was  essentially  terminated  by  his 
death,  Aug.  13,  1676,  some  of  the  inhabitants  returned  to  Men- 
don.' In  the  record  of  bu'ths  I  find  that  six  children  are 
recorded  as  being  bom  in  Mendon  betwen  Oct.  1,  1677,  and 
Jan,  38,  1680.  From  this  record  it  is  supposed  that  some  of 
the  inhabitants  had  returned  as  early  as  1677. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  wai'  the  following  persons  were 
owners  of  Lots  and  were  presumed  to  be  heads  of  families,  viz: — 
John  Aldiidge,  John  Parris,  John  Thompson,  sen',,  Joseph 
White,  Walter  Cook,  Saraiiel  Read,  John  Rockit,  Peter  Al- 
diidge, Samuel  Spencer,  John  Thompson,  jr.,  Ferdiuando 
Til  aver,   Stephen   Cook,   Abraham    Staples,   Job    Tiler,    Wm, 
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Crowne,  John  Hai-ber,  John  Woodland,  Matthias  Puffer,  Joseph 
Aldridge,  Thomas  Juell,  Benjamin  Albee,  John  Jepson,  John 
More,  Thomas  Bai'nes,  George  Aldrich,  Joseph  Jnell,  John  G-ar- 
ney,  Daniel  Lovett,  Samnel  Haywai-d,  Stephen  Cook,  James 
Albee,  Wm.  Holbrook,  John  Spragne,  Simon  Peck,  Joseph 
Steyens,  Hope  Tiler  and  John  Bartlett,  making  with  the  min- 
ister, Rev.  Joseph  Emerson,  thirty-eight. 

The  names  of  those  who  retnrned  after  the  war  are  as  follows, 
viz:  John  Thompson,  sen'',,  John  Thompson,  jr.,  Joseph  White, 
Walter  Cook,  John  Roekitt,  Peter  Aldrich,  Samnel  Bead,  Fer- 
dinando  Thayer,  Abraham  Staples,  Mattliias  Puffer,  Joseph 
Aldrich,  George  Aldrich,  Samuel  Haywai'd,  Job  Tyler,  Hope 
Tyler,  Daniel  Lovett,  James  Albee,  William  Holbrook,  John 
Sprague,  Simon  Peclt,  making  twenty  in  all.  Others  returned 
aftei-ward. 


1676.  In  the  Massachusetts  Archives  the  following  petitions 
may  be  found,  and  are  here  inserted  as  a  part  of  the  history  of 
Mendon  relative  to  the  Indian  war. 

Military,  Vol.  68,  p.  124. 

"  To  the  Honered  Council!  sitting  in  Boston  the  humhle  desire  and  request 

of  John  More,  formerly  of  Mendon. 

"Wliereas  y  petitioner,  when  he  lived  in  Mendon,  for  y  supply  of  y 
soulders  under  y"  command  of  Capt.  Daniel!  Henchman,  had  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  pounds  of  Beef,  one  busheil  of  Pease  and  a  bag  of  three 
shillings  price  taken  from  him,  as  per  y  account  under  y'  Constable's  hand 
will  appear;  as  also  myself  and  horse  impressed  to  go  to  Marlborough,  and 
by  reason  of  my  being  belated  in  that  expedition,  so  as  in  y  night  coming 
Lome,  being  very  dark,  so  that  I  was  much  bruised  and  also  fell  into  the 
.  river,  since  which  time  I  have  been  very  sick  and  weak,  being  deprived 
also  of  any  comfortable  subsiatauce,  by  reason  of  y"  present  insolency  and 
outrage  of  y*  heathen :  having  had  my  horse  pressed  to  Nan-agansett,  with 
other  reasons,  j'  petitioner's  present  desire  is  that  he  may  be  orfered  to 
have  some  present  pay,  to  supply  him  with  necessaries  in  his  present  cJin- 
dition,  and  y'  petitioner  shall  dayly  pray  for  y'  pi'osperity, 

John  Moke 

lUli.  9th  month  1675," 

CERTIFICATE   OB   THE   CONSTABLE. 
-  To  whom  it  may  concern,  that  these  things  menahoned  wave  iaken  of 
John  More,  by  order  of  Capt.  Henchman  for  y=  use  of  his  solders,  three 
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hundred  and  twenty  pounds  of  beef,  one  buaheli  of  peas  and  a  bag  of  three 

shilling  price,  himself  and  horse  to  Marlboirow,  his  hoi-se  to  Hassaoamest. 

As  3t«st  Samuel  Read,  Constable  of  Mendon,  30th.  11th  mo.  75. 

The  second  petition  is  as  follows,  and  is  to  be  found  in  Mili- 
tary, Vol.  68,  p.  347: 

To  Ihe  Hono''''  Governor  and  Council!  now  assembled  at  Boston  Xay  1, 

1670: 

"  The  Petition  of  John  More  late  of  Mendon. 

Humbly  sheweth,  that  j'  Petitioner  is  now  attained  the  age  of  ninety  five 
or  thereabouts,  and  that,  after  Mendiiam  was  deserted  he  came  to  Medfield 
where  he  was  severely  wounded  by  the  Indians,  and  by  reason  of  his  age  is 
now  disinahled  to  labor,  whereby  he  may  get  a  livelihood  for  himself  and 
family,  and  having  lost  ali  his  estate  at  Mendham,  he  is  reduced  to  a  very 
low  condition  having  not  any  thing  left  to  buy  liim  food  and  clothing,  and 
Capt.  Henchman  when  he  was  at  Mendham  with  his  company,  received 
from  your  petitioner  a  Cow  and  some  peas  and  corn,  for  provision  for  his 
Bouldiers  and  hath  not  ^ven  your  Petitioner  any  satisfaction. 

Tour  Petitioner  therefore  humbly  requests  the  favor  of  y'  Hon"  to  con- 
wder  his  age  and  his  low  and  afflicted  condition  and  to  allow  him  something 
for  his  cow,  corn  and  peas  delivered  to  Capt.  Henchman  as  aforesaid,  as 
also  to  grant  him  a  small  pension  for  his  reliefe  in  that  little  time  he  tiath 
to  live  in  this  world,  that  so  he  may  be  freed  from  those  extreme  wants 
that  otherwise  he  must  inevitably  suffer,  so  shall  he  ever  pray,  Ac, 

Jo  JIN  More," 

As  will  be  seen,  the  first  petition  was  dated  Feb.  11,  1675-6. 
The  attack  upon  Medfield  by  the  Indians,  was  made  on  the  31st 
of  the  same  month,  and  in  this  attack  More  received  the  wound, 
as  mentioned  is  his  second  petition,  and  for  which  he  petitioned 
the  Governor  and  Council  for  aid.  I  do  not  learn  that  any 
action  was  taken  upon  either  petition;  although,  fi'om  the  facts 
in  his  case,  some  aid  may  have  been  gi'anted,  the  record  of  which 
cannot  now  be  found. 

I  close  the  annals  of  the  present  year  with  an  account  of  Mat- 
toonas,  who  commanded  the  attack  upon  Mendon  in  1675. 

In  September,  1674,  the  apostle  Eliot  and  Major  Gookin,  who 
had  been  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Indiana,  visited  the 
several  bands  of  praying  Indians;  and,  at  Pakachoag,  they  con- 
stituted John,  the  Sagamore,  and  Solomon  to  be  co-ordinate 
rulers,  with  the  authority  of  the  English  government,  and  Mat- 
toonas,  a  grave  and  sober  Indian,  as  Constable.     But  notwith- 
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standing  thie,  Sagamore  John,  with  his  tribe,  gave  way  to  the 
perauasiona  of  Philip  and  joined  with  liim  in  liis  attempted 
extermination  of  the  English.  The  death  of  Philip  soon  con- 
vinced John  that  the  continuance  of  the  wai-  would  only  end  in 
the  disruption  of  the  confederacy  and  the  ruin  of  hia  ti-ibe. 
John  now  voluntarily  buried  the  hatchet,  and  resorted  to  diplo- 
macy to  save  himself  and  friends  from  further  disaster.  To  this 
end  he,  with  Mattamnck,  Sam.  Sachem,  Simon  Pottoquam  and 
Uppanippaquem,  other  Nipmuck  Sagamores,  signed  a  letter  to 
Governor  Leverett,  "Mr.  "Waban-and  all  the  chief  men  our 
brethren,  praying  to  God,"  sueing  for  peace.  This  letter  may 
be  found  in  Drake's  Indian  Chronicle,  p.  131,  and  was  dated 
July  6,  1676. 

About  this  time  the  Governor  and  Council  pnt  forth  a  procla- 
mation of  pai'don  for  all  Indians  who  should  voluntarily  come  in 
and  anrrender. 

Sagamore  John,  taking  advantage  of  this,  came  to  Boston 
July  13,  and  gave  himself  up  to  the  English.  He  expressed 
much  soiTow  for  joining  with  Philip,  claiming  that  he  only  did 
so  through  fear  of  rns  life.  He  guaranteed,  for  himself  and 
tribe,  hereafter  to  be  faithful  and  true  friends  to  the  whites. 

Pi'omising  to  give  further  testimonials  of  his  fidelity,  with 
assurances  of  protection,  he  was  allowed  to  depart.  July  37  he 
returned  with  an  hundred  and  eighty  of  hie  followers  and,  as  a 
peace  offering,  brought  in  Mattoonas,  with  his  son  Nehemiah, 
bound  with  withes.  A  military  necessity  was  supposed  to  exist 
for  the  immediate  trial  of  Mattoonas.  After  a  short  examina- 
tion he  was  adjudged  guilty  and  condemned  to  immediate  death. 
To  further  propitiate  the  favor  of  the  English,  John  begged,  for 
himself  and  foUowers,  the  privilege  of  executioners  of  the  sen- 
tence of  the  Court.  Mattoonas  (who  had  undoubtedly  led  the 
attack  upon  Mendon  at  the  dictation  of  Sagamore  John)  was 
accordingly  led  out,  tied  to  a  tree  on  Boston  Common,  and  shot 
by  the  Indians.  Afterwards  his  head  was  cut  ofE  and  mounted 
upon  a  pole,  opposite  that  of  his  son,  who  vtas  executed  for  a 
murder  committed  in  1671. 

Although  Hubbard,  in  his  History  of  the  Indian  War,  speaks 
of  Mattoonas  as  an  old  malicious  villain,  and  Increase  Mather, 
in  a  sermon  on  the  prevalence  of  prayer,  puts  himself  on  record 
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with  equal  bitterness,  are  we  qnite  snre  that  the  Indian  of  two 
hundred  years  ago  acted  under  a  rule  bo  very  different  from  the 
martial  code  of  the  present  day?  To  King  Philip  and  his  allies 
it  must  have  been  plainly  seen,  by  this  time,  that  the  white  or 
"  the  Indian  race  must  he  extenninated  at  no  distant  period  of 
time;  and  is  it  atrauge  then  that  the  instinct  of  self-preservation 
should  lead  him  and  his  followers  to  an  attempt  to  avert  the 
imminent  danger  they  so  eleai-Iy  comprehended. 


1680.  Jan.  3.  'The  following  is  the  record  of  the  hrst  town 
meeting  since  tlie  abandonment  of  the  town,  when  "  Dea,  Steven 
Cook,  Sergant  Joseph  White,  Ferdinando  Thayer,  Robert  Taft 
and  Samuel  Reed  were  chosen  Selectmen,  John  Cook,  Constable, 
John  Thompson  jr.  and  John  Rocket,  Sni-veyors  of  Highways, 
and  Samuel  Read,  Clark  of  the  Writs," 

At  this-  meeting  no  other  business  was  transacted,  but  as 
another  meeting  was  held  Jan.  12th,  it  is  supposed  that,  either 
there  was  some  informality  about  the  choice  of  Selectmen  and 
Constable,  or  that  those  first  chosen  had  resigned.  Be  that  as 
it  may  be,  we  find  that  Deacon  St-even  Cook,  John  Thompson,  ■ 
Sgt.  Joseph  White.  Abraham  Staples  and  Samuel  Read  were 
chosen  for  Selectmen  and  James  Lovet,  Constable, 

During  this  month  we  find  that  the  Town  inaugurated  meas- 
ures for  the  erection  of  a  Minister's  and  a  Meeting  House,  as 
follows,  viz: — 

"Jan.  13.  J^ttst  genei'all  Towue  meeting  It  pased  by  A  Clere  vote  to 
build  A  lious  36  foot  Id  Length  18  loot  lu  bredtli,  14  foot  between  joyots, 
a  girt  hous  and  a  gabell  end  In  the  Roofe  and  a  Leantowe  att  one  end  of 
the  hous  the  bredth  of  it;  twelve  foot  wide  S  foot  between  jojnls,  foi  tlie 
Minister  that  shall  first  settle  witli  us." 

For  the  erection  of  the  Minister's  house  the  town  voted,  Jan. 
23,  "  that  they  would  give  twenty  pounds,  four  pounds  would 
be  paid  in- money  and  Indian  com  at  2  shillings  a  bushel  when 
it  should  be  raised,  and  the  remaining  sixteen  ponnds  to  be  paid 
in  pork  a^t  3  pence  per  pound  and  Indian  Com  at  3  shillings  per 
bushel,  on  or  before  the  25th  day  of  November  following." 

A  Meeting  House  was  contracted  for  as  follows,  via; — 
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' '  Articles  of  Agreement  tietweeii  Samuel  Haywaid  on  the  one  party  and 
the  Townesmea  (Selectmen)  on  the  other. 

The  said  Samuel  Hayward  doth  ingage  to  hegine  and  manige  the  frame 
of  a,  Meeting  House  36  foot  in  length  and  34  foot  in  breadth,  a  girt  house, 
14  foot  between  Joyafs.  From  the  beginning  to  the  raising  of  it  caling  in 
what  helpe  hee  aese  convenient,  and  giving  A  true  A  count  to  them  of  the 
days  work  that  ai-e  done  both  by  himself  and  others,  and  what  time  they 
and  how  they  perform  the  worlt,  both  by  carting  and  other  labour,  allow- 
ing the  SMd  Hayward  8  aUilliiigs  a  day  for  his  labor  and  care  in  maniging 
of  this  work,  to  be  paid  in  curmte  pay  as  will  pas  betwen  man  and  man, 
and  to  procure  him  a  Cow  with  a  calf  or  a  calf  by  her  side,  as  soon  as  the 
frame  is  raised,  as  part  of  his  pay.  Abraham  -gtaplea  ingaging  to  pay  the 
cow  if  no  other  be  procured,  the  said  Hayward  ingaging  to  have  the  frame 
redy  to  rais  by  the  last  of  May  next  insuing.  If  help  fail  him  then  to  make 
his  order  to  us  and  to  have  pay  produced  to  procure  help,  and  the  remmn- 
der  of  his  pay  to  be  paid  at  or  before  the  1st.  of  January  next  inauing,  and 
to  take  the  Cow  at  the  price  that  2  indiffeient  men  shall  prize  her. 

In  the  performance  hereof  we  set  our  liands  this  llth  Jan.  1680. 

Samuel  Haywabd. 

Steven  Cook 

Abraham  Staples 

Samuel  Read." 

As  is  generally  the  case  in  fixing  upon  a  site  for  public  build- 
ings, it  is  -supposed  tliat  there  was  some  disagi^eement  in  the 
present  case,  as  we  find,  in  accordance  with  the  advice  of  the 
Honored  Committee,  (Eleazer  Lusher,  William  Staughton  and 
William  Parke,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the  General  Oourt  a 
committee  for  regulating  the  affairs  at  Mendon,)  a  town  meet- 
ing was  held  on  the  14fch  of  July  "to  settle  matters  about 
the  meeting  house,"  and  Ferdinando  Thayer  and  Samuel 
Read  were  chosen  a  committee  to  caiiy  the  result,  what- 
ever it  might  be,  to  the  Hon''  Committee  "  the  last  fryday  of 
this  Instant  July."  What  was  done  towards  settling  the  meet- 
ing house  afEair  is  not  known,  hut,  as  we  heai'  no  more  of  this 
matter,  it  is  believed  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  differences 
was  arrived  at. 

Aug.  10.  Joseph  Aldrich  was  chosen  "  sealler  of  waighte  and 
mesyoure  and  to  keepe.  the  town  etanderds,"  being  the  first 
person  chosen  for  that  purpose, 

"  Att  a  GeneraU  Towne  Meetting  4  October  1680  the  towne  Agreed  and 
it  pased  by  a  Clere  vote  that  ■  they  would  ^ve  Mr,  Grindall  Bawson  a  Call 
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to  tlw  work  of  the  ministry  for  this  yere  lu  order  to  his  further  settlement; 
and  all  so  that  they  would  give  him  twenty  pound  In  corrent  New  Eng- 
land mony  and  his  Ijord  and  a  hors  to  be  kept  f or  his.  servis.  Tenn. pound 
of  the  said  money  to  bee  paid  att  or  before  the  S5th  of  March  the  other  tenn 
pound  att  or  before  the  35th,  of  September  next  Insuing." 

Oct.  31.  Samuel  Bead  agreed  to  boai"d  Mr.  Einvson  for  one 
year  for  tliirteen  pounds,  in  countiy  pay,  at  the  prices  lollowiug, 
viz:  Wheat  at  5b,,  Eye  48,,  Indian  Corn  3s.  abnshel;  butter  6 
pence  a  pound,  pork  3d.,  mutton  3d.,  beef  2d.  half  penny,  and 
13  pound  of  tallow  besides  the  thirteen  pound.  Joseph  White 
agreed  to  keep  his  horae  one  year  for  forty  shillings  in  town 
pay, 

Edward  Eawson,  the  father  of  Grindal  Eawson,  was  born  in 
Gillingham,  Dorsetshire,  England,  April  15,  1615,  and  raaiTied, 
in  England,  Eachel  Perne,  gi-and-daughter  of  John  Hooker,  the 
celebrated  divine,  whose  wife  was  a  Grindal,  sister  to  Edmund 
Grinda],  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth. Edward  Eawson  came  to  this  counti-y  and  was  one  of  the 
grantees  of  the  town  of  Newbury  as  early  as  1637,  He  was  the 
first  Town  Clerk  there,  and  held  that  office  by  sueesssive  annual 
elections  until  1649,  when  he  was  elected  Secretary  to  the  Colony. 
This  office  he  continued  to  hold  until  the  usarpation  of  the 
Government  by  Sir  Edmund  Andross,  in  1686,  when  Eandolph 
succeeded  him,  Mr.  Eawson,  on  his  removal  to  Boston,  lived 
in  Eawson'a  lane,  so  called,  it  is  presumed,  out  of  compliment  to 
him.     Eawson'a  lane  is  now  known  as  Bromfleld  street. 

Grindal  was  the  twelfth  son  of  Edward  Eawson,  and  was  bom 
in  Eawsou's  lane,  in  Boston,  Jan.  23,  1659,  and  died  at  Mendou 
Feb.  6,  1715,  aged  56.  He  married  Susanna  Wilson,  daughter  of 
Eev,  John  Wilson,  the  first  minister  of  Medfleld,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Bev.  John  Wilson,  the  first  minister  of  Boston.  The 
year  of  his  marriage  is  not  established,  but  as  he  graduated  at 
Har\-ard  College  in  1678,  began  to  preach  in  Mendon  in  1680, 
and  the  town  voted  "  to  transport  his  goods  free  of  charge  in 
1683,"  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  he  was  then  man-ied. 

The  names  of  Edmund,  Grindal,  Feme,  Hooker,  Wilson, 
Edward  and  Secretai^  are,  to  this  day,  favorite  names  among 
the  widely  scattered  and  numerous  descendants  of  Edward 
Eawson. 
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1681.  Jan.  3,  The  town  officers  for  thia  yeaa-  ai-e  as  follows, 
viz:  Deafloii  Steven  Cook,  Serg.  Joseph  White,  John  Thompson, 
Sen'.,  Abraham  Staples  and  Samuel  Eead,  Selectmen;  John 
Eockit,  Constable,  and  James  Albee  and  Elizer  Wheelock,  Sur- 
veyors of  the  Highways. 

Feb.  2.  It  was  voted  that,  "if  Mr.  Rawson  settle  with  us,  he 
shall  have  his  great  Lot  laid  out  before  any  others  that  are  not 
already  laid  out  and  his  Doubling  Lot  before  any  others." 

By  a  vote  of  the  town,  passed  April  14,  1673,  it  was  decreed 
that  every  forty  acre  house  lot  shall  be  made  up,  two  hundred 
acres  of  upland,  besides  swamps  and  meadows,  as  was  settled  by 
the  Committee  33d  of  July,  1663.  The  land  taken  up  beyond 
the  house  lot  to  make  up  the  two  hundred  was  calle<J  the  Great 
Lot  and  the  land  by  future  divisions  the  Doubling  Lot. 

It  seems  the  minister's  house  was  not  yet  finished,  and  Walter 
Cook,  Robert  Taft  and  Samuel  Hayward  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee to  see  that  it  should  be  completed  by  the  35th  of  Novem- 
ber next, 

John  Bai-tlett,  it  is  supposed,  was  the  contractor  for  building 
the  minister's  house,  fi-om  the  fact  that,  Nov.  14,  it  was  voted 
that  a  rate  for  the  sixteen  pound  "  dew  to  John  Bai'tlett "  should 
be  made  to  be  paid  "  the  one  half  In  Indian  Corn  att  3  shillings 
a  bushell  and  the  other  half  in  pork  at  3  pence  a  pound,"  this 
being  the  sum  that  was  to  be  paid  when  the  house  was  finished. 

The  foregoing  items  comprise  all  the  matters  of  interest  re- 
corded in  the  town  records. 

The  two  following  petitions,  to  be  found  in  the  Archives  of 
the  State,  will  complete  the  historical  memoranda  for  the  year: 

"  To  the  Honourable  General  Court  now  sitting  in  Boston: 

Tlie  Humble  Petition  of  Samuel  Read,  late  Constable  of  Mendon, 
Humbly  Sbeweth, 

That  in  the  summer  of  1675,  in  July,  there  were  two  rates  committed 
to  your  Petitioner  to  gather,  and  in  the  same  month  the  Indians  fell  in 
upon  uB  to  our  ruin,  therein  some  were  staine,  others  fled  to  Rhode-Island 
&  their  rate  cannot  be  had.  Your  Petitioner  with  great  Pwnea  hath  gath- 
ered all  the  said  rates  except  three  pounds  twelve  shillings,  which  cannot 
possibly  be  obtayned  nor  myself  able  to  pay  it. 

I  humbly  therefore  pray  this  Honoured  Court  will  pleas  to  remitt  the 
same,  there  being  no  fault  on  my  part  why  the  same  cannot  be  had. 
Aud  y'  Petitioner  shall  pray 

Samuei.  Read. 
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The  Magistrates  Grant  a  remission  of  the  £3.  12b.,  our  liretliren  tlie  Dep- 
uty es  Consenting. 


May  17.  81 

Consented  to  by  tlic  Depulys, 


J.  DuDiiEV,  pr.  order. 


■i  ToKBEY,  Ciericus, 


BccleBiastical,  Vol,  3,  p.  13, 

To  Hie  Honi'is  Court  Now  Silting  at  Boston. 

The  Humble  Petition  or  Address  of  tlie  Inhabitants  of  Uie  Townsliip  of 
Meodon. 

Mucb  Honoured, 

As  y*  deplorable  and  desolating  effecls  of  y  late  Indian  Warre 
(wherein  many  Townes  were  wholly  ruined  and  depopulated  by  j'  prevail- 
ing and  overbearing  of  y«  lusulting  Foe,)  have  made,  we  doubt  not, 
impressions  on  y'  minds  soe  deep  and  abidiag  that  they  can  not  easily  be 
forgotten,  or  erased,  so  also  have  we  no  cause  to  question  that  you  can  in 
y«  least  wise  be  ignorant  that  your  poor  petitioners  were  great  sharers  in 
those  Public  Calamities,  Our  great  and  speaking  losses  (which  we  groan 
under  to  this  very  day)  enforced  us  to  make  an  Application  to  y  hon°* 
selves' formerly,  for  relief e  and  succor  from  under  y"  heavy  pressures  of 
our  sad  &  lamentable  conditions :  Wee  then  experienced  both  a  readiness  to 
hear  &  a  willingness  to  relieve  us  when  our  case  was  almost  hopeless  and 
helpness  also,  had  not  God  stirred  up  your  hearts  to  pitty  aud  commissera- 
tion.  It  waa  then  your  pleasure,  much  Honoured,  not  only  to  take 
our  condition  into  ,y'  prudent  consideration,  but  also  to  make  us 
y°  objects  of  y'  compassion  &  y'  subjects  of  y'  pious  care.  Ordering  and 
Enacting  that  we  should  be  freed  from  Public  Kates  for  three  years,  and 
also,  that  all  Proprietors  whether  resident  or  non-resident  should  bear  their 
equal  proportion  in  Town  Charges  y*  like  space,  for  y'  advancement  &  eii- 
couri^ement  of  our  undertaking  y=  settlement  of  y*  place  &  Rebuilding  of 
our  Ruined  habitations;  neither  can  we  ever  be  so  ungrateful  as  to  bury  in 
forgetfulness,  much  less  to  pass  by  in  silence  without  due  and  deserved 
thankfulness  &. acknowledgments,  so  great  and  good  a  favor,  that  you  were 
pleased  to  desire  &  Appoint  y'  much  honored  Joseph  Dudley  Esq.,  Capt. 
Daniel  Fisher  &  Mr.  Thomas  Weld  to  be  a  Committee  over  us  for  y  more 
comfortable  and  prudent  management  of  o'  public  concernments,  that 
peaceable  orderA  orderly  peace,  might  be  continued  &  maintained  amongst 
us,  (y  want  of  which  doe  most  commonly  proove  y*  overthrow  of  new 
Plantations)  whose  pious  care  and  zealous  pains  for  our  best  good  and  wel- 
fare we  haye  largely  experienced,  and  desire,  with  thankfulness  and  grati- 
tude, to  be  reminded  of  our  former  experiences  of  your  forward  Inclinations 
to  pitty  &  commisserate  y«  low  condition  of  such  as  make  their  Address 
unto  J'  lioner^  selves  for  succor,  embolden  us  to  make  our  further  suite  for 
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your  wonted  favour  and  invitP  us  tosiireadour  lamentaljlefoaditionbptore 
your  Honours. 
,  May  it  please  you  to  consider 

That  when  we  nnade  o''  petition  formerly  for  such  favors  as  we  then 
obtaioed  (although  with  a  restriction  unto  the  leavme  of  three  years)  we 
doubted  not  but  that  after  we  had  broke  through  and  had  underwent  y' 
first  brunt  &  heat  of  y°  day  we  should  have  been  seconded  by  others  in  y° 
undertaking  and  tliat  most  if  not  all  of  y  Proprieters,  would  have  repaired 
to  their  lauds  to  have  built  and  settled  upon  y'  same.  But  many  under- 
standing that  they  were  to  bear  Town  charges  no  longer  than  three  years 
&  hoping  that,  afterwards,  their  lands  should  be  free  of  charge,  have  de- 
fended their  coming  up,  so  that,  when  this  time  shall  be  expired  (whicli 
will  be  in  May  next  Ensuing}  we  shall  be  in  aa  bad  if  not  worse  condition 
than  ever,  utterly  unable  to  carry  on  anything,  either  for  y  good  of  Towne, 
Church  or  Commonwealth  to  affect.  Your  were  pleased  to  give  it  to  o' 
Honer^  Committee  as  one  of  their  instnictiona  (and  that  none  of  least 
weighty  &  difficult)  to  endeavour  the  settlement  of  a  Minister  amongst  us, 
who  have  earnestly  and  faithfully  laboured  to  see  your  godly  desires 
efEected,  so  far  as  that  we  are  att  present  possessed  of  so  great  a  Mercy,  yet 
not  without  fears  of  a  bereavement  in  y'  we  are  not  of  ourselves,  without 
y  help  of  other  Proprietors,  able  to  procure  him  a  comfortable  subsistence. 
Wee  are  bold  to  presume  that,  as  you  have  soiicitousij  desired  our  greatest 
welfare  in  that  respect,  you  will  also  endeavour  the  continuance  of  it  &  not 
suffer  us  to  be  bereaved,  because  our  shoulders  are  too  weak,  alone,  to 
sustain  so  great  a  burden.  "Wee  desire  earnestly  not  to  be  (and  hope  we  are 
not)  of  y*  number  of  those  who  dwell  in  their  ceiled  houses  &  yet  say  the 
time  is  not  come  tliat  y"  Lord's  house  should,  be  built.  We  have  gone  to 
the  outside  of  our  strength  &  have  so  far  laid  aside  our  private  concern- . 
ments  that  our  Meeting  and  Minister's  house  are  raised,  yet,  notwith- 
standing, must  tJiey,  of  necessity,  lie  and  rot  for  want  of  ability  (not  will) 
in  us  to  carry  them  on  to  a  finishing,  unless  others,  who  are  proprietors  as 
weii  aa  ourselves  (y=  price  of  whose  lands  is  much  raysed  by  our  carrying 
on  public  work  &  will  be  nothing  worth  if  we  are  forced  to  quit  the  place) 
doo  beare  an  equal  share  in  Town  Charges  with  us.  Those  who  are  not  yet 
come  up  to  us  are  a  great  and  far  yet  abler  part  of  our  Proprietors,  without 
whose  aid  and  assistance  the  work  and  worship  of  God  must  lye  wast 
amongst  us  we  ourselves  being  unable  to  carry  them  on.  Many,  as  we 
understand,  would  come  up  and  settle  amongst  us  were  they  but  assured  of 
the  continuance  of  y=  publick  worship  of  God  amongst  us  by  y'  ministry 
of  bis  word,  of  which  we  shall  moat  assuredly  be  bereaved  unless  your 
se^nable  authority  be  interposed  &  prevent  such  a  fatal!  calamity. 

Our  Request  therefore  is,  That  it  will  please  your  Hon^  selves  to  take  o*. 
condition  so  far  into  your  consideration  aa  to  establish  and  Enact  y°  con- 
tinuance of  your  gracious  order  for  all  Proprietors  bearing  their  share  in 
'    Town  charges,  that  so  we  may  not  be  forced  to  quit  our  houses  and  lands 
&  desert  y'  place,  wliich  otherwise  we  shall  be  necessitated  to  doe  unless 
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we  will  be  conl^ntd  to  live  like  Heathen,  without  hearing  y=  word  preached 
&  so  entail  a  curse  instead  of  a  blessing  upon  oureelves  and  posterity. 
And  how  can  we  endure  to  see  the  evil  that  will  come-  upon  our  posterity 
&  see  y  sad  destjuction  of  such  dear  relations!  Our  Honoured  Committee 
who  are  in  no  wise  ignorant  of  our  condition,  can  sufficiently  acquaint  your 
Hon*  selves  with  y'  deplorableness  of  our  affairs,  and  that  it  will  be  rather 
more  lamentable  (if  that  can  be}  than  we  have  expressed,  unless  your 
timely  favour  prevent  it.  Dunstable,  Marlborough,  Lancaster  &  Groton 
(as  we  understand)  enjoy  the  privilege  we  petition  for,  and  we  are  not 
willing  to  neglect  any  means  to  obtain  y«-same,  least  we  should  be  accused 
as  J'  blameworthy  cause  of  our  own  miseries. 

Let  it  therefore  please  your  Honour*  selves  by  your  clemency  to  prevent 
such  great  calamities  as  wiU  otherwise  befall  us  &  Ensue,  namely  y°  loss  of 
y*  means  of  Grace  or  else  our  deserting  our  habitations  to  y=  utter  undoing 
of  ourselves  &  children. 
And  your  poor  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray, 
Stephen  Cook,  .James  Lovett, 

Joseph  Whit«,  Senr,  Abraham  Staples, 

Ferdinando  Thayer,  John  Eockett, 

Saml.  Bead,  John  Cooke, 

John  Thompson,  Jr.,  Baml.  Ooobe, 

Robert  Taft,  Dennis  Darling, 

■Samuel  Hayward,  Jona.  Thayer, 

Eleazer  "Wheelock,  Peter  Holbrook, 

John  Thompson  Sen',  Jolin  Dayley. 

Walter  Cook, 

-In  answer  to  this  Petition  the  Magistrates  judge  Meete  to  continue  their 
late  order  referring  to  y  proprietors  of  lands  in  Mendon  who  are  not  resi- 
dent nor  do  improve  their  sd  lands,  to  be  rated  in  Town  Charges  as  those 
that  are  present  upon  the  place  for  the  nest  three  years  after  y=  former 
time,  and  y"  Committee  of  this  Court  for  y=  managing  of  the  affayrs  of  y* 
Towne  Continue  their  Care  and  Government  as  formerly. 

The  Magistrates  iiave  past  this  their  brethren  the  deputyes  thereto  eon- 
sentjug. 

Edwabd  Rawson,  Seey. 

Consented  to  by  y-  Deputyes 

William  Torhet,  Clericus. 


1682.  Jan.  1.  The  first  business  transacted  was  the  adop- 
tion of  instrnetions  to  the  Selectmen.  In  the  first  place  they 
were  to  make  such  orders  as  should  clear  the  town  from  the 
penalty  of  the  law.      Among  other  dh'eetions  they  were  to  see 
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that  the  minister  was  promptly  paid,  that  the  bounds  be  sought 
out  and  established  between  the  common  lands  and  those  of 
proprietors,  between  man  and  man,  and  that  the  boundaiies  of 
the  highways  be  settled.  They  were  to  see  that  the  boundaries 
were  recorded  and  that  each  proprietor  had  a  good  right  and  title 
to  the  land  he  claimed. 

Having  .completed  their  instructions  the  towu  then  chose  for 
Selectmen,  Simon  Peck,  Sergt.  Josiah  Ohapin,  Abraham  Staples, 
James  Lovett  and  Samuel  Read.  John  Rocket  for  Constable, 
and  Ferdinando  Thayer  and  John  Thumpson,  Jr.,  Surveyors  of 
Highways. 


At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  to  grant  Josiah  Chapin  (who  had 
bought  tiie  lot  and  land  of  Joseph  JueU,)  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
the  east  side  of  Muddy  Brook,  if  he  would  build  a  saw  mill  on  tliat 
stream.  At  the  present  day  one  woiild  hardly  think  of  investing 
his  money  in  a  saw  mill  on  Muddy  Brook.  But  we  must  remem- 
ber that  the  face  of  the  country  has  become  veiy  much  changed 
since  the  days  of  Sergeant  Chapin.  The  water  shed,  which  sup- 
plied the  brook  above  the  contemplated  mill  in  1683,  was 
undoubtedly  covered  with  the  primeval  forest.  This  would  so 
retard  evaporation  that  during  the  late  fall,  winter  and  spring 
months  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  would  be  furnished  for  the 
proposed  water  power.  At  this  time  but  little  remains  to  mark 
the  spot  where  the/rsi  saw  mill  in  Mendon  was  erected. 

Jan  5,  Ferdinando  Thayer,  Simon  Peck  and  Abraham  Sta- 
ples were  chosen  a  committee  to  "  Rectifie  M'  Eawson's  Chim- 
neyes."  It  is  supposed  there  was  some  radical  fault  in  them,  as 
they  were  to  be  wholly  taken  down  and  rebuilt. 

Jan.  18.  "Att  a  general  Towne  meeting  It  pasedbya  Olere  vote  that 
Mr.  Eawson,  for  the  yere  in  being  sliall  liave  forty  five  pounds  for  a  Con- 
sideration of  his  Labours  amungst  us;  fifteen  pounds  money  starling  of 
New  Bnglaad,  j"  Rest  in  such  other  Country  Oommoditys  as  wee  Pays 
amungst  us,  and,  if  he  shall  desire  at  a  sistpart  abatement  of  the  Country 
prise  as  it  goes  between  man  and  man;  for  the  next  yere  fifty  five  pounds, 
fifteen  In  Corent  rnony  of  New  England,  the  Rest  in  the  same  specie  above, 
and  afterwards  as  his  Necessity  shall  apparently  Call  for,  and  In  case  any 
Inhabitant  shaU  see  Reson  he  shall  have  liberty  to  pay  all  his  whoU  propor- 
tion in  mony  upon  y°  same  abatement," 
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July  21.  Joseph  White,  Josiah  Chapin,  Simon  Peek,  Samuel 
Hayward  and  JameB  Lovett  were  chosen  a  committee  "  to  Ee- 
new  onr  hold  of  Mr.  Rawson  for  his  continuance  with  us  for  the 
futer,  and  doe  give  them  full  power  to  acte  in  the  behalf  of  the 
Towiie,  as.  If  themselves  ware  present,  and  to  Rest  satislied  In 
what  they  doe."' 

Ministerial  candidates  were  not  eo  nnmerous  at  this  time  as 
with  ufi  of  the  present  day,  nor  were  the  people  then  so  readily 
blown  about  by  every  wind  of  doctrine,  consequently  our  ancestors 
were  saved  from  the  usual  wranglings  and  heart-burnings  which, 
in  modem  times,  too  frequently  gi'ow  out  of  the  settlement  of  a 
now  tninister. 

Oct,  25.  Sergeant  Josiah  Ohapin  was  chosen  Sui-veyor,  and 
Dennis  Dai'ling,  John  Rocket  and  Edwai-d  Lineford  had  gi-ants 
of  land. 

The  Selectmen  at  the  beginning  of  the  yeai-  made  rules  that 
all  swine  over  eight  weeks  old  should  be  "yoked  and  wringed" 
before  the  35th  of  March;  that  "stone  horses,"  going  at  large, 
should  be  "aproned  ofl  according  to  law;"  that  horses  "that 
Continually  Keep  and  feed  in  the  road,"  shall  be  sufficiently 
shackled  or  clogged;  that  all  fences  should  be  repaired  before  the 
35th  of  March,  and  that  all  trees  felled  within  half  a  mile  of  any 
house  should  be  cnt  up  within  three  months,,  under  a  penalty  of 
five  shillings  for  every  tree.  The  danger  of  leaving  combustible 
matter  in  proximity  to  the  buildings  is  supposed  to  be  the  reason 
for  this  last  rule. 


1683.  Jan.  1.  Josiah  Chapin,  Simon  Peck,  Ferdinanilo 
Thayer,  James  Lovett  and  Samuel  Read  were  chosen  Selectmen; 
Samuel  Cook,  Constable,  and  Josiah  Chapin  and  Ferdinando 
Thayer,  Surveyors  of  Highways. 

At  this  meeting  a  committee  of  nine  were  chosen,  of  which 
Joseph  White  was  chairman,  "to  purize  the  Town  book  and  to 
see  what  there  was  upon  Record  that  might  bee  prejudyshall  to 
the  peace  of  the  town,. and  allso  to  take  a  draught  oute  of  the 
Town  Booko  of  all  those  Records  that  doe  Interfere  one  upon 
another  and  present  them  to  the  towne." 
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It  was  voted  that  none  but.  those  who  have  allotmeiits  of  land 
should  have  the  privilege  to  cut  trees  for  wood  or  timber  or 
other  ways  upon  common  lands,  without  liberty  from  the  town, 

Sept.  17.  The  Selectmen  were  instructed  to  draw  up  an 
instrument  to  convey  to  Mr.  Eaweon  "that  land  which  was 
formerly  Common  Land  &  that  Land  which  was  formerly  y' 
Ministryee  Home  lot  together  with  all  Meadows  belonging  to  y° 
Ministreye's  Lott  &  y'  Lott  called  y*  Schoole  lot  with  all  rights 
and  privileges  belonging  to  y'  same." 

The  Selectmen  were  also  instructed  to  appoint  Sui-veyors  of 

the  Highways  who,  according  to  their  discretion,  shall  mend  the 

same.     They  had  power  to  call  upon  any  man  for  work,  and 

upon  four  days  notice  should  any  refuse  to  work,  they  were  to 

*  pay  a  fine  of  five  shiUings,  and  if  summoned  with  a  team,  ten 


"Tke  Returne  of  M'  RawaoE's  Home  Lott,  containing  forty  Acres. 

Butting  North  East  upon  a  small  piece  of  Common  Land  Lying  b 
y*  sdd  Lott  and  the  hyway  Leading  to  Simon  Peck's;  south  east  upon  the 
north  side  of  Mr.  Emerson's  Home  lott,  Returning  upon  a  southeast  line 
heading  M'  Emerson's  John  Harber's  and,  partly  George  Aldrich's  Home 
Lott;  thence  upon  a  south  west  line  of  marked  trees  pai'tly  upon  a  piece 
of  common  Swamp  and  partly  upon  the  north  end  of  Mr.  Emerson's  second 
division;  westerly  and  northerly  upon  a  hyway  Leading  by  Pliilip 
King's  Lott  to  Common  Land  and  partly  upon  a  hyway  leading  to  the 
South  Meadowes." 

In  consideration  that  the  town  could  not  give  a  good  title  to 
the  ministry  lot,  they  voted  him  thirty  acres  of  land  where  he 
shall  choose  it,  and  also  the  improvement  of  the  ministry  lot,  he 
to  be  paid  for  any  betterment  he  shall  have  made,  "as  Rashonall 
men  shall  judg "  which  shall  be  reimbursed  to  him  or  his 
heirs. 

Oct.  33.  A  survey  of  the  town  was  made,  Serg.  EUis,  of  Ded- 
ham,  being  employed  a^  Surveyor,  and  was  settled  as  follows, 
via; — Stai-ting  upon  Chai'les  River  and  running  four  miles,  want- 
ing forty  rods,  to  the  northeast  corner  at  a  stake  and  stones  in 
Hoppin's  meadow;  thence  turning  and  running  westerly  to  the 
northwestern  corner  one  hundred  rods  beyond  the  Great  River 
(now  Blackstone,)  eight  and  one-half  miles;  thence  turning  and 
running  due  south  eight  miles  to  the  southwest  comer  to  a 
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ehestnat  tree,  upon  the  uorthem  side  of  a  great  hill;  thence 
turning  easterly  about  three  miles  to  the  Monhegin  river,  (now 
the  Branch,)  crossing  it  several  times,  and  so  on  to  the  Great 
River,  upon  the  south  side  of  the  Falls,  (Woonsocket)  and  then 
with  said  river  to  Dedham  line;  thence  turning  and  running 
northerly  four  miles  and  forty  rods.  This  last  line,  not  men- 
tioned in  the  description,  is  taken  from  the  original  survey. 
From  this  we  learn  nothing  aboiit  starting  from  the  Dedham 
Tree  and  running  one  mile  east  to  the  point  where  this  survey 
began. 

Nov.  18.  The  Selectmen  ordered  that  all  timber  cat  down  in 
the  pine  and  eedai-  swamps  should  be  removed  on  or  before  the 
last  day  of  February  next,  upon  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  the 
timber  and  five  shillings  a  tree  to  the  informer;  and  if  in  the 
future  any  trees  or  huts  for  clapboards  or  shingles  shall  renrain 
longer  than  six  days,  they  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  penalty, 
one  half  to  the  informei"  and  one  half  to  the  town. 

The  following  items  complete  the  town  record  for  the  year 
1683  :— 

Nov,  19.  Those  whose  names  are  underwritten  were  found  to 
be'indebted  to  the  town  for  unpaid  taxes  and  grass,  viz: — 

Peter  Aldrich,  for  1680— 1681  &  1683 ,.£1.08.03 

Mrs,  Blizalieth  Browne,-  for  168S 3.00.00 

"Wid.  RutliBundj,  for  1080,  1681  &  1683 6.08.01 

John  Aldrich,  for  1682,  for  Grass,  per  "Walter  Cook 0.12.10 

Mrs.  Eliaabeth  Browne  was  the  relict  of  Rev.  Joseph  Emer- 
son, the  second  minister  of  the  town. 

The  widow  Euth  Bundy,  as  she  is  recorded  as  the  relict  of 
John  Gumey,  formerly  of  Mendon,  was,  without  much  doubt, 
the  widow  Gurney  that  Matthias  Puffer  took  from  Mendon  when 
the  town  gave  him  liberty  to  go  to  Braintree  to  look  after  his 
children,  in  1675;  and  the  fact  of  her  marrying  and  again  be- 
coming a  widow,  and  no  mention  made  of  John  Gurney  since 
that  time,  seems  to  coiToborate  the  truth  of  the  supposition  that 
he  was  among  the  slain  in  the  Indian  attack  upon  Mendon  in 
1%15,  as  heretofore  inferred. 
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1684.  Jan.  9.  Simon  Peck,  Joaiah  Chapin,  Abraham  Sta- 
ples, James  Lovett  and  Samuel  Read  were  chosen  Selectmen; 
Jonathan  Thayer,  Constable,  and  John  Rockett  and  Samuel. 
Bead,  Highway  Surveyors. 

When  the  town  was  burned  in  the  winter  of  1675-6,  Benjamin 
Albee's  grist  mill  was  embraced  in  the  general  calamity.  Dur- 
ing the  four  or  five  years  since  the  retura  of  the  inhabitants 
there  was  probably  no  mill  nearer  than  Medfleld  or  Wrentham, 
and  with  no  means  of  transportation  but  the  cai-t  and  oxen,  or 
a  bag  and  boy  on  a  horse,  the  privilege  of  "going  to  miU" 
could  not  be  regaa-ded  as  a  sinecure,  especially  when  the  journey 
must  have  occupied  two  days  and  a  night. 

To  remedy  this  inconvenience  the  town  entered  into  tlie  fol- 
■   lowing 

"  CONTRACT   TO    BUILD   A    CORN    MILL. 

Articles  of  Agreement  made  and  concluded  {Jan.  6,  1684)  between 
Matthias  Puffer  and  tie  Town  of  Mendon 

First,  that  y*  ad  pufer  doth  agree  to  and  with  the  Inhabitants  of  Mendon, 
tfl  huUd  a  sufficient  Come  Mill  in  some  convenient  place  for  the  town's 
use  upon  the  same  stream  the  formei;  Mill  stood  upon,  and  iu  case  y°  sd 
pufter  huild  y"  Mill  below  y'  place  y  former  Mill  stood  and  thereby  pond 
in  the  Country  Road,  then  the  sd  pufEer  by  these  presents  due  bind  himself 
to  make  and  maintain  a  suf&oient  Cart  bridge  for  the  Country's  use, 

2ndty.  In  case  y'  sd  pilffer  build  the  said  Mill  above  the  other  mill  pond 
upon  the  Town's  land,  then  y'  said  puffer  shall  have  j*  land  that  he  ponds 
and  also  Ingress  and  Egress  to  the  Mill  during  the  time  of  the  Mill's  stand- 
ing and  Remaining  serviceable  for  the  town's  uae;  afterwards  yj  sd  Laud 
Returne  to  y  Town  again. 

3dly.  The  sd  puffer  due  lugage  to  maintaine  the  sd  Mill  twenty  years  for 
y"  town's  use  and  to  provide  a  Miller  from  time  to  time  as  may  be  satisfac- 
tory to  y'  mair  part  of  y  towne. 

4thly.  The  said  pufEer  doth  Ingage  60  erect  y'  sd  Mill  and  furnish  tlie  same 
att  or  before  the  last  of  October  Next  insuing  the  date  hereof, 

MATTHtAS   PTJFPER 

Signed  in  presents  of  us  His  M.  Marli " 

James  Albee 
Joseph  While,  Junr. 

Upon  the  performance  of  every  part  and  particular  specified, 
the  town  contracted  to  pay  said  PufEer  the  sum  of  fifteen  ponnde. 
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ten  pounds  in  current  money  of  New  England,  and  five  in  mer- 
chantable country  pay. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Puffer  was  to  build  the  mill,  keep  it  in 
order  and  provide  a  miller  for  twenty  jeare,  and  for  the  due 
fulfillment  of  these  covenants  he  bound  himself  in  the  penal 
sum  of  thirty  pounds  to  pay  back  the  fifteen  pounds,  "ten 
pounds  in  money  and  five  pounds  in  Country  pay."  This  bond 
was  dated  April  16,  1685. 

SBrri.BlIENT   OF    REV.  GRINDAL   KAW30N,.TITE  THIRD  jriN"TSTE1l. 

7  Aprill  1684  att  a  gueral  towne  metting  of  tlie  InliabitaDta, 

It  pased  by  Clere  vote  that  In  order  to  Ihe  Seltelment  of  Mr.  Grindal 
Rawaon  In  the  work  of  the  Ministry  amonst  us  they  would  doe  for  him  as 
followeth. 

Imp»  that  they  will  give  for  yerely  Sallery  Fifty  Ave  pounds  to  bee  paid 
as  tollowethi  fifteen  pounds  per  annum  in  Starling  money  ot  New  England 
and  forty  pounds  more  to  bee  paid  in  good  marchantabell  country  pay  audi 
aa  the  towne  EayseHi. 

2ndly,  that  they  wiU  give  him,  for  a  foits  acre  lott  one  Cord  of  wood 
yerly  and  so  pro  portionably  for  Lotta  of  Lesser  quantity  to  hp  delivered 
att  his  dore. 

8Iy,  that  they  will  upon  the  twenty  fift  October  and  the  twentv  fift  nf 
March  pay  him  his  Sallery,  the  one  half  upon  the  one  daj  an  i  thi  otiiei 
half  upon  the  other  day. 

41y,  that  they  will  give  their  Selectmen  Anuall  Instructions  to  make  A 
Hate  for  his  Sallery  and  that  they  take  order  for  the  gathering  of  it  and  de- 
livering it  to  him:  this  wee  promis  to  give  att  present  and  afterwards  as 
God  shall  Inable  us  and  the  wants  of  hia  family  shall  call  for,  hee  settling 
with  us,  ministering  to  us  and  not  Removing  from  us  with  out  just  grounds 
Arising  from  ourselves  as  shall  be  judged  by  a  Counsell  of  Congregationall 
principals,  mutually  chosen. 

Sly,  That  they  will  upon  his  taking  office  Relation  w""  them  settell  that 
hous  and  forty  acre  House  lott  which  he 'is  now  in  possession  of  with  all 
devitions  of  Land  and  Meadow  (a  Cording  to  the  agreement  lie  made  with 
the  towne  fifteenth  of  October  sixteen  hundred  eighty  and  three  as  apeeis 
upon  the  town  records  p.p.  74  &  75  (and  also  in  this  book,  p.  89,}  belong- 
ing there  unto  as  much  as  to  any  other  lot  of  that  bigness,  with  all  other 
c'omon  Rights  and  privileges  thei-e  unto  belonging;  he  taking  otfice 
amonst  them,  they  there  upon  promise  to  Record  sd  Lott,  the  grant  and 
title  there  of  free  and  clore  and  in  the  same  terms  their  own  Lands  are  Re- 
corded in. 

These  proposals  and  every  particular  of  them  I  doe  freely  accept  of  & 
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fully  acquiesce  id,  in  order  to  y'  end  tliereiu  specified,  y  day  and  year 
above  mentioned  as  witness  my  hand 

Grind  A  J.  Rawsoh. 
Signed  as  above  in  presence  of 
Joseph  White 
Josiab.  Chapia 
Simon  Peck 
'    Jamea  Lovett 
Samuel  Bead, 
MendonNov.  2,  .84 

Although  Mr.  Rawaon  was  not  settled  until  the  present  date, 
we  have  seen  that  he  had  been  preaching  here  since  October  4, 
1680,  when  he  received  a  call  fi-om  the  town  to  be  their  min- 


Then  and  there  Reconed  with  y  aelectmen  for  y'  three  Last  years  past 
and  all  accounts  betwen  myself  and  them  as  they  stand  Engaged  on  the 
towne'8  hehalf  to  see  the  severall  payments  for  that  terme  discharged  upon 
the  receipt  of  which  payments  allready  made  I  acquitt  them,  and  y*  towne 
by  tliem.,  of  eveiy  part  and  persell  hereof,  as  witness  my  hand  y'  day  and 
year  above  Expressed. 

Grind AL  Rawsok, 

20: 11 ;  84.  Y"  Selectmen  do  order  and  agree  that  tlie  orders  of  1683  shall 
continue  in  force,  and  that  John  Rockett  and  Jamea  Albee  be  fence 
viewers  for  the  south  end  of  tlie  town  and  John  Thompson  jr.  and  Joseph 
White  jr.  for  the  north  end  of  the  town,  Jacob  Aldrich  and  John  Cook  to 
took  after  stone  horses  and  swine. 

The  committee  heretofore  chosen  to  examine  the  bounds  of 
of  the  highways  very  probably  reported  about  this  time,  as  we 
find  the  town  voted  "  that  all  thos  that  any  ways  had  Intrenched 
upon  the  byways  are  to  leve  sd  lands  and  make  the  hyways  strait 
y'  full  breadth  of  ten  Bod. " 

It  is  supposed  the  pine  pJains  were  not  at  this  time  consid- 
ered so  valuable  as  in  the  eai'ly  settlement  of  the  town,  as  we 
find  this  year  that  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  had  liberty  to 
leave  land  "  in  y"  pine  plain  and  take  it  elsewhere." 

Simon  Peck,  Abraham  Staples  and  Samuel  Read  were  chosen 
a  committee  to  have  seats  made  in  the  meeting  house,  which,  as 
no  mention  is  made  of  any  other  location,  is  supposed  to  have 
been  ei'ected  on  the  site  ofthe  one  burned  by  the  Indians. 

The  following  petition  is  inserted  to  show  the  method  in 
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which  Probate  baeinese  was  transacted  in  early  times,  and  the 
minuteness  of  the  inventory: — 

To  the  Honer^  General  Court  now  sitting  in  Boaton  Tliis  8tli.  of  May 
1684,   The   Humble   Petition  of    8arah  Stephens  of  Mendon,  Humbly 


That  whereas  Your  Poor  Petitioner,  a  Distressed  Widdow  having  been 
left  with  three  small  Children  (aU  of  them  Daughters)  by  her  late  husband, 
Joseph  Stephens,  who  deceased  in  the  Time  of  the  late  Indian  war,  Intes- 
tate. Tour  poore  petitioner,  according  to  law,  brought  in  a  true  Inventory 
of  her  aftid  husband's  estate,  as  by  aaid  Inventory  aworn  in  Court  Dec.  3. 
1677  doth  appear.  The  substance  of  Ihe  Moveables  (Therein  Mentioned) 
consisting  of  things  Necessary  for  family  use  are,  for  the  most  part,  spent 
upon  your  petitioner  and  her  cliildren,  save  only  such  as  could  not  be  any 
ways  by  her  improved.  The  other  part  of  hia  estate,  viz.  Lands  amount- 
ing (according  to  apprizement)  to  about  thirty  pounds,  which  is,  at  present, 
the  substance  of  what  is  left  for  your  poor  petitioner  and  her  children  to 
live  upon.  Your  Petitioner  having  Administration  granted  upon  the 
estate  hath  hitherto,  for  the  most  part,  provided  for  herself  and  children, 
viz,  for  her  owne  and  their  wearing  apparel  &  most  of  their  provision; 
likewise  your  poore  petitioner  humbly  praya  that  this  Honer^  Court  would, 
according  to  their  wonted  favor  to  such  in  her  condition,  please  to  settle 
fhe  land  aforesaid  upon  your  petitioner,  who  Desires  that  said  land  may  he 
bound  over  to  respond  whatever  your  Honera  shall  see  cause  to  settle  upon 
them,  either  upon  the  coming  to  age  or  dayes  of  marriage  (besides  what 
your  Honers  shall  see  cause  to  allow  your  petitioner  for  their  education  until 
the  aforesaid  times)  your  petitioner  desiring  still  to  extend  that  motherly 
care  which,  hitherto,  she  hath  not  been  wanting  in,  being  through  God's 
goodness  in  a  capacity  to  let  out  said  land  to  some  advantage,  not  only  for 
discharging  what  rat«a  and  dues  may  arise  there  upon  but  alao  producing 
some  bread  corne  for  herself  and  Children. 

Your  Honours  granting  your  petioner's  request  will  still  oblige  her  to. 
pray  as  in  duty  bound  &c 

Sabah  Stephens. 

In  answer  to  this  Petition  The  Magistrates  judge  meet  to  order  the  one 
half  the  land  to  the  Widow  to  enjoy  to  her  and  her  heires  to  dispose  of, 
the  other  half  of  the  land  to  be  to  the  children  as  they  come  of  age,  part  & 
part  alike,  the  bringing  up  the  children  with  the  improvement  of  the  land 

Their  brethren  the  Deputies  thereto  consenting 

Edward  Rawsok,  Secy. 

9  May  1684    Consented  by  the  Deputies. 

William  Torkey,  Cleric. 

Brantet,  Dec.  8.  1677, 
Aq  Inveutoiy  of  the  Estate  of  Joseph  Stephens  taken  by  Caleb  Hubbard 
and  Benjamin  Thompson. 
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Imp".  To  wearing  apparel £04  00  00 

To  Bedding  and  bed 04  00  00 

To  3  pair  of  sheets  coarse  1  fine 01  10  00 

To  5  Pillow  beers,  3  Bhirta,  1  pr,  drawers  4  coars  nap- 
kins     00  09  00 

To  small  wearing  linen  bands,  neckcloths  &c 00  10  00 

To  gloves,  stockins,  mittens 00  07  00 

To  1  file,  3  knifea,  Razor,  1  pen  knife,  chalk  line,  tongs, 

a  lock,  starch,  mithridate 00  OS  00 

To  pewter  10a.  1  braaa  kettle  IBs.  skillet  58 01  13  00 

Tol  iron  pot  133.  1  skillet  4a.  a  Cutlace  73 01  03  00 

To  a  musket  15s.  aback  sword  13 01  07  00 

To  hata  6b.  axe  3s.  6d.  bed  cords  4s.  bellows  3s.  Bd. . . .  00  14  00 

To  Earthen  ware  &  wooden  utenaila 00  10  00 

To  Yame  and  fflax 01  15  00 

Ditto,  00  05  00 

To  3  Spinning  wheels 00  10  00 

To  Beans  &  Bait  00  03  00 

To  bed  Btead  6s.  chairs  3s.  tubs  53.  pails  33,  6d.,  S  bar- 
rels 7s.  6d 01  03  00 

To  seives  38.  cards  2a.  Wool  3s.  cheat  7a.  bos  3s.  fry- 
ing pans  3s 01  00  00 

To  old  iron  1-3  cwt 00  10  00 

To  come  6s.  remnants  of  clotli  &  yarn 03  05  00 

To  suit  lamp,  baskets,  chairea,  stooiea 00  18  00 

To  a  mat  3s.  Indian  4  bush.  Beefe  7 00  15  00 

To  an  heifer  and  calf 02  14  00 

To  Land  at  Mendam 

To  1-3  an  acre  of  Land  at  Manaticot 03  00  00 

£30  14  00 

Sarah  Stevens  made  oatli  before  John  Leveret  E3C[.  GoVp  and  Ewd. 
Tyng  Esq.  Assistant  Dec.  11.  1677  that  it  is  a  just  and  true  Inventory  of 
the  estate  of  her  late  Husband  Joaeph  Btevena,  deceased,  to  her  best  Itnowl- 
edge  and  that  when  she  knows  more  ahc  will  discover  the  same. 

As  atest  *  Isa:  Addington,  Oler. 

Thismaycertify  whomitmay  concernthat  weapprize  thelot  £30  00  00 
of  Joaeph  Stevena  deceased  at  30£  and  an  anvill  at  10s.  00  10  00 

Brought  by  the  Administratrix  aa  addition  to  the  Inventory 

I.  Addin&ton,  Ocr. 
This  is  a  true  Coppie  of  the  Original  Inventory  and  addition  thereto. 

I.  Addikgton,  Oler. 
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Joseph  Stevens,  having  died  during  the  Indian  war,  may  it 
not  be  reasonably  inieiTed  he  was  one  of  those  slain  by  the 
Indians? 

The  following  petition,  besides  giving  an  account  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  town  at  the  time,  also  establishes  the  fact  that  a 
large  number  of  the  proprietors  had  not  returned,  although 
nine  years  had  elapsed  since  their  abandonment  of  the  town  in 
lt;76. 

Towns,  Vol.  113,  p.  367,  Mass.  Archives. 

To  the  much  honered  generall  Oort  now  Sitting  in  Boston  the  10th  Sep- 
tember 1084  the  humtile  address  of  the  Selectmen  of  Mendon,  in  behalf  of 
the  Inhahitants  there  at  present  Residing, 
much  honered. 

three  years  are  not  yett  fully  expired  since  the  prfissing  neces- 
sity of  our  low  condition  enforced  us  to  crave  Belief  from  this  honorable 
Cort,  from  whose  hands  we  experienced  such  favor  &  acceptance  aa  doth 
still  embolden  us,  yet  oontinuiogin  the  like  condition,  to  spread  our  State 
before  yower  honera,  not  at  all  doubting  but  the  justice  of  our  cause  will 
avayl  with  yower  selves  so  far  that  our  following  request  and  desire  shall 
receive  yower  answer  of  peac  expeotedj  by  us.  May  it  please  your  Honers 
to  consider  that  the  one  half  of  our 'proprietors,  two  only  excepted,  are 
dwelling  in  other  places,  we  are  inforced(the  Birtheu  of  thedaylyingupon 
so  few  of  us)  to  petition  yower  Honers  that  an  order  might  be  issued  out 
wbeare  by  they  might  tie  oblidged  to  be  helpful  to  us  in  mdntainiog  the 
ministry  of  the  word  &  other  town  charges  with  us  which  hitherto  they 
have  don,  but  the  time  l)eing  almost  expired  and  our  case  as  bad  as  ever, 
we  have  no  other  way  left  us  save  Hiis,  to  ^vethehonerable  (Court)  a  nar- 
rative of  our  present  condition,  a  thorow  consideration  whereof  wee  doubt 
not  will  give  your  Honera  cause  to  continue  your  order  longer  and  oblidge, 
by  such  a  continuance,  to  a  contribution  of  relief  to  us,  by  whose  abiding 
upon  the  place,  thayer  Land  Receive  considerable  advantage.  Wee  desire 
to  bless  God  who,  in  the  riches  of  his  boundless  grace,  hath  seen  cause  to 
advantage  us  with  an  able;  faithful,  prayerful  minister  of  the  word,  by 
whose  labors  wee  doe  heare  the  ioyful  sound,  a  famine  whereof  we  hope  is 
esteemed  by  us  a  more  fatal  punishment  than  a  famine  of  bread ;  therefore 
we  doe  and  are  willing  to  doe  to  the  outside  of  our  ability,  to  main  tayn 
our  minister,  and  God  hath  so  far  owned  our  endeavours,  that  we  farther 
hope  that  this  church  will  be  resettled  in  this  place,  not  only  in  the  faitli 
but  the  order  of  the  gospeU,  the  maintenance  of  which  is  impossible  for  us 
without  help  trom  our  fellow  proprietors,  for  our  inhabitants  pay  to  the 
outside  of  thayer  abilities  to  TMsing  of  public  charges,  and,  in  particular  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  minister.  Wee  pay  at  least  ten  singall  country  rates, 
besides  other  charges,  notwitiistanding  what  Relief  wee  have  had  by  our 
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fellow  proprietors,  who  have  bowH  with  tis  a  bout  twenty  five  pounds 
annually,  there  being  twenty-two  of  them  to  do  it.  If  they  ai'e  freed  from 
it,  and  it  be  laid  on  the  present  inhabitants,  it  is  plain  how  unable  tliey  he 
to  bare  it.  They  must  of  necessity  quit  their  station  and  leave  the  town, 
as  a  place  that  eateth  up  her  inhabitants :  or  how  soone  wee  and  out  pooi^ 
children  must  be  again  deprived  of  the  means  of  grace  and  live  like  hea- 
then, doth  both  amaae  and  grieve  us  to  consider,  wliich  wee  hope  will  stor 
up  so  much  pity  from  your  Honers,  that  it  may  be  redressed.  Our  pro- 
prietors abroad  object  that  they  see  no  reason  why  they  should  pay  as  much 
for  thayer  lands  as  we  do  for  our  Land  and  stok,  which  we  answer  that  if 
there  be  not  a  noff  of  reason  for  it,  we  are  sure  there  is  more  than  enough  of 
ne  cessity  to  supply  that  if  wanting  in  reason,  biit  because  we  study  peace 
and  a  good  conscience  that  the  objection  may  be  removed. 

We  are  willing  to  the  valew  of  two  single  country  rates  for  our  stock 
trusting  God  will  appear  for  us,  who  desire  the  cliurche's  settlement,  our 
soul's  good  and  that  things  may  be  carried  on  amongst  us  to  God's  glory, 
our  condition  being  so  sadly  sircumstanced  causes  fears  to  many  least  we 
should  be  deprived  of  tJie  means  of  grace,  which  we  desire  not  only  to  call 
but  accompt  our  Benjamin,  unless  our  fellow  proprietors  bee  still  iuioyned 
to  sett  too  tjieir  blessing  hand  with  us  in  the  way  and  manner  proposed,  as 
we  hope  your  Honers  will  see  sufficient  ground  &  reason.  We  further 
implore  aud  crave  a  further  order  for  the  continuance  of  what  we  have  aJl 
redy,  by  your  favour,  enjoyed,  that  we  may  be  enabled,  by  thayer  help,  to 
llie  maintenance  of  our  dispencer  of  the  word  unto  us  and  to  carry  on  other 
town  charge  amongst  us  that  there  may  be  no  complaining  in  our  gates. 
So  shall  your  petitioners  dayly  pray. 

Pbrdinamdo  Thayer 
Simon  Peck 
Samdel  Read 
Jambs  Lovett 
.ToeiAH  Chapik. 

In  answer  to  this  petition  the  Deputys  judge  meete  &  do  allow  and  em- 
power the  Inhabitants  of  Mendon  to  assesso  the  proprietors  of  lands  that 
live  not  in  that  towne  as  thay  do  thare  own  not  improved  lands,  in  all 
manner  of  rates,  as  well  for  their  ministei'  as  otherwise,  provided  they  rate 
their  own  Inhabitants  in  sd  rates,  both  heads,  stock  &  im.proved  lands  as 
liie  law  directs  for  the  country  (State)  rat«,  desiring  the  consent  of  our 
Hon'  magistrates  thereto. 

William  Tokhbt,  Cleric. 

Consented  to  by  the  Magistrates 

Edwakd  Rawson,  Secy. 
Oct.  31.  1684. 

As  we  hear  no  more  of  this  matter,  it  is  supposed  the  absen- 
tees, if  they  did  not  come  back,  paid  their  rates  hereafter 
without  gi'umbling. 
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1685.  Jan  3.  Oliose  Dea.  Simon  Peck,  Serg.  Joseph  White, 
Serg.  Josiah  Chapin,  Ferdinando  Thayer  and  Samiiel  Read, 
Selectmen;  Peter  Cook,  Constable,  and  James  Lovett  and  Saml. 
Read,  Surveyors  of  Highways. 

In  1669,  it  will  be  remembered,  that  the  General  Court 
granted  the  town  some  meadows  "without  their  line,"  and 
henee  the  reason  that  May  35,  1685,  the  town  chose  Joseph 
White,  Ferdinando  Thayer  and  Samnel  Hayward  a  committee 
"to  purchase  the  Indian  title"  to  the  same.  This  deed  was 
given  by  the  Indians  and  was  aft«rwai-ds  lost. 

June  6,  For  the  payment  of  Mr.  Eawson's  salai-y  and  all 
other  public  charges,  it  was  voted  to  rate  the  inhabitants  "head 
and  ratable  estate  as  the  law  directs,"  and  what  falls  short  "to 
raise  it  upon  y'  lands  of  y'  Inhabitenee  and  proprietors,  as  for- 
merly." 

The  only  remaining  entiy  for  this  yeai-  is  the  following,  assess- 
ment:— 

A  Kate  made  ttis  11  of  Januery  1685,  to  Defray  Mr.  Eawson's  salery  for 
half  the  yere  beginning  att  the  35tli.  i>f  October  1685  to  the  35th.  of  March 
1686. 

Ser.  Joseph  White £01  03  01 

Ser.  JosiahChapin 01  13  03 

Ferdinando  Thayer 01  07  03 

Walter  Ooob 00  17  09 

Dea.  Simon  Peck 00  16  03 

Capt.  John  Smith 00  lU  09 

Josiah  Torrey 00  13  11 

Angell  Torrey  00  10  09 

Gfiorge  Sumner 00  10  09 

Thomas  Thayer 00  16  01 

Savill  Simpson 00  10  09 

Robert  Taft 00  09  05 

Jacob  Aldrich  00  11  04 

Sarah  Fairbank  00  16  01 

Samuel  Hayward 01  14  09 

Philip  King ' UO  10  09 

William  Holhrook 01  05  03 

Samuel  Shepherd 00  18  11 

Widdow  Ruth  Bundy 00  10  09 

Peter  Holhrook 01  05  00 

James  Lovett 01  04  00 

John  Warfleld  Sen' 00  09  08 
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Edwird  Linfford 

00  10  09 

Abraham  btaplcs  He" 

00  11  OH 

Samll   Tiler 

00  16  01 

Epheiiam  Wilder 

00  10  (19 

Samll   Read 

01  00  01 

ElHzei  Wheelock 

00  07  05 

Ebenezet  Wlute 

00  10  01 

JoahuaLazell 

00  10  09 

Wid  Ehzebcth  bprague 

00  10  09 

Jamea  Albee 

00  OH  09 

Samll  Cook 

00  08  00 

John  Rocktt 

01  OH  00 

John  Cook 

00  08  OS 

Peter  Aldnch 

00  07  03 

Elizaheth  Parker 

00  16  01 

Matthias  Puffer 

01  01  06 

John  Dike 

00  05  04 

Mrs  Elizabeth  Browne 

01  01  06 

John  Warfleld  jr 

00  05  08 

Abraham  Staples  jr 

00  m  00 

John  Darling 

00  07  Oi 

John  Andrews 

00  07  04 

Benjamin  Wiieaton 

00  01  10 

Robert  Hall 

00  06  04 

Edward  Pratt 

00  05  02 

Nithanill  J  ox 

00  08  07 

Denes  Darhng 

00  02  OH 

Jonathan  Thayer 

00  08  10 

Robert  Cnrbit 

00  U  03 

John  Thomson 

01  07  04 

Wilter  Cook  &  Abraham  Staples  for  j' 

Widow  Har 

bersLot 

00  IH  09 

Joseph  White  jr 

00  05  03 

The  widow  Elizabeth  Browne  was  formerly  the  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Emerson. 

The  foregoing  assessment  amounts  to  i36.14s,  and  as  nothing 
is  said  about  "country  pay,"  it  is  supposed  to  have  been  paid  in 
money.  This  sum  was  to  pay  Mr.  Eawson's  salary  for  the  half 
year  and  other  public  charges.  Mr.  Eawson's  salary  for  the  half 
year  was  £37. 10s,  which  taken  from  the  assessment  would  leave 
£9. is.  as  the  amount  which  was  required  to  liquidate  the  whole 
indebtedness  of  the  town.  Happy  that  town  when  so  small  a 
lum  would  extinguish  its  municipal  obligations. 
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We  learn  by  the  following  tliat  the  burden  of  taxation  is  not 
a  grievance  of  modern  times.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
Selectmen,  under  some  general  instnietioiis  of  the  town,  trims- 
acted  most  of  the  business. 

Towns,  Vol.  113,  p.  420. 

To  the  much  lionered  general  Oort  DOW  Sitting  in  Boston  tiiis  13th  tiny 
of  March  1685,  the  humlile  address  the  of  Selectmen  of  Mendon  in  bulialf 

humlily  Sheweth, 

much  honored,  Oie  former  experience  that  we  liave  had  of 
yower  honers  redynes  to  heare  the  address  of  yower  poor  suppliants  doth 
Imholden  and  a  aence  of  our  low  condition  doth  inforce  lis  to  renew  our 
supplication.  If  the  Bervants  of  Benhaded  could  apply  themselves  to  the 
Kings  of  Israel  upon  a  report  that  they  were  mercifull  bow  mucli  more 
may  we  he  incorridged  to  plead  our  cause  hefore  yower  selves  who  Lave  so 
many  times  experienced  yower  willing  ness  to  grant  our  Just  Request  still 
hoping  that  our  desires  shall  find  a  favorahle  answer.  Much  honered,  not 
withstanding  the  help  granted  to  us  upon  our  last  petition  that  our  fellow 
proprietors  non  resident  should  help  carry  on  puhlic  charges  in  our  town, 
yeat  our  number  is  so  smaU  and  Rates  so  great  that  we  cannot  comfortably 
sub  sist  under  them  without  som  Respite,  who  want  not  will  but  purses  to 
help  beare  all  public  asaesamenta  with  the  rest  of  our  brethren.  Ware  we 
able  we  are  as  willing  as  could  be  expected.  This  yeare  the  country, 
county,  church  and  town  liath  called  upon  us  for  rates  which  have  risen  so 
high  y'  a  man  whos  ratable  estate  amounts  to  but  two  shillings  and  fower 
"  pence  hath  paid  five  pounds  od  money,  &  so  proportionable  through  the 
town.  In  consideration  of  this  our  low  estate  wee  humbly  crave  some 
further  time  of  Respite  for  paying  of  country  rates  during  yower  pleasure 
therein  that  thereby  wee  may  tlie  better  able  to  carry  on  the  maintainance 
of  the  gospell  which  wee  desire  to  accompt  our  chief  ioye,  and  other  neces- 
sary charges,  so  as  thare  may  be  no  complaint  in  our  streets. 
So  sQiall  your  poore  suppliants  pray. 

Simon  Peck 
Abraham  Staples 
-Samuel  Read 
Jambs  Lovett 
JoBiAH  Chapin. 

In  answer  to  this  pet"  the  Beputys  judge  meete  to  Graunt  petitioners 
fceedome  from  Country  Bates  for  this  year  ensuing  O'  hon"*  magistrates 
hereto  consenting. 

William  Tokket,  Clericus. 

The  Magist"  consent  hereto  provided  they  pay  the  rates  already  due. 
Ed.  Rawson,  Secy. 
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The  following  petition  will  explain  itself,  and  is  recorded  as 


FIRST  TEMPERANCE  MOVEMENT   IN   MENDON. 

To  the  Honored  GeaeraJl  Court  now  assembled  at  bostfln  May  37,  1685, 

The  petitioa  of  the  In  hahitanls  of  Mendon  Humhly  Shewetli  that  ahoiit 
two  years  aince  your  petitioners  applyed  themselves  to  the  much  honered 
General  Court  then  assembled,  for  relief  from  the  Indians,  by  reason  of 
whose  great  Intemperance  wee  considered  ouiselveB  in  noe  small  danger, 
from  time  to  time.  The  order  tiiat  wee  thereby  received  being,  by  sad  ex- 
perience, found  ineffectual  to  the  end  proposed,  and  our  bliefe  of  your 
Redynea  to  Rectify  such  disorders,  gives  birth  to  a  secoM  petition.  Much 
Honored,  notwithstanding  those  good  and  wholesome  laws  that  are  In  force 
against  seUing  of  drink  to  the  Indians  and  our  care  to  delect  such  men  as 
are  transgressors  of  them,  yet  the  prevaihng  of  that  sin  is  such,  being  prac- 
ticed by  some  Amongst  us,  who  dnve  a  trade  with  the  Natives  out  of  a 
designe  of  gain  from  tliat  source,  tiiat  we  ire  m  continual  fears  what  the 
dismal  effect  thereof  will  prove.  The  glory  of  God  is  not  a  little  wronged 
by  the  almost  dayly  Druukenes'of  the  Heathen  and  Religion  much  dis- 
graced, but  also  our  lives  and  the  h^e*"  of  oui  ■wives  and  children  In  dayly 
Hazard.  Tis  not  a  month  since  there  have  heen  Ihiee  murderous  attempts 
by  Drunken  Indians  amongst  us,  so  that  if  some  effectual  Care  be  not 
taken  there  will  be  no  comfortable  abiding  for  us  unless  we  will  expose 
our  selves  and  ours  to  the  Rage  and  fury  of  such  as  are  not  masters  of  their 
weapons,  but  are  ready  to  murther  all  tbat  stand  in  llieir  way.  Our 
Ernest  petition  is  that  all  Indians  whatsoever,  may  be  prohibited  from 
coming  within  our  township  or  pass  threw  our  towne  without  order  from 
Authority  and  that  their  Arms  and  Ammunition  may  be  forfeited  to  any 
person  that  shall  apprehend  them  so  doing,  and  that  any  amongst  ourselves 
who  give  entertainment  to  or  trade  with  them  may  be  laid  under  sevei'e 
penalty  for  the  same,  and  that  all  licenses  may  be  called,  or  such  who  trade 
under  others  prohibeted  the  same;  or  some  other  way  as  God  shall  direct  in 
wisdom,  which  ahaU  oblige  your  poor  supplience  to  pray. 
Mendon  25th.  of  May  1685. 

Walter  Cook 

Joseph  White 

Josiah  Chapin 

Samll."  Read 

Peter  Holbrook 

James  Lovett 

James  Albee 

Samll.  Cook 

John  Cook 

Bleazer  Wheel  ock 

John.  Thompson  Jr. 


Ferdinand  0  Thayer 
John  Warfleld,  senior. 
William  Holbrook 
Samll.  Shepherd 
John  Rocket 
Jonathan  Thayer 
John  Warfeld  Jr. 
Benjamin  Wheaton 
John  Thompson,  sen, 
Abraham  Staples 
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lu  this  petition  reference  is  mad-e  to  a.  first  petition,  and  wliich 
was  lost,  as  it  cannot  be  found  among  the  aa'chives  of  tlie  State. 

Ill  regard  to  the_^rsi  petition,  it  seems  the  inhabitants  prayed 
for  an  abatement  of  taxes  and  that  sometliing  shoiild  be  done 
about  the  drankenness  of  the  Indians  and  abont  Robert  Tafle  for 
"iiTegulai-  trading  with  them." 

Tlie  following  is  the  answer  of  the  General  Ooni't  to  the  firxt 
petition  :~ 

'■  At  a  General  Court  held  Way  27.  1682,  In  answer  to  t!ie  petition  of  the  - 
Inhabitants  of  Mendon  craving  the  Court's  favor  for  abatement  of  country 
rates  for  this  year,  1683,  which  Uie  Court  judgeth  meet  to  grant:  and  as  to 
that  part  concerning  Indians  the  petitioners  may  take  notice  that  Uie  Court 
hath  provided  in  this  case,  by  a  law  made  in  October  last,  in  which  they 
may  rest  satisfied.  Touching  Robert  Taffe,  the  jjerson  complained  of 
'for  irregular  trading  with  tlie  Indians,'  that  matter  is  wlioliy  left  with  the 
County  Court  of  Suffoike,  to  doe  therein  as  they  shall  judge  meete,  unto 
whom  the  petitioners  may  apply  themselves  for  relief." 

The  law  of  1681,  to  which  the  petitioners  were  referred,  au- 
thorized the  Selectmen  to  apprehend  any  Indian  found  at  large 
and  commit  him  to  the  House  of  Correction  or  to  prison  until 
he  should  engage  to  go  to  and  abide  in  the  Indian  towns  of 
Natick,  Punkapauge  or  Wamesit,  which  had  been  set  apart  by 
the  General  Court  as  homes  for  the  Indians.  Robert  Taffe  is 
supposed  to  be  Robert  Taft,  but  whether. any  complaint  was 
preferred  against  him,  or  if  preferred,  whether  any  proof  of  his 
''irregular  tra^iing  with  the  Indiana"  was  made  out  or  not,  is 
not  known. 


i686.  Jan.  3.  Chose  for  Selectmen,  Doa.  Simon  Peck,  Ser. 
Joseph  White,  Ser.  Joeiah  Chapin,  Perdinando  Thayer  and 
Samuel  Read;  Constables,  Angeli  Torrey  and  John  Andi-us; 
Surveyors  of  Highways,  John  Rocket  and  Sam'l  Tiler. 

It  was  voted  at  this  meeting  that  the  first  Monday  in  January, 
the  first  Friday  in  April  and  the  first  Tuesday  in  July  and  Oc- 
tober should  be  public  town  meetings.  It  was  also  voted  that 
the    injunction   against  transporting  timber  out  of  town  be 


March  12.     The  Selectmen  appointed  John  Thompson,  Sen., 
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Joseph  Wliite,  Jr.,  John  Eocket  and  James  Albee  feoce  viewers. 

April  19.  Perambulated  town  line  with  Sherborne;  Edward 
West,  Jonathan  Morse  and  Jonatlian  Fairbank  for  Sherborne, 
and  Ser.  Joseph  White,  Ser,  Josiah  Ohapin,  Ferdinando  Thayer, 
8aml.  Hayward  and  Saral.  Read  for  Meiidon. 

Notwithstanding  the  votes  which  had  heen  passed  from  time 
to  time,  the  width  of  the  highways  was  still  a  tronbiesome  sub- 
ject, as  we  find  a  report  of  the  Selectmen  certifying  that  abutters 
had  encroached  upon  the  highways  in  seventeen  different  places; 
that  Abraham  Staples'  house  stood  two  rods  and  Samuel  Read's 
barn  six  feet  over  the  line  of  the  road.  In  consequence  of  this 
report  the  Selectmen  were  directed  to  remove  all  the  fences  that 
stand  upon  the  highways  or  on  the  town's  common  land.  Thus 
it  seems  the  town  was  determined  to  have  the  roads  everywhere 
ten  rods  wide. 

June  31.  It  is  supposed  the  Selectmen  did  not  succeed  very 
well  in  their  effort  to  remove  the  fences  as  we  find  the  town 
voting  "  that  any  one  who  does  not  remove  his  fence  from  the 
road  at  or  before  the  last  of  March,  1687,  should  pay  a  fine  of 
five  shillings  a  rod  annually,  and  appointed  Saml.  Hayward, 
William  Holbrook  and  Saml.  Cook  for  that  affaire" 

Joseph  Stephens,  who  died  during  the  Indian  war,  was  the 
first  blacksmith,  and  although  the  town  had  got  along  without 
one  up  to  this  time,  it  was  now  found  neoessaiy  to  make  pro- 
vision for  another. 

B"ov.  15.  To  this  end  at  a  town  meeting  it  was  voted  that 
James  Bick  shoiild  have  a  ten  acre  lot,  with  all  the  privileges 
belonging  to  the  same,  "provided  he  doe  the  town's  smithery 
work  for  the  next  ten  years  upon  reasonable  conditions,  unless 
death  or  disablement  hinder."  And  if  for  any  other  reasons  he 
should  remove  from  the  town,  or  fail  to  do  the  smithery  work, 
then  the  land  was  to  revert  to  the  town,  unless  he  chose  to  pay 
£15  lawful  money.  He  was,  as  a  condition  precedent,  to  bring 
letters  of  recommendation  "  as  shall  be  accounted,  by  the  Select- 
men, in  being,  sufficient  encouragement  for  his  entertainment 


The  committee  chosen  in  1683  "  to  view  the  towno  book  of 
what  they  apprehend  will  be  prejudyshall  to  the  town,"  reported 
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that  many  mistakes  had  occuiTed  relative  to  the  highways  and 
laying  out  of  land;  that  the  highway  through  Jepson's  lot  for 
Orowne's  use,  and  tlie  grants  of  land  to  Mr.  Stoughton  and  Mr. 
Dudley  were  "prejndyshali"  and  should  be  disallowed. 

Pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  the  town 
voted  that  all  votes,  grants  and  records  referred  to  by  the  com- 
mittee, "that  hence  forward  they  nor  any  of  them  shall  be  of 


1687.  Jan.  a.  The  Selectmen  wore  Sei-.  Joseph  White, 
Dea.  Peck,  Ensign  Josiah  Chapin,  Saml.  Read  and.  James 
Lovett;  Constable,  Samuel  Tiler,  and  Surveyors  of  Highways 
Perdinando  Thayer  and  John  Thomson,  'Sen, 

It  wiU  be  remembered  that  Mr.  Eawson's  salary  was  to  be  paid 
punctually,  "  the  one  half  on  the  one  day  and  the  one  half  on 
the  other  day,"  but  somehow  the  town  found  itself  in  aiTears, 
and  chose  Deacon  Peek,  Ens.  Chapin  and  Ferdinando  Thayer  a 
committee  "to  Eecon  with  Mr.  Eawson  and  to  do  their  utmost 
to  se  y'  all  y°  Areers  of  y°  Rates  dew  to  him  for  his  salery  be  gath- 
ered and  paid  to  him  with  in  one  month  by  those  persons  fi-om 
whom  it  is  dew  in  the  towne," 

At  the  same  time  a  road  was  laid  out  between  Gloodman  Win- 
ter's lot  and  the  pine  swamp. 

John  Puffer  was  gi'anted  a  "  Neck  of  Land  "  near  the  mill  in 
fuU  satisfaction  for  whatever  was  due  his  father,  Matthias  Puffer, 
fi'om  the  town,  and  that  he  would  build  upon  the  laud  and 
maintain  a  miller  in  it  during  the  time  his  father  was  bound  to 
maintain  the  mill. 

The  following  petition  is  inserted  because  Mendon  was  situ- 
ated in  the  Nipmnck  conntiy,  and  was  entirely  sarrounded  by 
territoiy  claimed  by  the  Indians: — 

Toe  the  Eight  Worshipful  the  Gov  Deputy  Gov''  and  the  rest  of  y  Honor'* 

Ma^strates  and  y=  Deputieis  of  Uie  General  Courte  sitting  in  Boston  May 

11.  1687. 

The  humtle  Petition  of  us  whose  Names  are  Under  wiitten  &  othei-  In- 
habitants of  y  towns  of  Natick,  Punkapoge  &  Wamesit, 

Humbly  Sheweth,  that  your  Petitioners  Being  subject  to  his  Majesty  & 
■his  Government  la  this  jurisdiction  And  having  approved  our  selves  faith- 
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ful  to  y°  EngliBh  Interest  In  y'  late  Warr  and  served  tbea  Most  of  us  as 
aouldiers,  wberein  some  of  our  Relations  lost  their  lives.  Wee  doe  hereby 
declare  to  the  Hon^  Court  y'  wee  and  our  predecessors  had  and  have  a  Nat- 
ural Mght  to  much  of  the  Lands  Lying  In  the  Nipmuck  Country  within 
this  jurisdiction,  for  which  wee  humbly  desire  the  Country  and  Generall 
Court  will  ^ve  us  a  compensation  for  o'  Natural  Rights  to  those  Lands,  ■ 
that  so.  Before  God  and  Man,  things  may  Be  Clear  In  after  time  Between 
us  and  our  Posterity  &  the  English  and  theire  Posterity  Referring  to  y  said 
Lands.  Wee  de^re  in  this  our  Petition  to  Bee  understood  not  to  intend 
some  particular  towns  and  farms  in  the  Nipmuck  Country  that  were  for- 
merly solde  by  the  Indians  tliat  had  a  right  thereunto,  unto  Englishmen  pr 
leave  of  authority  and  conftrmed  by  this  Court,  nor  yett  the  towns  granted 
to  y'  praying  Indians  In  that  Country.  Wee  humbly  desire  and  pray  the 
Honourable  Court  Seriously  to  Consider  our  petition  and  grant  ua  our 
request. 

We  have  referred  the  management  of  this  our  petition  uuto  the  psons 
Under  Named,  viz;  Jolm  Awassamug  sen',  Andrew  Fittome,  James  Rum- 
ney  Marsh  and  Peter  Bphraim  and  give  us  our  answer  pr  y™.  And  wee 
shall  pray  for  your  happiness  and  prosperity. 

The  marks  of        Tom  Tray  Peter  Epbraim     A 

Waban  Cr         John  Awaesamug  I^  Tom  Dublit 

Pqam  Bow  1?  Antony  Tray     5?        sa  aa  nit     Y 

Sam  Awassamug  ^  John  Awassamug  2nd 

Eliaaer  Efigan  ^  Jethro  liis(j3    mark 

Zachry  Abraham  Benjamin       his  ^J    mark 

„        ,  I  John  Magus  his  *^.Omark 

Tom  Awassarang  -i  °  ^ 

Andrew  Pittome  -4  Nathaniell      his^     mark 

James  Eumney  Marsh ''^    Wattertown  William  his  ^-    mark 


l688.  May  21.  Chose  for  Selectmen,  Townesmen  or  Over- 
aeers,  Ser.  Joseph  "White,  Ensign  Josiah  Chapin,  Ferdinando 
Thayer,  Samuel  Bead  and  John  Thomson;  for  Commission- 
ers, Peter  Holbrook  and  James  Lovett;  for  Constable,  Jacob 
Aldrieh. 
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James  Bick,  who  liad  coyenaiited  to  do  the  town's  "smithery 
work,"  haring  neglected  to  comply  with  his  agi'eement  or  to  pay 
the  £15  for  his  short-coming,  and  the  town  growing  impatient 
at  his  delay,  the  Conetahle  was  directed  "to  warn  James  Bick 
■forthwith  to  take  off  hie  fi-ame  and  fence  from  the  town's  land, 
and  no  more  to  In  Comber  the  same."  Nevertheless,  James 
proved  contumacious,  taking,  as  we  shall  see,  no  notice  of  the 
official  warning, 

July  3.     The  Selectmen  gave  orders  to  the  Constable  to  pro- 
vide town  brands,  to  renew  the  half  bushel  and  peek  i 
and  see  that  they  agree  with  the  country  standard,  and  om 
quart  and  one  wine  half  pint  for  town  standards. 

The  Country  Bate  (State  tax)  this  year  was  £9.06.10,  as 
oeipted  for  to  Jacob  Aldrich,  Constable  at  Boston,  I>ec.  12, 1 
by  Michael  Perry  for  John  Usher,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 


1689.  Jan.  24.  Selectmen  chosen  were  Oapt.  Joseph  White, 
Left,  Josiah  Chapiu,  Samuel  Bead,  Sen.,  Ser.  James  Lovett  and 
Ser.  Peter  Holbrook;  for  Constable,  Samuel  Tiler,  and  for  Sur- 
veyors of  Highways,  Timothy  Winter,  Angel  Torrey  and  James 
Albee. 

In  April  of  this  year  the  people,  tired  of  the  usurpation  of 
Andros,  which  had  continued  about  three  years,  rose  in  arms, 
and  in  a  few  honrs  the  Governor  and  some  of  his  principal  ad- 
visers were  made  prisoners  without  bloodshed.  The ,  rumor 
(which  came  at  this  time  by  way  of  Virginia)  was  soon  confirmed 
that  William,  Prince  of  Orange,  had  succeeded  his  father-in- 
law,  James  II.  as  King  of  England,  and  thus  the  arbitrary  and 
despotic  rule  of  Andros  was  terminated  without  further  diffi- 
culty. 

The  Government  of  the  Colony  was  then  assumed  by  William 
Stoughton  and  his  associates.  Dudley  Bradstreet  was  chosen 
President;  Isaac  Addington,  Clerk  of  the  Council;  Wait  Win- 
thi'op,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Militia,  and  John  Foster  and 
Adam  Winthrop,  Treaanrers, 

Feeling,  it  may  be  supposed,  the  need  of  a  more  secure  settle- 
ment of  government,  as  they  were  holding  no  delegated  author- 
ity, and  having,  no  doubt,  as  Hutchinson  says  in  his  History  of 
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MaasachusettB  Bay,  received  advice  of  tbe  Convention  called  by 
the  Prince  of  Orange  in  England,  to  settle  the  form  of  govern- 
ment there,  they  recommended  to  the  several  towns  in  the  Col- 
ony to  choose  delegates,  to  constitute  an  Assembly  to  meet  for 
consultation  on  the  9th  of  May. 

Pursuant  to  this  call,  sixty-six  persons  met,  aud  after  due  de- 
liberation, it  was  agreed  that  the  whole  Council  should  continue 
to  exercise  the  functions  of  goverament  until  the  33d  of  July, 
when  there  should  he  a  meeting  of  delegates  of  all  the  towns  in 
the  Colony,  who  were  to  be  specially  instnicted  by  the  towns. 

Pursuant  to  the  foregoing  invitation  of  the  Council, 

"  Att  a  publike  Meeting  of  y»  Inhabitence  of  Mendou  May  y'  6tli  1689, 
Ensign  Joaiah  Cliapin  was,  by  a  full  ¥ote  chosen  bys*  town  and  by  them 
fully  Impowered  to  consult,  advise,  joine  and  give  his  assistance  with  the 
the  Honetable  Councill  for  the  Safety  of  the  poepell  and  conservation  of  the 
peace,  la  their  Consultations  tending  to  direct  unto  tlie  exercise  of  that 
power  and  authority  which  shall  direct  be  judged  necessary  in  y' present 
exigent  and  to  signify  their  Cordiall  acknowledgments  of  their  worthy 
servis  for  y«  public  safety." 

This  meeting  (for  consultation)  was  held  in  Boston,  May  9th, 
and  sixty-six  persons  were  present.  It  is  reasonably  presumed 
that  Ensign  Chapin  was  one  of  that  number.  They  recom- 
mended that  those  who  had  assumed  the  government  should 
continue  to  exercise  authority,  and  that  a  meeting  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  all  the  towns  should  be  held  May  33d,  to  hear  the 
insti-uctions  given  by  the  towns  to  their  delegates. 

May  17.  The  town  gave  the  following  instructions  to  their 
representatiTGs : 

"The  town  being  orderly  c  ravened  the  day  and  year  above,  at  their 
usual  place  of  meeting,  it  was  tliPir  unanimous  desire  that  tJie  Honcred 
Governor  Deputy  Glovemor  and  assistants  chosen  vad  sworne  in  y  yeare 
1686  {the  year  of  Andros  usurpation)  together  with  such  other  Wortby 
Gentlemen,  who  by  the  Generall  concurring  v  otes  of  the  Respective  Towns, 
as  above  s^  (to  make  up  the  number  30)  shall  be  chosen  and  elected,  would 
accept  of  and  enter  upon  y=  Government  of  a*  Colony  so  far  as  shall  be 
Requisite  and  expedient  for  the  Common  Safety,  and  the  Consirvation  of 
the  peace,  and  exercise  such  Acts  of  Authority  as  shall  be  necessary  in 
the  exigence  and  emergency  as  shall  occur,  untill  there  can  be  a  more 
orderly  settlement  of  Government  for  the  which,  with  all  due  submission 
we  shall  HuMibly  waite." 
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Upon  the  34th  of  May,  the  Governor  and  Magistrates  chosen 
ill  1686,  consented  to  exercise  authority  until  an  orderly  settle- 
ment ai-riTed  from  England.  This  they  contrived  to  do  until 
the  union  of  the  Plymouth  and  Massachusetts  Colonies  by  the 
Cliiii-ter  of  1692,  and  the  aiTival  of  Sir  William  Phipps,  as  G-ov- 
ernor,  ou  the  14th  of  May. 
■     Rev.  E«cord,  vol.  107,  p.  153. 

In  accordance  with  a  declaration,  which  had  been  adopted  by 
the  convention,  which  met  for  consultation,  the  Governor  (Simon 
Bradstreet,  now  87  years  of  age)  and  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives aesembled  at  Boston,  June  14,  1689,  for  the  reinstat- 
ing and  coniirmation  of  all  such  officers  of  the  several  companies , 
and  regiments  within  the  Colony,  who  were  standing  in  com- 
mission upon  the  12th  day  of  May,  1686,  and  for  tilling  up  of  all 
vacancies  forthwith,  aocording  to  said  declaration. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Householdera  imd  Soldiers  of  Mendon  above  31 
years  old  84tL.  of  June,  it  was  imanimoiisly  agreed,  on  by  them  to  nominate 
Joseph  White  for  their  Captain,  Josiah  Chapin  Ben''  for  their  Leflenant 
and  Samuel  Read  Sen.  for  tlieir  Ensign,  and  to  present  tliem  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  and  Eepreisentatives  for  Uieir  Allowance  and  Oonflrmar 

By  Order  of  the  Householders  and  Soldiers  of  Mendon. 

Jbams  Lovbt 
June  29,  1689.    The  Representatives  do  allow  and  confirm  the  above 
nomination  of  officers  in  their  Respective  offices. 

Attest.  Ebenezer  Pkout,  Clerk, 

Consented  unto  by  the  Governor  and  CouncD  39  June  1689. 

Isaac  Adddjgton,  Secretary." 

By  the  following  record,  it  would  seem  that  gi'eat  danger  from 
the  Indians  was  apprehended  at  this  time;  but  whether  the  fear 
of  an  Indian  outbreak  or  the  fears  that  the  recent  deposition  of 
Audroa  miglit  lead  to  serious  trouble,  predominated  in  sending 
out  an  urgent  call  for  300  men,  "  to  be  at  their  places  of  rendez- 
vous by  fliyday  next,"  we  cannot,  at  this  late  day,  determine. 

Mass.  Arch.,  Eev.  Vol.  107,  p.  161. 

"  Ordered  that  300  men  be  forthwith  raysed  and  detached  out  of  the  sev- 
eral Counties,  in  proportion  following,  viz:— Boston  Regiment,  sixty;  Suf- 
folke  South  Regiment,  sixty;  Essex  Lower  Regiment,  seventy;   Essex 
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Upper  Regiment,  sixty  and  Middlesex  Lower  Regiment  fifty  to  bb  put 
under  meete  conduct  for  the  Security  and  Safeguard  of  tlie  out  Frontier 
Towns  (Mendon  liad  been  declai'ed  a  frontier  («wn)  as  well  witli  this  Colony 
aa  the  Eastern  parts,  and  for  the  distressing  and  destruction  of  the  Indian 
enemy,  as  they  shall  have  orders  and  opportunity.  Warrants  to  be  forth- 
with issued  by  the  Secretary  unto  the  Majors  or  Commander  in  Ohiefe  of 
the  said  severall  Regiments  Requiring  them  to  grant  out  their  warrants  to 
the  Captains  of  the  several  Companies  in  their  Respective  Regiments  tfl  de- 
tach or  impress  a  certwn  number  of  soldiers  out  of  each  company  by  an 
equal  proportion,  well  appointed  with  arms  and  Ammunition  to  be  at  their 
places  of  rendezvous  by  ffryday  next  or  sooner,  the  fifth  of  July  instant  at 
Newbury  or  where  else  y"  Majors  shall  be  directed. 

The  Governor  and  Councill  to  nominate  and  Commissionate  suitable 
Oomauders  for  them  and  to  ^ve  orders  and  Insti-uctions  for  their  disposal 
&  proceeding. 

Voted  by  tiie  Representatives  iu  the  Affirmative  July  3.  1889. 

Attflste  Ebenbzee  Pbout,  Clerk, 

Consented  to  by  the  Governor  and  Councill  July  3,  1680, 

Isaac  Addihgton  Secretary." 

"  BostohNov.  1689. 

Resolved  by  the  Representatives  Nemine  contra  dicente. 

That  sixt  rates,  one  to  be  in  money,  be  Levied  forthwith  on  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  CoUonie  for  paying  of  y'  soldiers  &  public  charges  that  have 
arisen  since  the  Revolution  by  reason  of  the  War  &  securing  tlie  Castle  and 
prison  &c.  and  that  (he  Treasurer  forthwith  issue  forth  his  Warrants  for 
gathering  the  same. 

The  prices  of  Come  are  as  foDoweth. 

Wbeat  at  five  shillings  and  six  pence  per  bushel. 

Barley  and  Barley  Malt  at  three  shillings  &  six  pence. 

Rye  at  three  shillings. 

Pease  at  four  shillings. 

Those  that  pay  money  on  the  five  rates  for  pay  to  have  a  third  abated. 
Desiring  the  Hon*  Govr  &  Magistrates  Consent 

EnErrBZEn  Prout,  Clerk. 
Consented  to  by  y"  Magistrates. 

J.  Russell,  by  order." 

The  dosing  record  for  the  year  was: 
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I.  Capt.  Joseph  White....  £02  W  01 

i.  fiardin  Thayer "OB  13  07 

i.  Lieut.  JoBiah  Chapin..  01  3 

L  Mr.  Jcsiah  Torrey 00  16  08 

i.  Dea,  Warfield 01  07  00 

(.  Samll.  Read 03  02  04 

r.  James  Lovet 01  17  00 

*.  Jolm  ThomsoH 01  C 

).  Peter  Holbrook, 01  08  07 

).  Abraham  Staples  sen'..  01  13  07 

I.  JacobAldrich 01  07  09 

S.  Joseph  White 00  18  09 

i.  Samll.  Sheperd 01  00  03 

t.  John  Hocket 01  06  07 

I.  James  Albee... 01  1 

1.  Jonathan  Thayer 01  03  07 

r.  William  Holbrook....  01  03  06 

I.  Eliazer  Wheelock 01  0 

I.  JohnCook 00  1 

I.  Samll.  Cook 00  1 

,.  DeniaDarling 00  ] 

;.  John  Darling 00  16  07 

I.  John  peck....; 01  00  00 

;,  Angel  torrey 00  1 


I.  Abraham  Staples  Jr..  .£00  16  01 

;.  thomas  White 00  17  01 

'.  ben  Wheaton 00  11  06 

i.  Benjamin  Wheelock. . .  00  18  07 

'.  James  bick. 01  01  03 

'.  Timothy  Winter 00  18  01 

.  JohnSead 00  19  01 

.  Walter  Cook,  (Nicolas).  03  00  03 

.  Job  &  Sam  tiler 01  14  04 

.  Robert  Taft 01  10  01 

.   Samll.  Hayward 01  08  03 

.  JohnWarfleidJr 00  16  01 

.  Isack  Stapels 00  13  01 

.  John  Thomson  Jr 00  13  01 

.  BobertHall 00  14  07 

.   Seth  Chapin 00  19  07 

.  Joseph  Rocket 00  13  07 

.  Willm.  Hayward 00  10  06 

.  Joseph  Plumly 00  IB  01 

,  Thomas  thayer 00  17  01 

.  John  Andrus 00  17  01 

.  Nath  fox 00  10  01 

,  Robert  Corbet 00  17  06 

.  Cornelius  pete 00  10  06 


1690.  Jan.  6,  The  day  being  short  and  cold,  "the  town  met 
tlie  sixteenth  of  sd  montli,  and  chose  for  Selectmen  Dea.  John 
Waa-field,  Sergt.  James  Lovett,  Timothy  Winter  [illegible]; 
Joseph  White,  Jr.,  Constable,  and  Timothy  Winter,  John 
Eooket,  and  Angel  Torrey,  Surveyors  of  Highways." 

James  Bick  still  proves  oontumMious,  as  he  paid  no  attention 
to  the  warning  of  last  year.  The  patience  of  the  town  was  get- 
ting eshansted,  so  they  ordered  the  Constable  to  pull  up  a  por- 
tion of  his  fence,  which  stood  upon  the  town's  land,  and  (as  a 
peace  offering,  it  is  supposed)  then  chose  Mr.  Josiah  Torrey  and 
Angel  Torrey  a  committee  to  see  if  they  could  not  come  to  some 
agreement  with  Bick  to  leave  the  land  without  further  trouble.' 

Bick  left  some  time  after  this,  and  was  the  owner  of  land  and 
resided  upon  temtoiy  now  comprised  in  the  town  of  Woon- 
socket. 

ApiH  6.  1690.     It  was  ordered  "that  every  soldier  should 
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forthwith,  at  his  own  charge,  provide  himself  with  one  pound 
of  powder,  twenty  bullets  and  six  flints,  and  produce  them  to 
the  Captain  in  ten  days,  upon  penalty  of  ten  shillings  for  every 
default." 

The  reason  of  this  preparation  was,  undoubtedly  the  fear  of 
the  French  and  Indians  upon  the  easier  frontier  of  the  Colony, 
The  Pennioook  Indians  had  murdei-ed  Maj-Waldron  at  Coclieco, 
June  37j  1687,  taken  the  fort  at  Pemmaquid,  and  murdered  the 
gaiTison,  after  capitulation,  and  taken  another  fort  at  Casco  with 
an  hundred  prisoners. 

In  1QB7  the  collections,  for  Mr.  Eawson'a  salary,  fell  short 
iE7.10s  and  which  sum  he  remitted  to  the  town  provided  a  like 
amount  "be  improved  in  the  next  public  work  or  building," 

In  1680  it  will  be  remembered  that  the  second  Meeting  House 
was  built  (the  first  one  having  been  burned  by  the  Indians  in 
the  winter  of  1675-6)  and  that  its  size  was  twenty-six  feet  by 
eighteen  with  fourteen  feet  posts.  It  was  now  determined  to  build 
the  tJtird  Meeting  House  and  it  was  to  be  thirty  feet  square  with 
sixteen  feet  posts.  It  was  "  let  out  at  a  price  to  John  Andruse 
of  our  town,"  but  at  at  what  price  is  not  known,  as  no  further 
mention  is  made  of  its  cost. 

It  was  built  by  subscription  as  Lient,  Joaiah  Chapin,  Lieut. 
Joeiah  Tori'ey,  Samuel  Read,  Ser,  James  Lovett,  Ser.  Peter  Hol- 
brook,  Eobert  Taft,  John  Rocket,  James  Albee  and  Thomas 
Thayer  were  chosen  to  collect  the  subscriptions  and  had  the  en- 
tire control  of  the  work.  It  was  understood  that  portions  of  the 
work  were  to  be  done  by  the  inhabitants  and  the  committee  were 
instnicted  to  consider  the  convenience  of  the  people  in  letting  out 
the  work  and  especially  that  "  poor  persons  be  not  unnecessarily 
burthened,"  If  no  one  would  take  work  at  the  prices  agi-eed  on 
by  the  committee  then  they  were  to  do  it  themselves  or  hire  it 
done,  at  the  fixed  price.  This  committee  were  to  keep  an  ac- 
curate account  of  their  subscriptions  and  of  their  disbursements. 
The  subscriptions  were  to  be  collected  by  the  15th  of  May,  "  so 
that  y'  work  may  not  be  obsti-ucted  or  letted  for  the  want  of  nails 
and  glass."  The  committee  were  also  instructed  to  consult  and 
advise  with  the  Pastor  in  regard  to  the  seating  of  the  house  and 
in  placing  the  doors,  windows  and  alleys. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  doings  of  this  committee  were  sat- 
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isfactorily  discharged  as  no    furtlier  mention  is  made  of  the 
Meeting  House. 

The  location  of  tlie  house  cannot  now  be  determined.  It  was 
not,  as  some  have  supposed,  erected  upon  the  site  of  the  old  one; 
for  we  find  that,  in  1694,  John  Thompson,  sen.,  bought  the  old 
Meeting  House  for  four  pounds. 


1691.  Jan.  5.  Selectmen,  Lieut.  Josiah  Chapin,  Mr,  Josiah 
Torrey,  Serg.  James  Lovet,  Serg.  Petei'  Holbrook  and  Samuel 
Read.  Constables,  Nicolas  Cook  and  Thomas  Thayer.  Survey- 
ors of  Highways,  Angel  Torrey,  Timothy  Winter  and  John 
Eocket. 

When  the  inhabitants  laid  out  their  land,  after  a  division  had 
been  gi-anted,  they  made  very  crooked  lines,  in  order  to  inclose 
only  good  land.  By  and  by,  when  the  number  of  inhabitants  had 
increased,  and  the  lands  had  become  improved,  it  was  found  nec- 
essary to  build  fences  "  on  account  of  the  damage  from  neat 
cattle  and  swine  in  the  meadows."  In  building  the  fence  about 
his  lot  a  man,  " to  straighten  his  fence,"  could  take  in  "such 
comers  and  necks  of  land,"  as  might  bo  necessary,  not  to  exceed 
foar  acres. 

THE   SECON'D   SAW    MILL. 

It  was  voted  that  Josiah  and  Angel  Torrey  have  liberty 
"  (without  any  molestation)"  to  build  a  dam  upon  the  town's 
land  between  School  and  Rock  meadows  and  so  much  land  as 
shall  be  thought  necessary  for  damning,  laying  timber  or  boards, 
&c.  And  also  to  have  ingi'ess  and  egress  to  and  from  the  same. 
They  were  also  allowed  "  to  drown  so  much  of  the  pine  swamp 
and  other  lands "  as  their  dam  would  cover  and  to  keep  the 
same  constantly  flowed  for  four  yeai's.  After  that  the  water  was 
to  be  di'awn  off  on  the  first  day  of  April  and  not  to  be  flowed 
again  before  the  twenty-ninth  of  September  following.  They 
and  their  "heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns"  were 
to  enjoy  the  grant  so  long  as  they  maintained  the  mill  or  mills. 
The  saw  mill  now  standing  upon  or  near  the  original  dam  is  now 
the  propei-ty  of  Putnam  W,  Taft. 
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The  following  assessment  for  Mr.  Rawson's  salary  was  made  in 
two  half  rates  and  committed  to  the  Constables  Thomas  Thayer 
and  Nicolas  Cook  to  collect  and  pay  to  Mr.  Eawson, 


1.  Capt.  Joseph  White,  .i 

i.  Leut-Chapin 

t.  ffardin  Thayer 

L  "Walter  Cook  &  Nicolas 

i.  Josiali  Torrey 

I.  SamllRead 

'.  James  Lovet 

t.  Benjamm  "Wheelock. 

I.  James  Albee 

I.  John  Rockett 

,.  Joseph  Rocket 

!.  Wimam  Holbrook. . . 

[.  Samll.  Cook 

t.  John  Thomson,  Juu. . 

i.  Peter  Holbrook 

\.  John  Thompson,  sen. 

'.  Jacob  Aldrich 

I.  Joseph  White 

I.  Abrahaan  Staples,  sen 

t.  Decou  Warfleld 

..  Angel  Torrey 

I.  John  Andiua 

I.  Joseph  Plumley 

L  Job  Tiler  &  Samuel . . 
1.  Eliazer  Wheelock. . . . 
I.  Abraham  Staples,  jr, 

'.  Robert  Taft 

I.  Tim  Winter 

I.  John  Cook 

I.  RobertHall 

.  Samll.  Hayward 

..  William  Hayward... 


03  02  00 
03  08  10 
01  U  00 
01  01  06 
03  OB  10 
03  00  08 
01  U  08 
01  04  08 
1  03  06 


i  13  03 

00  10  06 
.01  17  00 

01  13  10 
01  08  10 

00  15  10 

01  11  08 
01  03  00 
00  13  04 
00  14  00 

00  18  03 

01  18  00 
00  18  04 

00  13  00 

01  16  02 
01  05  08 
00  15  08 

00  10  00 

01  14  02 
00  07  00 


Widdow  Thayer 

00  09  00 

Thomas  Thayer 

00  10  04 

Samll.  Thayer 

00  10  04 

Denis  Darling 

00  11  03 

John  Warfeld,  jr.... 

00  15  00 

John  Darling 

00  13  04 

'ITiomas  White 

00  14  10 

SethCIiapin 

00  15  00 

Benjem  Wheaton.... 

00  10  10 

Robert  Corbit 

00  09  08 

James  bick 

0!  IB  04 

Nicholas  Mead 

01  00  00 

Josiah  Thayer 

00  09  04 

Jacob  Staples 

00  15  03 

Samll.  pecok 

00  06  08 

John  Peck 

00  18  00 

Estate  of   late    Baml 

Shepard 

00  14  08 

Capt.  John  Smith.... 

00  04  08 

Georg  Sumner 

00  01  08 

Samll.  More 

00  07  00 

00  04  08 

Savill  Simpson 

00  04  08 

Widow  Harber 

00  08  03 

Steven  LazeE 

00  04  08 

Sarah  Fairbanks 

00  07  00 

Samll.  Chapin 

00  03  04 

Thomas  Lewis 

00  03  04 

Lineford's  Lot 

00  04  08 

John  Dicks 

00  03  04 

For  the  above  rate  it  was  voted  that  one-third  part  should  be 
levied  upon  "y"  Lotts  proportionably,"  one-third  part  upon  "y* 
heads  of  y  several)  persons  Rate  ahell  and  one-third  part  npon 
Chatele  &  Improved  Land"  as  the  law  directs.  The  Select- 
men were  to  take  a  new  valuation  forthwith. 

Eleazer  Wheelock  was  granted  a  piece  of  land  on  the  haekside 
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of  hie  now  dwelling  house  proyidcd  "  y'  said  Whelock  shall  not 
debar  any  person  from  fetching  stones  out  of  said  land." 

Land  was  gi'ajited  this  year  to  Eleaaer  Wheelock,  Robert  Hall, 
*Mr.  Rawson  and  Capt.  John  Smith.  Mr.  Rawson  had  the  south 
part  of  a  pond  (north  of  Wheelock'a  factory  in  tlxbridge)  "as 
a  full  Allowance  for  what  l^^d  the  other  part  of  said  pond  doth 
take  np  of  his  land,"  his  line  running  through  it. 

April  7.  The  Selectmen  with  Dea.  John  Warfleld,  Jacob  Aid- 
rich  and  Nicolas  Cook,  a  committee  chosen  by  the  town,  laid 
out  the  highways  to  the  Noi-th  meadows,  one  by  Hope  Tiler's 
cellar  and  the  other  throngh  Josiah  Torrey's  great  lot. 


1692.  Jan.  4,  Selectmen  chosen  were  Capt,  Josiah  Ohapin, 
Mr.  Josiah  Ton-ey,  Samuel  Haywai-d,  James  Alboe  and  Samuel 
Read.  Seth  Chapin  and  Samuel  Thayer,  Constables,  and  Tim- 
othy Winter,  John  Rocket  and  Angel  Torrey,  Surveyors  of 
Highways. 

The  instractions  to  the  Selectmen,  passed  Jan.  1,  lti82,  were, 
by  a  vote  of  the  town,  still  continued. 

Feb.  13.  The  Selectmen  ordered  that  "no  person  shall  cutt 
or  peal  any  pine  trees  upon  y"  Towne  Common,  In  order  to  y' 
making  of  Eozen,  upon  y'  penalty  of  one  ehilhng  a  tree,  one- 
half  to  the  Informer  y'  other  half  to  y"  use  of  y'  town." 

March  11.  The  Selectmen  laid  out  a  highway  to  Eloazer 
Wheelock's  honse  near  the  Great  (Blackstone)  River,  also  a  way 
by  Abraham  Staples'  house  towards  said  river  and  also  a  four  rod 
way  to  go  into  the  neck  of  land  below  Mr.  Rawson's  farm. 
From  this  we  find  that  Abraham  Staples  and  Eleazer  Wheelock 
lived  in  what  is  known  as  Eist's  city  in  the  northeasterly  part  of 
Uxbridge. 

March  38.  In  consideration  of  ten  acres  of  land  and  a  small 
swamp,  Mr,  Rawson  discharged  the  town  of  foui'  pounds,  due 
from  William  Holbrook  and  Edward  Pratt,  on  the  rate  for  his 
salary.  A  convenient  way  of  settling  parish  taxes  while  the 
common  lands  held  out,  but  as  all  things  come  to  an  end,  the 
common  land  was  finally  used  up.  The  parish  tas  came  to  be 
paid  like  all  other  taxes. 
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THE  NORTH  PURCHASE. 

It  would  seem  that  fifty  families,  for  some  time,  at  least, 
would  have  been  eoiitent  with  the  eight  miles  square,  the  origi- 
nal grant,  but,  like  larger  eommunities,  we  find  thein,  thus 
early,  eager  to  extend  their  jui'isdiction  ae  well  as  to  enlai'ge 
their  borders.  To  their  credit,  be  it  said,  they  acknowledged  the 
Indian  title  to'the  desired  tract,  and  by  their  committee,  amica- 
bly negotiated  with  them  for  its  purchase.  Lying  upon  the 
north  line  of  that  part  of  Mendon,  now  Milford,  to  this  day  it  is 
familiai'ly  known  as  the  North  Purchase, 

The  following  deed,  supposed  to  be  authentic,  is  copied  from 
a  record  in  the  Proprietors'  book: 

"  To  ALi  Christian  Pobpib  to  whom  tlieae  presents  may  come,  Know 
ye  that  John  Awasaamog,  AmoB  Awaaaamog  and  Peter  Ephraim  beirB  to 
John  Awassamog,  lat«  of  Natick  deceased,  for  good  and  valuable  considera- 
tions thorn  thereunto  moving,  and  espeoially  for  &  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  three  pounds  Sterling  money  to  them  in  liand  paid  by  Perdinando 
Thayer,  Joseph  White,  Josiah  Ohapin,  Abraham  Staples,  Samuel  Hay- 
wai'd,  James  Lovet  and  Samuel  Read,  seniour.  Committee  for  the  Town  of 
Mendon  in  the  County  of  Suffolk  in  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  in  New 
Eogland  the  receipt  whereof  they  do  acknowledge  themselves  by  these 
presents  and  tbereof  and  of  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  doth  exhonerate, 
acquit  and  discharge  the  said  Ferdinando  Thayer,  Joseph  White,  Josiah 
,  Ohapin,  Abraham  Staples,  Samuel  Hayward,  James  Lovet  and  Samuel- 
Read,  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever  by  these  presents  have  given,  granted, 
bargained  &  sold,  enfoefled  &  confirmed,  unto  Ferdinando  Thayer,  Joseph 
"White,  Joaiah  Chapin,  Abrdiam  Staples,  Samuel  Hayward,  James  Lovet 
and  Samuel  Read  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever  by  these  presents  have  given, 
granted,  bargained  &  sold  enfoeffed  and  confirmed  and  do  by  these  presents 
give,  grant,  bargain,  sell,  enfoeff  and  confirm  unto  Ferdinando  Thayer, 
Joseph  White,  Josiah  Ohapin,  Abraham  Staples,  Samuel  Hayward,  James 
Lovet  and  Samuel  Read  of  Mendon  aforesaid  their  .heirs  and  assigns  forever. 
A  Certwn  Ti'act  of  Land  lying  upon  the  north  side  of  the  Township  of  Men- 
don, butted  and  bounded  as  follows:  Southerly  upon  Mendon  line  and 
easterly  upon  Sherborne  line  to  the  height  of  Mlspenock  Pond  and  north- 
erly upon  a  line  of  mai'ked  trees  until  it  comes  to  Mlspenock  Pond,  west- 
erly partly  upon  the  above  said  Mlspenock  pond  and  partly  upon  a  river 
commonly  known  as  Mendon  MiU  lUver  home  to  the  Mendon  line  afore- 
said, with  all  the  trees,  timber,  woods  and  underwoods  standing,  lying  or 
growing  thereon  with  all  the  meadows,  swamps,  water  courses,  ponds  and 
brooks  lying  within  the  said  tract  of  land  as  it  is  bounded,  with  all  the 
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privileges  and  ftppurtenancea  thereunto  belonging  or  any  wise  appeitaining 
thereunto  togetherer  with  a  full  and  free  confirmation  of  all  lands  formerly 
sold  by  John  Awaasamog,  father  of  the  above  said  Awaasamogs,  late  of 
Natick,  deceased,  to  the  Town  of  Meadon  aforesaid,  as  it  is  butted  and 
bounded  in  the  deed  and  confliined  by  the  General  Court.  To  Have  and 
TO  HOLD,  the  said  Tract  of  land  as  it  ia  butted  and  bounded,  together  with 
all  the  trees,  timber,  woods  and  underwoods  atandittg,  lying  and  growing 
thereon,  witt  all  the  meadows,  swamps,  brooks  and  waters  courses  within 
.  the  said  tract  of  land  with  all  other  privileges  and  appurtenances  any  way 
appertaining  or  belonging  thereunto  unto  Ferdinaado  Thayer,  Joseph 
White,  Josifth  Chapin,  Abraham  Staples,  Samuel  Hayward,  Jamea  Lovet 
and  Samuel  Read  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever.  The  aaid  John  Awasaa^ 
mog,  Amos  Awossamog  and  Peter  Ephraim  do  covenant,  promise  and 
grant  by  theae  preaenta  that  the  said  Awassamogs  and  Peter  Ephraim  are 
the  proper  owners  of  the  aaid  tract  of  Land,  that  they  are  free  from  all 
mBDner  of  bargains,  sales,  gifts,  grants,  titles,  mortgagee,  actions,  suitA, 
arrests,  attachments,  judgments,  executions,  &  incumbrances  whatsoever 
from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  the  time  of  the  sale  and  bargain  thereof. 
And  the  said  Awassamogs  and  Peter  Ephraim  do  covenant,  piomiae  & 
grant'tiy  theae  presents  alllmd  singular  the  bargwned  promises  with  all  the 
appurtenances  to  warrant,  acquit  and  defend  unto  the  aaid  Ferdinando 
Thayer,  Joseph  Whit«,  Joaiah  Ohapia,  Abraham  Staples,  Samuel  Hay- 
ward,  James  Lovet  &  Samuel  Read  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever  against 
all  Indians  or  any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever  from  by  or  under 
them  clMming  any  right  title  or  interest  in  or  unto  the  same  or  any  part 
thereof  by  these  presents,  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  far  the  said 
Ferdinando  Thayer,  Joseph  Whik,  Josiah  Chapin,  Abraham  Staples, 
Samuel  Hayward,  James  Lovet  and  Samuel  Read  their  heirs  and  assigns  to 
record  and  enroll  or  cause  to  be  recorded  and  enrolled  the  title  and  tenor  of 
these  presents  according  to  the  true  int«nt  and  meaning  thereof  and  ac- 
cording to  the  usual  manner  of  recording  deeds  and  evidences  in  such  case 
made  &  provided  and  to  acknowledge  the  same  before  lawful  authority 
wheu  called  thereunto 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  John  Awaasamog,  Amos  Awassamog,  and 
Peter  Bphrwm  set  to  their  hands  &  seals  this  nineteenth  day  of  Pebniary, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  sixteen  hundred  ninety  one  or  two  and  in  the  third 
yeai'  of  the  reign  of  'William  &  Mary,  King  and  Queen  of  England. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  and  John  Awassamog,         [l. 

possession  given  in  presence  of  us 


■^ 


Joseph  White,  Jr.,  Amos  Awassamog,         [l,  s,] 

Saml.  Read,  Jr.  '  his      Q    mark. 

Peter  Ephraim,         [l,.  a.] 
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The  record  of  this  year  is  closed  by  a  copy  of  the  rate  made 
for  tlie  payment  of  Mr.  Eaweon'e  salary  from  the  25th  of  Octo- 
ber 1691  to  the  25th  of  October  1693.  On  it  I  do  not  find  the 
names  of  Robert  Corbit,  Estate  of  Samuel  Sheperd,  Oapt.  John 
Smith,  G-eorge  Snmner,  SamI,  More,.  John  Jonea,  Savill  Simp- 
son, Widow  Harber,  Ruth  Bundy,  Steven  LaaeU,  Sarah  Fair- 
banks, Saml.  Chapin,  Lineford's  Lott  and  John  Dick's,  which 
appeared  on  the  assessment  of  1691;_and  Saml.  Read,  Jr.,  and 
Nathaniel  Fox  are  fonnd  on  the  assessment  of  1692,  and  not  on 
that  of  1691. 


1693.  This  year  the  Selectmen  and  other  town  offic^ers  were 
not  chosen  until  March. 

At  a  meeting,  Jan,  2,  the  town  voted  that  "every  person  listed 
in  the  train  band  shall  give  one  days  work,  annually,  for  cutting 
and  carting  wood  to  the  Minister."  The  Selectmen  to  give  one 
day's  notice  of  the  time  and  place. 

Mai'ch  1.  For  Selectmen,  Ensign  James  Lovet,  Serg.  Peter 
Holbrook,  Thomae  Lewis,  Robert  Taft  and  James  Albee;  Town 
Clerk,  Samuel  Read;  Commissioner  of  Assessments,  Timothy 
Winter;  Constables,  William  Holbrook  and  Angel  Ton-ey;  OUrh 
of  y'  Market,  Capt.  Josiah  Chapin;  Tything  Men,  Benjamin 
Wheelock,  Samuel  Hayward  and  Samuel  Tiler. 

This  is  the  first  time  mention  is  made  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Assessments,  Clerk  of  the  Market  and  Tything  Men. 

The  Commissioner  of  Assessments  was  chosen  to  assist  the 
Selectmen  in  taking  a  valuation  of  the  ratable  property  with  the 
number  of  polls. 

The  poll  tax  for  this  yeai'  was  ten  shiUings,  and  all  were  to  be 
taxed  except  members  of  the  Council,  settled  ministers  and 
grammar-school  masters  and  others  devoted  to  the  ministry  and 
students  of  the  college.  The  feeble-minded  to  be  free  of  the 
poll  tax,  at  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen.  This  act,  by  which 
towns  were  authorized  to  choose  a  Commissioner  of  Assess- 
ments, was,  by  its  closing  section,  only  to  remain  in  force  for 
the  year  1692.  The  tax  upon  property  was  one-quai'ter  part  of 
the  income  for  the  year,  and  it  was  gi-anted  "their  most  excel- 
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lent  majesties  "  (William  and  '  Mary)  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
the  French  and  Indians. 

Tithing  Men  were  to  present  all  idle  and  disorderly  persons, 
profane  swearers  or  ciireers,  Sahbath-hreakers  and ,  disorderly 
persons,  that  they  maybe  duly  punished  and  discouraged.  They 
were  also  to  look  after  the  licensed  houses.  Their  badge  of 
office  was  a  bla«k  staff,  two  feet  long,  tipped  at  one  end  with 
brass  about  three  inches. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Market  was  principally  engaged  in  looking 
after  the  assize  of  bread. 

"  The  undersigned  having  been  cliosen  a  Committee  by  the  town  for  tlie 
purpose  of  giving  the  Selectmen  instructions,  have  agreed  upon  tiie  fol- 
lowing: 

1.  Tliat  theymake  such  orders  which  may  clear  or  secure  the  town  from 
the  penalty  of  the  law. 

2.  That  they  take  care  to  make  a  Rate  for  Mr.  Rawson's  salary  and  see 
the  same  discharged  according  to  the  town's  Agreement. 

3.  That  they  make  effectual  orders  for  the  preservation  of  woods  and 
timber  upon  the  town's  commons. 

4.  That  they  see  that  all  bounds  be  kept  up  and  maintained  between  all 
particular  persons  and  the  town's  commons,  and  where  any  have  taken  and 
broken  up  any  part  of  y"  highways  that  they  see  that  y'  first  stated  bounds 
be  still  continued  and  kept  up  till  y  towne  take  further  order. 

5.  That  they  take  order,  as  the  law  directs,  for  the  making  and  issuing 
forth  a  Town  Rate  as  whereby  all  sucli  of  the  town's  debts  as  shall  appear 
to  be  justly  due  from  the  town  to  any  particular  person  or  persons  since 
the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  eighty  and  five  may  be  discharged. 

6.  For  the  Encouragement  of  keepin  Sheep,  that  they  make  sucli  an 
order  aa  may  be  effectual  for  the  cleaning  such  highways  as  lie  within  the 
towne,  so  as  that  the  bushes  may  be  thoroughly  subdued ;  provided  they  do 
not  impose  or  require  more  than  sis  days  in  a  year  upon  a  single  poll  or 
head  about  clearing  of  bushes. 

7.  That  they  Impower  the  Surveyors  of  Ilighways  to  repair  all  such 
Bridges  that  stand  in  need  of  Reparation,  for  the  Town's  use  and  for  mend- 
ing of  highways. 

JosiAH  Ohapin 
Timothy  Wihtbr 
Samubi,  Read 
josiah  torret-" 

March  16.  Deacon  Warfield  had  his  parish  tax  foregone, 
"  provided  that  he  take  cai-e  of  y°  Meeting  House,  to  sweep  and 
take  care  of  the  dores  that  they  be  not  damniiied." 
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May  1.  Capt.  Josiah  Ohapin  had  a  grant  of  "four  score  and 
ten  acres  of  land "  for  services  as  Representative,  and  Samuel 
Read  had  forty-fiYe  acres  for  a  Uke  purpose. 

Oapt.  Ohapin  was  chpsen  inl689  "  to  advise  with  the  Counsel 
for  the  Safety  of  the  Poeple,"  at  the  time  of  the  deposition  of 
Andros;  bat  no  mention,  in  the  town  record,  is  made  of  the 
election  of  Samuel  Bead  as  Eepresentative. 

This  year  Mr.  Eawson'a  salary  was  raised  by  an  assessment  of 
half  a  crown  upon  the  poll  and  the  rest  upon  land  and  stock 
"  from  a  year  old  and  upwards." 

May  83.  Timothy  Winter  was  chosen  Kepresentative  to  the 
General  Court,  and  Josiah  Chapin,  Saml.  Read,  Saml.  Hajwai-d 
and  Josiah  Torry  were  chosen  a  Committee  to  give  him  instrac- 
tions. 

The  Committee  met  and  agi'eed  upon  the  following  instruc- 
tions. 

"  Imp' You  shall  take  effectual  care  to  ■  represent  to  the  GJeneral  Court 
the  great  wrong  we  doe  Conceive  is  done  to  us  by  the  County  Commission- 
ers In  Returning  that  for  our  Town's  proportion  to  the  thirty  thousand 
pounds  granted  Their  Majea'^"'  which  is  far  greater  than  Law  or  Reason 
Requers;  and  to  evince  this  Tou  are  to  lay  before  them  these  severall 
things,  Inserted  In  the  Law  entitled  an  Act  for  regulating  y«  former  Assess- 
ment, which  law,  as  all  others,  looke  we  upon  to  bee  a  parte  of  our  Inheri- 
tance and  Eaqually  binding  lo  all. 

1.  In  the  law  passed  Dec.  15,  1693,  it  is  Enacted  that  the  Country  Com- 
missionera  shall  pass  into  y'  several  Towns  of  such  County  for  which  they 
shall  be  chosen,  at  or  before  the  twenty-second  of  February,  1692,  and 
there  joyu  themselves  to  the  Selectmen  and  town  Commissioner  of  each 
town  who  made  the  former  list  and  doe  all  further  things  with  them,  as  in 
swd  section  are  Required,  which  thing  was  never  don  although  we  Ex- 
pected their  coming  and  ware  prepared  to  IntertMn  them. 

3.  That  in  order  to  theire  being  insolved  into  a  grand  Committee  to  take 
an  account  of  y'  sum  to  tall*  off  of  each  list,  they  must  first  have  y"  second 
List  of  each  Towoe  In  y  severall  Counties  examined,  regulated  &  perfected 
as  y*  former  law  directs  and  therefore  wee,  who  thought  ourselves  well 
defended  by  that  which  each  English  subject  accounts  his  right  and  privi- 
lege, are  surprised  to  see  ourselves  Doomed  Contrary  to  Law  and  Reason, 
especially  considering  that  y'  Law  as  their  Rule  Is  all  along  referred  unto, 
and  therefore  wee  cannot  look  upon  ourselves  as  any  ways  Concerned  In 
what  Acts  the  ed  Commissioners  of  Suffolk  have  made  as  a  Comittee,  hav- 
ing l>een  noe  ways  transacted  According  to  Law,  and  further  then  soe  wee 
take  not  ourselves  obliged. 

•  Contmction  of  tallat  (Spanish)  to  cut  off. 
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8.  In  case  thattteBridg  over  Nipmuck  River  (the  Blackstnne)  should  be 
brought  into  Discourse  In  the  Generall  Assembly  then  you  are  to  goe  to 
the  Secretary  and  talte  out  of  y"  Records  a  Copy,  If  not  gotten  before,  of 
what  was  done  by  the  Court  In  y"  year  83  or  three,  Conserning  a  bridg 
over  Bd  Biver  and  Labor  what  possibly  you  can  that  It  may  be  continued  a 
County  bridg,  and  If  need  further  direction  or  Aasistance  from  the  Town 
In  this  or  any  of  your  Instructions  then  you  are  by  the  first  opportunity  to 
signify  it  to  the  Committee. 

iTOBIAH  Chapin 

Samll.  Read 

Sami..  Haywakb,  his  ^  marls. 

JcwiAH  TOKBBY. 

The  reasons  for  these  instructions  were  based,  undoubtedly, 
npon  the  following  considerations:  June  34,  1693,  the  General 
Assemby,  as  we  have  before  seen,  passed  an  a«t  for  raising  money 
to  prosectite  the  French  and  Indian  -wax,  and  set  forth  the  mode 
and  manner  in  which  it  should  be  assessed  and  collected.  Tlie 
act  mentioned  no  definite  snm  to  be  raised,  but  fixed  the  poll 
tax  at  ten  shillings  and  the  property  tax  at  one  quarter  part  of 
the  tax  payer's  annual  income.  Certain  defects  were  found  to 
interfere  with  the  assessment  and  collection  of  the  tax,  and  Dec. 
15  of  the  same  yeai-  another  act  was  passed  intended  to  be  ex- 
planatory of  the  first,  and  fixing  the  snm  to  be  raised  at  ^30,- 
000.  Under  this  aet  two  Commissioners  of  Assessments  for  each 
County  were  chosen  by  the  General  Court;  who  were  to  visit  each 
town  in  their  respective  counties  and,  with  the  Selectmen  and 
Town  Commissioner  of  Assessments,  review  the  assessments 
made  under  the  first  act  and  revise  and  correct  the  same.  It  is 
understood,  from  the  instructions,  that  the  County  Commission- 
ers did  not  come  to  Mendon  before  the  new  assessment  was 
made  and  the  town  was  doomed  for  its  proportion  of  the  £30,- 
000.  Hence  it  was  held  that  the  assessment  was  invalid  and 
the  EepresentatiTe  to  the  General  Court  was  instracted  to  pro- 
cure a  redress  of  the  grievance. 

The  County  tax  made  July  15,  was  for  forty  shillings,  as  will 
appear  by  the  following  receipt : 

"  Itec  this  27  October  1693  of  Mr.  William  Holbrook  forty  shillings  in 
Current  money  for  Mendon  County  Rate 

£3:00;00 pt.  Jer.  Dummer,  OoUnty  Tresyer." 
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In  the  rate  for  Mr.  Eaweoii'a  salary  we  miss  the  names  of  Dea. 
Warfield,  {tax  commuted  by  taking  care  of  the  meeting  house) 
John  Andrus,  Job  Tiler,  Seth  Chapin,  Nicolas  Mead,  Nathaniel 
Fox  and  Samuel  Peeok,  and  find  the  names  of  Isaac  Thayer,  John 
Lovet,  Thomas  Taft,  Elicksander  Bogle  and  Isaac  Linerson  not 
before  assessed. 


1694.  Jan.  1.  It  was  voted  at  a  town  meeting  held  this 
day,  that  John  Thompson  should  have  the  "old  Meeting 
House,"  he  paying  for  the  same  the  sum  of  four  pounds  in 
current  money  of  New  England  on  or  before  Jan,  1,  1695, 
and  Capt.  Chapin  was  chosen  to  receive  the  same  and  "im- 
prove it  towards  the  finishing  of  the  new  meeting  house." 

At  this  meeting  the  inevitable  James  Bick  is  still  "  master  of 
the  situation"  in  his  controversy  with  the  town  about  the 
"  smithery  work,"  as  we  find  Mr,  Josiah  Torrey,  Timothy  Win- 
ter and  Samuel  Hay  ward  were  chosen  a  committee  "to  agree 
with  him,  if  it  may.  be,  or  other  wayes  to  prosecut  lu  Cors  of 
Law  untiU  the  Controversy  be  Issued  and  that  they  doe  it  with- 
in six  months."  • 

It  was  also  voted  that  the  annual  meeting  for  the  choice  of 
oflSeers  should  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  March. 

It  seems,  this  year,  the  town  was  determined  to  have  a  correct 
valuation,  as  they  directed  the  Selectmen  and  the  Commission- 
ers of  Assessments  "  to  go  from  house  to  house  so  as  to  arrive 
at  a  true  and  correct  valuation,"  and  in  ease  any  one  did  not  an- 
swer truly  "  he  to  pay  duble  for  y"  same,  one  half  to  the  In- 
former and  one-half  to  the  town." 

March  5,  being  the  first  annual  meeting  held  in  March,  Capt. 
Josiah  Chapin,  Samuel  Read,  Sergt.  Staples,  Sergt.  Holbrook  and 
Thomas  Thayer  were  chosen  Selectmen;  Ehaaei  Wheelock  and 
John  Darling,  Constables;  Ensigne  Lovet,  Commissioner,  and 
Samuel  Read,  Olerk.  Surveyors,  Fence  Viewers  and  Tithing 
men  were  also  chosen. 

Notwithstanding  the  labour's  of  the  committee,  chosen  Jan.  1, 
James  Bick  is  still  refractory.  He  won't  do  the  blacksmith  work 
nor  quit  the  town's  land;  and  so  Mr.  Josiah  Torrey  was  to  have 
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a  letter  of  attorney,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  town,  to 
bi-ing  the  controversy  to  an  end  by  due  coarse  of  law. 

It  seems  the  training  field  was  not  in  a  proper  condition  for 
any  very  extensive  military  evolutions,  as  it  was,  at  this  time, 
leased  to  Peter  Holbrook  for  seven  yeai'e,  in  consideration  that 
he  should  clear  it  of  iushes  and  have  it  "  fltt  for  Paatur." 

It  was  voted  that  any  of  the  proprietors  of  the  town  might  ihi- 
prove  a  portion  of  the  highway  against  their  own  land  for  six 
years,  in  consideration  that  they  should  clear  the  other  pai't,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  six  years,  and  at  the  end,  lay  down  the  part 
they  had  improved,  and  leave  the  road  at  its  full  breadth  as  it 
was  originally,  that  is,  ten  rods  wide. 

Up  to  this  time  we  do  not  learn  that  any  labor  had  been  he- 
stowed  on  the  highways,  except  to  keep  the  bushes  down,  so  that 
a  way  for  a  cart  and  oxen  could  be  found  somewhere,  within  the 
ten  rods  wide,  by  shunning  the  trees  and  roots. 

This  year  the  office  of  iisseaaors  is  mentioned  for  the  first 
time.  In  pursuance  of  a  wai'raut  from  the  Province  Treasurer, 
the  town  assembled  July  17,  1694,  and  chose  Capt.  Joseph 
White,  Jacob  Aldrich  and  William  Holbrook  as  Assessors  for 
thg  yeai'  ensuing.  Capt.  White  declining  to  seiwe,  James  Lovet 
was  chosen  in  his  stead,  and  thejfrs^  Board  of  Assessors-vias  t\v%n 
swoni  into  ofiiee,  as  the  law  directs: 

It  was  voted  that  Jacob  Aldrich  miglit  improve  the  whole 
tract  laid  out  for  "a  burying"  place,"  for  a  pasture  (only  ex- 
eluding  all  swine)  so  long  as  he  shall  keep  it  inclosed  with  a  flve- 
rail  fence,  and  allow  Deacon  Warfield  the  privilege  of  a  passage 
to  the  brook  for  water,  he,  the  said  Aldrich,  "  to  suhjoine  his 
Ingagement  under  his  hand  In  the  publiok  Records." 

No  engagement  of  Jacob  Aldrich  being  found  upon  record  it 
presumed  that  he  found  pasturage  elsewhere,  and  thatDea.  War- 
field  continued  to  cross  the  graveyard  for  water  without  let  or 
hindrance. 

In  a  settlement  between  Elizaljpth  Parker,  relict  of  John 
More,  formerly  of  Mendon,  and  the  town,  it  was  found  that  the 
balance  of  the  accounts  due  her  was.il. 03.04.  Among  the 
items  with  which  the  town  was  charged  was  one  of  £1.15.00, 
"  for  making  y'  pound  and  stocks,"     By  this  it  will  be  seen  that 
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the  toTFn  eatly  provided  tlie  means  of  restraining  damage  fea- 
sant whether  committed  by  man  or  beast. 

BOUNTY   ON    WOLVES. 

Altliough  tlie  order  of  the  Selectmen  offering  a  bounty  of  20 
shillings  for  killing  a  wolf  wftiS  repealed  May  10,  1669,  "upon 
Goodman  Thayer's  motion  and  reason  he  gave,"  we  still  find,  by 
the  following  memorandum,  that  a  price  had  been  again  set  upon 
his  head. 

'■Wolves  kili,ei>. 

Elia/er  Wheelock-.  one  woulf  killed  Jan.  35,  1064.- £1.00.00 

William  Holbrook,  two  wolves;  oae  Apr.  13  &  one  May  1,  UM. . .   S.00.00 

Thomas  White,  one  wolf  Mar.  3,  1694 100.00 

JoliB  Thomson,  one  wolf  May  4,  1694 1.00.00 

£5.00.00" 

A  rate  was  made  this  year  to  defray  the  indebtedness  of  the 
town  from  y°  year  1685  until  1693,  and  delivered  to  William 
Holbrook  then  Constable,  "  with  an  order  upon  the  back  side" 
to  pay  the  several  sums  to  the  persons  whose  names  where  there- 
upon written  and  which  are  as  follows,  viz: 

To  Timothy  Winter  for  service  as  Hepresentative  &  other  ser- 
vices  £10  08    0 

To  Capt.  Chapin 01  18  02 

To  Perdinando  Tliayer 01  13  06 

To  Capt  White 00  H  03 

To  Decon  Warfield 01  OS  04 

To  Angell  Torrey 00  01  03 

To  Joseph  While 00  03  00 

To  Jonathan  Fairbanks 00  17  06 

To  Samuel  Hayward 00  15  06 

To  John  Thompson,  Sen 00  08  08 

To  Peter  Holbrook 00  07  08 

To  Samuel  Read 01  16  00 

To  Nicolas  Oook jO  03  03 

To  John  Lovet 00  04  06 

To  Sergt.  Staple 00  08  00 

To  Ensigne  Lovet 00  08  00 

To  John  Thomson.  &  Thomas  White 00  13  04 

To  Beth  Chapin  &  John  Thomson 00  06  08 

To  Eleazer  Wheelock  &  Abraham  Staple , 01  00  00 
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To  William  Holliroolt 03  06  08 

To  Jacob  Aldrich 00  00  08 

To  Robert  Talt 00  00  10 

To  JohnEockit 00  03  03 

To  John  Darling '. 00  03  03 

More  (balance)  to  Samll,  Read  for  y'  town's  use  00  06  08 

£26  10  10 

The  above  accounts  were  for  services  rendered  to  or  mouoy 
paid  for  the  town.  They  were  audited  by  the  Selectmen  and 
and  directed  to  be  paid,  as  above,  withont  being  reported  to  tlio 
town.  Happy  the  town  whose  aggregate  indebtedness  for  nine 
years  could  be  liquidated  for  the  siim  of  twenty-six  pounds  ten 
shillings  and  ten  pence. 

Two  rates  for  Mr,  Eawson's  salary  and  one  for  £8.10,03  "to 
procure  a  town  stock  of  ammunition  as  the  law  directs"  com- 
plete the  record  for  the  year. 


1695.  This  yeai'  opens  with  the  closing  of  the  controversy 
with  James  Biek  {the  Town  Clerk  always  spelled  his  name  with 
a  small  b),  who,  for  some  reason,  had  failed  to  fulfil  his  contract 
with  the  town  to  do  "the  smithery  work," 

His  ten-at!re  lot,  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges  belonging 
to  it,  was  sold  by  the  town  to  Samuel  Cook  for  twenty-five 
pounds,  "Current  money  of  New  England;"  and  Mr.  Josiali 
Torrey  was  empowered  by  the  town  to  give  a  deed  in  behalf  of 
the  town,  and  take  security  of  Cook  for  the  purchase  money. 

By  the  law  of  Nov.  16,  1692,  any  person  coming  into  town 
and  residing  there  for  the  space  of  three  months  without  being 
properly  warned  out,  gained  a  settlement  therein.  In  accord- 
ance with  this  law,  Jan,  34,  Thomas  Fuller,  his  wife  and  child, 
were  "duly  warned  to  Departe  the  town,"  They  came  into  the 
town  Dec.  11,  1694. 

Joaiah  Chapin,  Robert  Taft  and  Samuel  Read  were  chosen  a 
committee,  in  1693,  to  ascertain  whether  Timothy  Winter  had 
enclosed  any  of  the  town's  land  within  his  fence.  January  24th 
they  reported  that  he  had  taken  in  one  acre  and  thirty-two  rods, 
and  to  which  they  set  up  definite  metes  and  bounds.  The  mat- 
.  ter  was  amicably  adjusted  by  Mr.  Winter  for  the  trespass,  he 
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paying  the  sum  of  fifteen  shillings;  "and  which  fifteen  shillings 
is  to  he  allowed  to  sd  Winter  for  part  of  his  wages  for  attending 
the  General  Assembly." 

This  one  acre  and  thirty-two  rods,  being  situated  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Pond  Hills,  may  have  been  the  identical  tract  of  land,  for 
the  ownership  of  which,  some  thirty  yeai's  ago,  there  was  carried 
on  a  protracted  and  expensive  course  of  litigation. 

March  4.  At  a  "General!  Towne  meetting,"  Capt.  Josiah 
Chapin,  Samuel  Read,  sen.,  Sergt.  Staples,  Sergt.  Holbrook  and 
William  Holbrook  were  chosen  Selectmen;  Eobert  Taft  and 
Josiah  Thayer,  Constables;  Samuel  Read,  Clerk;  and  Ensign 
Lovet,  Commissioner  of  Assessments.  Tithing  Men,  Siirveyors 
of  Highways  and  Fence  Viewers  were  also  chosen. 

At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  "  that  all  persons  that  have  taken 
in  any  of  the  highways  or  town's  common  and  do  not,  at  or  be- 
fore the  fifteenth  of  Mai-eh  Instant,  Lay  downe  the  same  for 
Common  and  move  there  fences  ofE  the  same,  (or  Come  and* 
Agree  with  the  Selectmen  for  the  same  at  a  price,  and  have  the 
same  entered  upon  the  towne  Record,  att  or  before  the  fifteenth 
of  April  Next  Insuing  the  date  hereof.)  shall  pay  to  the  towne, 
as  a  fine,  the  sum  of  twelve  pence  per  rod,  for  every  Rod  so  Im- 
proved or  In  combered  for  the  space  of  one  month  after  the  fif- 
teenth of  April  Afore  said  and  so  from  month  to  month  untill 
laid  downe  againe."  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  early  roads 
were  laid  out  "  to  the  full  breadth  of  ten  rods  wide,"  and  up  to 
this  time,  the  record  shows  that  the  towns  were  disposed  to  keep 
their  ancient  limits. 

In  the  olden  time,  as  well  as  at  later  date,  the  good  people  of 
Mendon,  it  seems,  sometimes  complained  of  the  doings  of  tlie 
County  Commissioners.  In  1693,  Timothy  Winter  was  chosen 
Representative  to  the  General  Court,  and  was  insti-ncted  to  rep- 
resent to  the  Gencj-al  Court  the  wrong  done  the  town  by  the 
County  Commissioners  of  Assessments,  in  rating  them  too  high 
(dooming  them)  for  their  proportion  of  the  £30,000  granted  to 
William  and  Mary  to  carry  on  the  Fi'ench  and  Indian  wai-. 

It  seems  the  Representative  did  not  meet  with  success  in  his 
endeavors  to  abate  the  grievance  complained  of,  for  at  this  time, 
1695,  we  find  the  town  voting  as  follows,  viz: 

"Alt  a  publicke  towne  meeting,  tlie  towne  beinge  Legaly  Convened  to 
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take  notice  of  and  act  upon  A  Warent  Received  bytbe.  Select  men  from  the 
Treasurer  Comanding  the  payment  of  sixty  five  pounds,  said  to  bee 
ye  town's  proportion  to  y*  two  last  payments  of  the  thirty  thousand 
pounds," 

"  That  they  saw  noe  Reson  to  proceed  to  a  New  Valuation,  It  heing  iu 
their  apprehension,  Contrary  to  ye  Act  Intitled  an  Act  for  Regulating  the 
former  Aaaessnient  and  for  granting  an  Addishan  all  supply,  which  Act  they 
fully  acquisce  in  &  doe  hereby  declare  their  Resolution  to  stand  by,  and 
that  If  the  Tresurer  shall  pleas  Transmitt  a  list  qualified  According  to  sd 
Act  they  will  Redely  yeeld  them  selves  obliged  to  pay  their  Respective  As- 
it  determinable  therehy." 


For  the  security  of  tlie  Selectmen  "  for  not  acting  according 
to  any  other  method. "  in  the  premises,  and  in  ca^e  they  should 
be  put  to  cost,  they  were  authorized  "to  reimburse  themselves, 
ther  heyrs,  Executors  or  Administrators  by  making  a  towu  rate 
to  be  paid  to  them  or  their  order  forthwith." 

Thomas  Thayer,  Abraham  Staples,  Joseph  White,  Jr.,  Joaiah 
Thayer  and  Samuel  Read  agreed  with  the  Selectmen  "to  take 
in  portions  of  the  highway  adjoining  their  several  estates,  not 
exceeding  five  rods  in  width,  provided  they  cleared  up  Y'  other 
part  of  y'  highway  for  y"  spa«e  of  sis  years  and  then  laying  it 
down  for  y*  town's  use." 

At  the  same  time  a  piece  of  land  was  granted  Robert  Taft  be- 
tween the  four-rod  highway  leading  to  the  South  meadow  and 
the  Pond,  being  one  half  an  acre,  more  or  lees,  not  to  intrench 
upon  the  road,  nor  come  within  four  rods  of  the  bauk  of  the 
pond,  and  so  leaving  a  way,  straight,  from  the  four-rod  highway 
by  his  house  to  the  pond,  of  six  or  eight  rods  wide. 

The  Selectmen  "filed  a  bill  No.  40  "to  pay  the  bounty  on 
wolves  this  year. 

"  Two  kiUed  by  Eleazer  Wheelock,  1  March  12  and  1  April  10. 
One  killed  by  John  Thomson  Way  6." 

The  two  semi-annual  rates  for  the  payment  of  Mr.  Eawson's 
salary  were  made  m  usual,  in  one  of  which  were  two  columns. 
The  first  column  was  country  pay,  such  as  the  town  raised  (see 
Mr.  Eaweou's  Settlement),  and  the  second  was  money,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Names.  Countiy  pay.  Money, 

Capt.  Joseph  White £00  16  08        £00  04  05 

Capt.  Chapin 01  03  04  00  06  01 


dbyGOOgIC 


1695.]                                 ANNALS    OF    MENDON.  127 

ffardin  Thayer £01  00  10  .£08  06  00 

JoBiahTorrey 00  11  08  00  03  03 

Samll.  Read 01  03  10  00  06  04 

Ensigoe  Lovet 00  13  05  00  03  04 

Abraham  Staples  sen 00  17  10  00  04  Ofl 

Peter  Holbrook 00  12  03  00  03  04 

John  Thomson,  sen' 00  15  10  00  04  03 

Jacob  Aldrich... 01  03  03  00  06  00 

Angel  Torrey  00  06  04  00  01  06 

JosephPlumley 00  06  U  00  01  07 

Job  Tiler 00  05  01  00  01  03 

Eleazer  Wheelock 00  09  00  00  03  06 

Abraham  Staples,  Jr 00  07  08  00  02  00 

Samll.  Tiler. 00  13  03  00  08  08 

Robert  Taft 00  14  06  00  03  09 

"Widow  Winter 00  05  09  00  01  06 

John  Cook 00  09  03  00  03  08 

Samll.  Hayward 00  12  06  00  03  04 

Wm.  Hayward 00  09  08  00  03  06 

Thomas  Thayer 00  12  02  00  03  04 

Samll.  Thayer 00  13  02  00  03  04 

Denes  Darling 00  07  04  00  03  00 

John  Darling 00  09  06  00  03  07 

Benj*  Wheelock 00  15  10  00  04  04 

James  Albee 00  18  00  00  03  10 

John  Eocket 00  11  08  00  03  03 

Joseph  Bocket 00  11  00  00  03  10 

Willi  Holbrook 00  18  OS  00  03  09 

Samll.  Cook 00  06  02  00  01  08 

John  Thomson  Jr 00  05  05  00  01  03 

Joseph  White 00  09  08"  00  02  07 

ThomasWhite 00  06  05  00  0109 

Beth  Chapin 00  11  02  00  08  01 

JamesBiek 00  14  11  00  04  00 

Benj"  Wheton 00  05  07  ,00  01  03 

John  Peck 00  07  11  "oo  02  02 

Jo3iah  Thayer 00  10  06  OO  03  11 

Jacob  Stapls 00  07  05  00  03  01 

Samll.  Bead,  Jr 00  11  03  00  03  00 

Isaac  Thayer 00  06  01  00  01  00 

Decon  Warfield 00  05  11  00  01  06 

John  Lovet 00  04  03  00  01  03 

Thomas  Taft  00  06  09  00  01  09 

Benj' Albee 00  04  01  00  01  03 

,   Isaac  Linersoii 00  08  03  00  03  08 

Elicksander  Bogle 00  05  07  00  01  06 


dbyGOOgIC 


128  ANNALS    OF    MENDOS.  [1696, 

*ohn  Tiler £00  10  07  £00  03  10 

Nicolas  Cook. 00  10  03  00  03  08 

Samll,  Ooy 00  04  05  00  01  03 

Samll.  Warfield 00  03  04  00  01  00 

James  Ford 00  03  00  00  01  00 

Comellus  Darling 00  04  01  00  01  03 

£38  03  09  £  8  00  00 

Pi'om  this  assessmeut  wu  find  tliat  tlie  "  Country  pay" 
rtoiounted  to  ^£23.03.09,  wliile  tlie  "  Money"  amounted  to  but 
.£8.00.00.  The  country  pay  was  comprised  in  the  items  of  pork, 
wheat,  barley,  Indian  corn,  rye,  peas,  beef  and  work,  and  two 
pounds  of  butter  fi-om  every  cow.  The  different  articles  were  to 
be  taken  at  the  mean  price  of  the  market.  The  minister's  salary 
for  1695  would  hardly  supply  the  means  for  a  flying  visit  to 
Europe,  or  even  a  lengthy  travel  at  home.  The  minister  of 
1880,  it  is  supposed,  would  have  no  objection  to  the  two  pounds 
of  butter  for  every  cow, 

A  Country  tax  was  also  levied  of  £4.05.11,  four  pounds  of 
which  was  to  be  paid  to  Jeremiah  Dummer,  Esq.,  Treasurer, 
and  the  balance  to  the  Town  Clerk. 


1696.  March  3.  Capt.  Josiah  Chapin,  Lieut.  Josiah  Torrey, 
Samuel  Read,  Samuel  Hayward  and  Samuel  Cook  were  chosen 
Selectmen,  Benjamin  Wheelock  and  William  Hayward  Consta- 
bles, and  Samuel  Eead  Town  Clerk. 

The  selectmen  were  to  be  governed  by  the  instructions  given 
foT  the  Selectmen  of  1693  (to  which,  reference  may  be  had), 
thus  leaving  to  the  people  but  few  subjects  for  municipal  action. 
The  occasional  orders  of  the  Selectmen,  recorded  in  the  town 
book,  it  is  presumed,  furnish  but  few  of  the  doiigs  of  the  Se- 
lectmen; and  hence  we  are  left  in  ignorance  of  many  transactions 
which  would  be  matters  of  interest  in  the  present  day  and  gen- 
eration. 

There  are  but  few  recorded  transactions  of  the  town  during 
this  year.  "  Deacon  Warfield  was  to  have  fifteen  shillings  for 
sweeping  the  Meeting  House  (thirty  feet  square  &  no  pews)  the 
past  year  and  the  same  for  the  year  to  come,  to  be  assessed  with 
Mr.  Eawson's  salary." 
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The  controversy  with  James  Bick,  the  blaetsmitli,  was  finally 
closed  this  year,  by  choosing  Capt.  Chapin,  Ensign  Lovet  and 
Samuel  Eead,  sen.,  a  committee  to  adjust  the  account  of  Mr. 
Josiah  Tori-ey,  "for  his  pains  and  truble  about  y'  land  James 
bick  was  possessed  of,"  and  to  receive  the  balance  of  the  money 
which  may  remain  in  his  hand  "after  his  charg  is  responded;" 
and  also  to  receive  the  bond  which  Samuel  Cook  gave  for  the 
payment  of  the  purchase  money  for  Bick's  land.  As  Mr.  James 
Bick  would  not  do  "the  town's  smitherywork,"  nor  pay  for  the 
land  according  to  his  agreement,  it  is  probable  that  there  was  no 
amicable  adjustment  made  with  him,  but  that  the  matter  was 
settled  by  "process  of  law," 

The  following  Power- of -Attorney  is  copied  from  the  Town 
Book,  to  show  a  more  excellent  way  for  settling  controversies 
about  the  division  of  land,  or  reconciling  the  disagreements 
about  boundai-ies: 

"Know  all  Men  by  these presentB  that  I,  Thomas  Lewis  of  BristoU.  Doe 
Constitute  And  AppDiat  my  well  beloved  friend  Capt.  Josiah  Chapin,  of 
Mendon,  In  my  Roome  aad  stead  for  to  Joyne  with  sergent  Abraham  Sta" 
pies,  of  Mendon  aforeswd  to  Devid  A  percell  of  medow  that  belonged  to 
John  PaiTis's  Lot  in  Mendon  Now  Eaqually  belonging  to  me  the  said  Lewis 
and  y  Above  sd  Staples,  and  doe  by  these  presents  bind  myself  my  heyers, 
Executors,  administrators  and  Assignes  to  stand  to  their  Agreement  about 
y  devi«.on  of  ad  medow,  and  after  the  decision  is  made  to  cause  the  same 
to  be  recorded,  aa  witnes  my  hand  this  9th  of  January  1695-6. 

Thomas  Lewis." 

H.ow  many  costly  and  vexatione  law-suite  that,  not  very  infre- 
quently, drag  their  slow  length  along,  engendering  strifes  and 
bitterness  through  two  or  three  sirccessive  generations,  might  be 
avoided  by  referring  the  issue  to  the  kindly  arbitration  of  neigh- 
bors and  friends. 

Happy  the  town  that  can  conclude  its  transactions  for  the 
year  by  a  record  of  equal  love  and  good  will  with  the  above. 

I  find  that  Thomas  Lewis  was  taxed  in  1691,  1692  and  1693. 
He  was  chosen  one  of  the  Selectmen  in  1693,  but  declined  serv- 
ing, and  Samuel  Read  was  chosen  in  his  stead.  Fr-om  whence 
he  came  is  not  known. 

The  following  petition,  although  dated  in  1695,  was  not  in- 
serted in  the  ti-ansactions  of  that  year,  from  the  fact  that  it  was 
not  acted  on  by  the  General  Court  until  1696: 

Town's,  Vol.  113,  p.  130. 
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"To  the  Much  Honoured  General  Court  Now  sitting  In  Boston  thia  fourth 
of  December  1695.  The  addreaa  of  Josiah  Chapin  Peter  Holbrook  & 
Josiah  Torrey,  Selectmen  for  the  Town  of  Mendon,  for  this  yeare,  heinge 
in  behalfe  of  said  Town.- 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  hy  virtue  of  an  order  of  the  Honorable 
Coimcil  your  petitioners  were  ordered  to  attend  upon  this  Honered  Assem- 
bly to  answer  for  Contempt  or  Neglect  of  attending  a  warrant  Sent  by  the 
Treasurer,  by  order  of  the  Gleneral  Assembly,  for  the  .assessing  of  8ixty- 
flve  pounds  upon  our  towne.  In  obedience  to  which  Your  Petitioaers 
made  their  appearance  and  made  answer  that  no  such  warrant  ever  came  to 
their  iiands;  nor  did  wee  (considering  what  steps  the  regulating  that  tax 
required)  ever  judge  that  sum  due  from  ua,  but  being  assured  that  the  order 
of  the  General  Court,  since  that  Law  enacted,  must  be  complied  with,  we 
are  bold  to  represent  the  low  and  extraordinary  afflicted  Estate  of  our  town 
to  your  honered  selves,  hoping  that  we  shall  fiud  that  relief  in  your  mercy, 
which  we  are  out  of  hopes  of  obtaining  In  any  other  way.  May  it  therefore 
please  your  Honers  to  be  informed  that  our  town,  being  a  Frontier  Town, 
hath,  for  diverse  years  past,  for  two  months  together,  and  that  the  chiefest 
time  in  y"  year,  been  enforced  to  spend  our  time  In  watching  and  warding 
for  the  security  of  our  lives  and  estates,  which  beside  all  the  losses  we  sus- 
tain by  being  driven  into  heapes,  amounts  to  a  great  deal  more  than  the 
sum  demanded  of  us;  unto  which  we  take  y  liberty  of  subjoining  that,  by 
■reason  of  y'  blast  on  y«  English  grain  &  the  frost  taking  the  Indian  Com 
there  is  not  enough  left  to  us  as  will  {we  are  fully  assured)  serve  the  Town 
till  y'  end  of  May  and  how  we  shall  be  able  to  subsist  we  know  not.  There 
is  nothing  but  a  small  stock  of  cattle  left  to  us,  the  most  being  already  en- 
forced to  sell  a  considerable  part  of  y'  stock  to  answer  their  assessments. 
For  our  own  part,  we  dread  to  think  what  will  become  of  us  and  how  we 
shall  be  able  to  uphold  y*  Ministry  of  y°  word  amongst  beings  so  extraor- 
dinarily reduced  &  most  every  way  unable  to  assist  themselves, 

Our  humble  request  is  that  the  sum  above  expressed  may  be  remitted  to 
us  &  that,  for  the  future,  we  may  be  considered  with  respect  unto  those 
yearly  troubles  that  have  been  upon  us  &  which  we  cannot  but  be  in  ex- 
pectation of,  that  we  not  be  inforced  to  spend  our  time  in  securing  other 
towns  who  are,  having  such  an  outwork,  following  their  business  without 
any  such  diversions  and  troubles  &  yett  have  small  charge  to  grapple  with, 
which  will  force  us  to  pluck  up  stakes  &  seek  relief  and  shelter  where  God 
shall  open  a  door  for  us. 

Not  further  to  trouble  your  Honers  we  subscribe  our  selves. 
Your  Honours  bounded  Servants, 

JoaiAH  Chapin 
Peter  Hot.bbook 
Josiah  Tokrey, 

June  16. 1696.    Bead  in  the  House  of  Bepreaentativea. 
.  In  answer  to  said  petition,  voted  that  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  be  abated 
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to  the  sd  Town  out  of  the  tax  of  sixty  five  pounds  i 

m  their  two  last  parts  of  tlie  tax  of  £80,000  and  sent  up  to  the  Lt.  Goveruc 

&  Council  for  Concurrence. 

Penn  Townsebd,  Spealter. 
Read  in  Council  &  Voted  a  Concurrence, 

Isaac  Addinbtoh,  Se«." 


1697.  March  1.  Capt.  Josiah  Chapiii,  Samuel  Eeadj  Sen., 
Peter  Holbrook,  William  Holbrook  and  Thomas  Thayer  were 
chosen  Selectmen:  Samuel  Bead,  Sen.,  Town  Clerk,  and  Samuel 
Read,  Jr.  and  Joseph  Rocket,  Constables, 

At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  that  "  Mr.  Rawson'e  salary  should 
be  raised  according  to  onr  former  law  and  9  pence  upon  the  head, 
and  then  double  the  whole  until  it  makes  up  the  sum."  HoV 
this  doubling  was  effected,  no  explanation  is  found  in  the  record. 
The  modern  tax-payer  sometimes  thinks  the  modern  assessor  has 
discovered  this  process  of  doubling  the  whole  until  it  makes  up 
the  sum. 

It  was  also  voted  "  that  the  £18  demanded  of  ns  by  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  should  be  raised  the  same  way  as  Mr.  Bawson's 
salary  is  raised. " 

Dec,  3.  1697.  Amy  Staples,  with  her  child,  was  warned  "to 
Leve  and  Depai-t  the  Towne,"  by  John  Rocket,  one  of  the  Con- 
stables. 

"  Mendon  33d.  December.  Then  Receaved  of  Lieutenant  Samll.  Read 
the  Ten  pound  Ordered  to  me  by  the  town  vote  as  above  to  tlie  end  therein 
specified,  I  aaj  Red. 

£10.00.00.  pr.  me,  Gmbdal  Rawboh," 

These  ten  pounds  were  probably  the  last  payment  of  Samuel 
Cook  for  the  James  Bick  lot,  as  we  have  seen  that  Samnel  Head, 
as  Town  Clerk,  held  the  bond  of  Cook,  and  that  the  last  pay- 
ment was  to  be  made  on  or  before  the  35th  of  December,  1697. 

The  record  of  the  two  semi-annnal  rates  for  the  payment  of 
Mr.  Eawson's  salary  completes  the  doings  of  the  year.  In  both 
rates  fifty  persons  were  taxed.  In  the  first  one  the  amount  of 
the  assessment  was  £25.12.0i,  of  which  £20.10.04  was  to  be  in 
"country  pay,  such  as  the  town  raiseth,"  and  £5,02.00  in 
money. 

The  renewing  the  line  between  the  Ministry  and  School 
meadows  and  Mr.  Emerson's  meadow,  completes  the  transac- 
tions for  the  year. 
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1698.  March  7.  Chose  for  Selectmen,  Capt.  Josiali  Chapin, 
Samuel  Read,  Sen.,  Ensign  James  LoTet,  William  Holbrook  and 
Samuel  Tliayer;  Town  Olerk,  Samuel  Read,  Sen. ;  Constables, 
James  Albee  and  Thomaa  Taft. 

It  was  voted  at  this  meeting  that  Mr.  Bawson's  salary  should 
be  made  in  one  rate,  and  in  the  mouth  of  September,  and  also 
that  he  should  have  forty  cords  of  wood  yearly,  to  be  assessed  as 
a  tax  and  paid  in  at  or  before  the  25th  of  October  annually,  and 
"if  any  person  fail  to  pay  his  proportion,  then  to  pay  after  the 
rate  of  four  shiUinge  a  cord  In  marchantable  pay." 

Some  difference,  we  see,  between  the  price  of  wood  (is.)  in 
1698  and  the  price  of  wood  (9.00)  in  1875.  Few  parishes,  we 
think,  would  be  willing  to  employ  a  minister,  nowadays  and  add 
forty  cords  of  wood  to  his  yeai-ly  salary. 

At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  "to  grant  a  Streame  for  the  In- 
ooradgment  of  a  Com  Mill  within  the  bounds  of  the  town;"  and 
Capt.  Chapin,  John  Rocket,  Robert  Taft,  Sen.,  John  Tiler  and 
William  Holbrook  were  chosen  a  committee  ' '  to  view  the  streams 
and  pieh  upon  a  plaee  for  that  purpose  and  make  Return  of 
y  same."  The  records  do  not  show  that  this  committee  made 
any  repoi-t. 

The  town  now  reconsidered  the  vote  about  Mr.  Rawson's  salary, 
and  then  voted  there  should  be  two  half  rates,  and  said  nothing 
about  the  wood. 


Mkmdon,  31.  November  1698. 
The  Selectmen  met  and  by  virtue  of  a  Towne  vote  upon  a  Training  day, 
J*  seventh  of  November  instant  (no  record  of  any  meeting  on  this  day), 
whereby  y*  Towne  Impowered  y"  Selectmen  to  give  proprietors,  now  In- 
gaging  to  Erect  a  Saw  Mill  att  the  Falls  upon  the  Great  River,  fre^  liberty 
to  Cutt  timl>er  upon  the  Town's  Common  to  Erect  a  Saw  Mill  att  the  sd 
place,  We  y*  suhscribers  Doe  give  Samuel  Comstock,  in  behalf  of  the  Pro- 
prietors, free  Libwty  to  Cutt  90  much  timber  as  will  be  necessary  for  their 
use,  viK,  to  build  the  saw  mill  and  dam. 

Samuel  Head,        1 
jAnrES  LovET,  I      Select 

Willi.  Holbrook,  f       jj-      -, 
8am'''"  Thay:ek,       j 

The  following  account  of  Josiah  Ohapin  is  inserted  here,  as 
showing  the  manner  in  which  accounts  with  the  town  were  dis- 
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posed  of.  Finding  it  among  the  recorded  transactions  of  the 
town,  it  is  presumed  that  it  was  presented  and  read  in  open  town 
meeting,  and  there  became  the  subject  of  inquiry  and  criticism, 
by  any  one  who  might  be  disposed  to  doubt  the  truthfulness  or 
accuracy  of  its  items: 

24  June  .83  fov   carting   stone   and  sand   for  Mr.   Rawson's 

cellar £00  04  00 

7  May,  .83  for  one  (lay  Josiah  to  fall  timber  for  Mr.  Eaw- 

aon's  house 00  03  00 

y'  year  .83           for  making  forty  rod  of  hedg  for  Mr.  Eawaon .  01  06  08 
for  renewing  bounds  of  church  land 00  OB  00 

10  Sept,  ,8S  for  killing  a  wolf.  10  0,     one  day  work  2  oxen 

Is,  6 00  11  06 

38  April,  83  for  one  day  to  run  line  between  via  aad  Sherborn  00  03  03 

Josiah  8  days  work  about  Mr.  Eawson's  frame..  00  06  09 

for  carting  timber 00  01  06 

for  13  hundred  80  footof  slit  work 04  11  08 

for  3  days  bounding  highways 00  04  06 

Sept.,  84  for  preferring  a  petition,  to  y=  General  Court, . .  00  03  06 

March,  85  for  timber   and  boards,  seating   of  y=  meeting 

house 03  10  08 

for  balister  for  the  Galery  In  laoney  00  10  00 

for  five  daya  searching  Town  Record 00  10  00 

10,  ApriU  1686,    for  one  day  running  y»  line  with  Sherborn 00  03  03 

38  Ap  ,90  for  running  lino  with  Sherborn  00  03  03 

for  67  days  Attending  y=  Court 10  01  00 

paid  to  y«  Indian  purches* 00  07  07 

for  Lading  y'  Ministry's  dubling  Great  Lott  ...  00  04  00 
for  3  days  time  purchasing  y°  Indian  Lands*, , .  00  04  00 

feb,  1693  for  3  days  work  by  y'  Selectmen's  order  In  as- 1 

sisting  tlie  Clerk  to  enter  y'  Town  Deeds  and  I 
Comitea  Acts  &  Orders  in  the  Second  Book . .  I    01  06  00 
for  3  Jurnia  fo  Court  Becember  ,95aud  June  ,96  01  00  00 

38  October  ,97  for  running  lines  about  y'  scoll  medow,  Min-1 
istry's  medow  and  Mr,  Emerson's  medow  > 
and  between  the  pine  swamp 1    qo  02  00 

36  May, 98.  to  boston  to  prefer  a  petition  to  y' court 00  10  CO 

May,  98  to  bounding  hy way  one  day 00  03  00 

1697  for  one  quarter  of  a  year's  sweeping  y'  meeting 

house  by  his  ' 00  06  00 

£34  13  OS 
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JoeiAii  OHAPIN  deWor  JNov,    83 

to  his  proportion    of   a  towiie    Bate   bearing 

date  34 £03  10  00 

by  Joaiah  Torrey 00  18  00 

by  Peter  Holbrooic 01  00  00 

by  Constable  Eockit,  Income..,; 00  13  06 

by  John  Warfleld,  seniour 00  13  04 

by  Constable  Eocket  with  y"  money  part  of  I 

Ms  rate f   00  04  10 

by  Constable  Rocket  7  yards  of  Camblet 01  03  00 

36  Jan.,  84  by  Constable  Rocket  by  3  bushels  of  corn 00  06  00 

Sept.,  85  to  his  proportion  of  a  town  rate  bearing  date 

Sept.,  85 03  03  07 

Jan  18,  93^  Paid  by  Sanill.  More 03  00  00 

by  WiOiam  Holbrook  Constable,  93 01  02  02 

by  Ninety  Acres  of  Laad  granted  to  the  said  1 
Chapin  by  the  Town  att  a  General  Towne  y 
MeetingMayfirstl693....' J    lo  01  00 

£33  OS  05 

If  all  public  accounts  had  always  been  stated  as  clearly  and 
fully  as  the  above,  and  brought  as  plainly  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  tax-payers,  we  should  have  heard  but  little  of  the  venality  of 
the  modem  office-holder,  and  the  millions  which  have  been 
stolen  and  squandered  by  corrupt  "  rings  "  would  have  remained 
in  the  pockete  of  the  tax-payers  or  been  profitably  and  economi- 
cally expended  for  the  public  good. 

The  transactions  of  this  year  were  brought  to  a  close  by  the 
record  of  the  location  of  three  roads. 

The_;frs^  was  named  the  Wrentham  road,  and  is,  substantially, 
the  present  road  leading  from  the  Third  District  School-house 
over  Mill  River  to  Bellingbam,  in  the  direction  of  Wrentham. 
This  road  was  two  rods  wide. 

The  second  road  was'  laid  out  from  Dedham  line,  between 
Peter's  River  and  our  Mill  Eiver,  it  being  the  road  to  Eehoboth, 
and  was  four  rods  wide.  It  is  a  portion  of  the  present  road  to 
Providence,  E.  I.,  through  the  easterly  part  of  Blaekstone. 

The  third  road  began  at  the  "  Iron  works  at  the  Palls,"  and 
was  laid  out  northerly  until  it  came  to  the  Eehoboth  road  at 
Grave  Meadow  Brook.     This  road,  with  little  alteration,  is  the 


dbyGOOgIC 


1699.]  ANSALS  OF  MENDON.  135 

present  road  from  Mendon  to  Wooneocket,  hy  the  way  of  the 
Five  Corners  (so  called)  in  Blackstone. 

Grave  Meadow  Brook  was  so  named  from  its  proximity  to  an 
Indian  burying  place;  and  is  the  brook  whereon  Solomon 
Pratt's  trip-hammer  shop  once  stood.  Possibly  the  site  of  this 
burying  yard  may  have  been  the  same  with  the  location  of  the 
present  burying  place  near  Blackstone  hne. 


1699,  Jan.  16.  At  a  town  meeting  held  this  day,  our  pas- 
tor, Mr.  Grindal  Eawson,  Deacon  John  Warfield  and  Samuel 
Read  wei-e  chosen  a  committee  "to  seat  the  Meeting  House." 
From  this  vote  it  is  presumed  that  the  pew  had  not  yet  found 
its  way  into  the  meeting  house,  and  that  there  had  been  no  per- 
manent appropriation  of  seats.  The  duty  of  this  committee,  it 
is  supposed,  was  to  assign  the  seats,  for  the  time  being,  so  that 
each  family  should  readily  find  its  allotted  place. 

March  6.  It  being  the  annual  meeting,  Capt.  Josiah  Chapin, 
Samuel  Read,  Sen.,  Peter  Holbrook,  Thomas  Thayer  and  John 
Bridges  were  chosen  Selectmen;  Samuel  Read,  Town  Clerk  and 
John  Rocket  and  Samuel  Cook,  Constables. 

At  this  meeting  various  tracts  of  land,  varying  in  extent  from 
one  acre  to  thirty,  were  granted  to  Nicholas  Cook,  Samnel 
Cook,  John  Cook,  Jolin  Tyler,  Joseph  White,  Benjamin  Albee, 
Samuel  Read,  Benjamin  Wheeloek,  Ferdinando  Thayer  and 
Jonathan  Hay  ward. 

The  grant  to  Nicholas  Cook  was  "two  acres  of  land  or  swamp  In 
the  corner  of  the  pine  swamp  next  to  brahneck  hill."  This  tract 
must  have  been  located  upon  the  north  side  of  the  county  road 
(formerly  the  Boston  and  Hai"tford  turnpike),  and  adjoining  the 
woodland  of  John  G.  Metcalf  on  the  west,  and  the  woodland  of 
H.  P.  Butler  on  the  south,  across  the  road. 

A  ten-acre  lot,  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges,  was  sold  to 
Jonathan  Richardson  for  twenty  pounds.  The  "rights  and 
privileges  "  constituted  Richardson  a  co-partner  in  all  the  land 
yet  unappropriated.  It  was  laid  out  by  Josiah  Chapin,  on  a  hill 
the  east  side  of  the  Great  River,  adjoining  lands  of  James  Wal- 
Ung  and  John  Bollcora, 
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April.  The  line  was  run  and  the  bouiiils  (trees)  new  marked 
between  Mendon  and  Sherborn  by  Peter  Holbrook,  Joseph 
Rocket  and  Jacob  Aldiich  for  Mendon,  and  Lieut.  Jonathan 
Morse  and  William  Eider  for  Sherborn. 

June  36.  "  Att  a  general!  Town  meeting  Legally  warned,"  it 
was  voted  that  the  next  division  of  land  (formerly  agreed  on) 
shall  be  forty  acres  to  a  twenty-acre  house  lot  and  in  like  pro- 
portion for  all  other  lots. 

8ept.  5.  "  It  was  voted  that,  for  this  present  year,  from  the  35th,  of 
March  1699  until  the  25th.  of  March  1700,  that  the  Towne  will  give  Mr. 
Rawson  flfty-five  pounds,  the  one  half  in  current  money  of  New  England, 
the  other  half  in  current  pay,  such  aa  the  Towne  Raiseth,  vict :  wheat  4 
shillings  per  bushel.  Rye  3  shillings,  Indian  Corn  3  shillings,  Pork  att  2 
penc  half  penny  per  pound,  beef  at  3  pence  per  pound  good  and  marchant- 
ahle,  the  whole  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Rawson  Att  his  house  In  Mendon  att  or 
before  the  35th  of  Octobernext Insuing  the  date  hereof." 

Oct.  10.  A  rate  for  Mr.  Rawson's  salaiy,  as  above,  was  made, 
Including  the  forty  cords  of  wood,  a  copy  of  which  is  here  sub- 


Capt.  White £01  02  00 

Deacon  Warfield 00  1109 

Capt.  Chapin 01  10  03 

Samuel  Read 03  00  04 

Ensigne  Lovet 01  14  03 

Peler  Holbrook  03  05  10 

Benje  Wheelock 01  15  03 

John  Bridges 01  19  03 

John  Thomson 01  11  03 

Widow  "Winter 00  16  00 

Joseph  Plumley 00  13  08 

Bliazer  Wheelock 00  05  00 

Abram  Staples 00  10  09 

Robei'tTaft,  Sen 0]  04  08 

John  Cook 00  18  06 

Samll.  Hayward 01  06  06 

Denice  Darling 00  13  00 

John  Darling 01  03  00 

Thomas  Thayer 01   10  03 

Samll.  Thayer 01  10  00 

John  Rocket 01  03  00 

Joseph  Rocket 01  07  05 

WUli  Holbrook 02  07  09 
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Samll.  Cook UO  10  07 

Joseph  White.... 00  15  08 

Thomas  White 00  13  09 

Beth  Chapin 01  01  00 

Bcnje  Wheton 00  10  09 

John  Peck 00  13  00 

Samll.  Eeed  Jr. 01  06  03 

Joaiah  Thayer 00  18  01 

Ehen;  Thayer 00  13  03 

Isaac  Thayer 00  14  03 

Thomas  Taft 00  17  07 

Jamta  Albee.: 01  13  03 

John  Tyler 01  00  00 

JTicolaa  Cook 01  03  06 

Jonathan  Haywarii 00  18  00 

George  Pike 00  13  08 

EohertTaft  Jr 00  11  OS 

John  White 00  08  00 

Ehen  White 00  06  06 

Samll.  Warfeeld 00  07  06 

Roger  Corery 00  08  09 

Ebenezer  Staples 00  17  06 

Jacob  AJdrich 00  14  08 

AbeU  Aldrich 00  05  00 

Willi  Cheney 00  09  03 

Joseph  OhapiQ 00  10  00 

Ebenezer  Staples  for  his  wife's  estate 01  09  09 

"Wilham  Hayward 00  15  08 

Benie  Albee 00  09  00 


Benje  Ttayer 00  13  03  4 

Danill  Taft 00  07  06  3 

John  Post 00  07  00  3 

John  Lovet 00  08  03  3 

Samll.  More 00  04  00  0 

FenJinando  Thayer 00  13  08  4 

Memorandum.  "Wouls  killed  In  the  yeare  1689  betwen  the  Last  of 
March  and  y'  last  of  September  and  y*  heads  brought  to  y  Constables  and 
the  Ears  cut  off  by  them  as  the  Iiaw  diricts. 

by  Jonathan  Richorson  five  grown  wouls 5 

by  Robert  Hall,  five  whelps 5 

by  Samll  Read' three  grown  wouls 3 

by  Eleazer  Wheeiock,  one  grown  wolf 1 

by  William  Holbrook,  oue  grown  wolf 1 

by  Joseph  White,  one  grown  wolf 1" 

William  Danser  came  into  town  in  Jttly  and  was  warned  out 
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Sept,  6,  1699,  and  return  niiide  to  the  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  Oct.  3,  1699. 
The  last  record  fui'  this  yeai'  is  as  follows: 

■■  Boston  13  Dettmber  1699. 
Ihen  Received  of  Samll.  Read,  forty  sWllings  mouy   in  full  for  Mendoii 


By  an  Act  of  the  General  Court  passed  March  W,  1699,  Wells, 
Kitteiy,  York,  Amesbury,  Haverhill,  Dunstable,  Chelmsford, 
Groton,  Lancaster,  Marlboro,  Brookfield,  Deerfield,  Mendon  and 
Woodstock*  were  deelai-ed  to  be  "Frontier  Towns." 

Of  those  who  were  settled  in  Mendon,  up  to  the  present  time, 
and  were  supposed  to  be  heads  of  families,  the  following  persons 
had  died,  viz: 

George  Aldrich March  1,  1683  Samuel  Shepherd Sept.  8,  1680 

JoLn  Bprague April  6,  1683  Timotiiy  Winter May  3,  1694 

Daniel  Lovet Jan.  34,  1691  Walter  Cook Jan.  5,  1695 

JohnWarfield AprillS,  1692  Jaeob  Aldrich Get.  33,  1695 

Jolin  Thomson,  sen. . .  .Nov.  9,  1685  Samuel  Tyler Dec.  17,  1695 

Dea.  Siraon  Peck Mar.  27,  1688 


1700.  March  y'  4,  Chose  Samuel  Read, "sen.,  Ensigne  James 
Lovet,  Sergt.  William  Holbrook,  Samuel  Thayer  and  Benjamin 
Wheelock,  Selectmen;  Samuel  Read,  sen.,  Town  Clerk;  Sergt. 
Peter  Holbrook  and  John  Bridges,  Constables. 

"  Att  the  above-said  Meeting  It  passed  by  vote  that  the  five  pound  that 
is  In  Capt.  Chapin's  hands  Received  y'  last  May  ahuld  he  Improved  for  the 
use  of  procuring  anew  drum  and  ahurying  cloth  and  the  Remainder  If  any 
be  for  procuring  Amunition  for  A  town  stock." 

John  Cook  was  gi-anted  leave  to  exchange  his  land  at  Magor 

Miscok  for  land  elsewhere,  "  provided  he  dus  it  within  a  fort- 
Mr.  Rawson  was  allowed  to  leave  hia  land  upon  West  Hill,  on 

the  road  to  Eliazer  Wheelock'e  house,  and  take  it  up  on  the 

other  side  of  the  Great  Elver. 

Capt.  Chapin  and  Ensigne  Lovet  were  chosen  a  committee  to 

give  allowance  and  lay  out  the  next  division  of  land. 

» Now  in  ConnecMciit,  '        ' 
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Jonathan  Riehai-daon  wae  granted  ten  acres  of  land  "adjoin- 
ing to  the  Great  Biver  upon  the  east  side,  wheaa-e  the  Mill  River 
Bmptys  Itself  In  to  the  Great  River," 

When  it  is  understood  that  the  Mill  River  empties  into  the 
Great  River  (now  Blackatone)  below  Wooneocket  Palls,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  town  virtually  claimed  jarisdiction  beyond  any  of 
the  three  surveys  which  had,  at  that  time  been  made.  The 
soHthern  boundary  of  the  Colony  was  then,  and  for  a  long  time 
afterwaa'ds,  unsettled,  and,  perhaps,  remembering  that  posses- 
sion is  held  to  be  nine  points  of  the  law,  our  shrewd  ancestors 
considered  it  the  part  of  wisdom  to  set  up  a  claim  sufficiently 
lai'ge  enough  to  cover  what,  in  the  final  adjustment  of  the  boun- 
dary line  they  might  be  obliged  to  sun-ender. 

About  this  time  beds  at  iron  ore  had  been  discovered  in  that 
part  of  the  town  now  Blackstone,  and  the  inhabitants,  fearing, 
it  is  supposed,  the  supply  for  home  consumption  would  run 
short,  on  the  17th  of  September  voted  "  that  noe  person  should 
carry  any  mine  or  iron  ore  oat  of  or  from  the  Town's  Commons 
upon  the  penalty  and  forfeiture  of  twenty  shillings  a  load,  the 
one  half  to  the  Informer,  the  other  half  to  y*  use  of  y°  Towne. " 
The  iron  works  at  the  Falls,  which  have  been  mentioned  before, 
were  probably  furnaces  for  smelting  the  ore. 

At  the  same  time  the  timber  supply  became  a  matter  of  con- 
sideration, and  as  their  eyes  had  been  opened  in  regard  to  the 
value  of  things  under  the  eai-th,  it  was  quite  natural  for  them 
not  to  forget  the  prospective  value  of  things  upon  the  earth,  and 
hence  at  the  same  meeting  they  enacted  "  that  noe  person  shall 
fall.  Cut  or  Cai-ry  away  any  Trees,  Logs  or  any  other  sort  of 
timber  Either  wrought  or  un  wrought  oil  of  or  fi'om  the  Towne's 
Commons  upon  the  penalty  and  forfeiture  of  twenty  shillings  a 
tree,  the  one  half  to  the  Informer  and  the  other  half  to  y'  use  of 
y*  Towne. " 

Oct.  14,  Samuel  Thayer  had  liberty  to  dispose  of  or  cari^ 
away  the  iron  ore  that  had  been  dug  near  Jonathan  Richardson's 
land,  he  paying  twenty  shillings  to  Capt.  Chapin  within  three 
months,  for  the  town's  use.  Capt.  Chapin  was  to  settle  with 
those  "who  made  discovery  and  Report  of  the  digging  and  Re- 
move of  sd  mine  or  Iron  ore,"  and  "  the  ovei-plush  to  be  Re- 
turned to  the  town  if  any  be." 
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This  .year  William  Holbrook  killed  five  woIybs  and  had  their 
eai's  cut  off  by  the  the  Oonstable. 

Oct.  8.  A  County  rate  for  forty  shillings  was  made,  and 
John  Rocket,  the  Constable,  was  directed  to  collect  and  pay  the 
same  to  the  County  Treasurer,  at  Boston,  before  the  last  of  De- 
cember next. 

JfoT.  38.  The  usual  rate  for  Mr.  Bawson's  salaiy,  including 
the  forty  cords  of  wood,  was  made  this  day,  completing  the  ]'e- 
oorded  doings  of  the  town  for  the  year. 


1701.  March  3.  Selectmen  for  this  year  were  Oapt.  Josiah 
Chapin,  Samuel  Eead,  Sergt.  Peter  Holbrook,  Sergt.  William 
Holbrook  and  John  Darling;  Town  Clerk,  Samuel  Read;  Con- 
stables, Thomas  White  and  Ebenezer  Staples.  Besides  Tithing 
Men  and  Fence  Viewers,  Joseph  Rocket  and  Ja«ob  Aldrich  were 
"  to  take  care  that  the  law  about  swine  be  pat  in  execution."  - 

Ensign  Lovet,  Benjamin  Wheelock  and  John  Tyler  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  give  the  Selectmen  instructions,  and 
which  were  as  follows,  viz: 

Imprimis.  That  tliey  mate  a  Rate  seasonably  for  the  payment  of  Mr. 
Rawson'a  salary,  Hccording  to  the  town's  agi'eement. 

31y.  That  they  forthwith  take  cai'e  to  esamioe  all  men's  claims  of  debts 
owing  to  them  from  the  town  and  lay  them  before  the  town,  at  a  general 
town  meeting  warned  by  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  and,  upon  the 
town's  allowance  of  them,  to  emit  a  rate  for  the  dischargiog  them. 

81y.  That  they  make  orders  and  present  them  for  allowance  and  confir- 
mation, as  the  law  dixects,  for  the  preservation  of  wood  and  timber  gi'ow- 
ing  on  the  town's  commons  and  for  the  preventing  of  caiTying  out  of  towu 
or  transporting  timber  or  iron  ore  from  the  town's  commons.  , 

41y.  That  they  make  effectual  orders  for  the  preserving  and  keeping  up 
the  bounds  of  particular  men's  lands  that  abut  upon  the  town's  commons 
and  take  care  that  if  any  person  or  persons  have  transgi'essed  by  mowing 
or  tilling  the  town's  commons,  without  towne  order,  that  they  be  effectually 
proceeded  with  and  made  to  lay  them  down. 

It  would  have  been  well  had  instructions  like  these  been  contin- 
ued to  the  present  day.  Honest  disbursing  oflicers  would  have  no 
objections  to  such  scrutiny,  and  dishonest  ones  should  be  watched 
for  the  public  good.  Had  this  -watehfulness  been  continued 
until  the  present  day  our  ears  would  not  be  so  frequently  pained 
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with  the  startling  revelations  of  defalcation  and  embezKlenipnt  so 
ofteu  bronglit  to  our  notice  by  the  daily  papers. 

At  this  meeting  the  Selectmen,  with  Mr.  G-rindal  Rawson, 
were  instructed — 

"  To  Treat  with  Deacon  Warteeld,  upon  liia  refusal,  with  sume  other  per- 
son whom  they  shall  Judg  sutable,  to  he  A  schoole  Master  to  Teach  tlie 
Children  of  the  Towne  to  Read;  and  for  this  or  any  other  person's  Encour- 
agement In  said  work  the  Town  sliall  pay  ten  pounds  In  good  Current  pay 
att  money  price,  and  each  person  sending  cliildron  to  schoole  to  pay  one 
penny  A  Week." 

THE    SECOND   TOWM"   POUND. 

May  27.     The  Selectmen  agi^eed  with  Joseph  Plnmley — 

' '  To  erect  a  Pound  for  ttie  Town's  use,  of  thirty  foot  square,  of  six  rails, 
all  sC[uare  posts  and  the  Rails  tenanted  In  to  the  posts,  and  a  cap  framed  on 
upon  the  head  of  the  posts,  and  a  gate  of  four  feet  wide,  to  hang  the  gate 
and  finish  the  work  on  or  hetore  the  last  of  May  next  Insuing,  for  which  he 
is  to  he  paid  forty  shillings  out  of  a  town  rate. " 

The  Pound  was  to  be  set  up  between  Joseph  White's  and 
Sergt.  Staple's  "  by  or  in  the  ten  rod  highway."  This  designa^ 
tion  would  locate  it  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  present  Metho- 
dist meeting-house. 

At  the  above-said  meeting  (March  ,'i)  the  Selectmen  agreed 
with  Deacon  Warfleld — 

' '  To  keep  scool  half  a  yeare  and  to  begin  on  munday  y=  14th  of  April 
Next,  and  for  his  pains  to  have  five  pounds  In  good  Current  pay  att  money 
price,  and  one  penny  a  week  for  Every  Child  that  Coma  to  scoolle." 

So  Deacon  Warfield  was  the  first  pnblic-sehool  master,  and  by 
the  terms  of  his  contract,  he  was  simply  to  teach  his  pupils  to 
read.     Nothing  was  said  about  writing,  arithmetic  or  gi-aramar. 

April  18.  The  Selectmen  met  and  gave  the  oath,  as  the  law 
directs,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  Samuel  Read;  Thomas  Thayer,  Sur- 
veyor of  Highways;  John  Bridges  and  Joseph  Plnmley,  Fence 
Viewers,  and  to  Samuel  Thayer  and  Thomas  White,  Constables. 

This  is  the  first  record  we  find  that  the  town  officers  made  oath 
to  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties. 

March  17.  The  Selectmen,  at  a  town  meeting  held  this  day, 
presented  a  schedule  of  claims  against  the  town,  and  after  they 
were  considered,  Ensigne  James  Lovet,  John  Tyler  and  Joseph 
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Rocket  were  chosen  "  to  goe  about  the  town  and  Take  a  valua- 
tion and  bring  it  to  the  Selectmen  In  order  to  ther  making  of 
the  towue  Rate." 

Nov.  31.  Those  persons  who  had  negleoted,  until  now,  to 
bring  in  to  Mr.  Eawson  their  proportion  of  wood,  were  directed 
to  do  so  by  the  first  day  of  December  next,  or  in  default  to  pay 
after  the  rate  of  four  shillings  a  cord  in  current  pay. 

Capt.  Chapin  declaring  hie  inability  to  go  on  with  the  meas- 
uring of  the  lands,  Thomas  White  was  chosen  a  surveyor  "  bo  ■ 
lay  out  Either  with  Capt  Cliapin  or  without  him." 

At  this  meeting  it  was  Toted  that — 

"  Samuel  Bead,  sen.  for  liis  service  in  keeping  of  the  towne  booke  And 
Recording  Towne  votes,  Ratesand  other  transactions  of  the  towne,  from  the 
first  beginning  of  his  keeping  them  (1680)  until  the  beginning  of  March 
next  Inauing  the  date  hereof,  shall  have  six  pounds  in  money  or  marchat- 
able  pay  at  money  price,  and  the  price  of  wheat  was  fixed  at  6s.  per  bushel, 
Rye  at  4s.  and  Com  at  8b.  per  bushel." 

The  record  for  this  year  closes  with  tlie  entry  of  the  account 
of  Samuel  Read  and  the  annual  rate  for  Mr.  Eawson's  saliiry. 

"  &\Xhh.  BKA.D,  CREDIT  1686, 

for  one  day  Running  Line  wh.  Sherborn  19th,  Ap £00  02  00 

for  money  paid  Mr  Adington  for  y'  towne  Deed 00  03  00 

for  transcribing  acts  of  Counsel  1087 ■ 00  03  06 

for  t«a  shillings  money  Lent  to  prcuer  black  staff 00  10  00 

for  twenty-three  days  attending  y  Court  1692 03  09  00 

for  money  paid  for  purclies  of  land  of  Wansamoge  (Awas- 

samog.) 00  16  04 

for  four  days   time    about  said  Land  In  purchasing,  Deed 

possession  and  Running  y'  Line 00  08  03 

for  helping  to  lay  out  y=  Ministiy's  dubling  &  great  Lot 00  02  06 

for  3  days  &  half  takin  y  valuation  Jan.  1693-4 00  04  00 

tor  expenses  of  y'  Selectmen  In  y'  year  1688 00  17  00 

Feb,  1694  for  Recording  the  Towne  deeds  and  Court  grants, 
Committees  Acts  and  y'  names  of  j'  proprietors  In  ye 

new  book  by  order  of  y«  Selectmen 00  08  00 

Dec,  169S,  to  Capt  Chapiu  &  Serg.  Holbrook  in  money  when 

they  went  to  Court 00  06  00 

38  October  ,07  Ui  stating  the  bounds  betweene  the  pine  swamp 
and  Mr.   Emerson's  medow,  y  Ministry's  medow  and  y= 

scooll  medow  and  Renewing  the  bounds  of  said  medow 00  03  00 

January  ,97  one  jurney  to  boston  by  order  of  the  Selectmen 
to  answer  the  towne's  presentment  for  the  hyway  between 
Metfeeld  and  Meudon ;. . .  00  12  flO 
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May  ,98  to  bounding  and  Laying  towne  l>ywaya,  3  days 00  04  00 

1697  to  my  ^rls  sweeping^  meeting  liouse  one  Quai-ter  of  y« 

yeai- 00  04  00 

April  ,99  to  one  day  Running  tlie  line  from  the  North  Pond  to 

Sherhom  line  &  Recording  the  Eeturne 00  OS  00 

for  expenses  of  the  Selectmen  1699 00  13  00 

for  one  day  with   the  Survayor  to    lay  out  y=  Ministry's 

great  Lott 00  03  00 

for  taking  care  of  y'  Towne  books  and  wi'iting  of  Town 
votes  and  orders  In  the  first  book  from  the  year  1679  till 

March  1701 06  00  00 

for  expense  of  the  Selectmen  1701 00  18  00 

£16  08  00 

SAMLL.  READ,  debit. 

T<i   forty-flvc   Acres  of  Land  Granted  to  the   sd.    Read  by  the 

town  att  a  General  meeting  May  y'  1.  1693 Oo  00  00 

of  William  Holbrook,  Constable  1693  as  part  of  a  towne 

rate 01  16  00 

£6  16  00 

The  Hack  staff  for  which  Mr.  Rciid  paid  ten  shiUings  was  for 
the  Constable.  By  law  he  was  to  have  his  stafE  with  him  when 
in  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  "so  that  none  could 
plead  ignorance."  AVhat  its  lengthand  size  were  cannot  now  he 
determined,  but  as  it  sometimes  proved  "inconvenient  by  giving 
oppertuoity  to  delinquents  to  escape,"  by  an  act  passed  May  13, 
1675,  it  wae  allowed  to  the  Constable  "  when  he  acted  by  virtue 
of  a  waiTant  to  him  directed  from  atithority,"  to  carry  his  staff 
or  not  as  he  might  choose. 

The  money  paid  Mr.  Addington  was  probably  for  recording 
the  deed  of  the  North  Purchase.  The  twenty-three  days  at 
Court,  he  was  probably  serving  the  town  as  Representative, 
although  no  record  is  fottnd  of  his  election.  The  money  paid 
to  Capt.  Chapin  and  Serg.  Holbrook  was  when  they  were  sum- 
moned befoi'c  the  General  Court  for  contempt  about  the  assess- 
ment of  the  sixty-five  pounds. 

In  the  rate  for  Mr.  Rawson's  salary  this  year,  the  forty  cords 
of  wood  were  included,  each  man  being  assessed  the  propev 
number  of  feet, 
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1702.  Mai'cli  y  2.  Selectmen,  Josiali  Chapin,  Samuel  Read 
Sen.,  James  Lovet,  John  Tyler  and  Joseph  Rocket;  Samuel 
Read,  Sen.,  Town  Clerk;  John  Cook  and  Thomas  Thayer,  Con- 
stables; Hay  wards  and  Field  Drivel's  chose  for  the  first  time,  viz : 
John  Rocket  and  Joseph  Plumley. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  Januai'y,  1684,  the  town  made 
an  agreement  to  piit  up  a  giist  mill,  with  Matthias  Puffer,  upon 
the  site  of  the  mill  burned  by  the  Indians,  being  the  mill  built 
by  Benjamin  Albee. 

By  the  following  proceedings  it  is  supposed  that  Puffer  had 
failed  to  keep  the  mill  or  dam  in  proper  repair  for  twenty  years,^ 
according  to  the  terms  of  his  contract  with  the  town.  It  is 
probable  that  the  dam  had  failed  and  that  the  pond  had  disap- 
peared, as  the  town  voted  "to  prohibit  any  person  from  taking 
np  y°  Land  or  Pond  upon  any  Aceounte." 

For  building  the  mill,  Pnffer  was  to  have  fifteen  pounds, 
which  he  was  to  refund  to  the  town  if  he  failed  to  fulfil  any  por- 
tion of  the  agreement,  under  a  penalty  of  thirty  pounds.  Josiah 
Chapin  and  Simon  Peck  were  chosen  to  see  that  the  agi-eeraent 
with  Puffer  was  fulfilled.  In  the  meantime.  Deacon  Peck,  hav- 
ing deceased  May  37,  1688,  Samuel  Read  was  now  chosen  "to 
Joyne  with  Oapt.  Chapin  in  the  Management  of  y"  Agreement 
with  Matthias  Puffer  about  the  Grist  Mill." 

Whether  Puffer  refunded  the  fifteen  pounds,  or  whether  he 
repaired  the  dam  or  mill  is  not  known. 

Denice  Darling,  William  Holbrook,  Thomas  Taft  and  Peter 
Holbrook  had  liberty  to  leave  land  in  one  place  and  take  it  up 
in  another. 

Jonathan  Richardson  had  land  laid  out  on  Quick  Stream, 
where  it  empties  into  Mill  River,  a  portion  of  which  is  now 
overflowed  by  the  factory  pond  of  the  late  Edward  HaiTis,  of 
Woonsocket. 

Dec.  y*  11.  The  Selectmen- agreed  with  Samuel  Read  to  take 
care  of  Ephraim  Peck,  who,  it  is  supposed,  was  feeble-minded. 

This  year  William  Holbrook  killed  two  wolves,  and  Ebenezer 
Thayer  one,  and  their  ears  were  duly  cut  off  by  the  Constable, 
"in  the  presence  of  sirm  of  y^  Selectmen." 

A  schedule  of  the  town's  debts,  which  had  accrued  between 
the  18th  of  January,  1694,  and  the  21st  of  January,,  1703, 
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amounting  to  £37.19.05,  was  presented,  and  u  rate  was  ordered 
for  their  payment.  Upon  the  back  of  the  Coiietable's  wan-ant 
was  written  the  names  of  the  creditors  and  the  amount  to  be  paid 
to  each. 

A  Connty  tax  for  £06.01.04  was  also  assessed  this  year,  as  well 
as  the  usual  one  for  Mr.  Eawson's  aalai-y. 

Besides  these,  a  second  Connty  tax  was  assessed,  pursuant  to  a 
waiTant  fi-om  Addington  Davenport,  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  the 
General  Sessions' of  the  Peace,  for  the  sum  of  £03,00.00.  The 
warrant  was  dated  Boston,  November  14,  "In  y*  first  year  of 
her  Majesty's  (Queen  Anne)  Eeigne  annoque  Domini  1703."  In 
this  rate,  sixty-two  persons  were  taxed  in  vaiious  sums,  ranging 
fi'om  one  shilling  and  eight  pence  to  two  pence. 


1703.  March  1.  Capt.  Cliapin,  Samuel  Eead,  Eueign  Lovet, 
John  Darling  and  Samuel  Tliayer  were  chosen  Selectmen; 
Samuel  Eead,  Town  Clerk,  and  William  Holbrook  and  John 
Farnum,  Constables. 

In  1674,  the.town  had  voted  tliat  all  the  land  betweeen  Muddy 
Brook  and  Mill  Eiver  "shuld  lye  for  perpetuaU  eomon,"  but  at 
different  times  the  town  had  allowed  land  to  be  taken  up  within 
the  prohibited  limits,  and  tlie  attention  of  the  town  having  been 
now  called  to  the  fact,  it  was  voted  that  the  title  to  the  lands 
already  granted  should  not  be  disturbed,  and  that,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  straightening  their  fences,  they  might  take  in  such  quan- 
tity of  land  as  the  Committee  on  Allowance  for  the  Fourth  Di- 
vision should  deem  proper, 

John  Jones,  of  Hull,  was  gi-anted  twenty  acres  of  land  neai-  to 
Seth  Chapin's  land,  provided  he  improve  it  for  A/s  house  lot. 
Here  he  built  his  house,  upon  the  east  bank  of  Mill  Eiver.  It 
was  the  first  house  in  what  is  now  known  as  Hopedale,  in  the 
town  of  Milford.  This  gi'ant  remained  in  the  possession  of  the 
Jones  family  until  a  late  period,  and  the  house  was  taken  down 
in  1874. 

At  this  meeting  the  Selectmen,  with  Mr.  Taft  and  James 
Albee,  were  chosen  a  committee  to  devise  a  way  '*  for  the  Inlai-g- 
nient  of  y°  seats  and  making  more  i-oom  for  the  present  conve- 
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iiience  of  y*  poeple  m  y'  meeting  hoase,"  H.iid  thuy  were  to  see 
that  tlie  matter  was  speedily  attended  to. 

William  Holbrook  or  any  other  person  or  persons  had  liberty 
to  build  horee  sheds  near  the  Meeting  house,  in  the  highway, 
provided  they  build  them  on  the  east  side  of  the  way,  "  close  to 
the  fence."  Close  to  the  fence,  indicates  that  the  ten-rod  high- 
way was  not  to  be  embarrassed  by  obstructions. 

Although  there  is  no  record  of  the  choice  of  a  Representative 
to  the  General  Court,  Oapt,  Josiali  Chapin  served  the  town  in 
that  capacity,  as  the  following  record  will  sliow:  April  23,  the 
town  voted  that  "  Capt.  Chapin  should  have  liie  pay  for  his  ser- 
vices as  Eepresentative  to  the  General  Court  for  the  Town  in 
March  1703,  it  being  i£3.10s,  out  of  the  money  in  his  hands  that 
came  from  Jonathan  Bichardson  towards  his  Lott." 

A  committee  was  also  chosen  to  ascei'tain  the  total  indebted- 
ness of  the  town  and  present  the  same  for  audit  and  adjustment. 

May  24.  The  town  voted  that  hoi-ses  and  sheep  that  are  not 
■unruly  "  migiit  goe  att  Liberty  this  yeare,"  and  that  the  Hay- 
wards  should  be  indemnified  for  any  costs  resulting  from  the 
abeyance  of  their  official  duty.  The  principal  difficulty  about 
this  aiTangement  seems  to  be  the  unruly  horses  and  sheep. 

Sept.  27.  A  country  rate  (State  tax)  was  assessed  for  £36. 15, 00, 
and  "  John  Arnold  and  y"  rest  of  y°  owners  in  y"  saw  Mill"  were 
taxed  three  shillings.  This  was  the  saw  mill,  without  doiibt, 
built  by  Samiiel  Comstock  at  the  Falls  on  the  Great  (Blackstone) 
Eiver.  Another  country  rate  for  the  same  amount  was  also 
made,  as  well  as  a  connty  rate  for  twenty-six  shillings  and  two 
pence,  in  which  Capt  Josiah  Chapin  was  set  at  nine  pence,  and 
Benjamin  Albee  at  one  penny. 

The  usual  rate,  for  Mr.  Eawson's  salai-y,  was  also  made,  in- 
cluding a  separate  rate  for  the  foi-ty  cords  of  wood. 


1704.     Jan.  14.     The  following  accounts  were  audited  and 
allowed,  Viz: 

Capt.  Chapin  to  have  the  balance  in  his  hands  paid  him  by 
Jonathan  Bichai-dson,  for  a  part  of  what  is  diie  him  for  s 
at  the  General  Court. 
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The  Selectmen  to  have  forty  shillings  for  their  expenses  for 
1TO3  and  ITOS. 

.  Samuel  Eead,  Ebeneaer  Staples  and  Christopher  Winter  to 
have  seven  shillings  "for  caring  Kitt  Portengallto  Marlbor- 
ough." Kitt  must  have  been  a  hiu."d  customer  to  require  the 
services  of  three  men  to  transport. Kim  from  Mendon  to  Marl- 
boroogh, 

John  Eocket  and  Daniel  Lovet  to  have  four  shillings  and  six 
pence  for  ranning  the  line  between  us  and  Sherborn  in  1703. 

William  Holbrook  to  have  ten  shillings  for  his  "  j'uruey"  to 
Boston  aa  Commissioner  (of  aaeesament)  in  May,  1703. 

John  Darling  and  Samuel  Thayer  to  have  Ave  shillings  "dewO 
to  them"  for  repairing  the  seats  in  the  Meeting  house  in  1703. 
,  White  to  have  twenty  shillings  and  ten  pence  for 
;  and  taking  care  of  the  Meeting  hoiise  in  1702  and 
1703. 

The  town  then  voted  to  raise  and  appropriate,  to  pay  these 
debts,  the  sum  of  eight  pounds  four  shilhnga  and  eight  pence, 
and  ordered  the  same  to  be  paid  "in  Mai-chantable  Corn;  wheat 
at  four  shillings  per  bushill,  rye  att  three  shillings  and  Indian 
com  att  two  shillings  per  bushill." 

March  6.  Chose  Capt.  Ohapiii,  Sergt.  William  Holbrook, 
John  Cook,  Thomas  White  and  Samuel  Read  for  Selectmen; 
Samuel  Read,  Town  Clerk,  and  Ebeneaer  Thayer  and  Daniel 
Taft,  Constables. 

It  was  voted  the  Selectmen  should  have  twenty  shillings  an- 
anully  for  their  time  and  services. 

March  6.     William  Holbrook  was  paid  for  four  grown  wolves. 

The  following  copy  of  an  official  record  will  explain  the  status 
of  Ephraim  Peck: 

Suffolk  as.  Anno  Regina, 
Att  her  Majesty's  Superior  Court  of  Judicature  Begun  and  lield  att 
Boston,  for  and  within  the  County  of  Stiffolk  Aforesaid  on  Tuesday  tlie 
second  of  May,  Anno  Domini  one  thouisand  seven  hundred  and  four,  upon 
Reading  the  Petition  of  the  Select  Men  of  Mendon,  Therein  showing  forth 
that  Ephraim  Peck,  3oa  of  Simon  Pock,  Deceased,  an  In  habitant  In  there 
Towne  is  ao  Defective  in  liia  under  standing  as  that  he  is  incapacitated  to 
Manage  his  Estate  and  in  no  sort  Ahie  to  take  care  for  himself,  so  wiU  soon 
become  a  Towne  Charge,  If  not  timely  prevented.  And  further  that  the 
said  Ephraim  Peck  hath  sums  Heal  Estat*  in  sd  Towne,  the  Income  of 
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which  is  In  considerable,  thai,  it  will  doe  little  Towards  his  subsistance;— 
Wherefor  Pray  that  they  may  be  Impowered  to  make  sale  of  the  Heal  Es- 
tate of  the  sd  Eptraim  Peck  In  order  for  his  maintenauce  and  Paying 
the  Chargea  on  that  be  halfe  all  Bedy  Expended.  Its  Therefore  Con- 
sidered by  the  Court  (Pursuant  to  an  Act  for  the  Relief  of  Ideots  &c,) 
Tliat  the  Select  Men  of  Mendon  be  and  are  hereby  Impowered  to  make  sale 
of  the  Real  Estate  of  tlie  sd  Ephraim  Peck  for  the  ends  and  uses  Aforesaid 
and  Pass  and  Execute  good  and  sufficient  Deeds  and  Conveyances  In  the 
law  for  the  same. 

December.  A  County  rate  for  £01,06.03,  and  a  Town  rate 
for  £04.10.00,  as  well  as  tlie  usual  rate  for  Mr.  Bawson's  salary, 
was  made  and  committed  to  tlie  Constable, 

It  seems  the  recent  rate  for  the  payment  of  town  debts  did  not 
comprise  all  its  indebtedness,  as  the  Selectmen  met  the  25th  day 
of  December  and  issued  their  warrant  (the.  first  one  of  wliich 
mention  is  made,  though  not  recorded)  "  to  Couetable  Thayer  to 
warn  all  the  Inhabitants  to  meet  on  the  39th  instant,  and  to 
bring  in  their  demands  against  the  town,  ao  that  a  town  rate 
could  be  made  to  discharge  tlie  same," 

This  "recent  rate"  was  made  Jan.  17,  and  as  no  fui-tlier  as- 
sessments ai-e  found  matters  of  record,  and  as  new  names  are 
being  added  and  faraihar  ones  dropped  out,  the  nite  is  liere  in- 
serted, with  the  names  of  the  several  persons  among  whom  the 
Constable  was  to  distribate  the  amount  of  the  rate. 


Capt   Joseph  White          iOO  02  08 

Ensign  Lo^  et 

01  10 

Capt    JosiahChapm 

05  (13 

Sergt 

Peter  Holbrook 

06  06 

Samuel  Read 

04  03 

Sergt 

William  Holbrook 

00  Ob 

RobeitTafl 

03  05 

Samuel  Hayward 

06  00 

John  Bridges 

03  10 

Benje  Wheelock 

06  01 

TohnTylei 

0*  10 

Tamei  Albee 

04  01 

lohn  Thomson 

O-iOB 

Tohn  Roekit 

02  06 

loseph  Plumlej 

01  08 

Thomas  Thayei 

04  00 

Alelxander  Plumlej 

01  O'i 

Saml   Thayer 

0.  01 

lohn  Cook 

01  00 

Joiiah  Thayei 

04  02 

Nicolas  Cook 

01  06 

Ebenezer  Thayei 

02  06 

Samuel  Read  Jr 

03  07 

Isaac  Thayei 

03  08 

fleth  Chapin 

03  11 

Joseph  Eockit 

02  06 

John  White 

01  00 

Geoige  Pike 

01  00 

Danil  Taft 

01  06 

Saml  Budges 

00  11 

loUn  Post 

ni  Of 

Eben  Read 

01  Oi 

Abram  Staples 

01  06 

Willi  C!ien( 

Ul  03 

Elien  White 

01  00 

Joseph  Tatt 

01  01 
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BftmuelTtomsoii.., 

01  00 

Benje  Thayer 

OS  03 

Woodland  Thomson 

00  10 

Benje  Albee 

01  01 

Jacob  Aldrlcli 

01  03 

8aml.  Cook ". . . 

03  08 

■AbellAldrich 

01  01 

Willi  Hayward 

03  07 

Beth  Aldrich 

01  11 

Denice  Dai-ling. . . . 

01  oa 

Samuel  More 

01  oe 

John  Darling 

03  08 

Joseph  WWte 

03  04 

Danill  Darling 

.        00  10 

John  Parnum 

OS  08 

Johtt  Lovet 

01  08 

Thomas  Taft 

03  02 

Benje  Wheelock  Jr 

.         01  10 

Robert  Taft  Jr 

03  00 

John  Albee 

01  03 

Tim  Winter 

01  02 

Satnl.  Warfeeld. . . 

.        00  10 

uenje  wneton 

01  01 

Elihue  Warfeeld, . . 

00  10 

Thomas  White 

03  01 

PhOip  Amidown... 

01  00 

John  Jones 

01  07 

Ebenezer  Staples.. 

0808 

James  Emerson..,. 

01  04 

Bbenezer  Sumner. 

01  00 

John  Peck 

01  08 

Joseph  Sumuer.... 

01  00 

DedOE  Warfield.... 

00  11 

William  Sprague.. 

01  00 
£10  05  01 

Willia,iii  Holbrook,  the  Ooiistable,  (eolicetor)  was  directed  to 
pay  the  following  persons  the  aovoral  snms  set  against  their 
respective  names: 


Capt.  Chapin 

,.£01  10  00    Ens. 

Lovet 

. .£00  02  03 

Saml.  Read 

.  03  03  00 

Joseph  Rocket. . . 

. .,  00  03  03 

Josepli  White 

..  01  10  00 

John  Tyler 

..  00  05  08 

WiUi  Holbrook. . , 

, .  00  17  00 

John  Darling. . . . 

..  00  03  06 

Heirs  of  Chris,  Wii 

Samll,  Thayei'... 

.,.  00  02  06 

.  00  03  00 
..  00  01  04 

Eben  Staples 

James  AJbee 

, ,,  00  01  00 

Denice  Darling. . . 

■,,  00  01  00 

Isaac  Thayer 

..,  00  01  00 

Thomas  Thayer. . . 

.  00  01  00 

Benje  Thayer. , . . 

. .  00  01  00 

Joeiah  Thayer.... 

..  00  01  04 

John  Thomson. , . 

...  00  00  08 

SetliOhapiu 

Peter  Holbrook., 

. ..  00  01  00 
,.  00  01  00 

Eben  Thayer 

..  00  01  00 

SamlL  Read  Jr. . . 

.,  00  04  00 

£H  15  06 
The  General  Court,  by  an  act  passed  June  14,  published  June 
30,  1704,  entitled  "An  act  directing  that  the  mihtia  of  the  fron- 
tiei's  be  provided  with  enow  shoes,"  "for  the  more  ready  and  bet- 
ter, pnrsiiit  after  the  Indians  in  the  winter,  npon  the  snow," 
provided  that  so  many  of  the  soldiers  in  each  company  in  the 
frontier  towns  (of  which  Mendon  was  one),  as  the  commanding 
officers  shall  judge  most  able  and  of  best  estate  (being  not  less 
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than  one-half  of  the  company),  shall,  each  of  them,  at  his  own 
charge,  be  provided  with  a  pair  of  good  serviceable  snow-shoes 
and  mogginaons  at  or  before  the  10th  of  November  next,  nnder 
a  penalty  of  ten  shillings  and  ten  shillings  for  every  three  months' 
neglect  afterwards,  and  the  fines,  in  case  of  neglect,  to  be  levied 
by  distress. 

The  soldiers  were  to  keep  the  snow-shoes  and  mogginsons  in 
good  repair  and  fit  for  service,  and  if  upon  inspection,  they  were 
found  in  good  order,  they  were  to  be  reimbursed  three  shillings 
out  of  the  next  poll  tax.  - 

This  act  was  to  continue  in  force  during  the  present  (Indian) 
wai"-,  and  not  afterwards. 

The  "  present  Indian  wai' "  was  with  the  eastern  Indians,  when 
Major  Waldi'on  was  killed  and  the  fort  at  Pemmaquid,  with  n 
hnndi-ed  prisoners  was  taken  by  the  Indians. 

Since  1699,  when  the  known  deaths  of  the  early  settlei-s  were 
noted,  it- is  found  that  Abraham  Staples,  Sen.,  Abraham  Staples, 
Jr.,  Christopher  Winter  and  Samuel  Thomson  had  died.  Chris- 
topher, the  son  of  Timothy  Winter,  and  Samuel,  the  son  of 
John  Thomson.  Probably  some  others  had  died,  but  whoso 
deaths  were  not  recorded. 


1705.     March  5.     At  a  general  town  meeting,  Capt.  Joeiah 
Ohapin,  Samuel  Read,  Ensign  James  Lovet,  John  Daiiing  and 
Josiah  Thayer  were  chosen  Selectmen;  Town  Clerk  and  Tresis-  ' 
nrer  {the  latter  for  the  Jirsi  time),  Samuel  Head;  and  Bbeneifer 
Read  and  Benjamin  Thayer,  Constables. 

At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  that  Benjamin  Wheeloek  and  his 
silecessore  should  "enjoy .the  Mill  Pond"  so  long  as  lie  should 
keep  it  in  repair  and  serviceable  for  the  town's  use  and  no  longer, 
and  keep  within  fence. 

By  the  following  it  will  he  seen  that  Mendon  claimed  jurisdic- 
tion to  the  Blackstone  River,  as  its  southern  houndaiy,  for  they 
gi-anted  Samuel  Cook  six  or  eight  acres  of  land  neai'  Dedham 
(now  Bellingham)  line  on  the  east  side  of  the  Great  River. 

William  Cheney  had  liberty  to  leave  some  land  on  Magor  Miscok 
and  take  some  instead,  "  Neer  to  Seth  Chapin  house  Neer  the 
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Eoad  Leading  to  Sherbora, "  Magor  Misouk  is  the  ridge  of  land 
on  the  east  side  of  tlie  valley  of  Mill  River. 

Jane  6.  Robert  Hall  and  his "  heyres  "  forever  had  forty  acres  of 
land,  bounded  easterly  by  Andreses  brook,  northerly  upon  Men- 
don  north  line,  and  westerly  and  southerly  upon  the  town's  com- 
mon land;  provided  he  shonld  once  in  two  or  three  years  run  the 
bounds  with  some  of  our  town  from  our  North  Meadow  to 
y'  Northwest  corner.  This  corner  was  one  hundred  rods  west 
of  the  Great  (Blackstone)  River,  in  what  is  now  the  town  of 
Nortlibridge. 

The  Selectmen  having  met  a  Committee  of  Providence,  and 
confen-ed  with  them  about  theii'  claim  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Great  River,  made  their  report  to  the  town  September  11th,  upon 
which  the  town  directed  Capt.  Chapin  "  to  trans  mitt  y*  above 
Report  or  Complaint  to  the  General  Court  and  to  transact  that 
Affair  with  sd  Court. " 

Rev.  Mr.  Rawson  was  gi'anted  fifteen  acres  of  meadow  upon 
the  third  branch  of  Charles  River,  that  we  psiss  over  in  going  to 
Medfield;  providsd,  at  his  own  charge,  he  defends  the  claim 
which  Sherborn  makes  to  the  same,  and  carry  the  same  from 
Court  to  Court  until  the  title  shall  be  confirmed. 

The  closing  record  for  the  yeai'  was  the  allowance  of  an  account 
of  John  Darling,  in  which  was  a  charge  of  four  shillings  and  six 
pence  "for  hewing  timber  for  y'  wa«h  hoas." 


1706.  March  4.  Chose  Samuel  Koad,  James  Lovet,  Sergt. 
William  Holbrook,  Sergt.  Peter  Holhrook,  and  Sergt.  John  Dai'- 
ling.  Selectmen;  Samuel  Read,  CWrk,  and  Samuel  More  and 
Jacob  Aldiich,  Constables. 

Mai'ch  21,  In  pursuance  of  an  order  from  the  Superior  Court, 
at  Boston,  the  Selectmen  met  at  John  Peck's  house  to  divide  the 
land  devised  by  the  will  of  Simon  Peck,  to  John  and  Bphraim, 
his  sons.  To  John  was  adjudged  the  south  side,  next  to  Samuel 
More's  lot,  with  the  house,  barn  and  orchai-d.  To  Ephraira  was 
given  the  north  side,  next  to  George  Sumner's  -lot,  thirty  rode 
wide,  and  in  length  from  the  ten  rod  highway  to  Joseph  Plum- 
ley's  and  John  Bridges'  home  lots.  The  division  of  some  out 
lands,  and  the  agi'eement  of  John  to  keep  his  brother,  Ephraim, 
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from  April  8,  1706,  to  April  8,  irOf,  lor  lorby  ahilliiigs,  closes 
the  record  for  the  yeai'. 


1707.     Jan.  6.     At  a  town  meeting  held  thid  duy  the  follow- 
ing accounts  were  imdited  and  allowed: 
Sergt.  William Holbiook  for  aeiTing  as  tlie  Town's  Bepresentsi- 

live  61  days  and  money  expended £09  0.^  00 

Corperall  Joseph  White  for  sweeping  the  meeting  house 00  15  00 

Sergt.  Peter  Holbroob  for  one  jurney  to  boston 00  09  00 

Saml.  Read,  senior,  for  money  expended  of    Repairing    the 

glass  and  procuring  naills  for  fastening  the  same  att  tlie 

meeting  house 03  08  06 

Saml.  Read,  senior.     The  Town's  allowaace  to  tlie  Selectmen. . .     01  00  00 
Benje  TMyer  10  shillings  paid  for  Rumsey's  Hate 00  10  00 

£14  07  06 
FIFTH    DIVISION    OF   LANIJ. 

Thejirst  division  of  land  wjis  withont  recourse  to  the  drawing 
yf  lots  for  choice.  The  second,  heretofore  tabulated,  and  the 
choice  decided  by  lot,  was  for  a  division  of  swamp  land.  The 
ihird  was  for  completing  the  amount  of  upland,  and  the  fourth 
for  taking  up  the  meadows. 

In  i\iB  fifth  division  two  hundred  acres  were  gi'anted  to  a  f orty- 
aore  lot,  and  all  other  lots  in  like  proportion.  Previous  to  this 
division,  lai'ge  tracts  were  voted  to  lay  "for  pei'petnal common." 
Oei-tain  rules  were  adopted  to  govern  the  division,  as  that  the 
proprietors  should  di-aw  lots,  "as  it  shall  be,  by  Divine  Provi- 
dence, Disposed  to  them  "  that  the  land  shoidd  be  he  taken  in 
not  more  than  two  places,  that  cai-e  should  be  taken  to  lay  out 
their  lands  in  manner  and  fomi  "as  may  not  Spoilt  the  Lands 
and  make  it  In  convenient  for  such  as  foUow,"  and  for  poor  land 
the  Committee  were  authorized  "  to  make  K  up  In  Quantity  by 
giving  two  acres  for  oneor  Les  If  they  Judge  It  sufficient."  The 
committee  were  to  take  care  that  convenient  highways  were  to 
be  left,  and  alter  the  line  "wheai'e  the  way  Cannot  bo  conve- 
niently ly  by  the  sides  or  ends  of  the  Lotts. "  When  one's  turn, 
by  lot,  should  come,  he  shall,  in  three  days,  if  in  town,  or  upon 
one  week's  notice,  if  out  of  town,  proceed  to  lay  out  his  share, 
and  should  he  so  neglect,  be  sliall  lose  his  torn,  and  so  on  so  long 
as  he  neglects.     The  Surveyor  was  to  give  each  man   timely 
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notice  of  his  turn,  bo  that  the  devidant  may  not  be  hindered  from 
proceeding,  and  proprietors,  by  needless  delay,  kept  from  their 
right.  Any  two  of  the  Selectmen,  with  the  Surveyor,  were  con- 
stituted a  committee  to  oversee  the  division. 

The  meeting  was  then  ndjonrned  to  the  next  day,  Feb.  4, 
1707,  when  the  lots  were  drawn  as  follows,  viz: 


1.  Benje  Thayer. 

3.  James  Emerson, 

3.  Peter  Holbrook. 

i.  John  Spragiie. 

5.  Woodlanii  Thomson. 

e.  Danil  Taft. 

7,  Saml.  Bead.  ^ 

8.  Saml.  Cook. ' 

0.  Samt,  Tyler. 

(I.  Timothy  "Winter. 

1.  Jonathan  Thayer. 
Z.  John  Faruura. 

S.  John  Bookit. 

*.  Savill  Simpson. 

S.  Thomas  Taft. 

B.  Thomas  White. 

r.  Benjamin  IVheelock, 

3.  y"  daughters  of  John  Sprague. 

J,  John  Jonea. 

%  George  Sumner. 

1.  Epliraim  Chapin. 

J.  Joseph  Chapin, 

t.  John  Cook. 

1,  William  Sprague. 

5.  Nathaniel  Morse. 

i.  John  Corbet, 

1.  John  Wliite, 

f,  Benjamin  Wheton. 
t.  Isaaek  Thayer. 

).  Jonathan  Ricliardson, 

1.  .lohn  Tliomson. 

!.  Thomas  Thayer. 

[.  John  Green. 

V.  Jolm  Alhee. 

i.  Saml.  Hayward,  jr. 

I.  Josiah  Thayer. 

'.  Capt.  Josiah  Chapin. 

I,  James  Lovet. 


3ft.  Jolm  Thompson,  jr,, 

40.  .Toahua  LazeU. 

41.  Jolm  Peck, 

42.  Ebenezer  Staples. 
48,  Joseph  Plumley, 

44.  Mr,  Qrindal  Eawson. 

45.  Joseph  Whit«. 

46.  James  Albee, 

47.  Saml.  Thayer, 

48.  Nicolas  Cook. 

49.  Ebenezcr  Thayer. 

50.  Joseph  Rocket. 

51.  Saml.  Hayward. 
BS.  Ehenezer  White. 

53.  Ebenezer  Sprague. 

54.  Robert  Taft, 

55.  Ephraim  Staples. 

56.  Jacob  Staples. 

57.  John  Bridges. 

58.  Saml.  Read,  Jr., 

59.  Saml.  More. 

60.  Abraham  Staples. 

61.  Ephraim  Peck. 
63.  Jacob  Aldrich, 

63.  Angell  Torrey. 

64.  John  Staples. 

65.  William  Hayward. 

66.  Benjamin  Wheelock,  jr., 

67.  Decon  Warfeeld. 

68.  Jonathan  Hayward. 
6ft.  The  Ministry  Lot. 

70.  Ebenezer  Read, 

71.  John  Post, 
73.  John  DarliDg. 

73.  Elxsander  Plumley. 

74.  Seth  Chapin. 

75.  TheScoolLot, 
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I'revious  to  this  division  the  town  set  apart  large  tracts  of 
land  "  to  Lye  for  perpetuall  common  for  the  town's  nse,"  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

1.  All  that  land  from  the  West  River  at  Abraham  Staples' 
meadow  to  Wigwam  Hill,  then  to  Chestnut  Hill,  including  both, 
then  to  the  lower  end  of  Hopp  brook  meadow  and  then  home 
to  the  Mill  River,  "  to  lye  for  perpetuall  common  for  the  use  of 
the  Proprietors,  their  heyres  and  suck  sessors,  except  that  land 
is  all  Redy  granted,"  home  to  the  centre  of  the  town. 

ii.  All  the  land  between  the  several  places  before  mentioned 
and  the  G-reaf  River,  except  land  already  laid  out  or  may  be 
taken  up,  in  the  fifth  division. 

3,  All  the  land  from  Mill  River  to  Quick  Stream  and  from 
thence,  by  our  line,  to  Dedham  tree  at  Second  Bridge  (Chai-les) 
River  and  so  home  to  the  town,  except  what  is  ah'eady  granted. 

4,  All  the  land  from  Second  Bridge  River,  at  the  mouth  of 
Beaver  Pond  brook  to  the  upper  end  of  Beaver  Pond  meadow, 
thence,  taking  in  Bare  Hiii,  to  the  upper  end,  then  home  to 
Sherborn  road,  by  Ensigne  Lovet's  plain,  home  to  the  centre  of 
the  town,  except  what  is  already  granted. 

5,  All  that  land  east  from  the  Mill  River,  at  John  Jones' 
house,  one-half  mQe  wide,  to  the  town  line;  also,  all  the  land  from 
the  MiU  River  at  the  upper  end.  of  the  North  Meadow  over  to 
the  south  side  of  Hungry  Hill,  thence  to  the  falls  upon  the  saw 
mill  brook,  then  home  to  the  "West  River,  then  down  said  river 
to  Abraham  Staples'  meadow,  home  to  the  centre  of  the  town, 
except  what  may  already  be  gi'anted, 

March  3.  -For  Selectmen,  Saml.  Read,  Robert  Taft,  John 
,  Darling,  Saml,  Thayer  and  Josiah  Thayer,  Clerk,  Saml.  Read. 
Constables,  Ephraim  Chapin  and  Benjamin  Wheelock,  jr. 

It  seems  the  contract  made  with  Mr.  Rawson  (the  minister) 
to  prosecute  and  defend  the  Sherborn  claim  against  a  piece  of 
meadow,  had  been  annulled  and  set  aside;  (probably  by  mutual 
agreement)  and,  in  consequence,  the  town  took  action  upon  the 
matter,  as  follows  viz:  "Voted  that  C^t.  Chapin  shuld  In  the 
-  behalf  of  the  towne  discourse  with  and.  If  he  think  It  be  for  the 
Town's  Interest,  to  Retaine  a  Lawyer  to  Manig  our  Afaire  with 
Sherborn  concerning  the  Olaime  they  make  to  our  Meadow  Within 
their  Line."    This  dispute,  without  doubt,  arose  from  the  Gen- 
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ei'a]  Court's  grant.  May  19,  1669,  of  ninety  acres  "  without  our 
line."  How  tbe  controversy  was  terminated  neither  record  or 
tradition  informs  us.  As  the  coveted  meadow  was  within  the 
territoiial  hmita  of  Sherborn  it  is  not  prohable  the  matter  was 
adjusted  without  resort  to  the  law. 

At  this  meeting  the  Selectmen  were  instructed  "  to  take  ac- 
count of  the  former  Treasurer  of  what  money  he  had  disposed 
of  of  the  town's. " 

The  only  record  we  have  of  the  choice  of  a  Treasurer  is  in 
1705,  when  Saml.  Eead  was  chosen  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

While  Sherborn  men  were  vexing  us  on  the  east  side  of  the 
town  other  troubles  were  brewing  on  the  west  side,  as  is  learned 
by  tlie  following  action  of  the  town,  Oct.  17th,  it  was  voted 
"that  Capt.  Chapin  shnld  have  money  out  of  the  Towne  stock 
for  the  carrying  on  of  the  Afaire  about  our  Land  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Great  Eiver,  that  is  now  in  controversy  with  the 
Providence  men," 

Oct.  20th.  A  road  was  laid  out  from  the  country  road,  a  lit- 
tle beyond  the  School  meadow  brook,  to  the  land  of  Saml.  More, 
on  the  pine  plain,  on  this  side  of  West  River.  The  old  Streeter 
road. 

The  road  from  Uathan  R.  George's  old  house  over  Muddy 
Brook  and  Neck  HiU  to  the  road  leading  to  the  mill,  neai-  where 
Lewis  B.  Gaskill  now  lives,  as  also  the  road  now  known  as  Gas- 
kill  street  were  laid  out  this  year. 


1708.  ^February  6.  At  a  town  meeting  held  this  day  Capt. 
Josiah  Chapin  was  chosen  Commissioner  of  Assessments  and 
Ensigne  Lovett,  William  Holbrook  and  John  Tyler,  Trustees  to 
take  a  valuation. 

At  the  same  meeting  the  town  debts  were  found  as  follows, 
viz; 

To  Sergt.  William  Holbrook  for  service  at  the  General  Court, 

seventy-five  days &n  m  W 

To  Joseph  "White  for  sweeping  the  meeting  house,  1707 00  15  00 

To  Selectmea  the  Towne's  allowance  for  y'  yeare  1707 01  00  00 

To  the  Town  Clerk  for  1706-7 01  00  00 

To  Capt.  Chapin  for  the  charge  of  11  men  to  Bhokalog 01  03 .00 
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To  Oapt.  Chapin  and  4  men  to  boaton  &  7  horses  3  days 01  14  00 

To  Capt.  Chapin  &  i  men  to  boston  att  the  Superior  Court 03  00  00 

To  Hobert  and  Joseph  Taft  in  Becompence  for  being  carryed  to 

Providence 00  13  00 

To  Sergt,  Darling  and  Tliomas  "Wlilte  for  running  the  line  be- 
tween Dedham  and  Mendon  00  04  OG 

To  the  Towne  for  two  pounds  drawn  out  of  the  towne  stock 
by  order  of  the  town  to  defray  the  charges  about  Providence 
men '. 03  00  00 

£21  14  06 

The  Selectmen  were  ordered  to  make  a  town  rate  to  pay  the 
debts  above  stated. 

The  charges  of  Capt.  Chapin  and  of  Robert  and  Joseph  Taft 
undoubtedly  Lad  reference  to  the  then  existing  controversy  about 
the  boundai-y  line  between  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island, 
Inasmuch  as  Robert  and  Joseph  Taft  were  to  be  recompenced  for 
the  eaiTying  them  away  into  Rhode  Island,  it  is  presumed  they 
were  made  prisoners  during  the  campaign  about  Shokalog  under 
Capt.  Chapin,  How  long  they  were  held,  in  durance  vile,  over 
the  border,  we  do  not  know,  but,  as  their  ohai'ges  for  the  indig- 
nities they  were  subjected  to  were  moderate,  we  presume  their 
sojourn  in  the  enemies'  country  was  not  of  long  duration, 

March  1.  The  town  chose  for  Selectmen,  Ensigne  James  Lov- 
et,  Sergt.  John  Dai'ling,  Thomas  Thayer  and  Saml.  More;  Town 
Clerk,  Saml.  Read;  Constables,  Robert  Taft,  jr.,  and  Isaac 
Thayer. 

About  this  time,  it  is  supposed  that  the  increasing  number  of 
the  inhabitants  led  them  to  the  consideration  of  the  timber  supply 
for  the  future.  One  would  suppose  that  the  extent  of  territory 
which  must,  at  this  period,  have  been  covered  with  forest  would 
not  be  likely  to  impress  upon  the  people  the  danger  of  a  timber 
famine.  Be  that  as  it  may  the  town  voted  "  that  no  more 
Cedar  swamp  should  be  laid  out  in  any  division  of  land,  and  also 
that  any  one  transporting  shingles  or  clapboards  out  of  town, 
or  selling  them  to  any  one  out  of  town,  should  forfeit  three  shil- 
ings  and  six  pence  for  each  hundred  of  clapboards  and  five  shil- 
lings for  each  thousand  of  shingles  so  ti-ansported  or  sold. " 

Oapt.  Chapin,  Wilham  Holbrook  and  Thomas  White  were 
chosen  to  give  the  Selectmen  instructions  for  this  yeai*. 
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.  John  Peck  was  to  have  fifty  shillings  for  keeping  his  bi-otlier, 
Ephraim,  from  Feb.,  1707,  to  April  8,  1708. 

Mendon,  Sept.  27.  1708. 
Heceived  of  the  several  Constables,  or  their  order,  According  to  Town 
Agreement,  the  whole  of  the  Annual  Salarys  due  to  me  by  the  town  vote, 
UQtill  the  twenty-fifth  of  Marcli  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  five  for 
which  thia  is  the  discharge  of, 

Gbindaii  Rawson. 


1709.  Jun.  8.  At  a  public  town  meeting  it  was  voted  to 
erect  a  school  honse  twenty  feet  in  length,  sixteen  feet  wide  and 
seven  feet  between  joints. 

This  was  the  first  school  house  bnilt/and  was  situated  upon 
the  hill  below  Deacon  Wai"field's  house,  being,  as  near  as  can  be 
ascertained,  upon  the  site  of  the  family  cemetery  of  the  Messrs. 
George.  Serg.  Peber  Holbrook,  John  Tyler  and  Saral.  Thayer 
were  chosen  as  the  Building  Committee  and  were  instmeted  to 
have  the  house  finished  by  the  last  day  of  June  next. 

March  7.  Selectmen,  Deacon  Peter  Holbrook,  John  Tyler, 
John  Darling,  Saml.  More  and  Saml.  Read,  jr.;  Town  Clerk, 
Saml.  Read,  sen.;  Constables,  James  Emerson  and  John  Albee; 
Town  Treasurer,  Ensigne  James  Lovet;  Highway  Surveyors, 
Tithing  men.  Fence  Viewers  and  Field  Driver's  were  also  chosen. 

This  year  the  assessment  for  wood  for  Mr.  Eawson  could  be 
paid  in  wood  or  money  at  the  option  of  the  tax  payer. 

The  persons  hving  on  Mr.  Eawson's-  farm  had  libei-ty  "  to 
build  a  place  for  their  Kelief  upon  the  Sabbath  day,  between 
the  meeting  house  and  the  town  pound."  Mr.  Eawson's  fai'm 
was  in  what  is  now  TJxhridge,  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  mills 
of  C.  A.  &  S.  M.  Wheelock.  The  place  of  Relief  was  what,  in 
later  times,  was  called  a  Noon  House.  It  consisted  of  one  room 
with  a  large  hearth  in  the  centre  and  a  square  hole  in  the  roof 
immediately  over  the  heai-th.  When  the  weather  required  it  a 
fire  of  charcoal  was  kindled  upon  the  hearth  in  the  morning,  and 
the  baskets  and  pails  containing  the  dinners  were  arranged  upon 
its  outer  edge.  At  noon  the  room  would  be  found  wann  and  com- 
fortable, and  the  occupants,  ha'ving  eaten  their  frugal  meal,  re- 
turned to  the  meeting  house  to  pai-take  of  the  spiritual  food 


dbyGOOgIC 


158  ANNALS    OF    MKNDON.  J1709. 

furnished  by  the  afternoon  service.  As  riding  upon  horse-back 
was  the  principal  mode  of  conveyance,  the  inevitable  horse- 
block always  stood  neai'  the  door  of  the  Noon  House. 

Deacon  Warfleld  was  installed  as  school  master  in  the  new 
school  house  this  year,  and  was  to  be  paid  (salary  not  stated)  out 
of  the  first  town  rate. 

March  10.  At  an  adjourned  meeting  from  Mai-eh  7th,  it  was 
voted  to  "Inlarg  the  present  Meeting  hous  the  full  breadth  of 
sd  house,  and  ten  feet  down  street  and  ten  feet  up  street,  the 
.  full  hight  of  the  body  of  the  house.  A  Rooff  to  cripple  on 
upon  the  RufE  of  the  former  house  att  each  end."  Galleries 
were  to  be  built  in  boththe  new  ends  with  stairs.  To  cover  the 
expense  an  appropriation  of  fifty  pounds  was  made. 

Whether  the  carpenter  vpaa  to  have  the  fifty  pounds  in  addi- 
tion to  "what  is  useful  of  the  timber  and  bords  of  the  present 
house,"  the  record  furnishes  no  intimation.  The  following  was 
the  vote  of  the  town; 

"That  what  is  useful  of  the  timber  and  borda  of  the  present  bouse 
should  be  bis  that  doth  the  work,  by  finding  Nails  for  the  whole,  and  Re- 
move and  sett  up  the  windows  to  be  Removed  In  the  places  In  sd  New 
ends  and  find  sleepers  &  bords  for  and  Lay  the  floorea  and  lo  Carry  tlie 
body  of  the  seats  so  far  aa  to  make  it  flush  at  the  outside  of  y°  pi'esent 
house  and  to  make  the  seats  in  both  new  ends  below." 

A  Latin  School  Masteb. 
"  Where  as  A  scoole  Master  la  wanting  to  teach  the  Children  to  Reed, 
writ  and  cifer,  as  the  Law  Diricts;  and  Mr.  Eawson  ofEering  the  Towne 
that  if  the  Towne  would  Retain  A  Latin  Scoole  Master  for  four  years  he 
would  give  said  Soooll  Master  his  bord  all  the  said  time,  therefore  voted 
that  the  Towne  accept  of  sd  offer  and  doe  Resolve  lo  Eetaine  a  Latin 
scoole  Mpster  for  sd  Towne  for  four  years  and  to  give  Twenty  pounds  A 
year  for  that  service." 

Whether  a  Latin  school  master  was  retained  by  the  town  is  a 
matter  of  some  uncertainty  as  no  further  mention  is  made  of 
the  subject. 

Aug.  39.  Further  alterations  were  directed  to  be  made  in 
the  meeting  house.  The  front  gallery  was  to  be  removed  to  the 
same  breadth  with  the  new  gallery  and  new  floored,  seated  and 
fronted  as  the  new  ones  are  to  be  and  that  Mr.  Evans  was  to 
have  ten  pounds  and  sixteen  shillings  for  making  the  a 
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Mr.  Eawson  and  Mr,  Coffin  each  had  liberty  to  build  a  pew  in 
the  meeting  house. 

Nicholas  Cook  had  liberty  to  leave  two  acres  "Near  Brak  neck 
hill."  This  Brak  Neck  Hill  is  now  called  Pond  Hill,  and  lies 
upon  the  north  side  of  Mendon  Pond,  formerly  called  Wipmuck 
Great  Pond. 


1710.  March  6th.  For  Selectmen  the  town  chose  Lieut, 
James  Lovet,  Samuel  Thayer,  Saml.  Read,  jr.,  Seth  Chapin  and 
Samuel  More;  Town  Olerk,  Saml.  Eead,  sen.,  and  Saml.  Read, 
.  jr.,  to  lahe  care  of  the  Bay  Book  in  Ms  father's  absence;  Con- 
stables, Danil  Hill  and  Eliazer  Daniels;  Treasnrer,  James  I^ovett, 

The  absence  of  Saml.  Eead,  sen.,  was  occasioned  by  being 
Bepreaentative  at  the  General  Court,  at  Boston,  where  he  served 
fifty-six  days,  for,  eight  pounds  and  eight  shillings. 

It  seems  that  there  was  something  unusual  in  the  conduct  of 
swine,  this  year;  as  the  town  voted  they  should  be  "yoked  and 
wringed  as  the  law  directs,"  and  then,  fearing  their  vote  would 
not  be  duly  observed,  or  that,  being  yoked  and  wringed,  would 
not  afford  sufficient  protection  against  their  depredations,  a  com- 
mittee of  thirteen  good  men  and  true  were  charged  with 
the  faithful  execution  of  their  order.  The  names  of  this  com- 
mittee were  Samuel  Cook,  Seth  Chapin,  Danil  Taft,  Joseph 
Rockit,  Eliazer  Daniels,  John  Darling,  jr.,  Fi'ancis  Green,  Alex- 
ander Plumley,  Joseph  White,  jr.,  Timothy  "Winter,  Nathan 
Tyler,  Banjamin  Albee  and  Benjamin  Darling. 

The  practice  of  instructing  the  Selectmen  was  still  kept  up, 
and  this  yeai-,  Josiah  Chapin,  Esq.,  Robei-t  Taft,  sen.,  and 
Thomas  White  were  chosen  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

For  the  first  time  we  find  that  repaii's  of  the  highway  were  to 
be  defrayed  by  a  tax.  By  this  we  learn  that  "  standing  out  the 
highway  tax  "  is  not  an  innovation  of  modem  times;  for,  when 
the  town  voted  the  highway  tax,  they  gave,  as  a  reason,  for  the 
novel  procedure,  "  that  every  man  may  know  and  doe  his  pro- 
portion of  work  seasonahly." 
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1711.  March  5.  Lieut.  Jamea  Lovet,  Samuel  Read,  jr., 
Samuel  More,  Thomas  Thayer  and  Thomas  Sanford  wore  chosen 
Selectmen;  Samuel  Read,  Town  Clerk;  James  Lovet,  Town 
Treasurer,  and  Dani!  Lovet  and  Ebenezer  Sumner,  Constables. 

John  Thomson,  John  Corbit  and  others,  had  liberty  to  build 
a  saw  mill  on  the  town's  common,  "on  Second  Bridge  (Charles) 
Eiver,"  below  the  Dedham  Tree.  This  tree  was  upon  a  bend  (WE 
Charles  Eiver,  a  little  north  from  the  house  of  BlUs  Bullard  in 
BeUingham.  Dedham  trees  were  also  mentioned  at  other  points 
on  the  line  between  Dedham  and  Mendon.  The  saw  mill  was  on 
the  north  bank  of  Chaiies  River,  a  short  distance  to  the  north- 
west from  the  BeUingham  Station  on  the  Air  Line  Railroad. 

George  Pike  had  twenty  acres  of  land  gi-anted  him  upon  the 
west  side  of  Mumford's  River,  southerly  from  Ebeneaer  Read's 
grist  mill. 

The  late  Judge  Rawson,  of  Harrington,  E.  I.,  gave  me  the  fol- 
lowing accorrnt  of  the  origin  of  tlie  name  given  to  this  river.  A 
man  by  the  name  of  Mumford,  joui'neying  from  Brookfield  to 
Mendon,  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  was  drowned  in  attempting  to 
ford  it  during  a  freshet.  This  was  before  there  was  any  settle- 
ment in  the  westerly  part  of  Mendon,  now  Uxhridge.  The 
body  was  recovered  in  due  time,  and,  as  the  bodywas  fast  de- 
composing, and  the  weather  warm,  a  chestnut  tree  was  out  down 
and  the  bai-k  removed,  at  a  suitable  length,  for  a  cofHn.  In  this 
the  body  was  pla<!ed  and  strongly  bound  with  withes.  It  was 
buried  upon  the  site  of  the  present  public  house  in  Usbridge; 
and,  many  years  afterwards,  when  a  cellar  was  dug  at  the  place, 
the  remains  of  the  coffin  and  the  bones  of  Mumford  were  found. 
The  mystery  was  soon  explained,  as  a  man,  living  in  Mendon, 
remembered,  when  a  boy,  riding  on  a  horse  behind  the  Coroner 
to  view  the  remains.  The  di-owning  of  Mumford  had  already 
given  the  river  its  name  and  the  finding  these  relics  satisfac- 
torily identified  his  place  of  burial. 

It  seems  the  controversy  with  Sherbom  about  the  meadows 
had  not  been  amicably  adjusted,  as  the  town  voted  "to  stand 
by  benjemin  Thayer  In  the  Defence  of  his  meadow  within 
Sherborn  Line."  Benjamin  Thayer's  meadow  was  undoubtedly 
a  portion  of  the  ninety  acres,  "without  our  line,"  granted  by 
the  General  Court  in  1669. 


dbyGOOgIC 


1711.]  ■     ANNALS    OF    MENDON.  IfJl 

Samuel  Read  was  to  have  six  acres  of  land  "In  y'  pine 
plaine  or  upon  Mnmford's  river,  in  full  for  services  ;is  Town 
Clerk  for  three  years,  viz.  for  1708,  1709  &  1710." 

About  this  time  the  enlai'gement  of  the  meeting  house,  wo 
suppose,  was  nearly  or  quite  completed,  as  the  town  chose  a 
committee  of  nine  "  to  seat  the  meeting  house."  This  seating 
the  meeting  house  undoubtedly  meant  the  assignment"  of  seats 
to  tlie  congregation,  ae  no  one  had  a  pew  except  Mr.  Eawson 
and  Mr.  Coffin.  The  seating  the  meeting  house  was  probably  a 
delicate  matter,  as  we  find  this  committee  was  made  up  of  the 
leading  men  in  the  town,  consisting  of  Josiali  Chapin,  Esq., 
Samuel  Read,  James  Jjovet,  Robert  Taffc,  William  Hollbrook, 
Seth  Chapin,  Samuel  Thayer,  Joseph  White  and  Thomas 
Sanford. 

Mr.  Eawson  was  allowed  to  build  a  pew  for  the  use  of  his 
family,  "between  the  two  middle  posts  wheai'e  the  Gfreat  door 
is,"  the  town  to  allow  him  thirty  shiUiugs  for  his  present  pew. 
Robert  Evans  was  to  have  six  acres  of  land  for  building  two 
j)ews,  one  on  each  side  of  Mr.  Rawson's  pew.  The  forty  cords 
of  wood  to  be  furnished  Mr,  Rawson,  annually,  were  commuted 
by  the  addition  of  ten  ponnds  to  his  yearly  salary,  thus  lessening 
the  milikiTy  duty  of  the  train  band,  by  the  amount  of  time  and 
manual  exercise  it  would  take  to  prepai-e  the  forty  cords  for  the  . 
fire. 

Samuel  Wai-field  had  an  acre  and  a  half  adjoining  his  other 
land,  "near  the  old  Saw  MiU  upon  Fall  brook."  The  name  of 
Fall  brook  is  not  elsewhere  mentioned  in  the  records,  and  as  the 
farm  now  (1876)  improved  by  Richard  G,  G-askiU,  had,  until 
recently,  long  been  in  possession  of  the  Warfield  family,  the 
most  reasonable  presumption  seems  to  be  that  the  "  old  saw  miU 
upon  Fall  brook  "  stood  near  the  machine  shop  of  Mr.  Wesfccott, 
familiarly  known  as  Spindleville. 
■  Abel  Aldrich,  Seth  Aldrich  and  Jonathan  Richardson  were 
this  year  exempted  fi-om  "  the  meeting  house  rate,  and  also  their 
pole  mouey  to  the  minister  rate  for  the  futirre."  As  no  reasons 
are  given  for  this  action  of  the  town,  we  can  only  conjecture 
that  they  had  become  converts  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Friends  in 
this  regard. 

From   a  settlement  with   James   Lovet  we   learn  that  the 
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it  of  the  mefiting  himse  cost  forty-nine  piinnds  n,nd 


ten  shillings. 


1712.  March  3.  Oliose  for  Selectmen  and  AuMssors,  Joeiali 
Chapin,  Esq.,  Samuel  Head,  William  Hayward,  John  Jones 
and  Samuel  More;  Town  Clerk,  Samuel  Read;  Town  Treasuer, 
James  Lovet;  Commissioner,  William  Holbrook;  Constables, 
John  Thomson  and  Alexander  Plumley. 

"In  answer  to  a  paper  presented  to  IJie  Towne  att  this  time  by  WiUiam 
Hopkins  bearing  Date  third  day,  Concerning  sura  Iron  Mines  wh  sd 
Hopkins  and  Daniel  Jenks  caU  theirs,  within  our  bounds,  tJie  towne  att  sd 
meeting  pased  A  vote  In  answer  to  the  sd  paper,  and  forthwith  sent  them 
this  Answer,  that  all  the  mines  that  was  in  the  towne's  Oomon  was  pro- 
hibited from  being  transported  att  a  public  towne  meeting  Sept.  1700,  and 
as  for  any  that  was  In   Impropriated   Lands  they  might  repair  to   the 

These  iron  mines  were  in  the  south  east  part  of  what  is  now 
the  town  of  Blaokstone,  in  the  vicinity  of  Mill  River. 

At  this  meeting  the  Cedar  and  other  swamps  to  the  amount 
of  nine  hundred  acres  it  was  voted  should  be  divided  by  the  fol- 
lowing rule:  A  forty  acre  lot  should  have  thirty  acres,  and  other 
lots  in  the  same  ratio. 

A  road  was  laid  out,  tliis  year,  from  the  country  road  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Great  River  to  the.  saw  mill  and  corn  mill  on 
Mumford  river,  being  the  present  road  leading  from  Taft's 
bridge  to  Uxbridge  centre, 

Jahez  Bellows  had  twenty  acres  of  land  gi-anted  him  in  Shoc- 
olog  Woods,  near  Shoeolog  Fond,  This  is  in  the  southerly  pai-t 
of  Uxbridge. 

Dec.  32.  At  a  public  town  meeting,  called  for  the  pui"pose, 
the  following  accounts  were  audited  and  ordered  to  be  paid: 

To  Josiah  Chapin  Esq.  for  7  days  at  Court  and  3  daya  Laying 

highways £01  05  00 

To  David  Thompson  for  sweeping  the  lueeting  house 01  00  00 

To  BanJ.  Eead  for  B6  days  att  Court 08  08  00 

And  service  as  Clerk  and  laying  highways  and  other  service,  03  03  00 

To  our  Scliool  Master's  Salary  from  y  1  December  to  1  May, ...  05  00  00 

To  his  bord  y*  said  time 04  00  00 

To  William  Hayward 00  10  00 
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To  John  Jones 00  14  00 

To  John  Tyler  for  4  (lays  about  y*  Miuiatiy  and  Sfiool  lots. 00  10  00 

To  Thomas  White  4  days  laying  out  sd  lots  &  2  days  running 

llDes 09  18  00 

To  Saml.  Read  Jr.  for  4  days  about  ad  lots 00  10  00 

To  Saml.  More 01  01  00 

To  Ebenezer  Read  for  one  Journey  of  his  horse  to  boston 00  03  00 

To  Lieut.  Lovet  to  1  day  running  line 00  03  00 

To  John  Thomson  to  1  day  runuing  line 00  03  00 

To  Daniel  Lovet  for  20  s.  Lost  by  John  Eiice  & still,  their 

rates 01  00  00 

£27  13  08 

Colonial  tax  for  this  year £99  14  00 

County  tax  ■'        15  00  06 

Minister's  salaiy       "         66  00  00 

Town  rate  "         37  19  08 

£208  14  03 

Deacon  Warfleld  having  retired  from  his  position  as  thej?rs/ 
aehool-master  of  the  town,  the  following  action  was  had  in  rela- 
tion to 

A   NEW    SCHOOI^MASTBB. 

"MbndonNov.  13.  1713  the  Select  men  mett  In  order  to  Procure  a 
Scoole  Master,  the  Towae  being  destitute  of  one,  and  being  Informed  of 
one  Robert  Huaae  att  boston,  who  had  been  formerly  Imployed  In  that 
service  att  Eastham  and  of  his  termes:  Agreed  to  ludever  the  obtwning  of 
liim,  ordered  the  Clerk,  In  their  name,  to  send  him  word  and  desire  liim 
to  be  In  Redynea  when  soever  A  hors  was  sent  for  him  to  come  up,  which 
was  don  Ihe  Next  day;  but,  weather  preventing,  the  hora  waa  not  sent 
until  the  10th.  of  December  and  he  came  to  Mendon  the  13th.  of  sd 
Month:  y»  13th.  the  Select  men  mett  to  conclude  of  Lis  farther  proceeding 
and  that  his  time  shall  begin  the  first  of  December  and  end  y*  first  of  May, 
for  which  he  shall  have  five  pound  paid  him  for  his  service  and  his  Diet 
the  sd  time,  and  to  beg^n  at  John  Parnuiii's  and  tiier  continue  untill  the 
3Sth  of  January." 


1713.  March  2.  Chose  Robert  Eyens,  Thomas  Saiiford, 
Sanil.  Thayer,  Saml.  Cook  and  Ebenezer  Snraner,  Selectmen; 
Saml.  Read,  Town  Clerk;  Robert  Eyens,  Saml.  Cook  and 
Thomas  Sanford,  Assessors,  and  Daniel  Thurston  and  Seth  Al- 
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drich,  Constables.  Seven  Surveyors  of  Highways,  four  Tithing 
men  and  ais  Fence  Viewers  were  also  chosen, 

Mai'ch  33.  Josiah  Chapiii,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Commissioner  of 
Assessments,  and  James  Lovet  Town  Treasurer,  and  "  to  have 
ten  shillings  a  year  for  y  four  years  past." 

Moses  Aldrich  had  liberty  to  continue  his  shop  upon  the 
Common  "  so  long  as  he  Improves  tlie  Sliop  for .  Smithery 
work." 

It  seems  the  controversy  with  Sherbora  about  the  "meadows 
withoiit  our  line  "  had  not  yet  been  adjusted,  as  will  appear  by 
the  following  vote: — 

"  Whereas  the  Town  of  Sherhorn,  In  the  County  of  Middlesex,  Pretend 
an  Intei'est  In  Meadows  Granted  to  this  Towne,  It  is  Necessary  that  A. 
Trjall  he  made  ia  the  Law  to  Defend  the  Towue's  Interest,  other  ways  to 
accommodate  the  Difference  being  found  fruitless,  it  was  voted,  that  if 
Benjamin  Thayer,  who  claims  a  portion  of  the  disputed  meadows  would 
make  a  lest  case,  the  town  would  guarantee  him  tlieir  proportion  of  tlie 
costs  of  the  law-suit." 

The  Committee  of  Nine,  chosen  in  1711,  "  to  seat  the  meet- 
ing hOEse,"  did  not  sitcceed  in  making  satisfactory  assignments, 
as  we  find  that  Deacon  Tyler,  Deacon  Jones  and  Deacon  San- 
ford  were  deputed  to  see  if  a  more  satisfactory  an-augement 
could  be  devised. 

Before  proceeding  to  lay  out  the  "  Cedar  and  other  swamps," 
it  was  voted  to  divide  300  acres  of  the  Cedai-  swamps — ten 
acres  to  a  forty  acre  lot  and  others  in  the  same  proportion. 
Every  man  was  to  lay  out  his  proportion  of  Cedar  swamps  first, 
before  "the  other  swamps"— to  draw  lots  for  choice — to  notify 
the  man  who  came  next  after  him,  and  to  layout  hiashai-e  within 
tliree  days  after  notice,  or  else  stay  "  untill  all  other  Lotts  "  are 
laid  put,  (except  hindered  by  Providence)  "tlien  to  fall  in  the 
next  opportitnity. " 

THE   UEAUGHT   OF  THE    HIXTH   DIVISION. 

1.  Mr.  Grindal  Rawson.  ■  7.  Daniel  Lovet. 

a.  Ebenezer  Staples.  8.  Benjamin  WheeI.ock  jr. 

3.  John  Famum.  9.  Danil  Taft. 

4  John  Corbit.  10,  Moses  Aldrich. 

5.  Jacob  AJdricii,  11.  Benjamin  Thomson. 

fl.  Samuel  Bridges,  IS.  Benjamin  Wlieelock. 
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13.  Abraham  Staples. 

14.  Ebenezer  Cooke. 

15.  Bylvanus  Holbrook. 

16.  Josiah  Thayer. 

17.  Benjamin  Albee. 

18.  Seth  Ohapin. 

19.  Woodland  Tliomson. 
■  30.  James  Emerson. 

21.  Robert  Taft. 

32.  Joseph.  Taft. 

33.  Ebenezer  White. 

34.  John  Darting,  sen. 

35.  Thomas  White. 

36.  John  Thomson  jr. 

37.  John  Daniels. 

38.  Obadiah  Wheelock. 

39.  Joseph  White. 

30.  Richard  Holbrook. 

31.  John  Holbrook 

33.  John  Thomson,  sen. 

33.  John  Conk,  sen. 

34.  Alexander  Plumley. 

35.  James  Lovet. 

36.  Tliomas  Prentice. 

37.  Capt,  Josiah  Ohapin. 

38.  Samuel  Thayer. 

39.  John  Peck, 

40.  Peter  Holbrook. 
4 ! .  Mary  Warfleld. 
43.  Samuel  Read  jr. 

43.  David  Aldricli. 

44.  Robert  Taft  jr. 

45.  Benjamin  Taft. 

46.  Jonathan  Thayei'. 

47.  Jonathan  Richai'dson, 

48.  Jolm  Oreen, 

49.  Jolm  Albee. 

!>0.  Wilson  Rawson. 

51.  PhiUp  Amydowne. 


53.  Nicolas  Cooke. 

54.  Nathaniel  More. 

55.  John  Post. 

56.  Ephraim  Peck. 

57.  Tliomas  Thayei'. 


58.  Benjamin  Wheatou. 

59.  Jabez  Bellows. 

60.  Abell  Aldrioh. 

61.  Joseph  Cliapin. 
63.  John  Arnold. 

63.  Joseph  Sumner. 

64.  James  Alliee. 

65.  Jolm  Aldrich. 

66.  EboneKcr  Tyler. 

67.  Samuel  Cook. 

68.  Thomas  Taft. 

69.  Elihue  Warfeld. 

70.  Samuel  More. 

71.  Eheaezer  Thayer. 

73.  John  Cook,  Junior.      . 

73.  John  White. 

74.  Joseph  Rockit. 

75.  John  Sprage. 

76.  Seth  Aldrich. 

77.  William  Hayward. 

78.  Joseph  Plumley. 
79. 

80. Holbrook. 

81.  John  Jones. 
83.  Peter  Aldrich, 

83.  JonaOian  Hayward. 

84.  Robert  Evens. 

85.  Thomas  While, 

86.  Samuel  Warfeld. 

87.  Benjamin  Hayward. 

88.  Samuel  Thayer. 

89.  Beuoni  Benson, 

90.  Danil  Hill, 

91.  Isaac  Thayer. 
93.  Joseph  White  jr. 

93.  Benjamin  Darling. 

94.  Ebenezer  Read. 

95.  James  Albee  jr. 

96.  John  Bprage's  Cliildren. 

97.  Joseph  Holbrook, 

98.  Daniel  Thurston, 

99.  Timothy  Winter. 

100.  John  Gardner, 

101.  David  Thomson. 
103,  John  DarliuK  jr. 
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103.  Jethro  Coffin.  107.  Jouatlian  Cook. 

104.  Saml,  &  Wm.  Holhrook.  108,  Edmond  Rawson. 

105.  Epkraim  Ohapin.  100.  Benjamin  Thayer. 

106.  William  Sprage. 

I  ^  May  12.  Josiah  Ohapin,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Representative  to 
•^  "  tlie  General  Court  "for  y°  yeare  Insuing."  This  is  fhe  first 
record  of  the  choice  of  a  Representative;  but  that  others  had 
been  chosen  before  we  leam  from  their  accounts  rendered  to  the 
\^  1  town  for  such  service.  Timothy  Winter,  Joeiah  Ohapin,  Wil- 
liam Holbrook  and  Samuel  Read  had  already  served  the  town  in 
that  capacity,  William  Holbrook,  who  served  in  1707,  was  paid 
£11.0'?,  for  seventy-five  days,  that  being  the  length  of  the  ses- 
sion. 

Rev,  Grindal  Rawson,  for  some  time  before  his  death,  was 
unable  to  supply  the  pulpit.  We  leara  this  from  the  following 
record;  "  Nov.  33, 1713,  Josiah  Ohapin  Esq.  was  to  have  three 
pound  paid  him  for  hording  Mr.  Joseph  Adams  for  one  quarter 
of  a  year  past  and  fifteen  shilling  for  keeping  of  his  hors." 
Deacon  Tyler  "was  also  authorized  to  take  money  out  of  the 
town  treasuiy  to  pay  Mr.  Adams  for  hia  Labor  the  two  laet  Sab- 
baths; and  If  sd  money  comes  In  by  Oontry  bution,  within  one 
month,  then  to  Return  the  same  to  the  Treasurer,  otherwise  to 
be  made  up  by  the  Towne." 

Upon  examination  of  the  Cedar  swamps  they  were  found  to 
fall  far  short  of  giving  to  each  proprietor  ten  acres,  as  the  town 
had  fonnerly  voted.  In  this  dilemma  Thomas  White,  th^  Sur- 
veyor, Left.  Robert  Evens,  Thomas  Thayer  and  Ebenezer  Eead 
were  chosen  a  committee  "to  take  a  Oir  "cumf eranee  of  the 
Oedar  Swamps "  and  to  apportion  to  each  of  the  proprietors 
their  proper  number  of  acres,  according  to  their  several  rights  as 
their  lots  ai'e  already  drawn. 

John  Gardner's  ear  mark  (the  first  one  on  record)  was  as  fol- 
lows, viz:  "A  fork  in  the  Right  Eai-e." 

Nov.  33.  The  town's  debts,  incurred  during  the  present  mu- 
nicipal yeai',  and  for  the  payment  of  which  a  rate  wae  made, 
was  found  to  be  as  follows,  via: — 

To  pay  the  Scool  Master, 800000 

To  huild  the  Scool  house 15  00  00 

To  Josiah  Chapift  Esq.  for  serving  as  Representative 13  03  00 
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To  the  Asisessors 01  13  O9 

To  the  Town  Clerk 00  10  00 

To  Mr.  Coffln  for  hinges  for  doors  in  y«  Meeting  house 00  09  00 

To  John  Thomson  for  sweeping  t)ie  Meeting  house 01  00  00 

Money  In  the  Treasurer's  hands 04  II  03 

£55  03  09 
How  long  Mr.  Adams  supplied  the  pulpit  is  not  known,  and 
iviiether  any  one  else  wa£  called  to  Mr.  Itawson's  assistance  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  1715,  the  records  are  silent;  hut  as  his 
salary  was  voted  in  1714,  it  is  probable  that  he  continued  his 
ministerial  labors  to  within  a  short  time  of  his  death. 


To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  General  Assembly  of  her  Majesty's 
Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,  at  Boston  the  27th,  of 
May  1713. 

The  Petition  of  .Jethro  Coffin,  of  Mendon, 
Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  whereas  the  General  Court  of  the  late  Colony  of  the  Mas- 
aachusetta,  in  the  year  1673,  did  Grant  unto  your  Petitioner's  Father,  Peter 
Coffl.n,  Esq.  two  huadred  Acres  of  upland  and  about  Thirty  or  Forty  Acres 
of  Meadow,  which  Grant  your  Petitioner's  said  Father  was  pleased,  by 
deed,  to  give  and  make  over  to  your  Petitioner,  who  herewith  presents  a 
Piatt  of  the  Taking  up  and  laying  out  of  the  same  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Township  of  Mendon, 
And  humbly  pi'ays  your  Excellency  and  Honors  Confirmation  therefor. 
And  as  in  duty  bound  he  shall  pray, 

■Tethko  Coffin, 
In  Council  May  3.  1713. 
Read  and  Granted  a  confirmation  of  the  Land  contained  in  the  Piatt  so 
that  it  be  free  from  any  former  grant. 

Isaac  Addinoton,  Sec. 
Sent  down  for  concurrence. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  13.  1713. 
Head  and  Concurred. 

John  Burkill,  Speaker. 

In  the  Colonial  Eecorda,  book  3d,  p.  709,  may  he  found  the 
grant  made  to  Peter  Coffin,  as  follows: 

At  tlie  Second  Session  of  the  General  Court  for  Elections  held  at  Boston 
8th.  day  of  October  1673  on  their  adjournment. 

Wee  the  Subscribers  being  appointed  by  the  Honorable  General  Court 
May  15  1673  to  Examine  and  State  Lient,  Peter  Coffin's  account  Reiatingto 
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the  Masts  Contracted  for  witli  bim  Anno  1666  by  a  Committee  Appointed 
for  tliat  end;  which  Masts  were  seat  a  present  to  Lis  Majesty  Anno  1668, 
having  esamined  the  same  do  finde  one  hundred  pounds  Due  to  Jiim  from  . 
the  Country  (colony)  besides  his  own  care  and  paines  in  procuring  the  said 
Masts,  which  he  Leaving  to  the  pleasure  of  the  General  Court,  W"ee  do  pre- 
sent to  the  Consideration  tJie  Allowing  him  Two  Hundred  Acres  of  up 
Ijand  and  about  Thirty  or  Forty  Acres  of  Meadow  where  he  can  find  not 
yet  laid  out,  wliich  we  Suppose  he  may  well  deserve  and  will  i!e  no  less 
satisfactory  to  him. 

Dated  in  Charles  Town  June  11,  1673. 

John  LBVEitETT, 

RlCHAKD  El  Stl  1 1 

Lawkencil  Hammond 
Tlic  Court  approves  of  this  Returne  and  orders  the  Treasurer  of  tlie 
Country  (Colony)  to  make  him,  the  said  Peter  Coffin  satisfaction  accord 
ingly,'  and  the  Land  Desired  is  Granted  un^  him 
Copy  as  of  Record, 

I&AAC  Addihoton  Sec 

A  survey  and  plat  of  this  gi-aiit  was  made  b>  Thomab  White, 
Siiryejor  of  the  town  of  MondoQ,  April  1,  1713,  ami  the  same 
may  be  found  in  the  Archives  of  Massachusetts — "Ancient  Plane, 
Grants  Ac.  1641  to  1715  p.  341." 

Mumford'g  River  and  the  west  line  of  Mendoii  ai-e  designated 
upon  this  plat.  The  present  village  of  Whitinsville  is  situated 
upon  the  northeastern  portion  of  this  tract.  A  road  called  the 
French  Road  passed  the  northeastern  comer. 


1714.  March  1.  Lieut.  James  Lovet,  Capt.  Seth  Ghapin, 
Dea.  John  Jones,  Dea.  Thomas  Sanford  and  Ebeneaer  Read  wore 
chosen  Selectmen;  Joaiah  Chapin,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  As- 
sessments; Samuel  Read,  Town  Clerk,  James  Lovet,  Treasurer, 
and  John  Corbet  and  John  Post,  Constables. 

March  3.  The  Selectmen  agreed  with  Martin  Pearse  to  keep 
school  at  seventeen  pounds  for  one  year,  "with  board  and 
Dyett." 

July  30.  It  was  voted  that  the  school  be  kept  six  months  in 
the  centre  of  the  town  and  the  other  other  six  months  "upon 
the  out  scirts  of  the  town." 

John  Post  was  chosen  Constable  at  the  annual  meeting,  and 
then  refused  to  serve;  but,  as  such  refusal  subjected  him  to  a 
fine  of  five  pounds,  as  set  forth  in  a  Province  law,  passed  Nov. 
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16,  1693j  it  is  supposed  that  John  Post  reconsidered  the  matter 
and  presented  himself  before  John  Chandler,  Esq.,  one  of  her 
Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  SufEolk,  and 
took  the  oath  of  Constable  for  the  ensuing  year. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  Sept.  y°  31.  1714?  the  following  ac- 
counts were  audited,  and  they  were  ordered  to  be  paid,  tiz: — 

To  Mr.  RawBon's  Salary £65  00  00 

To  the  School  Master's  Salary  &  subsistence 13  00  00 

To  Josiah  Chapin  for  9  days  attendance  at  the  Gleneral  Court  & 

(1)  one  copy  of  record 01  08  00 

To  Oapt,  8eth  Chapin  2  days  about  y"  North  Purches 00  04  00 

To  Joseph  Holbrook  for  1  day  ruuDing  with  Sherborn 00  03  00 

To  Samuel  Read  for  1  jurney  upon  the  account  of  the  North  Pur-  ■ 

ches,  to  proove  y^  deed  and  tobrantry 00  10  00 

To  Thomas  Whi1«  for  his  first  survey  of  )«  Cedar  swamps 01  01  00 

To  Thomas  White,  for  surveying  and  plotting  y  North  Purches.  00  00  00 

To  8er.  Joseph  White  to  boston  to  prove  y*  deed 00  06  00 

To  Thomas  White  for  4  days  sur  cumfrencing  Cedai'  swamps  and 

running  line  with  Sutton  3  days 01  01  00 

To  pay  our  Representative  for  this  year,  1714. 08  00  00 

To  the  Committee  for  sur  comfering  the  Cedar  swamps 

To  Lieut  Evens  4  days.. 00  10  00 

To  Thomas  Thayer,  8  days 00  07  00 

To  Ebenezer  Read,  4  days 00  10  00 

To  the  Towne  Treasurer 00  15  00 

To  the  Selectmen 01  00  00 

To  ITiomas  Saaford  for  1  jurney  to  boston 00  0600 

To' Thomas  White  and  benje  Green  1  Jurney  to  Marlborough 00  06  00 

To  Woodland  Thomson,  for  sweeping  the  meeting  house 01  00  00 

To  the  Town  Clerk 00  10  00 

£9S  02  00 

Before  this  it  seems  that  Thomas  Taft  had  bnilt  a  bridge  oyer 
the  G-reat  (Elackstone)  Itiver,  and  attempts  had  been  made  to 
get  a  road  laid  out  to  it  fi'om  the  town.  This  bridge  is  supposed 
to  have  been  in  an  easterly  direction  from  the  house  of  the  late 
Hon.  Bezaleel  Taft,  bat  the  land  damage  demanded  by  Thomas 
Taft  was  thought  to  be  excessive,  and  so  the  project  of  building 
a  road  to  it  was  abandoned. 

This  year  the  town  lines  between  Mendon  and  Sherburne,  and 
Mendon  and  Sutton  were  perambulated  by  committees  from  each 
town.     Between  Mendon  and  Sutton  for  the  first  time. 
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1715.  Jan.  11.  The  Proprietors  held  a  meeting  this  day, 
pursuant  to  a  warrant  from  Josiah  Chapiii,  Esq.,  one  of  iiis 
s  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  and 
8  Capt.  Seth  Ohapin  Moderator,  and  Samuel  Read,  Sen.,  for 
Clerk. 

At  the  first  settlement  of  the  town,  all  were  proprietors;  that 
is,  all  the  unappropriated  land  was  held  in  common.  Out  of 
this  common  land,  when  a  new  comer  desired  a  grant,  if  he  were 
to  become  a  proprietor,  the  words  "entitled  to  hie  share  in  all 
future  divisions  of  land,"  would  he  embodied  in  the  vote  of  eon- 
cession;  if  this  phrase  was  not  found  in  the  vote,  the  gi'antee  ac- 
quired no  interest  in  the  unappropriated  lands — he  did  not  be- 
come a  proprietor. 

Although  lands  were  disposed  of  in  town  meetings,  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  such  votes  wei-e  only  passed  by  the  proprietors. 

It  may  be  seen,  from  time  to  time  who  were  proprietors,  by 
consulting  the  record  of  the  various  divisions  of  hmd. 

The  Eev.  Grindal  Eawson,  after  a  ministry  of  thirty-five  years, 
died  Feb.  6,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  From  these  figures 
we  learn  that  he  began  to  preach  at  the  age  of  twenty-two., 

Mr.  Rawson  was  the  twelfth  and  youngest  son  of  Bdwai-d 
and  Rachel  (Perne)  Eawson,  and  was  born  Feb.  1,  1659,  accord- 
ing to  the  inscription  on  his  grave  stone,  in  the  burying  yard  at 
Mendon.  The  Eawson  Memorial,  by  E.  B.  Crane,  gives  Jan. 
33,  1659,  as  his  birth-day, 

Edward  Eawson  was  born  in  Gillingham,  in  Dorsetshire,  Eng- 
land, and  came  to  New  England  in  1636,  or  1637,  and  settled  in 
the  town  of  Newbury,  in  the  County  of  Essex.  He  was  one  of 
the  grantees  of  that  town,  and  its  second  Town  Clerk,  andwhieh 
office  he  held,  by  successive  annual  elections  from  1638  to  1647. 
He  was  chosen  as  Representative  to  the  General  Court  in  1638, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-three.  He  was  at  other  times  also  a  mem- 
ber of  that  body  until  1650,  when  he  was  elected  Secretary  of  the 
Colony.  Tliis  office  he  held  until  the  usurpation  of  Andres, 
when  Randolph  succeeded  him,  in  1686.  He  removed  to  Boston, 
npon  being  chosen  Secretaiy,  and  lived  in  Rawson's  lane,  after- 
wards known  as  Bromfleld  street. 

Rachel  Pei'ne  was  a  grand-daughter  of  John  Hooker,  whose 
wife  was  sister  to  Edmund  Grindal,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
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in  the  reign  of  Qaeeii  Elizabeth.  Henee  the  names  of  Periie, 
Hooker,  Edward,  and  Grindal  often  occur,  as  Christian  names, 
in  the  families  of  the  Eaweons. 

Grindal  Eawson  gi-adnated  at  Harvard  College  in  1678,  and 
atndied  divinity  with  hie  brother-in-law,  the  Rev.  Samnel  Torrey, 
of  Weymouth.  He  man-ied  Susanna  Wilson,  daughter  of  Rev." 
John  Wilson  of  Medfield.  He  began  to  prea«h  in  Mendon,  Oct. 
4,  1680,  and  was  permanently  settled  April  1,  1684. 

At  his  graduation.  President  Oakes,  when  conferring  the  de- 
grees, made  special  mention  of  John  Cotton,  Cotton  Mather  and 
Grindal  Rawson.  Mr.  Rawson  was  an  excellent  scholar  and  a 
leai-ned  divinOj  as  the  General  Conrt,  it  is  said,  sometimes  re- 
ferred gi'ave  and  knotty  questions  of  ecclesiastical  polity  to  him 
for  solution. 

He  publisheda  work,  entitled  "Confession  of  Faith,"  in  the 
English  and  Indian  langnagea.  He  preached  an  Artillery  Elec- 
tion sermon  in  1703,  arid  also  an  Election  sermon  before  the 
Governor  and  the  General  Court  in  1709,  and  they  were  both 
printed.  In  1698,  in  conjunction  with  the  Rev.  Samuel  Dan- 
forth,  of  Taunton,  pursuant  to  insti-uctions  from  the  Commis- 
sioners for  Pi-opagating  the  Gospel,  he  made  an  extended  tour 
among  the  Indians.  An  interesting  report  of  this  mission  may 
be  found  in  the  First  Series  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Col- 
lections, vol.  10. 

Mrs.  Eawson  long  survived  the  death  of  her  husband.  She 
continued  to  reside  at  Mendon,  and' died  at  an  advanced  age. 

The  following  epitaphs  ai'e  copied  from  the  tablets  erected  to 
their  memories,  in  the  old  burying  yard: 

Here  Lyeth  Interr'd 
the  body  of  the  Reverend  Mr. 


The  late  faithful  and  learaed  Pastor 
of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Mendon, 

who  di6d  April  6,  1715, 

and  entered  6  days  into  y'  57  year 

of  his  age  Deceased  the  36th 

year  of  his  Ministry. 

The  memory  of  the  Just  is  Blessed. 
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Here  lies  inter'd  y' 
Remains  of  Mrs.  Susan- 
na Rawson  Belict  of 
y=  late  Rev.  Mr.  Grindal 
RaWBon  Pastor  of  y' 
Church  of  Ohviat  in 
Mendoa  and  daughter 
to  y  Rev  Mr.  John  Wil- 
son 1st.  Minister  of  y' 


WJio  departed  this  life 
Juiy  Sill.  A,  Domini  1748 
In  ye  84Ui.  year  of  her  age." 

March  7.  Thomas  Sanford,  Samuel  Thayer,  Sergt,  John 
Thomson,  Oapfc  Sefch  Ohapin  and  Samuel  Bead,  Jr.,  were  chosen 
Selectmen;  Thomas  Sanford  Town  Clerk;  James  Lovet,  Town 
Treasurer;  Justice  Chapin,  Commissioner;  and  John  Holbrook 
and  Benjamin  Taft,  C«nsfcablee. 

As  usual,  a  committee  was  chosen  to  iustntcfc  the  Selectmen, 
but  their  instructions  were  not,  as  formerly,  made  the  subject  of 
record. 

March  38.  Justice  (Josiah)  Chapin,  Elder  Read,  Deacon 
Tyler,  Samuel  Thayer  and  Thomas  Sanford  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee "  to  take  care  to  provide  a  Minister  for  the  Town,  from 
time  to  time,  until  they  shall  provide  a  man,  so  far  to  the  Town's 
acceptance,  as  to  give  a  call  to  settlement. "  Whether  this  com- 
mittee were  sufficiently  diligent  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty, 
we  do  not  know,  but  up  to  September  no  one  had  been  found  to 
the  town's  acceptance  for  a  call  to  settlement;  and  so,  on  Sept. 
8,  the  town  chose  Sergt.  Joseph  White  and  James  Emerson  "  to 
strengthen  the  Committee  to  provide  a  Minister." 

At  this  meeting  sixty  pounds  were  raised  to  pay  town  debts 
and  contingent  charges  "  so  far  as  it  will  extend." 

Thomas  Hill  had  his  tax  of  seven  shillings  and  six  pence 
abated,  "  provided  y'sd  Hill  never  Eeturn  into  y'  towne  again  as 
an  Inhabitant." 

Jnne  31.  It  was  voted  "for  the  first  Minister  that  shall  settle 
in  this  towne  one  hundred  pounds,  or  the  Ministry  Lot,  in  said 
town,  and  for  a  yeai'ly  salary  seventy  pounds  in  money. 
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1716.  Jan.  38.  A  town  meeting  having  been  warned  for  this 
day,  the  inhabitants  met,  and  (for  some  reason  not  mentioned) 
without  transacting  any  basinees,  adjourned  \intil  the  next  day 
at  8  o'clock  A.  M.,  when  the  road  and  "the  bridge  that  Taft 
biiilt/'  being  called  np,  the  town  voted  that  all  directions  here- 
tofore given  to  tlie  Selectmen  to  lay  out  said  road  "  should  be 
hereby  Eecalled  and  forever  stand  Repealed  in  the  Town  Book." 

March  5.-  Thomas  Sanford,  Lieut.  Robert  Evens,  Robert 
Taft,  Jr.,  Josiah  Thayer  and  Jacob  Aldrich  were  chosen  Select- 
men; Thomas  Sanford,  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer;  Josiah 
Chapin,  Commissioner,  and  Jolm  Mai-sh  and  John  Gardner, 


This  year,  instead  of  choosing  a  committee  to  instruct  the  Se- 
lectmen, the  town  simply  voted  that  those  fimetionaries  "  should 
secure  y°  towne  from  the  penalties  of  The  Law  for  y°  ensuing 
year;" 

A  committee  was  also  chosen  "  to  vew  the  accommodation  of 
a  way  from  the  Iron  Works  to  Dedham  Line. " 

The  Iron  Works  were  situated  in  the  eastern  part  of  what  is 
now  the  town  of  Bla^ikstone,  known  as  Lower  Canada  or  East 
Blackstone.  The  ccfntemplated  road  was  undoubtedly  the  road 
leaving  the  main  or  Rehoboth  road  at  the  Seth  Kelly  house,  and 
running  to  Bellingham. 

It  seems  there  must  have  been  a  contest  about  the  road  to 
Taft's  bridge,  as  August  13th  the  town  chose  Thomas  Sanford, 
Josiah  Thayer  and  Jacob  Aldrich  a  committee  "to  go  to  the 
Great  River  to  view  &.,  if  They  see  CAuse,  to  lay  out  a  way  over 
the  Great  Biver  and  to  agree  with  the  owners  of  the  land  the 
Road  may  go  through.  Either  over  the  Taft's  bridge  or  Down 
streem  by  the  Scull  Rock,  as  they  shall  see  fit." 
■  This  road  left  the  old  road  to  Uxbridge  a  little  to  the  east  of 
West  River  and  ran  southerly  by  the  factory  of  Samuel  Scott. 
It  is  wholly  in  the  town  of  Uxbridge  and  Blaokstone. 

At  this  meeting  the  Selectmen  were  instructed  to  prefer  a 
petition  to  the  General  Court  "Relating  to  the  Settling  the 
Province  Line." 

SETTLEMENT  OF  REV.  JOSEPH  DORE,  THE  FOURTH  MINISTER. 

Pel),  9.     "Att  a  piiblick  Town  Meeting  Leagally  warned  for  Clioice  of  a 
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Minister,  as  the  law  directs,  it  was  then  proposed  to  the  Town  to  Bring  m 
their  votes  for  Their  Concurrence  in  tlie  Church's  choice  of  the  Bev,  Joseph 
Doit  to  Be  Their  Pastor,  which  was  accordingiy  Don  and  voted  to  he  tlie 
Town's  Minister." 

Feb.  30.  "Att  A  Puhlick  Town  Meeting  Leagally  warned  to  agree  with 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Joseph  Dorr,  when  both  the  Church  and  Town  have  aUredy 
Made  choice  of  for  their  Minister  (both  Relating  to  fiis  Settlement  aad  Sal- 
ary) it  was  voated  to  add  unto  the  one  hundred  pounds  heretofore  granted 
to  the  first  Minister  that  shall  settle  among  us  and  Confirme  the  s.ame  on 
tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Joseph  Dorr  the  sum  of  Sixty  pounds  to  be  paid  in  Labour 
and  Materials  Towards  building  him  a  house,  in  said  Town,  as  there  may 
be  occasion  thereof.  Also  to  add  to  the  sixty  pounds,  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
same  confirmed  unto  the  Rev.  Mr.  Joseph  Dorr  so  long  as  he  shall  remain 
the  Town's  Minister,  the  sum  of  five  pounds  per  annum." 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Justice  (Joeiab)  Chapin,  Elder 
Read,  (Samuel)  Deacon  John  Tyler,  Samuel  Thayer  and  Thomas 
Sanford,  were  chosen  by  the  town  Feb. -Sdth,  "To  settle  and 
Confirm  the  above  mentioned  Agi-eementa  with  the  E«v;  Mr. 
Joseph  Dorr  and  enter  the  same  upon  Record  in  the  Town  Book, 
and  They,  together  with  him,  to  signe  the  Agi-eement." 

Mbhdon,  Feb.  34,  1718. 

Att  a  General  Town  Meeting  for  Election  of  a  Minister  on  y'  9th  Day  of 
February  Current  (Voated)  Mr.  Joseph  Dorr  to  settle  among  us  in  The 
work  of  the  Ministry,  we  whose  names  are  hereunder  written,  being  a 
Committee  Chosen  by  the  Town  at  a  Public  Town  Meeting,  upon  the 
Twentyeth  Day  of  february  Current  (in  the  Town's  behalf)  To.  Confirm  the 
agreement  by  voat,  made  with  him  Relating  to  his  Settlement  and  SaJlery 
which  are  as  follows,  do  Agi'ee. 

Imprimis.  That  they  will  give  him  for  a  yearly  Sallerj'  The  sum  of 
aeaventy-five  pounds  per  annum,  after  y*  first  year  &  the  first  year  sea venty 
pounds  To  be  paid  in  money.  The  one  Moiety  to  be  Collected  and  paid 
in  unto  the  Town  Treasurer  on  or  before  y'  last  day  of  October  yearley 
and  The  other  Moiety  on  or  before  The  first  day  of  March  yeai'ly,  and  the 
Treasurer  to  Issue  and  make  up  his  accompt  with  Mr.  Joseph  Dorr  on  or 
before  the  last  day  of  March  annually.  The  above  sd  Sallery  to  be  and 
continue  unto  him  so  long  as  he  shall  carry  on  The  work  of  tlie  Ministry 
in  and  for  the  Town. 

Sndly.  That,  they  will  give  for  Settlement  or  Encouragement  the  sum 
of  One  hundred  and  sixty  pounds.  One  hundred  pounds  in  money.  The 
one  Moiety  To  be  assessed.  Collected  and  paid  in  unto  the  Last  day  of 
November  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1718,  and  the  other  moiety  on  or  before 
that  day  twelve  month  and  Sixty  pounds  to  be  paid  in  Labour  &  materials 
for  and  towards  the  building  of  him  an  house  amongst  us,  to  be  assessed 
and  paid  in  unto  him  as  There  shall  be  occation  Thereof. 
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3dly.     That  tlie  time  of  Mr.   Dorr's  Sallery  to  begin  to  Commence  TVie 
first  of  April.  1716. 

Committee,  Josiah  Chapin, 

Saml.  Read, 

Thos,  Sanfobd. 

Tlie  Proposals  Above  written  I  accept  And  freely  Acquiesce  in,  In  order 
to  IJie  End  tlierein  Specilied,  the  Day  and  year  above  written. 

As  witness  my  hand  ' 
Signed  in  presence  of  us,  JosErii  DoitR, 

Sbth  Chapin 

his 
Josiah    /    Thayer. 


Mr.  Dorr  was  the  youngest  son  but  one  of  tbe  Kov.  Edwsu-d 
and  Elizabeth  Do]t,  and  was  bora  in  Eoxbury  about  1689  or 
■  1690,  the  day  of  his  birth  is  not  found  upon  the  Church  Records 
of  Roxbury.  He  married  Maiy.  daughter  of  Rev.  Grindal  Raw- 
son,  his  predecessor  in  the  ministry,  April  9,  1724,  and  contin- 
ued in  the  ministry,  at  Mendon,  until  his  death  Mai'ch  9,  1768, 
aged  79. 

Mr.  Dorr  graduated  at  Harvai'd  College  in  1711  and  received 
the  degi'ee  of  A.  M.  in  course.  His  wife  was  the  great  grand- 
daughter of  the  ReT.  John  Wilson  thejirst  minister  in  Boston. 

Tradition  corroborates  the  tnifch  of  the  inscription  on  his 
tombstone  in  the  ancient  burying  yard  at  Mendon,  and  which 
is  as  follows:  "He  was  endowed  with  good  sense.  His  tem- 
per was  mild  and  placid.  He  excelled  in  the  yirtnes  of  meek- 
ness, patience,  temperance,  sobriety,  grayity,  benevolence  and 
charity;  was  a  good  scholar,  a  learned  Divine  and  exemplary 
christian. " 

Sept.  6.  At  a  town  meeting  it  was  voted  to  raise  money  by 
contribution  to  prepare  for  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Joseph  Don-, 
and  that  Deacon  Nathan  Tyler,  Mr.  James  Eeith  &  Nathaniel 
Rawson  be  men  appointed  by  the  town  to  take  care  of  the 
provision  &  attend  at  Mrs,  Eawson's  thereabouts,  &c. 

Also  voted  that  those  "that  went  jomeys  from  time  to  time 
to  provide  ministers  for  the  town,  since  Mr,  Eawson's  decease, 
should  have  their  Reasonable  expenses  of  money  allowed  them 
by  the  town." 
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At  this  meeting  forty  pounds  were  raised  to  defray  town 
cliarges,  and  sixty  pounds  to  build  Mr.  Doit's  house,  and  it  was 
also  Toted  that  the  Selectmen  should  repair  the  meeting  house. 

Mr.  Doit's  house  was  built  near  the  present  house  of  James 
J.  Nutter,  neai-ly  opposite  the  road  leading  to  Northbridge. 

The  last  record  for  the  year  was  the  doings  of  a  Proprietors' 
Meeting,  held  Dec.  34,  when  they  voted  that  all  the  Pi-oprietora 
should  furnish  the  Clerk  {of  the  Proprietors)  with  an  account 
of  their  several  rights  so  as  to  have  the  same  recorded  by  the 
middle  of  January  next. 

The  falling  short  of  the  cedai-  swamps  and  the  failure  to  enter 
at  the  Clerk's  oifice  many  tracts  already  laid  out,  had  hitherto 
prevented  the  laying  out  of  the  Sixth  Division  already  voted. 
It  was  now  decided  that  "  none  of  the  aixt  Devision  shuld  be 
Laid  out  untill  the  Next  June  Insuing  the  date  hereof. 


1717.  It  eoeras  the  Proprietors  were  careless  in  heeding  the  vote 
passed  as  above,  for,  at  a  meeting  held  Feb.  13, 1717,  they  voted 
"  that  all  former  Devisions  of  Land,  that  are  not  pat  upon  the 
record  before  the  Middle  of  May  Next  after  this  date,  shal  be 
Aeounted  for  Oomon  and  be  Liable  to  be  Laid  out  in  the  aixt 
Devision,  to  any  of  the  Pi-oprietors  of  sd  Towne," 

March  4,  Lieut.  Robert  Evens,  Thomaa  Sanford,  Lieut. 
Saml.  Thayer,  Sergt.  John  Thomson  and  Samuel  Read,  jr., 
were  choaen  Selectmen;  Elder  Samuel  Head,  Town  Clerk; 
Thomas  Sanford  Treasurer;  Joaeph  Haywai-d  and  Jonathan 
Hayward,  of  the  town.  Constables, 

^'Hogg  Constables"  chosen  for  the  first  time,  and  Joseph 
Balkcom,  Benjemin  Taft,  Thomas  White,  the  third,  Jonathan 
Thayer,  John  Thomson,  jr.,  and  Alexander  Plumley  were  the 
successful  candidates. 

May  38,  A  Proprietors'  meeting  was  held,  and  was  adjourned 
to  the  3d  Tuesday  in  October  next,  at  8  o'clock,  A.  M.,  "  upon 
the  Consideration  that  the  Province  Line  yett  Remains  unset- 
tled." 

Aug.  6,  The  Selectmen  were  instructed  to  lay  out  a  road 
from  Thomas  Taft's  house  to  Scull  Rock  and  so  over  the  Great 
River  to  the  road,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  that  leads  to 
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the  corn  mill.     This  com  mill  was  at  the  centra  of  the  present 
town  of  Uxhridge, 

At  the  close  of  this  year  it  is  found  tliat,  since  the  year  1699, 
when  a  record  of  prerious  deaths  was  made,  the  following  per- 
sons had  died. 

Serg.  Abraliam  Staples,  Oct.  30, 1708.  Ebenezer  Head,  Nov.  11,1709. 

Ohristoplier  "Winter,       Jan.  9,1704.  Dea.  Peter  Holbrook,' May    a,  1713. 
Samuel  Thomson,  Oct.  10, 1704.  Samuel  Hay  ward,  sea,  July  39. 1713. 

Capt.  Joseph  While,      Mar.  33, 1706.  Ens.  William  Holbrook,  Nov,  19,1714 
Benjamin  Thayer,  Feb.  28.1708. 

It  is  not  to  be  understood  that  the  above  were  the  only  deaths 
which  had  occurred  in  the  time  specified,  but  that  they  were 
among  the  leading  men  of  the  town. 


1718,  Jan  24.  A  town  meeting  was  held  this  day  "To 
,Chose  a  Town  Clerk  &  Take  care  of  y°  Town  Books,"  Samuel 
Bead,  sen.,  the  Town  Clerk,  having  died  January  10th. 

Elder  Bead  was  fii-st  chosen  Clerk  in  1674  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  years,  held  the  office  to  the  day  of  his  death, 
thus  holding  the  of&ee.  for  the  long  period  of  forty-two  years. 

The  Town  Clerk's  office  was  filled  by  the  election-of  Thomas 
Sanford. 

Lient.  Samuel  Thayer,  Ensign  John  Thomson  and  James 
Keith  were  chosen  a  Committee  "  to  Receive  and  Take  Cai'e  of, 
from  y'  heirs  of  Elder  Samuel  Read,  Deo'd,  the  Town's  Book 
&  wrightings  of  the  Town's  Concerns  which  were  in  their  hands 
as  Executors  To  Their  Father's  Estate,  &c.,  and  on  the  Receipt 
and  over  Looking  Thereof  to  deliver  to  y'  Clerk  for  the  Town's 
use," 

Up  to  this  time  the  divisions  and  sales  of  land  were  made  by 
the  Pi'oprietors,  who  still  retained  the  ownership  of  all  the  land 
yet  unappropriated. 

Town  meetings  were  sometimes  called  "  legal  town  meetings" 
or  "town  meetings  legally  wai-ned,"  and,  sometimes  "general 
or  public  town  meetings."  The  first  were  supposed  to  be  meet- 
ings of  the  Proprietors  ;  the  latter  were  meetings  of  all  the  in- 
habitants for  the  transaction  of  the  ordinary  municipal  business. 

Feb.  10,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  it  was  voted  "  that 
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hence  forth  They  Eesolve  Themselves  into  y*  way  of  a  Town  as 
They  were  originally,  uccordiug  to  j*  town  grant  and  To  manage 
Their  Proprietary  Interest  accoj-cling  to  y'  Laws  for  the  Regnla- 
tion  of  Townsliips." 

Sergt.  Thomas  White,  Samuel  Bead  aud  Lieut.  Samuel  Thayer 
were 'then  chosen  a  Committee,  with  y°  Olerk  "to  Receive 
the  Town's  (Pi-oprietors?)  Books  and  such  Loose  papers  as  were 
in  y°  former  (Pi-oprietors)  Clerk's  (Samuel  Eead)  hands,  not  Re- 
corded and  examine  all  such  loose  wrightings  if  they  ought  to  be 
Recorded  &,  Them  together  with  y'  Town's  Books  to  Commit  to 
y*  Town  Clerk  for  the  Town's  use." 

The  town  voted  again  to  lay  oat  the  sixth  division,  and  no 
lands  were  prohibited  except  the  Mill  pond  the  Burying  plaoe 
and  the  Training  field. 

The  Surveyor  was  to  have  3e  6d  per  day  and  each  committee 
man  3s  6d  per  day,  and  all  were  to  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of-  their  duties. 

The  inhabitants  were  still  negligent  in  making  return,  to  the 
Clerk,  of  the  lands  they  had  laid  in  former  divisions,  and  so,  as 
a  last  resort,  the  town  voted  "that  all  who  did  not  make  return 
to  the  Town  Clerk  should  have  no  land  laid  on  to  them  in  the 
Sixth  Division." 

James  Keith  had  liberty  "to  lay  down  eight  score  and  two 
acres  of  land  on  y°  west  side  y°  Great  River,  after  the  middle  of  . 
May  1718  provided  the  Colony  Line  be  not  settled  Before  That 
Time." 

Mai'ch  3.  Selectmen  for  this  yeai',  Thomas  Sanford,  -James 
Keith,  Samuel  More,  Corp.  John  Holbrook  and  Serg.  Thomas 
Thayer;  Thomas  Sanford,  Town  Clerk;  Samuel  More,  Treas-- 
urer;  Robert  Taft  and  Samuel  Rich,  Constables,  and  they  were 
severally  sworn  "before  the  Selectmen." 

FISH   TO   COME   UP    PAWTUCKET   EALLS. 

Mai'ch  IT.  William  Sargent  to  have  twenty  acres  of  land, 
between  the  Little  Pond  and  Caleb's  Hill  "  when  he  hath  fin- 
ished his  work  at  the  Falls,  so  as  the  fisli  may  come  up  Paw- 
tucket  (Blackstone)  River,  he  bringing  fi-om  John  Arnold's 
hand  that  y'  work  is  Don  at  his  judgment.". 

May  6.     Josiah  Ohapin,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Representative  to 
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the  General  Court,  and  June  33,  Jethro  Coffin  was  chosen 
"granjuriman,"  being  the  first  notice  of  such  an  election.  He 
was  the  son  of  Peter  Coffin  of  Dover,.  N".  H. 

At  this  time  further  regulations  were  made  for  the  Sixth  Di- 
vision, and  the  titles  of  all  lands,  "according  to  y'  Records  in 
y  Town  Booke  "  were  duly  confirmed.  A  Committee  was  also 
chosen  to  renew  the  bonnds  of  the  school  lands  and  to  see  tJiat 
the  income  derived  from  them  *'be  Improved  f or  y*  Ends  for 
which  sd  land  was  granted."  A  wood  lot  of  twenty  acres  was 
also  granted  to  "  our  Pastor  y°  Rev.  Mr.  Joseph  Doit." 

The  Selectmen  were  directed  "  to  take  care  that  foiir  posts  be 
set  up  at  the  Town's  charge,  viz:  One  at  y'  parting  of  y  ways 
by  John  Albee's,  one  at  y°  parting  of  y'waye  by  y' School  House, 
one  in  the  Street  Leading  to  Sergt.  Joseph  White's,  a  Little  dis- 
tance from  y°  Country  Road  and  one  at  the  parting  of  y' ways  by 
Joseph  Pliimley's,  and  that  a  Notification  by  the  Constables  be- 
ing set  up  OB  each  of  said  posts,  Ten  days  beforehand,  according 
to  y'  tenure  of  y'  warrant  for  a  Town  Meeting  Committed  td 
him  to  warn,  shall  be  a  sufficient  warning  for  any  Town  Meeting." 
It  was  also  voted  that  any  person  "have  liberty  to  pull  Down 
any  Notification  set  up  at  y'  Meeting  House  Relating  to  Strays. " 

Aug.  20.  Voted  to  take  a  valuation  to  raise  money  to  pay 
the  School  Master  and  £35  to  pay  town  debts  and  procure  a  town 
stock  of  ammunition. 

Having  settled  with  Thomas  Sanford,  Town  Treasurer,  for  y' 
years  1716  and  1718,  the  Selectmen  then  agreed  with  William 
Boyee  to  he  "y^Town's  School  Master  fi-om  y°  day  of  y'  date 
hereof  until  y'  fourth  Day  of  March  Next,  to  keep  sd  school  at 
y'  direction  of  y  Selectmen  and  that  y°  Selectmen  pay  y'  sd  Boyee 
after  y°  Rate  of  twenty-eight  pounds  a  year,,  and  likewise  after 
that  rate  for  the  Time  y°  sd  Boyee  has  kept  School  in  y*  said 
Town  of  Mendon  from  y°  Twelveth  day  of  May  last  to  y'  day 
of  y'  date  hereof;  the  sd  Boyee  giving  account  to  y°  Selectmen 
what  time  he  hath  lost  or  shall  Loose  from  sd  School  to  y'  ex- 
piration of  y'  Term  aforesaid  and  to  Deduct  so  much  out  of  his 
wages,  and  the  sd  William  Boyee  is  hereby  obliged  to  keep  y' 
School  as  aforesaid. 

Thomas  Sanford,  Town  Clerk,  in 
behalf  and  by  Order  of  y'  Selectmen. 
William  Boyce,  Schl.  Master." 
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Nov.  17.  The  Selectmon  met  and  went  and  warned  out  of 
town  sundry  newcomers,  viz:  Daniel  Macmains  and  his  family 
and  Josepli  Wiley  and  his  family,  who  came  to  sojourn  in  y°  town 
on  y*  19th  day  of  September,  1718;  and  William  Noble  and 
family,  Robert  Patrick  and  his  family,  John  Carmichel  and 
family,  Malkam  Hemy  and  family  and  Robert  Malkam  and 
family  who  came  into  the  town  Oct.  17,  1718.  At  this  period, 
and  for  many  years  afterwai-ds,  a  residence  in  a  town  for  a  year, 
without  being  warned  out,  gave  the  party  a  settlement  there. 

Dec.  22,  1718,  Then  Received  of  Deacon  Thomas  Sanford  the  sum  of 
Two  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds  which  is  in  full  of  all  sums  due 
to  me  (or  my  sottlement  and  Sallery  for  the  Years  one  thousand  700  sixteen 
aud  seventeen,  1  aay  received  by  me. 

Joseph  Dokk. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  settlement  the  roads  were  laid  out  in 
common  land,  or,  when  granted  or  sold,  reservations  for  roads 
were  frequently  made. 

■  The  first  claims  for  damages  for  roads  were  made  this  year. 
A  road  had  been  laid  out,  from  the  Rehoboth  road,  near  Eleazer 
Daniels  to  Hop  Brook,  passing  over  lands  of  Eleazer  Daniels, 
Josiah  Thayer  and  Lieut.  Samuel  Thayer.  They  demanded 
damages  and  were  paid  in  land,  two  acres  for  one  taken  up  by 
the  road,  if  the  land  was  valuable,  but  in  rough  land  not  to  ex- 
ceed three  acres  for  one. 


1719.  Feb.  16.  Being  a  Public  Towne  Meeting  Legally 
warned,     Thomas  iSanford  was  chosen  Moderator. 

This  meeting  was  taken  up  in  framing  rules  and  regulations 
for  completing  the  Sixth  Division  and  in  drawing  lots  for  the 
Seventh  Division. 

"An  account  of  y'  Lots  asDrawa  for  y=  Seventh  Devision." 

1.  Daniel  Lovet.  0.  Joaiai  Wood. 

2.  SeOi  Aldrich.  10,  Joseph  Taft, 

3.  11,  William  Sargent 

4.  Bbenezer  Thayer.  13.  Thomas  Taft. 

5.  Benjamin  Albee.  13,  John  Emerson, 

6.  Ens.  John  Thomson,  —14,  Thomas  White  3d. 

7.  IS.  James  Emerson. 

8.  Isaac  Thayer,  16.  Thomas  Wliilfl,  scar. 
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17.  Mr.  Joseph  Dorr. 

18.  Ebenezer  Staples. 

19.  John  Arnold. 
30.  John  Darling. 

SI.  ■William  Hayward. 
23.  John  Joans. 

28.  John  Tiler. 
34. 

35.  John  Peck. 

26. 

37. 

38, 

29.  Oliver  Hayward. 

30.  Josiali  Thayer. 

31.  Wilson  Baw3on. 

32.  Daniel  Thurston. 
38.  David  Tiler. 

34.  Simon  Peck. 

35.  Richerd  Rockwood. 

36.  Lt.  Samuel  Thayer. 

37.  John  Gardner. 
38. 

89.  Jethro  Coffin. 

40.  Thomas  (illegible.) 

41.  Samuel  Rockwood. 
43.  Abraham  Staples'  teii 
48.  Thomas  Sanford. 

44  Joseph  Plumbley. 

45  Josiah  Chapin . 

46  Jonathan  Thayer. 

47  Samuel  Wheaton. 

48  Jo«iah  Bockwood. 

49  EhphdetHolbrook. 

50  John  Holbrook. 

51  Da^  id  Thomson. 
53 

i 


63.  JohnAldrich. 

64.  Daniel  HUl. 

65.  John  Alhee. 

66.  Jolm  Thomson,  jr. 

67.  James  Harres  (Harris.) 
68. 

69.  Alexander  Plumbley. 
■  70.  William  Wliite. 

71.  William  Eutter. 

72.  James  Bick. 

73.  y  Ministry  Lot. 
•74. 

75.  Ebenezer  Read. 

76.  Benjamin  Rockwood. 

77.  Joseph  Emeraon. 

78.  Peter  Holbrook. 
79. 

80.  Benjamin  Darling. 

81. 

83.  Johatlian  Richardson, 


84.  Nathaniel  Morse. 

85.  Ebenezer  Wood. 

86.  Thomas  White,  jr. 

87.  John  Cook. 

88.  Elihue  Warfield. 

89.  James  Wood. 
BO. 

91. 

93.  Richerd  Holbrook. 
83.  Samuel  Read. 

94.  Benjaii 


96.  John  Daniels. 

97.  Joseph  White. 
:r  White. 


100.  Ebenezer  Sumner. 


5b 

Benjamin  Thayer. 

102.  Samuel  Bridges. 

')" 

103.  Jameq  E:eitli. 

5S 

'^olomiu  Wood. 

104.  John  Pamum. 

51 

Samuel  Cooke. 

105.  Roger  Oorrary's  heirs. 

60 

Benjamin  Taft. 

106.  Sylvanus  Holbrook. 

bl 

107.  Robert  Tiler. 

f,> 

108.  Timothy  Winter. 
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112    Samll   Warfield. 

11      Lapt   gptli  Chapin, 

114 

115   John  Green 

110    Jonathan  Hajward. 

117  Ebenezer  Cooke. 

118  Obadiah  Wheelock. 
110.  Joseph  Chaptn. 

130,  Lieut,  John  Darling. 

121. 

122.  Benjamin  WTieelook. 

133.  Jonathan  Cook, 

134,  Joseph  Bockwood. 

135.  James  Emerson,  jr. 

136,  Woodland  Thomson. 
127.  John  Rockwood, 


131.  William  Hoibrook. 

133. 

138,  Joseph  f aft,  jr. 

134.  Benjamin  Thomson. 

135. 

136.  Capt,  Rol)ert  Evans. 

137.  Lt.  Thomas  Thaj'er. 

138.  Josepii  Sumner. 
138.  John  Corbet. 

140.  Thomas  Tenney. 

141.  John  Riiwson. 

142.  Samuel  More. 

143.  Nathan  Tiler, 

144.  Seth  Ohapin,  jr. 
145. 

146.  Ebenezer  Tliomson. 

147.  John  Post. 

,148.  Josepli  White,  jr. 

145.  Mary  Warfield. 
150. 


■  Robert  Evens  was  chosen  Surveyor  and  Capt.  Seth  Chapiu, 
.  James  Keith  and  Jacob  Aldrich  a  committee  to  oversee  the  lay- 
ing out  tlie  seventh  division.  The  Surveyor  was  to  have  3s.  fid. 
and  the  committee  each  3s.  6d.  per  day, 

March  2.     Annual'Towu  meeting  for  the  choice  of  officers. 

Oapt,  Robert  Evans,  Moderator,  being  the  second  man  chosen 
to  that  office. 

Chose  for  Selectmen,  Sergt.  Thomas  White,  Samnel  Moore, 
Lieut.  Samuel  Thayer,  Robert  Evans  and  Robert  Taft,  Jr.; 
Town  Clerk,  Sergt.  Thomas  White;  Town  Tx-easurer,  Samuel 
Moore;  Constables,  Sergt.  Joseph  White,  Jr.,  and  James  Keith. 
Seven  persons  were  chosen  Tithing  men,  who,  by  the  act  of 
March  3,  1694,  were  to  be  fined  forty  shillings  each  if  they 
refused  to  serve.  They  were  to  carry  a  black  staff  two  feet  long, 
tipped  at  one  end  with  brass  about  three  inches,  as  a  badge  of 
their  office. 

May  35.  It  is  supposed  that,  at  this  time,  there  had  arisen 
one  of  the  periodical  agitations  about  the  boundary  line  between 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island;  and  that  fears  of  a  settlement 
of  the  question  adverse  to  the  interests  of  the  town  were  enter- 
tained,  as    May   35.      Thomas  Sanford,  Samuel   Thayer   and 
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ThoiQas  White  were  chosen  a  committee  to  petition  tlie  General 
Court  for  a  recompense  for  what  the  Province  Lino  takes  off 
from  our  Town. 

[NCOKPORATION    OF- BELLINUHAM. 

Nov.  17.  The  following  petition  was  laid  before  the  General 
Court: 

To  his  Excellency  Sajnuel  Sliute  Esq.  Capt.  General  and  Govevnor-in- 
Oliief  in  and  over  his  Magesty's  (George  lat.)  Province  of  y*  Massachusetts 
Bay  in  Newenglaod,  and  to  y°  Honorable  Council  and  Ho\ise  of  Eepresen- 
tatives,  in  General  {'ourt,  convened  at  Boston, 

To  Petition  of  the  Inhabitance  of  a  Tract  of  Land  belonging  to  Dedham, 
■westward  of  Wreotham  and  y°  Inliabitaoce  of  a  Considerable  Farm  ajoyn- 
ing  thereto,  granted  to  Edward  Eawson,  Secretary  of  the  Colony,  and  y* 
Inhabitance  of  a  small  corner  of  y'  Township  of  Mendon  a  jacent  thereto 
(to  y'  number  of  four  families). 
Humbly  Shewetli, 

That  Whereas  y'  above  sd  luliabitaace  are  Sitimted  at 
a  Remoat  Distance  from  y'  Respective  Towns  where  they,  at  present, 
belong,  viz: — The  Inhabitance  of  the  Town  of  Dedham  to  yo  number  of. 
three  and  twenty  families  are  about  Twenty  miles  Distant  from  the  Town 
where  they  belong  and  do  duty  &  being  very  Remoate  from  y'  Public  Wor- 
shipe  of  God  &  The  Inhabitance,  to  the  number  of  18  families,  of  the 
above  said  Farms  being  six  or  seven  miles  Distance  from  y*  place  of  public 
worshipe  &  y  Inhabitance  of  Mendon  afore  sd  being  about  four  miles  Dis- 
tance: and  Considering  our  Remoatness  &  y'  Inconveniencys  we  Labour 
under  by  Reason  of  The  same :  and  that  j'  uniting  and  Incorporating  the 
said  Tracts  &  making  of  Them  a  Town  may  put  us  into  a  way,  in  Bome 
Convenient  Time  to  obtain  y=  Settlement  of  y  Gospel  among  us  &c.  (the 
uniting  of  y'  abov  sd  Tracts  of  Land  Together  will  make  a  Town  of  a  Iwote 
seven  Miles  Long  &  Three  miles  &  half  wide.)  And  further  Considering 
y'  the  Inhabitance  of  y'  abov  sd  Tract  of  Dedham  Land  and  y=  Farms  are 
already  Incorporated  into  a  Training  Companie  and  that  they  have  Little 
or  no  Benefit  of  Town  Prjviledges  or  by  haveing  Benefit  of  y*  Schools  we 
do  Respectively  Pay  to.  The  whole  Number  of  Families  belon^ug  to  y« 
above  sd  Tract  being  Forty  &  Land  already  Laid  out  to  accommodate  30  or 
30  more;  The  Inhabitance  of  Dedham  Land  being  voated  off  by  y*  Town 
for  that  end. 

Our  Prayer  Therefore  is  That  your  Honours  would  Graciously  plase  to 
Consider  our  Difficult  Circumstances  and  grant  us  our  petition  wliii-h  is 
That  y  abov  Mentioned  Tracts  of  Land  (as  by  one  Piatt  hereto  afBxed 
and  Described)  may  be  Incorporated  to  geather  &  Made  a  Town  &  Invested 
with  Town  Privelidges,  Tliat  so  we  may  be  Enabled  in  Convenient  time 
to  obtain  y°  Gospel  &  Puhlic  "Worship  of  God  Settled  &  our  Incnnveni- 
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ences  by  Reason  of  our  RemoatDess  be  Removed:  granting  ua  such  Time 
of  Diapence  from  Public  Taxes  as  in  Wisdom  you  sliall  Tliink  Convenient 
&  in  your  so  Doing  you  will  greatly  oblige  us  who  wo  your  Humble  peti- 
tioners; aud  for  your  Honours,  as  in  conscience  we  are  Bound,  Sliall 
forever  Pi'ay, 
Dated  y  17tli  day  of  November  1719. 
John  Darling  Zurie!  Hall 

Kicholas  Cook  Daniel  Corbet 

Pelatiah  Smith  William  Hayward 

Tho.  Burch  James  Smitli 

John  Thomson  Nicolas  Cook  jr 

Ebenezer  Thayer  Jonathan  Hayward 

Cornelius  Darling  Seth  Cook 

Samuel  Hayward  bimuel  Thomson 

John  Marsh  hamuel  Darlmg 

Oliver  Hayward  Joseph  Thomson 

Samuel  Bicli  Nathaniel  Wealher^bj 

John  Thompson  jr.  &amuel  Smith 

Isaac  Tliayer  The  Inhabitauce  of  Mendon. 

BbeneKer  Thayer  John  Holbrook 

Richard  Blood  John  Corbet 

Joseph  Holbrook  Peter  Holbrook 

Eliplialet  Holbrook. 

There  was  a  Plat  of  the  Township,  as  prayed  for,  upon  a  scale 
of  one  mile  to  the  inch,  and  which  may  be  found  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Archiyes  among  "Ancient  Plans,  Grants,  &c." 

In  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Nov.  36.  1719  Read  &c. 
Ordered  That  tlic  Prayer  of  this  Petition  be  Granted  &  That  a  Township 
be  Erected  &  Constituted  according  thereunto  &  the  Piatt  above,  Provided 
They  Procure  &  Settle  a  learned  orthodox  Minister  within  the  space  of 
three  years  next  coming. 

And  that  John  Darling,  John  Thomson  and  John  Maisli  be  Irapowered  to 
Call  a  Town  Meeting  any  time  in  March  next  to  choose  Town  ofBcera  & 
manage  the  other  prudential  affdrs  of  the  Town.    The  name  of  the  Town 
to  be  Westham. 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence. 

John  Buimiu.,  Speaker. 
In  Council  Nov.  27.  1719. 
Read  and  Concurred  with  this  vote,  excepting  the  name  to  be  Belling- 

JoB.  HiiiLBB,  by  order. 
In  the  House  of  Eepreaentatives 

Nov.  37.  1719,    Read  &  agreed. 

John  Buhbill  Speaker. 
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Mendoii,  however,  did  not  consent  to  be  shorn  of  a  por- 
tion of  her  temtory  without  a  protest;  as  we  find  that,  at 
a  town  meeting  held  soon  after,  they  directed  fclie  Selectmen  to 
petition  the  General  Court,  "for  that  pai't  of  onr  town  they 
have  taken  from  ue  and  laid  to  Bellingham." 


It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  learn  something  of  the  history 
of  "  The  Farms."  mentioned  in  the  above  act  incorporating  the 
town  of  Bellingbam.  They  were  located  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  tlie  town,  and  were  north  of  Charles  River.  They  were 
purchased  of  the  Natick  Indiana  by  Edward  Rawson,  Secretary 
of  the  Colony  and  father  to  G-rindal  Eawson,  then  the  Minister 
of  Mendon,  as  the  following  evidence  will  show. 

In  the  5th  Volume  of  the  Records  of  Massaehnsefcts,  1674  to 
1686,  p.  531,  may  be  found  a  power  of  attorney  fi-om  John 
Awosomog,  "now  not  likely  to  continue  long  before  his  de- 
cease," to  Thomas  Awossomog,  his  son,  empowering  him  to  sell 
"any  of  the  land  the  Indian  title  of  which  do  yet  belong  to 
me,"  to  any  English  person  or  persons.  This  Instrument 
was  signed  by  John  Awosomog  and  witnessed  by  Obadiah  Morse 
and  Peter  Ephraim,  Dec.  1,  1684. 

Jan.  31,  1685,  John  Awassomog,  Samuel  Awassomog,  John 
Mooqua,  Peter  Ephraim,  and  Eleaaer  Pegan  assigned  to  Thomas 
Awassomog  all  the  right,  title  and  interest  claimed  by  the  Natick  , 
Indians  in  "  that  tract  of  land  lying  between  the  bonnds  of  Natick, 
Charles  Eiver,  Marlborough  and  a  point  of  Bla^kstone  Eiver, 
beyond  Mendon."  This  assignment  was  signed  by  the  Indians 
above-named,  and  witnessed  by  Edw.  West  and  Benonj  Leai'ned, 
the  day  above  written.  It  was  acknowledged  before  a  Court 
held  at  Natick  by  Daniel  Gookin,  Feb.  18,  and  recorded  by  Ed- 
wai'd  Eawson,  Secretary  of  the  Colony  April  31,  1685. 

April  21, 1685.  Thomas  Awassamoag  and  Abigail  Awaaaamoag 
sold  two  thousand  acres  of  this  tract  to  Edwai'd  Eawson.  The 
deed  was  witnessed  by  Hopestill  Leland  and  Jonathan  Fairbank, 
and  acknowledged  before  Sampel  Seawall,  assistant,  on  the  day 
of  its  date.  It  was  recorded  June  4,  1685,  by  Edward  Rawson 
(the  gi-antee).  Colonial  Secretary,  having  been,  on  the  same  day. 
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confirmed  to  him  by  the  General  Court,  as  may  be  seen  in  Vol. 
5,  Maes.  Records,  p.  485. 

By  the  following,  we  shall  learn  that  the  administrators  of  Mr. 
Eawson's  estate  had  sold  the  tract  to  different  persona,  as  thir- 
teen families  were  now  settled  there. 

It  seems  that  up  to  this  time  they  had  paid  public  and  coun- 
try taxes,. but  not  county  or  town,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  follow- 
ing petition: 

"To  the  Honouraljle  the  General  Aaaembly  of  her  Majesty's  Province  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  now  sitting  in  Boston  May  31.  1710. 

Tlie  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Mendon,  In  the  Name  and  on  the  be- 
half of  the  said  Town, 

Humbiy  Siieweth, 

That  there  are  a  few  families  settled  on  a  large  Parme,  con- 
sisting of  neai- two  Thousand  Acres  of  land  and  meddow,  formerly  Gi  anted 
(purciiased  first  of  the  Indians  for  fourteen  pounds)  to  Mr.  Edward  Raw- 
son,  of  Boston,  deceased,  by  the  General  Court  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay, 
and  purchased  of  the  Administrators  of  his  estate,  which  adjoins  to  us,  and 
tlie  said  Families  Generally  attend  the  public  worship  of  God  with  us, 
being  nearer  to  our  Public  place  of  Worship  than  to  any  other  where  they 
can  attend.  They  have  paid  publique  and  Country  taxes  with  us,  but  as 
to  County  and  Town  charges  are  exempt.  We  liave  been  been  forced  to 
enlarge  our  Meeting  House  the  last  year,  the  Old  one,  being  butlt  by  us,  by 
reason  of  our  Poverty,  very  streight  and  the  public  charge  heavy  on  us, 
considering  the  disadvantage  of  our  ffrontier  &  exposed  Condition,  We 
humbly  (pray)  they  may  be  laid  to  us  to  the  support  of  the  Gospel  Ministry 
amongst  us  and  our  other  Country  &  Town  charges;  and  if,  at  any  time 
hereafter;  they  can  be  provided  with  better  accommodations  as  to  the 
means  of  Grace  nearer,  We  shall,  in  no  sort  desire  to  obstruct  their  comfort 
therein  &  in  the  meantime  rest 

Your  Honours  most  humble  Servants, 

James  Lovkt       1 
Samll.  TnAYun 
Samll.  Mookb      I  Selectmen. 
Samll.  Read 
Seth  Chapis       J 
In  the  House  of  Itepresentatives 
Read  &c. 
Ordered  That  the  prayer  of  the  above  Petition  be  so  far  Granted  as  that 
the  aljovementioned  Tract  of  Land  shall  be  annexed  to  the  Town  of  Men- 
don &  be  esteemed  Part  thereof  until  this  Court  sliail  order  otherwise. 

John  Clark,  Spealter. 
June  7,  ITIO  8ent  up  for  Concurrence, 
June  28,  1710    In  Council  Read  and  Concurred. 

,  Isaac  AoDiirttTON,  Secy. 
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When  the  persons  living  on  this  territory  were  "  better  accom- 
modated as  to  the  means  of  grace  nearer,"  the  people  of  Mendon, 
it  is  presumed,  "in  no  sort  desiring  to  obstract  their  comfort 
therein,"  quietly  yielded  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  and  the 
Farm  became  an  integi'al  portion  of  Bellingham. 

joaiAE  chapin's  two  hundred  acres. 

May  Zl,  1719.  Josiah  Cliapin  had  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
laid  out  "on  the  west  side  of  the  township  of  Mendon,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  road  leading  to  Killingly. "  These  two  hundred 
acres  have  a  somewhat  curious  history.  May  18,  1664,  the  Gen- 
eral Court  granted  to  Samuel  Ohapin,  of  Springfield,  for  serrieea 
rendered  the  Colony,  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  "where  he  can 
find  it  not  granted  to  person  or  towne."  In  the  Massachusetts 
Archives,  "Ancient  Plans,  Grants,  &c.,  164  to  1715,  Vol,  1,  p. 
71,"  a  plat  of  these  two  hundred  acres  may  be  found.  It  was 
laid  out  by  Joseph  White  and  Benjamin  Alby,  of  Mendon,  May 
11,  1669,  and  included  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  present  site  of  the 
town  of  Woonsoeket,  E.  I.,  north  of  the  Blackstone  River. 

Samuel  Ohapin  never  removed  from  Springfield,  and  June  34, 
1668,  by  a  deed,  gave  his  son  Josiah  Ohapin,  of  Braintree,  all 
hia  right  and  title  to  the  grant  above  mentioned.  This  deed  was 
witnessed  by  Elianr  Holyoke  and  John  Pynchon,  and  acknowl- 
edged before  John  Pynchon,  Assistant. 

In  1716  the  General  Court  granted  Josiah  Ohapin,  of  Mendon, 
liberty  to  lay  down  this  piece  of  land,  and  to  take  it  up  else- 
where. May  31,  1719,  Joseph  White,  Surveyor  of  Mendon,  at 
the  order  of  Samuel  Ohapin,  laid  out  the  same  and  made  a  plat 
of  it.  It  was  300  rods  long  and  160  rods  wide,  and  June  11, 
1717  the  General  Court  confirmed  the  title  to  Mr.  Ohapin. 


1720.  Mai'ch  7.  Being  the  annual  Town  Meeting,  Lieut. 
Samuel  Thayer,  was  chosen  Moderator. 

For  Selectmen,  Lieut.  Samuel  Thayer,  Capt.  Eobert  Evens, 
Jacob  Aldrieh,  Daniel  Taft  and  Jethro  Coffin;  Constables,  Moses 
Aldrich  and  Saml.  Thayer,  Jr. ;  Town  Clerk,  Thomas  White; 
Treasurer,  Samuel  Moore;  Leather  Sealer,  Thomas  Sanford,  and 
School  Master,  William  Boyce. 
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We  have  seen  that  the  "  Fai-ms"  had  heeome  incorporated  in 
the  neV  town  of  BelUngham  (named  after  G-ov.  Belhngham), 
and  at  this  meeting  the  inhabitants  petitioned  tlie  town  "  to  Ee- 
imbust  or  pay  back  to  them  the  money  they  had  paid  towai-ds 
Mr.  Dorr's  settlement,  and  tlie  Town  did  not  see  canse  to  gi'ant 
it  att  present." 

At  this  time  the  inhabitants  in  the  west  part  of  the  town  (now 
Uxbridge)  began  to  agititte  the  question  of  dividing  the  town  or 
of  being  allowed  to  be  a  precinct  by  themselves;  but  upon  their 
petition  to  that  effect  the  town  took  no  action. 

Ill  April,  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  recommended  towns 
to  choose  collectors  "to  gather  the  Minister's  salary  distinct 
from  the  Constables,"  but  the  town  voted  not  to  follow  the 
recommendation  of  the  Court. 

May  10.  Josiah  Chapin,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Representative  to 
the  General  Court,  which  met  on  the  25th  day  of  May,  and,  after 
a  session  of  five  days,  in  which  nothing  was  done,  was  dissolved 
by  Gov,  Shnte. 

Jtine  13.  Being  a  public  town  meeting  to  choose  a  Repre- 
sentative, "after  desolviug  y'  Court,"  and  chose  Josiah  Chapin, 
Esq.,  Representative,  and  Thomas  White,  Grand  Juryman. 

May  y*  19.  1730.  the  General  Court  having  granted  a  part  of  Mendon  in 
order  to  make  another  Town  which  was  called  Bellingham,  on  the  day 
above  sd  tie  Selectmen  of  Mendon  and  the  Oommitfee  of  BelUngham  mett 
and  stated  the  line  according  to  y=  Court's  grant,  Beginning  at  Deadham 
Tree  so  Running  up  stream,  with  Second  Bridge  River,  one  mile  and  an 
half  to  John  Rockwood's  ford  way,  thence  Running  Bast  31  degrees  north 
to  the  norwest  corner  of  the  Farm  at  Mendon  East  line  at  y«  corner  of 
Sherbond  Townaliip,  which  line  was  agreed  on  By  Both  Committees  and 
Run  by  Robert  Evens,  Surveyor. 

Samuel  Thaykui  John  Cokbet  "1     Committee 

Thomas  White    I    Selectmen  Bamitel  Haywabd  V  of 

Daudci.  Tai^t       fof  Mendon.         Joseph  HolbkookJ    Bellingham. 

Jacob  Aldbich  J 

It  seems  the  Province  line  between  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island  had  not  yet  been  settled,  at  least  to  the  satisfaetiou  of 
the  people  of  Mendon,  as  the  following  vote  will  show: 

Dec.  10.  Voted,  that  Thomas  Sanford,  Samuel  Thayer  and 
Samuel  Read  be  a  committee  "to  make  search  after  the  Court's 
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confirmation  of  our  towne  platt  as  itt  was  Retnrneii  by  Joahua 
Fisher  and  to  endeavour  to  gett  Eecompence  for  what  the  Pro- 
vince Line  takes  from  our  township." 

In  pursuance  of  this  vote  the  Selectmen  petitioned  the  Legis- 
lature to  reverse  their  orders  on  the  petition  of  Samuel  Cometock 
and  John  Foster,  and  to  stay  any  fnrfcher  proceedings  thereon 
until  the  petitioners  be  heard. 

The  Legislature  then  ordered  that  a  heai-ing  he  had  at  the 
next  session  of  the  Court  in  May,  1731.  "  The  adverse  pai-ty 
being  Served  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  and  order  thereon 
Seasonably,  Provided  that  the  Town  of  Mendon  be  at  the  charge 
of  a  Skilful  Snrveyor  to  go  to  Mendon  &  make  a  Platt  of  the 
Township,  conformable  to  the  Return  of  Joshua  Fisher  on  the 
General  Court's  Crant  to  Mendon  May  15.  1667  and  then  Con- 
firmed; and  that  Capt.  William  Ward  be  the  Sui-veyor." 

Nothing  appears  upon  the  town  or  colony  records  to  show 
that  the  town  put  in  an  appearance  at  the  time  appointed  for  a 
hearing. 

The  town  tax,  including  Mr.  Dorr's  salaiy,  for  this  year  was 
£134  03  04. 


1721.  The  annual  town  meeting  was  convened  and  foi-th- 
with  adjourned  to  the  14th  of  Mai-ch.  No  reason  was  given  for 
this  adjournment,  and  this  meeting  was  adjourned  to  the  2let 
of  March,  also  without  any  reasons  given. 

March  31.  Thomas  Sanford  was  chosen  Moderator;  Thomas 
Sanford,  Samuel  Read,  Josiah  Thayer,  John  Fai-num  and  Daniel 
Lovet,  Selectmen;  Thomas  Sanford,  Town  Clerk;  Saml.  Read, 
Town  Treasurer,  and  Sergt.  Seth  Chapin  and  Nathaniel  Eaw- 


April  17.  The  Selectmen  appointed  Capt.  Seth  Chapin  Sealer 
of  Weights  and  Measures. 

May  11.  Perambulated  the  boundai-y  line  between  Belling- 
ham  and  Mendon,  and  renewed  the  bounds  and  marks. 

May  17.  Thomas  Sanford  chosen  Representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court. 

The  act  for  "  making  and  emitting  "  fifty  thousand  pounds  in 
Bills  of  Credit  was  passed  March  31.     These  bills  were  to  serve 
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as  "a  mediiim  of  exchange  in  the  merchandize,  trade  and  busi- 
ness of  the  Province."  They  were  to  be  distributed  among  the 
towns  in  proportion  to  their  respective  proportion  in  the  last 
Pi'ovince  tax,  but  it  was  optional  with  the  voters  of  the  town 
whether  they  would  receive  their  propoi-tion  or  not.  Trustees 
were  to  be  appointed  in  each  town  to  loan  out  the  town's  pro- 
portion at  interest,  on  good  real  estate  or  personal  security.  The 
Trustees  were  to  be  sworn,  and  were  to  have  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation for  their  services.  As  a  fund  for  the  redemption  of 
these  bills  a  tax  of  £50,000  was  granted  "the  King's  most  ex- 
cellent majesty,"  to  be  paid  in  annual  instalments  of  £10,000 
until  the  whole  should  be  paid.  These  bills  when  redeemed 
were  "  to  be  burnt  to  ashes." 

In  the  schedule  of  distribution  Meudon  was  set  down  at 
£313.10s.,  and,  on  May  17,  they  voted  they  would  receive  it, 
notwithstanding  Joseph  Taft,  sen.,  Benjamin  Taft,  Joseph 
Taft,  jr.,  Samuel  Read,  Seth  Aldrich,  Ebenezer  Read  and  NatJian 
Tyler  entered  their  protest  against  the  measure. 

Thomas  Sanford,  Cornet  Josiah  Thayer  and  Daniel  Taft  were 
chosen  Trustees,  and  were  directed  to  loan  these  BiUs  of  Credit 
in  sums  of  not  above  twenty  nor  less  than  five  pounds,  the  rate 
of  interest  to  be  five  per  cent. 

William  Boycewas  hired  to  keep  a  "Reading  and  Wrighting 
School  during  the  year,  nnless  the  Town  should  be  presented 
for  want  of  a  Grammar  School,  when  he  was  to  cease  keeping  at 
y°  Selectmen's  order." 

If  the  schoolmaster  was  not  disturbed  by  the  grand  jury  he 
was  to  keep  through  the  yeai-.  If  he  kept  constantly  at  the 
school  house  he  was  to  be  paid  at  the  -rate  of  £38  per  annum; 
if  he  kept  a  moving  school  he  was  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  £30 
per  annum,  and  if  he  kept  the  school  throughout  the  year  he 
was  to  be  paid  three-fonrths  in  money  and  one-fourth  in  pro- 
visions at  money  price.     Any  lost  time  was  to  be  "  Redacted." 

Mendon  Sept.  y'  8th.   1721  being  a  Town  meeting  Leagally  warned  to 
take  an  account  of  Town  Depts  and  to  agree  about  a  Town  Rate, 
TtomaB  Sanford  was  chosen  Moderator. 

Then  took  an  Account  of  and  allowed  the  Several  accorapts  liereafter 
sjjecifled,  viz: 

To  Jacob  Aldrich  for  keeping  Peter  Froat  (a  pauper) £3  10  00 

To  Daniel  Lovet  for  1  day's  service  &  Repairing  the  Pound 04  00 
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To  Thomas  White  for  3  days  service  to  Survey  land  taken  from 
the  Town  by  y'  Province  Line  &  1  day  to  lay  out  a  way 13  00 

To  Samll.  Bead  for  3  days  to  measure  Land  taken  ofE  from  y 
Town  as  aforesaid  &  1  day  to  Cambridge  for  y  town 13  00 

To  Comet  Thayer  for  3  days  to  measure  y'  above  sd  Land  and  one 
day's  journey  to  Cambridge  for  y"  town 12  00 

To  James  Keith  for  3  days  to  Measure  y'  Land  and  1  day  to  per- 
ambulate wi  111  Bellingham 08  08 

To  justice  Chapinl  Journey  to  Cambridge 06  00 

To  Thomas  Ganford  for  3  days  time  spent  in  boston  to  wait  on  y" 
Secretary's  oflfice  to  obtain  Coppies  for  the  town's  use  .10s.  to 
yCoppiesSs.  to  one  day  t«  lay  out  a  highway  33 17  00 

To  Thomas  Sanford  serving  the  Town  as  Representative,  with 
journeys  to  and  from  y'  Court  from  the  ZOth.  day  of  May  to  y" 
31st  day  of  July,  53  days 10  13  00 

To  £13  00  00  for  y»  support  of  j'  poor  that  are  a  town  charge. . .  12  00  00 

To  £15  00  00  to  pay  a  School  Master IB  00  00 

To  £6  00  00  to  Defray  y'  succeeding  charges  vrith  Respect  to  a 
Representative 06  00  00 

To  £75  00  00  for  Mr.  Dorr's  salary 75  00  00 

Amounting  to  £134  14  00 

In  1709  it  was  voted,  that  if  Mr.  TaJfc  (Eobert?)  and  iiis  sons 
would  build  a  bridge  over  ttie  Great  River  to  their  land  on 
the  west  side  of  sd  river,  they  shoald  be  released  from  working 
on  the  highway  "until  other  men's  work  Oome  to  be  propor- 
tionable to  theirs  in  working  on  the  hyways." 

Up  to  1731  Mr.  Taft  and  sons  had  done  no  work  on  the 
highways  save  what^  they  had  done  to  the  bridge,  and,  at  this 
time,  a  Committee  was  chosen  "to  Discourse  with  Mr.  Taft  and 
sons  with  reference  to  their  failing  in  with  the  Town  to  work  on 
the  highways,  and  to  report  to  the  Town  their  terms." 

Sept.  31,  The  SulTcyors  were  instructed  to  repair  the  bridge; 
"  the  Kepairations  to  be  done  by  hyway  work  as  y°  Repairing 
of  other  hyways  &  bridges." 

"  The  Town  also  proposed  tfl  y"  Tafts  to  Chuse  a  man  to  joyn  with  y* 
Man  the  Town  chuse  to  adjust  the  accounts  with  them  about  their  build- 
ing a  bridge  over  the  Great  River,  but  said  Tafts  refused  to  choose  as  afore- 

Whereupon  it  was  voted  that  Mr.  Taft  and  his  sons  who  had  been  freed 
by  the  town  from  working  on  the  highways  on  account  of  building  the 
above  sd  bridge,  Do  henceforth  work  aty«  highways  Equal  with  the  rest  of 
y=  Inhabitants  of  y*  town,  and  tliat  y'  Surveyors  warn  them  to  work  at  the 
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as  other  men,   and  on  their  refusal,  to  prosecute  them  for  their 
8  y«  Law  Directs  and  that  the  town  will  stand  hy  them  in  their 
prosecution. 


1722.  Jan.  9.  It  seema  the  Trustees  of  the  town's  propor- 
tion of  the  £50.000  of  Bills  of  Credit  had  met  with  some  diffi- 
culty in  the  diseliarge  of  their  duties.;  as,  this  day,  the  town 
chose  a  Committee  of  seven  to  consider  the  subject.  At  the 
same  meeting  the  Committee  reported  that  the  Trustees,  "first. 
Let  out  none  of  said  Bills  to  any  man  without  sufficient  securi- 
ty, and  2nd.  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  was  Most  Conveniant  to 
Let  no  sums  of  money  above  ten  pounds  nor  under  five." 

Feb.  26.  The  road  or  allowance  for  a  way,  that  leads  out  of 
the  County  road  leading  towards  y°  Great  River  from  the  ten 
rod  way  by  Joseph  Plumley's,  northward  towards  Deacon  Tiler's, 
was  discontinued.  This  road  led  from  the  northerly  terminus 
of  what  is  now  Washington  street  to  near  the  barn  of  Luther  E. 
Taft,  on  what  was,  formerly,  the  estate  of  the  late  Watee 
Davenport, 

After  the  warrant  for  the  meeting  had  been  disposed  of,  the 
following  record  was  made  by  the  Town  Clerk  "  The  aforesaid 
Moderator,  viz:  Daniel  Taft,  assumed  to  himself  the  power  to 
appoint  and  warn  a  town  meeting  (without  any  writing  from  y' 
Selectmen  to  order  y'  same,  which  is  contrary  to  law,  nothing 
being  inserted  in  y*  warrant  for  calling  said  meeting  to  that 
purpose)  for  the  choice  of  Town  Officers,  which  time  he  ap- 
pointed to  be  y  first  Monday  in  March  next,  and  calling  for  a 
vote  thereupon  obtained  y'  same  by  y°  holding  up  y°  hand  of  the 
superior  ntimber  of  them  that  were  present  at  said  meeting." 

As  the  next  town  meeting  was  held  on  the  12th  of  March  it  is 
plain  the  meeting  was  not  held  as  it  was  adjourned  by  Daniel 
Taft. 

Mai-ch  13.  At  the  meeting  this  day  Daniel  Taft  was  chosen 
Moderator  and  then  adjourned  to  the  36th  instant  at  8  o'clock 
A.  M. 

March  26.  Selectmen,  Thomas  Sanford,  Dea,  John  Jones, 
Ebenezer  Eead,  Lieut.  Thomas  Thayer,  and  Daniel  Taft;  Town 
Clerk,  Samuel  Eead;  Town  Treasurer,  Capt.  Seth  Chapin;  Con- 
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stables,  Peter  Aldrieli,  who  refusing  to  serve  or  p*y  his  flue  liad 
his  name  refen-ed  to  the  Genei-al  Sessions,  and  John  Cook  was 
then  chosen  for  this  end  of  the  town  and  Thomas  Thayer,  jr., 
for  the  lower  end  of  the  town. 

March  30.  Tlie  school  to  be  kept  in  four  places  via:  "  at  the 
school  house,  over  the  Mill  River,  at  y°  south  end  of  the  town 
and  about  the  Great  River,"  William  Boyee  to  be  the  school 
master. 

May  16.  Thomas  Saaford  was  chosen  Representative  to  the 
General  Court. 

July  19.  Josiali  Ohapin,  Esq.,  and  Cornet  Josiah  Thayer 
were  added  to  the  Committee  "to  endeavour  to  defend  the 
Town's  Eights  against  y'  Providence  Petitioners  &c."  The  Se- 
lectmen were  also  instnicted  to  repair  the  meeting  house. 

It  seems  that'  there  was  some  uncertainty  about  the  vote  agi-ee- 
ing  to  take  the  allotment  of  the  bills  of  credit  assigned  to  the 
town,  as  we  find  a  meeting  was  afterwards  called  by  wan-ant  of 
the  Selectmen  (being  the  first  wari'ant  upon  record)  "to  Con- 
sider and  Resolve  what  farther  to  do"  about  the  £313.108  of  the 
bills  of  credit  &e.  At  this  meeting  it  was  again  voted  to  receive 
the  £313.10s  of  the  bills  of  credit  and  Thomas  Sanford,  Daniel 
Taft  and  Jacob  Aldrich  were  chosen  Ti-nstees. 

Sept.  5.  Voted  to  raise  £5%  including  the  loan  money  being 
the  interest  on  the  bills  of  credit,  to  pay  town  charges. 

Oct.  16.  The  inhabitants  of  the  western  part  of  the  town  ob- 
jecting to  being  assessed  for  repairs  to  the  meeting  honse,  the 
town  voted  they  would  reimburse  i\iem.  provided  they  are  set  off 
as  a  precinct  or  a  town  within  the  space  of  three  years. 

William  Boyce  still  continues  the  schoolmaster  at  £30  a  year 
in  bills  of  credit,  one-half  in  November  and  one-half  in  March; 
and  to  keep  the  school  one  quarter  at  the  south  end  of  y'  town 
(now  Blackstone),  the  second  quai-ter  over  Mill  River  (now  Mil- 
ford)  the  thii'd  about  y°  Great  River  (now  Uxbridge)  and  y° 
fourtl)  at  the  school  house. 

Ebenezer  Staples,  John  Darling  and  Josiali  Chapin,  Esq., 
were  appointed  by  the  Selectmen  as  guai'dians  of  Ephraim 
Staples,  they  adjudging  him  to  be  "  uon  compis  mentice." 
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1723.  Mai'ch  4.  The  annual  town]  meeting  was  held  anrl 
Daniel  Taft  wae  chosen  Moderator. 

Chose  for  Selectmen  Daniel  Taft,  Jamea  Keith,  William 
Bojce,  Ebenezer  Read;  Town  Cleik,  Samuel  Read;  Town  Treas- 
urer, Oapt.  Seth  Chapin;  Constables,  Ebenezer  Cook  and  John 
Thompson. 

Mai'ch  5.  The  Town  Treasurer  was  directed  to  call  in  the  in- 
terest oil  the  loan  money  {bills  of  credit)  and  give  a  discharge 
for  it  for  1722. 

A  committee  of  thirteen  were  added  to  the  committee  already 
chosen  to  make  a  new  measurement  of  the  township. 

April  6,  1733.  The  town  was  surveyed  by  Samuel  Thaxter  by 
order  of  the  General  Court;  and  by  his  plan,  as  may  be  seen  in 
"Ancient  Plans,  Grants  &c  1716  to  1734,  vol.  3,  p.  97,"  the 
town  contained  60,896  acres.  By  this  plan  the  western  bound- 
ary was  10  miles  and  110  rods,  while  the  eastern  was  10  miles 
and  90  rods  long,  whereas  the  original  grant  was  8  miles  square, 
giving  40,960  acres  as  the  area  of  the  town. 

Jirne  24.  Jacob  Aldrich  was  chosen  gi'aud  jm'yman;  and  it 
wae  also  voted  "to  build  two  new  windows,  one  in  each  end  of 
the  meeting  hoiise  and  to  have  them  set  above  the  beams  of  said 
house. " 

It  seems  the  action  of  Daniel  Taft,  Moderator  of  the  town 
meeting  held  Feb.  26,  1733,  and  the  record  of  the  Town  Clerk, 
at  tliat  time,  had  given  rise  to  a  controversy  in  the  town  as  the 
following  action  of  the  town  testifies. 

"  Whereas  at  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  and  other  Inbabitanta  of  the 
Town  of  Mendon  on  the  S6th  day  of  february  in  the  year  1733,  Danie]  Taft 
of  said  Mendon  was  chosen  Moderator  of  said  Meeting  and  a  Record  made 
thereof,  together  with  an  entry  thereunto  annexed  and  inserted  in  the  Town 
Boolt  by  the  Town  Clerk  of  that  year;  said  Entry  tending  (o  the  Defama- 
tion of  him  the  aforesaid  Moderator,  by  saying  that  he  unto  himself  as- 
sumed Power  to  Call  for  a  Vote  of  the  Town,  which,  in  said  entry  is  men- 
tioned his  obtunment  of  by  holding  up  the  hand,  and  it  not  appearmg  to 
the  Town  of  Mendon  afore  sd  y'  y*  Moderator  did  unto  himself  issume 
Power  as  afore  sd  expressed  but  by  and  at  y*  motion  unto  him  sd  Moderator 
made  by  a  considerable  number  of  y°  persons  at  sd  Meeting  qualiUed  and 
the  Town  having  consideied  the  dangerous  Consequeni^s  that  attend  such 
an  unordered  Entry  doth  hereby  disaprove  of  and  Utterly  Make  NuD  and 
Void  the  afore  sd  Entry,  Rendering  the  same  to  be  improper  and  out  of 
Joynt  any  thing  tlierein  to  the  Contrary  Contained  Notmth=t,andmg 
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Why  the  record  of  the  Town  Clerk  should  have  been  found 
fault  with  does  not  appeai-,  as  it  is  not  charged  that  the  facts 
were  not  as  he  recorded  them.  At  any  rate  the  town  meeting 
appointed  by  Daniel  Taft  was  not  held,  which  goes  to  show  tlmt 
tlie  meeting  if  held  would  not  have  been  legal. 

At  a  meeting  held  July  19th,  "it  was  voted  that  the  Town 
wiU  agi'ee  to  Confirm  Ten  Hundred  Acres  of  Undevided  Land 
Bounded  upon  the  Province  Line  where  it  is  now  stated  and  upon 
the  West  Line  in  the  southerly  part  of  our  Township  unto 
Samuel  Comstock  of  Providence  and  his  Associates  (William 
Jenks  representing  the  same  company)  for  the  Nine  Hundred 
Acres  of  Land  gi-anted  by  the  General  Court  to  be  laid  out  in 
the  Country  Land,  Provided  it  may  put  a  final  iesiie  to  all  the 
Controversies  that  are  or  may  arise  Between  Samuel  Comstock 
and  his  Associates  and  the  Town  of  Meudon  forever  about  sd 
fai'ms." 

All  the  trouble  with  Samuel  Comstock  and  Company  arose 
from  the  eiTor  which  the  people  of  Mendon  entertained  that  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  town  was  identical  with  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  Province,  whereas  there  was,  at  least,  tlie  width 
of  a  mile  between  them. 

A  perusal  of  the  action  of  the  General  Court  in  tliis  matter, 
which  will  be  found  in  the  following  extracts  from  the  Colonial 
records,  will  set  the  controversy  with  the  Providence  petitionej-s 
in  a  clearer  light  than  can  be  gathered  from  the  records  of  the 
town.  Believing  that  the  truth  of  histoiy  should  be  verified, 
and  that  it  will  be  interesting  to  know  how  snch  matters  were 
conducted  in  the  olden  time,  the  doings  of  thg  General  Court  in 
the  premises  will  be  found  in  the  following  pages. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  June  6,  1705,  the  town  chose  a  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Providence,  and  "  if  they 
Com  or  send  over  concerning  our  Land  they  claim  on  the  Weaet 
side  of  the  Great  River  take  theire  account  and  present  the  same 
to  the  town." 

Sept.  11,  1706,  The  Conference  Committee  made  their  report 
■  to  the  town,  which  we  infer  was  not  satisfactoiy,  as  they  voted 
that  "a  Complaint  should  be  made  to  his  Excellency  and  the 
General  Court,  and  Capt.  Josiah  Ohapin  was  chosen  a  Committee 
to  trans  Mitt  y'abov  mentioned  Eeport  or  Complaint  to  y'abov 
sd  Court  and  to.  Transact  tliat  Afair  with  sd  Court,'" 
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This  complaint  was,  without  doubt,  based  apou  the  claim  oi 
Samuel  Comstoek  to  the  900  acres  granted  him  by  the  town  of 
Providenc*,  which,  it  was  affirmed,  encroached  upon  the  bounds 
of  the  towui 

The  General  Oonrt's  answer  to  tlie  complaint  may  be  found  in 
the  8th  volume,  p.  353,  of  the  Colonial  Recoi'ds: 

"  Nov.  6,  1700.  Upon  reading  this  day,  at  the  Board,  a  Complaint  ex- 
liibited  by  the  Selectmen  of  Mendon  of  Encroachments  and  a  Claim  made 
by  the  Inhabitants  of  Providence,  oa  Pretense  of  an  Indian  Deed,  to  near 
one  half  of  tlie  Township  of  Mendon  and  other  lands  lying  witliin  tliis 
Province. " 

"Ordered  that  Nathaniel  Byfleld,  Nathaniel  Payne  Esq.,  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Blagrow,  Major  Samuel  Thaxter  and  Oapt.  John  Ware,  or  any  three  of 
them,  be  a  Committee  to  go  upon  ye  ancient  stated  line  of  the  bouadaries 
between  this  Province  and  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations  to  the  extent  of  the  late  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  ac- 
cording to  the  Grant  and  the  Royal  Charter  of  this  Province,  and  to  renew 
the  Bound  Marks  where  they  shall  be  needed;  and  that  his  Excellency,  the 
Governor,  be  desired  to  write  to  the  Government  of  Rhode  Island  and  ac- 
quaint them  with  the  Court's  appointment  of  a  Committee  for  the  service 
afore  said,  that  they  may  appoint  persons  on  the  part  of  that  Government, 
if  they  see  fit,  to  attend  at  the  Time  and  Place,  to  be  agreed  upon  by  ours, 
to  see  and  take  knowledge  of  our  Line,  That  their  Government  may  give 
the  necessary  orders  to  restrain  their  poeple  from  Making  any  Encroach- 
ment or  Disturbance.  The  said  Committee  to  make  Report  of  their  Doings 
to  this  Court,  at  the  next  session,  after  they  have  performed  the  said  ser- 

Wch  Order  being  sent,  the  Representatives  was  agreed  to  l)y  that  House 
And  is  consented  to  by 

J.  Dudley,  Govr. 

Maj.  Thaxter,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee,  surveyed 
the  township  April  6,  1723.  Upon  his  plat  "Ancient  Plans, 
Grants,  &e.,  1716,  to  1734,  vol.  2,  p.  97,"  we  find,  first,  the 
Patent  line  between  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island;  second, 
and  north  of  this  line,  another  line  being  the  line  as  betweeu 
Massachusetts  and  Oonnectient,  extended  across  Maj.  Thaxter's 
plat,  and  still  farther  north  a  dotted  line  eight  miles  from  the' 
northern  boundary. 

Colonial  Records,  Vol,  12,  p.  21, 

"At  a  General  Court  held  Nov.  7,  1738  It  was  voted  that  Samuel  Com- 
stoek might  have  the  900  acres  provided  the  Government  of  Rhode  Island 
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and  Providence   Plantations  quii^jlaim  a  niila  nortliwai'd   of  tlie  Colony 
Line." 

Colonial  Records,  Vol.  Vi,  p.  304. 

' '  Paul  Dudley,  fiom  tlie  Committee  of  both  Houses  gave  in  tlieir  Report 
upon  the  Petition  of  William  Jenks  of  Providence  and  hia  Associates,  are 
of  opinion  that  the  Nine  hundred  Acres  of  Land  mentioned  in  the  petition 
should  be  confirmed  to  the  Petitioners  by  the  Court,  Pi'ovided  that  this 
Government  or  those  claiming  by  or  urider  them  be,  in  no  wise,  at  any 
time  hereafter,  Defeated  or  Molested  in  their  Rights  and  Possession  of  the 

■  Mile  of  Laud,  described  in  the  Petition,  whicli  was  formerly  Oranted  to  the 
Colony  of  Bhode  Island  but  lately  quit-claimed  by  them  to  thia  Govern- 
ment, in  consideration  of  the  Petitioners  having  their  900  acres  confirmed 
to  theni  by  this  Court,  Provided  also  that  the  Petitioners  make  satisfaction 
to  auch  persons  as  may  have  entered  upon  any  part  of  the  aaid  900  acres 
for  any  buildings,  fences  or  other  Improvements  by  them  made  upon  the 
premises,  the  value  thereof  to  be  appraised  by  three  persons,  viz: — the 
Surveyor  to  be  appointed  by  the  Court  and  two  others  to  be  chosen  by  the 
Petitioners  and  Occupants  respectively,  and  whereas  it  appears  by  a  late 
survey  (Major  Thaxtor's)  that  the  Town  of  Mendon  have  extended  their 
Line  beyond  their  original  grant  from  this  Court,  and  the  platt  of  said 
Township  is  said  to  have  been  burnt  in  the  Town  House  in  Boston,  for  it 
cannot  be  found  in  the  Public  Records  of  the  Province,  wherefore  some 
Difficulties  and  Controversies  might  arise  in  and  to  the  Proprietors  of  lie 
Town  of  Mendon,  for  the  quieting  &Remedying  thereof  it  is  proposed  that 
the  Southern  Bounds  of  the  s^d  Township  of  Mendon  should  extend  Home 
to  the  Colony  Line  Saving  the  property  of  the  Nine  Hundred  Acres  as  afore 
sd  to  the  Petitioners, 

In  the  name  by  order  of  the  Committee 

Paul  Dudley. 
In  Council  Read  &  Ordered  that  tJiis  Report  be  accepted. 
In  the  H.  of  R  Bead  &  Concurred. 

Consented  by  Wm.  Dttmmbb,  Govr." 

The  buining  of  the  plat  in  the  Town  House  afc  Boston  may 
have  taken  place;  bnt  as  all  the  plats  mentioned  in  the  town 
records  can  be  found  in  the  Massacbasette  Archives,  it  is  sup- 

■  posed  the  report  of  the  barning  may  have  been  a  mistake. 

There  a^-efour  plana  of  the  Township  of  Mendon  to  be  found 
in  the  Archives  at  the  State  House.  Th.^  Jirst  one  is  the  original 
plan,  by  Joshua  Fisher,  of  Dedham,  and  may  be  found  in  "  An- 
cient Plans,  Grants,  &c.,Vol.  1643  to  1715,  p.  54."  The  second 
was  made  by  Joseph  White  and  Samuel  E«ad  in  Nov.  1674,  accord- 
ing to  the  grant  of  the  General  Court  to  viend  our  line,  and  accoi-d- 
ing  to  tlie  direction  of  the  man  that  sold  tlie  land,  he  being 
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present.     (Ancient  Plans,    Grants,  &c.,  1643   to  1715,  p.   93.) 
The  third  was  made  by  Samuel  Thaster,  April  6,  1733,  on 
account  of  the  difficulty  about  Mr.   Jenks'  900  acres,  and  the 
fourth  was  made  (by  whom  not  known)  in  1737,  at  the  iucoi-po- 
ration  of  Uxbridge. 
Colonial  Records,  Vol.  12,  p.  319,  Friday,  Dec.  14,  1724. 
"In  the  H.  of  R    Ordered  that  John  Chandler  Esq  be  the  Surveyor 
nud  he  ia  hereby  fully  Authorized  and  Impowered  to  take  a  Survey  of   the 
Nine  Hundred  Acres  of  Land  petitioned  for  hy  Willlaui  Jenks,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  hia  Aaaodalea  and  granted  to  them  by  this  Court,  passed  the 
Eleventh  day  of  this  lostant  December,  and  to  do  all  things  Directed  and 
Ordered  to  be  done  by  the  said  Surveyor  &  by  said  vote 
In  Council  Read  &  Con. 

Consented  to  Wm.  Dommbr." 

Colonial  Records,  Vol.  12.     Friday,  June  11,  1725. 

John  Chandler,  Esq.,  gave  in  the  following  report  of  the  sur- 
vey of  lands  near  Mendon,  gi-anted  to  Wm.  Jenks  and  his  as- 
sociates, viz: 

"  Pursuaut  to  an  Order  of  the  Great  aud  General  Court  of  Assembly  of 
the  18th.  of  December  last  past,  I,  the  Subscriber  have  laid  out  to  "Wm. 
Jenks  Esq.  and  his  Associates  the  Nine  Hundred  Acres  of  Land  granted 
them  within  this  Province  on  the  lltli.  day  of  said  December;  weh  said 
Land  lies  in  sis  pieces  and  were  shown  unto  me  by  the  Grantees.  The 
smd  Tracts  lay  formerly  <as  was  supposed)  within  the  Township  of  Provi- 
dence in  tlie  Woods  called  Shacanock  (SUokolog)  now  in  the  Township  of 
Mendon,  the  Surveys  &  Plans  whereof  are  hereunto  annexed.  The  work 
was  performed  on  tlie  thirtieth  day  of  April  and  the  first  day  of  May  fol- 
lowing. There  assisted  the  sundry  persons  who  claimed  the  Lands,  who 
brought  with  them  from  the  Records  of  the  town  of  Providence,  Attested 
Copys  of  the  former  Surveys,  also  James  Walling  and  Jona.  Spr^ue  Jr. 
who  declaimed  on  oath  that  they  were  upon  the  original  Surveys,  And  the 
sundry  Tracts  now  Surveyed  we  laid  out  in  the  same  place  as  formerly  as 
near  as  may  be.  But  the  Measure  being  large  tlie  said  Tracts  were  reduced 
to  a  just  and  true  Measure.  The  said  Jonathan  Sprague  aud  William 
Chandler  were  appointed  Ciiairmen  &  I  put  them  on  Oath,  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  their  Trust. 

Four  of  said  Tracts  happen  to  liave  no  imp  ovement  upon  them  viz  — 
John  Arnold,  Hezekiah  Comstock,  Capt  Syivanus  Hcott  and  Capt  Daniel 
Abbott.  There  are  Considerable  Improvements  within  the  bounds  of 
Daniel  Comstock's  Land  but  no  house.  Tlie  occupant  of  llie  Xiand  brot 
no  person  to  Set  a  valuation  on  his  Labour,  although  Mr  Comstock  I  rot 
one  on  his  part  viz:  Capt.  Foster,  who  was  prewent  for  that  service  B  it 
the  parties  concerned  seemed  induced  to  agree  among  tliemsel^  es. 
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On  Mr.  Jenk's  Tract  there  is  a  House  built  &  Land  iindev  Improvement 
clone  by  Mr.  Seth  Aldrich,  whose  son  lives  on  it,  and  although  Mr.  Jenks 
sent  word  for  Mr.  Aldrich  to  come  and  see  the  Survey  and  briag  a  man  to 
flssist  in  valuing  the  Labour  Tet  we  heard  nothing  from  Lim  &  have  aa  yet 
made  no  valuation,  all  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
YoTW  most  Dutiful  Servant 

John  Ohandlub,  Surveyor. 
Boslon  June  3.  1735, 

June  11.  In  Couuell  Read  &  Ord.  tliat  tliis  IJeport  be  accepled  and  that 
tlie  Land  Mentioned  therein  he  confirmed  to  William  Jenks  and  his  Asso- 
ciates According  to  the  Survey  thereof  made  and  Returned  by  John 
Chandler  Esq, 

In  H.  of  R.     Read  and  Non  Concurred. 

June  19,  173S  The  H.  of  R.  reconsidered  their  vote  of  non  concurrence 
upon  the  Petition  of  William  Jenks  passed  June  11  inst.  and  then  con- 
curred with  the  Council  with  this  amendment,  "If  it  do  not  interfere  with 
any  grant  made  to  the  Town  of  Mendon." 

In  Council  R.  &  C. 

Consented  to  Wm.   Dummbii. 

The  controversy  aboiit  William  Jeuks'  nine  hundred  acres 
being  brought  to  a  close,  the  Town,  like  all  parties  at  the  end  of 
a  law  suit,  set  themselves  about  the  business  of  raising  funds  to 
defray  its  cost.  To  this  end  they  sold  to  Seth  Aldrich  twenty 
acres  at  nine  shillings  per  acre;  to  Peter  Aldrieli,  Benjamin  Taft 
&  Soloinou  Wood  ten  acres  each,  at  ten  shillings  per  acre. 

To  Edmond  Eawson,  Ebenezer  Read  and  Joseph  White  ten 
acres  each  at  ten  shillings  and  sis  pence  per  acre. 

This  year  the  boundaries  between  ■  Mendon  and  Hopkinton 
were  pei'ambulated  by  Seth  Ohapin  and  Daniel  Lovet  of  Mendon, 
and  John  How  and  Jacob  Gibbs  of  Hopkinton,  and  "renewed 
what  marks  they  could  find." 


1724.  Jan  13.  "A  Committee  was  chosen  to  site  for  and 
Eeceive  Pay  for  Damage  done  or  may  hereafter  be  done  to  the 
Pine  or  Cedar  Swamps  belonging  to  the  Town." 

It  was  voted  "that  David  How  and  his  heirs  and  assigns 
should  have  the  Improvement  of  the  Mill  Pond  so  Loiigas  he  or 
they  sliall  keep  and  maintain  the  Corn  Mills  for  the  nse  of  the 
inhabitants  and  to  their  satisfaction."    The  two  corn  mills  were 


dbyGOOgIC 


200  ANNALS  OF  MENDON.  [1725. 

probably  two  run  of  stones  in  the  same  building,  and  were  located 
where  Benjamin  Albee  built  the  Jirsl  mill. 

Robert  Benham,  William  Rutter  and  Benjamin  Hayward  had 
their  taxes  forgiven  them. 

Feb.  3.  A  committee  of  nine  were  chosen  to  consider  the 
Biibject  of  selling  the  ministry  land,  and,  if  thought  expedient, 
in  what  way  and  manner  to  dispose  of  the  same. 

Feb.  17.  Voted,  that  the  Trustees  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  for 
the  first  year  shall  have  twenty  shillings  for  their  service,  and 
afterward  "as  the  Town  shall  agree." 

Then  voted  the  Tiiistees  should  have  one-fourth  of  the  inter- 
est accruing  fi-om  the  loans  of  the  Bills  of  Credit,  they  giving 
security  "  for  Endemnyfying  the  Town  from  any  Chai-ge  or  Dif- 
ficulty." 

March  3.  Chose  John  Brown,  Thomas  Thayer,  Samuel  Read, 
William  Boyce  and  Joseph  Taft  for  Selectmen;  Capt.  Seth  Cha- 
pin.  Town  Treasurer,  and  Samuel  Thayer  and  Joseph  Taft,  Jr., 
Constables.  As  no  record  is  made  of  the'  choice  of  a  Town 
Clerk,  it  is  presumed  that  Samuel  Bead  continued  in  that 
office. 

Aug.  19.  Ohver  CoUer  and  family  and  David  Provender  and 
family,  and  on  Oct  19,  Felsha  were  severally  warned  to  depai-t 
and  leave  the  town. 


1725.  Jan.  4.  Being  a  "Public  Town  Meeting  to  Manage 
our  Land  Concerns,"  the  town  added  four  more  to  the  commit- 
tee ah'eady  chosen  to  manage  the  land  concerns  against  the  Prov- 
idence petitionei's. 

Notwithstanding  the  General  Coiirt  had  suiTeyed  and  ctm- 
firmed  the  900  acres  to  Jents  &  Company,  and  notwithstanding 
Maj.  Thaxtei''s  suiTsy  shewed  that  ^he  boundaries  claimed  by 
the  town  gave  30,000  acres  more  than  the  eight  miles  squai-e  in 
the  act  of  incoi'poratiou,  still  the  town  did  not  give  up  the  idea 
that  William  Jenks  and  his  associates  were  interlopers,  and  were 
attempting  to  seize  a  portion  of  their  goodly  heritage,  helice 

Jan.  18.  It  was  voted  "  that  Capt.  William  Ward  should  be 
the  Surveyor,  with  liberty  to  appoint  tlie  chain  men,  to  New 
Run  the  hounds  of  the  Town." 
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Wiietlier  any  eui'vey  was  made  by  Capt.  Ward,  the  fiii'tlier 
I'eooi'ds  of  the  town  fiimish  no  evidence,  nor  is  any  plan,  drawn 
by  ]iim,  to  be  fdnnd  in  the  Massachusetts  archives. 

Mai'ch  y'  1st.  Annual  Meeting,  John  Brown  chosen  Moder- 
ator. 

Ohose,  John  Brown,  Thomas  White,  Ebeueaer  Read,  Eleazer 
IJauiels  and  DanieJ  Taft,  Selectmen;  Thomas  White,  Town 
Olerk;  Jacob  Aldrich,  Town  Treasurer;  and  Wm,  Boyce,  School- 
master.    No  record  of  the  choice  of  Constables. 

July  19.  A  complaint  wa^  made  by  several  persons  living  in 
the  northwest  pai-t  of  the  town,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Great 
River,  "about  the  place  where  a  way  was  formerly  laid  out  over 
the  Gi-eat  River,"  and  a  committee  was  chosen  *'to  vew  sd  way 
and  the  River  thereabouts,  att  the  charge  of  the  nebourhood 
there  dwelling,  and  so  make  Report  to  the  town  where  they 
think  the  way  may  be  most  convenient  for  the  Intrest  of  the 
Town  and  good  of  the  nebarhood." 

Aug.  3.  The  Treasurer  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  £39. 16s. 
in  full  for  lands  sold  Seth  Aldrich,  Peter  Aldrich,  Benjamin 
Taft,  Solomon  Wood,  Edmond  Eawson,  Ebenezer  Read  and 
Joseph  White,  to  pay  the  costs  arising  in  the  Providence  contro- 
versy. 

Aug.  30,  Voted  to  raise  £43,  to  defray  town  charges  this 
year. 


1726.  March  4.  Being  the  annual  town  meeting,  chose 
John  Brown,  Thomas  Sanford,  Thomas  Thayer,  Seth  Chapin, 
Jr.,  and  Ebenezer  Read,  Selectmen;  Thomas  White,  Town 
Clerk;  Daniel  Lovet,  Town  Treasurer,  and  Thomas  Tenneyand 
Daniel  Darling,  Constables.  John  Boyce  was  continued  as 
Schoolmaster. 

Mai-ch  36.  "After  debate  concerning  Mr.  Dorr's  salary," 
voted,  not  to  alter  his  salary,  but  to  make  quarterly  contribu- 
tions for  his  relief  this  present  year. 

Voted  to  accept  the  road  laid  out  by  the  Selectmen,  from 
Scull  Rock  bridge  to  tlie  iron  worts  on  the  east  side  of  the  Great 
River. 

Voted  to  allow  a  penny  per  head  "for  the  gi'eat  sort  of  birds. 
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that  is  so  many  as  iire  killed  betweyn  April  1st.  and  the  middle 
of  June." 

May  f  9tli.  Jolni  Brown  was  choscu  Eepresontsitive  to  tlu' 
tieneral  Court. 

Sept.  5.  After  taking  the  valuation  of  those  who  were  ])res- 
eut,  "  considering  the  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  said 
town  who  by  reason  of  sickness  coiild  not  attend,"  the  meeting 
was  adjourned  to  Oct.  18. 

What  this  sickness  was  neither  record  oi-  ti-adition  informs  us. 
Dnring  the  supposed  period  of  its  prevalence  the  onlj  recorded 
deaths  were  Ebeneaer  White,  son  of  Joseph  White,  Benjamin 
Wheaton  and  Josiah  Ohapin,  Esq.  Quite  likely  other  deaths 
may  have  occurred,  but  whose  names  were  not  recorded. 

Sept.  16.  After  choosing  Ebeuezer  Wood,  Grandjuryman,  the 
only  other  business  transacted  was  to  vote  "  that  considering  the 
gi'eat  sickness  which  is  now  in  the  town,  swine  should  be  allowed 
to  run  at  large  the  remainder  of  the  year,  being  yoked  and 
ringed  as  the  law  dii'ects," 

Sept.  y*  38th.  Sarah  G-reen  and  her  son  were  wai-ned  "  to  de- 
pai-t  &  leave  the  town,"  and  afterwards  John  Lindsey  and  wife, 
Oliver  Watson  and  family,  Elizabeth  Dobbinna,  Frank  Allen 
and  Mary  Cormiekj  "  intruders  in  the  town  of  Mendon,"  were 
warned  out. 

Oct.  y!  18th,  Voted  to  raise  £50  to  defray  town  charges  this 
yeai". 

Dec.  y"  14th.  Chose  Josiah  Thayer,  James  Keith  and  Seth 
Aldrich  a  committee  "to  see  that  the  highways  in  our  town  are 
not  incroached  upon  or  straitened  by  fences  or  other  incom- 
brances. " 

At  said  meeting,  in  answer  to  out  western  inhabitants  peti- 
tioning to  be  set  ofE  as  a  town  or  precinct,,  the  vote  passed  in 
the  negative.  This  was  the  first  mention  of  the  agitation  which 
finally  resulted  in  the  division  of  the  town  and  the  incoi-poratiou 
of  TJxbridge. 

1727.  Mai'ch  ti.  Chose  Thomas  Sanfoni,  Thomas  Thayer, 
Joseph  White,  jr.,  Seth  Chapin,  sen,,  and  James  Keith,  sen.. 
Selectmen;  Thomas  White,  Town  Clerk;  Benjamin  Green  and 
Benjamin  Darling,  Constables,  and  then  adjourned  till  to-mor- 
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row  momiiig,  and  then  chose  Daniel  Lovett,  Town  Treasiirer  &f. 
Although  the  disagreement  between  Beliingham  and  Mendoii 
in  regard  to  a  portion  of  the  boundaiy  line  between  the  towns 
has  been  recently  settled  by  an  Act  of  the  General  Court  in  favor 
of  the  claim  of  Mendon,  that  Charles  fiiver,  fi'om  the  bridge  at 
Beliingham  factory  to  the  monament  north  of  Ellis  Bnllard's 
{formerly  the  Dedham  Tree),  still  it  will  not  be  nnintereating  to 
know  how  that  matter  was  regarded  by  the  two  towns  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  ago. 

B«llinghajn  April  y'  34th,  1737.     Wee  the  suliscrilierH  Being  apointed 
By  the  aeiectmen  of  Beliingham  to  preambulal*  with  Mendon,  we  accoi-d- 
ingly  met  Jacob  Aldrich  and  Nathaniel  Rawson,  seat  hy  tlie  select  men  of 
mendon.    We  Began  at  the  fwem  corner  of  Mendon  line  and  ao  marked 
eight  trees  on  four  sides,  y°  first  a  walnut  tree,  y°  seeond  a  white  oalt  tree, 
3'°  8d  a  walnut,  y»  4th.  a  white  oak,  y  6lh.  a  walnut,  y'  6th.  a  Black  oak, 
y'  7th  a  White  oak  and  y  8th.  a  white  oajt  near  Second  Bridge  Kiver  Be- 
low John  Rockwood's  house  and  so  (foicra  said  River  to  Dedhara  Tree  and 
from  thence  ti>  the  Gi'eat  lUver,  Renewing  the  Bounds  upon  said  line. 
John  Tuomson, 
joskph  holbkook, 
Jacob  Aldmch 

L  Rawson. 


March  31.  After  debate  concerning  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dorr's  sal- 
:uy  it  was  voted  "  to  hare  a  monthly  contrybntion  for  his  snp- 
plymeiit  the  present  year." 

Also  voted,  after  the  reading  of  the  petition  of  the  western 
inhabitants  of  the  town  for  a  division  of  the  town,  that  the 
boundaries  shonld  be  as  follows,  viz:  Beginning  at  the  south- 
west corner  of  the  town  at  the  Province  line,  thence  east  four 
miles  with  said  line,  thence  turning  north  and  running  parallel 
with  the  west  line  of  the  town  until  it  comes  to  a  small  brook 
iiinniiig  westerly  between  West  and  Misco  Hills,  thence  down 
said  brook  to  the  West  river,  thence  up  said  river  to  Andrusa's 
brook  and  thence  up  said  Andruss's  to  the  township  line. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Archives  "Towns  vol.  113,  p.  714," 
may  be  found  the  a«t  for  incorporating  the  town  of  TJxbridge, 
and  which  is  in  the  following  words: 

Anno  Regni  Regis  Georgii  Decimo  Tertio. 
An  Act  for  dividing  the  Town  of  Mendon  and  Erecting  a  new  town  by 
tlie  name  of  Uxbrldge. 
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Whereas  the  westerly  part  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  iu  tlie  County  of 
Suffolk  is  completely  filled  with  Inhabitants  who  labour  under  gi'eat  dilfl- 
culties  by  tJieir  remoteness  from  the  place  of  Public  Worship  &c.,  nnd 
have  thereupon  made  application  to  the  said  Town  of  Mendon  and 
have  likewise  addressed  this  Court  that  they  may  be  set  off  as  a  distinct 
and  separate  Town  and  be  vested  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  of  a 
town;  and  the  Inhabitants  of  Mendon  having  consented  to  their  being  sef 
off  accordingiy: 

Be  it  Therefore  Enacted  by  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  Council  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Court  assembled  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
that  the  westerly  part  of  said  Town  of  Mendon  is  hereby  set  off  and  con- 
stituted a  separate  Township  by  the  name  of  XJxbridge,  the  bound  of  said 
Town  to  be  as  followeth;  That  is  to  say,  Beginning  at  the  South  West  cor- 
ner of  the  Town  of  Mendon  at  the  Province  8outh  Line,  thence  to  run  four 
miles  east  with  the  Province  line,  then  North  a  parallel  with  the  West  line 
of  fJie  said  Town  until  that  line  meets  with  a  small  Brook  that  runs  be- 
tween West  Hill  and  Misco  Hill,  then  y°  said  Brook  to  be  the  bounds  to 
the  West  Itiver,  Uien  the  West  River  to  be  the  hounds  lo  a  brook  known 
by  the  name  of  Andreu's  brook  which  brook  shall  be  the  iKJunds  to  the 
north  line  of  the  Township 

And  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Lands  as  befoi'e  described  and 
bounded  be  and  hereby  are  invested  with  the  powers,  privileges  and  immu- 
nities that  the  Inhabitants  of  anj  of  the  Towns  of  this  Province  are  or 
ought  by  law  to  be  invested  Provided  the  Grant  of  the  sd  Township  he 
not  construed  to  Affect  the  Eights  and  privileges  of  any  Persons  to  lands 
within  the  sanie. 

Provided  also  tlmt  the  Inhabitants  of  Elic  srid  Town  of  Uxbridge  do 
within  the  space  of  two  years  from  the  Publication  of  this  Act,  Elect  and 
finish  a  suitable  House  for  the  Public  Worship  of  God  and  procure  and 
settle  a  leanied  Orthodox  Minister  of  good  conversation  and  make  provis- 
ion for  his  comfoi-table  and  honourable  support  and  that  they  set  apart  a 
Lot  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  acres  of  Land  in  some  convenient  place 
in  said  town  near  the  meeting  House  for  tjie  use  of  the  Ministry  and  like- 
wise provide  a  School  Master  to  Instruct  their  youth  in  writing  and  reading. 

In  Council  June  31,  1737  Read. 

June  33.     Read  a  second  time  &  Sent  down  for  concurrence . 

J.  Wtllakd,  Secy. 

Passed  to  be  Engi'ossed. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  June  38,  1737. 

Read  a  first, time.     The  S4th.     Read  a  second  time  and  passe^l  in  con- 
ic with  amendment. 


5^    Sent  up  for  c 


Dele 

Wm.  Duoucy,  Speaker, 
Agreed. 

The  Council  passed  the  bill  with  tlie  followiug  words  inserted 
after  "reading"  at  the  end. 
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"  And  tliat  thereupon  they  be  discharged  from  any  furtlier  payment  for 
the  maiutainance  of  the  Ministry  and  School  in  the  said  Town  of  JTendon 
for  any  estate  lying  within  the  said  Town  of  Uxhridge, 

This  the  Bep"  struck  out  hy  the  Dele  J^  " 

The  Lieutenant  Governor,- acting  at  the  time  of  tlie  passage 
of  this  act;  was  William  Duraraer.  Gov.  Shute,  after  a  long  anci 
acirimonious  quan-el  with  the  General  Court,  suddenly  left  the 
eoimtry  Jan.  1,  1733,  and  until  July,  1738,  when  Governor  Bur- 
net arrived  at  Boston,  Mr.  Dummer  acted  as  Governor. 

At  this  period,  for  the  first  time,  we  find  the  record  of  a  war- 
rant for  a  town  meeting. 

Aug.  28.  At  a  town  meeting  held  this  day  Ihe  wari'aut  nou- 
tained  the  following  ai-ticles: 

1.  To  ^ve  in  a  valuation  of  tlie  rateable  estates, 

2.  To  ascertain  the  Town  debts  and  provide  for  tUeir  liquidation. 

3.  To  choose  another  Selectman. 

4.  To  Mettle  the  line  with  Uxbridge. 

5.  To  see  whether  they  would  build  a  new  meeting  house. 

At  this  meeting  the  town's  debts,  amounting  to  £5.1f3s.,  were 
found  to  be  due  to  the  following  persons,  viz: 

Thomas  Sanford ^(i  18  00    Daniel  Taft £0  07  06 

Thomas  Thayer 09  00    Nathl.  Bawson 04  00 

James  Keith,..: 1.106    Capt.  Seth  Ohapin 16  00 

Thomas  White 11  00    Nathan  TUer 04  00 

SethChapin 03  00    Josiah  Thayer 07  06 

Jacob  Aldrich 17  0«    Seth  Aldrich 07  06 

One  hundred  pounds  wei-e  raised  and  appropriated  to  pay  Mr. 
Dorr's  salaiy  and  the  ordinary  town  charges. 

Jacob  Aldrieh,  Thomas  Sanford  and  Capt.  Thomas  Thayer 
were  chosen  a  committee  to  settle  the  line  with  Uxbridge. 

Voted  not  to  build  a  new  Meeting  House  and  then  dissolved 
the  meeting. 

DAVID   how's   petition    ABOUT  THE   MILL   POHD. 

The  Petition  of  David  How  humbly  sheweth  as  the  Town  of  Mendon  in 
times  past  hath  Been  pleased  to  propagate  and  ineourage  persons  who  have 
been  oflcious  in  their  service  By  gratuity  &c,  and  your  petitioner  having  a 
purpose  to  erect,  set  up  and  maintain  another  Grist  mill  near  to  where  the 
present  fulling  mill  now  staiideth  which  may  render  the  m£ 


dbjGoogle 


206  ANNAI.S    OF    MENDON.  [1728. 

for  Grinding  of  corn  in  a  acarcity  of  waiter,  that  you  GenUemen  would  be 
pleased  to  grant  your  petitioner  his  lieirs  and  assigns  the  full  liberty  and 
peaceable  possession  &  improvement  of  tlie  present  Mill  Pond  wliicli  to  the 
town  is  now  appertaining  so  that  he  your  said  petititioner  his  heirs  and 
assigns  as  aforesaid  may  draw  off  the  aforesaid  pond  in  the  spring  and  sum- 
mer time  viz:  from  and  afl«r  the  first  day  of  May  until  the  first  day  of 
October  and  make  improvement  thereof  for  mowing  if  he  or  they  shall 
see  fit  so  to  do,  for  such  a  time  and  not  longei'  than  your  said  petititioner 
his  heirs  and  assigns  shall  do,  well  and  truly  keep  up  and  maintain,  at  his 
and  their  own  and  proper  cost  and  chai'ge  the  aforesaid  Com  mill  or  mills 
for  the  accomraodable  use  of  the  town  of  Mendon  aforesaid  for  the  grind- 
ing of  their  corn,  is  the  prayer  and  Request  of  yonr  humble  petitioner. 

David  How. 

This  petition  was  dated  iu  1733,  but  whetlier  it  was  then  pre- 
sented caimot  now  be  determined.  Following  its  record  in  1737, 
the  town  voted  that  its  prayer  be  granted  and  be  entered  upon 
tlie  Record. 

atest  Thomas  Sanford,  moderator  for  sd  meeting. 

Nov,  39.  The  subject  of  building  a  new  meeting  bouse  v/Oii 
again  brought  before  the  town,  and,  "after  a  considerable  De- 
bate," it  was  voted  "'to  dismiss  y' article  until  a  new  sum- 
mons." 

At  this  meeting  the  rates  of  Capt.  Robert  Evens,  the  two  Lin- 
seye'  rates  and  the  rate  of  Joseph  Emerson  were  foregone,  pro- 
vided the  Constables  could  not  collect  thmii.  The  rates  against 
the  widow  Brown,  widow  Eawson,  Isaac  Benson,  Nathan  Gaskill 
and  Joseph  Chilson  were  foregone  without  condition. 


1728.  March  y°  4.  For  Selectmen,  Thomas  Sanford,  Capt. 
Thomas  Thayer,  Daniel  Taft,  Seth  Chapin,  jr.,  and  Nathaniel 
Rawson;  Town  Olerk,  Thomas  White;  Town  Treasurer,  Daniel 
Lovet,  and  Jonathan  Thayer,  sen.,  and  John  Tiler,  jr.,  for  C!on- 
stables. 

Voted,  that  sheep  might  run  at  lai'ge  without  a  shepherd. 

The  Board  of  Assessors  at  this  period  consisted  of-  the  Com- 
missioner of  Assessments  and  a  majority  of  the  Selectmen.  By 
the  Act  of  the  General  Court,  passed  Nov.  10,  1693,  a  Commis- 
sioner of  Assessments  was  to  be  annually  chosen;  but,  since 
1716,  when  Josiali  Chapin,  Esq.,  was  elected  to  that  office,  we 
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do  not  find  that  the  record  of  another  choice  was  made.  As 
Josiali  Chapiii  died  in  1736,  it  is  presumed  that  some  one  was 
appointed  in  his  stead. 

Sept.  36.  1738.  Tbe  Selectmen  met  and  agreed  with  Mr.  Grindal  Raw- 
son  to  keep  school  in  and  for  the  Town  for  six  months  from  and  after  the 
34Ui  day  of  October  nest  att  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  and  to  make 
up  such  time  as  he  shall  loose  until  the  six  months  are  completed,  and  as  a 
recompence  the  Selectmen  in  behalf  of  the  Town  have  fngaiged  to  pay  him 
the  sum  of  twenty-two  pounds  and  ten  shillings  as  witness  our  hands 

Thomas  Sanford      ] 

Thomas  Thaybh 

SiSTH  Ckapin 

Nathaniel  Rawbon  ) 

The  schoolmaster  above  contracted  with  was  the  eleventh 
child  of  the  Rev.  Grindal  and  Snsanna  (Wilson)  Rawson,  the 
third  minister  of  the  town.  He  was  born  Sept.  6,  1707,  and 
was  probably  the  first  person  to  graduate  from  Hai'vard  College. 
He  graduated  in  1738.  He  aftei-wards  taught  here  in  1739  and 
1730.     ■ 

Mr.  E.  B.  Crane,  in  his  Rawson  Family  Memorial,  was  mis- 
taken in  supposing  that  Grindal  Rawson  taught  the  Jirsi  public 
school  in  Meudon.  John  Warfield,  William  Boyce  and  others 
had  taught  the  public  schools  for  some  yeai-s  prior  to  the  advent 
of  Mr.  Rawson,  Deacon  Wai-field  having  been  chosen  schoolmas- 
ter many  years  before.  According  to  the  town  records,  neither 
Deacon  Warfield,  Mr.  Boyce,  or  the  others,  instructed  the 
scholai-s  in  any  branch  beyond  reading  and  writing. 

There  being  but  one  school-house  as  yet  in  the  town,  the 
schools  were  kept  in  different  portions  of  the  town,  and  were 
called  moving  schools. 

Mr.  Rawson,  being  the  graduate  of  a  college,  was,  without 
doubt,  hired  to  teach  something  besides  reading  and  writing; 
and  so,  if  he  was  not  hired  to  teach  tlie  first  public  school,  his 
was  ih.&  first  of  an  advanced  grade. 

By  this  time  the  subject  of  a  new  meeting  house  was  again 
agitated. 

Feb,  9,  1728.  The  town  "  voted  to  build  a  new  meeting 
house  and  it  passed  by  a  clear  vote  to  sett  sd  meeting  house 
within  twenty  Eods  of  the  place  where  the  meeting  house  now 
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stands;  this  vote  was  tryed  By  dividing  the  house  and  number- 
ing the  poles." 

At  this  meeting  a  disagreement  in  regard  to  the  line  between 
Mendon  and  Uxbridge  began  to  be  mooted,  and  althongh  at- 
tempts were  made,  from  time  to  time,  to  settle  the  question  of- 
bonndaiy,  yet  no  final  adjustment  was  made  until  1754,  At 
this  meeting  it  was  asked  whether  the  town  would  grant  the 
town  of  Uxbridge  "sixt  Rod  for  Sagg  of  Chain,"  and  the  vote 
]»assed  in  the  negative. 

Thomas  Sanford  protested  against  tlie  vote  fixing  a  looation 
for  the  meeting  house,  and  James  Keith  protested  against  the 
whole  doings  of  the  meeting. 

This  meeting  was  adjourned  to  Mai'ch  35,  when  the  town  met 
and,  after  "a  considerable  discourse,"  about  what  does  not  ap- 
peal- upon  the  record,  again  adjourned  to  the  35th  of  August, 
and  at  that  time  "it  passed  by  a  clear  vote  that  every  ai-ticle 
that  was  acted  on  by  virtue  of  a  wai'rant  bearing  date  February 
y'  19,  1728  is  and  shall  Be  and  Remain  for  ever  to  be  of  no  value 
nor  virtue  Butt  shall  forever  be  accompted  to  be  of  no  force  nor 
■virtue." 

The  General  Court  having  voted  to  issue  £60,000  in  Bills  of 
Credit,  Capt.  Seth  Chapin,  Jacob  Aldrich  and  Nathan  Tyler 
were  chosen  Tnistees  to  manage  the  share  of  Mendon,  which  was 
£370. 

May  15.  Daniel  Taft  was  chosen  Representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  and  it  was  again  voted  "  to  build  a  new  meeting 
house  within  twenty  rods  of  the  place  where  the  meeting  house 
now  stands." 

J  uly  13.  Thomas  Sanford,  Thomas  Thayer  and  Jacob  Aldi-icli, 
a  committee,  met  John  Fai-num,  Solomon  AVood  and  Joseph 
Taft,  a  committee  of  the  town  of  Uxbridge,  and  run  the  line 
between  the  two  towns,  as  is  recorded  by  the  town  clerk.  It  is 
not  found  that  this  committee  made  any  report  of  their  doings, 
and  so,  it  is  supposed,  the  controversy  was  held  still  in  abeyance. 

August  30.     Town  debts  were  audited  as  follows; 

Thonifts  Sanford £3  01  00    Jacoti  Aldrich £1  16  00 

Capt.  Thomas  Thayer. . .   1  03  00    Thomas  White 1  10  00 

Philip  Leaaure 0  04  00    Capt.  Seth  Chapin 0  05  00 

Voted  to  raise  £4:0  to  defray  town  charges  the  present  year. 
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A  committee  was  ohoseii  to  lay  oiit  300  acres  of  land  for  the 
propnetoi's,  but  for  what  purpose  does  not  appear,  inasmuch  as 
the  proprietors  owned  all  the  nnappropnated  lands. 

About  this  time  a  division  of  the  County  (Mendou  still  be- 
longed to  tiie  County  of  Suffolk)  began  to  be  agitated,  bat  Men- 
don  "  voted  not  to  come  in  mth  Johnson's  petition  for  a  new 
county." 

The  interest  for  the  school  money  this  year  was  nine  pounds, 
its  receipted  foj'  by  Daniel  Lovet,  Town  Treasurer. 


1729.     March  3.     Chose  Daniel  Taft  Moderator, 

Chose  Samuel  Thayer,  Daniel  Lovet,  Capt.  Thomas  Thayer, 
Thomas  Sanford  and  Nathaniel  Rawson,  Selectmen,  and  then 
adjoiii\aed  until  to-mon-ow  at  11  o'clock  A.  M.,  Deacon  John 
Tiler  and  Thomas  White,  Town  Clerk,  protesting  against  iiTega- 
larities  in  the  choice  of  town  officers. 

Mai'ch  4.  The  town  met,  piirsumit  to  adjonrnmeut,  when, 
"after  some  discourse  and  in  a  tumult,"  the  Moderator  (Daniel 
Taft)  adjourned  sd  meeting  until  March  11th. 

March  8.  The  following  record  shows  that,  although  they 
usually  kept  the  bonds  of  peace,  the  inhabitants  did  not  always 
work  together.iu  the  spirit  of  unity. 

For  some  reason,  though  not  stated,  the  Town  Clerk  refused 
to  record  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  held  March  3d,  as  will 
be  seen  by  the  following  order: 

"Mai-ch.8.  Thomas  White,  Town  Clerk  of  Meudoii;  th&se  are  to  older 
you  to  record  all  the  votes  passed  in  our  town  meeting  for  the  clioice  of 
Town  officers  on  March  y*  third  current  and  continued  by  the  town  ad- 
journment  to  March  the  fouilh  current  ajidalso  by  whom  said  meeting  was 
fijorued  to  sd  foui'tli  day  of  Marcli  curi'ent  and  likewise  Recoi'd  this  order 
tlierewltli 

pr  us       Thomas  Thayer       "i 

Thomas  Sabtokd  Select 

Nathabibi,  Rawson  >         men 
Samuel  Thatbr  of  Mendon." 

Daniel  Lovet  | 

Mai'ch  11.  At  this  meeting  Capt.  Seth  Chapin,  Daniel  Taft, 
Capt.  William  Eaweon,  Jacob  Aldrich  and  Nathan  Tiler  were 
chosenSelectmen;ThomaB  White,  Town  Clerk;  BbencKer  Staples, 
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TowD  Treaecirer,  and  Jamea  Wood  and  John  Legg  for  Asyes- 
sore.  As  showing  the  increase  of  the  length  of  roads  in  town, 
nine  Highway  Surveyors  were  chosen. 

March  18.  At  a  town  meeting  "for  compleatiiig  thechoioeof 
officers  Src"  legally  warned, 

James  Keith  was  chosen  Moderator  by  44  votes. 

Thomas  Sauford  was  then  chosen  Town  Clerk  by  40  votes; 
Daniel  Lovet  was  chosen  Town  Treasurer  by  36  votes;  ]!^"at!iaii 
Penniman  was  chosen  Constable  for  the  south  end  of  the  town, 
and  William  Haywaj'd,  Tershtis,  for  the  north  end  of  the  town. 
All  the  minor  offices  were  then  filled. 

April  4.  Tlie  records  of  the  General  Court,  Vol.  XIV.,  pp. 
312,  236  and  227,  will  set  forth  the  end,  if  they  do  not  explain 
the  nature  of  the  iiTcgularities  of  the  town  meetings  in  March. 

On  page  212  may  be  found  a  reference  to— 

"A  Petition  of  TLomas  Sauford,  Clerk  of  tlie  Town  of  Mendon,  com- 
plaining of  sundry  Irregularities  Committed  by  Daniel  Taft  Esq.,  Modera- 
tor of  their  late  meeting  in  March  last  and  of  others  at  the  said  meeting,  as 
particularly  set  forth  in  sdd  petition  (Petition  not  found)  by  which  means 
great  Confusions  are  brought  on  the  said  Town  Prajiug  that  this  Coui't 
would  please  to  interpose  their  Authority  and  direct  to  some  proper  method 
for  Redress  and  Relief  of  the  Inhahitants  of  said  Towd. 

In  Council  Read  and  Ordered  Tliat  the  Petitioners  serve  Mr.  Daniel  Taft, 
Moderator  of  the  late  Town  Meeting  at  Mendon  and  Mr.  Thomas  White 
(chosen  Town  Cleric  on  the  lltii  of  March)  with  copies  of  this  Petition  so 
that  they  may  put  in  their  imawer  thereto  on  Fryday  the  11th.  cun'ent. 

April  15,  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Bead  again  the  Petition  of 
Thomas  Santord,  Town  Clerk  of  Mendon,  with  the  answer  of  Daniel  Taft 
Esq.  and  the  same  being  fully  considered,  voted  that  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Town  of  Meudou  at  their  meetings  on  the  t!iird  and  eighteenth  days  of  March 
last  be  and  are  hereby  declared  regular,  legal  and  valid,  and  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  said  Town  on  the  fourth  and  ekeenOi  days  of  March  are  declared 
null  and  void." 

The  iri'egularity  of  Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  in  part,  at  least,  was 
his  adjournment  of  the  town  meeting  to  Mai-ch  11th  without  a 
vote  of  the  t«wii.  What  the  other  ii-i-egulai'ities  wore  that 
created  the  "great  confusions'' in  the  absence  of  the  petition, 
we  fail  to  discover. 

May  17.  Being  a  meeting  for  the  choice  of  a  Eepreseutative 
to  the  General  Court,  after  four  trials  there  was  no  choice,  and 
the  meeting  adjourned. 
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August  27.  Being  a  town  meeting  legally  warned,  Daniel 
Taft  waB  chosen  Moderator.  After  the  meeting  was  opened 
there  was  some  debate,  but  aboiit  what,  the  record  is  silent,  and 
then  the  meeting  adjourned  fpr  lialf  an  hour.  Being  called  to 
order,  after  some  debate  (about  what,  is  still  in  the  dark),  the 
Moderator  offered  to  the  town  in  order  for  a  vote,  saying,  "You 
that  ai-e  of  a  mind  not  to  act  any  thing  on  the  warrant,  Signifie 
it  by  holding  up  your  handii,"  which  vote  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive by  them  that  were  present,  and  then  said  Moderator  with- 
drew and  earned  away  the  waiTant,  and  so  the  meeting  ended. 

Dec.  3.  The  Selectmen  agreed  with  William  Eiiwson  to  keep 
school  for  three  months,  at  the  i-ate  of  forty-five  jtonnds  [)(;r 
iinnum. 

CAPT,  WILLIAM    HAIVHON*. 

This  William  (afterwards  Oapt,  William)  was  the  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Anne  (Glover)  Eawson,  and  the  grandson  of  Edwai-d, 
for  a  long  time  Colonial  Secretary.  He  wae  born  in  Boston,  in 
Bromfield  street,  then  called  Rawson's  lane,  Dee.  a,  1682,  and 
giTiduated  at  Hai'vai-d  College  in  1703.  In  1689  he  removed, 
with  his  father,  from  Boston  to  Dorchester,  and,  not  along  time 
afterwai'ds,  to  Braintree.  In  1710  he  man-ied  Sarali  Crosby,  of 
Billeriea  and  settled  in  Me]idon,  and  there  died  in  October,  1769. 
He  was  the  eighth  of  a  family  of  twenty  children.  He  was  a 
cousin  of  Eev.  Grindal  Rawson,  who  was  bom  Sept.  6,  1707, 
gi'adnated  at  Hari'ai'd  College  in  1728,  and  settled,  for  life,  in  the 
ministry  at  East  Haddam,  Connecticut,  where  he  died  March  27, 
1777,  £e.  70.  William  Eawson  succeeded  liini  as  the  foni-tli 
school-master  of  Mendon. 

He  was  chosen  one  of  the  Selectmen  March  11,  1729,  but  the 
General  Court  declared  all  the  doings  of  that  meeting  null  and 
void.     March  I,  1731,  he  was  chosen  Town  Clerk. 

The  town  gi-anted  ^23, 15s  to  cover  the  espense  of  the  recent 
appeal  to  the  General  Court  about  the  March  meetings,  and  £50 
to  defi-ay  town  chai'ges  over  and  above  Mr.  Dorr's  ealaiy. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Trustees  for  the  town's  share 
of  the  bills  of  credit,  issued  by  the  Province,  were  nnder  bonds 
for  a  proper  management  of  the  same.  They  were  to  loan  the 
money  upon  proper  security  and  collect  the  interest.     It  seems 
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they  had  failed  in  tlieir  duty  in  this  regai'd  a3  tlie  Town  Treas- 
urer was  directed  to  sue  the  Trnatees,  their  heirs,  executors  and 
administrators  for  the  interest  due  on  the  bills  of  credit. 

Dec.  10.  It  was  voted  to  add  ten  pounds  to  Mr.  Dorr's  salaiy 
for  the  present  year.  It  was  also  voted  "that  they  that  have  any 
sheep  in  their  Custody  that  ai-e  not  their  own  shall  bring  such 
aheop  to  the  pound  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  December,  annually, 
or  give  the  marks  of  such  sheep  to  Jacob  Aldrich  on  that  day," 

The  subject  of  a  new  meeting  house  was  again  brought  up  as 
wiU  appear  by  the  following  votes. 

It  was  proposed  to  the  town  "  wheither  they  would  Build  a  new 
meeting  House  for  the  accommodation  of  the  town  in  General 
Both  for  a  place  of  Public  worship  and  also  for  a  place  for  the 
Town's  public  Conventions  to  Manage  their  Civil  affairs,"  audit 
passed  in  the  affirmative. 

"Yoted  to  submit  the  fixing  of  a  site  for  the  new  meeting  house 
to  a  Committee  of  uidiflerent  persons  not  residents  of  Meudon," 
and  then  adjonrned  to  Monday,  the  15th,  current  at  10  o'clock 
A.  M. 

Dec.  15.  At  the  town  meeting  this  day  Dea.  John  Tiler, 
Bleazer  Taft,  Samuel  Torrey  and  Daniel  Hill  entered,  their  pro- 
test against  choosing  a  committee  "  for  stating  the  place  for  the 
Meeting  House, " 

Sotwithstandiug  the  protest  the  town  chose  Mr,  Ebenezer 
Stone,  of  Newton,  Jonathan  Ware,  Esq,,  of  Wrentham,  Eben- 
ezer Wai'd,  Esq.,  of  Sonthborough,  Capt.  Bdwai'd  Clark,  of 
Medway,  and  Oapt.  Nathan  Brigham,  of  Marlborough,  a  quo- 
rum of  whom  were  to  estabhsh  the  site  for  the  meeting  house, 

Jacob  Aldrich,  Gapt.  Thomas  Thayer,  James  Keith  and  Seth 
Chapin,  jr.,  were  chosen  a  Committee  to  notify  the  Committee 
above  chosen  and  request  them  to  attend,  and  also  "to  aecom- 
panie  them  and  Inform  y"  of  the  Circumstances  of  the  Town 
Relating  to  the  Business. " 

To  make  the  matter  more  sore  the  town  "voted  they  would 
Stand  to  and  Abide  the  Judgment  of  the  Committee,  or  the 
major  part  of  them  that  should  attend  said  sei-vice." 

The  Committee  were  to  meet  "  at  the  house  of  Thomas  San- 
ford,  on  Wednesday,  the  31st,  cuiTent,  in  order  to  proceed- to 
Ijusiuess,  where  they  ai-o  to  be  entei-tained,  at  free  cost  to  the 
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Town,  the  First  night,  the  second  night  at  Dea.  John  Tiler's,  the 
third  night  at  0»pt  Thomas  Thayer's  on  fi-ee  cost  as  the  first 
night." 

It  seems  vai-ious  parties,  in  town,  hsid  iucnrred  divei's  ex- 
penses abont  the  matter  of  the  meeting  honae  and  that  tlie  town 
had  assumed  the  chai'ges  of  tliose  liying  at  tlie  south  end  of  the 
town,  hut,-  for  reasons  not  known  had  refused  to  asssume  tlie  ex- 
penses of  those  living  at  the  north  end  of  tlie  town. 

The  first  Friends'  Meeting  House  in  Mendon  was  biiilt  tiiis 
jeai'. 

By  the  kindness  of  friend  Eichai'd  Battey,  of  Smitlifleld,  R. 
I.,  I  am  enabled  to  give  the  following- account  of  its  erection 
and  of  its  final  removal. 

In  a  note  dated  12th,  2iid,  1878,  he  says  the  first  record  con- 
ceraing  the  erection  of  this  house,  dated  10th  of  y°  7th  mo  1739, 
is  in  the  following  words:  "The  Undertakers  of  Mendon  Meet- 
ing House  aa'e  desired  to  bring  in  an  accoant  to  next  Monthly 
Meeting  of  their  proceedings  therein. " 

The  second  and  last  record,  relating  to  its  building,  is  in  the 
following  words:  "  The  4tli  of  y*  12th.  mo.  1729,  Samuel  Thayer 
having  ballanced  his  account  about  Mendon  Meeting  Honse 
there  is  due-him  the  sum  of  £9.13.7." 

From  the  completion  of  the  house  "A  Meeting  for  Public 
Worship  was  held  there,  at  the'  i-egulai'  stated  times,  rrntil  3d 
mo.    1841,    when  it  was  discontinued  by  Smithfield  Monthly 


This  house  was  sold  to  Col.  Israel  Pluniraer,  of  Northbridge, 
in  1850,  who  took  it  down  and  with  its  timbers  a  depot  was 
built  on  the  line  of  the  P.  &  W.  railroad  in  Northbridge,  at  the 
granite  qnaii-y. 

The  present  Friends'  Meeting  House  in  Blackstone  (then 
Mendon)  was  built  in  the  summer  of  1813  and  was  knoivn  as 
South.  Mendon  Meeting  House. 

The  following  "testimony,"  of  Smithfield  monthly  meeting, 
concerning  Moses  Aldrich  of  Mendon,  is  in  the  following  words; 
"He  was  bora  in  Mendon  4th  mo.  1690;  united  himself  with 
Friends  about  the  31et  year  of  his  age  and  four  or  five  years  af- 
tei-wards  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  ministry,  in  whicli  work 
he  was  well  approved. 
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In  17SJ3  he  visited  the  Island  of  Barbadoee  laboring  in  the 
work  of  the  ministry.  In  1730  he  visited  most  of  the  Colonies 
on  this  continent  going  as  far  south  as  the  Carolinas.  In  1734  he 
again  visited  Barbadoes,  and  in  1839  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
spent  the  most  of  two  years  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  the 
seiTice  of  tmth. 

He  is  spoken  of  as  a  man  of  cheerful  mind,  pleasant  in  con- 
versation, of  exemplary  life  and  endowed  with  a  soimd  nuder- 
stianding  as  a  man. 

In  his  last  sickness,  noticing  that  his  children  were  troiibled 
at  the  apparent  near  approach  of  death,  he  said  "  mourn  not  for 
me,  but  monrn  for  yourselves:  it  is  well  with  me  and  as  well  to 
depart  now  as  to  live  longer,"  He  retained  his  senses  to  the  last 
and  died  the  9th  of  9th  mo.  1761,  in  the  71st  year  of  liis  age. 
He  was  buried  in  Friends'  Burying  gt-ound  in  Mendon. 

He  was  the  son  of  Jacob  and  the  grandson  of  G-eorge  Aldrieh, 
who  came  from  England,  and  was  one  of  the  First  settlers  of 
Mendon.  The  late  ffaitee  Davenport  was  one  of  his  grand- 
daughters, " 


1730.  Feb.  15.  Upon  a  report  of  a  Committee  previously 
chosen  for  tliat pmi)ose,  the  town  "voted  to  Build  the  Meeting 
House  fifty  feet  long,  foi-ty-five  feet  wide  and  twenty-four  feet 
high  and  the  house  to  be  a  studded  lionse." 

Mr.  Joseph  Sumner,  Mr.  Benjamin  WTieelock  and  Mr.  Na- 
thaniel Eawson  were  chosen  a  Committee  and  "Impowered  to 
agree  with  workmen  to  Build  sd  House  and  to  have  y'oversiglit 
of  y'  work  until  sd  House  be  raised. " 

Voted  also  "to  Raise  by  a  Tax  the  sum  of  Two  hundred 
Pounds,  the  one  half  to  be  paid  into  the  Town  Treasury  on  or 
before  the  last  day  of  October  next  and  the  other  half  on  or  be- 
fore the  last  day  of  December  following;  and  to  be  drawn  out 
thence  by  the  above  sd  Committee  or  their  Successors  in  sd 
Tnist  to  be  Imploied  and  Improved  for  andtowai'ds  the  Building 
and  setting  up  the  fraim  of  sd  House  and  to  provide  Meterials 
for  Covering,  Enclosing  and  finishing  sd  House  so  fiii-  as  sd 
Money  will  extend." 

Upon  the  petition  of  certain  inhabitants  on  the  oast  side  of 
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Mill  Eiyer,  provided  that  tlie  land,  or  any  pai't  of  the  samej  ou 
the  easterly  side  of  said  riTer,  should  be  set  off  as  a  particular 
town  within  ten  years,  then  the  town  voted  "to  Reinburst  to  ■ 
the  Petitioners  so  Much  Money  as  shall  be  fclieir  part  or  propor- 
tion of  money  as  shall  be  assessed  on  them  for  and  toward 
Building  the  Pi-esent  Meeting  House  for  the  Town." 

At  this  meeting,  at  the  request  of  John  Tiler  and  othei's,  it 
was  put  to  vote  whether  the  town  should  repair  the  old  meeting 
house  or  the  town  be  divided,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative; 
whereupon  Samuel  Torrey,  Gapt.  Seth  Ohapin,  Benjamin  Green, 
Nathan  Tiler,  Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  William  Ton-ey,  Eieazer  Taft, 
Bbenesier  Wood,  Deacon  John  Joans,  Samuel  Moor,  John  Sad- 
ler, Deacon  John  Tiler,  Robert  Tiler,  Thomas  Beard,  Jr., 
Thomas  Tenney,  John  Pen7,  Abraham  Jones,  John  Tiler,  Jr., 
Joseph  Tiler,  Israel  Taft,  William  Green,  John  Rawaon,  Thomas 
Beard,  William  Johnson,  Ebeuezer  Wood,  Jr.,  Moses  Tenney, 
Samuel  Wood  and  Samuel  Nelson  entered  their  protests  against 
"  Building  a  Meeting  House  on  the  Spot  which  the  Committee 
had  stated  as  the  place  and  against  any  money  to  Bnild  the 
same." 

Mai'ch  y°3,  II'SO.  Being  a  legal  town  meeting  for  the  choice 
of  town  officers,  &c.,  at  said  meeting  Mr.  James  Keith,  by  n- 
majority  of  votes,  was  chosen  Moderator,  and,  after  some  demur, 
chose  Capt.  Seth  Ohapin,  Jr.,  Moderator,  and  "after  some  fur- 
ther Demm-  the  poeple  went  away  and  the  meeting  ceased." 

March  16.  Voted  not  to  send  a  Repi'esentative  to  the  General 
Court  this  yeai-,  forty-tliree  to  thirty-nine. 

The  Selectmen,  it  is  presumed,  presided  at  the  choice  of  a 
Representative,  as  the  Moderator  was  not  chosen  until  after  that 
question  had  been  decided. 

Jacob  Aldrich  was  now  chosen  Moderator,  aud,  after  the  war- 
rant was  amended,  the  following  motions  were  submitted,  and, 
seriatim,  severally  defeated:  to  build  a  new  meeting  house  within 
twenty  rods  of  the  old  one;  to  build  two  meeting  houses;  to 
repair  the  old  one,  and  to  divide  the  town. 

March  16.  Jacob  Aldrich,  Deacon  John  Jones,  Joseph  Sum- 
ner, Lieut.  Daniels  and  David  How  were  chosen  Selectmen; 
Capt.  William  Rawson,  Town  Clerk;  Daniel  Lovet,  Town 
Treasurer,  and  John  Sadler  and  John  Legg,  Constables. 
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April  6.  Voted,  that  five  feet  be  taken  from  forty-flve  feet 
in  tliG  width  of  the  new  meeting  honse,  and  two  feet  from  the 
twentj-fonr  feet  in  the  height,  when  the  meeting  was  adjourned 
for  the  apace  of  half  an  hour.  After  being  called  to  order,  it 
was  put  to  vote  "wheather  the_  Town  would  Alter  the  Seituation 
of  the  New  Meeting  House  layd  out  by  the  Committee,  and  it 
passed  in  the  Negative." 

Mr.  Grindal  Bawson  was  again  chosen  to  keep  school  for  one 
yeai-. 

Notices  for  town  meetings  were  directed  to  be  set  up,  ten 
days  before  the  meeting,  at  Philip  Cliase's,  at  Capt.  Eaweon's 
house,  at  David  How's,  and  at  Samuel  Thompson's  mill. 

The  town,  it  seems,  was  not  satisfied  with  the  failure  to  elect 
a,  Representative  in  March,  as,  -July  3,  they  chose  Thomas  San- 
■■  ford  and  Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  "  to  Prefer  a  Petition  to  the  House 
in  order  to  obtain  a  Precept." 

The  subject  of  a  new  county  agiiiu  began  to  be  agitated  about 
this  time,  and,  Aug.  37th,  the  town  voted  "to  prefer  a  Petition 
to  the  Honorable  General  Court  to  grant  a  new  County  at  the 
west  end  of  our  County,  (Suffolk)  and,  if  not  gi-anted,  not  to 
carry  us  out  of  our  County." 

Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  and  Lieut.  Daniel  Lovet  were  sent  to  treat 
with  those  gentlemen  whe  were  appointed  to  meet  at  Mr,  Le- 
land's,  in  Hasauamisco,  concerning  a  new  county. 

Sept.  8,  At  a  town  meeting  the  question  of  a  new  meeting 
house  was  again  brought  np  for  consideration.  Motions  were 
made  to  build  a  new  meeting  house  within  twenty  rods  of  the 
old  one;  to  make  void  all  votes  passed  contrary  to  the  first  vote 
concerning  a  new  meeting  honse,  and  to  divide  the  town,  all  of 
which  were  again  defeated, 

Sept.  17.  Lieut.  Daniel  Lovet,  Nathan  Tyler  and  Capt. 
Thomas  Thayer  were  chosen  a  committee  to  treat  with  the  Ux- 
bridge  committee  concerning  the  ministry  and  school  laws,  and 
report  to  them. 

Oct  30.  The  new  meeting  house  being  still  the  subject  for 
consideration,  and  Jacob  Aldrich  having  been  chosen  Moderator, 
the  town  meeting  was  adjourned  for  ?ialf  an  hour,  then  to  meet 
at  the  old  meeting  house. 

The  following  motions,  in  succession,  were  then  made  and 
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aevorally  failed  of  an  affirmative  vote,  viz:  To  set  the  new  meet- 
ing house  by  the  heap  of  stones  made  by  the  committee  chosen 
by  the  town;  to  set  it  np  within  six  or  eight  rode  of  the  same 
place;  to  build  two  meeting  houses  and  give  the  minister  liberty 
to  preach  in  which  he  wiU,  and  to  set  off  a  part  of  the  north  end 
of  the  town  to  join  with  Hopkinton. 

It  was  then  voted  to  set  the  new  meeting  house  at  tiie  westerly 
end  of  the  bui'ying  place,  where  the  timber  lies. 

Deacon  John  Tiler,  Capt,  Seth  Chapin,  Ebenezer  Wood,  Na- 
than Tiler,  John  Green,  Benjamin  Green,  John  Saddler,  Deacon 
Samuel  Moor,  Joseph  Tiler,  Jabez  Bellows,  Thomas  Beard,  Jr., 
William  Torrey  and  Wilham  Johnson,  protested  against  build- 
ing a  meeting  house  any  nearer  the  bnrying  place  than  within 
twenty  rods  of  the  old  meeting  hoiise,  and  agaijist  allowing  any- 
thing more  or  leas  for  raising  the  same,  except  it  be  within 
twenty  rods  of  the  old  meeting  honse. 

Notwithstanding  this  protest  the  town  "voted  that  money  be 
raised  by  a  Rate  to  defray  the  Charges  of  raising  the  meeting 
house  as  to  the  provision  paii."  No  instructions  were  given  as 
to  the  quantity  or  quality  of  the  provisions  to  be  furjiiehed,  ex- 
cept what  may  be  learned  .by  the  following  vote: — 

Voted,  that  "  the  Town  provide  a  ban-el  of  Bkum  towards 
the  Raising  the  New  Meeting  House." 

Oapt.  Thomas  Thayer,  Lieut  James  Lovett  and  David  How 
were  then  chosen  a  committee  "  to  take  care  of  the  Victuals  and 
Drink  &  other  materials  Necessaiy  for  Raising  the  New  Meeting 
House. " 

In  the  mean  time  the  General  Conrt  had  been  appealed  to  by 
the  opponents  to  the  new  meeting  house,  as  by  the  following 
record  will  appeai" 

Dec.  1.  Deacon  Thomas  Sanford,  Lieut.  Daniel  Lovet  and 
Nathaniel  Rawson  were  chosen  a  committee  "  to  answer  Samuel 
Moor's  petition,  in  defence  of  the  Town." 

Court  Record,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  441. 

Oct.  38.  1730,  A  Petition  of  Samuel  Moot  and  fifty  others,  Inhabitauts 
of  Mendon,  Shewing  Uiat  there  are  great  divisiona  amoug  them  as  to  the 
Place  for  setting  up  their  Meeting  House;  that  a  dlaafEect«d  party  liave 
prevailed  so  far  as  to  obtwu  a  vote  for  setting  it  in  a  veiy  inconvenient 
place,  Tlierefore  praying  that  this  Court  would  appoint  a  Committee  to  re- 
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piiir  to  Mendon  and  state  tlie  place  they  inaj   Ihink  most  convenient  for 
ei'ECliDg  their  Meeting  House 

In  Council,  Read  and  Ordeied  tLat  the  Petitioneis  serve  the  Town  of 
Mendon  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  that  bo  they  niay  give  their  answer 
tliereto  on  the  first  Thursday  of  the  next  Session  and  that  tliey  desist 
from  raising  the  Meeting  House  in  the  mean  time 

In  the  House  of  Representatu  es  Read  &  Concurred 

Consented  to      J,  Bklciiek. 

Notwithstanding  this  injnnction  of  tlie  General  Court,  "  tlie 
disaffected  pai-ty"  (being  a  majority  of  the  votei-s)  stood  upon 
their  dignity,  (another '  name  for  sqnatter  sovereignty,  we  sup- 
pose,) to  say  nothing  of  the  regai'd  they  might  have  for  the 
"victuals  and  drink"  to  be  provided  for  the  occasion,  forth- 
with raised  the  meeting  honse,  whereupon  Dea<!on  Moore  and 
others  again  appealed  to  the  General  Conrt,  as  may  be  seen  in 
the  Court  Records,  Vol.  XIV  p.  448. 

Dec.  17,  1730  A  Memoriai  of.  Samuel  Moore  and  divers  Inhahitaiits  of 
Mendon  complaining  of  the  great  Neglect  &  ContempI:  cast  on  the 
Oi'der  of  the  Court  (passed  on  the  38th.  day  of  October  last,)  for  staying 
the  proceedings  of  the  sdd  Town  in  building  their  Meeting  House,  by  the 
Selectmen  aud  othera  there,  who  have  proceeded,  notwithstanding  said 
Order,  to  raise  the  said  Meeting  House. 

In  Council.  Bead  and  Ordered  that  the  Selectmen  of  Mendon  attend 
this  Court  on  Wednesday  the  twenty  third  instant  at  tea  of  the  clock  in  the 
Pore  noon  there  to  answer  the  Contempt  (alleged  therein  to  be)  by  them 
cast  on  the  Order  of  this  Court  within  refened  to,  and  tlie  memorialists 
notify  them  of  this  Order  accordingly. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Bead  &  Con, 

Conrt,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  453. 

Dec.  33.  This  Day  being  appointed  for  the  Heaiing  of  the  Selectmen  of 
Mendon  to  answer  the  Complaint  of  Samuel  Moore  and  others  for  their 
Casting  Contempt  on  an  Order  of  this  Court  referring  to  the  Meeting 
House  tliei'e,  and  orUy  t/iree  of  Ihe  five  al*ended,  tlie  other  two  neglecting  to 
appear. 

The  following  vote  was  passed  in  the  affair,  viz: — 

In  Council,  Whereas  David  How  and  Joseph  Sumner  two  of  the  Select- 
men of  the  Town  of  Mendon  have  not  attended  this  Court  according  to 
Order  to  answer  a  Complaiiit  of  Samuel  Moore ;  Ordered  that  the  said  David 
How  and  Joseph  Sumner,  with  Jacob  Aldrich  and  Bleazer  Daniels  (two 
other  Selectmen  of  the  same  Town,)  attend  this  Court  without  fail  on 
Wednesday  the  thirtieth  Instant  at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  Pore  Noon  then 
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Ifl  answer  to  Uie  Complsdnt  of  the  said  Moore  for  Showing  Ooatempt  to  tlie 
Order  of  this  Court. 

In  the  H.  of  E.    Read  and  Con. 

Consented  to,    J.  Bet,ohei{. 

Court,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  459. 

Dec.  31,  1730.  The  Selectmen  of  Mention  having  attended  yesterday  to 
answer  the  Complaint  of  Samnel  Moore,  tlie  following  vote  was  passed,  on 
the  said  affair,  at  the  Boai'd  and  sent  down  to  the  House,  viz; — 

In  Council,  whereas  upon  a  hearing  had  upon  a  complaint  of  Samuel 
Moore  of  Mendon,  It  appears  that  said  Selectmen  have  been  guilty  of  a 
Great  Contempt  of  the  Authority  of  this  Court,  Except  Mr.  Jones  who 
fully  acquitted  himself  thereof. 

Voted  that  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  be  desired  to  Reprimand  tlie 
said  Selectmen  for  their  said  offence  &  that  the  said  Selectmen  pay  the 
charge  of  this  Complaint  to  Mr.  Moore,  the  Complainant,  and  thereupon 
be  discharged  from  their  attendance. 


1731.  About  this  time  warrants  for  town  meetiuge  began 
to  be  recorded,  and  they  were  issued  "  in  his  Majesty's  name." 

Jan  25.  Seth  Chapin  Jnn.,  was  chosen  a  Deputy  for  the  Gen- 
eral Oonrt  to  be  held  at  Boston  on  the  10th  day  of  February 
next. 

Daniel  Taft  was  then  chosen  Moderator, 

Then  Toted  that  the  town  would  not  go  on  and  finish  tlic 
Meeting  House;  and  when  the  vote  was  "scrupled"  the  house 
was  divided,  and  the  vote  was  still  fotmd  to  be  in  the  negative. 

After  voting  out  the  other  iii-ticles,  the  Moderator  dissolved 
the  meeting. 

March  1.     Daniel  Taft  was  chosen  Moderator. 

For  Selectmen,  Thomas  Taft,  Ijieut.  Daniel  Lovet,  Ensign 
>Seth  Chapiu  and  Oapt.  Thomas  Thayer;  Town  Clerk,  Capt.  Wil- 
liam Rawaon;  Town  Treasurer,  Capt.  Seth  Chapin,  and  for  Con- 
stables, Thomas  Thayer,  Jr.,  and  Samuel  Warfield. 

A  motion  was  made  to  set  off  a  pai't  of  the  town  known  by  the 
name  of  Mill  River,  and  the  motion  was  lost. 

Although  Mendon  had  once  agi-eed  to  the  creation  of  a  now 
County,  when  it  was  found  that  a  new  county  was  to  be  created, 
they  voted  to  petition  the  General  Court  that  the  town  might 
continue  to  be  a  portion  of  the  County  of  Suffolk;  but  as  no 
iurther  steps  were  taken  in  the  premises,  it  ia  presumed  the 
question  was  not  further  controverted. 
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THE   COUNTY    OF   WORCESTER, 

In  the  Massachusetts  Archives,  -Colonial,  Vol.  VI.  pp.  16  to 
31,  may  be  found  the  following  record: 

Anno  Eegnii  Regis  Georgii  3do  Quarto. 
Tlie  following  Towns  made  the  County  of  Worcestev  Peti.  18.  1730(o.  s.) 
J.  QuiNCY,  Speaker  H.  of  R. 
J.  WiLLABD,  Secy.  Council. 
Worcester,  Lancaster,  Weatborough,  Shrewstiury,  Southborough,  Leices- 
ter, Rutland,  and  Lunenburg,  all  in  the  County  of  Middlesex;  Mendon, 
Woodstock,  Oxford,  Sutton,  including  Hassanainisco,  all  in  the  County  of 
Suffolk ;  Brookfleld  in  lie  County  of  Hampshire,  and  the  South  Towu  laid 
to  the  Narragansett  Soldiers,  with  all  other  lands  lying  within  said  Town- 
ahipawith  the  Inliabitants  thereon,  shall,  from  the  10th.  day  of  July  1731 
be  the  County  of  Worcester,  with  the  Town  of  Worcester  for  the  shire 

May  18. ,  Capt.  Thonms  Thayer  wy.s  chosen  Bepresentative  to 
the  General  Court. 

Daniel  Lovett  wae  then  chosen  Moderator,  when  a  motion  was 
made  to  choose  a  committee  and  "Impower  them  to  Agree  with 
ITxbridge  Committee  and  to  conclude  what  XTxbridge  shall  have 
for  their  pai't  of  the  School  Money  and  it  passed  in  the  Nega- 
tive, " 

The  location  of  the  new  meeting  house,  although  raised,  was 
not  yet  satisfactorily  settled,  as  a  motion  was  made  to  apply  for 
a  committee  of  the  General  Coarfc  to  state  a  place  for  the  new 
meeting  house,  and  said  motion  was  lost. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  raise  money  to  finish  the  new 
meeting  house  where  it  now  stands,  and  the  motion  was  "  Tryed 
by  Hand  Votes  but  not  determined  by  reason  Several  of  the 
-  House  Scrupled  y*  vote,  which  was  farther  Tryed  by  Dividing 
the  House  and  it  passed  in  f  Affirmative  for  Raising  Money  to 
finish  sd  Hoiise," 

June  21.  Voted  to  allow  Uxbridge  two  Iiiindred  pounds  out 
of  the  money  the  school  land  sold  for,  with  the  interest  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  already  in  their  hands,  in  full,  for 
their  right  in  said  land,  to  be  improved  by  them  for  the  use  of 
their  scliool,  as  it  has  been  heretofore  in  Mendon, 

The  meeting  house,  in  face  of  the  injunction  of  the  General 
Court,  was  raised  some  time  in  November,  1730,  but  as  yet 
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nothing  liad  been  done  towards  finishing  it.  The  opposition  was 
not  yet  appeased,  as  we  find. 

Aug.  30.  Alter  scrupling  the  vote  and  dividing  the  House, 
it  waa  voted  to  finish  the  house,  and  Lieut.  Eleazer  Daniels, 
Ijieut.  Daniel  Lovett  and  Benjamin  Dai-ling  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee for  that  purpose. 

As  a  last  resortj  other  methods  than  dividing  the  House  had 
been  resorted  to  by  some  of  the  disafCected,  as  will  appear  by  the 
following  vote: 

Voted  whether  the  town  would  choose  a  committee  "  to  See  if 
they  could  find  out  who  hath,  by  cutting,  damnified  the  Meeting 
House,  and  it  passed  in  the  Negative."  This  last  vote  shows 
that  the  friends  of  the  new  meeting  house  were  willing  to  "  bui-y 
the  hatchet;"  and,  it  is  believed,  that  it  had  the  efEect  that  acts 
of  kindness  usually  have,  as  we  hear  of  no  more  opposition  to 
the  completion  of  the  meeting  honse.  The  damnification  was 
made  by  an  abortive  attempt  to  cut  off  the  southwest  corner  post, 
as  was  verified  when  the  atmcture  wae  taken  down  in  1846. 

Sept.  13.  The  affair  of  the  meeting  house  having  come  to  a 
conclusion,  the  town,  at  this  meeting,  began  to  audit  and  allow 
accounts  and  bills  that  had  been  held  in  abeyance  by  the  recent 
troubles.  Gapt.  Thomas  Thayer,  Lieut.  Daniel  Lovet  and  Na- 
than Tiler  were  allowed  three  shillings  each  for  treating  with 
the  Uxbridge  Committee  about  the  school  lands;  six  others  had 
eighteen  pence  each  for  laying  out  highways;  Capt.  Thomas 
Thayer,  Capt.  William  Rawson  and  Ensign  Seth  Chapin  had 
half  a  crown  each  for  agi-eeing  with  the  Trustees  concerning  the 
loan  money;  Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  and  Lieat.  Daniel  Lovett  had 
four  shillings  each  for  meeting  some  gentlemen  at  Hassananiisco 
about  the  new  County,  and  thirty  pounds  were  added  for  school 
purposes.    ■ 

After  refusing  to  add  to  Mr.  Dorr's  salaa-y  for  the  present 
yeai',  and  foregoing  a  few  taxes,  among  which  was  one  against 
"y°  owners  of  the  Saw  Mill  in  Mendon  adjoining  to  Providence 
Line,"  the  transactions  of  the  year  were  brought  to  a  close. 


1732.     M)u-ch  6.     Chose  for  Selectmen,  Jacob  Aldi-ich,  Wil- 
iam  Torrey,  Daniel  Rrown,  Benjamin  Wheelock  and  Ensign 
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Seth  Ohapin;  Town  Clerk,  William  Eawsou;  Town  Treasurer, 
Daniel  Taffc,  Esq.,  and  for  Constables,  Benjamin  Green  and 
WiUiam  Haywai'd. 

Mar.  7.  Adjournment  from  yesterday.  Voted  against  setting 
ofE  about  thirteen  families  with  pai-ts  of  other  towns  to  be  a  new 
town.     Where  the  thirteen  families  were  located  does  not  appear. 

Voted  not  to  allow  the  present  Town  Clerk  to  put  a  former 
vote  on  record  presented  by  Mr.  Thomas  White.  What  subject 
was  embraced  in  the  vote  does  not  appeai\  Collectors  of  taxes, 
in  the  olden  time,  were  sometimes  slow  in  their  collection,  as  well 
as  the  collectors  of  later  days,  and  hence  the  former  Treasurers 
were  directed  to  sue  the  former  Constables  (collectors)  who  were 
delinquent  in  completing  their  coUectiona. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  principal  roads  were  originally 
laid  out  ten  rods  wide,  so,  it  is  inferred,  that  an  ox  cart  could 
be  driven  in  the  road  without  hindrance  from  rocks  and  trees. 
But  as  times  progressed,  and  the  roads  were  improved,  it  was 
found  that  their  width  might  be  abated;  and  hence,  about  this 
time,  the  town  began  to  sell  off  portions  of  the  road  to  the  abut- 
tei-s.  A  strip  thirty-flve  rods  long  was  at  this  time  sold  to 
Eleazer  Taft. 

May  15..   Capt.  Thomas  Thayer  was  chosen  Representative. 

Daniel  Taft,  Esq, ,  Lieut.  Daniel  Lovett  and  Nathan  Tyler  were 
chosen  a  committee  "to  finish  that  affair  with  Uxbridge  about 
the  school  money  according  to  the  former  vote." 

One  hundred  poiinds  were  raised  to  repair  highways  and 
bridges. 

For  work  on  the  highways  the  town  voted  to  allow  eight  shil- 
lings per  diem  to  a  man  with  a  team  of  three  cattle,  from  May 
15th  to  the  last  of  September,  and  to  a  single  man  four  shillings 
per  diem,  within  the  time  mentioned,  and  to  begin  at  8  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  From  October  1  to  March  1  six  shillings  for  a 
man  and  team  and  three  for  a  single  man. 

Voted  to  choose  "  School  Dames  {for  the  first  time)  to  kee]i 
School  in  the  Out  Skirts  of  the  Town,"  and  thirty  pounds  was 
raised  for  that  pui'pose. 

Voted  that  for  eveiy  ram  running  at  large,  contrary  tro  a  town 
vote,  the  owner  shoiild  pay  five  shillings,  "or  not  have  him," 
and  six  pence  a  week  for  keeping  him. 
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Miiy  16.  JosepJi  Haven  mid  and  Paul  Laiigdon,  Selectmen  of 
Hopkinton,  and  Seth  Chapin,  Jr.,  and  John  Jones,  Selectmen 
of  Mendon,  perambulated  the  line  between  the  the  two  towns, 
beginning  at  a  heap  of  stones  neai-  Deer  Brook,  at  Mendon  old 
town  line,  and  bo  home  to  Uxbridge  line. 

At  this  time  Samuel  Thompson  owned  a  grist  mill  on  the 
island  in  the  Blackatone  Eiver  at  what  is  now  Millville,  but  there 
was  no  bridge  from  the  east  bank  of  the  river  to  the  island. 
Now,  if  the  town  would  build  a  bridge  on  the  east  side,  Samuel 
Thompson  bound  himself,  his  lieirs  and  assigns  forever,  or  so 
long  as  the  town  shall  see  cause,  to  finish  and  maintain  a  bridge 
from  the  island  to  the  west  bank  of  the  river.  Pursuant  to  this 
agreement,  the  town,  Feb,  7,  1733,  laid  a  road  from  the  east 
bank  of  the  river  to  the  island,  and  thence  to  the  common  land 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  On  the  east  side  the  road  was  to 
be  three  rods  wide,  and  on  the  west  two  rods. 

June  1.  The  committee  chosen  to  make  a  settlement  with 
Uxbridge  had  a  conference  this  day  with  the  committee  of  Ux- 
bridge, and  which  resulted  in  the  following  receipt  in  full. 

Mendon  June  ls%.  We  tlie  Subscribers  being  a  Committee  choseu' by  the 
Town  of  Uxbridge  on  April  i.  1733  to  Receive  our  part  of  the  School 
Money  granted  us  by  y°  town  of  Mendon  June  21.  1781,  Mett  with  Mendon 
dommittee  and  Received  said  Money  According  to  the  true  Intent  of  said 
Grant  Which  we  have  Received  as  our  part  iu  full  of  tlie  acliool  lands  iu 
Mendon  and  Uxbridge. 

As  witness  our  hands,  .John  Fabnum      I  ,.      ,,   , 

Ebbsezer  Reau  t  '^'""  '*"-■ 

July  3.  The  town  voted  to  pull  down  the  old  meeting  house, 
and  chose  Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Nathan  Tyler  to  be  added 
to  the  former  committee  (Eleazer  Daniels,  Daniel  Lovet  and 
Benjamin  Darling)  to  see  the  new  meeting  house  finished. 

Voted  that  the  above  committee — 

"  Deliver  to  the  Workmen  to  do  the  work  for  the  Finishing  the  New 
Meeting  House,  Such  part  of  the  Old  Meeting  House  as  may  or  Shall  be 
necessai7  for  the  Fiuisliiilg  the  New  Meeting  House,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  Old  Meeting  House  f.lie  said  Committee  to  Sell  and  Dispose  of  at  the 
best  advantage  they  can  &  the  money  arising  by  said  Sale  or  Sales  to  bo 
returned  and  paid  in  Iu  the  Town  Treasurer  for  y'  use  and  beneflt  of  the 
Town." 

Notifications  for  town  meetings  were  to  be  t^et  up  ten  days  be- 
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fore  tlie  meeting  at  William  Eawaou's  house,  at  Tlioniafi  Baker's, 
at  William  Sheffield's  and  at  Samuel  Thompson's  mill  for  this 
present  year, 
"  Mendoii  August  3Stli.  Anno  Domini  1732. 

A  list  o(  the  Quakers  Names  that  are  freed  by  I,aw  from  pnying  any 
RftteB  Towards  the  Support  of  our  Minister  or  tlie  Building  of  any  Meeting 
Home, 

Moses  Aldrich,*  Benjamin  Boyco, 

Samuel  Thayer,  Ebenezer  Oook, 

John  Caas,  Eliphalet  Wharfleld, 

Benjamin  Thayer,  John  White, 

Daniel  Boyce,  Stephen  Swett. 

Certified  by 

Jacob  Aldmch,      "l 
Ben.t"  Whbblock,      SelectQien 
William  Toriiby,  V        of 
Seth  Chai'in,  Jr.,       Meiidon. 
Daniel  Beown.     J 

Sept.  6.  The  following  accounts  were  audited  and  allowed  in 
open  town  meeting: 

William  Rawson  (T.  C)  entering  highways £00  05  00 

David  Brown,  irons  for  the  Town  Stocks 00  04  OB 

Jacob  Aldrich  7  daya  perambulating  &  laying  out  roads 01  08  00 

SethChapine      "  "  "  0104  00 

John  Jones  perambulating  a  day 00  04  00 

Jonatlian  Hayward    do.         " 00  04  00 

William  ToiTey  do.         "    00  05  00 

Daniel  Brown,  do.  "     00  04  00 

Daniel  Lovett,  8  days,  journey  to  Boston,  perambulating  &c 03  12  00 

Nathan  Tyler,  treating  with  Usbridge  about  School  money 00  04  00 

Benjamin  Wheelock,  taking  care  of  powder  i&c 00  04  00 

Daniel  Taft  Esq.  for  three  days  service 00  10  06 

Philip  Lesure,  for  mending  School  House 00  10  00 

Hannah  Rawson,  for  service  by  her  husband,  deceased 00  08  00 

Thomas  White  measuring  land 00  03  00 

Nathan  Penniman,  himself  and  horse  11  days 01  10  00 

Daniel  Lovett,  service  as  Town  Treasurer,  3  yrs 03  10  00 

To  defray  Town  cl^rges 20  10  00 

Towards  y'  finishing  of  our  New  Meeting  House 150  00  00 

Addition  to  Mr.  Dorr's  salary  this  year 35  00  00 

Oct.  3.  Voted  not  to  provide  a  Minister  to  preach  with  us 
while  Mr.  Don-  remains  sick.  James  Wood  and  Ebenezer  Wood, 
Jr.,  had  liberty  to  build  a  dam  over  Eock  Meadow  Brook,  which 

•See  p.  213, 
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dam  is  now  (1880)  iinproved  by  I'linj  Wood  for  irrigating  por- 
tions of  liis  land. 

Oct.  37.  Voted  not  fo  hire  »  minister,  at  the  town's  ijliarge, 
or  to  have  Mr.  TeiTy*  preach  upon  a  free  contribution,  but  to 
hii'e  a  minister,  out  of  town,  by  a  fi-ee  contribution. 


1733.  Jan.  yy.  Capt.  Thomas  Thayer,  Deacon  Thomas 
Sanford  and  Mr.  Thomas  White  were  chosen  a  committee  to 
look  after  the  school  money  and  make  report  to  the  town. 

The  Committee  on  the  New  Meeting  House  were  instructed  to 
report  at  the  next  town  meeting  "how  the  mdney  voted  for  that 
puiiiose  had  been  expended." 

Mai'ch  6,  Selectmen  chosen  were  Deacon  Ebenezer  Thomp- 
son, John  Albee,  Nathan  Tyler,  Ensign  Seth  Ohapin  and  Robert 
Taft;  William  Rawson,  Town  Clerk;  Ebenezer  Staples,  Town 
Treasurer,  and  William  Ton-ey  and  John  Sanford,  Constables. 

The  Committee  on  Sale  of  School  Lands  reported  that  the  sum 
amounted  to  £380. 

The  Committee  on  the  Meeting  House  were  instructed  "to 
finish  as  soon  as  possibly  they  can;  to  ceil  it  with  boards  to  the 
lower  girt,  below  and  from  the  upper  girt  to  the  bottom  of  the 
windows  above." 

Voted  to  repair  the  roads  by  a  rate,  and  for  this  pui-pose 
raised  £100.  Voted  that  those  who  did  not  work  out  their  high- 
way rates  last  year  might  work  them  out  this  yeai'  at  y°  bridge 
by  Samnel  Thompson's  Mill  (Millville)  or  pay  in  money, 

Heretofore  the  money  accruing  from  the  sale  of  the  school 
lauds  had  been  in  the  hands  of  a  committee,  but,  for  some  rea^ 
sons,  it  was  now  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  Treasurer,  and  he 
was  authorized  to  siie  for  the  same,  if  necessaiy,  at  the  cost  of 
the  town. 

It  was  proposed,  at  this  time,  to  set  off  "pai't  of  the  North 
End  poeple  to  join  with  part  of  Sntton  and  pai't  of  Hopkinton," 
providing  y°  General  Court  consent,  but  the  consent  of  the  town 
was  not  procured. 

July  17.     The  school  was  to  be  kept  the  three  summer  and  the 

"Sthoolmaeter,  1733. 
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three  winter  montlis  at  the  school  house,  and  the   other  six 
months  where  the  Selectmen  should  direct. 

"  Sept.  y  lat,  The  Selectmen  met  and  agreed  with  Mr.  Samuel  Terry  to 
keep  a  Orammar  school  in  said  town  for  Eour  months  next  coming  after 
the  ninth  current  and  for  his  Reward  to  give  him  Twenty  pounds. 
As  witness  our  hands 

Sbth  Chapin.  Jb.,         1       Selectmen 
Ebenezer  Thompson,  [■  of 

Nathan  Tyler.  )       Mcndon. 

Consented ;  Samuel  Teiry. 

Aug.  21.  Voted  to  petition  the  General  Court  to  lay  them  to  a 
new  county,  petitioned  for  hy  Dedham,  Medfield  and  other  towns 
adjacent,  if  the  General  Coui-fc  shall  erect  a  county  there.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  the  agitation  for  a  new  county  which,  in 
1738,  resulted  in  the  creation  of  the  county  of  Norfolk. 

Sept.  11.  Dr.  John  Corbet,  of  Bellinghani,  was  allowed  Ids. 
for  seiTices  to  James  Thompson  during  his  sickness;  John  Hay- 
ward  lOs.  for  keeping  James  Thompson  eleven  days,  daring  his 
sickness,  and  Daniel  Brown  2s.  6,  for  conveying  James  Thomp- 
son out  of  .town.  So  far  as  the  records  show  these  were  the  first 
bills  paid  on  account  of  paupers. 

The  Eev.  Mr.  Dorr  had  twenty-five  pounds  added  to  his  salary 
tliis  year. 


1734.  For  some  reason,  not  stated,  it  was  agreed  by  both 
jiarties  that  Samuel  Teny,  at  the  end  of  three  months,  "do  not 
keep  school  and  that  he  sink  five  pounds  of  what  y'  agreement 
.was."'  This  transaction  was  dated  Feb.  13,  1V34,  and  signed  by 
botli  parties. 

March  4.  Chose  for  Selectmen,  Ebenezer  Thompson,  Jacob 
Aldiich,  !N"athan  Tyler,  Daniel  Brown  and  William  Torrey; 
Town  Clerk,  William  Eawsou;  Town  Treasurer,  Ebenezer  Sta- 
ples, and  for  Constables,  Nathaniel  Morse  and  Joseph  Pen- 
May  21.  Daniel  Lovett  was  chosen  Representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court. 

By  the  following  vote  we  learn  that  measures  were  being  inau- 
giii-ated  for  the  incorporation  of  Upton, 


dbyGOOgIC 


1735.J  ANNALS  OF  MENDON,  227 

Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  Oapt.  Eleaaer  Daniels,  Mr,  Jacob  Aldricli, 
Ensign  Nathan  Tyler  and  Mi'.  Daniel  Brown  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee, one  of  which  was  to  assist  the  Eepresentative  in  the 
General  Court  in  the  matter  of  John  Hazeltine's  petition  for  a 
new  town,  aftei-wards  Upton. 

Ang.  iJ7.  It  was  voted  that  £25  he  added  to  Mr,  Dorr's  salai-y 
this  year;  also,  that  Mr,  Daniel  Brown  be  allowed  £3.14a.  for  a 
journey  to  and  services  at  Boston  to  answer  to  John  Hazeltine's 
petition  for  a  new  town. 

Voted,  that  the  town  would  not  bnild  pews  in  the  new  meet- 
ing house,  or  allow  individuals  to  do  so. 

Oot,  7,  Jonathan  Hayward  and  Benjamin  Green  wei'e  chosen 
and  impowered  "  to  take  care  of  the  youth  of  this  Town  &  to 
make  complaint  of  any  disorders,  if  any  there  be,  on  the  Sabbath, 
till  next  March." 


17351  Jan.  20.  Lieut.  Seth  Chapin  was  chosen  to  attend 
the  Inferior  Court  at  Worcester  on  the  4th  day  of  Februaiy 
next,  to  make  answer  to  the  petition  of  John  Harwood,  of  Ux- 
bridge.  The  petition  set  forth  that  Mendon  was  held  liable  to 
oonti'ibnte  towai-ds  the  building  and  repauing  of  bridges  in  Ux- 
bridge.  From  the  fact  that  nothing  further  is  heard  of  Har- 
wood's  petition,  it  may  be  reasonably  inferred  that  its  allegations 
could  not  be  established, 

Eeb.  11,  William  Sheffield's  request  that  he  might  be  allowed 
to  draw  off  his  mill  pond  for  five  months  in  the  year  was  denied. 

March  3thd.  Chose  for  Selectmen,  Capt.  Daniel  Lovett, 
Capt.  Eleazer  Daniels,  Lieut.  Seth  Chapin,  Mr.  Nathan  Penni- 
man  and  Capt.  Robert  Taft; .  Town  Clerk,  Thomas  Sanford; 
Town  Treasurer,  Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  and  James  Wood  for  y' 
north  end  of  y'  town  and  Benoni  Benson  for  y"  south  end  of 
y'  town  for  Constables. 

It  seems  the  General  Court,  upon  the  i>etition  of  John  Hazel- 
tine,  had  chosen  a  committee  to  consider  the  matter  and  perhaps 
to  visit  the  town,  as  we  find  that  at  this  time  (March  3,)  the  town 
chose  Jacob  Aldrich,  Seth  Chapin  and  Daniel  Brown  a  com- 
mittee to  meet  the  General  Court's  committee,  and  "  to  give  in 
their  reasons  why  John  Hazeltine's  petition  should  not  be 
granted. " 
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May  35.  Oapt.  Daniel  Lovett  was  clioseii  Eepresentative  to 
the  (xeneral  Court,  and  Mr.  John  Field,  the  present  schoolmas- 
ter,  was  contiiined  for  three  months, 

Lieut.  Seth  Chapin,  Samuel  Thajor  and  Bonjainiii  Wlieeloek 
were  chosen  a  conimittee — 

"  To  Treat  with  William  Slieffleld  with  Respect  to  his  Brealiuig  up  tlie 
Damm  Enclosing  the  Town's  Mill  Pond  and  Oiereby  Hendering  the  said 
Sheffield's  Corn  Mill  unserviceable  to  Grind  Corn  for  the  Town'a  use;  and 
for  Instmctions  to  said  Committee  the  Town  then  voted  that  the  said  Com- 
mittee as  soon  as  they  can  Repair  to  the  said  Sheffield  and  Treat  with  him 
Relating  to  the  premises  and  Advertise  the  said  Sheffield  to  malte  a  repair 
of  the  Breaches  he  hath  made  in  swd  Damm  &  that  he  Do  the  Best  he  can 
to  ^t  his  said  Mill  into  a  posture  fit  to  Grind  Corn  for  the  Town's  use,  accord- 
ing to  the  ancient  agreement  made  by  &  with  the  Town  Relating  to  y"  said 
Mill  and  Milpond;  and  also  to  advertize  y"  sd  Sheffield  that,  aty'nextTown 
meeting  he  appear  and  make  his  peace  with  the  Town  for  the  Damage  he 
hath  Done  in  the  premises,  and,  if  said  Sheffield  refuse  to  hear  y'  said  Com- 
mittee, then  y'  said  Committee  forthwith  make  Report  thereof  ia  the  Se- 
lectmen." 

UPTON    INCORPORATED. 

The  opposition  to  Hazeltiue's  petition  proved  ol  no  avail,  for, 
June  14,  1735,  the  General  Court,  "  setting  forth  that  the  out- 
lands  of  the  several  towns  of  Mendon,  Uxbridge,  Sntton  and 
Hopkinton  are  completely  filled  with  Inhabitants,  and  by  leatou 
of  their  remoteness  fi-om  the  places  of  public  woiship  m  said 
town,  thereupon  incorporated  a  new  town  by  the  name  of  Up- 
ton." By  the  act  the  whole  of  Nathan  Tylei's  farm  was, 
although  included  within  the  bounds  of  Upton  to  be  and  le- 
main  forever  in  the  town  of  Mendon,  as  heretofoie  The  people 
of  the  new  town  were  to  build  a  place  of  public  woi'ship,  and 
settle  a  learatd  orthodox  minister  within  three  years,  and 
provide  for  his  comfortable  and  honorable  support. 

Aug.  35.  At  this  time  there  was  but  one  school  house  in 
town,  as  it  was  this  day  voted  that  the  school  be  removed  some 
part  of  the  time  into  some  remote  parts  of  the  town. 

A  new  committee  was  chosen  to  finish  the  meeting  house; 
twenty-flve  pounds  were  added  to  Mr.  Dorr's  salary,  and  forty 
pounds  were  raised  to  pay  town  debts  and  the  schoolmaster. 

Oct.  3.  Deacon  Thomas  Sanford,  Oapt,  Daniel  Lovet  and 
Lieut.  Seth  Chapin  were  chosen  a  committee  "to  joyn  with  the 
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Eeyerend  Mr.  Joseph  Dorr,  to  lease  oiit  the  Ministry  Land," 
and  the  following  Quakers  were  exempted  from  ministerial 
charges,  viz;  Samuel  Thayer,  Moses  Aldrich,  John  Cass,  Benja- 
min Boyee,  Ebenezer  Cook  and  David  Boyce. 

The  success  which  had  attended  the  petition  of  John  Hazel- 
tine  in  proounng  the  incoi-poration  of  Upton,  it  is  supposed, 
encouraged  the  inhabitants  living  on  the  easterly  side  of  Mill 
Eiver  to  apply  to  the  General  Ooiirt  for  another  new  town,  as 
may  be  learned  from  the  following  record  from  the 

Maes.  Records,  Court,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  216. 

Nov.  38.  1735.  A  Petition  of  Samuel  'Wlieelock  &  a  Great  Number  of 
the  Inhabitauts  ot  Meiidon  living  on  the  East  side  of  Mill  Eiver,  Setting 
forth  the  difllcnlty's  these  are  under  in  attending  the  Public  Worship  o' 
God  at  tlie  Meeting  House  in  said  Town,  by  reason  of  the  distance  and  the 
badness  of  the  roads,  and  forasmuch  as  the  aiud  Town  of  Mendon  is  large, 
Therefore  Praying  that  all  the  lands  in  Mendon  on  the  East  side  of  Mill 
River  to  the  Cotmtrf  Road  by  Bhetfleld's  Mill,  and  lying  between  the  towns 
of  Hopkinton,  Bellingham,  Solliston  and  Mendon  may  be  set  off  and  erect- 
ed into  a  separate  Township. 

In  the  H.  of  R.  Head  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  Serve  the  Town 
of  Mendon  witli  a  copy  of  the  Petition  that  they  Shew  Cause  on  Thursday 
the  18th.  day  of  December  next,  if  the  Court  be  sitting,  if  not,  on  the  first 
Tliursday  of  the  nest  sitting  of  the  Court,  why  tlie  Prayer  thereof  sliouM 
not  be  granted. 

In  Council  Read  &  ConcniTed 

Consented  to,         J.  Belcheb, 

The  notice  being  seiTed  upon  the  town  by  the  petitioners, 
Dec.  10.  The  town  chose  Thomas  Sanford,  Jacob  Aldi'ich, 
Eleazer  Taft,  Jonathan  Hayward,  Jr.,  and  James  Keith  "a  Com- 
mittee who  were  to  depute  two  of  their  number  to  go  to  Boston 
and  jojn  with  Oapt.  Daniel  Lovett,  the  Town's  Representative, 
to  make  answer  to  the  Petition  of  Sundry  of  the  Inhabitants  on 
the  East  side  of  Mill  Eiver  with  Eeference  to  their  being  set  off 
as  a  Town." 

The  parties  were  heard  at  the  appointed  time,  and  with  what 
result  the  following  doings  of  the  General  Court  will  show; 

Dec.  30.  1735. 

On  the  Petition  of  Samuel  Wieelock  and   other   Inliabi- 
tanta  of  the  East  part  of  Mendon  praying  as  above,  Nov.  38th  ult. 

In  Council.  Read  again  together  with  tlie  answer  of  the  Town  of  Men- 
don, tlie  Petition  of  Ohadiali  "Wlieelock  aad  fourteen  other  Inhnhil.ants  on 
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the  East  side  of  Mill  River  and  within  the  bounds  menlioaed  for  to  be  a 
Township,  praying  Uub  Petition  may  be  granted;  and  the  parties  being 
lieard  at  the  Board  and  the  matter  fully  considered,  the  question  being  put 
wlietiier  tlie  prayer  of  tlie  Petition  should  be  granted,  and  it  passed  in  tlie 
Negative,  and  therefore  ordered  Uiat  the  Petition  be  dismissed. 
In  the  H.  of  a     R.  &  0. 

Conseuted  to       J.  Bki.cher. 


■1736.  ■  Marcli  1.  Chose  Oapt,  UanieJ  I^ovett,  Lieut.  Seth 
Chapin,  William  Torrey,  Lieut.  Thomas  Thayer  and  Oapt. 
Eobert  Taft,  Selectmen;  Thomas  Sanford,  Town  Clerk;  Town 
Treastirer,  Daniel  Taft,  Esq. ;  John  Joans  and  William  Thayer. 
Constahles.     Jacob  Aldrieh  was  chosen  Sttrveyor  of  Hemp. 

March  8.  John  Field  was  continned  as  schoolmaster  for  this 
year,  and  to  keep  six  months  in  the  town  and  six  months  in  the 
ontskii-ts  of  the  town. 

The  meeting  house  was  not  yet  completed,  as  the  town  voted 
to  raise  ^100  to  pay  John  Lyon,  "when  he  hath  finished  the 
Meeting  House." 

For  the  accommodation  of  persons  living  at  a  distance,  liberty 
was  granted  that  stables  might  be  built  near  the  meeting  house, 
at  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen. 

At  the  same  time  it  was  voted  to  enclose  the  buiying  place 
with  a  stone  wall,  and  also  to  oppese  the  petition  of  fifteen  of 
the  inhabitants  on  the  east  side  of  Mill  Eiver  to  be  set  ofE  as  a 
separate  town.    ■ 

May  It.  Chose  Capt.  Thomas  Thayer  Eepresentative  to  the 
General  Court. 

At  this  meeting  the  petition  of  Thomas  Tenney  and  fifteen 
others  to  have  that  part  of  the  town  east  of  Mill  Eiver  set  off  as 
a  Precinct,  was  denied. 

At  the  same  time  a  motion  was  made  to  choose  a  committee 
to  join  witli  a  committee  of  Uxbridge  to  confer  about  the  min- 
istry land,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative,  "nemine  contra 
dicente." 

Mr.  John  Field,  the  schoolmaster  for  the  present  yeai-,  was  to 
have  £45  for  his  services. 

Among  other  appropriations  were  the  following,  viz: — 
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For  payiog  JoJm  Fish  for  hinges  for  tJie  table £00  05  00 

do      do      William  Torrey,  mending  tlie  Pound 00  06  00 

do      do      Daniel  Darling  for  1500  feet  of  plank   for  the 

bridge  over  the  Great  River,  (sawing  the  plank,)  2  13  (IG 
do      dn      the  Committee  which  made  answer  to  tJie  petition 

of  Samuel  More  &  others,  in  Dee.  1730 8  00  00 

do      do     Mr.  Dorr's  salary,  additional 35  00  00 

do      do     Town  debts  and  contingent  charges  50  0000 

do      do       do       do  additional 30  00  00 

do      do     The  Committee  which  made  answer  to  the  petition 

of  Samuel  Morse  &  others  for  a  division  of  the 

Town 16  06  06 

Oct.  25.  Voted  not  to  build  pews  in  the  meeting  house,  nor 
sillow  "particular  persons  to  do  so." 

It  was  then -voted  to  sell  the  Pew  Room  in  the  meeting  house, 
iind  ehose  BenjiimiQ  Wlieelock,  Eleazer  Taft,  "William  Torroy, 
Benjamin  Darling  and  Robert  Taft  a  committee  to  appraise  the 
i-oonis.  "The  Elderly  men  that  Bear  the  most  considerable 
Charge  in  Town  to  have  the  first  offer  to  biiy  the  same,  and  if 
the  Elderly  men  refuse  to  Bye,  then  such  persons  as  the  Com- 
mittee Shall  judge  proper  and  wiU  pay  for  the  same.  The  Com- 
mittee to  guarantee  the  sale  and  the  money  to  be  paid  into  the 
town  treasury." 

Nov.  36.  '  Capt.  William  Eawson  was  liired  to  keep  a  gram- 
mar school  for  thi-ee  months.  This  Capt.  William  Rawson  was 
the  son  of  William  Eawson,  and  graduated  at  Hai-vard  College 
in  1703.  His  father,  William,  was  a  Presbyterian  minister,  and 
was  settled  in  England;  his  sun,  Capt.  William,  was  a  lawyer, 
and  settled  in  Mendon,  being  the  first  one  of  tJiat  ]irofession 
who  settled  in  tlie  town. 


1737.  Mai'ch  7.  Chose  Benjamin  Wlieelock,  William  Tor- 
rey, Eloazer  Taft,  Robert  Taft  and  Benjamin  Dai-ling  Select- 
men; William  Eawson,  Town  Clerk;  Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  Town 
Treasui'er,  and  Nathaniel  Nelson  and  John  French,  Constables, 

April  35.  The  Selectmen  agreed  with  William  Eawson  to 
keep  a  grammai-  school  for  ten  months  at  the  rate  of  £50  per 
annum. 

"  Voted,  that  those  poeple  of  y'  town  who  send  their  childi-en 
to  school  shall  also  send  wood." 
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Whether  the  town  had  heretofore  provided  a  Sheepherd  to 
wiitch  the  elieep  on  the  comaion  land  is  not  known  for  a  cer- 
tttinty,  but  inaamueh  tis  this  year  fchey  voted  not  to  choose  one, 
it  is  presumed  such  had  been- the  case  heretofore. 

May  18.     Chose  Capt.  Thomas  Thayer  Representative. 

At  this  meeting  Mr.  Doit  was  allowed  £25,  old  tenor,  as  an 
addition  to  his  salary. 

Raised  £60  to  pay  the  schoolmaster  and  town  debts,  and  also 
£40  to  let  the  fish  up  Pawtncket  Falls,  provided  other  towns  will 
pay  in  proportion,  and  Capt.  Nathan  Tyler  was  chosen  a  com- 
mittee to  attend  to  that  matter. 

Dec.  6.  The  Selectmen  laid  out  a  road  from  the  Falls  (Woon- 
soeket)  to  BeUingham,  as  prayed  for  by  William  Arnold,  Esq. ; 
"provided  Ebenezer  Cook,  through  whose  land  the  road  was 
mostly  laid,  would  bind  himself  to  pay  back  the  £40,  which  was 
allowed  him  for  damages,  within  a  year  after  said  farm  shall 
fallinto  Rhode  Island  Colony,  if  it  ever  should  be  so." 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  we  find  roads  laid  out  by  any 
other  anthority  than  that  of  the  town.  This  year  the  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  county  of  Worcester  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  view  Ebenezer  Cook's  fai-ni,  in  order  to  lay  out  a  road 
across  the  same.  The  town  chose  Daniel  Lovett,  David  AI- 
drich  and  Samuel  Thayer  to  meet  the  Court's  committee,  and 
give  in  the  reasons  why  .the  town  is  not  willing  to  have  a  road 
laid  out  across  said  farm  at  the  town's  cost.  This  is  the  road 
that  leads  from  Woonsocket  to  BeUingham  by  the  Social  faotoiy. 
The  location  of  this  road  was  returned  to  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions,  at  Worcester,  and  may  be  found  in  the  Mendon  Re- 
cords, Vol.  3,  p.  71.  Whether  Ebenezer  Cook  ever  refunded 
the  £40  allowed  for  damages,  after  the  annexation  of  Woon- 
socket to  Rhode  Island,  is  a  matter  of  doubt. 


1738.  Mai'ch  6.  Lieut.  Seth  Chapin,  Ensign  Nathan  Tyler, 
Deacon  Jacob  Aldrich,  John  Legg  and  Lt.  Thomas  Thayer  were 
chosen  Selectmen;  Thomas  Sanford,  Town  Clerk;  Daniel  Taft, 
Esq.,  Town  Treasurer,  and  Benjamin  Albee,  Jr.,  and  Samuel 
Thayer,  Constables.     During  all  these  yeai's  the  minor  offices  of 
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SEi-veyors  of  Highways,  Titliing  Men,  Fence  Viewers,  Hog 
EeaTea,  &o.,  were  always  filled. 

March  13.  The  road  was  laid  over  Dam  Swamp,  and  James 
Muzzey  and  Joseph  Verrey  were  allowed  to  put  iip  gates  where 
the  road  passes  through  their  lands,  for  one  year,  "so  that,  in 
the  mean  time,  they  may  have  opportunity  to  measure  how  fai- 
said  way  runs  through  their  land," 

Josiah  Marshall,  A.  M.,  was  hired  to  keep  school  for  six 
months  "according  to  the  direction  of  the  Province  Laws,"  for 
£30  old  tenor,  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay. 

May  33.  Benjamin  Whcelock  was  chosen  a  Representative  to 
the  General  Court,  and  refused  to  serve:  Mr.  Ebenezer  Men"iara 
was  then  chosen,  and  there  is  no  record  that  he  refused  to  serve. 

Thomas  Sanford,  Daniel  Lovett  and  Seth  Chapin  were  chosen 
a  committee  to  settle  the  bounds  of  the  Ministry  home  lot,  and 
contest  the  same  in  law  with  the  abutters,  if  they  refuse  to  join, 
so  that  the  bounds  may  be  established  aud  be  put  upon  record. 

Aug.  38.  Nathan  Tyler  was  chosen  Grand  Juryman  and 
Thomas  Thayer  and  John  Legge  for  the  Jury  of  Tiyals,  and  the 
Town  Treasurer's  salary  for  the  year  was  fixed  at  £1  10s. 

Sept.  11.  Allowed  Eev.  Mr.  Joseph  Dorr  £75,  old  tenor,  over 
and  above  his  stated  salaiy. 

Among  other  bills  that  were  audited  and  allowed  by  the  town, 
at  a  town  meeting  held  Sept.  18th — 

Timothy  Clark  wasftUowedforcarrying  Mary  Thoitout  of  town.. £00  10  00 
Daniel  Lovett,  8eth  Chapin  and  Thomas  Sanford  for  services 

about  the  Ministiy  Land  &  Copies  &c 05  11  06 

Daniel  Lovett  and  Samuel  Thayer  service  and  expense  about 

Ebenezer  Cook's  Road 04  10  00 

Town  charges,  the  Schoolmaster  &  Ebenezer  Coo!< 88  00  00 


1739.  Jan.  8.  The  town  met  and  chose  Capt.  Daniel  Lovett 
Moderator,  and  after  some  debate  the  meeting  was  adjourned  to 
.the  16th  instant, 

Jan.  16.  Voted  to  sell  that  twenty  aci'es  of  land  that  was  the 
Ministry  Home  Ijot,  or  first  division  in  said  town,  to  the  highest 
bidder,  but  not  under  three  hundred  of  the  old  tenor;  and  that 
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the  Dioney  aadsing  from  said  sale  "  shall  Lye  in  bank  upon  inter- 
est for  the  ends  and  uses  that  the  said  land  was  granted  for,  for- 
ever. The  interest  to  be  paid  oat  by  orders  from  the  Selectmen 
of  the  town,  for  the  time  being,  to  and  for  the  support  of  a  Con- 
gregational Minister  or  Ministers  that  are  or  may  be  regularly 
settled  in  said  town  of  Mendon,  forever,  and  to  no  other  use  for- 
ever; except  the  said  town  shall,  hereafter,  think  it  best  to  buy 
a  piece  of  land  with  the  principal  and  establish  it  for  the  ends 
and  uses  aforesaid,  forever." 

Thomas  Sanfoi-d,  Daniel  Lovett  and  Seth  Chapin  were  author- 
ized to  sell  the  laud  and  to  give  a  sufficient  title  thereto,  by  deed, 
in  tlie  town's  behalf. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  burying  place  was  not  yet  "  fenced 
with  a  stone  wall,"  pursuant  to  a  fonner  vote,  as  a  committee 
was  chosen  at  this  time  "  to  state  and  settle  the  bounds  thereof," 

March  5.  Chose  for  Selectmen,  Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  William 
Torrey,  Jonathan  Hayward,  Jr..,  Benjamin  Wheelock  and  John 
French;  for  Town  Clerk,  Edmund  Morse;  for  Town  Treasurer, 
Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  and  for  Constables,  Uriah  Thayer  and  George 
Bruce;  for  Schoolmaster,  Josiah  Mai'shall,  A.  M. 

It  was  voted  that  town  meetings  be  warned  by  posting  up 
notices  of  the  same  fourteen  days  before  the  day  of  meeting,  at 
the  Meeting  house,  at  Capt.  William  Rawson's  and  at  Samuel 
Thompson's  mill. 

Aug.  y*  28th.  Upon  reckoning  with  Daniel  Taft,  Town  Trea- 
surer, it  was  found  by  the  Selectmen  that  the  town  was  indebted 
to  him  in  the  srrm  of  £5,14.03,  he  having  disbursed,  on  the 
town's  behalf,  that  amount  more  than  he  had  received. 

May  31.  Voted  to  repair  the  roads  by  a  rate,  and  that  a  man 
sliould  have  six  shillings  a  day,  and  a  man  and  team  twelve  sliil- 
lings  per  day,  old  tenor, . 

It  was  then  voted  that  every  man  should  have  notice  to  work 
.  out  his  rate  by  the  last  day  of  October,  and  that  the  names  of  all 
those  who  had  failed  to  do  so  on  or  before  that  day,  should  be 
reported  to  the  Assessors,  when  they,  the  Assessors,  should  issue 
out  their  waiTant  on  the  back  side  of  the  rate  list,  and  deliver 
the  same  to  the  Constables  to  collect  the  same  in  money. 

May  31,  It  seems  that  Mendon  was  entitled  to  more  than  one 
Representative,  as,  at  this  meeting,  it  was  put  to  vote  whebher 
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the  town  would  choose  moi'e  than  one  Representative,  and  thoy 
Toted  to  send  but  one, 

Ebenezer  Meniam  was  chosen,  "  by  acleai'  vote,"  Representa- 
tive. 

The  petition  of  John  Joans  and  otliers  was  presented  to  the 
town  praying  that  the  easterly  side  of  Mill  Elver  be  set  off  "a 
particular  town  by  themselves,"  and  it  was  voted  in  the  nega- 
tive. The  vote  being  "  scrupled,"  it  was  tried  by  dividing  the 
House,  and  it  still  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  to  sell  the  remainder  of  tlie  Ministry  land, 
but  the  town  voted  it  should  not  be  sold.   ■ 

Dee.  7.  Lieut.  Thomas  Thayer  and  Ensign  Nathan  Tyler 
were  chosen  to  take  care  for  the  preeenation  of  deer,  pursuant 
to  Chap.  3,  Sec.  4  of  the  Acts  of  1739,  passed  July  10th.  This 
act  provided  that  whoever  should  kill  any  buck,  doe  or  fawn,  or 
having  the  flesh  or  raw  skin  of  such,  after  the  10th  day  of  De- 
cember tiU  tlie  first  day  of  August,  shall  for  each  buck,  doe  or 
fawn,  and  for  each  skin  or  flesh  found  in  his  possession,  pay  the 
sum  of  ten  pounds.  By  Sec.  4,  any  town  which  neglected  to 
choose  two  meet  persons  to  enforce  the  law,  was  liable  to  a  fine 
of  thirty  pounds.  Make  what  laws  we  will,  tlie  deer,  as  well  as 
the  Indian,  will  always  be  found  only  in  advance  of  the  frontier 
line  of  civilization. 

The  Province  Treasury,  it  seems,  was  bankrupt  at  this  time, 
as,  upon  motion  of  Ebenezer  Meniam,  Representative  at  the 
General  Oonrt,  the  town  voted  to  pay  him,  he  promising  to  re- 
fund the  amount,  provided  the  General  Court  should  make  pro- 
vision for  the  same. 

Sixty  pounds  were  granted  tliis  year  for  town  charges. 

The  burying  place,  notwithstanding  former  votes,  was  not  yet 
enclosed,  as  we  find  the  Selectmen  were  ordered  to  let  out  the 
same  "to  some  good  man  or  Men,"  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
thirty  years,  providing  he  or  they  will  "  fence  it  with  good  stone 
wail  according  to  law  and  erect  agood.gate  with  iron  hinges." 

Josiah  Witkson,  his  wife  and  childi'en,  were  waimed  out  of 
town,  and  Benjamin  Thayer  was  warned  "to  entertain  them  no 


1740,     March  3.     Chose  Deacon  Jacob  Aldricl),  Capt.  Robert 
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Taft,  William  Ilayward,  Lieut.  Thomas  Thayer  and  Jonathan 
Hayward,  Selectmen;  Edmund  Morse,  Town  Clerk;  Daniel  Taft, 
Esq.,  Town  Treasurer,  and  Samuel  Torrey  and  David  Thayer, 
Constables, 

Capt.  Daiiiel  Lovett,  Nathan  Penniman,  Joseph  Chapin,  Ben- 
jamin Green,  John  Fish  and  John  Green,  Gentlemen  were  chosen 
to  keep  order  on  the  Sabbath  Days.  Mr.  Josiali  Marsliall  was 
chosen  Schoolmaster,  and  "William  Torrey  and  Benjamin  Dai-- 
ling,  Deei-  Reaves. 

Voted  that  those  who  were  delinquent  in  working  their  high- 
way rate  last  yeai'  may  work  them  out  this  year-,  and  that  those 
who  did  overwork  last  yeai-  shall  be  abated  the  amount  this  year. 

Voted  that  Doctor  Samoel  Morse  have  liberty  to  shut  up  the 
road  between  the  land  of  Eev.  Mr.  Dorr's  and  Eliphalet  Wood's 
land  to  Muddy  Brook. 

May.  19.  Edmund  Morso  was  chosen  Representative  to  the 
General  Court. 

A  motion  was  made  to  gi'ant  the  petition  of  sundiy  inhabitants 
on  the  easterly  side  of  Mill  River,  dated  April  10,  1740,  praying 
the  town  to  set  off  the  land  east  of  the  Mill  River  into  a  sepai-ale 
town;  "  those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  motion  having  placed 
themselves,  by  direction  of  the  Moderator,  on  the  women's  side 
of  the  house  and  those  who  were  opposed  on  the  men's  side  of 
the  house  and  a  count  having  been  made,  it  was  found  there  ap- 
peared a  clear  vote  in  Negative  by  35  poles." 

Aug.  36,  Among  other  bills  that  were  audited  and  allowed  at 
this  meeting,  Mr.  John  Lyon  had  £8  for  building  a  new  pound; 
and  the  Selectmen  10s.  for  rum  to  raise  the  pound,  Uriah 
Thayer  for  "taking  men  for  the  highway  rate,"  had  ill. 

Raised  and  appropriated  £75  as  an  addition  to  Mr.  Dorr's 
salary,  £10  to  defi'ay  town  charges,  and  £400  for  highways. 

The  "  taking  for  the  highway  rate,"  it  seems,  was  a  distraint 
for  non-payment  of  highway  taxes,  and  resulted  in  a  complaint 
to  the  Courts,  as  we  find  that,  Oct.  31,  Samuel  Thayer  and 
Uriah  Thayer  {the  Constable,)  were  chosen  to  answer  and  de- 
fend any  case  against  the  town  in  the  next  Superior  Court,  to  be 
holden  at  Worcester,  relating  to  a  distraint  made  by  Uriah 
Thayer. 
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1741.  March  3.  Selectmen,  Lieut.  Thomas  Thayer,  Lieut. 
Eleazer  Taft,  Capt.  William  Eawson,  Oapt.  Robert  Taft  and 
Ebeaeaer  Merriam;  Town  Clerk,- William  Rawson;  Town  Treas- 
urer, Deacon  Jacob  Aldrieh,  and  for  Constables,  William  Shef- 
field and  John  Thayer.  Josiah  Marshall  was  chosen  School- 
master. 

At  this  time  there  appeal's  to  hare  been  much  dissatisfaction 
in  the  church,  as  an  ex  parte  Council  had  been  called  and  a 
Judgment  had  been  rendered  against  the  minister  relating  to  his 
administration. 

At  this  meeting  the  two  following  votes  .were  passed,  being 
1  by  the  HcT,  Mr,  Dorr, 


"  Oentlemen,  In  aa  much  as  an  opposing  piu'ty  in  this  Town  have  Ob- 
tained a  judgment  of  a  Council  Against  the  Minister  of  the  Town,  without 
a  Tryal,  Relating  to  his  administration  viz: — of  a  Council  Chosen  by  them  . 
Selves  in  so  private  a  manner  that  the  Pastor  ot  the  Church  had  No  Ooppy 
of  the  Letters  MiBaive  until  after  the  Letters  were  Sent  out  to  the  Churches — 
If  you  Judge  that  the  Minister  of  this  Town  Ought  to  he  defended  a  gainst 
Such  Proceedings  and  you  will  defend  Lim  Signify  it  by  Lifting  up  your 
hands.' 

Gentlemen,  if  you  will  choose  tluree  persons  as  a  Committee  chosen  by 
the  Church,  or  by  that  part  of  it  that  adheres  to  the  Pastor  to  advise  and 
concur  with  them  in  the  choice  of  a  Council,  if  tliey  shall  tliink  flt,  to 
Judge  of  the  Hesult  of  the  late  Council  Chosen  by  the  opposite  party  here 
by  Lifting  up  your  liands." 

The  foregoing  votes  both  passed  in  the  affirmative.  The 
meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  Mai'ch  16,  instant,  the  following 
persons  protesting  against  the  adjournment  as  well  as  against 
the  votes  passed  upon  the  motion  of  the  Kev.  Mr,  Dorr: 

Daniel  Taft  B8C[,,  Samuel  Eawson, 

Capt.  Daniel  Lovett,  Benjamin  Green, 

Eas.  Nathan  Tyler,  John  French, 

Samuel  Tliayer,  Thomas  White, 

Dea.  Nathaniel  Nelson,  Samuel  Hayward, 

William  Torrey,  George  Aldrieh, 

Jonathan  Hayward,  Robert  Aldrieh, 

Josiah  Adams,  Ichahod  Robinson, 

John  Chapin,  David  Taft, 

John  Rockwood,  Josiah  Chapin. 

Attest,  EnMuNi)  Mokse,  Town  Clerk. 
March  16.     Y=  Rev.  Mr.  Dorr  came  info  the  Meeting  and  Proposed  to 
the  Town  to  clioose  three  Gentlemen  as  a  Committee  to  joyn  wiUi   y" 
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Cliurcli  Committee  in  order  to  Choose  a  Council  to  judge  of  tlie  Result  of 
the  Late  Council,  Belating  to  y»  Diifereiice  in  y'  Oliurcli  in  Mendon  &c. 

Lieut.  Eleazer  Taft,  Lieut.  Thomas  Thayer  and  Capt.  Eobert 
Taft  were  chosen  ae  said  committee. 

What  the  troubles  in  the  church  were  does  not  appear  from 
the  records,  bat  as  Mr.  Don-,  continued  the  minisber  until  hia 
death,  in  1768,  the  difficulties,  whatever  they  were,  were'  soon 


Voted,  not  to  sell  any  pai-t  of  the  Ten  Rod  Highway  or  of  any 
of  the  roads  in  town.     Also  voted  not  to  sell  the  Ministry  Land, 

March  30.  Voted  that  the  money  "Called  LandBanqk" 
should  pay  the  interest  that  is  due  to  the  town  for  the  school 
land,  and  town  debts  for  this  yeai-. 

This  money  called  the  "  Land  Banek  "  is  supposed  to  be  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  ministry  and  school  lands. 

May  18.  The  town,  as  usual,  voted  to  choose  biit  one  Repre- 
sentative, and  Capt.  Robert  Taft  was  chosen  to  attend  the 
General  Ooui-t. 

The  inhabitants  on  the  easterly  side  of  Mill  River  (now  Mil- 
ford)  again,  by  their  petition  of  May  4,  1741,  prayed  the  town 
to  support  their  minister  in  a  mutual  way,  (supposed  by  volun- 
tary conti'ibntion, )  or  "  give  tliem  leave  to  go  off  as  a  Particular 
Precinct;"  but,  although  it  must  have  been  a  hardship  for  the 
petitioners  to  attend  public  worship  at  Mendon,  the  town  still 
refused  either  to  relieve  them  from  ministerial  taxes  or  allow 
them  to  set  up  for  themselves. 

We  have  seen  that  Capt.  Eobert  Taft  was  chosen  Eepresenta- 
tive  for  this  year.  May  18,  and  June  29,  under  a  new  waiTant, 
he  was  again  chosen  Representative  for  this  year.  No  explana- 
tion is  found  in  the  town  records  of  this  procedure. 

But,  upon  consulting  the  Province  Laws  of  1741,  p.  1103,  we  shall 
find  that  tlie  General  Court,  which  was  convened  on  the  36th  of 
May,  was  dissolved  on  the  next  day  by  Gov.  Belcher,  no  acts  being 
passed,  and  a  new  assembly  was  called  to  meet  on  the  8th  day  of 
July.  On  this  account  another  town  meeting  was  called  July 
29,  and  Gapt.  Eobert  Taft  was  again  elected  Representative. 

Coui-t  Records,  1741  to  1743,  pp.  15  and  16. 

July  16.  A  Petition  of  Thomas  Tenney  and  a  great  number  of  oOier  In- 
liabitaiita  of  Mendon,  setting  forth  the  Controversies  Uiey  have  had,  and 
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still  have,  with  their  Minister,  Mr.  Joseph  Dorr,  upon  which  they  have 
had  the  advice  of  an  Ecclesiastical  Council,  which  the  said  Mr.  Dorr  re- 
fuBCB  to  comply  with  or  to  do  auything  to  give  the  Petitioners  reasonahle 
satisfaction,  and  therefore  praying  that  they  may  be  set  ofE  as  a  separate 
Precinnf  or  otherwise  relieved  in  the  premises. 

In  the  H.  of  R    Read  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  serve  one  or  more 
of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  that 
they  may  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  Tuesday  the  28th,  day  of  July 
current  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  he  granted. 
In  Council  R.  &  0. 

J.  Bblchek. 


July  18,  The  town  oIiosb  Eleazer  TaJt,  Nathan  PenDJmaii 
and  Samuel  Morse  a  committee  to  "  Muke  Answer  to  a  Petition 
put  into  the  General  Court  by  those  wl^o  have  stiled  themselves 
Agi'ieyed  in  sd  Meudoii." 

Coui-t  Records,  1741  to  1743,  p.  43. 

Wednesday,  July  19,  1741.  On  the  Petition  of  Thomas  Tenney  and 
others  of  Mendou  prayiug  as  entered  July  16  instant. 

In  the  H.  of  R.  read  ^ain,  together  with  the  answer  of  Samuel  Morse 
and  otJiers,  Agents  for  the  Town  of  Mendou,  and 

Ordered  that  Mr.  Speaker  Fairfield,  Capt.  Ohoate,  Dr.  Hale,  Capt.  Watts, 
Mr.  Walker  and  Col.  Minot,  with  such  as  the  Hon.  Council  shall  join  he  a 
Committee  to  hear  the  parties  and  forthwith  Report  thereon. 

In  Council  Read  and  Cou.  and  John  Jeffries,  Anthony  Stoddard,  Jere- 
miah Moulton,  Richard  Bill  and  John  Qreenleaf  ate  joined  in  this  affair. 

Ooui-t  Records,  1741  to  1743,  p.  68. 

Aug.  8.  1741.  Ou  the  Petition  of  Thomas  Tenney  and  Other  Inhabi- 
tants of  Mendon  wilJi  the  Report  of  a  Committee  of  both  Houses  thereon, 

In  Council,  Read  and  Ord.  that  this  Pet.  be  accepted. 

In  the  H.  of  R.  Read  and  Non  concented  and  Ordered  that  this  Petition 
with  the  Report  thereon  be  referred  to  the  Fall  Sessions  for  further  consid- 
eration. 

In  Council  Read,  R.  &  Non  Con.  &  the  Council  aclhere  to  their  own 

In  the  H.  of  R.  Bead,  R.  &  Non  Con.  and  the  House  insist  upon  tkcir 

In  Council,  Read  and  unanimously  Non  Con. 

.Sept.  14.  Among  other  accounts  audited  and  allowed  wiis 
one  of  Uriah  Thayer's  of  i3.09s.  (or  time  and  expenses  for  dis- 
training on  some  persons  in  the  Gore  for  their  rates.  At  this 
meeting  it  was  also  voted  not  to  sell  or  let  the  ministerisU  land. 
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All  the  town  lines  were  perambulated  this  year,  and  the  several 
charges  for  the  service  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

Sept.  33,  Voted  to  forego  Richiu'd  Riibey's  rate  for  1739. 
Query.  Did  he  many  Sherebiah,  daughter  of  Grizzel  Gurney, 
mentioned  in  her  will.     See  1675. 

Voted  not  to  allow  David  Thayer's  account,  it  being  £6,16.06, 
for  carrying  a  certain  woman  and  child  out  of  this  town,  and 
delivering  them  to  the  TJxbridge  constable. 

Voted  not  to  allow  the  accounts  of  Eleazer  Taft,  INathan  Pen- 
.  niman  and  Dr.  Samnel  Morse,  for  services  at  the  General  Court 
to  answer  Thomas  Tenney's  petition,  it  being  £64.19.06, 

At  this  meeting  the  town  voted  that  the  territory  east  of  Mill 
Eiver  might  be  set  off  as  a  separate  town,  but  that  they  would 
not  allow  the  new  town  any  portion  of  the  ministry  or  school 
land  or  of  the  money  accruing  from  the  sale  of  any  pai-t  of  the 
same. 

Mass.  Archives,  Ecclesiastical,  Vol.  12,  pp.  194,  5,  6,  7. 

MIIL  RIVEK   MADE  A    PRECINCT. 

Nov.  35.  Sundry  inhabitants  of  Mendon  petitioned  the  Gen- 
eral Court  to  foe  set  off  as  a  town  or  precinct,  as  follows: 

To  his  Escellency  William  Shirley  Esc[,  Capt.  General  and  Governor  in 
Chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  Province  of  the  MassachUBetts  Bay  &c.  and 
to  Hie  Hon''''  the  Council  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  sd  Province  in 
General  Court  or  ABsembly  tiiis  25th,  day  of  November  1741, 

The  Petition  of  Sundry  InJiahitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  in  sd  Pro- 
vince thereunto  subscribing, 
Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  the  said  Town  of  Mendon,  in  answer  to  a  Petition  of  Sun- 
dry Inliabitants  on  the  Easterly  side  of  Mill  River  in  sd  Town,  at  their 
meeting  on  Sept.  33,  1741,  voted  their  consent  that  the  land  in.  sd  Town- 
ship lying  on  the  Easterly  side  of  Mill  River  to  the  County  road  by  Shef- 
field's Mill,  then  bounding  on  said  road  to  BelUngham  &  hounding  on  Bel- 
lingham,  Holliston  and  Hopkinton,  with  all  the  lands  and  Inhabitants  who 
dwell  oa  those  lands  within  said  tinea  be  a  Townsliip. 

That  the  said  Lands  set  off  as  a  Town  aa  aforesaid  witli  the  PoUs  and 
Estates  ratable  to  the  support  of  the  Ministry  &  being  within  said  boun- 
daries are  not  (as  your  Petitioners  Conceive)  more  than  about  one  third  part 
of  swd  town  considered  as  by  the  PoUs  and  Estates. 

Thai  there  are  five  families  on  the  Westerly  side  of  said  Mill  River  who 
choose  to  Congregate  with  your  Petitioners  &  to  be  laid  to  them,  whose 
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Lands  also,  at  least  some  of  them,  will  be  much  incommoded  by  remaining 
in  the  old  Town,  which  families,  if  Added  to  your  Petitioners,  as  your 
Petitioners  hope,  will  render  the  charge  of  maintaining  the  Gospel  feasible. 
Tour  Petitionere  Are  Nevertheless  humbly  of  Opinion  That  it  would  be 
more  conducive  to  the  P^ace  and  Welfare  of  the  whole  That  y'  Petitioners  & 
others  living  within  the  bounds  as  aforesMd,  with  the  addition  of  these  few 
families,  be  Enaeted  a  Separate  Precinct  rather  than  a  Separate  Tmonship; 
and  that  it  would  be  more  So  if  the  Minisljy  of  both  the  Churches  &  Con- 
gi'egations  in  said  Town  may  be  supported  by  a  joint  Stock  &  eveiy  one 
attend  the  Ministry  that  is  the  most  Convenient  and  Agreeable. 

Tour  Pelitioners  humbly  Pray  Your  Excellency  and  this  Hon'"'"  Ooiirt 
That  the  Inhabitants  of  Mendon,  dwelling  on  the  Easterly  side  of  Mill 
Biver  and  adjoining  as  aforesaid  to  Bellingliam,  Holliston  and  Hopkinton 
with  their  lands  in  said  Township  with  other  lands  on  the  westei'ly  side  of 
Mill  Biver  up  to  a  Boad  called  tiie  Eight  Rod  Road  and  Including  Natlian 
Tyler's  House  &  Lands  up  to  Upton  Line  may  be  Enacted  a  Separate  Town 
or  Precinct;  Or  That  the  public  Ministry  of  both  the  Churches  and  Con- 
gregations in  the  Town  of  Mendon  be  supported  by  a  Tax  or  Assessment 
upon  tlie  whole  Town  As  Y'  Excellency  &  Hon"  shall  Judge  most  Meet 
and  Convenient. 

And  Y'  Petitioners  shall  Ever  Pray. 
Samuel  Scammell,  Habijali  French, 

Joseph  Jones,  James  Godman, 

Bphraim  Daniels,  Moses  Gage, 

Moses  Tenney,  "William  Legg, 

Joshua  Undei'wood.  Ichabod  Thayer, 

Dearing  Jones,  Amos  Binney, 

James  Sumner,  Natlianiel  Nelson, 

John  Thwing  jr.,  Thomas  Chaddock, 

Josiah  CUapin,  Abraham  Jones, 

Eliphalet  Wood,  John  Chapin, 

John  Jones,  William  Cheney  jr., 

WOliam  Cheney,  Nehemiah  Nelson, 

Nathaniel  Jones,  Benjamin  Hayward, 

John  Binney,  Samuel  Hayward, 

Ebenezer  Boynton. 
And  we  whose  names  arc  hereunder  written  (being  the  owners  of  the 
Lauds  of  the  5  families  above  ment'*)  hunibly  pray  we  w"'  o'  Lands  may  be 
annexed  to  tlie  New  Town  or  Precinct  unless  the  Ministry  be  jointly  sup- 
ported. Natiiak  Tylek, 
John  THWiNct, 
TnOMAB  Waikb. 

.  In  the  H.  of  R.  Nov.  37.  1741    Read  and  it 
dered  that  the  prayer  thereof  be  so  far  gi'anti 
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allowed  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  a  Townsliip  agreeable  to  a  vote  of  the  Town 
of  Mendon  at  their  meeting  Sept.  33,  .1741. 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

J.  HonsoN,  Speaker, 
In  Cowacil  Bead  and  Concurred  with  the  nmendmeut  at  A. 
Sent  down  for  Concurrencu. 

J.  WiLLAKD,  Secy. 
In  H.  of  R.    Read  and  Hon.  Con.  and  tlie  House  insist  on  its  vole, 

J.  Ho^KiK,  Speaker. 
In  Council  Nov.  30.     Read  &  Non  Con. 

.   J.  WlLLARD,  Secy, 

In  Council  Dec.  4,  1741.     Upon  a  motion  made  by  a  Message  from  the  * 
Hon''!'  House  of  R.  that  the  Board  would  reconsider  tlieii'  vote  above,  tlie 
vote  was  accordingly  recoaadered  and  the  Question  being  put,  whether 
the  Board  will  concur  with  the  vole  of  the  House  on  this  Petition,  It 
passed  in  the  Negative,  and  the  Board  adhere  to  tlieir  own  Amendment. 
Sent  down  for  Concurrence. 

J.  WiLLAHD,  Secy. 
In  the  H,  of  B,  Dec.  16.  1741  R.  &  Non  Con, 

J.  HoBSiiN,  Speaker. 

The  Amendment  at  A,  is  not  found  in  the  Court  Records. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  House  voted  the  Petitioners  liberty  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  a  Township,  and  that  the  Town  had  not  been 
heard.  The  amendment  might  have  reference  to  one  or  both  of 
these  facts, 

Dec.  14.  Tlie  town  having  been  cited  to  malie  answer  at  the 
G-enei^al  Court  to  a  petition  to  make  Mill  River  a  precinct,  chose 
Lieut.  Bleaaer  Taft,  Deacon  Thomas  Sanford,  Mr,  Joseph  John- 
son, Mr.  John  Jones,  Jr.,  and  Mr.  John  Fish  a  committee  to 
draw  rip  reasons  why  the  prayer  of  the  Mill  River  petition  should 
not  be  gi'anted,  and  dii'ected  that  Lieut,  Eleazer  Taft  and  Mr. 
John  Jones,  Jr.,  should  present  said  reasons  to  the  General 
Court,  and  make  answer  to  said  petition. 

In  the  H.  of  R.  Dec.  23^  1741.  Read  again  with  the  answer  of  the  Town 
of  Mendon  &  thereupon  voted  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petitioners  he  so  far 
granted  as  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Mendon,  with  their  Estates,  lying  on 
the  Easterly  side  of  Mill  River  and  bovmded  by  said  River,  Bellingham, 
HoUiston  and  Hopkinton,  including  the  FamUies,  with  their  Estates,  on 
the  West  side  of  swd  River  to  the  Eight  Rod  Road  as  expressed  and  de- 
scribed in  the  Petition,  together  with  Nathan  Tyler  and  his  lands,  Samuel 
Rawson,  Daniel  Lovett,  William  Hayward,  Thomas  White,  Danl.  White, 
William  Hovey,  Josiah  Adams,  Benj.  Green,  Samuel  Green  and  Ebeuezer 
Albee,  with  their  Estates  in  the  old  or  standing  part  of  said  Town,  or  so 
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■  many  of  them  as  shall  joyn  with  the  Petitioners  in  building  a  Meeting 
House  and  settling  a  Minister,  ai'e  hereby  Erected  into  a  Distinct  and  Sep- 
arate Precinct,  and  the  Inhabitants  thereof  be  invested  with  the  same 
Powers  and  Privileges  as  other  Precincte  do  enjoy. 

Saving  Nevei'theless  that  Jonathan  Hayward,  John  Green,  Obadiah 
Wheelock,  Jas.  Albee,  Jos.  Corbit,  Thomas  Beai'd,  Benjamin  Albee,  Jr., 
Jbo.  Kilbum,  Jno.  Hayward,  William  Sprague  Jr.  and  Jno.  White,  liv- 
ing within  the  above  mentioned  hounds,  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall 
desire  it,  together  with  their  Estates,  may  continue  to  the  standing  part  of 
sd  Town,  so  long  as  they  attend  the  public  worship  there  in  a  stated  way 
and  no  longer.  Also  Provided  that  the  said  Inhabitants  so  set  off  shall, 
within  the  space  of  3  years  from  this  time.  Erect  a  Convenient  Meeting 
House  &  settle  a  learned  and  Orthodox  Minister  for  tJie  Public  Worsliip  of 
Qod, 

Sent  \ip  for  ConcuiTencc 

J.  HoBSON,  Speaker. 
In  Council  Dec.  33.  1741    Read  and  Con, 

J.  WiLLAKD,  Secy. 
Consented  to,        W.  Shiblev. 

'J'his  year  Mr.  Dorr  was  allowed  an  additiou  to  his  salaiy  of 
£75,  and  .£100  were  raised  to  defray  town  charges. 

The  vote  heretofore  passed,  appropriating  the  Land  Bank 
money  (the  income  from  the  sales  of  the  ministry  and  school 
lauds,)  for  the  payment  of  town  chai'ges,  was  reconsidered. 

Dec,  30.  1741.  We  tiie  Subscribers  in  assessing  the  Ministerial  Rates 
liave  Excluded  y'  Persons,  as  followetU,  that  is  to  say  as  the  Anabaptists; 
and  the  land  of  Nicholas  Cook  of  Bellingham, 

David  Aldrich,  Henry  Bozworth, 

Edward  Pickerin.  Benjamin  Force, 

William  Sprague,  William  Phillips, 

Samuel  TJiompson,  Peter  Aldricli. 


TnoMAs  Tkaybr. 


',    Town  of  Mendon. 


1742.  Jan.  4.  Mr.  Dorr  was  allowed  £18,  "over  and  ahove 
what  had  been  paid  him,"  being  the  income  of  the  Ministevial 
land. 

Eleazer  Taft  and  Dr.  Samuel  Morse,  with  what  had  been 
allowed  them  before,  were  allowed  a  further  sum,  making  in  the 
whole  £40. 

March  1.     Ohose  Nathan  Ponuimaii,  Samuel  Thayer,  Uriah 
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Thayer,  Capt,  Daniel  Lovett  and  Jonathan  Hayward,  Jr.,  for 
Selectmen;   Edmnnd   Morse,  Town  Clerk;  Daniel  Taft,  Esq., 
Town  Treasurer,  and  Daniel  Hazeltine  and  William  Hayward, 
Constables. 
Mai'ch  17.     At  a  meeting  held  thia  day  the  following  "  Ec- 


"To  the  Preeholdera  &  Other  Inhabitants,  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
Qualified  by  Law  to  Vote  in  Town  afEairs  in  Lawful!  Townmeettiag  As- 
sembled, by  Ad  jouniment  from  March  17.  1742. 

Wee  the  Subscribers  Your  Friends  and  Neighbors  of  the  Society  of  Poe- 
ple  Called  Quaquers  for  our  Selves  and  Others  of  our  Society  finding  tlie 
Yard  belonging  to  our  Meettinghouse  Too  Little  for  Our  Couveniaucy, 

Bequest  y"  favour  of  Some  Enlargement,  Particularly  that  you  will 
please  to  Allow  us  Two  Bod  of  y'  Ten  (Rod)  Road  at  the  Front  of  Our  sd 
Meetting  house,  to  Eun  an  equal  length  with  Our  Own  Land  to  the  same 
belonging.  Or  otherwise  as,  in  your  Judgement  and  good  Neighbourhood 
you  shall  think  convenient  in ;  and  Your  Kindness  to  Us  therein  will  Oblige 
Our  Love  and  Gratitude. 

The  foi'egoing  Request  was  granted  by  a  Cleai'  Vote  Always  Provided  y= 
Rod  mentioned  in  width  Dotli  not  Extend  More  than  fourteen  Rodliong  or 
fourteen  Rod  and  a  half  in  Length  at  Farthest." 

Who  the  subBcribei'8  were  to  the  foregoing  request  does  not 
appear,  as  the  names  were  not  copied  into  the  town  record. 

The  yard  that  was  enlarged  by  the  above  addition  is  still  owned 
by  the  Friends,  and  within  its  inclosnre  ai-e  quite  a  number  of 
graves,  but  except  in  one  instance  there  are  no  monuments  to 
designate  the  name  or  age  of  the  sleeper  beneath.  The  meeting 
house  that  stood  in  the  yard  has  long  since  disappeai-ed,  having 
lircn  laken  down  and  removed  in  1850. 

Inly  5  Josiah  Marshall,  A.  M,,  was  hired  by  the  Selectmen 
to  keepsthool;  "that  is  the  Grammar  School  in  said  Town,"  for 
one  year  for  £19  lawful  money  or  in  bills  of  the  last  emission  or 
in  other  bills  equivalent  thereto.  This  conti-act  is  signed  by 
Josiah  Marshall  and  Daniel  Lovett,  Nathan  Penniman  and 
Samnel  Thayer,  Selectmen  of  Mendon. 

May  31.  Capt.  Robert  Taft  was  chosen  Representative  to  tlie 
Genei'al  Court. 

At  this  meeting  James  Albee,  Joseph  Rockwood,  Benjamin 
Eockwood,  Nathaniel  Thayer  and  others  petitioned  the  town  to 
be  set  off  to  BeUingham,  they  living  in  the  south  part  of  Men- 
don, but  the  town  refused  to  grant  their  request. 


dbyGOOgIC 


1742.]  ANNALS  OP  MENDON.  245 

Upon  this,  John  Holbrook  and  otheta  of  Belliugliam,  and 
James  Albee  and  others,  of  Mendon,  appealed  to  the  General 
Court. 

Mass.  Ai-chi¥es,  Court  1741  to  1743,  p.  395. 

"A  Petition  of  Jolin  Holliroolc  imd  others  of  tlie  Town  of  Bellingiiam 
and  James  Albee  and  others  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  Shewing  that,  tiy 
reason  of  the  great  numher  of  Sectaries*  in  Bellingliam,  tlie  remaining  part 
are  not  able  to  Support  a  Gospel  Minisler,  and  that  tlie  Petitioners  of  Men- 
don are  commodiously  situated  for  BelUngham,  and  therefore  praying  tliat 
part  of  Mendon,  particularly  described  in  the  petition  may  be  set  off  from 
that  Town  and  joined  to  the  said  Town  of  Bellingham. 

In  the  H.  of  R.  Read  and  Ord.  that  the  Petitioners  serve  the  Town  of 
Mendon  with  a  copy  of  this  Petition  that  they  show  oaiiae,  if  any  tiiey 
liftve,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  next  session  of  this  Court  why  the  prayer 
thereof  should  not  be  granted. 

In  Council  Read  &  Con.  June  8.  1743. 

CoQSented  to,  W.  Shirley. 

Court,  1743  to  1745,  p.  143. 

"Sept.  3.  1743.  The  Petition  of  John  Holbi-ook,  James  Albee  and  olliers 
of  Bellingham  and  Mendon,  praying  aa  entered  June  8.  1742 

In  Council  Read  again  together  with  tlie  answer  of  a  Committee  of  Oie 
Town  of  Mendon.  and  the  matter  being  fully  considered,  tlie  question  was 
put,  Whether  tlie  prayer  of  the  Petitioners  should  be  gi'anted,  and  it  passed 
in  the  Negative;  Whereupon  Ordered  tliat  the  Petition  be  dismissed, 
In  H.  of  R.  Read  and  Con. 

Consented  to,  W.  Shirley." 

The  committee  appointed  to  settle  with  Ebenezer  Staples, 
Town  Treasurer  for  1733  and  1734,  reported  that  they  "find 
difficulty"  (what  difficulty  tlie  record  saith  not),  and  that  "he, 
hath  Oomplyed  to  pay  to  the  Town  for  a  Discharge  y°  sum  of 
five  pounds  in  the  Old  Tenor  Bills  of  Credit,  aa  is  Oomplyed  witli 
by  both  Parties."  The  Treasurer  having  paid  tlie  five  pounds, 
the  town  voted  to  conflrm  the  settlement. 

OLD    AND    NEW   TEHOB. 

For  some  years  past  the  General  Court  had  issued  Bills  of 
Credit,  as  they  were  called,  to  serve  for  its  present  necessities,  to 
be  redeemed  at  a  definite  time.  After  paying  its  present  in- 
debtedness, the  balance  of  the  issue  was  loaned,  in  various  sums, 
to  the  towns,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  trustees.     The  trustees 
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again  loaned  it,  but  not  in  large  amounts,  to  the  inhabitante, 
taking  security  for  tlie  principal  and  interest.  When  a  new 
issue  was  made  it  was  called  New  Tenor,  the  one  previously 
issued  was  called  Old  Tenor.  When  an  issue  of  Bills  of  Credit 
was  made  the  G-eneral  Court  fixed  their  value.  Thus,  in  1743, 
they  issued  ^30,000,  and  by  the  second  section  of  the  act,  they 
"enacted  that  any  debt  of  four  shillings,  heretofore  conti'acted, 
may  be  discharged  by  one  shilling  of  the  bills  hereby  to  be  emit- 
ted, specialties  and  express  contracts  in  writing  excepted,  and 
so,  pro  rata,  for  a  greater  or  less  sum." 

The  bills  were  printed  in  the  following  form  and  signed  by  a 

Committee  of  the  General  Court  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

Their  denominations  ranged  from  two  pence  to  forty  shilllings. 

(No.         )  Twenty  SliiUings, 

This  bill  of  twenty  shillings,  due  to  the  possessor  thereof,  from  the  Pro- 
vince of  Massachusetts  Bay,  shall  be  equal  to  three  ounces  of  coined  silver, 
Troy  weight,  of  sterling  alloy,  or  gold  coin  at  the  rate  of  foiu-  pounds 
eighteen  shillings  per  ounce;  and  shall  be  so  accepted  in  all  payments,  and 
in  the  Treasury.    Boston  1743.   By  order  of  the  General  Court  or  Assembly. 

f-  Committee. 
— and  so,  mutatis  mutandis,  for  a  greater  or  less  sum." 

Raised  £45  to  defray  town  charges  this  year. 


1743.  ■  March?.  I'D!  Selectmen,  Major  Daniel  Lovett,  Daniel 
Taf  fc.  Esq, ,  Mr.  William  Torrey,  Mr,  John  Legg  and  Coroner  Wil- 
liam Eawson;  Town  Clerk,  Edmund  Morse;  Town  'l"i'easurer, 
Daniel  Taft,  Esq. ;  Constables,  WiUiam  Hay  ward  and  Samuel 
Daniels,  Jr. ;  Assessors,  William  Tori'ey,  John  Legg  and  WiUiam 


At  this  meeting  the  town  voted  to  dismiss  the  article  from  the 
waiTant,  "Signifying  they  would  Defend  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dorr 
against  his  opposers."  It  is  not  certain  what  the  difficulty  with 
Mr.  Doit  was.  The  extensive  religious  agitation,  the  "Great 
Awakening,"  as  it  was  called,  of  l'?40,  about  which  men  were 
divided  in  opinion,  may  have  given  rise  to  the  coldness  of  some 
of  his  parishioners,  as  it  is  related  that  Mr.  Doit  strongly  sympa- 
thized with  that  movement.  The  struggle,  which  resulted  in 
the  erection  of  the  Mill  River  Precinct,  may  also  have  given  rise 
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to  or  iDteneifled  the  "recent  nnpleasantness,"  but,  as  we  hesirno 
more  of  the  opponents  of  Mr.  Dorr,  it  is  presiimed  that  the 
autonomy  granted  the  Mill  River  people,  in  matters  ministerial, 
or  the  snbsidence  of  the  Great  Awakening,  one  or  both,  con- 
tributed to  the  return  of  a  lasting  peace. 

Voted  not  to  hire  a  Schoolmaster  this  year. 

March  35.  Maj.  Daniel  Lovett,  Mr.  Benjamin  Wheelock  and 
Mr.  George  Bruce  were  chosen  a  committee  to  treat  with  TJx- 
bridge  or  their  committee  concerning  the  Ministry  land.  What 
was  the  question  about  the  Ministry  hind  does  not  appear. 

May  16.  Oapt.  Robert  Taft  was  chosen  Representative  to  the 
General  Court. 

Aug.  29.  Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  Major  Daniel  Lovett  and  Dea- 
con Jacob  Aldrich  were  allowed  £1.15  each  for  live  days  work 
and  Major  Lovett  and  Deacon  Aldi-ieh  3s.  Cd.  each  for  half  a 
day's  work  in  selling  the  Minieti-y  land.  The  surveyor  of  the 
Ministiy  land  was  allowed  .£1.05  for  the  snrvey,  and  Major 
Daniel  Lovett,  Mr.  Benjamin  Wheelock  and  Mr.  George  Bruce 
were  allowed  £1.10  for  treating  with  the  Usbridge  Committee. 
These  several  sums  were  to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  arising 
from  the  sale  of  the  land,  or  the  interest  due  therefrom. 
■  Among  other  accounts  audited  and  allowed  was  one  of  £13  to 
Sergt.  William  Haywai^d,  for  a  road  through  his  land,  bought  of 
Dr.  Wilson. 

Raised  £50  to  defray  town  charges. 

All  the  grants  for  this  yeaa'-  were  in  Old  Tenor. 

There  was  an  ai'ticle  in  the  wari'ant  to  see  if  the  town  will  be 
at  any  charge  in  "Joyning  to  Lett  up  the  fish  in  the  Grate 
River,"  but  it  was  not  acted  on,  and  the  meeting  was  dissolved. 

The  East  Precinct  in  Mendon  was  created  by  the  General 
Court  Dec.  33, 1741,  and  it  was,  without  doubt,  soon  afterward 
organized.  It  seems  that  from  some  irregnlai-ities  in  the  man- 
ner of  voting  the  legality  of  the  Precinct  meetings  were  called  in 
question,  and  we  find  that  in  1743  they  applied  to  the  General 
Court  for  relief.  To  this  end  Deacon  Daniel  Corbett  and  Mr. 
Jonathan  Hayward  were  chosen,  on  the  23d  of  August,  1743, 
"  to  the  General  Court  to  Desire  Relief  and  Direction  under  our 
present  Difficulties."  They,  in  the  behalf  of  the  Precinct,  peti- 
tioned the  General  Court  as  follows: 

Maes.  Arch.  Towns,  Vol.  115,  p.  168. 
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"To  his Bxcelleocy  William  Sliirley  Esq.,  Capt.  General  and  Governor 
in  Chief  in  and  over  liis  Majesty's  Province  of  Uie  Massachusetts  Bay,  the 
Honorable  his  Majesty's  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled  8ept.  1743. 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Easterly  Precinct  in  Mendou 
Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  y'  Petitionera,  at  their  General  Meeting  in  Maicli 
1748  were  so  ill  advised  as  to  permit  a  considerable  number  of  persona  not 
duly  qualifled  by  Law  to  vote  at  that  meeting  &  have  so  continued  to  do  at 
all  other  meetings  since,  being  induced  thereto  by  aji  apprehension  that  it 
would  be  a  means  of  preserving  peace  and  unity  among  ourselves;  but  in- 
stead turns  to  the  contrary,  for  now  divers  of  our  Society  refuse  to  pay  any 
of  the  taxes  levied  for  building  a  Meeting  house  &  Supporting'a  Minister, 
giving  for  reason  that  all  Oie  votes  passed  at  said  meeting  and  all  other  suc- 
ceeding ones  are  null  and  void  because  passed  by  unqualifled  persons;  so 
that,  by  this  means,  we  ai'e  likely  to  be  in  the  greatest  confusion  imagina- 
ble, without  the  aid  of  the  Great  and  Honourable  Court;  Therefore  Y'  Pe- 
titioners humbly  pray  Y'  Excellency  and  Honours  would  be  pleased  to 
confirm  all  the  votes  passed  at  said  Meetings  to  this  time  and  by  y'  order 
make  them  as  efiectual  as  if  all  the  voters  were  lawfully  qualified,  or  other- 
wise relieve  us  in  the  premises  as  in  your  Goodness  you  shall  think  best  & 
as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

Dabiel  Corbbtt        I  In  the  Name  &  Behalf  of  the  East 
Jonathan  Hatwabd  f  Precinct  of  Mendon. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  Sept.  9.  1743  Read  and  Ordered  that  the 
prayer  of  the  Petitioners  be  so  far  granted  as  that  the  respective  Pai'isli 
Meetings  held  in  the  I^terly  Precinct  in  Mendon  since  the  year  1740  be 
deemed  and  hereby  ai'e  declared  Valid  &  Legal;  and  all  affairs,  votes, 
Grants,  Assessments  and  other  things  passed  or  transacted  at  any  such 
meeting,  or  in  consequence  thei'eof  is  declared  good  in  Law,  and  all  per- 
sons concerned  are  hereby  requii'ed  to  conform  themselves  thereto  any  De- 
fect in  said  Meetings  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
8ent  up  for  Concurrence 

T.  Gushing,  Spk'. 

In  Council  Read  &  Concurred  with  tlie  amendment  as  taken  into  a  new 
di'aft,  viz;— 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  the  irregular  proceedings  within  men- 
tioned were  not  in  wilful  Contempt  of  the  Law,  but  through  Inadvertance, 
and  Inasmuch  as  rendering  void  the  same  would  greatly  perplex  their 
Affairs,  if  not  prove  destructive  to  them  in  their  weak  and  infant  state. 

Therefore  Ordei'ed  that  tlie  several  meetings  held  thei*  &  every  thing 
done  or  in  consequence  thereof  be  &  hereby  declared  valid  &  ail  persons 
concerned  or  that  may  be  concerned  are  liereby  directed  to  conform  them- 
selves thereto  any  defect  in  their  proceeding  notwithstanding. 
Sent  down  for  Concurrence 

T.  WiLLAED,  Secy. 
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In  tilt  House  of  Eepresentatives,  Sept.  13.  1743. 
Read  and  Concurred 

T.  CusHiBG,  Spk'.  - 
Consented  to       W.  SHiitutY. 

The  second  Precinct  in  Mendon  {now  Milford)  -was  organized 
in  1741,  and  the  Rev,  Amariah  Frost  was  ordained  over  the 
Church  Dec.  31,  1'('43.  He  was  the  son  of  Samael  and  Elizabeth 
(Rice)  Prost,  and  was  born  in  Pramingham  Oct.  4,  ll'ao.  He 
graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1740,  and  continued  in  the 
minietiy,  at  Milford,  until  his  death,  March  14,  1792,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two. 

Mr.  Froet  was  thrice  married,  for  his  second  wife,  mari-ying 
Saaanna,  the  jonngest  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Dorr,  of 
Mendon. 

Mr.  Frost  was  reputed  an  excellent  man,  and  one  of  the  most 
popular  preachers  of  his  time.  It  is  a  sufficient  indication  of  his 
repntation  and  of  hia  attainments,  to  state  that  he  was  exten- 
sively resorted  to  as  an  instnictor  of  young  men,  fitting  for  col- 
lege and  for  the  ministry. 


1744.  March  6.  Major  Daniel  Lovett,  Deacon  Nelson, 
Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  Jonathan  HajTvard  and  Lieut.  Thomas 
Thayer  were  chosen  Selectmen;  Edmund  Morse,  Town  Clerk; 
Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  Town  Treasurer,  and  Daniel  Taft,  Jr.,  and 
John  Ohapin,  Constables. 

Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  Major  Daniel  Lovett  and  Sergt.  John  Legg 
were  chosen  a  committee  "  to  order  a  Monument  over  y°  Grave 
of  the  Rev^  Mr.  Grindal  Rawson,  Late  Minister  of  Mendon." 

Mr.  Josiah  Marshall,  A.  M.,  was  again  chosen  schoolmaster. 

A  motion  was  made  to  build  a  new  school  hoiise,  but  it  passed 
in  the  negative.  The  next  motion  found  more  favor,  as  it  was 
passed  in  the  affirmative,  being  a  motion  that  the  Second  Pi'e- 
cinot  (Milford)  should  have  the  old  law  book  during  the  town's 
pleasure. 

May  18.  Chose  John.  Tyler  and  John  Thayer  "  to  Take  Care 
for  the  Preservation  of  y^  Deer." 

Capt.  Robert  Taft  was  chosen  Representative  to- the  General 
Conrt.' 
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It  wiiB  voted  fchiit  tlie  iimount  of  interest  money  derived  from 
the  sale  of  the  ministry  land,  for  the  present  year,  shall  be 
equally  divided  between  the  first  tuid  second  Pi'ecincts. 

Griinfced  £30  in  order  to  complete  the  Town's  stoclt  of  ammu- 
nition. 

Samuel  Davenport's  rates  for  1741  were  forgiven,  he  not 
having  removed  to  this  town  at  that  time. 

Aug.  31.  Vai'ious  bills  were  audited  and  ordered  to  be  paid, 
among  others,  Peter  Thayer's,  for  looking  afUr  a  child, 
£15.00.00. 

If  the  account  of  Peter  Tliayer  could  be  found,  perhaps  we 
ehonld  get  some  further  light  upon  the  reasons  of  this  extraor- 
dinaiy  entiy,  and  if  the  General  Court  would  create  a  neta  office, 
the  incumbent  of  which  sliould  be  provided  with  suitable  books 
of  record,  and  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  note  all  events,  other 
than  oflBcial  doings,  occun-ing  in  the  town  or  elsewhere,  that 
would  aid  in  elucidating  the  history  of  the  town,  we  should  have 
a  far  better  understanding  of  our  public  records,  and  besides 
have  our  town  histories,  without  any  gi-eat  labor  at  revision, 
ready  at  all  times  for  publication. 

The  grant  for  the  disbui'sement  of  town  charges  this  year  was 
£127. 

The  records  says  all  the  grants  were  to  bo  paid  in  old  tenor. 

At  the  close  of  the  town  records  for  1744  the  following  entry 
is  made; — 

Me^tdon,  March  16.  1743,  Then  Received  of  Ihe  Town  of  Meadon  such 
sums  of  Mouey  which  I  accept  in  full  satisfaction  of  my  Salary  and  Prof- 
fltts  of  Ministay  Lands  from  the  time  of  my  first  Settlement  to  the  Date  of 
these  Presents.  I  say  Received  by  the  hands  of  Daniel  Taft  Esq.  and 
Town  Ti'easurer,  hy  me  Joseph  Dork, 

Minister  of  the  Town. 

Tlic  town  lines  with  Upton,  HojiJcinton,  Holliston  and  Bel- 
lingham  were  perambulated  this  yeai-,  but  the  committee  for 
Bellingham,  for  some  reason  which  does  not  appear,  refu-sed  to 
sign  the  certificate. 


1745,      March  y°  i.      Chose  for  Selectmen   Major   Daniel 
Irfivett,  John  French.   WiUiam  Thayer,  Thomas  Tenuey,  and 
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Nathaniel  Nelson;  for  Town  Clerk,  Edmnnd  Morse;  Town 
Treasurer,  Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  and  for  Constables,  Eliplialet 
Warfleld  and  David  Daniels. 

THE   TRAINING    FIELT). 

Mendon,  April  13.  1744 
Then  the  Selectmen  mett  and  Measured  the  Traioing  Field,  beginuiug 
att  a  lieap  of  8tones  Bounded  Nortlierly  twenty  Rods  upon  Major  Daniel 
Lovett's  Land;  theu  Bounded  Easterly  Thirty  five  Rods  on  Phinehas 
Lovett's  Land ;  Then  Bounded  Southerly  Upon  Ebenezer  Merriam's  Land 
Nineteen  Rods;  then  Bounded  Westerly  Upon  the  Tea  Rod  Road  Thirty 
five  Rod  to  the  first  Bound,  the  whole  containing  four  Acres  and  a  Quarter 
and  two  Rod  &  a  half. 

Daniel  Tapt  Esq.,     1 
Jonathan  Hatward,  V  Selectmen, 
Thomas  Thayer.         ) 

March  19.  Voted  to  sell  to. Phinehas  LoTett  a  portion  of  the 
Training  Field,  on  the  east  side,  adjoining  his  other  la'iid,  thirty- 
five  rods  in  length,  seven  rods  at  the  south  end  of  the  Training 
Eield,  and  six  rods  at  the  north  end,  containing  one  acre,  three 
score  and  eight  rods.  The  consideration  was  £5,00.00,  old 
tenor. 

The  interest  of  the  ministry  land  was  voted  one  hall  to  the 
First  Precinct  and  the  other  to  the  Second  Precinct. 

The  bill  of  Dr.  Daniel  Hews  for  doctoring,  and  the  bill  of 
William  Hayward  for  nursing  Elizabeth  Nox  or  Rose?  was  disal- 
lowed. 

March  19.  Voted,  That  all  the  roads  that  are  reputed  to  be 
moi^e  than  four  rods  wide  in  the  town  of  Mendon,  be  reduced  to 
four  rods,  and  the  Selectmen  state  the  roads. 

Sept.  23.  The  committee  to  reckon  with  Daniol  Taft,  Esq., 
Treasurer^  repoi-ted  that  they  find  due  .  him  the  sum  of 
£36.13.11,  old  tenor.  They  also  find  in  former  constables  hands 
£13,  old  tenor,  and  interest  dne  on  school  money  £13,  old  tenor 
— in  the  whole  £33.10.03,  and  about  £33  in  last  year's  orders 
unpaid. 

The  committee  to  review  Ebenezer  Staples'  account  as  Treas- 
urer for  1733  and  4,  find  due  him  £1.16.7,  and  that  a  note  of 
£5.00.00,  given  by  him  on  a  former  settlement,  should  be  given 
up  to  him. 

1st  Tuesday  in  October,  Nathaniel  Nelson  was  allowed  £2.07 
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for  a  jonmej  to  Worcester  to  answer  a  presentment  agaiust  the 
town,  and  for  laying  oat  roads.  This  presentment  probably 
had  its  origin  in  an  alleged  claim  of  the  town  of  TJxbridge  that 
Mendon  was  held  fco  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  a  bridge 
over  the  Great  (Blackstone)  River. 

William  Hayward,  Constable  (colleetor)  was  allowed  £0.11.08 
for  rates  in  1743,  "on  Aceonnt  of  Men  Living  in  y°  Gfore." 

Eaised  to  pay  town  debts  £150,  old  tenor. 


1746.  Mai-eh  11*.  Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  Benjamin  Wheeloek, 
Jun.,  Uriah  Thayer,  Jonathan  Hayward  and  Samnel  Scammell 
were  chosen  Selectmen;  Edmund  Morse,  Town  Clerk;  Daniel 
Taft,  Esq.,  Town  Treasurer,  and  Samuel  Rawson  and  Ichabod 
Robinson  were  chosen  Constables. 

The  vote  passed  March  19th,  1745,  to  reduce  the  roada  to  four 
rods  wide  was  reconsidered. 

Crown'  (Coroner)  William  Rawson  was  chosen  Grand  Jury- 
man. 

May  33.  The  Selectmen  were  instmcted  to'  hire  a  school- 
master. 

Samuel  Thayer,  Deacon  Nelson,  John  French,  Oapt.  Robert 

Taft,  Jonathan  Hayward,  Thomas  Thayer  and  George , 

were  chosen  a  committee  "to  consider  the  affair  of  building  a 
School  House  or  School  Honsea  and  make  a  Report  at  the  next 
Town  meeting." 

Oapt.  Robert  Taft  was  chosen  Representative  to  the  General 
Court. 

Voted,  that  "the  interest  of  the  money  the  Ministry  Land 
sold  for  should  be  divided  equally  between  the  Ist.  &  3nd.  Pre- 
cinct." 

A  committee  was  chosen  to  see  "if  any  one  wishes  to  buy  any 
pai't  of  the  Ten  Rod  Koad  And  See  what  they  will  give  for  it," 
and  report  to  the  town. 

Sept.  32.  Voted  to  pay  Dr.  John  Scammel!  £8.10  "for  his 
Doctrin  Bethiah  Bridges." 

Voted  "to  raise  £133.00.00  to  defray  town  Debts." 

At  the  same  meeting  the  following  votes  were  passed: 
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"  The  Selectmen  having  rediaQed  the  roacls  mtre  than  four  rods  wide  hy 
metes  and  bound,  to  the  width  of  foui  lods  it  was  ^oted  to  accept  of  the 
Report  of  the  Selectmen. 

Yoted  that  Nathan  Penni man  and  ibrih'im  '^tiples  be  i  Committee  to 
take  an  account  of  the  land  adjojmue  to  each  paiticuJar  person  that  is 
ajoyning  to  the  roads  or  highways  Eeputcd  to  be  more  than  Four  Rods 
wide,  in  order  to  Sell  the  same;  that  is  all  ahove  four  lods  widt  iii'sxid 
roads  and  report  at  the  next  town  meeting," 

Voted  thai  Mr.  George  Bruce  and  Or.  William  Rawson  be 
a  committee  to  refer  the  said  return  of  said  road  to  the  Court  of 
the  General  Sessions  of  tlie  Peaee  in  and  for  the  Conntyof  Wor- 
cester for  a  confirmation. 

In  December  following,  Capt.  Nathan  Tyler,  William  Torrey 
and  Edmund  Morse  were'  chosen  a  committee  to  make  a 
"  Draught "  of  all  land  which  is  to  be  disposed  of  as  above  said, 
in  order  for  the  town  to  act  on  at  their  next  meeting. 


1747.  Mai-eh  2.  Selectmen,  John  French,  Maj,  Daniel 
Loyett,  Dea<!on  Nathaniel  Nelson,  George  Bruce,  and  John 
Chapin;  Town  Clerk,  Edmund  Morse;  Town  Treasurer,  Daniel 
Taft,  Esq.;  Constables,  George  Aldrich  and  John  Fish. 

Mai'ch  30.  It  seems  that  the  town  did  not  think  it  best  to 
have  any  school  this  year,  as  they  voted  not  to  hire  Mr.  Josiah 
Marshall  as  Schoolmaster. 

May  36.  Maj.  Daniel  Lovett  and  Lieut.  William  Sheffield 
were  chosen  a  committee  to  assist  Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  Town  Trea- 
surer, "To  Look  After  the  Money,  Both  principal  and  Interest, 
Arising  by  virtue  of  the  Saile  of  the  Ministry  and  School  Land 
in  Mendon." 

Aug.  31.  This  meeting  was  occupied  by  auditing  and  allow- 
ing various  bills  and  foregoing  taxes,  among  which  was  one  in 
the  following  words:  "Voted  to  forego  £3.14.05.3  New  Tenor 
which  is,  in  old  Tenor,  £10.17.11,  in  Constable  David  Daniels' 
Eateiny'yeai'l'?47,  which  was  Rated  to  men  in  the  Gore,"  known 
afterwards  as  Attleboro  Gore. 

To  defi-ay  town  chai-ges,  £160,  old  tenor,  was  raised. 

The  Town  Clerk  was  directed  "  to  Send  to  the  Selectmen  of 
Bellingham  to  give  the  Reason,  if  any  they  have,  why  they  will 
not  sign  the  Prearabulation  between  Mendon  and  Bellingham 
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According  as  the  Line  hath  been  Preambnlated  by  both  Parties 
for  Several  yeai's  past  and  that  by  fair  Meets  &  Bounds." 

The  old  school  hoiise  was  sold  to  Samuel  Thayer  for  £14,  old 
tenor. 
■  This  year  the  roads  were  reduced  to  four  rods  in  width,  and 

sold  to  the  abuttei's,  as  by  the  following  schedule: 

Jonathaji  Wftdsworth 1  Acre  &  14rods.  £  1  10  00 

George  Bnice 1        "      54  "  3  00  00 

Moses  Aldrich,..; 4         "     114  "  7  02  00 

Benjamiii  Green 105  "  100  00 

Seth  Chapin'sheira 140  "  1  07  06 

William  Torrey 146  "  1  18  00 

Nathaniel  Nelson '. 1        "      40  "  1  17  00 

Ebenezer  Ohapin 130  "  103  06 

John  Post m  '■  0  05  GO 

John  White 1        "      98  "  3  08  00 

George  Aldrich 3  00  00 

Eliphalet  Wharfleld 140  "  1  OS  00 

ElihuWarfleld 108  "  100  00 

Dauiel  Lovett,  Eaq 134  "  3  08  00 

Nathan  Tyler 4       "      00  "  10  Rod  Road    6  00  00 

Jonathan  Wadsworth "  3  10  00 

Samuel  Green 1        "      G»  "  "            6  00  00 

G«orge  Bruce 1        "    100  "  ■'          13  00  00 

Samuel  Torrey 3         ■■      37  "  "            10  16  10 

Benjamin  Green 65  "  ■'            2  08  09 

ThoniftiS  Rawson 34  "  "               19  00 

QrindalRawBon 135  "  "             3  07  06 

Mary  Morse 148  "  "          U  11  00 

Rev.  Joseph  DoJT 1        "      33  "  "            5  18  09 

William  Torrey 3         "      76  "  ■'            14  16  00 

Ehenezer  Chapin 2         "      18  "  "     "      10  1103 

Samuel  Thayer 1        "    120  "  "          15  11  00 

JosephChapin 3        "      70  "  "           12  07  OB 

Ichabod  Aumidowu 113  "  ■■            7  00  00 

Bbenezer  Staples 1         "    130  "  "             6  00  00 

Moses  Aldrich  and  Samuel  Thayer*                30  "  "             3  00  00 

Moses  Aldrich 72  "  5.         "            3  00  00 

Ma],  Daniel  Lovelt 1        "      B2  "  "            6  05  00 

Phiuehas  Lovett 4        "      00  "  "          30  00  00 

Benjamm  Meriam 3         "  "  12  00  00 

EdmundMorse 3        "      40  "  "          30  00  00 

Joseph  Penniman 3        "      80  "  "            6  00  00 

Samuel  Rawson  3         "      40  "  "             8  00  00 

•Friends  Meeting  Houae  yari],  2  rods  on  eauli  eide. 
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Swah  Daniels  (Wid.  of  Saml.) ...  1  Acre.  10  liod  Ruad    3  10  00 

John  Albee 4  Acres  100  rods.  •'            33  00  00 

Lieut.  William  Sheffield I      "    130  "                "            4  10  00 

Joseph  Corbitt "            3  00  00 

Oapt.  Eleazer  Taft 4      "  "          10  00  00 

Elihue  Wliarfleld 143  "               "            5  00  00 

Ore  William  Rawson S       "  "10  00  00 

Joseph  Aldrich 1      ■'      30  "               "            4  io  00 

JosephAllin 3       "  '■            12  00  00 

The  following  record  is  found  in  the  latter  end  of  the  second 
volume  of  the  Town  Records,  the  book  being  turned  upside 
down: 

January  y°  13,  1747.  After  choosing  a  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasu- 
rer's account  the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  the  March  meeting,  then  to  the 
36th.  of  May,  then  to  the  last  Monday  in  August  and  then  to  the  Slat  day 
of  September,  no  businesiS  being  transacted  until  the  last  adjournment. 

At  this  last  meeting  the  town  voted  to  build  one  new  school 
house,  and  to  set  it  "on  y°  Training  Field  where  it  will  be  moat 
Accommodable,  that  is  at  y'  North  End  of  Said  Training  Field, 
adjoyning  to  the  road,"  It  was  also  voted  that  "the  School 
House  should  be  twenty  foot  in  Length  and  sixteen  foot  in  width 
and  Seven  foot  Studd  betwixt  Jojmts."  Major  Daniel  Lovett, 
Mr.  Samuel  Thayer  and  Capt,  Nathan  Tyler  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee to  build  the  house. 

This  was  the  second  and  only  school  house  in  town,  at  the 
time,  the  old  one  having  been  sold  to  Samuel  Thayer.  The  old 
school  house  stood  on  the  road  at  the  north  side  of  the  Fnends 
meeting  house.  The  new  one  was  to  stand  near  where  the  barn 
of  Albert  W.  Gaakill  now  stands. 

The  money  accming  from  the  sale  of  portions  of  the  roads  was 
to  bo  paid  into  the  Jown  Treasury,  and  so  much  as  may  be 
necessary  was  appropriated  for  building  the  school  house. 


1748.  March  7.  Chose  for  Selectmen,  AVilliam  ToiTey,  Na- 
than Tyler,  Thomas  Thayer,  Daniel  Corbett  and  Phinehas 
Lovett;  Town  Clerk,  Edmund  Morse;  Town  Treasurer,  Daniel 
Taft,  and  Constables,  Daniel, Taft,  Jr.,  and  Joseph  Corbitt. 

March  21.  Josiah  Mai^shall  was  chosen  Schoolmaster  for  the 
cuiTent  year, 
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May  17.  Desicoii  Nathu,niel  Nelson  was  chosen  Representative 
to  Generiil  Court. 

Voted  that  the  Assessors  "for  Time  to  Come  Lodg  the  yearly 
valuations  and  other  papers  Serviceable  to  the  Town's  use  in  tlie 
Clerk's  Office." 

Ang.  29.  Capt.  Thomas  Tliayer,  Ensign  John  Legg  and  Cr. 
WJUiam  Eaweon  were  chosen  a  committee  "  to  Examine  the  Ac- 
.  counts  of  the  Committee  Chosen  to  Build  a  School  house  for 
y*  Town  and  report  at  the  adjourned  meeting;  and  also  to  reckon 
with  the  Ti'easurer." 

The  income  from  the  Ministiy  land  to  he  equally  divided  be- 
tween the  First  and  Second  Precincts, 

The  town  voted  they  would  have  but  one  school,  and  that  but 
for  four  months.  Raised  £100,  old  tenor,  for  town  charges,  and 
£S  to  mend  Trask's  bridge. 


1749.  March  y=  6th.  Selectmen,  Abraham  Staples,  William 
Thayer,  George  Aldrich,  Ensign  John  Rockwood  and  Benjamin 
Wheelock;  Town  Clerk,  Edmund  Morse;  Town  Treasurer, 
Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  and  Phinehas  Lovett  and  Moses  Gage  for 


Ensign  John  Legg  and  Capt.  Thomas  Thayer  were  chosen  "to 
take  care  of  the  Deer." 

All  the  abutters  on  the  roads  had  not  yet  agreed  to  purchase 
against  their  lauds,  and  a  committee  was  chosen  to  treat  with 
them  and  agi'ce  with  them,  if  they  can,  "  accoi-ding  to  the  Gen- 
eral Pi'oceedings  of  the  Town  in  that  Affair." 

In  the  early  laying  out  of  the  divisions  of  land,  in  many  places, 
a  way  for  a  road  was  reserved.  Some  of  .these  reservations  liad 
been  used  and  others  had  not.  The  town  now  voted  that  Capt. 
Thomas  Thayer  and  Lieut.  William  Sheffield  be  directed  "to 
sell  the  Allowance  for  Roads  where  there  is  No  occasion  for 
Roads. " 

They  also  voted  "'that'  the  Grammar  School  should  not  be 
kept  in  the  School  House."  This  school  heretofore  had  been 
kept  a  portion  of  the  time  in  the  old  school  Iiouse. 

May  33,     Nathaniel  Nelson  was  chosen  Representative.    ■ 

WaiTants  for  town  meetings  were  to  be  posted  at  the  meeting 
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house  in  Mendon;  at  tlie  Second  PreciiK.'t  meeting  lionse;  lit 
Sheffield's  Mill,  aiid  at  Ti-ask'a  milh 

Voted  to  raise  £300,  old  tenor,  to  defray  town  chjii-ges. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  in  the  divisions  of  the  common 
lands,  the  school  and  the  ministry  were  both  reckoned.  For 
some  reason  laying  out  of  some  of  the  divisions  of  land  belong- 
ing to  the  ministry  had  been  neglected,  and,  at  this  meeting, 
Capt.  Nathan  Tyler  and  Deacon  Jacob  Aldi-ieh  were  directed 
"to  Lay  out  the  Eemainder  of  the  Ministry  Land." 

Voted  that,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Dorr,  Present 
Minister,  Ahraham  Fletcher  Have  the  Use  of  the  Ministry  Meadow  belong- 
ing to  the  Town  of  Mendon,  for  Twenty  yeai's  from  the  date  hereof,  Pro- 
vided he,  the  aaid  Fletcher,  Shall  Clear  up  all  the  said  Meadow  and  finally 
Suhdew  the  same  within  the  Space  of  three  years  from,  the  dale  hereof  and 
have  the  same  under  good  and  sufficient  fence  and  Leave  it  under  good 
Leagal  Fence  at  the  end  of  swd  Time;  and  furtlier  the  Said  Abraham 
Fletcher  is  (for  the  Use  of  Said  Meaddow)  to  mow  and  make  all  the  Grass  or 
produce  of  said  Meadow  yearly,  and  seasonably  and  Deliver  Ihe  one  third 
pait  of  the  Hay  to  the  said  Mr.  Dorr  at  his  barn  yearly,  the  said  Mr.  Don- 
continuing  to  be  the  Minister  in_this  place;  but,  and  if  the  said  Mr.  Dorr 
Discontinue  lo  be  Minister  in  this  Place,  before  the  said  Time  be  Expired 
then  the  said  Fletcher,  or  his  order,  Shall  Deliver  to  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
or  their  order,  the  said  third  part  of  the  Hay,  as  they  shall  order  the  same 
not  exceeding  the  same  distance  from  the  town. 

Deacon  Nelson,  Benj.  Wheelock,  Abraham  Staples  and  Capt. 
Thomas  Thayer  were  chosen  a  committee  "to  reckon  with  the 
Committee  to  build  the  School  House,  and  to  view  the  School 
House  and  to  Escept  (accept)  or  nonn  except  the  same  to  Ee- 
port  at  the  next  meeting, " 

August  y'  24.  17i9.  As  we  hear-  no  more  about  the  school 
house,  it  is  supposed  the  committee  found  it  properly  eonstnict- 
ed..  The  settlement  they  made  with  the  Treasurer  is  as  follows, 
viz:— 

Then  "Wee  the  Subscribers  met  and  Beckoned  with  the  Town  Ti'casurer 
(Daniel  Taft  Esq.)  and  found  due  to  him,  in  Old  tenor, 

.  Thesumof £41  10  01) 

And  wee  found  to  Several  others,  in  Old  tenor SO  00  00 

£101  10  00 
And  we  find  due  to  the  Town  (from)  Particular 

Persons,  viz:  upon  y«  School  Bonds,  about. £8  00  00 

and  in  Constable  Taffs  hands 10  00  00 

33 
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In  Esq.  Tttft'a  liauds  Intress  money 8  00  01) 

In   debt   (to)  tlie  Town  for  Land  on  (side)  of  the 
lloads 13  00  00         38  00  00 

Tho  Town  remains  in  debt,  Old  tenor £63  10  00 

Damibl  Tapt,  Town  Treasurer, 

John  Rockwood,     1 
Abeaham  Staples,  i  Selectmen  of 
Georob  Aldsich,    j     Mendon. 
Bbnj,  Wheblock.  J 
The  above  Reekninjj;  was  Excepted  (accepted?)  by  tlie  Town  at  tlieir 
meeting    " 

Attest,         Edm"  Mokse,  Town  Clerk, 


1750.  March  y"  5tli.  Choso  Oapt.  Niitlian  Tyler,  "Daniel 
Sumner,  George  Brace,  Icliabod  Eobinson  and  William  Rnwaou, 
Selectmen;  Edmimd,  Moree,  Town  Clerk;  Daniel  TaJt,  Esq., 
Town  Treaeurer,  and  Ebenezer  Cliapin  and  David  Pond,  Con- 
stables. 

May  3.  It  was  voted  to  hare  a  gi-ammai-  eclioolmaster,  bnt 
voted  they  would  not  have  Mr.  Foster  "  by  the  whole  town  save 
one," 

May  35.  At  a  town  meeting  held  this  day,  "  Votedand  chose 
Mr.  Dorr's  eon  Joseph  and  Ciipt.  Eleazer  Taf  t's  son  Moses  to  Keep 
School  by  Spells  as  they  can  agree  with  them  at  a  reasonable 
rate,  for  this  present  year." 

Chose  Nathaniel  Nelson  Representative  to  the  G-eneral  Ownrt, 

At  this  meeting  it  was  voted — 

"  To  Sett  the  Town  Pound  on  tlie  Land  of  Ebeneaer  Cliapiu,  in  the  Cor- 
ner by  y'  Road  leading  to  Jolin  Post's,  He  the  said  Chapin  giving  tlie  land 
to  Sett  said  Pound  on,  and,  on  said  Pound  being  sett  up  on  said  Lauds  aa 
aforesaid,  by  tlie  Town,  tlie  said  Obapin  or  Iiis  heirs  or  order,  is  Obliged  to 
Maintaine  tlie  said  Pound,  a  good  and  Lawful  Pound,  for  the  Town's  use. 
During  y'  Term  of  Fifteen  years,  from  the  date  hereof,  at  his  own  cost  and 
charge.  Said  Ebenezer  Chapin  being  present,  freely  Consented  to  y'  fore- 
going vote  and  Promised  to  Preform  y'  same." 

Voted  "  to  build  a  School  House  near  the  East  Precinct  Meet^ 
ing  House  for  y"  use  of  the  Town,  and  that  the  intei-est  money 
ai'ising  from  the  sale  of  the  School  lauds  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween the  two  precincts." 
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Dr.  Scammell  was  paid  £i. 14.06  "for  LooMng  after  "Fliiiiiee 
Wilson  and  Mai'thay  Bridges." 

Rsiised  £40,  lawful  money,  to  defray  town  charges, 

MK.    BAWSON'S   farm. 

Ill  1685,  Secretary  Eawaoii  bouglit  of  the  Natiek  Indians  a 
tract  of  land,  afterward  annexed  to  Mendon  by  the  General 
Conrt,  containing  alio ut  2,000  acres.  The  consideration  in  the 
deed  was  £14,  lawful  money. 

The  following  document  continues  the  history  of  tliis  piir- 
chiise,  although  we  are  still  left  in  the  dark  how  the  controversy 
was  finally  adjusted. 

Province  of  the  Maasacliusetts  Bay  in  New  Eiigliinii. 

To  the  Honourable  Spencer  Phipps  Esq.  Lieut.  Governor  and  Comman- 
der in  Oliief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  Province  of  the  Massacliusetts  Bay, 
in  New  England,  the  Honourable  his  Majesty's  Oouucil  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, in  General  Court  Aissenibled  at  Boslon  tliia  twenty  second  day 
of  January  A.  D.  1750. 

Tlio  Petitioners  of  The  Proprietors  of  Eawson'a  Farm  in  Bellingham, 
Humbly  Sheweth. 

That  about  Sixty  years  ago  Mr.  Rawson,  a  Secretary  of  this 
Province  having  a  Grant  of  the  General  Court  of  1840  acres  according  to  a 
Plan  drawn  on  Parchment,  by  Capt.  Tliomas  Thurston  of  Medfleld;  ad 
Hawaon  and  son  sold  sd  Farm  to  William  Haward,  Thomas  Sanford  & 
oUiere,  who  agreed  each  to  Build  a  house  and  live  tlierein,  whicli  Hiey  did 
after  some  time,  &  sd  Purchasers  foi-med  themselves  into  a  Proprlaty,  Chose 
a  Glerk  &  a  Committee  to  Devide  said  Farm  not  into  Ek[iial  parts  but  ac- 
cording to  the  different  sums  Each  Paid  purchase  money,  from  one  acre 
Icis  to  100  acre  lots;  and  from  year  toyeai',  as  the  Committee  made  returns 
of  their  Devisions,  the  Clerk  recorded  them  in  a  Boob  Provided  for  tliat 

That  about  30  years  since  James  Smith,  as  lie  sales,  was  chosen  Clerk  & 
the  Original.  Deed  from  sd  Rawson  &  Plan  Both  drawn  on  Parchment  & 
sealed  and  fasned  together  and  sd  Book  of  Records  Came  into  said  Smith's 
Imnds  with  the  papers  belonging  to  the  sd.  Propriaty,  the  Number  of  which 
is  Uncertwne,  the  first  Purchasers  being  all  Ded  but  one  &  he  is  removed 
at  a  Distance  from  us,  and  sd  Books  &  Papers  &c.  being  very  mucli  Secreted 
by  sd.  Smith. 

That  about  15  years  ago  there  were  several  Bounds  of  sd.  Devision  lost 
&  there  was  like  to  have  been  a  law  suite  by  reason  of  one  selling  tfl  Bounds 
Contrary  to  sd.  Records;  sd  Smith  was  applyed  to  for  copyes,  but  he  said 
he  was  chosen  Clerk  of  sd.  Proprietors,  But  his  choice  was  not  recorded 
neither  was  he  sworn  and  that  he  conid  not  attest  copys. 
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That  30one  after  the  Proprietors  met  &  ehoae  Joseph  Holbrook  tlicir 
Clerk  who  went  to  James  Smith  &  Desired  sd.  Book  &c.  of  him,  Imt  saiil 
Smith  Put  him  oft  from  time  to  time  by  saying  he  wanted,  to  make  iiim 
copyea  from  said  Boob  of  his  own  Interest ;  at  other  times  that  he  had  the 
gout  and  Bumatism  in  his  hand  &  as  soone  as  he  was  well  he  would  copy 
what,  lie  wanted  and  Deliver  the  Book  &c,  the  above  sd  difference  being 
made  up  &  the  Proprietors  hoping  he  would.  Deliver  the  Book  &c.  and, 
heing  loth  to  see  them  out  of  his  hfinds,  let  them  remain  there. 

That  last  Winter  sd  SmifJi  sold  a  number  of  pine  trees  to  several  Mendon 
poeple  out  of  a  lot  of  land  cimmed  by  another  man.  About  that  time  ti'es- 
passes  were  committed  in  another  place  on  sd  Farm,  the  lots  not  to  be 
known  but  by  sd  Book,  which  said  Smttli  secreted:  which  Drove  the  Pro- 
prietors to  their  action  against  said  Smith.     But  in  April  he  non  suited 

TJiat  in  July  his  attorney  made  Several  pleas  in  abatement  which  were 
OveiTuled  in  the  Inferiour  Court  at  Boston  &  a  Plea  in  Bar  (that  the  cause 
of  action  did  not  arise  within  three  years  of  commencing  his  action)  which 
was  an  action  Detinu,  tlie  judges  of  the  Inferiour  Court,  as  we  understand, 
were  of  opinion  that  the  law  of  limilaition  referred  to  was  not  Intended  to 
Extend  to  Real  actions  and  they  gave  judgment  that  sd  Smith  Deliver  the 
Book,  Plan  and  Papers  sued  for  in  fourteen  Days  after  entering  up  tlie 
same  judgment  &  Pay  Coats,  or  in  Default  thereof  the  Proprietors  afore  sd 
sliall  recover  judgment  against  the  said  James  Bmith  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  lawful  money  &  Costs  of  sule;  from  which  judgment  sd  Smith 
appealed  to  the  Superior  Court  in  August.  When  sd  action  was  tried  there 
were  4  Judges  Present  who  were  unanimouslv  of  opinion  that  as  the  act  of 
Detinue  made  no  distinction  between  Real  and  Personal  actions,  that  this 
action  was  Included  and  gave  judgment  that  the  action  afore  sd  be  baiTed 
and  that  sd  Smitli  Recover  his  costs  agamst  «d  Proprietors 

Which  has  put  sd  Proprietors  into  the  utmost  concern  for  that  there  is 
now  on  sd  Farm  16  or  17  families  that  sd  Smith  witholds  from  them  tlie 
Original  Title  to  their  lands  and  all  their  bounds  being  n>  wheie  recorded 
but  in  said  Book  of  Records. 

That  sd  Bmith  is  by  his  indolence  and  Tiiein  spending  reduced  from  a 
fair  Estate  and  that  his  Estate  is  accounted  In«olienl 

That  he  has  neither  family  nor  any  cattell— lives  a 
Book  &c  wilh  him  in  Boston  jail  about  8  months,  as 
lately  &  we  fear  is  Bulled  if  not  spoilt  alredy. 

1'hat  he  has  tlireatencd  to  burn  said  Book  &c. 

That  we  are  without  Relief  at  Common  Law. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  Bepaire  to  tiiis  Honourable  Court,  Praying 
Relief  as  in  such  cases  is  Equitable  &  just,  and  that  yon  would  oi-der  llie 
said  James  Smith  to  Deliver  sd  Book,  Original  Deed,  Plan  &  Papers  1« 
.Tosepli  Wight  Jr.  of  sd  Bellingliam  for  the  use  of  sd  Pi'oprielora  and 

Tliat  sd  Pi"oprietors  may  he  released  from  paying  to  sd  Smitli  Ihe  above 
sd  Costs  of  sute,  and 
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That  your  Honours  would  order  Raid  Proprieters  to  recover  against  said 
Smith  tlieiv  costs  aa  if  judgment  had  been  for  tliem  at  tlie  aliove  sd  Supe- 
rior Court;  or,  that  you  would  grant  the  Proprietors  a  Review  of  tlie  case 
at  the  Superior  Court  for  Suffolk  Ooimty  in  Feb.  next,  and  aaid  action  to 
stand  Bs  though  hi'ought  in  due  time  &  that  execution  he  stayed  in  the 
mean;  time,  or  other  waies  Relieve  iis  as  in  your  Superiour  Wisiiom  shall 
judge  Best. 
And  Your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  sliall  Ever  Pi'ay, 
Tlie  Buhscriliera  interest  is  as  follows. 

Samuel  Wiswall,  395  acres. 
Elezer  Hay  ward,  390  " 
Peter  Thomson,  ISO  " 
Elnathan  Wight,  100  " 
Thomas  Baxter,  60  " 
Ebenezer  Hay  ward,  150  " 
JohnMetcalf,  180     " 

Petitioners  intei-est,  130B  " 

In  Council  Jan.  33.  1760,  Read  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  serve 
.Tames  Smith,  the  advei'se  party  with  a  Copy  of  this  Petition  that  he  may 
shew  cause,  if  any  lie  hath,  on  Friday  the  S5th  inst.  why  the  Prayer  thereof 
should  not  be  granted. 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence 

Samuel  Holbbook,  Depy.  Sec. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  Jan.   33.   1750    Read  and  Won  Con- 
curred and  Ordered  that  this  Petition  he  dismissed. 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence. 

T.  HiinjiARD,  Secy. 
In'Council  Jan.  33.  1750 

Read  and  Oohcurred 

Sami.,   Hoi.BnooK,  Depy  Sec. 
Consented  to. 


1751.  "Jan.  10.  Being  a  Town  Meeting  {legally  called)  Principall5' 
to  Consider  of  the  Demur  wiiich  lias  Lately  a  risen  Conserning  a  Line  or 
Bounds  which  ought  to  be  Settled  Betwixt  the  Township  of  Mendon  and 
the  Township  of  Uxbridge;  and  after  Debate  on  the  Premises,  the  Town, 
by  several  votes  Chose  a  Committee  of  Nine  Men,  viz: — Capt.  Nalhan 
Tyler,  Capt  Robert  Taft,  William  Torrey,  Edmund  Morse,  John  Chapm, 
George  Bruce,  Ichahod  Robinson,  Samnel  Tliayer  and  Corp.  David  Taft, 
and  they  were  impowcred  to  joyn  witli  the  Town  of  Usbridge,  or  tlieir 
Committee  to  Preambulate  a  Line  Between  the  Town  of  Mendon  and  the 
Town  of  Uxbridge  if  there  be  any  Such  Line  to  be  found  agreeable  to  the 
Grant  Made  to  y  town  of  Uxbridge  and  the  Court's  Sanction  thereon.  But 
if  there  Be  no  such  Line  to  be  found.  Then  the  Said  Committee  be  Impow- 
ered  to  joyn  with  Said  Uxbridge  or  Committee  to  Run,  Make  and  Es- 
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.  tablish  A  Line  between  the  said  Towns  agreeable  to  swd  Grant  to  8dd 
TJxbridge.  But  if  the  said  Town  of  Tlxlirldge  will  not  Comply  to  Settle  a 
Line  according  to  said  Grant  &c.  then  the  Said  CommttMe  or  such  Man  or 
Men  out  of  Said  Committee  as  they  shall  Order  or  Depute  May  Do  and  Act 
any  thing  or  things  ■Advisable  in  the  Law,  or  l)y  applying  to  any  Legal 
Authority  for  flieir  Assistance  In  Or  Der  Co  Make  a  final  Settlement  of  said 
Line  Betwixt  the  said  Towns  &c. 

Attest,  Wii.ijAM  ToBKBY,  Moderator, 

Edmund  Morsb,  Town  Clerk. 

March  37  (waiTant  says  38.)  At  a  town  meeting  held  this 
day,  Capt.  Thomas  Thayer,  William  Torrey,  David  Taft,  John 
Cliapin  and  Jonathan  Whitney  were  chosen  Selectmen;Edmund 
Ranford,  Town  Clerk;  Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  Town  Treasurer,  and 
James  Sumner  and  Samuel  G-reen,  Constables. 

May  20.  Voted  "y'Mr.  Doit's  son  should  be  the  Town 
School  Master  as  soon  as  he  can  be  had,  and  when  he  cannot  be 
iiad,  then  Mr.  Taft'a  sou  to  be  y°  Town's  School  Master."  Mr. 
Dorr's  son  was  Joseph,  who  graduated  at  Han'ard  College  in 
1752,  took  an  active  part  in  the  war  of  the  Eevoliition,  was 
afterwards  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  County  of  Worcester,  nnd 
died  at  BrookSeld.  Mr,  Taft's  (Eleazer)  son  wae  Moses,  wlio 
gi'iidnated  at  Hai-vard  College  in  1751,  man-ied  Mary  Dorr  (sister 
to  Joseph)  Aug.  15,  1'('53,  studied  divinity,  settled  at  Kandolph. 
Massachusetts,  and  had  four  sons,  who  all  graduated  at  Hai-vard 
C'ollege. 

Elder  (Nathaniel)  Nelson  was  chosen  Representative  to  the 
General  Court. 

Aug.  25.     The  following  appropriations  were  made,  viz: 

To  Daniel  Taft  Esq.  services  as  Treasurer,  for  1749  &  IT.IO £  1  00  00 

"  James  Sumner,  Oonstahle,  for  carrying  out  of  Town  Robert 

MiMifarling  &  Alex'  Claton  and  tlicir  families 3  00  00 

For  Town  Oliarges 15  00  00 

These  appropriations  were  in  lawful  (sterling)  money,  not  old 
tenor. 

Voted  to  forego  Thomas  Seabeu's  rate  bills,  being  £1.07.04, 
for  double  money.     By  double  money  is  meant  that  the  property 
bad  been  taxed  to  another  person,  sis  it  is  found  more  clearly  . 
expressed  in  other  places. 

Benjamin  Wlieelock,  George  Aldrich  and  David  Taft  were 
chosen  "to  reckon  with  the  Committees  formerly  chosen  to  Sell 
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the  Land  Lying  iu  the  Reputed  Ten  Rod  Rou.ds  or  otlier  Roads 
more  than  four  Rods  wide,"  and  make  a  report  at  a  fntnre 
meeting. 

KEPORT   OF   A    CO  MM  ITT  B  B. 

Wee  the  Bubsciibers  Choseu  bv  the  Towa  of  Meadou  to  lieckon  with  tlic 
Committee  Chosen  by  the  Town  to  Build  a  8I100I  House  Mett  and  Viewed 
eaid  School  liouae  and  wee  Excepted  (accepted)  The  Said  House  lo  be 
finished  according  to  tlie  Agieement  Qie  naiA  Committee  made  witli  Ed 
mund  Morse, 

As  for  the  Account  of  the  said  Committee  appointed  to  Build  Said 
Ho.use,  it  is  as  followeth  viz  — 

Mendon  Oct.  7. 1751  Wee  j'bubscnheiswlioaenamesaie  annexed  to  oui 
Account,  aa  it  here  stancis,  have  Eec*  full  satisfaction  for  our  Labour  &c. 

Maj.   Daniel  LovetE £  8  16  00       Phinehaa  Lovett. 

Capt.  NaUian  Tyler 4  14  00       Nathan  Tyler. 

Joua.  Wadswoith 3  05  00       Jon'  Wadswortli. 

Jacob  AlAricU 5  00  00        Jacob  Aldrich. 

Benjamin  Merriam 4  15  00        Benjamin  Meiriani,. 

Joseph  Allen 4  00  00       Joseph  Allen. 

Benjamin  Tliayer 1  16  00       Benjamin  Tiiaycr. 

John  Legg 14  13  00       John  Legg. 

Mosea  Aldrich 15  00       Moses  Aldrich. 

Josepli  Corbitt 1  00  00       Joseph  Corbitt^ 

Ebenezer  Menlam. 13  00        Ebeaezei'  Merriam. 

Phin'  Lovett 13  00       Phinehas  Lovett. 

GeorgeAldrich 1  00  00       George  Aldrich. 

Edmund  Morse 134  13  00       Edmd.  Morse. 

Samuel  Thayei' 38  00  00        Samuel  Tliaycr. 

£313  11  00 
Capt.  Thomas  Thaybh,    "1 
Ens.  John  Lbg&, 

El.  Nathaniel  Nblsom,  V  Committee. 
Benjamin  Whbelook, 
Abraham  Staples.  J 

If  the  accodtits  of  our  public  servantB  were  always  subjeoLud  Lo 
as  searching  a  sorafciny  as  was  the  committee  for  building  this 
insignificant  school  honse,  we  shoald  lieai'  little  of  ring  tliieves 
and  lees  of  peculation  fi'ora  the  pnblic  treasuiy. 

THE   MENUON    ASSOCIATION. 

Mr.  Dorr,  was,  with  three -others,  the  founder  of  the  Mendon 
Association  of  Congregational  Ministers,  as  will  ajipeai'  by  tlie 
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following  extracb  from  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  its  first 
meeting: 

"A  number  of  the  Pastors  of  chhs.  viz.,  of  y=lst  chh  of  Christ  in  Men- 
don,  of  y  clih  of  Christ  in  Uxbridge,  of  y"  2d  Church  of  Chi-ist  in  Mendon, 
of  y*  ch,  of  Christ  in  Upton,  being  convent  at  y'  house  of  y"  Ber'  M' Frost 
in  s*  Mendon  (now  Milford)  Nov  y  8th.  1751 

Being  thotful  that  it  might  tend  to  the  Ad  vaneement  of  y  Glory  of  Christ 
and  of  his  Kingdom  and  Interest  in  this  Vicinity  for  them  to  Associate 
have  tliot  it  duty,  and  Accordingly 

Isl.      Vot-ed  themselves  associated,  and 

3nd.    Voted  y'  Eev.  Mr.  Dorr  the  Moderator  of  the  Association. 

3thd.   Mr.  Webb  y'  scribe  for  the  pres' Meeting." 

At  this  meeting  David  Thurston,  a  gi'aduate  at  Princeton  in 
the  Class  of  1751,  was  licensed  to  preach,  as  will  be  seen  hy  the 
following  certificate: 

"TUis  may  Certify  iitaX  we,  the  Subscribers,  Associated  Pastors  of  dihs. 
of  Christ,  Have,  upon  the  apphcation  of  Mr.  David  Thurston,  admitted 
him  to  examination  in  order  to  his  Regular  Introduction  to  the  preaching 
of  the  Gosp';  and  upon  a  proper  Esamination  Respecting  his  Moral  Cliar- 
acter,  his  Leai'ning,  his  Orthodoxy  in  the  Doctrines  of  the  Gosple  and 
Christian  Experience  in  Religion  are  Well  Satisfled  as  to  his  qualifications 
for  or  Entrance  upon  y*  Gosple  Ministry,  and  can  very  freely  recommend 
him  to  y'  churclies  and  Poeple  of  God  as  a  suitable  person  to  preach  the 
Gosple,  wheresoever  he  shall,  by  y'  Providence  of  God,  be  call'^. 

Joseph  Dohk 
Nathan  Webb 
Amariau  Frost 
Elisha  Fish. 
Mendon  Nov.  8.  1751." 

Thus  Mr.  Thurston  was  the  Jir^l  Licentiate  of  tire  Mendon 
Association.  He  was  the  son  of  David  and  Deborah  (Pond) 
Thrrreton,  of  Wrenfcliam,  where  he  was  born.  May  9,  172fi.  He 
was  ordained  over  the  church  in  West  Medway,  June  23,  1753. 
After  he  had  been  settled  seventeen  yeai'S,  owing  to  ill  health 
and  the  troubles  growing  ont  of  the  revival  of  1740,  he  asked  a 
dismission,  and  was  never  resettled. 

The  Mendon  Aesociation  still  keeps  up  its  organisation,  and 
has  occasional  meetings. 


1752.     March  y'  ad.  Anno  Domini  175'.    Chose  for  Sclootmen, 
"William  TJiaycr,  Samuel  Wlieelock,  James  Simmer,  Benjamin 
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Craggiii  and  Ebenezer  Chapin;  Town  Olerk,  Edmund  Morse; 
Town  Treasnrer,  Lieut.  William  Sheffield;  Constables,  Samuel 
Penniman  and  Samnel  Green.  Deacon  Jacob  Aldrieh  was 
■  chosen  Glerk  of  the  Market.  At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  that 
swine  should  not  run  at  large,  but  March  16,  they  were  allowed 
the  liberal/  of  the  toion. 

'■  Wendon  April  ye  7.  1753.  Taken  up  the  fifth  Day  of  April  Instnnt  A 
Leather  Purs  of  Money  amounting  to  Three  pounds  Fifteen  Shillings  and 
seven  pence,  Lawful  Money,  fouml  in  Mendon  Streets,  by  Hannah  Lovett, 
Daughter  of  Phinehas  Lovett,  of  Mendon.  Jonathan  Foster  owned  the 
above  mentioned  money  and  had  the  same  delivered,  lo  him." 

May  15.  Chose  William  Torrey,  Bne.  John  Legg,  Phinehas 
Lovett,  Samuel  Thayer  and  Oor'  (Comet)  David  Taft,  a  com- 
mittee to  settle  and  establish  a  line  between  the  town  of  Mendon 
and  Uxbridge,  in  conference  with  a  committee  of  TJxbridge,  ac- 
cording to  the  grant  made-to  Uxbridge  by  the  General  Court; 
and  the  committee  to  be  continued  until  the  last  Monday  in 
October  next. 

May  18.  Capt.  Nathan  Tyler  wiis  chosen  Representative  to 
the  General  Court. 

The  Ministry  money,  as  usual,  was  divided  equally  between 
the  First  and  Second  Precincts.  Daniel  Taft,  Esq.,  was  allowed 
£3  for  his  services  as  Town  Treasnrer,  and  £30,  lawful  money, 
was  raised,  and  appropnated  to  defray  town  charges. 


1753.  March  5.  Selectmen,  Thomas  Thayer,  Ichabod  Robin- 
son, Samuel  Hayward,  Samuel  Thayer,  Jr.,  and  Samuel  Thayer; 
Town  Clerk,  Edmund  Morse;  Town  Treasurer,  William  Shef- 
field; Constables,  Josiah  Chapin  and  William  Hayward. 

Mai'ch  26.  Voted  to  choose  four  more  Selectmen,  and  chose 
Elder  Nathaniel  Nelson,  William  Kawson,  Esq, ,  Benjamin  Whee- 
lock  and  John  French. 

Trask's  (fonnerly  Samuel  Thompson's)  mill  was  situated  on 
an  island  in  the  Great  (now  Blacketone)  River,  at  what  is  now 
Millville,  and,  it  seems,  there  were  at  this  time  no  bridges  con- 
necting the  grist  mill  with  either  bank  of  the  river,  or,  if  there 
were  any,  they  h 
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At  this  meeting  the  town  voted  they  wonld  neither  build  a 
bridge  over  the  Great  Biver  or  erect  more  school  houses.  As 
there  wae  no  school  hoiise  west  of  the  Blackstone  River,  it  seems 
probable  that  the  peopJe  living  there  had  asked  for  building  the 
bridge  over  the  river,  and,  in  default  of  that,  for  a  scliool  house, 
as  otherwise  there  would  be  no  other  way  to  go  to  mill  or  to 
school  except  by  a  feny  across  the  river. 

Voted  to  raise  £150,  old  tenor,  to  mend  the  highways,  and 
that  a  man  should  have  two  shillings,  and  a  man  and  team  five 
shillings  a  day  for  labor  on  the  roads. 

Town  meetings  were  to  be  wai-ned  by  notices  posted  at  the 
Town's  Meeting  House,  at  the  East  Precinct  Meeting  House, 
and  at  Cai'gill's  Mill,  now  East  Blackstone. 

Capt.  Robert  Taft  was  chosen  Grand  juror  man. 

May  14.  The  town  again  voted  against  allowing  the  Bast  Pre- 
cinct to  be  set  ofE  as  a  distinct  town,  and,  on  the  same  day,  chose 
Capt.  Nathan  Tyler,  Representative  to  the  General  Court. 

Angust  30.  Raised,  to  defray  town  charges,  £29.13.04,  law- 
ful money. 

As  usual,  the  income  of  the  Ministi-y  lands  was  equally  divided 
between  the  two  precincts. 

William  Sheflfield,  Town  Treasurer,  was  instructed  to  collect 
the  amount  due  for  lands  sold  out  of  the  highways,  and  convert 
the  same  to  the  town's  use. 

"Mbndon  Oct.  r.  1T53, 
Woe,  the  Sutiscribera,  being  a  Committee  Chosen  by  t!ie  Town  of  Men- 
don  to  Reckon  with  tlie  Committee,  formerly  chosun  by  the  Town  to  sell 
the  Land  or,  at  least,  to  Despose  of  the  Land,  in  Reputed  Ten  rod  Roads 
and  other  Boads  in  town  more  than  four  rods  wide,  Mett  and  Reckoned 
with  said  Committee,  which  is  aa  foUoweth,  viz: — 
Wee  find  in  Daniel  Taft  Esq. 'a  hand,  one  of  the  said  Commit- 
tee, due  the  Town,  old  tenor £  6  00  00 

In  William  Torrey's  hand,  one  of  the  Commiltee,  old  tenor 14  03  03 

Received  of  William  Torrey  sundry  Notes  viz: — 

One  Note  due  from  George  BiTice  old  Wnor  14  00  00 

'■      do.       "       "      Samuel  Torrey "         lO  16  10 

"      do.      "       ■'      Rev.  Mr.  Dorr "  5  18  00 

"      do.      "      "      Joseph  Allen "         5  00  00 

lu  Edmund  Morse's  hands  a  balance  ol! 7  11  10 

Note  of  Joseph  Corbett,  old  tenor 3  00  00 

do.    "  Weddow  SaraJi  Daniels  old  tenor !}  lo  00 
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Oflsli  of  PMnehas  Lovett  due  the  town 1  00  00 

Due  from  Capt.  Nathan  Tyler , 05  00 

In  David  Tiift's  liands  we  find 6  00  00 

Total,  old  tenor.     £16  09  11 

Benjamin  WnBKLoCK  1 
David  Tapt  y  Committee. 

Gbobge  Aldrich        ) 
Voted  the  above  Beckoning  be  Excepted  (accepted)  as  it  now  stands." 

The  above  account  stands,  footed  in  the  record,  at  £84.09.11, 
It  is  probable  that  an  item  of  £8  was  left  out  in  copying. 

ITie  committee  chosen  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  Ux- 
bridge  in  regard  to  _the  boundary  line  between  the  towna,  find- 
ing they  could  come  to  no  satisfactory  settlement,  petitioned  the 
G-enerai  Coiii-t  for  an  adjustment  of  the  eontroTersy,  as  foUows: 

Mass.  Archives,  Towns,  Vol.  116,  pp.  509,  510  and  511, 

"To  his  Excellency,  "William  Shirley  Esq.  Captain  General  and  Governor 
in  Chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in 
New  England  and  the  Hon'''*  his  Majesty's  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives Convened  and  Sitting  in  General  Court  or  Assembly  for  said 
Province  December  y«  4.  1753^ 

The  Petition  of  Samuel  Thayer,  William  Torrey,  John  Legg,  David  Taft 
and  Phinehas  Lovett,  a  Committee  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Men- 
don  in  said  Mendon, 
Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  whereas  the  Grant  to  tlie  western  Inhabitance  of  Mendon  on 
tlieir  request  to  said  Town  in  order  to  make  a  Township,  which  is  now 
Uxbridge,  was  as  followeth  viz: — To  Begin  their  Bounds  at  the  Southwest 
Comer  of  Mendon  at  the  Province  South  Line;  Thence  to  Run  four  Milles 
East  on  sd  Line;  Then  to  turn  a  Nortli  Line  parallel  with  the  West  Line  of 
sd  Town  until  that  Line  raeett  with  a  small  Breok  Called  Mischo  Brook, 
and  so  on  said  Brook  and  other  Bounds  Mentioned  in  said  Grant  to  the 
North  Line  of  said  Town,  T^e  which  Grant  the  Honiii"  Court  was  pleased 
to  confirm  to  the  Town  of  Uxbridge;  whereupoB  the  Town  of  Mendon 
Chose  a  Committee  to  joyn  Uxbridge  Committee  in  order  to  make  and  set- 
tle a  Line  Between  The  Said  Towns  According  to  said  Grant,  But  said 
Committee  Did  not  }mag  any  return  of  what  they  Did  Relating  to  sd  Line 
to  the  Town  of  Mendon,  for  their  Exceptanoe  (acceptance)  nor  yet  ever 
Signed  any  Return  as  we  can  find.  But  the  Surveyor  who  was  employed 
to  assist  sd  Committees  in  Settling  said  Line  was  then  Town  Clerk  of  Men- 
don, who  was  pleased  to  niake  an  entry  of  what  the  Committee  Did  (as  he 
saith  in  his  Entiy)  was  according  to  said  Oi-ant.  How  Ever  the  sd  Towns 
Made  no  f  ourther  Search  in  that  Day  but  since  then  Made  Several  Attempts 
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to  preamteulate  according  to  said  Entry  or  reputed  Bounds  But  found  Diffl- 
cuUy  y°  said  Bounds  being  uncertain. 

And  in  the  yearl750UxbridgeSeleRtnienI)enie(itlie  Old  Heputed  Bounds 
on  tlie  Spot. 

And  afterwards  one  of  their  Principle  Gentlemen,  then  oue  of  the  Select- 
men of  tlxbridge,  Come  into  our  Public  Towne  Meeting  and  openly  Do- 
claired  for  him  Self  and  the  othei's  of  them  Selectmen  that  they  would  Not 
Preambulate  as  heretofore  and  that  there  was  no  reguler  Bounds  according 
to  the  Grant  &c. 

Thereupon  wee  were  Oblidged  to  make  further  Tryal  And  that  feeling  in 
Deed  there  was  not  aayjust  Line  Betwixt  said  Towns  Neither  by  Length  of 
Lines  nor  by  Point  of  Compass  Wee  friendly  offered  the  Town  of  Uvbriiige 
to  Joyn  and  Measure  and  Settle  a  Line  or  Bounds  Betwixt  said  Tjwns 
According  to  said  Grant  which  they  Utterly  Refused  although  the\  first 
Denied  y*  Line  &c. 

Wherefore  in  order  to  prevent  any  further  Difference  oi  Peipleiing  Liw- 
sutes  that  might  arise  here  after  it  is  the  Humble  Request  of  jour  Petition- 
ers That  Tour  Excellency  and  Honora  would  Be  pleased  to  take  into  your 
wise  Consideration  And  Send  a  Committee  in  Order  to  make  and  Establish 
a  Line  or  Bounds  Betwixt  the  Town  of  Mendon  and  the  Town  of  Usbridge 
according  to  the  Grant  above  said. 

As  your  petitioners  in  Duty  Bound  shall  ever  pray. 

Samuel  Thaye 

William  Torhey, 

JoHK  Lbg6,  j- Committee. 

David  Tapt, 

PniNEnAH  LOVETT,     J 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Dec.  14,  1753. 

Read  and  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  Serve  the  Town  of  Uxbridge  with 
a  Copy  of  this  Petition  that  they  Shew  Cause  (if  any  tlioy  have)  on  the 
Second  Tliursday  of  the  Kext  Bitting  of  the  Court  why  the  pray^  thereof 
should  not  lie  granted. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

T.  Hubbaud,  Spk' 
In  Council  Dec.  15.  1753     Read  and  Concurred. 

Thomas  ('[.Aiiitbl,  Deputy  Secy. 


1754-  March  y"  3d.  1754.  Chose  for  Selectmen,  George  Al- 
drich,  Habijali  French,  Benjamiii  MeiTiam,  Jasper  Daniels  and 
Silas  Wheelock;  Town  Clerk,  Edmond  Morse;  Town  Treasurer, 
George  Aldrich,  and  for  Constables,  Nathaniel  Rawson  and 
Daniel  Holbrook. 

The  General  Ooitrt  being  in  session  the  petition  of  the  Seleet- 
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men  of  Mendon  was  again  brought  up,  and  the  following  action 
was  had  thereon  :— 

In  Council  March  29.  1754. 

Whereas  by  the  Order  upon  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Men- 
don the  Town  of  Uxbridge  were  directed  to  make  answer  to  said  Petition 
on  the  Second  Thnrsday  of  the  present  Session  of  this  Court,  and  whereas 
the  Public  Fast  has  been  appointed  to  be  kept  on  that  Day;  Therefore  Or- 
dered that  the  said  Town  of  Uxbridge  give  in  tlieir  answer  thereto  on 
Wednesday  the  tenth  day  of  April  next  to  which  time  the  consideration  of 
the  aforesaid  petition  ia  referred. 

Sent  down  for  Coucun'encc, 

Thomas  Ci.AKKK,  Dep'?  Seiiy. 
In  the  House  of  Hepreaentatives  March  39.  1754 
Read  and  Concurred 

T.    IIuBBAItD,   Spit'' 

In  Council  April  10.'  !754. 

Read,  and  it  appearing  that  the  Towns  of  Mendon  and  Uxbridge  have 
agreed  in  Relation  to  the  boundary  Line  betwixt  them,  Ordered  that  this 
Petition  be  dismissed. 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence, 

Thomas  Cr.AitKB,  Dep'i  Secy. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  April  10.  1754 
Read  and  Concurred, 

T.  Hubbard,  Spk' 
Consented  to  W.  Shirley. 

BOUNDARY   LINE   BETWEEN   MENDON    AND    UXBRIDGE   SETTLED, 

Memorandum  of  an  Agreement  made  at  Mendon  this  Second  Day  of 
April  1754,  Between  Samuel  Thayer,  William  Toney,  John  Legg,  David 
Taft  and  Phinehas  Lovett,  as  a  Committee  for  y  Town  of  Mendon  on  y^ 
one pait  and  John  Harwood,  Josiah  Taft  and  Nicholas  Baylies,  as  a  Com- 
mittee of  y*  Town  of  Uxbridge  on  y"  other  part  as  follows,  viz :— Whereas 
there  is  Risen  a  Dispute  or  DiBerence  between  said-  Towns  do  mutually 
agree  in  order  to  accommodate  and  make  a  final  end  of  sd  aforesaid  Dis- 
pute do  agree  on  y*  following  conditions,  viz :  That  we  the  aforesaid  Com- 
mittees in  behalf  of  the  aforesaid  Towns  do  agree  to  acknowledge  and 
Confirm  y'  heap  of  stones  near  a  place  called  Benson's  Sellai-  to  be  y'  South 
Bast  Corner  of  y=  Town  of  Uxbridge,  and  from  thence  to  run  Northly  a 
Direct  Line  to  a  Maple  Tree  Marked  for  Uxbridge  Comer  on  Miseo  Hill 
Brook,  called  Uxbridge  Jogg,  and  also  to  run  and  measure  and  make  and 
Erect  Bounds  from  said  South  East  Comer  of  Uxbridge  to  y'  above  sd 
Maple  Tree  and  further  we  mutually  a  Gree  to  go  and  perambulate  and  make 
y  above  Bounds  on  Wednesday  y«  3d  Day  of  this  Instant  April  and  to 
meet  on  sd  Day  at  y'  hour  of  Eight  o'clock  in  y*  morning  at  sd  South  East 
Corner  of  Uxbridge,  near  Benson's  Sellar  &  do  y'  above  work  &  to  finish 
directly  &  then  to  make  return  of  said  Perambulation  and  bounds  above 
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3d,  in  a  joint  Pbfitian  to  j'  General  Court  &  to  Desire  and  Request  of  5°  sd 
Honouralile  Court  to  Confirm  and  Enwt  and  Establish  j'aliove  sd  Corners 
and  Bounds  wo  shall  tlien  ciect  to  be  Comers  and  Bounds  between 
said  Towns  of  Mendon  and  Ui(lindge  and  furtlier  rio  agiee  to 
withdraw  all  Petitions  &c  to  y'  Genenl  Court  aud  all  other  Differ- 
ences and  Disputes  that  have  already  Bisen  hetween  sd  Towns  and 
also  it  is  a  Greed  that  y*  Compass  shall  he  taiTied  hy  Joliu  Harwood  Esq. 
&  Wm.  Torrcy  or  either  of  them — it  is  further  agreed  that  j°  above  ad  work 
shall  be  accomplislied  by  Monday  y'  Eighth  Day  of  this  April  Instant  and 
to  be  mutually  agreed,  to  &  Signed  by  us  y°  above  sd  Committee  in  a  Peti- 
tion to  the  General  Court  for  their  Confirmation. 

In  Confirmation  of  y'  above  sd  Agi'eement,  we  y'  said  Committees  in 
behalf  of  y'  above  sd  Towns  do  Mutually  sign  this  Agreement  y'  day  and 
year  above  sd. 

Samuel  Thayeb,     1 

William  Torbet,     I  Committee  in  y'  behalf 
Test.  David  Tapt,  jofy' Town  of  Mendon. 

ChAS.  BkIOHAM,  PeiNEHAS    LOVBTT.  j 

WM.  RAWSON  JE.  tZJ^Tl^"''       I  Committee  in  y'  behalf 

N    B^YMBr  ■  \  ''^y  '^''""  °^  tJxbridge. 

To  His  Excellency  William  Shirley  Esq.  Capt.  General  &  Governor  in 
Chief  in  and  over  his  Majastie's  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New 
England  and  to  y=  Honourable  CouncD  and  the  Honered  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Court  assembled  y'  10th  day  of  this  Instant  April 
1754 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  we  y=  Petitioners  being  a  Committee  for  y'  Towns 
of  Mendon  and  TJxbridge,  in  order  to  settle  y*  Dispute  between  said  Towns 
Relating  to  the  Dividing  Line  have  been  agreeable  to  j'  foregoing  Agree- 
ment &  have  acknowledged  and  confirmed  the  heap  of  Stones  near  a  place 
called  Benson's  Cellar  to  be  y*  South  East  Corner  of  y'  Town  of  XJxbridge, 
and  so  Northerly  a  direct  Line  to  a  heap  of  Stones  about  a'Rod  East  of 
John  Darlings  Dam,  so  called,  thence  Northerly  to  a  heap  of  Stones  on  y* 
North  side  of  y°  Road  between  John  Fish  jr.  and  Ebenezer  While's,  thence 
Northerly  to  a  heap  of  Stones  in  y  Road  about  18  Rods  West  of  y*  house 
formerly  George  Patterson,  thence  Northerly  to  aheap  of  Stones  ona  Rock 
y'  noilh  side  y=  Hoad,  called  y'  upper  West  Hill  Road,  a  little  East  of  ye 
Land  formerly  Ebenezer  Read's,  thence  NortherlytoaMaple  Tree,  formerly 
Markt,  on  Misco  Hill  Brook,  being  a  Corner  called  TJxbridge  jogg.  All 
which  Comers  and  Bounds  above  Mentioned  we  pray,  with  humble  sub- 
mission, of  this  Honourable  Court  may  be  the  Corners  and  Bounds  between 
said  Towns  of  Mendon  and  TJxbridge. 

W""  in  Duty  Bound  wee  Ever  Pray 
William  Toebey,  )  Committee  for       John  Harwood,  1  Committee  for 
David  Taet,  [■   the  Town  of  Josiah  Tapt,        \   the  Town  of 

Phibehas  Lovett,  J       Mendon.  N    BAYLiea.         )     Uxbridge. 
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In  Council  AprU  10.  17S4.  Read  and  Ordered  ttat  the  Prayer  of  tlie 
foregoing  Petition  be  granted  and  tliat  the  Boundary  Line  lietween  the 
Towns  of  Mendon  and  tJxbridge,  as  descrihed  in  the  afore  written.  Aoege- 
MEMT,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  established  to  all  Inteuts  and  Purposes 
whatever 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence 

Thomas  Clarke,  Dtp''  Secy. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  April  10.  1754. 

Bead  and  Concurred,  T.  Hubbabd,  8pk'. 

Consented  to  W.   SmitLEY. 

May  30.     Vobed  to  raise  £100,  lawful   money,  fco  moiid  tJie 


Capt,  Nathan  Tyler  was  chosen  E^preeentative  to  the  General 
Court. 

It  will  be  remenibei-ed  that  the  towu  had  reduced  the  roads  to 
four  rods  wide,  and  had,  in  many  instances,  sold  to  the  abutters 
the  quantity  of  land  beyond  the  stipulated  width.  But  others, 
it  seems,  had  fenced  in  portions  of  the  road  without  consent  or  ■ 
purchase  of  the  town,  and  the  committees  chosen  by  the  town  to 
negotiate  with  the  trespassers  had  accomplished  little  or  nothing  ■ 
in  that  direction;  hence  the  town  directed  the  Selectmen  "to 
proaecnte  in  a  regular  way  or  manner  as  may  bo  advisable  to  get 
the  said  Eoads  so  fenced  up,  opened  to  their  former  width  and 
So  to  Ly  open  for  the  Town's  use," 

Voted  to  raise  =C70  to  defray  town  charges. 


1755.  Mai'ch  3.  Chose  Edmond  Morse,  Thomas  Taft,  Nehe- 
miah  Nelson,  Capt.  Robert  Taft  and  Josiah  Chapin,  Selectmen; 
Edmund  Morse,  Town  Clerk;  George  Aldrieh,  Town  Treasurer, 
and  Nathaniel  Rawson  and  David  Holbrook  for  Constables. 

The  Minietiy  money  divided,  as  usual,  between  First  and 
Second  Precincts. 

Voted  "  that  Dea,  Edward  Rawson  have  Liberty  to  Shut  up 
the  Road  between  y=  Rev.  Mr.  Don-'s  land  and  his  land  to  Muddy 
Brook  the  Pi'esent  Yeai-  for  one  dollar,"  This  is  the  first  time 
the  word  dollar  occurs  in  the  Town  Records. 

'May  19.  Capt.  Phinehas  Lovett  chosen  Representative  to  the 
General  Court. 
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Aug.  23.  Eaised  £50,  lawful  miinev,  to  tlcfray  town  charges 
this  year. 

So  far  as  the  Town  Eeiiords  are  to  be  relied  on,  no  evidence  is 
found  tliat  Mendon  furnished  any  soldiers  for  the  French  war; 
and  this  seems  the  more  strange,  as  it  is  found  that,  quite  proh- 
ahle,  Mendon  furnished  her  full  quota. 

MESDON   IN   THE    FRENCH   WAB,    1755. 

The  war  against  the  French,  for  this  year,  was  known  and 
recorded,  in  the  Muster  RoHa,  as  the  Expedition  to  Crown  Point, 
But  one  hattle  was  fought,  and  that  near  the  sonth  end  of  Lake 
George.  The  campaign  closed  Sept.  8,  when  the  French  were 
sorely  defeated,  and  Baron  Dieskau,  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner. 

In  this  expedition  the  names  of  the  following  men,  purporting 
to  belong  to  Mendon,  may  be  found  upon  the  Muster  Rolls  in 
the  State  Archives: 

Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  95,  p.  303. 
In  Capt.  Natlil.  Thwing's  Com,  Col.  Qridley's  Reg.  (Boston.) 

■      NAMES.  TIMB  OF  8EBVICE.      W.  A.  PAY. 

Nathan  Tyler  Jr.,  iBt  Lieut Feb.  18toDec.28  88  6  £39  14  07 

JosephClark,Sergt.{diediuservice).Nov.  SOtoNov,  26  34  3  16  OH  07 

Peter  Aldrich,  do.    (do.  "    do.).  ,.Apr.  31  to  Nov.  30  30  4  14  18  00 

EUphalet  Wood,  Corp "     33  to  Dec.  3  33  3  18  10  05 

"Williftm  HutchinB,  do. "      32  to     "  8  33  3  13  10  05 

John  Watkins,   Private,  Drummer, 

Servant  to  Jos.  Johnson "      19  to     "  3  33  5  18  14  00 

Joseph  Aaron,   Private  Servant   to 

David  Daniels Mar.   17  to     "  8  37  3  U  19  06 

William    Barroa,   Private,   (died   in 

service.) Ap.     13  to     ■■  7  35  4  10  04  07 

Benjamin  Blake,  Private,  (Servant  to 

Daniel  Taft,  Jr.) Mar.    1  to    "  8  39  5  15  17  09 

Thomas  Bryan,    Private Mar.    1  to    "  8  39  5  15  17  09 

Joseph  Clai-k,  Jr.,      "     "    80  to    "  3  35  4  14  07  07 

DavidDavidson,         "      "      5  to     "  3  30  1  15  18  03 

Asa  Daniels.                 "      Ap.    33  to     "  8  83  3  18  18  04 

JohnHolden,              "      Mar.     1  to     "  3  39  5  15  17  09 

Stephen  Johnson,       "      "        1  to     "  3  39  5  15  17  09 

NealMcNeal,              "      Apr,  33  to     "  8  33  3  12  18  04 

JohnPaasmore            "      Mar.  35  to     "  3  36  3  14  10  04 

William  Eawson,       "      "       Ito    ■'  3  39  5  15  17  09 
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John  Spawford,    private, Sept.  7  to  Jan.    4  17  1  6  17  03 

Stephen  .TohnsoL,       ■'      Ap.    33  to  Dea     3  33  2  13  18  04 

John  Vickerj,  Private  (died  in  the 

service) Mar.  S3  to  Sept.  II  34  5  0  17  09 

Aaron  "White,  Private,  (died  in  the 

service) Apr.  16  to  Oct.     5  34  5  9  17  09 

£335  13  07 
Muster  Kolle,  Vol.  95,  p.  305. 
In  Capt  Wm.  Bacon's  Co.  (Dedham)  Col  Gridley'M  Reg. 
Bleazer  Thayer  (son  of  Uriah  Thayer) 

(died) ; Ap,    33  to  Oct.    29  £10  18  03 

Master  EoUs,  Vol.  94,  p.  31. 
In  Capt.  John  Jones'  Co  (Bellingham) 

Ahner  Aldrich,  Sergt Apr.    5  to  Dec.    17  36  5  £15  13  10 

Joseph  Clark.       do "       5  to  Oct.      6  26  3  1105  03 

Uriah  Thayer,  Corp '..  "      5  to  Nov.    3  SO  3  11  06  11 

John  Thwing,  Drummer "       5  to     "      13  31  5  11  16  07 

Bbenezer  Thayer,  Centinal "      5  to  Oct.      6  36  3  8  16  00 

John  Gage,                    do "       5  to     ■■         6  36  3  8  16  00 

Dajiiel  Wiite,               do ■'       B  to     "       35  39  1  9  14  00 

AsaDaniels                   do "       5  to     •'       30  38  3  9  09  00 

Eleaaer  Thayer            do "      5  to  Nov.  13  31  5  10  11  06 

Marmaduke    WilliamB,     servant    to 

Saml,  Hayward "      5to    "       5  30  5  10  04  10 

Joseph  Oody,  servant  to  Saml.  War- 

"^Q  ■■       Sto     "      13  315  10  11  06 

John  Gage  Jr.  servant  to  Eben' Taft  "       5  to     "      13  31  5  10  1!  06 

Josiah  Tenney    do.      Moses  Tenney  "       5  to  Oct.    34  29  0  0  13  04 

Asel  Thayer       do.     Jona.  Thayer.  "      5  to  Nov.  13  31  5  10  11  06 

John  Marsh,  private,                            ■'      5  to    "       5  5  30  10  04  10 

Ehenezer  Wheelock,  private,                "      5  to    "      11  31  4  10  10  07 

John  Hill,  private,                               "      5  to  Sept.    8  33  8 

do.  do.    Sergt.                               Sept.  9  to  Dec.  17  14  3  13  11  04 

£193  17  05 
Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  95,  p.  66. 
In  Capt.  John  Fry's  Co.  (Sutton)  Col.  Willard's  Reg. 

Nathan  Tyler,  Ensign Aug.  8  to  Nov.     5  13  6  £  6  !7  03 

Elijah  Tyler,  Sergt July  16  to  Dec,    34  31  5  9  05  00 

Thomas  Howard,  Corp "    16  to     "      34  21  5  8  01  11 

Joseph  "Woodbury,    pr.  (taken  sick)  "    10  to    "      14 

Simeon  Evans,             " "     33  to  Nov.  37  18  3  6  01  11 

Fortune Burne,             "  Aug.lStoDec.  13  16  5  5  11  05 

Jones  Farkes,               " July  16  to  Nov.  27  19  3  6  08  07 
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Daniel  Dayidson,        pr July  16  to  Dec.  14  31  5  7  04  09 

Jei-emiah  Thayor         "  "    16  to     "     14  215  7  04  09 

Thomas  Byon              "   "    36  to     "     14  30  3  6  15  03 

ms  10  09 
Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  94,  p.  50. 
In  Oapt.  Andrew  Dalrymple's  Oo.  .(Petersham.) 

William  Rawaom;  private May  5  to  May    16  15  £00  13  09 

Clerk '■    letoDec.    19  311  14  18  06 

Joseph  Rawaon,  private Mar.  30  to     "      19  37  6  15  02  11 

Oliver  Thayer,  Corp "    28  to     "      19  38  1  15  19  09 

Jonathan  Cook,  private "    30  to    "      19  37  6  15  02  11 


Joseph  Darling, 
Jonas  Dyer, 


T  Thayer, 

John  Thayer, 
Abner  Hazeltine 
Moses  Benson, 
John  Williama, 


.Apr.  33  to  Oct.  7  S5  4  10  14  07 

Mar.  33  to  Dec.  19  39  0 

promoted... Dec.  17  to  Mar.  33  13  6  15  13  00 

Mar.   9  to  Dec  10  40  6 

promoted..  ..Dec.  17  to  Mar.  9  13  0  16  06  11 

promoted,...Mar.  37toDec.  19  38  3      

Dec.  17  to  Mar.  37  14  4  15  06  04 

'. . . .  .Apr.   3  to  Sep.  31  33  3  9  06  03 

Aug.   9, 

Aug,  19  to  13  16  5  5  11  06 


Muster  Eolls,  Vol.  95,  pp.  131  and  133. 
In  Capt.  Philip  Hiohardson's  Com. 

Abraham  Thayer,  Jr Apr.  22  to  Dec.  3,         33  1     £13  17  03 

Jonathan  Wheelock May    4  to  June  9,  5  3         3  03  04 

£14  19  06 
Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  95,  p.  143. 
In  Oapt.  David  White's  Oo.  of  Douglass. 

Joshua  Thayer,  pr.  Died  in  service.  .Mar.  30  to  Sep.  36,  35  6  13  06  lOJ 

JohnGage.  "  "    38  to  Nov.  3,  314  13  13  07 

Elijah  White,       "  Died  in  service. .     "    30  to  Oct.  17.  38  6  II  10  lOj 

Abner  Thayer,      "   "     30  to  Nov.'  3,  313  13  10  03i 

John  Gage  Jr.,  apprentice  to  Eliazer 

Taft,  died  in  service "    38  to     "    38,  85  1  14  01  CIS 


This  year  auother  expedition  was  undortaken  against  the 
Freneh  in  Nova  Scotia.  The  Massachusetts  troops  were  under 
the  command  of  Gen.  John  Winslow,  of  Mansfield,  great  gi-and- 
son  of  Gov.  Winslow,     His  commission  was  dated  Feb.  10, 1755. 
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By  the  middle  of  June  the  Fi'ench  foi-ts  were  reduced,  and  the 
English  were  masters  of  the  country.  The  inhabitants  had. 
been  settled  in  the  conntry  of  Acadie,  as  it  had  been  called,  for 
more  than  two  hundred  years.  They  were,  originally,  emi- 
grants from  France  and  were  Roman  Catholics.  They  were  an 
agricultural  people.  They  were  represented  by  contemporaiy 
historians  as  a  peaceable  inoffensive  I'ace,  and  had  taken  no  part 
in  the  present  war,  and  were  recognized  by  the  English  as 

FKENCn   NEUTRALS. 

Eve]i  by  the  laws  of  war  we  do  not  see  how  the  subsequent 
treatment  of  the  Acadiane  could  be  justified.  They  had  not 
resisted  the  conquest  of  their  country — had  not  borne  arms 
against  their  invaders,  but  remained  in  their  homes,  peaceable 
and  qniet,  Kevertheleea,  when  the  power  of  the  French  had 
been  ovei-come,  they  were  treated  as  captives,  and  their  forcible 
expatriation  was  determined  upon— they  were  not  allowed  the 
privilege  of  voluntary  emigration.  During  the  succeeding 
winter,  to  the  number  of  seven  thousand,  they  were  distributed 
to  the  various  sea  ports  on  the  Atlantic  coast  from  New  Hamp- 
shire to  Georgia. 

At  the  opening  of  winter  about  one  thousand  were  landed  at 
Boston,  without  the  means  of  support,  many  of  them  being 
aged  and  broken  down  in  health  and  spirits  by  the  unjustifiable 
treatment  to  which  they  had  been  subjected. 

The  Colonial  Legislature  soon  took  the  case  in  hand,  as  we 
shall  see  by  the  following: — 

Mass.  Ao-ehives,  Court,  Vol.  31,  p.  51. 

Dec.  39.  1755  Monday.  In  the  House  o(  Representatives.  Wliereas  a 
considerable  number  of  the  inliahitants  of  ITova  Scotia  (Acadia)  arrived 
the  36th,  instant,  being  removed  liy  the  Governor  and  Council  of  that 
Province,  for  the  security  thereof,  and  no  provision  being  made  for  their 
support  liero,  they  ai'e  in  great  dangei'  of  suffering  during  this  rigorous 
season,  without  the  interposition  of  this  Court. 

Ordered  that  Mr.  James  Russel],  Mr.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Hall  with  such  as 
the  Hon*"  Board  sliali  join,  be  a  Committee  to  provide  for  the  Support  of 
such  inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia,  until  advice  may  be  liad  from  Gov.  Law- 
rence (of  Nova  Scotia)  and  his  orders  concerning  them,  or  imtil  there  may 
be  au  opportunity  of  applying  to  his  Excellency,  General  Shirley,  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  Forces  in  North  America,  for  his  direc- 
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tions  concerning  Uiem.  And  the  Committee  are  to  dispose  of  them,  in  the 
meantime,  in  sucli  Towns,  in  tliis  Province,  aa  they  shall  judge  least  iucou- 
venient  to  the  public;  and  the  Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the 
several  Towns  to  which  they  may  be  sent  as  aforesiud,  are  hereby  author- 
ized and  required  to  receive  them  and  employ  or  support  them  in  such 
manner  hs  shall  incur  the  least  charge:  and  the  said  Inhabitants  of  Nova 
Scotia  being  so  received  and  entertained  in  any  t-own  shall  not  be  construed 
or  understood  to  be  an  admission  of  them  as  inhabitants;  the  Court  relying 
upon  it  that  some  provision  will  be  made  for  them  \Yitliout  any  expense  to 
this  Government. 

In  Council  R  &  0.  and  Samuel  Watts  and  William  Brattle,  Esqs  are 
joined  in  tiie  affair. 

How  many  of  the  Frencli  Neutrals  were  assigned  to  Mendon, 
and  how  long  aiiy  of  them  remained  in  town,  tlie  town  records 
fnrnish  no  evidence.  As  late  as  1764  five  of  tliem  were  still 
living  in  Mendon. 

In  1761  there  may  be  found  in  the 

Mass.  Archives,  Court,  Vol.  33,  p.  735, 

A  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Mendon,  Setting  forth  that  the  Commit- 
tee appointed  to  Distribute  the  French  Neutrals  (so. called)  in  the  County 
of  Worcester  liave  (for  want  of  due  information  aa  they  apprehend}  assigned 
to  the  Town  of  Mendon  such  only  as  are  soon  like  to  be  a  public  cliarge, 
and  praying  that  said  Committee  may  be  impowered  to  reconsider  the 
matter  and  make  such  alteration  in  the  distribution  as  they  shall  judge 
proper. 

In  tlieH.  of  R.  Read  and  Ord.  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted  that-the  Committee  mentioned  in  the  petition  be  impowered,  at  the 
charge  of  the  petitioners,  to  new  apportion  the  French  Inhabitants  in  the 
County  of  Worcester  if  they  judge  reasonable. 
In  CouncO  R  &  Con. 

Consented  to  by  the  Governor. 

So  far  as  is  known  nothing  came  of  this  petition,  and,  as  the 
petifcionera  were  to  pay  the  charges  of  a  new.  distribution  by  the 
committee,  and  as  some  of  the  French  neutrals  were  found  liero 
some  years  afterwards,  it  is  quite  probable  nothing  further  was 
done. 

Of  the  seven  thousand  that  were  taken  away  from  Nova 
Scotia,  many  of  them  found  their  way  to  St.  Domingo,  while 
the  balance  of  them  settled  in  the  Southern  States. 


1756,     Mai-ch  y"  1st.     Chose  for  Selectmen,  John   Froncii, 
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William  Sheffield,  Ichabod  Amidown,  lehabod  Robinson  and 
Daniel  Darling;  Town  Clerk,  Edmond  Morse;  Town  Treasurer, 
George  Aldi-ich;  Constables,  Noah  Cook  and  Nathaniel  Jones. 

The  minieti-y  money  was  divided  equally  between  the  two 
Precincts. 

May  3.  Capt.  Phinehaa  Lovett  chosen  Eepresentative  to  the 
General  Court. 

Voted  to  raise  £300,  lawful  money,  to  repair  highways. 

As  yet  it  appears  there  were  but  two  school  houses  in  town, 
viz:  one  in  each  Precinct.  At  this  meeting,  upon  motion  made, 
it  was  voted  to  build  no  more  school  houses. 

Aug,  30.     Raised  £8,  lawful  money,  for  town  charges. 


Bcnjamia  Cook, 
Samuel  Thayer, 
Benjamin  Thayer, 
Joseph  Allen, 
Moses  Aldrich, 
Luke  Aldrich, 
Aaron  Aldrich, 
George  Aldrich, 
Jacob  Bartlett, 

Josiah  Ball  is 


QUAKERS   IJf   MENDON. 
John  Smith, 

Jonathan  Cass, 
Samuel  OaskiU, 
Ebenezer  Gaskill, 
Benjamin  Gaskill, 
Anthony  Chase, 
Samuel  Cook, 
James  Cargill, 


Daniel  Southwick, 
Daniel  Southwick,  Jr., 
Lawrence  Southwick, 
Jonathan  Southwick, 
Benjamin  Southwick, 
Edward  Southwick, 
George  Smith, 
T  Cook. 


pr.  I 


Moses  Aldhicii. 


i  as  belonging  to  the  Anabaptist  Church 
in  Leicester,  and  Joseph  Dai'ling  as  "usually  attending"  the 
Anabaptist  meeting  in  BeUingham. 

Perambulation  of  town  boundaries  were  made  this  year,  be- 
tween TJxbridge,  Upton,  Ilopkiiiton,  BeUingham  and  Mcndon. 


1757.  March  y'  7th.  Chose  Daniel  Taft,  Jr.,  Joseph  Jones, 
Samuel  Green,  Aai-on  Thayer  and  Nathaniel  Rawson  for  Select- 
men; Edmund  Morse  for  Town  Clerk,  and  Town  Treasurer; 
David  Daniels  and  Isaac  Tenney  were  chosen  Constables,  but  it 
is  found  that  Jasper-  Daniels  served  the  Selectmen's  warrants  as 
Constable.  Robert  Taft  and  Gershom  Ohapiu  were  chosen  Deer 
Reives. 

Voted  to  leave  the  "  affair  of  a  Schoolmaster,"  for  this  yeai'  in 
the  hands  of  the  Selectmen. 
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Voted  to  lodge  indentures  of  children  bound  out  by  the  town 
in  the  Town  Clerk's  hands  for  the  future. 

Voted  that  the  Seleetmen  of  Mendon,  for  the  time  being  or 
time  to  come,  shall  not  have  liberty  "  to  Draw  Orders  on  the 
Town  Treasurer  of  Mendon  to  pay  Them  aelvea  as  Selectmen," 

John  French  was  chosen  Grand  Juryman, 

The  road  from  the  Ten-rod  highway  to  Muddy  Brook,  be- 
tween the  lands  of  the  Bev,  Mr,  Dorr  and  Deacon  Edward  Raw- 
son,  about  which  there  seems  to  have  been  a  long-standing  con- 
troversy, was  again  brought  before  the  town  meeting,  by  a 
motion  to  open  the  same,  but  which  motion  was  not  cari'ied. 
Upon  this  a  motion  was  made  and  carried  that  Deacon  Rawson 
have  the  use  of  the  road  the  present  year  for  eight  shillings. 

Upon  this,  James  Lovett  entered  his  protest  against  the  vote, 
"and  Declai-ed  he  would  apply  to  the  Court  for  Relief  if  the 
Town  did  not  open  the  Said  Road  Down  .to  Muddy  Brook  for 
■his  Cattle  to  come  at  the  water  in  y'  Summer," 

Voted  to  raise  ^300,  lawful  money,  to  mend  the  highways  this 
yeai-. 

Voted  that  a  man  shall  have  two  shillings  a  day  for  work  on 
the  highways  and  a  man  and  team  four  shillings  per  day,  pro- 
vided they  begin  their  work  by  eight  o'clock  A.  M. ;  and  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  Surveyor  that  any  one  had  worked  out  his  rate, 
should  authorize  the  Constable  forthwith  to  cross  out  said  rate. 

A  vote  was  passed  to  sell  the  remainder  of  the  Ministry  land, 
but  the  vote  was  afterward  reconsidered  on  the  33d  of  August. 

Voted  to  sell  the  pew  in  the  Easterly  Precinct  Meeting  house, 
which  the  town  bought  of  Oliver  Hayward,  to  Samuel  Wheelock 
for  the  sum  of  £5.06,08,  lawful  money,  in  order  to  support  said 
Oliver  Hayward  and  his  family,  as  the  Seleetmen  shall  order  the 
same, 

Aug.  33.  Voted  to  dismiss  the  committee  heretofore  ap- 
pointed to  sell  the  Ministry  land. 

Last  Monday  in  September  Noah  Cook  was  choson  "to  serve 
on  the  Grand  Jury  the  Nest  Superior  Court." 

Raised  i30,  lawful  money,  to  defray  town  charges. 

The  war  with  France  still  continued,  and,  but  for  the  Muster 
Rolls  in  the  State  Archives,  we  should  not  know  that  Mendon 
furnished  any  soldiers  for  this  year's  campaign.     They  saw  no 
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active  service,  however,  except  a  forced  march  for  the  relief  of 
Fort  William  Henry,  as  far  as  Westfield,  whence,  learning  that 
Col.  Munro  had  been  obliged  to  surrender  the  fort  to  the  French, 
they  were  ordered  home  by  Gov.  Pownal,  who  was  then  at 
Springfield.  * 

Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  95,  p.  545. 

A  Mnster  EoU  of  the  company  under  the  command  of  Phine- 
has  Lovett,  belonging  to  the  Regiment  whereof  Abraham  Wil- 
liams is  Colonel,  that  marched  on  the  alai'm  for  the  relief  of 
Fort  William  Henry  in  August  1757.  An-ived  at  Westfield, 
they  heai-d  of  the  svirrender  of  tlie  fort  to  the  Fi'ench  and  In- 
dians, and  so  returned  home. 


PMnehas  Lovett,  Capt.  Maicli''  Aug.  16. 
William  Thayer,  Lieut.  " 

Samuel  Wheelock,  Easign  " 

Samuel  Hay  ward  Sergt.  ' ' 

Joseph.  Daniels        "  "       . 

Edward  Hawaon 

Samuel  White '. . . . 

GeAhom  Nelson 

Silas  Aldrich 

Eiias  Staples 

John  Holden  (N.  Tyler  Esq.  Master) do. 

Joseph  Marsh 

Ebenezer  Marsli 

Turner  Ellis 

George  Bnice 

Stephen  Johnson 

John  Craggin 

Gershom  Ohapin. 

John  Perry do. 

Moses  Gage 

Daniel  Wedge 

Benjamin  Atwood 

William  Le^ 

Peter  Brown 

Calvin  Smitli , 

Joseph  Benson 

Abraham  Thayer 

Joseph  Darling 

Moses  Thayer do. 

Jonas  Sartell , 


3  U  53.0d  3 

3  14  3  09  2 

3  14  8  00  3 

8  14  2  10  3 

3  14'  3  10  3 

3  14  3  10  3 

8  14  3  08  3 

3  14  3  09 


£3  13  00 
3  14  06 
3  04  00 
3  01  08 
3  01  08  " 
3  01  08 
1  10  04 
1  18  08 
1  17  04 
1  17  04 
1  19  04 
1  17  04 
1  19  04 
1  17  04 
1  17  04 
1  17  04 
1  17  04 
1  17  04 
1  19  04 
I  17  04 
1  17  04 
1  19  04 
1  17  04 
1  19  04 
1  19  04 
1  17  04 
1  19  Oi 
1  17  04 
1  19  04 
1  17  04 
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Besides  these  tliirty  names  against  whict  is  entered,  in  tie  Muster  Itoll. 
tlie  amount  paid  to  each,  the  names  of  twenty-nine  olliers  are  borne  on  the 
Roll,  as  follows,  viz: — Robert  Kelly,  Zebulon  Goss,  William  Frencli,  John 
Watkius,  John  Crooks,  Elisha  Hale,  Paul  Rawaon,  Asa  Fletcher,  Joseph 
Jackson,  Mosea  Tenney,  Nathaniel  Bawson,  Josiah  Wheelock,  Gideon 
Albee,  Isaiah  Corhett,  Natllaniel  Cheney,  Ebenezer  Sumner,  John  Chapiu, 
Seth  Thayei',  Jesse  Sumner,  Jonathan  Whitney,  Jonathan  Sterns,  Samuel 
Warren,  Benjamin  Hayward,  Hezekiali  Hayward,  Abner  Thayer,  Jonas 
Dyre,  Bezaleel  Jones,  Daniel  Thompson  and  Edward  Hunt. 
Errors  Excepted 

Phibbhas  Lotbtt. 
Suffolk  ss,  Boston  Jau  3,  1759. 

Capt.  Phinehas  Lovett  made  oath  that  the  above  is  a  True  Roll  of  a 
company  under  his  command,  in  the  time  of  the  AlajTn. 

Before  me  Jacob  Wbudkll,  Just.  Peace. 

The  probable  reason  why  tlie  jurat  was  delayed  so  long  was 
that  the  war  expenses  were  to  be  discharged  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment; and  so,  after  the  expenditure  of  the  necessai-y  quantity 
of  red  tape,  the  voyage  from  Boston  to  London  and  back  per- 
r.  formed,  the  muster  rolls  properly  made  out  and  sworn  to,  the 
soldier  finally  got  his  pay. 


1758.  March  6.  Chose  for  Selectmen,  Daniel  Taft,  Jr., 
Jasper  Daniels,  Ebenezer  Chapin,  Ichabod  Thayer  and  Peter 
Wheelock;  Town  Clerk,  Edward  Eawson;  Town  Treasurer,  Ed- 
mond  Morse;  Constables,  Joseph  Bruce  and  John  Thayer;  Deer 
Reeves,  Benj.  Wheelock  Jr.,  and  Stephen  Torrey. 


,   mSTEICTS, 

XJp  to  this  time  the  town  had  not  been  divided  into  highway 
or  school  districts.  At  this  meeting  Edward  Rawson,  Daniel 
Taft,  Jr.  Samuel  Penniman,  James  Sumner  and  Nathaniel 
Eawson  were  chosen  a  committee  "to  divide  the  whole  Town 
Into  Districts  To  be  Stated  for  the  Better  Convenience  For 
Mending  The  Highways  and  Schooling." 

Benjamin  Merriam  was  chosen  Qrandjurynian. 

May  8,  Benjamin  Craggin,  Edwai'd  Eawson  and  Ebenezer 
Chapin  were  chosen  a  committee  "to  View  the  Burying  Place 
by  the  Brook  which  Capt.  Phinehas  Lovett  petitions  to  purchase 
of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  and  said  Committee  to  view  the  Sir- 
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ciimstauce  thereof  and  Sett  a  Value  thereon  and  Eeport  to  tlie 
Town." 

May  22,  Voted  to  raise  £150,  L,  M.,  to  mend  the  higliways 
this  year. 

Voted  "to  sell  Oapt.  Phiuehae  Lovett  fifteen  Rods  of  the 
Burying  Place  Lying  North  of  his  own  Land  to  the  Bank  of  the 
Brook  for  the  sum  of  £3.10.00  Old  Tenor,  the  Said  Lovett  To 
Agree  with  Lieut.  Ichabod  Ammidown  for  the  said  Land  During 
the  term  of  Ammidown's  Lease." 

Lieut.  John  French  was  chosen  Representative  to  the  General 
Coui-t. 

May  ifl.  Voted  not  to  divide  the  town  into  districts  this 
year. 

Aug.  a3.     Voted,  to  raise  £50,  L.  M.  to  defraytown  charges. 

Chose  Ichabod  Ammidown  Qrandjuryman  for  the  Superior 
Court. 

The  war  with  Fi-anee  still  dragged  its  slow  length  along. 
Three  expeditions  for  the  reduction  of  Canada  were  inaugurated 
this  year.  In  the  one  under  the  command  of  Gen,  Abercrombie 
the  muster  rolls  furnish  evidence  that  Mendon  furnished  some 
of  the  soldiers  for  that  unfortunate  campaign.  The  following 
names,  credited  to  Mendon,  may  he  found  in 

Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  97,  p.  348. 


in  the 


t.  II  days.  £7H  03  11 


In  Capt. -Andrew  Dalrymple's  Oo.  (Petersham)  Col,  Preble's  Reg. 
Espedltion  to  Canada,  1758. 

Lieut.  Abner  Aldrich Mar.  13  to  Nov.  30,  9 

Drummer,  Bbenezer  Trask.  .Apr.  19  to     "       6,  6 

Private,  Joseph  Clark "    14  to  "      7,  7 

CharlesScott "      5  to  "      6,  7 

Abner  Thayer Mai'.  39  to  ■'      8,  8 

EbenThayer "    39  to  "      8,8 

Moses  Thayer Apr.  14  to  "     10,  7 

George  Thayer "    31  to  "     10,  7 

Nathaniel  Fan-ow "      5  to  "     11},  7 

Nathanil  Fi'eeraBii "      5  to  "/     7,7 

Benjamin  Hayward Mar.  39  to  "      7,  8 

Dependence  Hayward "    39  to  "      7,  8 


11  11 
11  It 
11  04 


03  11 
11  11 
11  11 


Suffolk  ss.    Boston,  Feb.  1.  17S9,     Capt,  Dali-ymple 
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tlio  Committee  on  Accounts  to  make  true  answers  to  such  iiuestjons  as  tliey 
sliall  ask  him  on  this  Roll. 

Jacob  Wendell,  Jus.  Pac. 

Mnator  Rolls,  Vol.  96,  p.  495. 

In  Capt.  Simon  Slocomb's  (!o.  Col.  Jos.  Williams"  Reg.  Reduction  of 
Canada. 

Seth  Jones Apr.  11  to  Oct.    9,  6  mos.  14  days.  £11  14  00  Wages 

MosesTenney "    11  to  Ang.  4,  4    "      4    "  7  09  03 

Josiah  Tenney May    3  to  Nov,  31,  7     "      8     -  13  19  08 

£;-t3  oa  10 
Boston,  Feb.  30,  1759.     Sworn  to 

S.  Slocomb. 

The  above,  as  will  be  seen  by  tlie  mneter  rolls  of  1759,  does 
not  include  all  the  soldiers  fi-om  Mendoii,  that  were  out  in  IfSS. 
Although  a  seai'ch  was  made  for  the  rolls  containing  their  names, 
they  were  not  found. 

About  this  time,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  following  list,  that  the 
number  of  -non  combatants  living  in  Mendon  was  on  the  increase : 

THE    QUAKER  LIST. 

To  Edward  Bawaon,  Town  Clerk  of  the  Town  of  Mendon;  Tlie  follow- 
ing List  of  the  Namea  of  Those  called  Quakers  witiiitt  the  Militai'y  Ooni- 
panies  in  Mendon. 


George  Aldrich,  Joseph  Allen,  Luke  Aldrich,  J 
Tliajer,  Charles  Aldrich  aad  Daa  Aldrich, 


Benjamin  Cook,  John  Wilson,  Samuel  Cook,  Joseph  Southwick,  Job 
Handy,  Samuel  Baasett,  Daniel  Cook,  Jacob  Bartlett,  Ebenezer  Galium, 
George  Smith,  Jonathan  Southwick  jr.,  Daniel  Southwich  3d.,  Edward 
Southwick,  Ebenezer  Cook,  John  Smith,  Daniel  Southwick,  Larrance 
Southwick,  Daniel  Southwick  Jr.,  Jonathan  Caaa  jr.,  Ebenezer  Gaskill, 
Anthony  Chase,  Benjamin  Gaskill,  Jonathan  Southwick  and  Larrance 
South wich  jr. 


Aaron  Aldrich. 

We  The  Suhsciibers  do  Verily  Believe  that  Those  Persons  whose  Names 
are  above  wiltten  are  sincerely  of  the  Perswasion  of  the  Poeple  Called 
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Quakers,  and  tbat  tliey  usually  attend  our  meetiugof  Worsliipon  j« Lord's 

Day.  MosBs  Aijimch, 

Moses  Farnum, 

Joseph  Almn. 

Seth  Ai.drich. 

Mendon  March  y»  S7.  1758. 

Mbndon  July  26.  1758. 
The  acct.  of  Icliahod  Ammidown,  VitteDing  Soldiers  Returniug  Back  to 
the  Lake,  liy  liis  Honour  Thomas  Hutchinson's  order. 
In  Capt.  Gamaliel  Bradford's  Company. 


Wait  Bradfoi-d, 
Lemuel  Dellaoo, 
Joshwa  Pratt, 
Jacob  Wriglit, 
John  Meggs, 
Nflthl.  Cole, 
Edward  Cole, 
Ephr.  Waterman, 
John  8no, 


s  Burge.'i. 


Ben].  Bryant, 
Isaac  Weaton, 
Dominicus  Hovey, 
Amasa  Wliite, 
Charles  Poster, 
Lot  Cowel!, 
Ishmael  Tripp, 
Eben.  Dex^r, 
Nathl.  Baasett, 
Benias  Samson,  William  Cobb. 

In  Capt.  Josiah  Thatcher's  Company. 
Obed  Hatch, 
Eben  Parker. 

In  Capt.  James  Andrews'ea  Compauy. 
Jolm  Rouse,  Josiah  Drow, 

Eben  Barrowa,  Josiah  Perkins. 

here  is  the  account  of  sundry  of  the  s 
morning. 

Dominicus  Hovey,  Lot  Cowell,  Amaaa  White,  Josiah  Drew,  Eben. 
BaiTus,  Jos.  Eouse,  Ishmael  Ti'ipp,  Isaac  Weston,  Josh.  Pratt,  John  Sno 
and  Obid  Hatch. 

Suffolk  ss.  Boston  Dec.  7.  1758  The  above  Forty  Hiree  meals  sworn  to 
by  Mr.  Ichabod  Ammidown  to  be  true. 

Coram,        John  Piiii,LiPS,  Just,  Pacts. 


e  soldiers  whicli  cat  the  n 


1759.  March  5.  Chose  Capt.  Robert  Taft,  Josiali  Chapin, 
Johii  Albey,  Jonaa  Parthnrat  and  Peletiah  Darhng,  Selectmen; 
Edward  Eawson,  Town  Clerk;  Edmonii  Morse,  Town  Treasurer, 
and  James  Sumner  and  Edward  Eawson,  Constables. 

After  the  choice  of  Constables  the  meeting  was  adjonrned  to 
Mareb  19,  when  the  choice  of  Town  officers  wae  completed  by 
the  choice  of  Peter  Wheeloek  and  Eli  Partridge  Deer  Reeves. 

"  Voted  that  the  Destricts  in  the  Town  of  Mendon  be  Sett  of  for  School- 
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ing  and  Mending  Highways  as  tliey  are  drawn  by  the  CommitteE  Cliosen 
for  That  Purpose  m  the  year  1758." 

This  is  the  first  time  we  hear  of  school  or  highway  districts. 
The  committee  who  repoi-tcd  them  iindoiihtedly  fixed  meets  and 
bounds,  but  tlieir  report  not  being  recorded,  and  the  report 
itself  lost,  we  know  nothing  of  the  nnmber  or  size  of  each. 

Raised  ^00  for  highways  and  £60  to  defray  town  charges. 

May  21.  "  That  the  List  Drawn  for  jury  men  and  Read  in 
Town  Meeting  shall  be  pat  into  the  Jury  Box  for  juiymen." 
This  is  the  first  mention  of  a  Usi  of  jurors  or  of  a  jniy  box. 

Ebenezer  Chapin  was  chosen  Grandjurymim. 

John  French  was  chosen  Representative  to  the  General  Court. 

Although  most  accounts  at  tliis  date  were  stiU  kept  in  pounds, 
shilhngs  and  pence,  we  find  tliat  dollars  and  cents  began  to  be 
mentioned  occasionally.  For  instance,  Samuel  Thayer  was 
allowed  to  have  the  use  of  a  piece  of  road  this  year  for  fifty 
cents,  and  Nathan  Tyler  another  piece  for  half  a  doUar. 

Jacob  Aldrieh  was  appointed  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
by  the  Selectmen,  and  sworn  before  BTathan  Tyler,  Esq. 

The  campaign  this  yeai'  for  the  invasion  of  Canada  ended  iu 
the  conquest  of  Quebec  by  the  ai-my  under  the  command  of 
WoUe,  on  the  13th  of  September,  and  the  capture  of  Tieon- 
deroga  and  Crown  Point  by  the  forces  under  the  command  of 
Lord  Amherst.  The  soldiers  furnished  by  Massachusetts  were 
attached  to  the  army  of  the  latter  General.  The  names  of  Men- 
don  soldiers  ai-e  found  iu  the 

Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  97,  the  following  on  p.  95. 

Return  of  men  enhsted  or  impreaaed  for  hia  Majesty's  Service  within  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  Col.  Whiting's  Regiment,  under  tlie 
Command  of  Jeffrey  Amherst,  Gen.  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  his 
Majesty's  Forces  for  Uie  Invasion  of  Canada. 

Ezra  Tliompsou Apr.    2,  1759.  Out  in  1758  at  Crown  Point.  Age  33 

■MosesTenney "      3,1759.  Yes,  53 

John  MaraL "      3,1769,  do  41 

Eliplialet  Wood "      2,  1759.  do  43 

Peter  Brown "      3,1758.  "       do  37 

EzraMaraliall "      3,1750.  do  19 

Tliomas  Hayward "      3,  1759.  do  38 

SilasRawsoQ "      3,1759.  do  19 
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..Apr.  33.  1759. 
6,  175fl. 
6.  1759, 
6,  1759. 
6,  17S9. 
6,  1769. 


D1755    Ciw 


1  Point 


Joseph  Day. . .'. Apr.  33.  1759.  Not  nut  m  17.18. 

Joseph  WUeelock " 

Joshua  Daniels " 

Beth  Warren " 

Saml.  Hayward,  Sergt.    " 

Daniel  Davidson " 

Nathaniel  Eawaon " 

John  Gage Mar.  S9,  1759. 

Joseph  Clarlt ,.:..Apr.    3,  1759. 

Joseph  Dai'liug Mar.  24,  1759. 

Daniel  Darhng Apr.    6,  175S 

Ehenezer  Trask Mar.  38,  1759. 

Gideon  Arnold "    30,  1759. 

William  Darling Apr.    6,1759. 

Edward  Pickering "      6,  1759. 

Aaron  Wliite "      6.  1759. 

BeuBenson "      2,1759. 

Simeon  Thayer Mar.  31,  1759, 

New  Marlhoroiigli  April  10.  1759. 
A  true  Return, 

In  John  Jones  Esq's  Reg.  under  Lord  Amherst's  Ex.  to  Canada. 

John  GaOoway Mar.  31.  1759.    At  Lake  George  in  1758.      Age  2' 

Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  97,  p.  347. 

In  C  apt   John  Fume'!''  Com  (Boston)  to  Orown  Point  from  March  31 1( 


do   Sou  of  Jos.  Benson,    1 
do  Son  of  Uriali  Thayer,  1 

Abraham  Williams,  Colonel. 


Deo   201759      (Costut  whoIeCompany.ll3innumher 

was  £1841.08.08 

Tlie  foUowing  of  Mendon   viz 

Jolm  Holden  beigt 

Mir  26  to  Dec.    3 

36  weeks  1  day 

£19  09 

Ezekiel  Hunt     di 

36to     ■'      3 

30      " 

1     " 

19  09 

Beni  Stewart  Corp 

Api     3tj      ■'      8 

35      " 

1     " 

16  19 

John  Witkms     do 

Mai  36  to     "    10 

37     " 

1     '■ 

17  i8 

Jonathan  AIIpq  pr 

Api     3  to  Nov.  30 

34     " 

5     " 

15  12 

Thomas  Baker   pi 

3  to  Dec.    8 

35      '■ 

0    ■' 

15  15 

Peter  Brown  j.  r 

3     Deserted 

Moses  C  omstock  pr 

3  to  Dec.    4 

35      " 

3     ■■ 

15  17 

Joieph  Day  pr 

Mar  33to    "       H 

•    36      " 

4     " 

10  09 

Joshui  Daniels   pr 

Apr     6  t       ■'        4 

34      ■■ 

5     " 

15  12 

Asa  Fletcher  pi 

11  to     "        3 

S3      " 

6     '■ 

16  04 

John  Hooper  pr 

Mar  26to    "       3 

30      ■' 

I     '■ 

16  05 

Thomas  Hay  Wild   pr 

Air    2  to     "     13 

86      " 

3     " 

10  11 

Joseph  Jackscn  pr 

Mar  36  to    "       3 

30      ■' 

1     " 

16  08 

David  Lindaey  pi 

Apr     3  to  Nov.  29 

34      '■ 

4     " 

15  11 

James  Long  pr 

Mir  30  to  Dec.    8 

36      " 

2     '■ 

16  06 

Samuel  Morse  pr 

36to    '■       3 

30      ■' 

1     " 

16  05 

Tmioth>  Madding 

28(       "        3 

36     '■ 

6    " 

10  03 

lol  n  Mir«h 

Ml     3to     ■'        3 

35      " 

1     ■■ 

15  16 
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Ezra  Marsliall Apr,  3  to  Oct.  19, 

Samuel  Pond Mar.  36  to  Nov,  27, 

William  Parsons Apr.  3  to  Dec.    2, 

William  Kawaon Mar.  3  to      "        8, 

Silas  Bawson Apr.  2  to      "       3, 

Ellas  Rawson.s.  of  Nathl.   "  6  to  Oct.   38, 

Josbua  Tliomton Nov.  36  to  Dec.    3, 

George  Thayer "  36  to    '.'       3, 

GideonTftft Apr.  6  to    "       3. 

Israel  Taft Apr,  3  to     "        7, 

Ezra  Tliompaon Apr.  3  to  Nov.  39,   . 

Mosea  Tenney Apr.  3  to  Dec.    3, 

Thomas  Wood Apr.  6  to  Dec.    4, 

John  Wilson,  (Gun)., ,  .Apr.  2  to  Deo,     7, 

NathaaWood Apr,  3  to  Dec.    8, 

Samuel  Wright Apr.  6.    Deserted. 

Eliphalet  Wood Apr.  3  to  Dec.    4, 

John  Wheelock Apr.  6  to  July  14, 

Beth  Warren Apr.  6  to  Deo.    8, 

John  Wright Apr.  6.     Deaerted. 

Daniel  White Apr,  3toDec.'    3, 

Ephraira  Warfield Apr.  6  to  Dec.     7, 


£594  13  06 
Boston  March  6.  1761),  Errors  Excepted. 

Suffolk  as.  Boston  March  6, 1760,  Oapt.  John  Pujiieas  made  oath  that 
the  foregoing  is  a  True  Roll  of  a  Company  under  his  Oommand  in  the 
service  of  the  Province, 

Before  me,  J.i.co]i  Wekdell,  Just,  Fac. 

Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  97,  p.  376. 

In  Capt,  Timo.  Ilamant's  Co.  (Medfield)  Expedition  against  Canada  from 
May  4,  1759  to  Jan.  3.  1760. 
William  Thayer,  Lieut . . .  .May  17  to  Dee.  16.     7  mos.  18  days    £38  04  03 

Jesae  Darling,  pr May    8  to  Dec.  15.    7  mos.  38  days      14  05  05 

Abner  Darling,  pr May    8  to  Dec.  15.     7  mos.  36  daya       14  05  05 

Kalph  Hayward,  pr Apr.  27  to  Deo.    3,     7  moa.    6  days 

(aunja.  Benj.     14  04  03 

Edward  Trask Apr.  30  to  Dec.  10.    8  mos.  17  days      14  17  00 

El)eQezcr  Thayer May  17  to  Nov,  37.     6  moa.  97  days       13  10  OB 


'eeks  5  days. 

13  18  06 

■'  2  ■' 

15  17  07 

"  0  ■' 

1.^  15  00 

16  08  03 

15  16  04 

13  14  11 

16  15  04 

16  15  04 

15  11  03 

16  01  06 

15  11  03 

15  16  04 

'■  5  '■ 

15  13  06 

"  5  ■' 

16  01  06 

"  1  " 

15  16  04 

"  2  " 

15  17  07 

"  3  "■ 

6  08  07 

..  a  -. 

15  17  07 

"  1  '■ 

15  16  04 

■'  1  " 

15  16  04 

Boston  Feb.  9,  1760 
Sworn  to  Before  me, 
Muster  Rolls,  "Vol.  97,  p.  38S 


£108  07  04 

Timothy   Ham  ant 
Jacob  WnND.^Lf.,  Just,  Pac. 
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In  Oapt.  William  Jones'  Cora.  (IloUiston)  Ex.  to  Ciowii  Poiut,  from  May 
7175910  Jan.  4.  1760. 

Ebenezer  Cheney,  Sergt.- Apr.  37  to  Noy.  26       30    4       £16  09  03 

Stephen  Thompaon,  Corp Apr,  36  to  Dec.  10       32    5  15  15  07 

Caleb  Cheney       pr Apr.  37  to  Nov.  S7       37    1  13  04  04 

Isaiah  Corbett,      do May   9  to  Nov.    3       35    S  1108  11 

Daniel  Davidson,  do May   1  to  Nov.    3       36    4  1119  03 

IchabodMarshall  dos.ofJosiahApr,39toNov.  3       36    6  13  0109 

Ichabod  Robinson  do Apr.  36  Rejected  (not  found)  ser- 
vant to  Nathl  Nelson, 

EbenezerRead      do Apr.  28  to  Nov.  3       37    0  13  03  00 

Joseph  Wheelock  do Apr.  37  to  Nov.  36       30    4  13  13  13 

£105  14  03 
Boston  Feb.  36.  1760. 

Sworn  to,  Before  m.  Jacob  Wenueli,,  Just,  Pac, 

Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  97,  p.  390. 

M  Oapt.  Abijali  Hall's  Com.  ("VTrentliam)  Ex.  to  Crown  Point  from  May  9 
1759  to  Jan.  12.  1780. 

Ebenezet  Taft  1st.  Lieut May  9  to  Dec,  16  31  5  £39  13  06 

Jacob  Aldrich,  Sergt May  4  to  Dec.  10  31  4  16  19  05 

Gideon  AldricL,  Corp Apr.  31  to  Sept.  36  33  5  10  19  01 

Benj.  Blake,  pr.  (Danl  Taft„Guar- 

dian). May  1  to  Dec.  10  33  0  14  08  00 

8teplienBenBon,pr.,{8,ofBenoni)May  9  to  Dec.  16  31  5  14  05  08 

Jonas  Dyer,  pr. May  1  to  Dee,  10  S3  0  14  08  00 

ObedRutter,  pr„{s.of  "William). Apr,33toDec,  16  34  0  15  07  04 

Edward  Wood,  pr.,  (s.  of  James).  May    3  to  Oct.    5  33  3  10  00  07 

£1S6  00  05 
Boston  Feb,  33.  1760. 

Sworn  to  Before  me 

Jacob  Wksdkll,  Just,  Pac, 

The  commission  of  Gov.  Pownall  to  Lieut.  Haywiii-d  is  in- 
serted here  as  a  relic  of  olden  time.  The  original,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  true  copy,  was  kindly  loaned  me  by  Mrs.  Ariel 
Cook,  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  Lieutenant: 

Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay, 

THOMAS  POWNALL,  Esq;  Captain  General  and  Governor  in  Chief,  in 
and  over  his  Majesty's  Pi-ovince  of  the  Massaclmsetts-Bay  in  New-Eng- 
land, and  Vice-Admiral  of  the  same  &c. 

To  Samuel  Hayward  Gentleman  Greeting. 
By  Virtue  of  tlie  Power  and  Authority  in  and  by  His  Majesty's  Boyal 
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CommisBion  to  Me  granted  to  be  Captain  General,  &c  over  thia  His  Majes- 
ty's Province  of  the  Massacliusetts  Bay  aforesaid  I  do  by  these  Presents 
(reposing  especial  Trust  and  Confidence  in  your  Loyalty,  Courage  and  good 
Conduct)  constitute  and  appoint  You  the  said  Samuel  Hayward  to  be  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  second  military  foot  Company  in  the  Town  of  Mendon  under 
the  Command  of  Captain  Samuel  "Wheelock  in  the  third  Regiment  of 
Militia  in  the  Counties  of  Middlesex  and  Worcester  whereof  Artemas  Ward 
Esq.  is  Colonel. 

Tou  are  therefore  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  Duty  of  a 
Lieutenant  in  leading,  ordering  and  exercising  said  Company  in  Arms 
both  inferior  Officers  and  Soldiers  and  to  keep  them  in  good  Order  and 
Discipline  and  they  are  hereby  commanded  to  obey  you  as  their  Lieutenant 
and  you  are  yourself  to  observe  and  follow  such  Orders  and  Instructions,  as 
you  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  Me  or  the  Commander  in  Chief 
for  the  time  being  or  other  your  Superior  Offlcei-s  for  his  Majesty's  Service 
according  to  Military  Rules  and  Discipline  pursuant  to  the  trust  reposed  in 
you. 

Civen  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Arms  at  Boston,  tlie  Seveutfienth  Day 
of  October,  In  the  thirty  third  Year  of  the  Beign  of  His  Majesty 
King  GEORGE  the  Second,  Annoq;  Domini,  175a. 
By  His  ExCBLLKMCT'e 

Command, 
Tho".  Olakke  Dp'".  Secry.  T.  Pownall. 


1760.  March  3.  For  Selectmen,  Capt.  Phiuelias  Lovett, 
Elder  Nathaniel  Nelson,  Mr.  John  Fish,  Dr.  William  Jennieon 
and  lyieut.  Samuel  Penniman;  Town  Clerk,  Edward  Bawson; 
Town  Treasurer,  Edraond  Moi'se,  and  Joseph  Bruce  and  Nathan 
Very  for  Constables, 

Baiaed  £300  for  repairing  the  highways. 

Voted  to  forego  James  Read's  rates,  provided  if  the  Constable 
"can  Git  The  Rates  of  said  Read  he  shall  pay  them  hack  again." 

Ang.  35.  Voted  "  that  the  Scholls  in  Mendon  be  Divided 
Into  Districts  as  they  ai'e  Stated  for  Mending  the  Highways,  this 
Pi-esent  yeai",  and  that  Every  District  Shall  have  as  Much  Money 
Appropriated  to  them  for  the  Use  of  Schooling  as  they  Pay  to 
the  School  Tax  this  Pi'esent  year." 

Ang.  a5.  Raised  ^50,  lawful  money,  for  schooling,  and  £100, 
lawful  money,  including  the  interest  of  the  school  money  bonds, 
to  defi'ay  town  charges.  The  school  money  bonds  were  the  notes 
of  those  persons  who  had  bought  portions  of  the  school  lauds. 
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By.  tliu  vofct!  jiliove  recordod  it  is  Kucii  tliwt  the  llighwiiy  Districts  - 
and  the  School  Districts  were  identical,  and  if  but  one  Surveyor 
of  Highways  was  chosen  to  a  District  there  were  eleven  School 
Districts,  and  Each  District  di-ew  just  the  amount  of  money 
they  paid  to  the  appropriation  for  schools. 

Abont  this  time  the  qneation  of  a  workhouse,  where  the  iwor 
should  be  kept,  began  to  be  mooted;  but  a  motion  at  this  meet- 
ing to  build  a  workhouse  passed  in  tlie  negative,  as  tlie  ])hrase 
iviis  in  the  olden  time,  when  a  motion  failed  to  be  carried. 

The  war  with  Fi'auce  still  continued,  and  Mendon  still  contin- 
ued to  furnish  her  quota  to  the  ai-my  under  Loi-d  Amherst,  The 
campaign  this  yeai-  virtually  closed  the  wai',  so  far  as  America 
was  concerned,  and  the  suri'ender  of  Montreal,  by  the  Marquis 
de  Vaudreuil,  completed  the  conquest  of  Canada. 

The  following  copies  from  the  Muster  Rolls  gives  the  number 
of  men  furnished  by  Mendon,  in  tlie  campaign  for  this  year: 

Muster  Eolls,Vol.  98,  p.  379. 

In  Capt,  Ebenezer  Taft's  Co.  (Mendon)  Prmn  Feb.  14  lo  Dec.  19,  17(10 
(130  m,  home.) 

Ebenezer  Taft.  Capt Feb.    14  to  Dec.  19  44  3  £09  03  10 

Samuel  Whit*,  Serg:t June  II  to  Nov.  39  34  4  13  04  08 

Adam  White.  Drummer June  16  to  Nov.  33  33  0  11  01  10 

DanialHill.         pr. June    1  to  Nov.  39  34  4  110103 

Silas  Thayei',     do June  3«  to  Nov.  33  33  3  10  0111 

£145  03  05 
Boston  Feb.  13,  1761,  Sworn  to,  Before  me 

T.  HDJiii.uiD,  Jus.  Peace. 
Muster  Soils,  Vol.  98,  p.  303. 

In  Capt.  Wm.  Jones'  Com.  (Hollistou)  Fi'oin  Feb,  14  to  Dec.  36,  1760 
(ISO  miles  home) 

Ichabnd  Marshall  pr.  Apr.  8  to  Dec,  3,  35  weeks  0  day.s £15  15  00 

Boston  Feb.  13.  1761.    Exd  T.  Hubjiauu. 

Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  98,  p.  311. 

In  Cftpt.  Timo.  Hamant's  Com.  (Medfleld)  Irom  Feb.  14  tu  Dec.  36,  1760 
(fine  sheet  mimng)  105  m.  home 

LukeLesure,pr.  dead  <80n  of  Philip)  Mar,  35  to  Maj  15  7  3  £03  06  II 
Ichabod  Robinson,  pr.,  servt.  to  N. 

Nelson ' Miu'.  3.5  to  Nov.  30      35    6      10  03  09 

Moses  Ramsdell,  pr.,  dead  (son   of 

Moses) , Mar.  35  to  Oct.   10      58    i       13  17  03 
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Joseph  Sprague,  pr Mar.  35 

Stephen  Taft,  pr Mar,  37 


D  Dw;.    4      30    a 


mi 


05  04 
17  00 


T.  Hi;i 


Boston  Feb.  10  1781)  Ex. 
Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  98,  p.  311. 

In  Capt.  John  Dunlap's  Com.  (Weatboro')  from-June  10  to  Dec  36 
Nathl.  Gorbett,  pr.  Jime  13  to  Dec.  3,  34  weeks  fl  days,  servant  to 

Lem  Perham  (130  m.  home) iEll 

Boston  Feb.  10.     Ex.  T.  Hube. 

Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  98,  p.  335. 

In  Capt.  Daniel  Reed's  Co,  (Abingtou)  From  Feb.  14  to  Dec.  30 
Jonathan  Shores  of  Taunton  is  also  set  down  in  the  Roll  as  Captiiln. 


37«0. 

03  oa 


John  Watkins,  Sergt 

Mar   14  to  Dec,  3  37  6  ( 130  miles  home)£30  07  00 

Nathan  Aldiich    do 

Mai  14  to  Dec  3  37  6 

30  07  09 

John  Holden,        do 

Apr  35  to  Dec.  3  31  6 

17  03  02 

Samuel  Morse   Corp 

Mar  14  to  Dec.  3  37  6 

18  15  03 

Bben'-Ammidownpi 

Mai   U  to  Dec.  3  87  6    s,  to  Ichiibod 

17  00  00 

JohnHoopei,        pi 

Mar   14  to  Dec.  3  37  5 

16  19  00 

George  Thayei      pi 

Mar   14  to  Dec.  3  87  6       s,  of  David 

17  00  08 

Joshua  Thoinlon  pi 

■VTai    14  to  Dec.  3  37  6  servant  to  Josiah 

Adams 

. ,17  OB  00 

John  Wutkins        pi 

Mil   14tnl)ec,  10  38  0  dead,  son   to  Pa- 

tience w; . .  . 

.,17  09  00 

*I63  O.'i  04 
Boston  March  oth   1761,     E,  E.  Daniel  Iteail, 

Sworn  to  before  me.  T.  Hrim.titD, 


1761,  Jan  5.  At  a  town  meeting  held  tliia  day  the  iiyscMsors 
were  ordered,  by  a  majoi-ity  of  three  votes,  to  assess  the  soldiers 
that  were  ont  in  the  last  campaign  that  belong  to  Meudou,  "  lu 
The  Taxes  Laid  on  and  Ai-ising  in  this  Town  the  present 
year," 

Capt.  Robert  Taft  and  William  Eawson,  Esq.,  entered  their 
protests  with  the  Town  Clerk  that  the  proceedings  were  illegal. 

■March,3,  Selectmen,  Benjamin  Wheelock,  Daniel  Chapin, 
Edward  Rawson,  David  Daniels  and  Samnel  Torrey;  Town 
Clerk,  Edward  Raweon;  Town  Treasurer,  Edmond  Morse; 
Oonstiibles,  Peter  Pennimau  and  Joseph  Bruce;  Joseph  Darling 
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and  Josiah  Dai-ling,  Deer  E«ives;  John  Frencli,  Niitlil.  NoIsod. 
AVm,  Sheffield  and  Pelafciah  Darling,  Wardens. 

Eaised  £150,  "to  be  worked  out  on  the  Highways  and  £35  to 
defray  the  Charge  of  the  Small'Pox  In  John  Gage's  Family  last 
yeai-." 

May  SO.  Natlianiel  Nelson  chosen  Eepresentativo  to  the 
General  Court. 

Augiiat  31.  Voted  "to  raise  £70  L.  M.  to  defray  town 
charges  and  £30  for  Schooling  this  year:  and  each  District  may 
draw  out  the  amount  they  respectively  pay  to  the  amount  raised, 
and  may  espend  it  for  schooling  in  such  manner  ae  they  ehull 
see  fit." 

In  ease  any  person  came  into  town  to  abide  therein,  the  law 
was  imperative  that  the  Selectmen  should  be  immediately  notified 
by  the  person  who  entertained  them.  Robert  Morton  and  family 
had  removed  to  Mendon,  and  was  residing  with  Eliphalet  Whar- 
field,  and  he,  having  neglected  to  give  notice  to  the  Selectmen, 
the  town  voted  that  Lieut.  John  Fi-ench,  Edmond  Morse,  Elder 
Nathaniel  Nelson,  Edwai-d  Eawson  and  Nathan  Tyler  should  be 
a  committee  "  to  proceed  against  the  Estate  of  Eliphalet  Whar- 
fleld,  Dec"  for  his  bringing  in  Robert  Morton  and  his  Family 
and  not  giving  notice  to  the  Selectmen  as  the  law  directs,  which 
family  are  now  become  a  Town  charge. " 

Although  the  law  creating  the  office  of  Wai'den  was  enacted 
in  1700,  the  town  of  Mendon  had  never  elected  men  to  that 
office  until  this  year.  These  AVai-deng  were  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  and  formerly  were  appointed  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  the  Selectmen.  It  was  made  their  duty,  by  the  law  of  1700, 
to  govern,  inspect  and  take  care  of  all  persons  of  the  same  town 
employed  at  the  work  house,  or  sent  thither  by  two  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  quorum  unus,  to  be  kept  at  work  there,  to  be  held 
and  kept  strictly  to  work;  and  that  all  idle  and  disorderly  per- 
sons, and  such  as  do  not  duly  perform  snch  reasonable  task  or 
stint  as  shall  be  set  them,  be  punished  by  moderate  whipping  or 
setting  in  the  stocks. 

Although  the  whipping  post  and  the  stocks  arc  no  longer 
invoked  in  the  administration  of  justice,  still,  if  some  means  could 
be  devised  by  which  the  tramps  who  now  pati-ol  the  country  by 
day  and  encamp  in  onr  poor  houses  by  night,  could  be  held  to 
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the  performance  of  some  appvopviate  labor  in  excliange  for  tlie 
supper,   lodging  and  brea-kfaat,   neither   pai'ty  would  be   tlie 

Altliongli  the  Prencb.  wai-,  so  far  as  America  was  concerned, 
wiis  virtually  e]ided  by  the  captaire  of  Qnebec  and  Montreal,  still 
the  wai'  continued  between  England  and  France  until  the  treaty 
of  peace  in  1763. 

The  forces  which  had  been  i-aised  by  the  Colonies  to  aid  in  the 
conqnest  of  Canada,  were  not  entirely  disbanded  until  the 
deelai'ation  of  peace  in  1763.  So  fai"  as  the  mnster  rolls  show, 
liowever,  but  few  of  the  Mendon  soldiers  remained  in  tlie  field 
after  1760.     The  following  aa'e  found  ou  the 

Mnster  EoUs,  Vol.  99,  p.  113. 

lu  Capt.  Thomas  Cowdine's  Com.  (Woi'cester)  in  (^ol   fialtouifaH'H  Rog, 
from  April  18  to  Dec.  S9,  1761, 
.Tolm  Dai-liog  pr '.July  1  to  Dec.  1.         33  wtcks.         tS  !«  00 

In  Capt.  .lolm  Dunlap's  Com.  (Westboro)  from  May  33  1761  to  Jnn.  4. 
1763. 

Samuel  Morse,  Corp.May33,  1761  to  Jan.  4,  1763  Smos.  4(lays,  £1514  03 
George  Thayer,  pr... May  33,  1761  to  Jan.  4,  1763  8     "    4      "        1413  02 

In  the  Maesachttsetts  Archives,  Court,  Vol.  24,  p.  93,  may  he 
found  tlie  following  petition: 

A  Petition  of  Jacob  Aldrich  Jr.  of  Mendon,  Setthig  fortli  Tliat  in  the 
year  1758  he  Enlisted  as  a  Soldier  in  tlie  pay  of  the  Province,  and  carried 
his  own  gun  with  him,  but  that  being  talcen  sick  he  was  sent  to  the  Hos- 
pital, at  AllHiny,  where,  being  In  a  debilitated  state,  he  coidd  not  take  cnre 
of  his  gun  and  so  lost  it,  and  praying  for  an  allowance. 

In  the  H.  of  Bep.  Read  and  Ordered  that  the  sum  of  Two  pounds  Ixs 
paid  out  of  the  Public  Treasury  to  Mr.  Natlianiel  Nelson  (Representative 
for  tlie  Hse  of  the  Petitioner  in  full. 

In  Council  July  10,  1761    R.  &  0. 

ConReuted  by  the  Governor. 


1762.  Jan.  35.  At  a  town  meeting  held  this  day,  Messrs. 
Jiimes  Sumner,  Jolin  Pi'ench  and  Ebeneaer  Chapin  were  chosen 
a  committee  "to  Reckon  with  Capt.  Phinehas  Lovett  and  make 
a  final  settlement  with  him." 

Marcli  1st.  Chose  Peter  Wheelock,  Daniel  Sumner,  Josejih 
Benson,  Capt.  ■Samuel  Wheelock  and  Josiah  Adams,  Selectmen; 
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Edwai'd  Eawson,  Town  Clerk;  Edmond  Morse,  Town  Treasurer, 
and  Jamee  Lovett  and  Joseph  Thayer,  Constables. 

This  year  perambulated  town  lines  witli  Bellinghani,  HoUis- 
ton,  Hopkinton,  Upton  and  TJxbridge. 

Raised  ^150  "to  mend  the  Highways  this  yeai';  and  that  3s. 
be  allowed  for  a  man  and  is.  for  a' man  and  team  per  day  and 
that  the  Highway  Rate  should  be  made  in  April." 

Dr.  Joshua  Wood  was  allowed  30s,  lawful  money,  for  doctor- 
ing William  Dolbeai-  and  his  widow,  in  1761. 

David  Daniels  "may  bnild  a  New  Pound,  Provided  he  will 
build  it  Thirty  feet  Square  and  according  to  law.''  According 
to  law,  it  is  supposed,  meant  that  tlie  pound  should  be  so  high 
that  no  animal  could  scale  its  walls,  and  the  i-ails  so  close  to- 
gether that  no  animal  conld  escape  between  them. 
.  It  seems  that  David  Daniels  was  to  build  a  pound  at  his  own 
charge;  and,  once  before,  Ebenezer  Chapin  had  libei-ty  to  build 
one,  find  the  land  for  its  site  and  take  care  of  it  for  fifteen  years, 
without  charge  to  the  town.  The  fees  of  the  i)ound  keeper  for 
impounding  sti-ay  animals,  it  is  supposed,  fnrnislied  satisfactory 
compensation  to  those  who  built  the  pounds. 

May  15.  Capt.  Phiuehas  Lovett  was  chosen  Eepresentative 
by  a  majority  of  one  vote. 

Oct.  25,  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  of  Mendon  "Shall  T^ay 
Their  Accounts  Before  The  Town  for  their  Acceptance  for  tlie 
fiitiire." 

Aug.  30.  Voted  to  raise  £70,  lawful  money,  to  defray  town 
charges,  and  £40  for  schooling. 

Voted  to  give  the  Town's  Old  Law  Book  "  to  the  First  Precinct 
in  said  Mendon  for  their  Future  Benefit."  Some  yeai-s  before 
this  the  Old  Law  Book  had  heen  loaned  to  the  Second  Pi-eoinct 
for  their  benefit,  but  for  some  good  reason  tlie  tjswn  now  saw  fit 
to  reclaim  it. 

Some  of  the  soldiers  of  Mendon  still  in  the  service. 

Miister  Rolls,  Vol.  99,  p.  315. 

In  Capt.  Ebenezer  Oox's  Com.  (Hardwick)  from  May  4  to  Doc.  39.  1782 

Nicholas  Trask,  pr Mar.  31  to  Nov.  13    8  moa.  4  days,    £14  13  03 

Edward  Trask,     " Mar.  31  to  Nov,    1     7     "    30     "  13  17  09 

III  Capt,  Time.  Hamanfs  Co.  (Medway)  Nov.  3.  1763  to  July  218,  763. 
Aaron  Conistock  pr.  ,Nov.  2  4762  to  June  9, 1763  7  mos.  7  days,  ;E18  01  00 
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The  treaty  of  peace  with  i'^'ance  secured  Csuada  to  the  pos- 
session of  England,  and  henceforward  the  Indians,  who  had 
heretofore  made  frequent  and  bloody  raids  upon  the  frontiers  of 
New  England,  became  peaceable  and  quiet. 


1763,  March  7.  The  town  meeting  was  opened,  and  Lieut, 
John  ^French  was  chosen  Moderator,  and,  without  any  reason 
mentioned,  immediately  adjourned  to  March  iil,  inst, 

March  31.  Chose  Lieut.  John  Fi'ench,  Lieut.  Josiah  Ohapin, 
Joseph  Allen,  Capt.  Thomas  Wiswail  and  Benoni  Benson,  Se- 
lectmen; Bdwai'd  Eifcwson,  Town  Clerk;  George  Aldrich,  Town 
Treasurer,  and  Moses  Aldrich  and  Benjamin  Wheelock,  Con- 
stables. 

Voted  to  build  a  Work  House  this  year,  hut  upon  further 
consideration- 
Voted  '*  to  hire  a  House  for  a  Wort  House,  in  some  Conve- 
nient place  in  town  and  put  it  in  Repair  fit  for  That  Building;" 
and  the  subject  was  refeiTed  to  David  Daniels,  George  Aldrich, 
Ebenezer  Chapin,  Jasper  Daniell  and  Samnel  Torrey  to  report 
at  the  next  town  meeting. 

Voted  to  raise  £90  to  repair  highways  this  year.  A  man  to 
have  3s.  and  a  man  and  team  4s.  a  day  from  April  1  to  Sept.  30. 

The  School  Districts,  it  seems,  did  not  always  draw  out  their 
portions  of  the  schiiol  money  during  the  year  in  which  the 
appropriation  was  made,  and,  from  the  following  vote,  it  ia  sup- 
posed they  sought  to  have  intei'est  allowed  on  the  sums  which 
had  not  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury;  be  that  as  it  may, 
the  town  voted  not  to  allow  interest  in  such  eases,  intending  the 
school  money  shorild  be  expended  during  the  municipal  year  in 
which  it  was  raised. 

Raised  £20,  lawful  money,  "to  Provide  Stock,  Tools  and 
Material  to  Set  the  Poor  at  Work  and  that  the  rate  be  made 
forthwith." 

Aug.  29.     Eaised  £70  for  town  charges  and  £40  for  schooling. 

As  no  record  is  found  of  the  choice  of  a  Representative  it  is 
presumed  tlie  town  was  not  represented  in  the  General  Court 
this  year. 
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1764.  Mai'ch  5.  George  Keith,  Samuel  WHi'ren,  Capt.  Jo- 
seph Daniels,  Dr.  Samuel  Scammell  and  Noah  Cook  were  choseu 
Selectmen;  Edwai-d  Rawson,  Tosvu  Clerk;  George  Aldrich, 
Town  Treasurer,  and  Ebenezer  Holbrook  and  Moses  Aldrich, 
Oonstables, 

Eaieed  i;iOO  for  mending  highways  this  yeai-. 

Voted  "  to  pay  a  debt  for  Oliver  Hayward  to  Dr.  Corbett  upon 
a  Note,  of  the  sum  of  two  pounds,  which  Note  Corbett  hath  now 
against  him. "  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  town,  as  trustees, 
held  the  estate  of  Oliver  Hayward  for  the  support  of  himself 
and  familj'. 

Voted  to  raise  £iO  to  hire  a  house  and  buy  materials  *'  to  set 
the  Poor  to  work  on." 

Voted  to  buy  a  boot  for  the  Selectmen  to  keep  the  town's 
account  in  for  the  future. 

May  33.  Chose  Joseph  Doit,  Jr.,  Eepresentative  of  the 
General  Court,  which,  after  being  prorogued  by  Gov.  Beniai'd, 
from  month  to  mouth,  was  finally  called  to  meet  at  Concord, 
The  General  Court  held  that  the  Conrt  should  have  been  held 
at  Boston,  and  they  denied  the  right  of  the  Governor  to  change 
the  place  of  meeting. 

Aug,  30.  Raised  £60  for  schooling  and  £40,  lawful  niuiiey,  to 
defray  town  charges  for  the  present  yejw. 

A  list  of  jurors  were  aceeiited,  smd  ordered  to  be  put  in  the 
jury  box. 

The  Selectmen  who  served  last  year  were  voted  twelve  shillings 
each,  "  tho  there  was  Nothing  in  the  Wan-ant  for  That  busi- 
ness. " 

Pureuant  to  a  vote  of  the  town  the  Selectmen  made  the  fol- 
lowing return: 

The  Names  of  Persons  that  have  been  Warned  out  of  Mendou, 

John  Wilson,  Sarah  his  wife  and  two  (Jiildi-en  from  Wrentliam;  WiUiam 
Fiwleigh  and  his  son  Hezekiah  fi-om  Boston ;  Charles  Phillips  from  West- 
lerly,  iu  the  Colony  of  R.  I. ;  Zebulun  Swift,  his  wife  Rebeoka  and  eight 
children  from  Bellingham;  fSmj  Bolster,  from  Uxbridge;  Natlian  Free- 
muD,  his  wife  Ajiue  and  one  childfrom  Bellingham;  Mai'y  Eames,  from 
Hopldnton;  Benjamin  Read,  from  TJxbridge;  Stephen  Powers,  his  wife 
and  one  child,  from  Grafton;  Benjamin  Blake,  his  wife  Sarah  and  one 
child,  from  Uxbridge.  These  in  1763.  Isaac  Bates,  Martha,  his  wife  and 
four  cliildren,   viz:  Olive  Bates,  Tjiicrelia  Bates,  Liibiin   Bates  itnd  Micaii 
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BjiUiS  from  liclliughaiii;  KolwrtTaft,  Dubontli,  Lis  wifu  and  six  children, 
viz;  Elizabetli,  Dorotliy,  Mary  and  Hannali,  tlieir  Dauglitera,  Lovett  Uieir 
son  aud  Aljigaii  tli«ir  Diiugliter. 

John  Fkbnch,      "1 

JosiAH  CnApiN,     I    Seleutnitu 

JoaEPH  Allan,     fof  Mendoii. 

Attosl,    Edwakd  Rawson,  Town  Clerk. 

MiisM.  Archives,  Misceltaneous,  1648  to  1775,  p.  35^-, 

Worcester  as,  Wliereas  liia  Excellency,  tLe  Governor  (Bei'nard)  by  life 
order  to  me  directed,  that  the  Great  and  General  Court  did,  on  the  second 
day  of  February  last  pass  an  Order  "  That  the  Select  Men  of  each  Town 
and  District  in  this  Province,  to  be  chosen  for  the  yew  1764,  do,  as  soon  as 
conveniently  may  be,  take  an  exact  Account  of  the  Number  of  Dwelling 
Houses,  Families  and  Poeple  in  their  respective  Towns  and  DiBlricls, 
Mgi'eeable  lo  Hie  Schedule  thereto  annexed,"  and  liath  required  me  fortli- 
with  to  make  out  a  precept  directed  unto  the  Select  iUen  of  each  I'espectivo 
town  or  District  witliin  my  Precinct  requiring  to  Take  an  exact  account  of 
the  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses,  Families  and  Poeple  as  aforesaid  and  to 
return  the  same  unto  the  Secretary's  Office  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  De- 
cember next. 

In  Observance  of  the  said  Oi-der  to  me  directed. 

These  are  to  will  and  require  you,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  Ui 
take  an  Account  of  the  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses,  Families  and  Poeple 
within  Your  Town,  including  as  well  Indians  civilized,  Negroes  and  Mo- 
lattos,  as  White  Poeple  and  Females  as  well  as  Males,  distinguishing  them 
in  the  form,  as  on  the  other  side  hereof,  agreeable  to  the  said  Order  of  the 
Great  and  General  Court;  And  make  Return  of  this  Precept  to  me,  so  that 
the  same  may  be  transmitted  into  the  Secretary's  Office,  on  or  before  the 
last  Day  of  December  nexf.    Hereof  you  are  not  to  fail. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Worcester,  the  sixth  of  August,  In 
the  Fourth  Year  of  his  Majesty's  Eeign,  Anuoq.  Domini  1764. 

Gakd"  Chandler,  Sheriff.     (L.  S.) 
To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Mendoii,  Greeting. 


Houses 

Families 

White  Poeple  under  Sixteen  yeai's Males, 

do        do         "  do        do Females, 

White  Poeple  above      do       do Male.s, 

do        do         "  do        do      , Females, 

Negroes  and  Molattoes, Males, 

do  "        do Females, 
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Preach  Neutrals  under  Sixteen  years Males,  1 

do  do  "  do  .       do    Females,       3 

French  Neutrals,  ahove    do         do   Males,  1 

do  do         "         do         do  Females,      1 

Pursuant  to  the  above  Precept,  We  have  taken  an  Exact  account  of  the 
Number  of  Dwelling  Houses,  Families  andPoepleiiitheTownof  Mendon, 
and  do  Certify  that  the  foregoing  Schedule  contains  a  True  and  exact 
Aocouut  of  the  same. 
Dated  in  Mendon  aforesaid  the  Seventeentli  Day  of  December,  1764. 
Geo.  Keith, 
Samuel  "W"aiiiiet(, 
Noah  Cook, 

Samcei,  Soamotbli,,  I  of  Mendon. 
Joseph  Daniels. 


1765,  Miircli  4.  Selectmen,  Ens.  Ebeir  Chiipin;  Ens.  Samae! 
Torrey,  Lieut.  Benjamin  Wheelock  and  Peter  Penniman;  Town 
Clerk,  Edward  Rawson;  Town  Treasurer,  George  Aldi-ieli,  and 
Samuel  AVari'en  and  Joseph  Bruce,  Constables. 

May  30.  Although  but  two  school  houses  had,  as  yet,  been 
built  in  the  town  (one  in  the  First  Precinct  and  one  in  the 
Second),  and  although  nine  of  the  eleven  School  Districts  were 
without  school  houses,  still  the  town,  at  this  meeting,  voted  they 
would  build  no  more. 

Chose  Joseph  Dorr,  Jr.,  Representative  to  the  General  Court. 

Aug.  36.  Raised  ^40  for  defraying  town  charges  and  £40  for 
schooling. 

Voted  to  build  a  new  pound  thirty  feet  square  and  seven  feet 
high,  and  to  be  set  on  the  Training  Field,  the  location  to  be 
designated  by  the  Selectmen. 

Lieut.  John  French,  George  Aldrieh  and  James  Sumner  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  baild  said  pound,  and  were  instructed  as 
follows,  viz: — 

"To  Build  said  Pound  with  sufficient  large  Stones  six  feet  high  and  then 
put  on  a  Chestnut  Logg  hewn  one  foot  square  and  Locked  in  the  Corners, 
and  make  a  Good  Gate  and  Mortis  the  Studs  into  the  Loggs  that  are  to  be 
laid  on  said  wall:  and  Build  Said  Pound  at  the  Cheapest  Lay  or  Bate  it  can 
be  done,  and  Lay  all  the  Charge  of  Building  Before  the  Town,  when  said 
Pound  is  Finished  For  the  Town's  Acceptance." 

With  instructions  so  full  as  these,  the  committee  would  be 
under  no  necessity  to  consult  an  engineer  or  ai'chitect. 
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To  defray  the  cost  of  the  poimd,  the  town  rsiised  and  iippro- 
priated  the  siim  of  £i,  lawful  money. 

Some  years  before  this  time  Abi-aliam  Fletcher  leased  a  portion 
of  the  Ministry  land  for  twenty  yeai's,  conditioned  to  clear  it  and 
sabdue  the  bushes.  Tn  the  meantime  he  had  died,  and  the 
probability  ia  that  his  heirs  found  the  bargain  a  hard  one;  and, 
at  this  meeting,  the  town  released  them  from  all  obligations 
under  the  lease. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  for  1764  shall  have  two  dollars  for 
their  services. 

The  Stamp  Act  became  a  law  on  the  22d  day  of  March  of  this 
yeai'.  In  August,  Andrew  Oliver  was  appointed  a  Distributor  of 
Stamps  for  Massachusetts,  and  on  the  8th  of  the  same  month  he 
was  hung  in  effigy  from  a  limb  of  the  Liberty  Tree,  which  stood 
at  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Essex  streets,  in  Boston.  '  This 
was  followed,  on  the  26th,  by  the  sack  of  Lieut.  Gfov.  Hutchin- 
son's house.  Fi'om  this  time  excitement  ran  high,  not  only  in 
Massachusetts,  but  through  all  the  Colonies. 

Oct.  14.  A  town  meeting  was  legally  warned  in  Mendon  to 
consider  the  subject  of  the  Stamp  Act  and  some  part  of  Gov- 
ernor Bemai'd's  speech. 

Nathan  Tyler,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Modei'ator. 

1.  Voted  to  Give  Mv.  Dorr  Jr.  the  Hepresentative  of  said  Towd,  lastruc- 
tions  Respecting  his  Conduct  at  the  Great  and  General  Court,  Relating  to 
the  Stamp  Act  and  some  part  of  the  Governors  Speech. 

3.  The  Town  voted  to  stand  hy  the  Chai-ter  Privelidges. 

3.  Voted  that  Uiey  would  not  comply  with  the  Stamp  Act. 

4,  Vot«d  they  would  not  make  any  Compensation  to  the  sufferers  in 
Boston  hy  Mohbs. 

B.  Voted  to  choose  a  Commitlee  of  Five  men  to  draw  up  and  put  the 
Town's  Insti'uetions  ia  order  for  the  Representative :— The  five  men  chosen 
were  Edward  Rawson,  James  Sumnev,  Ichahod  Ammidown,  Peter  Penni- 
mao.  and  Joseph  Johnson. 

This  committee  undoubtedly  furnished  the  Eepreeenfcative 
with  instructions  pursuant  to  the  above  vote,  bttt  as  they  were 
not  recorded,  we  can  only  judge  of  their  tenor  by  supposing  that 
the  committee  were  in  full  sympathy  with  the  sentiment  of  the 
meeting. 

STATE    i'AUPEKS. 

Mass.  Ai'chives,  Miscellaneous. 
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To  His  Excellency  Fi'ancis  Bei'Dai-d  Esq.  Capt.  General  and  Governor  in 
Chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  Provinc*  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New 
England  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same  and  to  the  Honourable  his  Majesty's 
Council  at  Boston  October  y=  38d.  1765. 

The  Select  men  of  Mendonin  the  County  of  Worcester  humbly  show  to 
your  Excellency  and  Honours  that  one  John  Cole,  A  Regular  Soldier  (aa 
he  says)  as  he  was  on  his  journey  from  Boston  to  New  York  with  his  wife 
and  two  ciiildren,  on  the  twenty  ninth  day  of  July  last,  was  Taken  Sick, 
in  This  Town  of  Mendon,  of  a  fever,  and  he,  being  a  poor  person,  made 
Application  to  us  for  Relief  in  his  sickness  for  things  Necessary  for  him- 
self and  for  support  for  his  Family;  and  that  he  was  supported  hy  us,  at 
the  expense  of  tliis  Town  both  himself  and  family  Twenty  One  Days:  and 
he  and  his  family  being  Transient  Persons,  not  belonging  to  any  Town 
within  this  Province,  We  your  Humble  Petitioners  pray  that  the  expense 
we  liftve  been  at  for  him  in  his  sickness  and  for  supporting  his  family  may 
be  allowed  a  Province  Charge  by  your  Excellency  and  Honours  and  pray 
that  we  may  be  allowed  the  same;  as  soon  as  he  recovered  he  leftsd  Town. 

The  Accompt  in  Paiticular  is  aa  FoUoweth, 
Paid  Jolm  Rawson  for  Providing  a  house  and  bedding  and  for 

Sundries  he  found  them £3  14  00 

Paid  Dr.  Thomas  Steel  for  Doctoring  him  in  his  Sickness 1  05  04 

For  providing  Necessaiies  for  him  and  for  fetching  the  Doctor, 

sundry  times,  which  we  did  ourselves 13  00 

£i  11  04 
A  True  Accompt  Errors  Excepted. 

EniCKBZER  Chafin,         1 

Benjamin  Whebi.ock,        Selectmen 

SAjnrBL  TOKRBY,  [  of 

JosiAH  Whbblock,        I        Mendon. 
Pbtbe  Pbnniman.        J 
Mondoii  August  y"  19.  1765  The  Town  of  Mendon  to  John  Rawson  Dr. 
To  Nursing  John  Cole  &  Boarding  his  Wife  and  two  Children  and 
finding  them  House  room  and  bedding  and  necessaries  for  him- 
self when  sick  &  for  his  wife  and  Children,  at  Ss.  lid.  pr.  Day 

for  31  days £3  14  00 

A  True  account  Brroi's  Excepted,  pr.  John  Rawson. 

August  y'  IS,  1765.  Then  Rec*  the  above  Accompt  of  the  Selectmen  of 
Mendon,  I  say 

pr.  me.  John  Rawson. 

The  Selectmen  of  Mendon  to  Thouias  Steel  Dr.  for  John  Oole, 

17B5  July  81.     To  Visit,  Spt.  nit  dul.  Tine,  croc  camphorata £  0  3  03 

Aug.  1.      "    do.    Emet.  &  cathart.  Syr.  croc.  &c 0  3  08 

"      3.      "    do.    Elect.  Pectoral.  Lac.  ammon  &c 0  3  04 

"      3.       "    do.     Pulv.  febrif.  Spt.  nit.  dul 0  3  03 

"      4.      "    do.     Haust.  Pui^.  Blix.  asthmat.  Lac.  ammon 

&c 0  3  00 
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Aug.  6.  To  Visit  Cardiac  Julep , 0  1  03 

■'■7.  '■    do.     8pt.  nit.  dul.  Pulv.  fehrif 0  3  00 

"      9.  "  do.    Rasur.  C.  C.  Ictliyocol.  Ball.  Poljclirest.  0  3  08 

"    10,  "    do.    Ingred.  Corrobrat 0  3  00 

■■    13.  ■'  do.    Pil.  coch-Q""  Man.  BmetVena*  Sect...  0  8  00 

£1  5  04 
Mendon  Feb.  3.  1766.     Tlieu  rec*  of  the  aliove  ad.  Selectmen  this  Ac- 

compt  in  full.  Thomas  Steel. 

Feb.  13.  1700.     This  account,  by  order  of  the  Hon".  Col.  Lincoln  hatli 

been  perused  &  examined  by  me  the  Subscriber  and  the  same  I  judge  to  be 

W.  Ekattlk, 


1766.  March  3.  Selectmen,  David  Daniels,  EbeiieKer 
Ohapiu,  Samuel  Torrey,  Gershoni  Nelson  and  Benoni  Benson. 

Voted  to  raise  ^150  to  mend  tlie  highways  this  yeai'. 

Voted  to  allow  Abigail  Wheat  £1.18.08,  being  the  amount 
which  the  Selectmen  took  into  their  hands  in  1764,  when  she 
became  a  town  charge.  It  is  not  often  that  paupers  pay  their 
way  and  have  a  balance  in  their  favor. 

Voted  to  grant  £3  towards  building  the  bridge  over  the  river 
at  Wilson's  Mill,  (now  Millville).  This  was  probably  from  the 
island  to  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  as  before  this  the  town  had 
refused  to  build  one  there. 

"  Voted  that  the  Highway  Rates  shall  be  made  in  the  month  of  April 
next  and  Committed  to  the  Constables  to  Collect,  but  not  to  begin  their 
Collection  untU  the  15th.  day  of  October  next  following,  and  that  each 
Surveyor  shall  have  a  copy  of  his  respective  District  Bates,  and  each  of  the 
Inhabitants  shall  have  liberty  fo  work  his  respective  proportion  of  sd  As- 
sessment, Provided  he  or  they  shall  fiuthfully  work  out  the  one  half  of  hig 
proportion  of  said  Assessment. before  the  last  day  of  June  next,  at  such 
place,  on  the  Highways,  where  his  respective  Surveyor  shall  order  him,  at 
3  shillings  per  day  for  a  man  with  suitable  tools  for  said  work,  and  3  shiU 
lings  per  day  for  a  team  of  3  cattle  and  cart:  And  the  other  half  by  the 
15th,  day  of  October  nest,  at  23.  6d.  per  day  for  a  man  and  3a.'6.  per  day 
for  a  Team  as.  aforesaid,  and  that  a  receipt  from  his  respective  Siuveyor 
shall  be  accepted  by  the  Constable  for  his  proportion  of  said  Assessment  or 
any  part  thereof :  And  that  the  Assessors  shall  deliver  a  Warrant  to  the 
Constables  to  gather  the  sum  of  Said  Rate  Bills  on  or  before  the  (irat  day  of 
January  next  and  pay  the  money  that  shall  be  gathered  into  the  Town 
Treasury,  and  that  the  same  be  drawn  out  and  paid  to  tJie  Surveyors,  by 
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order  of  the  Selectmen,  to  pay  for  what  they  shall  hire  in  lieu  of  those  that 
are  delinquent  &  do  not  procure  receipts  of  their  Bespective  Surveyors." 

May  36.  Chose  Joseph  Doit,  Jr.,  Representative  to  the 
General  Court,  he  having  113  votes,  and  Elder  Nathaniel  Nel- 
son 44  votes. 

Voted  that  they  would  not  bnild,  but  would  hire  a  work- 
house this  year. 

July  7.  At  a  town  meeting  held  this  day,  it  is  recorded  that 
the  town  brought  in  their  votes  for  a  Register  for  the  County  of 
Worcester,  but  for  whom  or  how  many  votes  were  cast  does  not 
appear  on  the  record. 

Voted  they  would  have  no  more  Pounds  than  one,  even 
though  "Perticular  Persons  should  build  them  at  their  own 
chai-ge. " 

Aug,  35.     Raised  £30  for  town  charges  and  £30  for  schooling. 

Voted  "that  the  Representative  of  this  Town  may  act  dis- 
cretionary at  the  Great  and  General  Court,  Respecting  the  Suf- 
ferers in  Boston. " 

The  suflferers  in  Boston  were  Mr.  Story,  the  Deputy  Register, 
whose  office  was  broken  open,  and  from  whence  the  records  of 
the  Vice  Admiralty  Court  were  taken  and  burnt;  Mr.  Hailo- 
well,  the  Comptroller  of  the  Customs,  whose  house  was  ravaged, 
and  Lieut.  Gov.  Hutchinson,  whose  house  was  ransacked  and 
whose  furniture  and  plate  was  thrown  into  the  street. 

After  many  discussions  in  the  General  Court,  a  bill  of  indem- 
nity for  the  sufferers  was  passed  in  December  by  a  vote  of  53  to 
35,  but  in  which  bill  was  incorporated  a  full  and  free  pardon  to 
the  rioters. 

Sept.  1.  At  a  town  meeting  this  day  it  was  voted  "to  Recon- 
sider the  vote  passed  at  the  last  meeting,  relative  to  Mr.  Joseph 
Doit,  present  Representative,  acting  discretionary  at  the  Great 
and  General  Court,  Relating  to  the  Sufferers  in  Boston."  This 
vote  left  the  Representative  instructed  to  vote  against  the  in- 
demnity bill  which  had  been  offered  in  the  Genera!  Court. 

Copies  of  this,  bill  were  directed  to  be  sent  to  all  the  towns, 
and, 

Oct.  S?,  the  town  of  Mendon  passed  the  following  vote:^ 

That  with  regard  to  those  Gentlemen  who  suffered  by  said  disturbance 
on  tlie  36th  of  August  A.  D.  1765,  upon  application  of  said  Sufferers  to 
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the  General  Assembly,  In  a  parliamentary  way,  tlie  Representative  of  the 
said  Town  of  Mendon  he  directed  and  is  hereby  accordingly  directed,  in  his 
best  discretion,  to  use  his  influence  that  such  losses  be  made  up,  as  far  as 
may  be,  in  a  manner  the  most  Loyal  respecting  his  Majesty  and  the  most 
Constitutional  and  Safe  with  Respect  to  tlie  Just  Rights  and  Privilidges  of 
British  Subjects. 

Dec,  24,  Then  it  was  put  to  vote  "  to  See  if  the  Town  woiild 
vote  off  the  Easterly  Precinct,  according  to  the  bounds  thereof, 
to  be  a  Separate  Tmon  by  Themselves,"  and  there  was  but  one 
hand  held  np. 

The  motion  to  allow  the  said  Precinct  to  become  a  Duirki 
was  negatived  by  ten  votes. 

THE   SOUTH   PRECINCT. 

Colony  Laws,  1763  to  1770,  Vol.  II,  p.  304. 

By  a  vote  of  the  General  Conrt,  passed  Nov.  8,  1T66,  the 
sonth  part  of  the  First  Precinct  in  Mendon  was  made  a  separate 
Precinct  by  the  name  of  the  South  Precinct,  Nathan  Tyler 
was  to  call  the  first  meeting. 

BOUNDS   OF   THE   SOUTH    PRECINCT. 

Beginning  at  the  SW.  corner  of  Mendon,  then  on  Uxbridge  3  miles  138 
TOds  to  stake  and  stones  (:!:)  on  Oapt.  Daniel  Taft's  farm;  thence  turning 
and  running  E  8°  S  to  stakeand  stones{:!:)  by  road  leading  from  Thomas 
Taft's  to  John  Boyce's;  continuing  the  same  course  to  a  (:!;)  by  road  lead- 
ing from  Dam  Swamp  to  Ens.  Benjamin  Darling's;  continuing  the  same 
course  to  a(:!:)  on  tlie  east  side  of  Eehoboth  road,  8  of  Darius  Daniels' 
orchard,  then  the  same  course  to  a  pine  tree  at  Bellingham  line,  with 
Daniel  Taft's  and  Joseph  Day's  farms  on  the  N.  side  of  Line. 

This  Precinct  has  since  become  the  Town  of  Bluckstone. 


1767.  PETITION    OF   THE   EAST    PRECINCT. 

Court,  Vol.  36,  p.  355. 

Feb.  3.  1767.  A  Petition  of  sundiy  Inhabitants  of  the  Eastwardly  Pre- 
cinct in  Mendon  Setting  forth  That  tliey  have  been  set  off  as  a  Precinct 
about  twenty-five  years,  but  find  it  very  inconvenient  for  them  by  reason  of 
their  distance  and  other  reasons  to  remain  a  part  of  said  Town  and  praying 
that  they  with  their  Lands  and  Estates  may  be  erected  into  a  separate  Dis- 
trict, agreeable  to  the  boundaries  of  said  Precinct  and  that  they  may  be 
assigned  to  them  their  proportionable  part  of  tlie  Ministry  Land  and  Money 
and  Town  Stock  of  Arms  and  Ammunition, 
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In  the  House  of  Representatives  Ordered  Uiat  the  Petitioners  notify  tJie 
Town  of  Mendon,  hy  serving  the  Town  Clerl(  with  a  copy  thereof,  to  sQiew 
cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  this  instant  February  why 
the  prayer  should  not  iDe  granted. 

In  OoUDCii    Head  and  Concurred. 

Fell.  16.  Then  the  Town  voted  unanimousiy  to  Send  Reasons  into  tlio 
Great  and  Generai  Court  to  Shew  Cause  why  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Easterly  Precinct  in  Mendon  should  not  be  granted. 

Then,  by  a  vote,  chose  Nine  men  for  a  Committee  to  draw  up  the  Town's 
reasons,  in  the  Town's  behalf.  The  men  chosen  were  Messrs.  Edmond 
Morse,  Edward  Rawson,  John  French,  Joseph  Benson,  William  Torrey, 
Benoni  Benson,  George  Aldrich,  William  ShetBeld  and  Peter  Penniman. 

Then  the  town,  by  a  vote,  chose  Edward  Eawaon,  Samuel  Green  and 
William  Sheffield  for  a  Committee  or  Agents  for  the  Town  of  Mendon,  to 
carry  in  the  Town's  Reasons  into  the  Great  &  General  Court  and  make 
answer  to  a  petition  of  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Easterly  Pre- 
cinct in  said  Town  and  Shew  Cause  in  the  Town's  behalf  why  the  Prayer 
thereof  should  not  be  granted. 

Feb.  34.  1767.  A  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitanls  of  the  Easterly  Precinct 
in  Mendon,  praying  to  be  erected  intJ>  a  separate  District  as  entered  the  8d. 
day  of  February  inst. 

In  Council  Bead  again  together  with  the  answer,  and  Oi-dered  tliat  Jere- 
miah Powell  Esq.  with  sucli  as  the  House  shall  join  be  a  Com.  to  take  said 
Petition  into  Consideration,  hear  the  parties  and  report. 

In  H.  of  R.  R.  &  C.  and  Capt.  Sherman  and  Capt.  Farley  are  joined  in 
tlie  affair. 

Feb,  25.  Jesse  Penniman,  Nathan  Tyler  &  others,  George  Aldrich  & 
others  and  Samuel  Aldrich  pray  to  be  set  off  from  tlie  E.  Precinct  to  the 
Town  of  Mendon,  and  their  petitions  are  referred  to  the  above  Com. 

In  Council  May  i.  1767  Ordered  that  the  Pet.  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of 
the  East  Precinct  in  Mendon  together  with  the  petitions  of  J.  Penniman, 
N.  Tyler,  G.  Aldrich  and  Aaron  Aldrich  of  said  Mendon,  with  the  papers 
accompanying  the  same,  be  refeiTed  to  the  next  session  of  this  Court. 

March  6.  1767.  The  following  Order  passed  on  the  Petition  from  Men- 
don which  was  recommitted  the  4th  inat.  viz: — 

In  Council  the  Com.  appointed  upon  tJie  within  petition  reported  that 
they  had  heard  the  pai'ties  and  well  considei-ed  the  matter  prayed  for,  and 
that,  upon  the  whole,  they  were  of  opinion  the  Petition  ought  to  be  dis- 
missed. Therefore  Resolved  that  the  said  Petition  be  dismissed  accord- 
ingly. 

In  the  H  of  R.  R  &  C. 

March  2d.  Chose  Aaron  Thayer,  Ichabod  Thayer,  Benjamin 
Staples,  Peter  Darling  aiid  William  Sheffield,  Selectmen;  Ed- 
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ward  Rawson,  Town  Clerk;  George  Aldrich,  Town  Treasurer; 
and  Joseph  Bnice  and  Benoni  Benson,  Constables. 

Voted  not  to  build  or  hire  a  work  house  this  year. 

Voted  to  accept  the  new  Pound  in  the  place  it  is  now  btiilt. 
By  a  foi-mer  vote  it  was  to  be  located  ■on  the  Training  Field, 
between  the  present  bai'n  of  Albert  W.  Gaakill  and  the  house 
of  Austin  A,  Taft.  John  and  Thomas  Legg  were  allowed 
.£5.17.04  for  building  it. 

Voted  "  io.pass  over  the  ai'ticle  in  the  "Warrant  to  see  whether 
the  Town  would  make  the  County  Eoad  fi'om  Di:  Thomas 
Steel's  to  Uxbridge  line,  or  to  make  the  Bridge  over  the  Great 
River  by  Wilson's  Mill,  a  town  charge  for  the  future." 

May  21.  Chose  Joseph  Dorr,  Jr.,  Representative  to  the 
General  Court,  to  represent  the  town  of  Mendon  at  the  Court 
House,  in  Boston,  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  current. 

Voted  "to  help  the  Inhabitants  that  Live  near  to  Israel  Wil- 
son's Mills  respecting  the  Charge  of  the  Bridge  for  the  future." 

The  snbj'ect  of  setting  off  the  East  Precinct  into  a  separate 
town  or  district  was  again  brought  before  the  town,  and,  upon 
motion  made  to  that  effect,  it  was  voted  not  to  set  off  the  said 
Precinct.  The  vote  being  scrupled  the  house  was  ,  divided  by 
the  Moderator,  and,  upon  a  count,  it  was  found  that  there  were 
57  in  the  affirmative  and  64  in  the  negative.  . 

The  Selectmen  were  voted  two  dollars  each  as  pay  for  their 
aervicee  for  the  year. 

Lient.  Ichabod  Ammidown,  it  will  be  remembered,  some  yeare 
before  thifi  had  hired  the  burying  yai-d  of  the  town,  and  as  some 
doubts  had  been  raised  whether  he  had  fulfilled  all  the  con- 
ditions of  his  lease,  Edmond-  Morse,  Edward  Rawson  and  John- 
Tyler  were  chosen  a  committee  to  treat  with  Lieut.  Ichabod 
Ammidown  "to  See  whether  he  }iad  kepi  dose  to  his  Agreement 
with  the  Town  of  Mendon  Respecting  the  Burying  Place." 

At  this  date  the  British  Parliament  were  endeavoring  to 
establish  their  claim  to  tax  the  Colonies  without  their  consent. 
The  Stamp  Act  had  been  repealed,  as  well  as  duties  on  all  other 
articles  except  tea. 

Upon  this  fact  becoming  known  the  leading  merchants  of 

.  Boston,  in  which  they  were  joined  by  the  great  mass  of  the 

people,  entered  into  an  agrbembht  that  they  would  not  sell  or 
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use  any  article  upon  which  the  British  Parhament  shoiild  \ay  a 
duty. 

Sept.  7.  The  town  voted  to  concur  with  the  Town  of  Boston 
in  the  foregoing  agreement. 

Voted  to  raise  £60  for  schoohng,  inchiding  the  interest  of  the 
school  bonds  in  the  sum. 

Eaised  £60  to  defray  town  chai-gee. 


To  the  Assessors  of  Mendon,  Gent,  men. 

These  may  Enfoim  you  that  Josepli  DarUng  doth  usually  attend  the 
puhlic  worship  of  God  with  us  and  we  believe  he  is  conscienciously  of  our 
opinion  &  that  he  doth  belong  to  us, 
BeUingham  July  23.  1767. 

Hezkkiah  Herenden  )  Signed  by  S  of  the  principal  mem- 
HBZEatiAH  Cook  Vbers  of  the  Anabaptist  Church  in 

Samdei  Scott  )  BeUingham,  South  End, 

Copy  Examined,  Attest,  Jambs  Sumnbb,  Town  Clerk. 


1768.  Irtareh  y'  7.  Peter  Wheelock,  Ensign  Samuel  Torrey, 
Benoni  Benson,  Luke  Aldrich  and  Joseph  Penniman  were 
chosen  Selectmen;  James  Sumner,  Town  Clerk;  George  Aldrich, 
Town  Treasurer,  and  Samuel  Warren  and  Jonathan  Wheeleck, 
Constables. 

May  16.  Voted  that  the  South  Precinct  in  Mendon  have  the 
privilege  of  building  a  pound  in  said  preeincjt,  at  their  own  cost, 
and  "  to  be  Stoiled  the  Town  Pound." 

■  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq.,  James  Sumner  and  Dr.  William  Jennison 
were  chosen  acommittee  "to  Give  Beasons  to  the  General  Court 
why  the  Lancaster  Petition  Should  not  be  Granted,  with  Respect 
to  one  half  the  Coui-ts  for  the  County  of  Worcester  being  held  at 
Lancaster." 

It  was  tried  by  a  vote  of  said  Town  whether  the  town  would 
send  a  person  or  persons  to  Represent  them  in  the  Great  and 
General  Court  of  this  Province,  and  the  town  made  no  choice. 

Aug.  39,  Eaised  £60  for  schooling,  and  allowed  the  accounts 
of  Dr.  Daniel  Hews  and  Dr.  John  Corbett  for  doctoring  OUver 
Hayward. 

June  3?.     In  a  settlement  with  some  of  the  Selectmen  there 
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was  found  due  from  Joseph  Benson  $1  whicii  was  carried  in  the 
statement  as  £^  5s.,  old  tenor,  thiis  showing  that  the  paper 
money  of  the  Province  had  become  so  far  depreciated  that  £3  6s. 
was  only  worth  one  dollai-  in  silver. 

Leicebtbk  Sept.  5.  1768 
This  may  Certify  To  all  Poeple  to  Whome  it  may  Concern  That  Josiali 
Ball  of  MendoH  doth  Belong  to  the  Anabaptist  Church  of  Christ  in  Leices- 
ter Under  the  Pastoral  Care  of  Elder  Thomas  Greeu  aod  he  Does  Usually 
&  Frequently  Attend  the  Anabaptist  meeting  and  he  desires  the  Liberty  the 
Law  Gives  in  being  Oleai'ed  from  Paying  of  Rates  for  the  Support  of  these 
of  other  Principles. 
We  who  are  chosen  by  the  Church  to  give  Certificates  to  such. 

Thoma-b  Greeh, 
Thomas  Holman, 
Samuel  Green. 
Copy  examined,  pr.    James  Sdmner.  Town  Clerk. 

Sept.  19.     A  motion  to  sell  the  Miiiistiy  land  was  again  _p<jss(!(? 
in  the  negative,  as  was  also  a  motion  to  divide  the  Ministry 
money  and  bonds  (notes  for  land  already  sold)  equally  among  the 
three  precincts. 
Raised  £100  to  defray  town  charges  the  present  year. 


1769.  March  6.  For  Selectmen,  Lieat.  Benjamin  Wlieeloek, 
Dr.  William  Jennison,  Benoni  Benson,  Lieut.  Oalvin  Smith  and 
Ensign  Samuel  Torrey;  Town  Clerk,  James  Sumner;  Town 
Treasurer,  Gfeorge  Aldrich,  and  Peter  Penniman  and  Samuel 
Warren  for  Constables. 

It  seems  there  was  much  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to 
disposing  of  the  Ministry  land,  for  although  a  vote  was  passed  at 
the  last  meeting  not  to  sell  tHe  Ministry  land,  it  was  now  voted 
to  sell  the  Ministry  land  and  meadow,  not  already  sold,  to  the 
highest  bidder  or  bidders,  the  principal  to  be  kept  in  bank  (at 
interest)  forever  and  the  interest  to  be  paid  annually  for  and 
toward  the  support  of  a  Oongi-egational  minister  or  ministers 
that  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  settled  in  said  town.  Nathan 
Tyler,  Esq.,  James  Sumner  and  Pelatiali  Daiiing  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  sell  the  lands  and  also  authorized,  in  behalf  of  the 
town,  to  make  and  execute  a  lawful  deed  or  deeds  to  convey  the 
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It  was  also  voted  to  divide  the  interest  money  mising  from  the 
Ministry  lands  already  sold,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  sold, 
equally  among  the  three  precincts, 

EEV.  JOSEPH   WILLARD,    FIPTII    MINISTER.    ■ 

April  14,  1767.  Mr.  Dorr,  being  now  well  stricken  in  yeai's, 
and  of  infirm  health,  gave  his  consent  to  the  choice  of  a  colleague, 
as  will  he  eeen  by  the  following  proposals  made  to  the  Precinct, 
and  which  proposals  were  duly  accepted: 

Mendon  April  j'  14tL,  Anno  Dom,  1707 

To  the  First  Precinct  in  Mendon,  in  Precinct  meeting  assembled  by  ad- 
journment. 

Whereas  tUe  Precinct  at  tlieir  meeting  on  the  6th,  instant  Ohose  a  Com- 
mittee to  confer  witli  me  and  to  see  what  sum  I  would  accept  of  annually 
during  my  Natural  Life  and  to  report  to  the  Precinct  at  their  adjournment, 
the  said  Committee  having  attended  tliat  Service  and  desiring  me  to  Give  in 
my  Proposals  to  tlie  Precinct  in  writing;  I  have  Duly  Considered  the  Same 
and  accordingly  Propose  as  follows,  viz.  Considering  the  difficulty  you 
Labour  under  and  to  preserve  Peace  aMong  you  and  to  enable  and  encour- 
ngfi  you  to  proceede  with  Unanimity  and  Chearfulncss  to  the  Settlement  of 
another  Qospell  minister,  I  find  in  myself  a  freedom  to  accept  of  the  sum 
of  Thirteen  Pounds,  Six  Shillings  and  Bight  pence,  Lawful  Money,  Annu- 
ally, During  my  Natural  Life,  tho  at  the  same  time,  as  my  Worldly  Estate 
is  small.  Labour  dear  and  I  am  unable  by  reason  of  my  great  age  ami  In- 
flrmitees  to  manage  my  affairs  to  advantage,  I  am  apprehensive  that  siud 
sum  will  fall  short  of  a  Necessary  Support,  yet  Considering  the  Long  Term 
of  years  I  liave  Laboured  among  you  in  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  I  am  Per- 
suaded, my  Brethren,  you  will  not  See  me  suffer  with  Extreem  want.  I 
can  therefore  Trust  in  the  Providence  of  God  and  Rely  on  your  Generosity 
for  what  furtiier  support  may  be  necessary;  Now  that  the  Spirit  of  Wis- 
dom may  rest  upon  you  to  Direct  you  and  succeede  you  in  all  your  Im- 
portant Transactions,  and  that  the  Redeemer's  Kingdom  may  be  Advanced 
and  Abundantly  flourisli  in  this  place  is  the  Sincere  Desire  and  Prayer  of 
your  Servant  in  Christ. 

Joseph  Dokr. 

PostScript.  Upon  the  Precinct  Accepting  this  Proposal,  that  I  Acquit 
the  Precinct  from  my  whole  Stated  Salary  when  they  shall  Improve  another 
Minister  in  the  Service  with  me. 

June  y"  27,  1767,  a  Mr.  Baleh  wae  hired  to  preach  two  or 
three  months  by  33  votes.  He  afterwai-d  was  settled  over  tlie 
South  Parish,  now  Blackstone. 

March  11,  1768.     There  was  an  ai-ticle  in  the  wan-ant  for  a 
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preoiiiet  meeting,  to  see  ii  they  would  hire  Mr.  Messenger  to 
preach  beyond  the  four  Sabbaths  already  agi'eed  for,  aud,  upon 
this  article,  it  was  voted  "  not  to  act  upon  it." 

At  a  precinct  meeting  held  March  8,  I'i'SS,  the  nineteenth  day 
of  April  next  was  appointed  for  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Willard, 
Mr.  Edmond  Morse  offering  "to  dine  the  Conncil  and  ordained 
Ministers,  Gentlemen  of  Liberal  Education  and  Mr.  Willard's 
Relations  after  the  Ordination  was  over,  upon  hie  own  cost  and 
chai'ge." 

This  decision  of  the  Precinct  was  aii-ived  at  after  a  Mr.  Mes- 
senger, a  Mr.  Penniman  and  Mr.  Willard  had  been  heard  as  can- 
didates, Mr.  Willai'd  being  chosen  by  "  Thirty  written  votes " 
majority.  From  the  Precinct  Records,  we  leai-n  that  the  con- 
tract with  Mr.  Willard  was  made  two  days  before  his  ordiuation, 
as  follows,  viz: 

Memdon  First  Precinct  April  y'  17.  1769. 
We,  tlie  Subscribers,  being  choaen  a  Committee  to  agree  with  Mr.  Joseph 
Willard  in  the  Precinct's  behalf,  Relating  to  hia  Settlement  and  8allary  so 
long  as  he  shall  Carry  on  the  work  of  the  Gospel  Ministry  in  said  Precinct, 
Do,  in  behalf  of  sd.  Precinct,  agree  with  sd.  Mr.  Joseph  Willard  to  give 
him  one  hundred  thirty  and  three  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight  pence,  one 
half  part  fiiei-eof  to  he  paid  to  him  in  one  year  from  Uie  time  that  liis  call 
was  completed  which  will  commence  on  the  sisteenth  day  of  November 
nest  in  the  yearlTTO.as  an  encoumgement  to  settle  s-mongTm  in  the  Ministry. 
And  also  to  pay  him  annually  from  the  Nineteenth  day  of  April  Current, 
tlie  sum  of  Sixty  pounds  Lawful  Money,  and  the  Interest  of  the  Ministry 
money  and  Lands  belonging  to  this  Precinct,  for  his  stated  Salary  so  long 
as  he  shall  Carry  on  the  work  of  the  ministry  among  us  in  this  Precinct, 
agreeable  to  said  Precinct's  votes  oa  recoi'd  Nov.  y  16.  1768  and  February 
y=  6.  1769  and  March  ye  8th.  1769,  and  Provided  Mr,  Willard  should  be 
taken  ofi  from  his  Ministerial  Labours  a  mong  us  by  sickness  or  any  other 
Providence,  in  that  case  we  will  viz.  that  the  sd  Precinct  will  do  what  is  or 
shall  be  Judged  Just  according  to  the  Eules  of  the  Gospel. 

In  witness  whereof  we  hereunto  Set  our  Hands  the  Day  and  year  above 
written. 

Nathan  Tyler     T 

Edwakd  Rawson 

Joseph  Does         ^Committee. 

John  Aujek  [ 

Caleb  Taft.  I 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Doit  died  March  9,  1768,  and  Joseph  Don-, 
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Esq.,  was  the  executor  of  liis  will.  The  length  of  Mr.  Don's 
ministry  was  fifty-two  years.  At  his  decease,  the  Precinct  was 
indebted  to  him  in  the  sEm  of  £31,3.7,  and  which  was  paid  to 
the  executor  April  10,  1770. 

As  eai'ly  as  1771,  discontent  began  to  show  itself  in  the  Pre- 
cinct, by  the  number  whose  ministerial  taxes  were  foregone,  and 
by  an  action  brought  by  Thomas  Taft  against  the  Pi'ecinct  As- 
sessors. 

March  13,  1777.  This  day  Eov.  Joseph  Willard,  being  pres- 
ent, freely  gave  ten  pounds  to  the  First  Parish  toward  the  war. 

Oct.  19,  1778.  At  a  Precinct  meeting  a  motion  was  made  to 
dismiss  M  r.  Willard  from  his  pastoral  relation  with  the  Precinct, 
but  the  motion  failed,  A  motion  was  then  made  and  eaiTied  to 
give  Rev.  Joseph  Willai'd  three  hundred  pounds  "to  ease  his 
grievances  the  present  year."  So  the  meeting  broke  up  without 
acting  on  any  other  of  the  articles  in  the  warrant  or  being  dis- 
solved by  said  Precinct  properly.  Edward  Rawson,  Levi  Eawson 
and  James  Lovett,  the  Clerk  of  the  Precinct,  entered  their  pro- 
test against  the  proceedings,  but  without  assigning  reasons. 

Nov.  2.  It  was  voted  "  to  recall  all  the  votes  Passed  on  the  19th 
of  October  Respecting  raising  Mr.  Joseph  Willai'd's  Salleiy.  Then 
it  was  further  voted  further  not  to  act  any  other  matter  or  thing 
respecting  Mr.  Joseph  Willai'd's  Sallery,  and  so  they  rapi  it  up, 
and  the  meeting  was  Desolved." 

The  troubles  with  Mr.  Willai'd,  supposed  to  have  arisen  prin- 
cipally from  the  dilificulty  of  raising  his  salary,  were  now,  for  a 
while,  held  in  abeyance,  as  we  find  that,  Jan.  23,  1780,  the  Pre- 
cinct voted  to  raise  twelve  hundred  pounds  for  Rev.  Mr.  Wil- 
lard's  support  for  the  present  year.  This  was  undoubtedly  in 
the  depreciated  Continental  currency  of  the  "day,  as  in  1781,  they 
raised  sixty  pounds  of  the  new  emission  of  this  Commonwealth 
for  Mr.  WiUard's  support  the  present  year.  In  1781  sixty 
pounds  "in  hard  money"  was  raised.  It  seems  his  salary  for 
1780  was  not  yet  paid  or  collected,  as  Jan,  15,  1782  they  voted 
that  the  sixty  pounds  for  1780  should  be  assessed  with  the  sixty 
pounds  for  1783. 

The  difficulties  in  the  Precinct  finally  culminated  in  the  dis- 
missal of  Mr.  Willard,  Dec.  4,  1782,  when  the  Precinct,  in  con- 
currence with  the  church,  accepted  the  result  of  the  council 
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recommending  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Willard.  On  the  same  day 
tlie  Precinct  chose  Jizra  Wliitnoy,  Esq.,  of  Douglass,  Gapt. 
Samuel  "Warren,  of  Mllford,  and  James  Hawes,  Esq.,  of  West- 
borongh,  as  ai'bitrators  "to  settle  all  pecuniary  matters  between 
the  Eev,  Joseph  WiUai-d  and  the  First  Parish  in  Mendon." 

The  choice  of  ai'hitrators  did  not  succeed  in  effecting  a  settle- 
ment with  Mr.  Willard,  as  we  find,  soon  after,  that  he  brought 
an  action  against  the  Parish  (precinct)  for  the  arreai-s  of  salary 
claimed  to  be  due  him.  Aug.  14,  ITOS,  the  pai-iah  voted  to  de- 
fend the  suit,  and  Capt.  Peter  Penniman,  Oapt.  John  Tyler  aird 
Levi  Eawson  were  chosen  a  committee  for  that  purpose.  The 
Precinct  Eecords  furnish  no  information  in  regard  to  the  suit  of 
Mr.  Willard,  except  that  Sept,  3,  1785,  it  was  voted  to  raise 
i;i6.10  to  discharge  Peter  Wheelock's  execution  against  the  Pre- 
cinct, and  that  the  committee  give  orders  to  those  i->ersons  "that 
paid  in  the  average  that  was  made  to  discharge  the  execution 
that  Mr.  Willard  had  against  the  Inhabitants." 

May  33.  Mr,  Edward  Bawson  was  chosen  and  deputed  to  rep- 
resent the  town  at  the  Great  and  General  Court  of  the  Province 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  controversy  about  the  road  between  the  land  of  Deacon 
Edward  Bawson  and  laud  improved  by  the  Widow  Mary  Dorr 
(relict  of  Eev.  Joseph  Dorr),  whether  it  be  shut  up  or  remain 
open  down  to  Muddy  Brook,  was  still  unsettled.  Having  been 
sliut,  it  was  now  voted  that  it  should  be  opened.  This  road 
divided  the  lands  now  owned  by  Homer  W.  "Darling  and  James  J. 
Nutter. 

The  poll  tax  for  the  year  1768  was  3s.  8d.,  as  we  find  tliat 
Israel  Wilson's  rate  was  foregone  to  thitt  amount,  he  being  rated 
for  one  poll  wMcJi  he  had  noi. 

It  seems  the  road  from  Jacob  Aldrich's,  Jr.,  to  Uxbridge  line 
had  been  complained  of  to  the  Grand  Jui-y,  and,  at  this  meeting, 
the  town  refused  to  raise  any  money  to  amend  the  same. 

Aug.  28.  Raised  £40,  lawful  money,  to  defray  town  charges, 
and  £60,  lawful  money,  including  the  interest  accruing  from  the 
school  notes,  for  schooling. 

The  town  again  refused  to  raise  any  money  to  repair  the  road 
leading  from  Jacob  Aldrich's  to  Uxbridge  line. 

The  Selectmen  of  1768  wore  allowed  12s.  each  for  their  services. 
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Sept.  14,  1768,  the  Rev. Baleh  was  settled  over  the  South 

or  Third  Parish,  which  had  been  incorporated  in  1766,  at  a  salai-y 
of  £100  a  year,  to  which  private  persons  made  an  addition  of 
£20  a  year,  "  to  he  paid  in  Provisions  and  otlier  Necessaries  of 
Life,  to  continue  nutil  he  shonld  have  a  Farm,  and  then  to  be 
done  in  Labour  on  his  Farm  till  the  Parish  should  raise  hia  Sal- 
ary to  £50  L.  M." 

Soon  after  his  settlement,  however,  according  to  a  pamphlet 
published  by  "an  Inhabitant  of  said  parish  and  printed  in  Bos- 
ton in  1773,"  troubles  began  to  ocenr  in  the  Parish.  Mr.  Balch 
demanded  that  his  wood  should  be  given  him  and  bronght  to  his 
door.  This  demand,  so  the  pamphlet  says,  "was  so  extraordin- 
aiy  that  it  was  very  dissatisfactory  to  some  of  the  principal  In- 
habitants, by  Means  of  which  there  arose  some  Discourse  between 
him  and  them,  in  which  they  say  he  said  many  Things  they 
look  upon  not  reconsileble  with  Truth."  Prom  this  time,  dur- 
ing his  ministry,  there  was  but  little  concord  between  him  and 
the  Pai-ish.  His  ministry  closed  in  1773.  The  pamphlet  says: 
"  On  Saturday  Morniag  March  37.  1773  tefore  it  was  Light  (as  it  after- 
ward appeared)  Mr.  Baich  went  ofl,  carrying  away  one  of  his  Children  with 
him,  and  on  Monday  following  he  sent  Teems  to  carry  off  his  Goods  to 
Dcdhara,  having  sold  liis  House  and  Land  to  a  Quaker." 


1770.  Mai-chS.  Chose  for  Selectmen,  Capt.  Silas  Wheelook  ■ 
James  Sumner,  Ens.  J'eletiah  Darting,  John  Pish  and  Josiah 
Nelson;  Town  Clerk,  James  Sumner.  No  record  is  found  of 
the  choice  of  a  To^vu  Treasurer.  John  Tyler  and-  Joseph 
Thayer  were  chosen  Constables. 

Dr.  Aaron  Wight  was  voted  13s.  for  doctoring  Oliver  Hay- 
ward,  now  dead. 

Voted  "  to  sell  the  Ministry  Common  Rights  in  said  town, 
being  a  Twenty  acre  Right,  from  and  after  the  Eleventh  Di- 
vision, and  the  money  said  Rights  shall  draw  since  said  Division 
to  the  highest  bidder,  and  Mr.  William  Ton-ey,  James  Sumner 
and  Ens.  Peletiali  Dai-liug  were  chosen  a  Committee  to  Set  up 
Said  Rights,  to  vendue  the  same  to  the  Highest  bidder  and  to 
Report  to  the  Town  at  the  nest  town  Meeting." 

Voted  "  that  Mr.  Benoui  Benson  have  liberty  to  set  up  a  Gfrist 
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Mill  a  little  beyond  the  first  Bridge  over  the  Great  Kiver  Near 
where  Samuel  Thompson's  Grist  Mill  stood  provided  he  doth 
not  damnify  the  road,  as  said  Mill  will  stand  a  Little  part  on 
the  road."  Th\sjtrsi  bridge  waa  the  one  from  the  east  bank  of 
the  river  to  the  island  at  Millville. 

About  this  time  there  was  trouble  again  about  Sheffield's  grist 
mill,  and  a  committee  was  choseji  to  inquire  why  Mr.  Sheffield 
did  not  keep  his  mill  in  repair  for  the  benefit  of  the  town, 
agi-eeable  to  original  agreement  made  with  Benjamin  Albee, 
his  heirs  and  assigns.  Once  before  Mr.  Sheffield  was  complained 
of  for  not  keeping  his  mill  in  order,  but  the  matter,  it  is  be- 
lieved, was  soon  adjusted. 

Then,  upon  complaint  made  to  the  town  by  Mr.  John  Hay- 
ward,  that  a  Hogreave  was  very  necessary  in  his  neighborhood, 
Mr.  John  Hayward  was  chosen  Hogrieve. 

Lieut.  Ammidown's  lease  of  the  burying  yard  being  about  to 
expire,  Oapt.  Silas  Wheelock,  Capt.  William  Torrey  and  Lieut. 
Samuel  Penniman  wore  chosen  a  committee  to  consider  of  and 
report  what  method  should  be  adopted  in  regard  to  its  future 
care. 

May  2i.  Edward  Rawson  was  chosen  Representative  "  &y  a 
Olere  Vote." 

The  committee  on  Sheffield's  mill  reported  "that  his  Grist 
Mill  is  not  in  Bepare  to  Grind  the  Town's  Grain  according  to 
■the  former  Contract;  and  then  the  Town  voted  to  disist  pro- 
ceeding against  Lt.  Sheffield  till  an  other  Town  Meeting  in 
order  that  he  may  have  convenient  time  to  Ecpare  said  Grist 
Mill." 

Dec.  3.  The  town  meeting  assembled  at  the  Meeting  House, 
but  immediately  adjourned  to  the  house  of  Mr.  George  Keith, 
innholder  in  said  Mcndon,  by  reason  of  the  coldness  of  the- 
loeather,  having  first  chose  Edward  Rawson,  Moderator. 

The  town  then  voted  "to  make  Defence  against  the  Petition 
of  the  Town  of  Brookfleld,  Relative  to  one  Zebiah  Allen."  This 
is  supposed  to  relate  to  the  settlement  of  a  pauper.  The  town, 
then  voted  "  to  Send  Two  Agents  to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions 
of  the  Peace,  and  chose  for  sd  Agents  Mr.  Edward  Rawson  and 
Joseph  Dorr  Esq.  who  were  instructed  to  Give  in  the  Town's  rea- 
sons why  the  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Brookfleld  should  not  be 
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granted."    11   they-  saw   lit  they  were   authorized   to   employ 
conuseh 


I77I-  Seleetmen,  Caleb  Taft,  Jarnos  Sumner,  Joseph  Thayer, 
Joseph  Bmee  and  Nehemiah  Neleoii;  town  Clerk,  Janiea  Siim- 
ner;  Treasurer,  George  Aldrich,  and  Joseph  Benson  and  Joseph 
Bruce,  Constables, 

Chose  Capt.  Joseph  Daniels,  Lt.  Benjamin  Wheelock  and 
Ens.  Benjamin  Memam  acommittee  "toLeaseoutthe Burying 
Ground  in  the  fii-st  Precinct,  Not  for  a  Longer  time  than  ten 
years,  and  to  let  or  lease  it  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  that  the 
walls  be  Kept  up  in  Good  Repair,  the  Bushes  to  be  kept  down 
&  not  to  be  fed  for  any  other  use  than  feeding  Calves  and 
Sheep." 

The  record  says  that  the  votes  were  then  brought  in  for  a 
County  Eegister;  but  how  many  votes  or  for  whom  they  were 
cast  we  have  no  information. 

For  two  dollars,  Benjamin  Merriam  was  sold  a  atrip  of  land 
at  the  south  end  of  the  Training  Field,  two  rods  wide  on  the 
road,  and  running  to  a  point  on  the  other  end. 

May  33.  The  wan-ant  for  the  meeting  to  choose  a  Represent- 
ative to  tlio  General  Court  was  addressed  to  the  "Freeholders 
and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  that  have  an  estate  of  free- 
hold in  laud  within  this  province  or  ten'itoiy  of  forty  shillings 
per  annum,  or  other  estate  to  the  value  of  forty  pounds." 

Edward  Rawson  was  chosen  Representative  by  108  votes  to  7 
scattering.  The  General  Court  was  appointed  to  be  kept,  for 
his  Majesty's  service,  in  Cambridge,  at  HaiTard  College. 

Voted  "  that  the  town  would  raise  no  more  money,  beside 
the  ,^0  already  voted,  to  repair  the  bridges  at  Benony  Ben- 
■  son's  Grist  Mill,  the  bridge  being  Rifted  or  destroyed  by  the  late 
rains  last  winter." 

Sept.  3.  Voted  to  raise  £60,  lawful  money,  to  defray  town 
charges  the  cun-ent  jeaa-,  and  £60,  including  the  interest  of  the 
school  notes,  for  schooling. 

There  had  been  a  long  dispute  about  repairing  the  road  over 
Pond  Hill  to  Uxbridge,  tJie  town  having  refused  to  raise  any 
money  for  that  purpose.     i^!fter  an  attempt  to  have  the  town 
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indicted,  the  Coiirt  of  the  General  Sessiona  of  the  Peiiee  new 
located. the  road  or  ordered  special  repairs,  which,  for  a  time, 
the  town  refused  to  make.  At  this  meeting,  however,  the  town 
withdrew  its  opposition  by  dismissing  the  article  fi-om  the  war- 
rant i-elating  to  the  laying  ont  of  a  road  from  Thomas  Rist's,  in 
TJxbridge,  to  Ichabod  Ammidown's,  iu  Mendon. 

A  general  perambulation  of  town  lines  was  made  tliis  yeiw.  ■ 

TOWN    VALUATION. 

Mass.  Archives,  Valuation  of  Towns,  Vol.  133,  p.  181. 

Annual  wortli  of  Real  Estate  in  Mendon  without  any  deduc- 
tion for  more  than  ordinary  repairs,  1771  £1100  15  03 

Acres  of  Tillage  in  Mendon 708 

Money  at  interest £3558  05  04 

Ratable  Polls 403 

John  Tyluk      1 
James  Sumnkk  y  Aaaessora. 
Benj.  Read.     ) 
Sworn  to  Sept,  9.  1771 

Before       Josbph  Dorb,  Justice  of  Mie  Peace. 

At  this  meeting  Edward  Rawson  and  John  Tyler,  gentlemen, 
were  chosen  agents  to  take  out  an  execution  against  the  town  of 
Brookfleld  for  costs  relating  to  the  case  of  Zebiali  AUen,  a 
pauper. 

Whether  the  Town  Clerk  had  any  misgivings  as  to  the  ballot 
at  the  next  annual  town  meeting,  we  cannot  say,  but  he  closed 
his  record  for  the  year  as  follows: 

"  Finis!  wishing  .Much  joy  to  tlic  Next  Town  Cierl(." 


1772.  March  y°  3,  Chose  for  Selectmen,  John  Tyler,  Daniel 
Sumner,  Joseph  Day,  Peter  Penniman  and  Seth  Nelson;  Town 
Clerk,  (notwitlistanding  Ms  valedictory,)  James  Sumner;  Town 
Treasurer,  George  Aldrich;  Joseph  Benson,  Joseph  Bruce  and 
John  Jones,  Constables. 

March  16.  Raised  ^6300  for  repairing  roads,  and  the  tax  was 
to  be  levied  on  the  valuation  of  1771,  as  heretofore  recorded, 
and  made  by  April  1.  Three  shillings  a  day  were  allowed  for  a 
man  and  three  shillings  a  day  for  cai't  and  oxen  before  July  1, 
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and  two  eliilliugs  a  day  for  a  man  and  two  shillings  a  day  for  a 
cart  and  oxen  in  September,  work  to  begin  at  8  A.  M. 

May  18.  Edward  Rawson  was  chosen  Representative  to  the 
Great  and  General  Court,  to  be  held  at  Harvard  College,  in 
Cambridge,-  May  27th  instant. 

A  list  of  juroi-s  was  accepted,  and  one  quarter  part  to  serve  at 
the  Superionr  Court,  were  selected  by  the  town  and  put  in  one 
box,  and  the  remainder  in  another  box,  for  the  Superiour  Court 
—one  hundi-ed  and  fifty  in  all. 

The  long  controversy  about  opening  or  closing  the  road  be- 
tween the  lands  of  Deacon  Edward  Rawson  and  the  estate 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Doit,  quite  probably  gave  rise  to  a  peti- 
tion to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  to  lay  out  a 
road  from  neai-  the  house  of  the  late  Rev,  Mr,  Joseph  Don- 
tlu'ough  the  East  Precinct  to  HoUiston  line,  and  Peter  Penni- 
man  and  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq.,  were  chose  to  oppose  the  location. 
The  road  was  not  laid  out. 

Sept.  7.  Raised  £60  for  schooling,  including  the  interest  of 
the  school  money,  and  £80  for  town  charges. 

Oct.  5.  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  assist  the  Town  Treasurer 
in  renewing  the  bonds  and  notes  due  the  town  for  Ministry  lands 
and  rights  sold,  and  that  they  all  be  made  payable  or  out  on  or 
about  the  first  day  of  Januaiy,  agi'eeable  to  a  former  vote  of  tlie 
town. 

Diu-ing  tiie  latter  pai't  of  the  winter  of  1770  and  1771,  the 
floods  ill  the  Great  River  had  carried  away  the  bridges  near 
Benoni  Benson's  gi'ist  mill,  and  tbe  town  had  voted  £30  for  new 
bridges.  This  sum,  it  is  supposed,  was  not  sufficient  for  the 
purpose,  as  the  town  was  called  upon  for  another  appropriation. 
This  they  refused,  and  also  voted  that  the  inhabitants  in  the  Sixth 
Highway  District  (in  which  district  the  bridges  were  located) 
should  not  be  excnsed  from  other  ehai-ges  for  bridges,  provided 
they  would  build  the  bridges  in  the  Sixth  District,  nor  should 
they  be  relieved  from  paying  their  proportion  of  the  £20  already 
appropriated.     The  bridges,  however,  were  rebuilt. 


1773.     In  a  warrant  for  a  town  meeting  to  be  held  Feb.  10, 
1773,  the  second  article  is  in  the  following  words,  viz:  "  To  see 
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what  the  town  will  act  relative  to,  the  Letter  of  Correspondence 
from  the  Town  of  Boston  to  this  Town." 

At  a  town  meeting  of  the  freeholders  and  o  therein  habitants  of 
tlie  town  of  Mendon,  legally  qualified,  warned'  and  assembled,  at 
the  First  Precinct  Meeting  House,  in  said  Mendon,  February 
y°  10th,  1773,  Mr,  John  Tyler  was  chosen  Moderator. 

Then  was  laid  before  the  meeting  the  letter  or  pamphlet  of  the 
Committee  of  Con'espondenee  of  the  town  of  Boston,  "  Shewing, 
in  Sundi-y  Respects,  where  sundry  of  our  Invaluable  Cliarter 
Bights  and  Privileges  were  Infringed  upon,  by  sundry  late  Acts 
of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  Imposing  Duties  or  Taxa- 
tions on  the  Colonists  in  America  and  the  Province  or  Colony  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  particulai\" 

Itwas  tried  by  a  vote  if  the  town  would  act  on  the  important 
matter,  and  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Then  voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  seven  freeholders  of  said 
town  "  to  Consider  a  matter  of  so  Great  Importance  and  prepai-e 
Resolves  proper  for  said  meeting  to  Act  and  Resolve  on,  at  the 
adjonrment  of  this  meeting." 

Chose  for  said  committee  Joseph  Don-,  Esq.,  James  Sumner, 
John  Tyler,  Deacon  Edwai'd  Eawson,  Lieut.  Joseph  Johnson  and 
,  William  Torrey,  when  the  meeting  was  adjourned  until  the  first 
day  of  March  at  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  at  the  meeting  house. 

March  1,  At  a  town  meeting  by  adjournment  from  Feb.  10, 
1773,  the  ehainnan  of  the  committee  appointed  to  prepaj'e  re- 
solves to  be  laid  before  the  town  for  their  consideration  at  this 
time,  relative  "to  our  Eights  and  Privileges  as  Men,  Christians 
and  Subjects,  and  the  Infringement  of  them  by  Sundry  Acts  of 
the  British  Parliament,  acquainted  the  Moderator  that  he  was 
ready  to  make  Report  and  read  the  same  as  follows,  viz: 

1.  Resolved,  That  all  men  have  naturally  an  Equal  Kiglit  to  Life,  Liberty 
and  Property. 

3.  Resolved,  Tliat  all  Just  and  lawful  Government  must  necessarily 
original*  in  the  free  Consent  of  the  Poeple. 

3.  Hesolved,  That  the  Good,  Safety  and  Happiness  of  the  Poeple  ia  the 
gi'eat  end  of  Civil  Qovemment,  and  must  tie  considered  as  the  only  rational 
object  in  all  Original  Compacta  and  Political  Institutions, 

4,  Resolved,  That  a  principle  of  Self  Preservntion,  being  deeply  planted 
by  the  G  od  of  Nature  in  every  human  breast,  is  as  necessary  not  only  to  the 
well  being  of  Individuals,  but  also  to  the  Order  of  the  Universe,  as  Alti'ac- 
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tioa  anil  Cohesion  are  to  the  preservntion  of  material  bodies  and  the  oi-dev 
of  tlie  Natui'al  W-orlil,  Therefore 

5.  Resolved,  That  a  Voluntary  Renunciation  of  any  Powers  or  Privileges, 
included  or  neoessarily  connected  with  a  principle  of  Self  Presei'vatioB  is 
necesaaiily  acting  counter  to  the  Great  Author  of  Nature,  the  Supreme 
Legislator,  Therefore, 

6.  Hesolved,  That  a  Right  to  Liberty  nud  Property  (which  in  one  of  the 
Natural  Means  of  Self  Preservation)  is  absolutely  umaliemable,  and  can 
never,  lawfutly,  he  given  up  by  ourselves  or  taken  fi-om  us  by  others. 

7.  Besolved,  That  the  claim  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
power  of  Legislation  for  the  Colonies,  in  all  cases  whatever,  is  extremely 
alarming  and  threatens  the  total  deprivation  of  every  thing  Ihat  is  dear  tmd 
valuable  in  life,  and  is,  we  humbly  conceive,  abhorrent  from  the  spirit  and 
genius  of  the  British  Constitution  which  ,is  Libekty;  destructive  of  the 
Immunities  and  Pi-ivilegos  granted  us  in  our  Royal  Chai'ter,  which  assures 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  all  the  Libektibs  and  iMMUNrnEB  of 
FKBB  AND  NATCBAi  BOBN  SUBJECTS  OF  Engi,and  ;  and  In  reality  is  not 
reconcilable  to  the  most  obvious  principles  of  Iteason,  as  it  subjects  us  to  a 
State  of  Vassalage  and  denies  those  essential  Natuhal  Riqhtb,  which, 
being  the  gift  of  GOD  AUMIGHTY,  is  not  in  the  power  of  man  to  alienate. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  late  Revenue  Act,  by  which  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain  have  assumed  and  exercised  a  Power  of  Giving  and  Granting 
to  his  Majesty  the  propei'ty  of  the  Colonists,  without  their  consent,  is  a 
grievous  Infringment  of  the  Bight  of  disposing  of  our  own  Estates. 

9.  Resolved,  That  the  unlimited  power  vested  in  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Customs  of  creating  inferior  Offlcersand  Collectors  and  the  exhorbitant 
power  to  these  under  officers  and  Ministers  to  enter,  at  pleasure,  any  houses 
or  other  places  and  to  break  open  trunks,  chests,  i&c.  upon  bare  suspicion 
of  goods  concealed,  is  a  grievous  Violation  of  the  Sacred  Right  of  Do- 
mestic Security. 

10.  Resolved,  That  introducing  and  quartering  Standing  Armies  in  a  free 
country  in  times  of  peace,  without  the  consent  of  the  People,  is  a  violation 
of  their  rights  as  Free  Men. 

11.  Besolved,  That  the  enormous  Extension  of  the  Power  of  the  Courts 
of  Vice  Admiralty,  in  a  great  measure  deprives  the  Poeple  in  the  Colonies 
of  the  Inestimable  Right  to  Trials  by  Juries. 

13.  Besolved,  Tliat  the  Act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  Pai'liament,  en- 
titled "An  Act  for  the  better  preserving  bis  Majesty's  Dock  Yards,  Maga- 
zines, Ships,  Ammunition  and  Stores,"  by  virtue  of  which  Act  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Colonies  may,  for  certain  supposed  offences  committed  against 
said  Act,  be  arrested  and  carried,  from  their  families,  to  any  pai't  of  Great 
Britain,  there  to  be  tried,  is  an  Infringement  not  only  of  our  Constitutional 
Privileges  as  Colonists,  but  of  our  Natural  essential  Rights  as  Men, 

13.  Resolved,  That  the  Acts  for  pi-ohibiting  Slitting  Mills  for  manufac- 
turing our  own  iron  and  restraining  tlie  Manufacture  and  Transpoi-tation  of 
Hats,  as  they  deprive  us  of  the  natural  advantages  of  our  own  climate,  the 
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produce  of  our  own  country  and  the  honest  fniits  of  our  own  Labour  and 
Industry  are  very  unreasonable  and  injurious. 

14.  Kesolved,  That  the  Act  restraining  the  transportation  of  Wool  (the 
produce  of  our  own  Farms)  smn  omr  u  ferj-y,  subjects  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  Province  to  a  great  an  unreasonable  Expense,  and  a  violation  of  our 
Charter  Privileges,  whereby  all  Havens,  Rivers  i&c.  are  expressly  granted 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  and  their  Successors,  to  their  own  proper 
use  and  behoof  forever. 

15.  Resolved,  That  the  Sxing  a  Stipend  to  the  Office  of  the  Governor  of 
this  Province,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  American  Revenue,  rendering  hira  in- 
dependent of  the  free  Grants  of  the  Poeple,  has  a  necessary  tendency  to 
destroy  that  Balance  of  Power  which  ought  to  exist  between  the  several 
branches  of  the  Legislature. 

16.  Resolved,  That  the  affixing  Stipends  to  the  offices  of  the  judges  of 
the  Superiour  Court  of  Judicature  and  rendering  thorn  independent  of  the 
Poeple  and  dependent  on  the  Crown  for  Support  may  hereafter  (consider- 
ing the  depravity  of  human  nature,)  be  improved  to  purposes  big  with  tlie 
most  fatal  consequences  to  the  good  Poeple  of  this  Province, 

17.  Resolved,  That  the  wresting  out  of  our  hands  Castle  WUliam,  the 
principal  fortress  of  this  Province,  and  gari'isoniug  it  with  his  Majesty's 
i-egidar  Troops  is  a  violation  of  our  Charter  Privileges. 

18.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  mind  and  desire  of  this  Town  that  the 
judges  of  the  Superiour  Court  of  Judicature  and  all  other  Officers  who 
receive  grants  fi'om  the  Province  should  have  an  honourable  support 
agreeable  to  the  dignity  and  importance  of  their  respective  stations. 

19.  Resolved,  That  the  Repi'esentative  of  this  Town  be  and  he  is  hereby 
instructed  to  use  his  utmost  endeavours,  in  a  constitutional  manner,  for  the 
Redress  of  the  iiforementioned  grievances;  and  that  he  in  no  wise  consent 
to  the  giving  up  of  any  of  our  Rights,  whether  derived  to  us  by  nature  or 
by  Compact  or  Agreement, 

Finally,  When  we  reflect  on  the  ai'duous  enterprize  of  our  Forefathers 
in  transporting  themselves  to  the  wilds  of  Ameilca,  the  innumerable 
fatigues  and  dangers,  the  vast  expense  of  treasure  and  blood  that  attended 
their  beginning  and  carryingon  a  Settlement  here  among  the  Savages  of  tlie 
Desert  and  at  the  same  time  consider  the  prodigious  accession  of  wealth 
and  power  to  the  mother  Country  from  their  extended  settlements,  it  still 
sets  a  keener  edge  on  a  sense  of  our  numerous  grievances  and  we  cannot 
help  viewing  the  late  rigorous  and  burdensome  Impositions  laid  on  us  hy . 
the  hand  of  the  Parent  country,  as  a  departure  from  those  truly  noble  and 
magnanimous  Principlkb  of  Libbrty  wliich  used  heretofore  to  add  a 
distinguishing  Lustre  and  Glory  to  the  British  Crown. 

Voted  that  the  foregoing  Resolves  be  entered  in  the  Town  Book  that  our 
Ciiildren,  in  yeai-s  to  come,  may  know  the  sentiments  of  their  Fathers  in 
Regard  to  our  Invaluable  Ribhts  abd  Libebtibs. 

Voted  that  the  Town  Clerk  be  directed  and  he  is  accordingly  directed  to 
transmit  a  fair  attested  copy  of  the  foregoing  Resolves  and  proceedings  of 
the  Town  to  tlic  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  tlie  Town  of  Boston, 
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Tlie  committee  lioretofore  chosen  to  i-eport  on  the  siibject  of  a 
'work 'house  reported  in  favor  of  building  one,  and,  upon  the 
acceptance  and  adoption  of  their  report,  the  vote  was  a  tie,  but, 
upon  a  second  trial,  27  voted  in  the  affirmative  and  24  in  the 
negative. 

Mai-ch  1.  George  Aldrich,  James  Sumner,"  Levi  Aidrich, 
Abraham  Staples  and  Samnel  Warren  were  chosen  Selectmen; 
Joseph  Doit,  Esq.,  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  and  John  Albee, 
Joseph  Jones  and  Seth  Kelly,  Constables. 

Mai-ch  18.  Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed  Feb.  10,  -'to 
■  Baild  a  Work  House." 

Raised  £300  to  repair  highways,  aud  that  3s.  6d.  per  day  be 
idlowed  a  mau  and  the  same  for  a  team  in  the  months  of  May 
and  June,  and  that  Is.  8d.  per  day  for  a  man  aud  tlie  same  for 
a  team  in  the  months  of  September  and  October. 

Voted  not  to  grant  Mr.  Dix's  petition,  but  neither  the  war- 
rant or  the  proceedings  inform  ns  what  Mr.  Dix  })rayed  for. 

The  road  fi-om  the  County  Road  to  Muddy  Brook,  between 
the  lands  of  Deacon  Edward  Rawson  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Don-'s 
heirs,  came  up  again  for  consideration.  A  committee  reported 
that  since  1758,  Deacon  Rawson  had  hadtheiiseof  the  road,  (the 
same  being  shut  up,)  and  that  for  the  rent  he  was  indebted  to 
the  town  five  pounds.  Deacon  Rawson  presented  his  account 
against  the  town  and  a  baJance  of  seven  shiUings  and  eleven 
pence  was  foand  due  the  town. 

John  Ohapin,  objecting  to  a  road  laid  out  by  the  Selectmen, 
from  his  house  to  EUis's  Mill,  (recently  E.  G.  Gaskill's)  the 
subject  was  mutually  refen-ed  to  'llmothy  Rockwood  of  Bel- 
lingham,  Deacon  Samuel  Scott  of  Bellinghara,  and  Col.  John 
Spring  of  Northbridge,  who  located  the  road,  awai-ding  John 
Chapin  £11  and  Stephen  Chapin  £1  10s.  as  damages. 

May  7.  Chose  Deacon  Edwai-d  Eawson  Representative  to  the 
General  Court. 

Aug.  30.  Voted  to  raise  £1S0  for  town  charges,  and  £(iO, 
exclusive  of  the  interest  of  the  school  fund,  for  schooling. 

Committees  were  chosen  to  consider  what  repairs  should  be 
made  to  the  bridge' over  Mill  Rivei-,  neai-  Seth  Kelley's,  aud  also 
to  the  bridge  near  Eliphalet  Wood's, 
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1774.  March  7.  ChoseforSelectmen,  Henry Penniman, Gideon 
Albee,  Joseph  Beneon,  Jr.,  Benjamin  Wheelock,  Jr.,  and  Aaarisih' 
Newton;  Josepli  Doit,  Esq.,  Town  Clevk  and  Treasiirer,  and 
Pefcer  Peiinimim,  Samuel  Warren  and  Joseph  Benson,  Jr.,  Con- 
stables. Benjamin  Staples  was  chosen  Tithingman  for  the  First 
Precinct,  Caleb  Boynton  for  the  second,  and  Aai'on  Evei-ett  for 
the  third;  Ene.  Benjamin  Meriiam  and  John  Ci'Ooks,  Deer 
Keives. 

Voted  not  to  set  off  Ebenezer  Hoibrook  to  Bellingham. 

Tlio  road  between  Deacon  Edwai-d  Rawson  and  widow  Miuy 
Dorr,  is  again  np  for  consideration,  and  this  time  the  town 
accepted  the  laying  out  a  road  four  rods  wide,  located  by  the 
Selectmen  Oct.  13,  1773,  from  tlie  Conntj  Road  across  Muddy 
Brook  to  the  Eight  E«d  Road,  and  voted  not  to  rent  the  same 
to  Mrs.  Mary  Dorr,'who  desired  to  liave  the  same.  This  road, 
from  the  County  Road  to  Muddy  Brook,  was  between  the  fai'ms 
at  present  owned  by  Homer  W.  Dai-ling  and  James  J,  Nutter. 

May  16.  "Upon  a  motion  made,  "Voted  that  tlie  Inhabitants 
of  Mendon  do  not  approve  of,  but,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power, 
will  discountenance  all  Mobbs,  Riots  and  disorderly  assemblies, 
and  especially  night  mohb'<  "  It  is  probable  that  the  sacking  of 
Governor  Hutchinson  s  house  m  the  night  time  by  a  mob, 
although  it  occuiied  eight  jeais  pievions,  must  have  been  the 
occasion  of  the  pass  i^e  of  this  vote 

Deacon  Edwud  Riwson  was  chosen  Representative  to  the 
General  Court. 

July  14.  A  legal  town  meeting  was  lield  this  day  and  Deacon 
Gideon  Albee  was  chosen  Moderator. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  then  passed. 
By  whom  they  were  proposed  the  record  does  not  inform  us. 

Tlie  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  having  talien  iotp  serious  con- 
sideration the  precarious  state  of  the  Litierties  of  North  America,  and  more 
especially  the  present  distressed  cooditiou  of  this  Province,  emharrasHed  as 
it  is  by  several  Acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  tending  to  the  entire  sub- 
version of  our  Natural  and  Ohai'ter  Rights,  among  which  is  the  blocking 
up  the  Harbor  of  Boston:  and  being  fully  sensibTe  of  our  indispenaible 
Duty  to  lay  hold  on  every  means  in  onr  power  to  recover  and  preserve  the 
much  injured  Constitution  of  our  Country,  and  conscious,  atthesametirae, 
of  no  alternative  between  tlie  Horrors  of  Slavery  or  the  Carnage  and  Deso- 
lation of  a  Oivil  War,  but  the  suspension  of  all  Commercial  Intercoui-se 
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with  tliu  Island  of  Great  Britain,  We  the  Inliabitanls  of  said  Town  of  Men- 
don  do  come  into  the  following  Resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  from  henceforth  we  will  suspend  all  Commereial  In- 
tercourse with  the  Island  of  Great  Britain  untD  the  said  Act  for  Bloclcing 
up  the  said  Hai'bor  of  Boston  be  Repealed  and  a  Reslorition  of  our  Charter 


3.  Resolved,  That  we  will  not,  knowingly  puichaae  or  suffer  ajiy  one 
under  us  to  purctiase  or  consume,  in  any  manner  any  goods,  wai'es  or 
merchandize  we  shall  know  or  liave  good  reason  to  suspect  to  be  imported 
into  America  from  Great  Britian  aforesaid  from  and  attei  the  last  day  of 
August  next  ensuing. 

3,  Resolved,  Tliat  if  any  persons,  preferring  their  own  private  intei'est  to 
the  Salvation  of  their  now  perishing  Countiy,  shall  still  continue  to  import 
goods  from  Great  Britain  or  shall  pui-chase  of  those  who  do  import,  they 
shall  he  looked  upon  and  treated  by  us  as  persons  inimical  to  their 
country. 

Voted  to  choose  a  Committee  of  Correspondence  to  correspond 
with  the  Committeea  of  Correspondence  of  the  several  towns 
within  the  Province,  or  with  the  (Jommitteos  of  0orr6Si>on(lence 
of  other  Governments. 

COMMITTEE   OF   (.■OKKEyPOKDENCE. 

Capt.  Nathan  Tyler,  Deat;on  Edward  Rawson,  Mr.  Jamos 
Sumuer,  Elder  Nathaniel  Nelson  and  Mr.  Benoni  Benson. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  make  such  addition  to  the  town 
stock  as  in  their  judgment  they  think  necessaiy.  By  the  town 
stock  was  nndonbtedly  meant  ai'ms  and  ammunition,  thus  get- 
ting ready  for  the  4th  of  July,  1776! 

Sept,  38.  Deacon  Edward  Bawson,  was  chosen  Representa- 
tive to  the  General  Court,  to  meet  at  Salem,  Oct.  5,  but,  before 
that  day,  the  General  Court  was  dissolved  by  Governor  Gage.  ■ 
Notwithstanding  this  action  of  the  Governor,  those  who  had 
been  chosen  as  Representatives  met  on  the  appointed  day  and 
resolved  themselves  into  the  first  Provincial  Congress.  On  the 
Ttb,  this  Congi-ess  was  organized  by  the  choice  of  John  Hancock 
as  Chau'man,  and  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Clerk,  and  provision  was 
made  to  open  the  daily  sessions  with  prayer.  The  Congress 
was  then  adjourned  to  meet  the  next  Tuesday  at  Concord,  being 
Oct.  11th. 

It  seems  to  have  been  determined,  before  the  dissolution  of 
the  General  Court,  that  a  Provincial  Congress  should  be  held  at 
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"Concord  on  tlie  11th  day  of  October,  for  on  the  same  day  (Sept. 
aStli),  when  Deacon  Haweon  was  chosen  Representative  to  the 
General  Court,  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq.,  was  chosen  a  Delegate  to 
attend  the  Provincial  Congress  to  he  held  at  Concord  on  the 
11th  of  October  next. 

This  Congress  i-ecoramended  the  towns  "to  see  that  each 
minute  man  should  he  immediately  eqiiipped  with  an  effective 
fire  arm,  bayonet,  ponch,  knapsack  and  thii-ty  rounds  of  cart- 
ridges and  balls,  and  be  drilled  three  times  a  week."  Before  tlje 
adjournment,  provision  was  made  for  calling  a  future  Congi-ess, 
and  Henry  Gardner  was  appointed  Treasurer  and  Receiver  Gen- 
eral of  the  Province, 

At  tliis  meeting  Capt.  Nathan  Tyler,  Doct.  William  Jonnison 
and  Mr.  Benoni  Benson  (one  fi-om  each  Precinct)  were  elioeeu  a 
committee  to  report  what  sum  wo\ild  be  necessaiyfor  tlie  public 
defence,  ai  iht/i  time,  and  to  report  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Then  Doct.  Jennison  proposed  to  make  a  present  to  the  town 
of  asix-pounderfield  piece;  the  town  voted  to  accept  of  the  same, 
and  also  voted  the  tlianks  of  the  town  to  Doct.  Jennison  for  his 
donation. 

Voted  to  purchase  a  twelve-pounder  field  piece,  with  oai-riage 
for  the  same  and  equipments,  and  Doct,  Jennison,  Capt.  Joseph 
Daniels  and  Mr.  Henry  Penniman  were  clioson  a  committee  to 
prociire  the  same. 

The  sixth  article  in  the  warrant  was  "to  see  if  the  Town  will 
allow  any  that  oi'e  or  may  be  employed  in  the  Town's  service  any 
w;^es  therefor." 

"Voted  that  the  sixth  ai-ticle  stiiside." 

Elder  Nelson,  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq.,  Mr.  James  Sumner,  Capt. 
Tyler  and  Ens.  Peletiah  Dai'ling  were  chosen  a  committee  to  give 
instructions  to  the  Representative  to  the  General  Court. 

The  vote  to  purchase  a  twelve-pounder  field  piece  was  recon- 
sidered, and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  purchase  two  six-pounders,  and 
Doct.  Jennison,  Capt.  Joseph  Daniels  and  Mr.  Peter  Penniman 
were  chosen  a  committee  to  purchase  the  field  pieces,  fire  arms 
and  ammunition. 

Voted  that  one-third  pai't  of  the  soldiers  on  the  military  list 
be  enlisted  as  Minute  Men,  and  that  Lieut.  Smith,  Lieut.  Wai-- 
reu  and  Mr.  Heniy  Penniman.  be  a  committee  to  provide  8ui>- 
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plies  for  the  Minate  Men,  if  called  to  march  on  an  expedition. 

Sept.  5„  Raised  £100  to  defray  town  charges,  and  £60,  in- 
cluding the  interest  of  the  school  money,  for  schools. 

The  Treasurer  was  directed  to  collect  the  interest  on  the  Min- 
istiy  money,  and,  if  payment  was  delayed,  then  to  call  in  the 
principal. 

The  fifth  ai'ticle  in  the  wan-ant  for  this  meeting  was  dismissed, 
and  which  was,  "  to  see  if  they  would  allow  the  South  Precinct 
to  draw  their  portion  of  the  interest  of  the  Ministiy  money  when 
they  do  not  have  a  minister." 

Nov,  7.  At  a  town  meeting  held  this  day  for  some  reasons, 
wliicli  do  not  appear  upon  the  record,  after  some  "filibuster- 
ing;" the  meeting  was  adjourned  "  to  this  day  come  sev'  night 
at  10  o'clock  a.  m," 

At  the  adjourned  meeting,  although  there  was  no  article  in 
the  warrant  for  that  piii-pose,  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq.,  was  chosen  a 
Delegate  to  the  Provincial  Congi'ess,  which  was  to  meet  at  Cam- 
bridge, I'eb.  1,  1715.  Deacon  Edward  Rawson  was  also  directed 
to  attend  the  Convention,  agreeable  to  the  instructions  ali-eady 
given  him  as  a  Representative  to  the  General  Court,  which  met 
at  Salem  on  the  38th  of  September  last.  Tliis  was  the  second 
Provincial  Congress,  and  was  soon  adjourned  to  Concord. 

Tlie  "  filibustering "  at  the  meeting  Nov.  7  may  have  been 
occasioned  by  the  efforts  of  Timothy  Euggles,  of  Hardwick, 
who  was  endeavoring  to  develop  the  loyal  sentiment  in  the 
Province  by  circulating  papers  in  eveiy  town,  "  calling  upon  the 
friends  of  Covernment  to  form  Associations  to  counteract  the 
designs  of  the  Provincial  Congress."  The  fillibustering  con- 
sisted in  efforts  to  dismiss  the  Committee  of  Con-espondence,  to 
dissolve  the  meeting  and  to  reconsider  the  votes  passed  at  a  for- 
mer meeting;  but,  as  the  malcontents  met  with  little  success,  no 
further  attempt  was  made. 

Nov,  14.  At  a  meeting  specially  held  to  consider  tJie  recom- 
mendation of  the  Provincial  Congress  passed  Oct.  28th  iiltimo, 
wlien  Henry  Gai'dner  was  appointed  Treasurer  and  Receiver 
General,  the  town 

Voted,  That  the  public  PiMvincial  monies  uncollected  or  such 
monies  as  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Constables  of  said  t.own,  be 
paid  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  Receiver  General,  agi'oeable  to  the 
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resolve  of  the  Pi'oviiicial  CoDgress„and  tliat  the  sums  of  money 
as  were  gi'anted  at  the  last  session  of  the  (leneral  Court  be  as- 
sessed and  paid  in  as  aforesaid. 

Voted,  that  the  respective  Constables  (collectors)  be  directed, 
atid  they  ai-e  hereby  directed,  to  collect  and  pay  in  tlie  Provin- 
cial tax  to  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  and  tliat  the  town  will  indem- 
nify the  Constables,  agi-eeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  Provineial  Con- 
Dec,  37.  Voted  to  order  tiie  present  assessors  to  assess  the 
sum  of  £113. 10s,  reported  by  the  committee  Sept.  38  last,  to  piu'- 
ehase  field  pieces,  Are  arms,  &c.,  as  expressed  in  said  i-eport. 

Chose  Deacon  Edward  Eawsou,  Ool.  Silas  Wheelock,  Capt. 
Gershom  Nelson,  .Capt.  Nathan  Tyler,  Capt.  Jasper  Daniels, 
Lieut,  Samuel  Warren,  Capt.  -Samiiel  Green,  Lieut.  Benoni  Ben- 
son and  Capt.  John  Tyler,  "to  look  into  the  state  of  the  Soldiery 
with  regard  to  ai-ms  and  to  view  said  arms." 

In  consequence  of  shutting  up  the  hai-bor  of  Boston  aiid  other 
tyrannical  measures  of  Gov.  Gage,  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  and 
Charlestown  had  come  to  be  in  straightened  circumstances,  some 
of  them  being  in  want  of  the  necessaries  of  lifel  In  consequence 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  many  towns 
took  up  contributions  for  their  relief.  Mendon  made  choice  of 
Capt.  Nathan  Tyler,  Doct.  William  Jennison  and  Capt.  Joseph 
Daniels  as  a  committee  to  receive  the  collection  for  the  towns  of 
Boston  and  Oharlestown. 

Voted  that  a  Committee  of  Inspection  of  sev.en  persons  be  ap- 
pointed "to  carry  the  Association  Resolve  into  Execution,  agree- 
able to  the  10th.  Resolve  of  the  Continental  Congi-ess  for  Inven- 
torying Goods  imported  fi'om  Great  Britain  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  December  current  to  tlie  first  day  of  Febniary  next, 
and  to  make  sale  of  the  same,  if  need  be,  agreeable  to  tlic  Re- 
solves of  Congress  respecting  the  same." 

The  following  ai-e  the  names  of  the  committee,  viz:  Joseiih 
Dorr,  Esq.,  Mr.  Josialr  Wheelock,  Lient  Benoni  Benson,  Deacon 
Edward  Rawson,  Mr.  James  Sumner,  Capt.  Nathan  Tyler  and 
Ensign  Peiatiah  Darling. 

Voted  to  choose  one  delegate  "  to  represent  this  town  in  a  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  to  be  held  at  Cambridge  on  the  first  day  of 
February  next,  or  at  such  other  time  and  place  as  the  delegates 
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of  Charlestown,  Cambridge,  Roxbnry,  Brookline  and  Dorches- 
ter, or  a  major  part  of  them,  ehiill  ai)poiut,  agreeable  to  tJie 
recommendation  of  the  last  Provincial  Congress." 

Chose  Deaeou  Edward  Kawsoii,  Delegate.  But  it  will  be  seen 
that  Deacon  Hawson  vras  unable  to  attend  the  Congress  and 
another  wae  chosen  in  his  stead. 

Voted  unanimouely  "that  the  Town  do  approve  of  theKesolves 
of  the  Continental  Congress  passed  at  Philadelphia  in  September  , 
hist." 

In  tlie  jonrnal  of  the  Provincial  Congi'ess,  p.  319,  may  be 
found  the  "Jonraal  of  the  Convention  of  the  Committees  of 
Correspondence  and  Delegates  of  Worcester  County,  Ang.  9. 
17T4." 

From  Mendon  were  Capt.  Nathan  Tyler,  Deacon  Edward 
Eawson,  Mr.  James  Sumner,  Elder  Nathaniel  Nelson  and  Mr, 
Benoni  Benson. 

A  committee  of  ten,  of  which  Deacon  Rawson  was  one,  and 
Timothy  Bigelow,  of  Worcester,  was  chaii-man,  was  chosen  "to. 
send  a  Letter  to  all  the  Towns  and  Districts  in  the  County, 
which  have  not  Chosen  Committees  of  Correspondence;  desir- 
ing them  to  choose  such  Committees  or  send  Delegates  to  rep- 
resent them  at  the  adjournment  of  this  Convention." 

The  following  Circular  Letter  wae  their  report: 

Worcester  August  0.  1774. 
Friends  and  Brethren 

The  Committees  of  CorrespoD deuce  from  a  majority  of 
the  Towns  in  tliis  County  have  now  convened  at  Worcester,  iu  order  to 
consult  and  determine  upon  the  most  regular  steps  to  be  taken  and  recom- 
mended, to  tlie  several  Towns  iu  this  County,  at  this  truly  critical  and 
alarmiug  crisis;  whea  it  no  longer  remwus  a  doubt  that  the  acts  annihi- 
lating OUT  free  Constitution  aie  actually  come  authenticated,  attended  with 
three  more  transports  and  a  stiip  of  war,  and  the  Council,  appointed  ijy 
his  Majesty,  are  about  to  take  the  oaths  required  for  that  oflice. 

In  the  first  place  we  beg  leave  to  observe  that  a  considerable  number  of 
Towns,  in  this  Countj',  have  not  yet  cho'en  Committees  and  by  that  means 
may  not  have  received  the  letlei  notifying  the  Convention:  therefore  we 
earnestly  recommend,  as  brethren  and  fellow-sufferers,  when  all  that  is 
valuable  in  this  life  is  at  slake  th<kt  you  choose  Committees  of  Correspon- 
dence, or  such  other  Delegates  as  you  may  think  proper,  to  meet  this 
Convention  at  their  adjournment,  when  the  united  wisdom  and  aid  of  the 
whole  is  wanting  to  oppose  the  torrent  of  tyranny  rushing  upon  us. 
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In  order  to  avoid  a  second  disappointment,  hy  having  our  Letters  fail 
into  unfriendly  Iiauds,  and  you  thereby  deprived  of  a  proper  notification, 
we  shall  he  careful  to  have  them  transmitted  by  sueli  of  our  memliers  as 
live  nearest  those  Towns  which  have  not  sent  their  Committees. 

This  Convention  stands  adjourned  to  the  last  Tuesday  of  August  instant 
at  the  House  of  Mrs.  Mary  Stemes,  Innholder,  In  Worcester,  at  10  o'clock 
before  noon. 

By  Order  of  the  CommiUees  of  Correspondence  in  Convention. 

Timothy  BiHET.nw. 

Jonr.  Prov.  Congress,  p.  643. 

"  At  the  adjournment  every  Town  and  District  was  represented  by  ISO 
membera  of  Committees  of  Correspondence  beside  a  number  of  Delegates 
and  Gentlemen  from  sevei'al  towns. 

On  the  81st.  of  August  the  Convention,  prefaced  hy  a  stirring  and 
eloquent  preamble,  setting  forth  the  tyrannical  attempt  of  tlie  Parliament 
of  the  British  Government  to  usurp  absolute  dominion  over  us — tliat  no 
power  on  earth  hath  a  right,  without  the  consent  of  this  Pi"ovince,  to  alter 
the  minutist  tittle  of  its  charter,  or  abrogate  any  Act  whatever,  and,  as  the 
sittings  of  the  Courts  in  this  County,  conducted  in  conformity  to  the  late 
Acts  of  Parliament  may  insensibly  lead  the  good  poeple  of  this  County  to 
submit  to  the  chains  of  Slavery  forged  by  our  enemies;  therefore 

Resolved,  that  we  recommend  the  poeple  of  this  County  to  attend  hi 
person  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  Court  on  the  8th.  of  September  next;— that 
suitable  and  proper  otBcers  be  chosen  in  each  town  to  regulate  the  move- 
ments of  the  Poeple  on  the  occasion; — that  they  depute  fit  persons  to  repre- 
sent them  in  One  General  Convention  at  Concord  on  Oct.  2d.,  Tuesday 
next,  to  devise  ways  and  means  to  resume  our  original  mode  of  govern- 
ment, whereby  tlie  most  dignified  servants  were,  as  they  ought  to.be,  de- 
pendent on  the  poepie  for  their  existence  as  such; — that  the  several  Towns 
should  indemnify  their  Constables  for  neglecting  to  vetum  a  list  of  jurors: 
— that,  as  the  ordinary  course  of  justice  must  be  stayed,  every  Inhabitant 
of  tliia  Coimty  shotild  pay  his  just  debts  aa  soon  as  may  be  possible  with- 
out any  disputes  or  litigation: — that  as  the  dark  and  gloomy  aspect  of 
affmrs  has  thrown  this  Province  into  great  convulsions,  we  recommend  to 
every  one  and  engage  ourselves  to  suppress  all  riototis  and  disorderly  pro- 
ceedings in  our  respective  towns." 

This  Convention  also  voted  that  if  any  town  should  be  ftt- 
tjieked,  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  should  send,  by 
eyypress,  posts  to  the  towns  adjoining  that  they  come  armed  and 
aecontred  to  protect  and  defend  the  pla^e  attacked. 

They  also  recommended  the  towns  t^  pay  no  attention  to  the 
late  Act  of  Parliament,  which,  among  otJier  things,  undertook 
to  regulate  the  calling  of  town  meetings,  but  i.o  proceed  in  their 
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usual  manner;  to  detain  all  money  dne  tlm  Province  Treasury 
until  the  public  tranquillity  is  restored; — to  ascertain  ivliat 
number  of  guns  ai-e  wanting  to  arm  the  people  in  ease  of  inva- 
sion, and  that  each  member  of  this  Convention  will  purchase  at 
least  two  pounds  of  powder  in  addition  to  any  they  have  on 
hand,  and  recommend  his  neighbor  to  go'  and  do  likewise. 

In  the  Statutes  at  Large,  British  Pai'liament,  Vol,  30,  p,  381, 
to  be  seen  at  the  State  Librai-y  at  Boston,  may  be  found  the  late 
Act  of  Parliament  above  referred  to. 
An  Act  for  tlie  better  regulating  the  GoveruraHot  of  tlio  I'l'ovintii  of  tliu 

MasBachusetta  Bay  in  New  England. 
Anno  decinio  quarto  Gleorgii  III. 
1,   After  April  1.  1774  the  Ohai-ter  to  be  void. 

3.  Councillors  to  be  appointed  by  the  King,  not  mor«  than  Sfi  noi-  less 
than  13. 

a.   Councillors  to  hold  office  during  the  King's  pleasure, 

4.  The  Governor  to  appoint  and  remove  judges  and  other  ollicers, 

5.  The  Governor  to  appoint  Sheriffs  without  consent  of  the  Council, 

ft.  Wo  Town  Meetings  to  be  called  except  for  the  election  of  Town  Olllcurs 
and  Representatives  to  the  Genei'al  Court,  without  the  consent  of  tiie 
Governor,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Lieut.  Governor,  in  writing,  and  then 
no  business  be  acted  on  except  wiiat  may  be  mentioned  in  the  wan-ant. 

7.  Jurors  not  to  be  elected,  nominated  or  appointed  by  the  Freeholdei-s  or 
inhabitants,  nor  summoned  or  returned  by  the  Constables,  but  to  l>e  sum- 
moned and  returned  by  the  SherifEa,  to  whom  aU  venires  sliall  be  issued, 

a  Constables  to  i-eturn  to  the  Slieciffs  the  names  of  all  persons  qualified  to 

With  such  an  act  of  tyranny  banging  over  their  heads,  is  it 
strange  that  our  fathei's  became  rebels,  or  that  Gov.  Gage  should 
write  to  the  Earl  of  Dai-tmonth  that  in  Woi-cester  "  they  ke6i>  no 
terms,  openly  threatening  resistance  by  anns — have  been  pur- 
chasing anus  and  preparing  them,  casting  balls,  providing  pow- 
der and  threaten  to  attack  any  troops  that  dare  oppose  them," 

Sept.  6.  Pursuant  to  the  recommendation  the  Convention 
met  and 

Voted  that  the  Court  should  not  sit  on  any  terms. 
■  Voted  "that  the  body  of  the  Poeple,  about  six  thousand, 
being  now  present  in  town,  assemble  on  the  Common." 

Then  chose  a  committee  of  tliree  to  inquire  of  the'Committeea 
of  Towns  how  long  before  the  determination  of  the  towns  respect- 
ing the  Courts  and  Judges  would  be  known,  and  adjourned  to 
tho  Green  beyond  Mr.  Salisbury's. 
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They  tlien  cliose  a  committee  of  three,  viz;  (Japt,  Mimdell,  of 
Hni-dwick,  Deacon  Rawson,  of  Mendoii,  and  Samuel  Jeiinison  to 
iiifonn  the  Grand  Jurors  of  the  determination  of  the  Convention 
as  to  the  Courts  being  held. 

The  Convention  met  in  the  afternoon  and  again  adjourned  to 
the  Green  "to  attend  the  body  of  the  Poeple." 

Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  three  "to  inquire  of  the  oc«t- 
Mion  of  the  delay  of  the  Judges  in  making  their  appearance  be- 
fore the  body  of  the  Poeple." 

Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  tliree  "to  acquaint  Jolm 
Chandler,  Esq.  and  the  other  proiesiors  tliat  they  must  follow 
after  the  Judges,  through  the  ranges  of  the  body  of  the  Poeple, 
aud  that  they  go  immediately  after  tlie  Judges  and  read  their 
recantation."  ,  The pi-oiesiors  here  mentioned  were  John  Chand- 
ler, Esq.,  and  forty-two  others,  of  Worcester,  who  enteredapro- 
test  against  some  resolutions  of  the  town,  and  which  was  i-ecorded 
by  the  Town  Clerk  without  authority.  The  Clerk  was  after- 
wai'ds  compelled,  in  open  town  meeting,  to  expiinge  the  same, 
and  the  pen  marks,  not  being  deemed  sufficient,  he  dipped  his 
fingers  in  the  ink,  and  so  completely  obliterated  the  protest. 

Voted  "to  thank  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chaplin  of  Sutton  (the  Eev. 
Benjamin  Conklin  prayed  the  first  day);  to  recommend  the  Mili- 
tary officers  to  resign  their  commissions  to  the  Colonells  of  Regi- 
ments; the  Field  officers  to  resign  their  offices  and  pnblish  the 
■  same  in  all  the  Boston  newspapers;  to  Towns  to  choose  officers; 
to  provide  themselves  with  Field  pieces,  ammunition  and  gun- 
ners;.to  take  notice  of  those  Judges  who  aspersed  the  poeple  in  a 
late  letter  to  Gov.  Gage;  that  the  recantation  of  the  principals  in 
the  protest  shall  be  accepted  for  those  who  signed  them;  that 
four  men  be  desired  to  attend  in  addition  to  those  who  ai'e  to 
walk  with  Col.  Gardner  Chandler,  SherifE  of  the  County,  through 
the  ranges  of  the  Poeple." 

Voted  that  Deacon  Rawson,  Mr.  Asa  Whitcomb  and  Dr. 
Crosby,  a  Delegate,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  a  number  of  Jus- 
tices and  give  them  an  opportunity  to  sign  the  Declai'ation  which 
has  been  signed  by  the  Justices  and  officers  of  the  Inferior  Court, 
aud  is  as  follows: 

WoHCBSTBR  Sept  8.  1774 
The  Justices  of  the  Inlerioiir  Court  and  Justices  of  the 
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Court  of  the  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Worcuster,  to 
the  Poeple  of  the  County  now  assemhled  at  Worcester. 

Gentlemen,  You  have  desired,  and  eveu  insisted  upon,  that  all  Judicial 
proceedings  be  stayed  by  the  Justices  of  the  Court  appointed  to  be  held  this 
day,  by  law,  in  Worcester,  within  and  for  the  County  of  Worcester  on  ac- 
count of  tlie  unconstitutional  Act  of  the  British  Parliament,  respecting  the 
adminiBtration  of  Justice  in  this  Province,  which  if  effected  will  reduce  tile 
luhabitanta  thereof  to  mere  arbitrary  rule,  do  assure  you  that  we  will  stay 
all  such  Judicial  proceedings  of  said  Gomls  and  will  not  endeavour  to  put 
said  Act  in  executiou 

Thomas  Steel,  Ohas  Bigelow,  Sam).  Wilder, 

Joseph  Wilder,  Robert  Ooddard,  Joshua  Upton, 

Art.  Ward,  Francis  Whipple,  John  Chandler  Jr., 

Timo.  Paine,  Joshua  Willard,  Daniel  Oliver, 

John  Chandler,  Ezra  Taylor^  Joseph  Dorr, 

Daniel  Henshaw,  John  Caldwell,  Ezra  Houghton, 

Abel  Willard,  Ephm.  Wilson,  Nathan  Tyler 

We  the  Officers  of  the  Court  do  for  ourselves  give  the  Poeple  the  same 
assurance  as  above. 

Gabdnbk  Chandlbk,  Sheriff, 

RuFus  Chandlek, 

John  Spuagub, 

Nathl.  CHAKnLEii,  Attornics.' 

Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  nine  to  draw  ii])  a  form  of  vote 
for  administering  justice  and  to  protect  the  Jnstices  in  the  exe- 
cution of  their  offices. 

Chose  Capt.  Samuel  Wai-d,  Lancaster;  Capt.  Joseph  Henshaw, 
Leicester,  Dea.  Edward  Rawaon,  Mendon;  Eev.  Joseph  Wheeler, 
Harvai'd,  Samuel  Jennison,  Douglass;  Lieut.  Joseph  Baker, 
Delegate;  Capt.  Paul  Mandell,  Hai-dwick,  Timothy  Bigelow,  of 
Worcester,  and  Lieut.  Jona.  Holman,  of  Bolton,  as  the  aforesaid 
committee. 

This  committee  was  to  confer  with  the  Justices  to-moiTOw, 
and  to  them  was  committed  the  Justices'  address  to  Gov.  Gage. 

Thomas  Steel,  Joseph  Wilder,  Timothy  Paine,  John  Chand- 
ler, Abel  Willai'd,  Joshua  Upham,  Duncan  Cumpbell,  Jedediah 
Mai'cy,  Fras.  Whipple,  Ezra  Houghton  and  Isaac  Barnard,  Jus- 
tices, declared  they  precipitately  entered  into  the  measure,  and 
were  sorry  for  it. 

The  Justices  of  the  Pea^ie  for  the  County,  except  Timothy 
Eugglee,  John  Murray  and  James  Putnam  are  requested  to  con- 
tinue in  the  discharge  of  their  offices. 
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Gardner  Chandler,  Sheriff,  was  called  npon  smd  rocantod  liis 
signature  to  the  address  to  Gov.  Gage. 

The  Convention  adjourned  to  March  38,  inst. 

Tills  account  of  the  mass  meeting  at  Worcester  is  introduced 
for  two  reasons.  First,  because  it  was,  at  the  instance  of  the 
Worcester  Committee,  that  the  Boston  Committee  called  a  meeting 
of  the  different  Committees  of  CoiTeapondenee  to  meet  at  Faneuil 
Hall  in  Boston,  on  the  20th  of  August,  when  it  was  resolved 
that  a  Provincial  Congress  was  necesearj  "  to  counteract  tlie  sys- 
tem of  despotism  " — .that,  previous  to  the  meeting  of  such  Con- 
gi-es8,  the  Courts  ought  to  be  opposed,  and  the  officers  holding 
them  branded  as  traitors,  and  that  the  military  art  ought  to  be 
attentively  practised.  Second,  because  Mendon  was  fully  repre- 
sented in  the  Worcester  Convention  of  Aug,  9,  and  one  of  its 
Delegates,  Deacon  Edward  Eawson,  wasone  of  the  leading  spirits 
of  the  meeting. 


1775.  At  a  town  ineeting  held  this  day,  by  adjournment, 
being  Jan.  17th, 

-  Voted  that  the  Captains  of  the  several  companies  in  tliis  town 
use  their  utmost  endeavors  that  tlie  delinquent  men  in  their 
respective  companies  be  speedily  equipped  with  arms  and  ammu- 
nition. 

Voted  tliat  the  Committee  to  take  iip  the  Collection  for  the 
Towns  of  Boston  and  Charleatown  be  directed  to  convey  the 
same  to  the  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Boston. 

Henry  Penniman  having  offered  to  present  the  town  with  a 
four-pounder  field  piece,  the  vote  passed  Sept.  28th  to  purchase 
two  six-pounders  was  reconsidered,  and  the  money  then  appro- 
priated to  pay  for  the  six-pounders  was  now  appropriated  as  fol- 
lows, viz:  £10.17.09  to  pay  for  powder  heretofore  purchased,  and 
the  balance  of  the  ^£113, 10  was  to  be  expended  in  purchasing,  as 
soon  as  possible,  firearms,  lead,  flints,  powder,  iron  balls  for  two 
field  pieces,  and  carriages  to  mount  the  same. 

Voted  to  accept  of  a  four-pounder  field  piece  in  lieu  of  a  six- 
pounder,  offered  by  Dr.  Jennison, 

Capt.  Nathan  Tyler,  Capt.  Nelson  and  David  Daniels  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  purchase  small  arms  as  soon  as  may  he, 
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and  that  they  procure  carriages  and  mount  the  field  pieces  as 
^oon  as  possible. 

I'eb.  6.  Voted  to  send  a  Delegate  to  the  Provincial  Congress, 
now  sitting  at  Cambridge,  in  the  place  oi"  Deacon  Edward  Eaw- 
son,  who  is  unable  to  attend  by  reason  of  sickness. 

Chose  Dr.  William  Jennisou  as  a  Delegate,  and  that  Josepli 
Dorr,  Esq.,  and  Capt.  Nathan  Tyler  should  give  him  instrnc- 
tions  the  same  in  substance  as  those  voted  for  Deacon  Rawson. 

Mai-ch  6.  Chose  for  Selectmen,  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq.,  Lieut. 
Joseph  Gibbs,  Mr,  Henry  Benson,  Ens.  Seth  Taft  and  Mr. 
lehabod  Thayer;  Town  Olerk  and  Treasurer,  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq.; 
Constables,  Dai-ins  Daniels,  Joseph  Benson,  Jr.,  and  Josiah 
Nelson. 

Raised  £100  for  repairs  of  highways  this  yeai-,  and  any  rate 
not  worked  out  by  October  I,  to  be  collected  by  the  Constable 
in  money.  One  shilling  and  six  pence  per  day  for  a  man,  and 
one  shilling  and  six  pence  per  day  for  a  team  were  allowed. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjounied  to  the  May  meeting,  when 
the  votes  relating  to  the  highway  were  reconsidered;  and  then 
voted  to  allow  the  Delegates  who  attended  the  Congress  at  Cam- 
bridge and  Concord  fonr  shillings  per  day  for  attendance,  and 
five  shillings  for  a  journey  to  Concord  and  five  shillings  for  a 
journeyto  Cambridge  each  session.  ■  , 

Mai^ch  30.  Under  a  new  wai-rant  Lieut.  Benjamin  Wheeloek 
was  chosen  Moderator. 

Voted  '.'  that  this  town's  part  of  the  Provincial  Tas  for  the 
yeai'  1774  be  paid  to  Henry  Gardner  Esq.  who  is  appointed 
Receiver  Genei'al  for  the  Province  by  the  late  Pi'ovincial 
Congi'ess." 

Voted  that  the  Assessors  for  1774  "  be  directed  and  they  are 
hereby  directed  to  make  out  wai-rants  to  the  several  Constables, 
in  this  town,  to  pay  their  respective  collections  of  the  Province 
tax  to  Henry  Gai'dner  Esq.  Receiver  General,  recently  appointed 
by  the  Provincial  Congress.'" 

Voted  to  choose  a  County  Treasurer,  biit  wlio  he  was  or  how 
many  votes  he  had  the  record  saith  not. 

Voted  not  to  choose  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


dbyGOOgIC 


ANNALS   OF    MENDON. 


[1775. 


BATTLE   OF    LKXI^JOTON. 

April  19,  This  day  occun-ed  the  Battle  of  Lexington,  and, 
upon  the  general  alai-m  which  followed,  Meiidon  fiimished  the 
following  Minute  Men.  Theit'  names  may  be  found  on  the 
muster  toUs  iu  the  State  Archives,  at  Boston,  and  were  copied 
by  the  late  Maj,  Dester  F.  Parker,  of  Worcester,  who  was  col- 
lecting materials  for  a  histoiy  of  the  County  of  Worcester.  By 
the  kindness  of  Mrs.  Parker,  I  am  allowed  the  privilege  of 
copying  from  liis  minutes, 


FIRST   COMPAKY. 

Capt.  John  Alliee. 

John  Hill, 

William  Torrey  jr.. 

Lieut.  Joseph  Bruce, 

Ralph  Hayward, 

Seth  Taft  Jr., 

Lieut.  Setli  Taft. 

Stephen  Legg. 

Calvin  Wheelock, 

Clerk,  William  French, 

Aaron  Legg, 

Jesse  Wheelock, 

Serg.  BeDJ.  "Wheelock, 

Douglass  Marsh, 

Grindali  Wooil, 

Serg.  John  Penniman, 

Eben  Merriam, 

Benj°.  White. 

Serg.  Philip  Ammidown, 

Stephen  Johnson, 

Corp.  Feme  Rawaon, 

Joslah  Penniman, 

Corp.  Seth  ChapiD, 

Levi  Rawson, 

Corp,  Silas  Richardson, 

Mark  Rawson, 

Corp.  Edmund  Merriam, 

Edmund  Rawson,  4th 

Dr.  Zuriel  Alhee, 

Thomas  Staples, 

Dr.  Joha  Crooks, 

Caleb  Taft, 

Pr".  Barlow  Can)enler, 

Stephen  Torrey, 

Samuel  Gage, 

John  Tylei', 

Capt,  "Willian  Jennison, 

Abraham  Jones,  jr.. 

Corp.  Williftm  Lesure, 

Lieut,  Caleh  Cheney, 

Eli  Patridge, 

Drummer.  Saml.  French, 

Sergt.            Jones, 

Seth  Thayer, 

Fifer,  Daniel  French, 

Corp.  Josiah  Brown, 

Josiah  Wheelocli. 

Pr,  Edmond  Bowker, 

Pi'.  Saml.  Bowditch, 

William  Wai'd, 

Samuel  Davis. 

Joseph  Glhbs, 

Daniel  White, 

Ebenr  Davis, 

John  Hay  ward. 

Benj".  Vickery, 

Aaron  Davis, 

Jesse  Hayward,    ■ 

Enlisted  in  the  Army, 

William  Clieney, 

Jon  a.  Hayward, 

Lieut.  Samuel  Cobb, 

Ben  J"  Norcross, 

Jacob  Hayward, 

Serg.  Adams  Chapin, 

Henry  Nelson, 

Joshua  Hayward, 

Serg.  William  Jeoniaoi 

ijr.,  Amoa  Sliefferaon, 

Wfti-fleld  Hayward, 

Serg.  John  Gibhs, 

Abraliam  Stevens, 

Joseph  Jones  Jr., 

Corp.  Sheffield  Partridge,   Ell  Whitney  Jr., 

John  Jooes, 

Corp.  Asa  Albee, 

Samuel  Warren. 
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Capt.  Joseph  Daniels, 
Lieut.  Benoni  Benson, 
Lieut.  Peter  Penniman, 
Serg,  Abraham  Staples, 
Serg.  Moses  Thayer, 
Serg.  Jolin  Darling, 
Corp.  Stephen  Benson, 
Asa  Fietcher, 
Benj.  Thayer, 
William  Thayer, 
Ebenezer  "White, 
Thomas  Legg, 
Abner  Benson, 
Benj.  Thayer  jr., 
Nahor  Staples, 

Capt.  G«ii9hom  Nelson, 
Lieut.  Jesse  Whitney, 
Lieut.  Josiah  Nelson. 
Serg.  Moses  Ohapin, 
Serg,  Simeon  WisweD, 
Serg.  Joseph  Cody, 
Ser^.  Nathl.  Parkhurst, 
Coi-p.  Eph'm  Parkliurst, 
Corp,  Levi  Tliayer, 
Corp.  Daniel  Legg, 
Corp.  Ichabod  Nelson, 
Pr,  GeiBhom  Legg, 
Roi>ert  Oorbett, 
Ebenr  Read, 
Jonas  Parkhurst, 


Preserved  Baker, 
Benjamin  Blake, 
Silas  Aldnch, 
Pa,  Thayer, 
Benoni  Benson, 
Caleb  Wheelock, 
Increase  Thayer, 
Elijah  Darling, 
Turner  White, 
Joshua  Lazell? 
Benj.  Jones, 
Benj.  Pickering  jr, 
Oliver  Fisher? 
James  Thayer  jr. 


Elisha  White, 
John  Robinson, 
Aaron  Merrtfleld, 
Stephen  Chapin, 
Daniel  Wedge, 
Ichabod  Corbett, 
Daniel  Hay  ward, 
James  Albee. 
Ephr  Chapin, 
Enoch  Parry, 
Darius  Sumner, 
Levi  Haywaid, 
Natlian  Beal, 
Gershom  Twitchell, 
Levi  Legg, 


Seva  Pond? 
Nathl.  Taft, 
Moses  Daniels, 
Saml.  Freeman, 
Danl.  Thompson, 
Seth  Hayward, 
Hezebiab  Fletcher, 
Oliver  Morse? 
James  Blake, 
John  Hayward, 
John  Benson, 
Benj.  Hayward, 

old  soldier. 
Joseph  Wood, 

died  July  21, 

Samuel  Jones. 
Daniel  Chapin, 
Josiah  Kilborn, 
Isaac  Littlefield. 
Moses  Gage, 
.  Isaac  Chapin, 
Daniel  Chapin, 
Samuel  Thayer, 
David  Legg  jr., 
Alexander  Wheelock, 
James  Sprague, 
James  Twitchell, 
Darius  Holbrook, 
Silas  Brook? 


May  29.  Capt.  Tliomae  Wiswall  was  chosen  Delegate  to  tlie 
Provincial  Congi-ess,  to  set  at  Watertown  May  3].,  current. 

Capt.  John  Tyler,  Mr.  James  Sumner  and  Lient.  Benson  were 
chosen  a  committee  "  to  inquire  back  as  far  as  1770  and  ascer- 
tain what  Province  money,  collected  or  uncollected,  there  may 
be  in  the  hands  of  thg  Constables  or  Deputy  Sheriffs,  and  report 
what  measures  may  be  necessary  to  compel  said  Constables  and 
Sheriffs  to  pay  the  same  to  Henry  Gaj-dner  Esq.  the  present 
Eeceiver  General  instead  of  Hai-rison  Gfray  the  Receiver  General 
appointed  by  the  Governor,  under  the  late  act  of  Pai-liameut. " 

Adjourned  to  this  day  fortnight,  {June  IS,)  at  2  P.  M. 

Met  according  to  adjourimieut. 
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The  committee  chosen  May  39th,  report  this  day,  Jmie  13th, 
"  that  they  find  Monies  in  the  several  Constables  hands  and  in 
the  hand  of  George  Brace,  Deputy  Sheriff,  together  with  money 
assessed  and  uncollected,  to  the  amount  of  £291,17,04,"  where- 
upon,    ' 

Voted  "that  the  several  delinquent  Constables,  of  said  town, 
and  George  Bruce,  Deputy  ShenfE,  pay  in  to  Henry  G-ai-dner 
Esq.,  Receiver  General  for  Maasachnsetts  Bay,  the  several  auras 
of  the  public  monies,  in  their  hands,  without  delay." 

Voted  "  that  said  Constables  and  Sheriff  paying  the  above- 
said  monies  aa  before  expressed  and  producing  said  Eeceiver  Gen- 
eral his  receipt  therefor,  be  and  hereby  ai'e  indemnified,  by  said 
town,  in  so  doing." 

Voted  that  James  Sumner,  Deacon  Eawson  and  Peletiah  Dar- 
ling be  a  comraittee  to  examine  the  accounts  of  sundry  persona 
wlio  found  provisions  for  and  were  employed  in  the  service  of 
our  soldiers  who  were  called  forth  in  the  late  alarm.  The  late 
alarm  was  undoubtedly  the  battle  of  Lexington,  April  19th. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  July  10th,  Deacon  Edward  Bawson,  ■ 
Oapt.  Nelson  and  Oapt.  John  Tyler  were  chosen  a  committee 
"to  repair  to  Mr.  George  Bruce  and  desire  his  attendance,  im- 
mediately, in  this  meeting."  Mr.  Bruce  attended  accordingly, 
and  offered  to  dejiver  up  the  notes  which  he  had  in  his  hands, 
for  the  Province  money,  to  the  town  or  their  order. 

Then  Henry  Penuiman,  Oapt.  John  Tyler,  and  Peter  Penni- 
man  were  chosen  a  committee  to  receive  the  notes,  collect  the 
same  aa  soon  as  may  be,  and  pay  it  to  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  or 
his  successor  or  successors  in  the  office  of  Receiver  General,  and 
to  take  his  or  their  receipt  for  the  same, 

,  It  seems  that  Sheriff  Bruce  hesitated  about  paying  over  the 
Province  money,  but  whether  on  account  of  loyalist  notions  or 
fear  of  pecuniary  accountability  is  not  now  known. 

Sept.  4.  Voted  £100  todefi-ay  town  chai-ges,  and  £60,  in- 
cluding the  interest  on  the  School  bonds,  for  schooling  the  pres- 
ent yeai". 

Deacon  Edward  Eawson  was  allowed  £12. 13.08  for  his  senices 
at  the  General  Court  and  at  the  Provincial  Congress. 

Dr.  William  Jennison  was  allowed  £2.05.00  fo^  his  services  at 
the  Provincial  Congress,  and  then  the  vote  was  immediately  re- 
considered. 
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Gapt.  Wiswall  was  allowed  £7,05.00  for  hie  sei' vie  us  at  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  at  Watertown, 

Lieut.  Benjamin  Wheelocb  and  Capt.  Nelson  were  added  to 
the  committee  "  to  examine  the  acconnte  of  certain  persons  who 
found  provisions  for  onr  soldiers  in  the  late  alarm  in  April  last, 
and  also  for  oonTeying  said  provisions  to  camp,  and  report  at  the 
next  meeting," 

Adjourned  to  the  last  Monday  in  October. 

Voted  that  the  committee  last  above  chosen,  wlien  they  shall 
have  completed  the  accounts  of  certain  persons,  Ac,  transmit 
the  same  to  the  General  Conrt  for  allowance,  and  to  pray  that 
what  may  be  allowed  may  be  made  payable  to  *the  Selectmen  of 
Mendon,  or  their  order,  for  the  Town's  use. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen,  when  they  shall  have  received  the 
abovesaid  money,  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  abovesaid  commit- 
tee, and  said  committee  pay  ont  the  same  to  those  persons  to 
whom  it  shall  be  found  doe. 

The  committee  transmitted  the  accounts  to  the  General  Court, 
and  in  Vol.  305,  p.  390,  Revolutionary  Eesolves,  may  be  found 
the  following  action  of  the  Conrt: 

In  the  House  of  RepreBentatives,  Watertown  Sept.  37,  1775. 

Resolved,  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  Public  Treasury  fifteen  pounds  to 
Dea.  Edward  Eawaon,  for  the  use  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Men- 
don, in  full  for  Six  small  Anns,  delivered  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  hy 
the  hand  of  Stephen  Patridge  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  as  appears  hy  the 
receipt  of  July  13.  1775,  amounting  to  that  sum. 
Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

J.  Wakebn,  Speaker. 
In  CouncD,  Read  and  Concurred 

Pbbez  Morton,  Depty.  Secy. 
Consented  to  by  J.  Palmer  and  fourteen  others  of  the  Council. 

Journal  of  Com.  of  Safety  and  Supplies.  Journal  Prov.  Oon- 
gi'ess,  p.  516. 

April  18.  1775. 

Voted  that  all  tlie  Ammunition  be  deposited  in  Nine  different  towns  in 
this  Province,  tliat  Worcester  be  one  of  them,  that  Concord  be  one,  that 
Lancaster  be  -one  {Col.  Whitcomb  is  there)  that  Qroton,  Stoughtonham, 
Stow,  Mmdort,  Leicester  and  Sudbury  be  the  others.  Also  (p.  517)  two 
Medeeine  Chests  at  Mendon,  also  (p.  518)  1100  Tents  to  be  deposited,  in 
equal  pai'ts,  in  Worcester,  Lancaster,  Gi'oton,  Stow,  Mmdrnt,  Leicester  and 
Sudbury. 

Journal  Provincial  Congi'ess,  p.  77. 
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May  1.  1775.  Mendon  to  take  76  of  the  5O00  indigent  persous  of  Boston 
whom  Qen,  Gage  has  permitted  to  remove — said  pei'sons  not  to  be  consid- 
ered the  poorofthe  tovms  to  whieh  they  remove.  Accounts  to  he  kept  and 
Iwd  before  Congi'ess. 

May  25.  A  Committee  report  tliiit  Mendou  could  spare  3J  bliia.  of 
Powder. 

May  31.    Tlie  Third  Pi'ovincial  Congress  met  in  the  Meeting  House  ut 
Watertown.    Capt.  Thomas  Wiswall,  Delegate.from  Mendon. 
Journal  Prov.  Con.,  p.  335. 

Towns  advised  to  deposite  Fire  anns  witli  Vnu  Town  Treasurer  for  the 
use  of  the  Army.     Mendon  to  deposite  34.  June  15.  1775. 
Form,  of  a  Receipt  for  the  same. 

The  day  of  1775. 

Rec^  of  A.  B.       firelock  to  the  use  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massaeliusetts 
Bay  of  the  value  of  £    s,     d.  which  Bum  tlie  Receiver  General  of  said  Col- 
ony is  directed,  in  40  days  after  the  date  hereof,  to  pay  to  the  said  A.  B.  or 
order,  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Colony. 
Form  of  a  receipt  for  Powder. 

The  day  of  1775  ReC^  of  A.  B„ 

Selectman  of  the  Town  of  the  Town  stock  of  Powder,  contain- 

ing lbs  weight,  to  the  use  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  whicli 

powder  is  to  be  replaced  again,  as  soon  as  tlie  Colony  Magazine  will  admit 
of  it,  or  paid  for  in  money. 

Jon.  P.  C.J  p.  431,  Jtily  5.  In  the  apportionment  for  coats, 
with  pewter  buttons,  for  the  soldiers,  Mendon  was  to  furnish 
eiglity-eigiit  coats. 

This,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  jaet  after  the  battle  of  Bim- 
■  ker  Hill,  when  the  whole  country  was  in  a  state  of  great  alarm, 
and  hence  the  effort  to  strengthen  the  army  by  the  accumulation 
of  munitions  of  war  and  clothing  for  the  soldiei's, 

Jou.  P.  C,  p.  431.  Mendon  "to  take  30  of  the  poeple  of 
Charlestown;"  the  town  having  been  burned  dttring  the  battle  of 
Bunter  Hill. 

July  10.  Deacon  Edward  Eawson  was  chosen  Represent-ative 
to  the  General  Court. 

Revolutionary  Letters,  Vol.  193,  p.  88. 
Circular  Letter  from  the  Provincial  Congress  to  the  Towns. 
Gentlemen, 

The  barbarous  Murders  committed  on  our  innocent  Brethren  on 
Wednesday  the  10th.  inst.  have  made  it  alisolutely  necessary  that  we  imme- 
diately raise  an  Army  to  defend  oht  wives  and  children  from  the  butcher- 
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,  ing  liands  of  an  inhuman  Soldiery,  who,  incensed  at  the  obstacles  they  met 
with  in  their  hloody  progress  and  enraged  at  being  repulsed  from  the  field 
of  slaughter,  will,  without  the  least  doubt,  take  the  first  opportunity  in  their 
power  to  ravage  the  country  with  fire  and  aword. 

We  conjure  you  therefore,  hy'all  that  is  sacred,  that  you  give  all  assist- 
ance possible  in  forming  an  Army;  our  all  is  at  stake— Death  and  Devasta- 
tion are  the  certain  consequences  of  delay — every  moment  is  infinitely  preiS- 
ious— an  hour  lost  may  deluge  your  country  in  blood  and  entail  perpetual 
Slavery  upon  tlie  few  of  your  posterity  who  may  survive  tlie  carnage.  We 
beg  and  intreat  as  you  will  answer  to  your  country,  to  your  consciences 
and,  above  all,  as  you  will  answer  to  God  himself,  tliat  you  will  hasten  and 
encourage,  by  all  possible  means,  tlie  enlistment  of  men  to  form  an  army 
and  send  them  forward  to  head  quarters,  at  Cambridge,  with  that  expedi- 
tion which  the  vast  importance  and  instant  ui'gency  of  the  iiffair  demands, 

Mendon  to  take  30  of  the  poeple  of  Charlestown. 

Rec.  Pi'ov.  Congress,  Vol.  31,  p.  137. 

-The  Prov.  Congress  adjourned  this  day  from  Concord  to  meet  the  afflnifi 
day  at  Watertown,  at  4o'clock  P.  M. 

Dea.  Edward  Eawson  was  chosen  to  wait  on  the  Rhode  Island  Congress 
to  inform  them  of  our  Resolutions  and  request  their  coucuiTence. 

In  the  H.  of  Representatives  Nov.  8.  17T5. 

Resolved  that  there  be  paid,  out  of  the  Public  Treasury  of  this  Colony, 
to  Edward  Eawson  the  sum  of  £1.17.06  in  full  of  his  Account  for.a  journey 
to  Providence  by  order  of  Congress. 

The  following  is  an  answer  to  the  lei^uest  of  t)i<  (Juiiiinittec  of 
Supplies  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Congies=! 

Mendon  Juup  15   1775. 
Ilonble.  Gentlemen 

Agreeable  to  your  Request  we  havt  LOllecled  and  sent 
down  a  Load  of  Grain.  Another  load  may  be  had  but  not  without  cash, 
which  {as  the  times  are)  we  are  not  able  to  command  If  the  Receiver 
General  would  order  our  Constables  to  pay  us  a  sum  of  money  for  that 
purpose  perhaps  we  may  procurse  it.  We  have  also  sent  i03  lbs.  weight  of 
gunpowder;  more  we  could  not  well  spare,  as  we  have  been  obliged  to  fur- 
nish our  Soldiers  with  a  large  quantity  out  of  the  town  stock ;  two  of  the 
casks  are  new,  for  whicli  the  town  gave  6s.  which  you  may  keep  or  send 
back  as  suits  best. 

The  Selectmen  live  at  a  great  distance  from  each  other  and  could  not  be 
gotten  together,  without  considerable  trouble,  in  order  to  certify  with  respect 
to  the  price  of  the  above  articles  and  the  carriage  of  them,  but  as  the  bcai'or 
is  a  Selectman  and  worthy  of  credit 

I  am  Gentleman  your  very  Humble  and  Obt.  Servant 

J.  DoEK,  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  Mendon. 
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COL.    BZKA   WOOD    AND   LIEUT.    ELIJAH   T 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committees  of  Inspection  ot  Cumberland,  Wi-en- 
tham,  Medway,  Bellingham,  Hopliinton,  Holliston,  Mendon,  Upton,  Ux- 
bridge  and  Smitlifield,  convened  at  the  Houi^e  of  Dr.  John  Corbett,  in  siud 
Bellingham,  on  y'  18th.  day  of  September  177S,  and  continued  by  adjourn- 
ments to  t)ie  16th.  day  of  October  177B;.upon  the  complMnt  of  Col.  Joseph 
Bead  against  Ca>1.  Ezra  Wood  ajid  Lieut.  Eliinh  Taft  for  Carrying  Pro- 
visions to  Rhode  Island,  and  said  it  was  suspected  that  he  sold  the  same  to 
the  Tories,  whereby  a^d  Provisious  were  conveyed  to  the  enemy  at  Boston, 
and  said  Bead  desired  me  to  inform  of  the  same  to  tlie  Committee  of 
laspectioa  forthtcUh  that  tlie  affair  might  be  inquired  into. 

Edwamu   Rawson. 

Oct.  10,  1775. 

On  the  Above  Coraplatnt, 

Voted  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  tliis  Body  that  the  said  Wood  and 
Taft  have  not  done  anything  that  is  inimical  to  the  American  Cause. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes 

Nathan  Tyler,  Clerlt. 

The  following  letter  is  introduced  in  tliis  place  because  its 
author  was  a  native  of  Mendon,  and  because  it  belongs  to  tlie 
bistory  of  the  times, 

Alexander  Scamm^Il  wae  born  in  Mendon  and  graduated  at 
Harvai'd  CoUegej  1769.  Stndied  law  with  Gen.  Sullivan,  and 
was  appointed  Brigade  Major  in  New  Hampshire  in  1775,  and 
Colouel  of  »  New  Hampshire  regiment  in  1776.  He  was  wound- 
ed at  the  battle  of  Saratoga,  in  1777,  and  became  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  Continental  Army  in  1780.  In  1781  he  was 
taken  prisoner  September  30,  while  reconnoitering,  at  the  siege 
of  Yorktown,  mortally  woanded  after  he  surrendered,  and  died 
at  Williamsburg,  Va.,  Oct.  6.  At  the  time  of  his  death  be  was 
the  confidential  friend  of  Gen,  Washington, 

PoBTSMOOTH,  May  3. 1775. 
Hon.  Sir, 

Your  leaving  New  Hampshire  at  a  time  when  your  presence  was 
so  extremely  necessary  to  cherish  the  glorioiis  ardor  which  you  have  been 
so  inati'umental  in  inspiring  us  with,  spread  a  general  gloom  in  Durham 
and,  in  some  measure,  damped  the  spirit  of  liberty  through  the  Province, 
and  nothing  but  the  important  business  in  which  you  are  embarked  would 
induce  to  dispense  with  your  presence,  with  any  degree  of  patience  or  per- 
severance. But  when  the  horrid  din  of  civil  carnage  surprised  us  on  the 
30th.  of  April,  the  univei'sal  cry  was,  "  OhI  if  Major  Sullivan  was  here^ 
I  wish  to  God  Major  Sullivan  was  here " 
multitude. 
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April  Court,  which  was  then  sitting  adjourned  immediately.  To  arms! 
to  arms!  was  hreatlied  fortli  in  sympathetic  groans.  I  went  expreaa  to 
Boston,  by  desire  of  the  Congi'essional  Committee  then  sitting  at  Durham, 
proceeded  as  far  as  Bradford  (Mass.)  where  I  ohtained  credible  information 
that  evening.  Next  morning  I  arrived  at  Exeter  where  the  Provincial 
Congress  was  assembling  with  all  possible  haste. 

Here  I  reported  what  in1«nigence  I  had  gained;  that  the  American  Army 
at  Cambridge,  Woburn  and  Charlest<)wn  was  more  in  need  of  provisions 
than  men;  that  fifty  thousand  had  assembled  in  thirty  six  houra,  and  that 
the  Regulars  who  had  retreated  from  Concord  had  encamped  on  Bunker's 
Hill  in  Cliarlestown. 

The  Congress,  upon  this  report,  resolved  that  the  Dmliam  company,  then 
at  Exeter,  (armed  complete  for  an  engagement,  with  a  weeli's  provision,) 
should  return  home  and  keep  themselves  in  constant  readiness.  All  the 
men  being  gone  from  the  westward  and  southward  of  Newmarket,  and 
Men-of-war  expected  hourly  into  Portsmouth,  it  was  with  the  greatest  dif- 
ficulty yoTir  Durliam  soldiers  were  prevailed  on  to  retui'u. 

Sis  or  seven  expresses  arrived  at  Durham  in  the  night  after  our  return ; 
some  desiring  us  to  march  to  Kittery,  some  to  Hampton  and  some  to 
Ipswich&c.  which  places,  they  said.,  sundiy  Men-of-war  were  ravaging.  The 
whole  country  was  in  a  continual  alarm,  but  suspecting  that  the  Marines, 
at  Portsmouth,  might  take  advantage  of  the  confusion  we  were  tlien  in  and 
pay  a  visit  to  Durham  we  thought  proper  to  stand  ready  to  give  them  a 
warm  reception;  and  supposing  that  your  house  and  family  would  be  the 
first  mark  of  their  vengeance,  I  kept  guard  to  defend  your  family  and  sub- 
stance to  the  last  drop  of  my  blood  *  *  *  *  Men,  women  and  children  were 
engaged,  day  and  night  in  preparing  for  the  worst.  Many  towns  in  this 
Province  have  enlisted  Minutemen  and  keep  them  under  pay,  and  the  Con- 
gress Ijefore  this  would  actually  have  raised  an  irmj  had  ttiey  not  waited 
for  the  General  Court,  which  sits  to-morrow  m  order  to  raise  as  mucli 
money  as  tliey  can  to  pay  off  their  army  when  railed  I  am  extremely 
mortified  that  I  am  unable  to  join  the  Army  at  Cambridge 

The  particuiai-s  of  the  skirmish  between  the  Regulars  and  Americans 
wDl.  long  before  Hiis,  liave  reached  you.  In  longing  expeotaf ion  your  late 
liappyand  speedy  return  is  hoped  for  by  ill  youi  fiiends  lut  1  y  none 
more  sincerely  than 

Your  dutiful,  humble    l  mi  t 

Arc\"  S   \MfL  ; 

To  John  Sullivan  Esq.  Philadelphia  or  New  York. 

The  four  eompauies  whieli  responded  to  the  alarm  on  the  19th 
of  April  from  Mendon,  except  those  who  enlisted  for  three 
months,  soon  returned  home. 

The  Muster  Rolls  at  Boston  credit  Mendon  with  the  following 
'  8  men,  whose  seryice  expired  in  August,  1775: 
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Lieut.  Levi  Aldrich. 
Serg.  Rufus  Aldrich, 
Nehemiah  Aldrich, 
Phineas  Aldrich, 
Anif>S4  Aldrich, 
Alex'  Aldrich; 
Jahez  Albee, 
Eleazer  Alhee, 
Asa  Albee, 
Jacob  Ammidown, 
Peter  Brown, 
Silas  Bi'own, 
Samuel  Boyce, 
Jona.  Boyce, 
Serg.  Jeremiah  Battles, 
Justus  Battles, 
Timotliy  Bruce, 
Edmund  Bowker, 
Serg,  Samuel  Craggin, 
Eli  Craggin, 
Amos  Craggin, 
Capt.  Samuel  Cobb, 
Cor.  Peter  Oorbett, 
Cor.  WiUiam  Cheney, 
Lt  Joseph  Cody, 
Ser.  Adam  Chapin, 
Isaac  Chapin, 
Josiali  Chapin, 
Peter  Daggett, 
Joshua  Daggett, 
John  Deming? 
William  Drown, 
Lt.  William  Darling, 
Enoch  Darling, 
Job  Darling, 
Peter  Darling, 
Levi  Darling, 
Drum.  Aaron  Davis, 
Samuel  Davis, 


Serg.  Turner  Ellis, 
Maswell  Ellis, 
Ser.  Samuel  French, 
David  Fi'eucli? 
Cor.  Saml.  Fairbanks, 
Cor.  Simeon  Piah, 
Amariaii  Ford, 
Hezekiah  Fletcher, 
John  Green, 
John  Gibbs, 
Darius  Holbrook, 
Reuben  Holbrook, 
Samuel  Hill, 
John  Hunt, 
William  Hall, 
Cor.  David  Jjegg, 
Cor.  Caleb  Legg, 
Moaes  Legg, 
David  Legg,  Sr., 
William  Legg, 
William  Lesure, 
Levi  Lesure, 
Moaea  Lovett, 
Joshua  Lazell, 
Ichahod  Maynard, 
Robin  Meinyo, 
Henry  Nelson, 
Daniel  Norcross, 
Benj"  Norcross, 
Benja  Oliver, 
Capt.  Andrew  Peters, 
Cor.  Shetfleia  Partridge, 
Amariah  Partridge, 
Eben'  Pai'tridge. 
Joseph  Passmore, 
Edward  Pickering, 
8cr.  Benjamin  Read, 
A  quill  a  Ramsdell, 
Artliur  Rawson, 


Jonathan  Eavison. 
Amos  Shepardson. 
Alex'  Sterns. 
James  Hprague, 
Pifer,  Jesse  Smith. 
Calvin  Smith, 
Simeon  Staples. 
Jona.  Staples, 
Enos  Taft, 
Ebenr  Taft, 
Artemas  Tafi, 
Amos  Thayer, 
Amaaa  Tliayei-, 
Samuel  Tliayer, 
Joel  Thayer, 
Nathl,  Torrey, 
Jonas  Twitchel, 
Benjn  Vickery, 

Amariah  Vose, 
Bethuel  Wasliburn,    . 
Samuel  Washburn, 
Theophilus  Watei'inai 
West  Waterman, 
Serg.  Benjo  Walker, 
Benj°  White, 
Daniel  White, 
Gideon  White, 
Daniel  Ward? 
Josiah  Wood, 
Stephen  Wood, 

Wood, 

Lt.  George  Wliipple, 
Aiexr  Wheelock, 
Jonathan  Whitney, 
Eliaa  Whitney, 
Joseph  Woodward, 
Capt.  Samuel  Wjirren 


1776.     March  4.     Chose  for  Selectmen,  Lieut.  Peter  Peiitii- 
mau,  Mr.  Joiiathaii  Joues,  Mr.  fiamuel  Fairhanka,  Eusigii  PgIg- 
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tiah  Dai'ling  and  Mr.  Ebenezer  Sumner;  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq., 
Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer;  John  Penniinan,  Ichabod  Thayer, 
Jr.,  and  Jesse  Darling,  Constables;  Committee  of  CoiTeepon- 
dence,  Inspection  and  Safety,  Capt.  John  Tyler,  Lieut.  Joseph 
Gibbs,  Deacon  Joseph  Day;  Capt.  John  Albee  and  Deacon 
Cideon  Albee. 

Voted  to  accept  of  a  road  leading  by  the  Widow  Huldah 
Thayer's  to  the  road  leading  by  Blisha  Thompson's  to  Arnold's 
mills,  at  Winesokett, 

Voted  to  sell  the  powder  sent  to  the  Colony  Magazine  at  5a. 
per  pound. 

Voted  to  allow  the  First  Pi-ecinct  the  prolits  and  benefit  of 
the  burying  place  in  said  Precinct,  said  Precinct  keeping  the 
fences  aboiit  the  same  in  snitable  repair. 

Adjoarned  to  the  May  meeting. 

Voted  to  allow  the  Selectmen  for  ll'l'S,  30s.,  cash  in  full. 

Voted  to  allow  the  Selectmen  tiuo  dollars  for  a  blanket,  which 
they  purchased  for  Edward  Pickering,  20s.,  which  Capt.Wiswall 
gave  the  town,  and  15s.  more  to  make  up  the  sum  which  the 
Selectmen  lost  in  blankets,  and  for  which  they  never  got  any 
pay. 

Voted  to  allow  Ichabod  Thayer,  Edward  Kawson,  Jr.,  and 
Stephen  Benson  30s.  each  for  cai'ting  the  baggage  for  Capt. 
John  Tyler's  company  to  the  lines  at  Roxburj  in  December  last. 
This  was  probably  at  the  time  when  it  was  expected  that  the 
British,  from  Boston,  would  attack  the  lines  at  Eoxbury. 

Rev.  Resolves,  Mass.  Archives,  Vol.  309,  p.  163. 

In  tlie  House  of  Repreaentativea  May  9.  1776, 
Resolved  that  it  be  and  ia  hereby  recommended  to  eadi  Town  in  tliis 
Colony  wliicli  shall  send  a  member  or  members  to  the  nest  General  Assem- 
bly, fuDy  to  possess  him  or  them  with  theirsentiments  relative  lo  the  Decln- 
ration  of  Independency  of  the  United  Colonies  of  Oreat  Britain  to  be  made 
by  Congress,  and  to  instruct  tliem  what  conduct  they  would  have  them  ob- 
serve with  regard  to  the  next  General  Assembly  instructing  the  Delegates 
of  this  Colony  on  that  subject. 

Passed.  Sent  up  for  concurrence, 

Saml'el  Frbbman,  Spcj',  P,  T, 
In  OouLicil  May  10.  1776, 

Read  and  Nou  concurred, 

Pekez  Morton,  Dep,  Sec, 
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The  waiTftnt  for  tlie  last  town  meeting  was  the  last  one.  called 
in  his  Majesty's  name.  His  Majesty's  name  and  the  year  of  his 
reign  had  heretofore  been  insei'ted  in  every  wan-ant  for  a  town 
meeting,  fi-om  the  date  of  incorporation  in  1667. 

It  now  reads,  "  in  the  Name  of  the  Government  and  Poeple  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay." 

May  27th,  being  a  meeting  called,  as  above,  for  the  «hoice  of 
a  Representative  to  the  General  Coui-t,  to  meet  at  Watertown, 
May  39th  inst.,  Joseph  Doit,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Representative, 
and,  notwithstanding  the  non-concurrence  of  the  Conueil  with 
the  Honse  of  Representatives,  as  before  recited,  the  town  in- 
structed their  Representative  in  the  following  patriotic  and  elo- 
quent terms: 

"  Voted  that  tlie  town  advise  and  instruct  llieir  Representative  to  acqiiaittt 
the  General  Assembly,  That  if  the  Honourable,  the  Continbhtal  OoBGRBsa 
shall  think  it  for  the  Benefit  and  Safety  of  the  UNrrsD  American  Coi.o- 
Niss.  to  Declare  them  iNnEPEBDBNT  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britwn,  said 
Town  will  approve  the  measure,  and,  with  their  Lives  and  Fortunes,  sup- 
port tliem  therein." 

Voted  that  Lieut.  Joseph  Bruce,  Lieut,  Joseph  Gibbs  and 
Lient.  Benoni  Benson,  as  a  committee,  be  directed  to  look  after 
those  persons  who  took  ammunition  out  of  the  town  stock,  ou  the 
alarm  of  last  year,  and  have  not  returned  the  same.  This  com- 
mittee were  allowed  to  compound  with  those  who  make  no  return 
of  ammunition  at  3s,  per  pound  for  powder  and  the  common 
price  for  lead  and  flints. 

Voted  to  allow  those  persons  who  transported  provisions  to 
Cambridge  and  Roxbnry  on  the  alarm  iu  April,  1775,  £3.01.10, 
which  was  deducted  out  of  the  Selectmen's  account  to  the  Gen- 
.  eral  Assembly  for  the  same. 

The  evacuation  of  Boston  by  the  British,  on  the  17th  of  Marcli, 
transferi'ed  the  theatre  of  war-  from  Massaehaeetts  to  New  York, 
and  a  new  call  was  now  made  for  reinforcements  for  the  army. 

As  in  all  wai'S,  the  patriotic  ardor  which  the  first  call  to  arms 
inspired  in  the  masses  began  to  cool,  and  volunteers  came  in 
slowly. 

July  8.  The  following  circular  letter-  of  the  General  Court 
was  read  in  a  town  meeting  this  day.  It  may  be  found  in  the 
Massachusetts  Archives. 
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CIRCULAR   TO   THE   COMMITTEES   OF  THE   SEVERAL   TOWNS. 

The  General  Court  have  received  from  his  Excellency,  General  Wash- 
ington a  pressing  Letter  that  the  Troops  destined  for  New  York,  may  lie 
sent  with  all  despatch,  as  he  is  well  informed  that' General  Howe  is  arrived 
from  Halifax  at  the  Hook.  You  will  please  communicate  this  to  your 
brethren  that  you  and  they,  with  all  possible  expedition,  may  raise  and 
march  the  Troops  going  from  your  county.  The  General  Court  expect 
you  will  not  let  any  thing  prevent  their  marching  m  fast  as  possible  as  you 
see  the  emergency  of  the  case  requires. 

By  Order  of  the  General  Court. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committe  for  raising  men. 

Upon  this  the  town  voted  "  to  allow  those  persons  who  shall 
enlist  in  this  Town  into  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  at 
New  York,  six  pounds  per  man,  except  Commissioned  Officers; 
also,  that  those  now  in  the  service,  as  well  as  those  who  served 
eight  months  last  year,  shall  be  exempted  from  a  poll  tax." 

Here  follows,  in  the  Town  Record,  a  copy  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independeuce.  It  is  engi'ossed  in  the  bold  and  beautiful 
hand  writing  of  Joseph  Don-,  Esq.,  the  Town  Clerk. 

The  following  is  a  literal  transcript  from  the  Eccord: 

In  CONGRESS,  July  4.  1776;  A  DECLARATION  by  the  REP- 
RESENTATIVES of  tlie  UNITED  STATES  of  AMERICA  in  GEN- 
ERAL CONGRESS  Assembled :  When  in  the  Course  of  Human  Events  it 
becomes  necessary  tor  a  Poeple  to  dissolve  the  Political  bands  which  have 
connected  them  with  another  and  to  assume,  among  the  Powera  of 
the  Earth,  the  separate  and  Equal  Station  which  the  Laws  of  Nature 
and  Nature's  God  entitle  them,  a  decent  respect  to  the  Opinions  of 
Mankind  requires  that  they  should  declare  the  Causes  which  impel  them  to 
the  Separation. 

We  hold  these  Truths  to  be  self-evident;  that  all  Men  were  created  equal; 
that  they  are  indued,  by  their  Creator,  with  certain  unalienable  Rights: 
that  among  these  are  Life,  Liberty  and  the  Pursuit  of  Happiness;— That  to 
secure  these  lUghts  Govemmenta  are  Instituted  among  Men,  deriving  their 
just  Powers  from  the  Consent  of  the  Governed;  that  when  any  Form  of 
Government  becomes  destructive  of  these  Ends,  it  is  the  Right  of  the 
Poeple  to  alter  or  abolish  it,  and  to  institute  new  Government,  laying  its 
Foundation  on  such  Principles  and  organizing  its  Powers  in  such  Form  as 
to  them  shall  seem  most  likely  lo  effect  then-  Safety  and  Happiness. 

Pi'udence  indeed  will  dictate  tliat  Governments  long  established  should 
not  be  changed  for  light  and  transient  causes;  and,  accoi-dingly,  all  Expe- 
rience hath  shown  that  Mankind  are  more  disposed  to  suffer  while  Evils 
are  sufferable  than  right  themselves  by  abolishing  the  Forms  to  which  they 
are  accustomed.    But  when  a  long  Train  of  Abuses  and  Usurpations,  pur- 
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suing  invariiibly  Uie  same  Object,  evinces  a  Design  to  reduce  them  under 
absolute  Despoiism,  it  Is  their  Right,  it*  is  tlieir  Duty  to  throw  ofl  such 
Governmeut  and  provide  new  Guai'ds  (or  their  future  Security.  Such  lias 
been  the  patient  sufEerance  of  these  Colonies,  aud  such  is  now  the  Neces- 
sity which  constrains  them  to  alter  their  foraier  systems  of  Government. 

The  History  of  the  Present  King  of  Great  Briton  is  a  History  of  repeated 
Injuries  and  Usurpations  all  liaving  in  direct  object  the  Establishment  of 
an  absolute  Tyranny  over  these  States.  To  prove  this  let  Pacts  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  candid  world. 

He  has  refused  his  Assent  to  Laws  the  most  wholesome  and  necessary 
to  the  public  good. 

He  has  forbidden  Governors  to  pass  Laws  of  immediate  and  pressing  im- 
poi-tance  upless  suspended  in  their  Operation  until  hia  assent  should  be 
obtained,  ^d  when  so  suaperided  he  has  utterly  refused  to  attend  to  tliem. 

He  hat/  refused  to  pass  other  Laws  for  the  Accommodation  of  laige  Dis- 
tiicts  of  Poeple  unless  those  Poeple  would  j^linquish  the  Eight  of  Repre- 
sentation in  the  Legislatum,  a  right  inestimable  to  them  and  formidable  to 
TYRANTS  only. 

He  has  called  togeUier  Legislative  Bodies  at  Places  unusual,  uncomforta- 
ble and  distant  from  the  Depository  of  their  public  records,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  fatigueing  them  into  Compliance  with  his  Measures. 

He  has  dissolved  Representative  Houses  repeatedly  for  opposing,  with 
manly  Firmness,  his  Invasions  on  the  Rights  of  the  People. 

He  has  refused  for  a  long  time,  after  such  Dissolution  to  cause  othere  to 
be  elected,  whereby  the  Legislative  Powers,  incapable  of  annihilation,  have 
returned  to  the  Poeple  at  large  for  their  exercise,  the  State  remaining,  in 
the  meantime,  exposed  to  all  the  Dangers  of  Invasion  tiora  without  and 
Convulsions'  within. 

He  has  endeavored  to  prevent  Population,  for  that  purpose  obstructing 
the  Laws  for  Naturalization  of  Foreigners;  refusing  to  pass  others  to 
encourage  their  Migrations  hither  and  raising  the  conditions  of  new  Appro- 
priations of  Lands. 

He  has  obstructed  the  Administration  of  justice,  by  refusing  Ills  assent  to 
Laws  (or  establishing  judiciary  Powers. 

He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  Will  alone  for  the  Tenure  of  tlieir 
OfQces  and  the  amount  and  payment  of  their  Salaries. 

He  has  ei'ected  a  multitude  of  New  OfBces  and  sent  hither  Swarms  of 
0(8061*  to  harrass  our  Poeple  and  eat  out  our  Substance, 

He  has  kept  among  us,  in  times  of  Peace,  Standing  Armies  without  the 
consent  of  our  Legislatures. 

He  tias  affected  to  render  the  Military  independent  of  and  superior  to  the 
Civil  Power. 

He  has  combined,  with  others,  to  subject  us  to  a  Jurisdiction  foreign  to 
our  Constitution  and  unacknowledged  by  our  Laws,  giving  his  assent  to 
their  Acts  of  pretended  Legislation. 

For  quarteiing  large  Bodies  of  wmed  Troops  among  us. 
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For  protecting  tlicm  by  a  mock  Trial  from  any  punislimuiit  fov  any  Mur- 
ders tlicy  slioTild  commit  on  the  Inhabitants  of  these  States. 

For  cutting  ofE  Trade  with  all  parts  of  the  World. 

For  imposing  taxes  upon  us  without  our  Consent. 

For  depriving  us,  in  many  cases,  of  the  Benefits  of  Trial  by  jury. 

For  transporting  ua  heyond  seas  to  he  tried  for  supposed  offences.   - 

For  abolishing  the  Free  System  of  English  Laws,  ill  a  neighboring 
Province,  establishing  therein  an  arbitrary  Government  and  enlarging  its 
boundaries,  so  as  to  render  it  at  once  an  Example  and  fit  Instrument  for 
introducing  the  same  absolute  Bule  into  these  Colonies. 

For  taking  away  our  Chaiters,  abolishing  our  most  valuable  Laws  and 
altering,  fundamentally,  the  Forms  of  our  Governments. 

For  suspending  our  Legislatures  and  declaring  themselves  invested  with 
Power  to  legislate  for  us  in  ALL  CASES  WHATSOEVER. 

He  has  abdicated  Government  here  by  declaring  us  out  of  his  Protection 
and  waging  war  against  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  seas,  ravaged  our  Coasts,  burnt  our  Towns  and 
destroyed  the  lives  of  our  Poeple. 

He  is,  at  this  time,  transjioTting  large  Armies  of  foreign  Mercenaries  to 
■  Complete  the  Works  of  Death,  Desolation  and  TYRANNY  already  begun, 
with  circumstances  of  Cruelty  and  Perfidy  scarcly  paralleled  in  the  most 
l)arbarous  Ages  and  totally  unworthy  the  Head  of  a  Civilized  Nation. 

He  has  Constrained  our  Fellow  Citizens,  taken  Captive  on  the  high  Seas 
to  t>ear  arms  against  their  Country;  to  become  the  Executioners  of  their 
Filends  and  Brethren,  or  to  fall  themselves  by  their  hands. 

He  lias  excited  Domestic  Insurrections  among  us  and  lias  endeavoured  to 
bring  on  the  Inhabitants  of  our  Frontiers  the  Mereiless  Indian  Savages, 
whose  known  Rule  of  Warfare  is  an  undistinguished  Destruction  of  all 
Ages,  Sexes  and  Conditions. 

In  every  Stage  of  these  Oppressions  we  have  petitioned  for  Redress  in  the 
most  humble  Terms;  our  repeated  Petitions  have  only  been  answered  by 
repeated  Injury!    A  Prince,  whose  chai-acter  is  thus  marked  by  every  Act    - 
which  may  define  a  TYRANT,  is  unfit  to  he  the  Ruler  of  a  FREE 
POEPLE. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attention  to  our  Brethren.  We  have 
warned  them,  from  time  to  time,  of  Attempts  by  their  Legislature  to  extend 
an  unwarrantable  jurisdiction  over  us;  We  have  reminded  them  of  the 
Circumstances  of  our  Emigration  and  Settlement;  We  have  appealed  to 
their  native  magnanimity  and  we  have  conjured  them  by  the  Ties  of  our 
Common  Kindred,  to  disavow  these  Usurpations  wliich  would  inevitably 
Interrupt  our  Connexions  and  Correspondence.  They  too  have  been 
deaf  to  the  Voice  of  Justice  and  Consanguinuity.  We  must  Uierefore 
acquiesce  in  the  Necessity  which  announces  our  separation  and  liold  them, 
as  we  hold  the  rest  of  Mankind,  Enemies  in  Wai',  in  Peace  friends. 

We  therefore,  the  REPRESENTATIVES  of  the  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  in  GENERAL  CONGRESS  assembled,  appealing  to  the  8U- 
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PKEME  JUDGE  of  the  World  for  the  I'ectitude  of  our  Intentions,  do,  in 
the  Name  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  goud  Poeple  of  these  Colonies,  sol- 
emnly publish  aud  declare  thattheseUnited  States  are  aiidof  Right  ought  to 
be  FREE  AND  INDEPENDENT  STATES;  that  Uiey  ai'e  absolved  from 
aU  Allegiance  to  the  British  Crown  and  that  all  Political  Connexion  be- 
tween them  and  the  Stat*  of  Gi'eat  Britain  is  and  ought  to  be  totally  dis- 
solved, and  that  as  FREE  AND  INDEPENDENT  STATES  they  have 
full  Power  to  carry  on  War,  Conclude  Peace,  to  Contract  Alliancea,  estab- 
lish Commerce  and  to  do  all  other  Acts  and  things  wliich  INDEPENDENT 
STATES  may  of  Right  do. 

And  for  the  Support  of  this  Declaration,  with  a  Arm  Eeliance  on  the 
Projection  of  DIVINE  PROVIDENCE,  We  mutually  pledge  to  each  our 
LIVES,  our  FORTUNE  and  our  SACRED  HONOR. 

Signed  by  ORDER  and  in  BEHALF  OF  CONGRESS. 

.JOHN  HANCOCK,  PaESiDBMT. 
ATTEST.  CHARLEe  THOMPSON,  Secy.  ' 

In  Council,  Watertown,  July  17,  1776. 

ORDERED  That  the  Declaration  of  Independence  be  printed  and  a  copy 
sent  to  the  Minister  of  each  Parish  of  every  Denomination  within  this 
State,  and  that  thoy  severally  be  required  to  read  the  same  to  their  respec- 
tive Congi'cgationa,  as  soon  as  Divine  Service  is  ended  in  the  afternoon,  on 
the  first  LoM's  Day  irfter  they  shall  have  received  it :— And  after  such  Pub- 
lication thereof  to  deliver  the  said  Declaration  to  tlie  Clerks  of  their  several 
Towns  or  Districts,  who  are  hereby  requii-ed  to  record  the  same  in  their 
inspective  Town  or  District  Books,  there  to  remain  as  a  perpetual  MEMO- 
RIAL thereof. 

In  the  Name  and  by  Older  of  the  Council. 

R.  DERBY,  Juo.-  Prasidenf. 

A  true  Copy,  Attest,  JOHN  AVERY,  Dep.  Secy. 

A  tme  Copy,  Attest,  JOSEPH  DORR,  Town  Clerk. 

Ab  this  time  Congress  had  called  for  recruits  for  the  expedi- 
tion to  Canada,  but  the  enlistments  progressed  slowly;  and  con- 
temporary. historians  tell  us  that  one  reason  was  tJiat,  in  Massa- 
chusetts, they  felt  they  were  not  secure  from  a  return  of  the 
British,  as  a  portion  of  their  fleet  were  still  at  anchor  in  the 
lower  hai'bor;  and  another  reason,  that  weighed  heavily  with 
many,  was  that  the  troops  east  of  the  State  of  Kew  York,  were 
not  treated  with  the  same  consideration  as  those  who  were  drawn 
from  the  Southern  States. 

The  General  Court  had  voted  to  raise  five  thousand  men  for 
six  months,  and,  to  encourage  enlistments,  offered  a  month's  pay 
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The  following  items  are  considered  of  sufficient  interest  to 
merit  an  insertion  in  these  annals: 

Records  of  the  Provincial  Congress  (Mass.  Archives),  Vol.  34, 
p.  765,  April  17,  1776. 

In  the  H.  of  R.  -  Resolved  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  Public  Treasury 
of  this  Colony  to  the  Sele«tmeu  of  the  Town  of  Mendou  £38.04.04  in  full 
of  their  account  for  provisions  and  transporting  the  same  to  Head  Quarters, 
in  April  last  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

Court  (Mass.  Archives),  Vol.  34,  p.  859,  May  7,  1776. 

In  H.  of  R  Resolved  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  Public  Treasury  of 
this  Colony  to  Edward  Eawson  the  sura  of  £6.00.00  for  the  use  of  Daniel 
Druce  in  full  tor  his  Pension  granted  to  him  by  the  General  Court  in  the 
year  1773. 

Court,  Vol.  35,  p.  109,  June  39,  1776. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Mendou, 
giving  information  agmnst  one  George  Gage,  of  Men  don  for  Mai  Conduct  i&c. 

Read  and  Committed,  with  the  papers  accompanying  the  same,  to  Joseph 
Cushing  and  David  Sewall  Esc[rs.  withsuch as  the  Hon"'*  House  shall  join. 

What  became  of  this  last  matter  is  not  now  known. 

July  33.     The  Town  of  Mendon  voted  to  pay  a  bounty  of  £10 
to  each  man  who  shall  voluntarily  enlist  in  the  public  service  in  ■ 
the  Northern  or  Canada  Department. 

The  Selectmen  were  directed  to  borrow  a  sufficient  sum  of 
money  to  pay  the  bounties  offered. 

Sept.  11.  Voted  to  raise  £40  for  schooling,  exclnsive  of  in- 
t-erest  arising  fi'om  the  school  bonds,  and  £380  to  defray  town 
charges,  including  bounties  to  the  soldiers. 

Henry  Benson  was  chosen  one  of  the  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence, &c.,  in  the  room  of  DeaeonJosephPay,  jm  the  service. 

Up  to  this  time  recruiting  for  the  army,  as  every  fifth  man 
enrolled  in  the  militia  was  called  for,  was  progi-essing  at  a  tardy 
pace.  To  expedite  the  matter  the  town,  Sept.  16,  voted  to  allow 
each  Soldier  and  non-commissioned  officer,  who  shall  march  to 
New  York,  on  t\ie  present  alarm,  SOs.  each,  and  30s.  per  month 
so  long  as  they  shall  continue  in  the  service  as  militia. 

Sept.  30,  A  County  Register  and  Coitnty  Treasurer  were 
chosen,  and,  as  usnal,  no  record  is  made  of  the  names  of  the 
suceessfal  candidates. 

The  subject  of  a  State  Government  bad  by  this  time  very  gen- 
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erally  engaged,  the  attention  of  the  people,  and  hence,  in  the 
warrant  for  a  town  meeting,  to  be  held  Sept.  30,  the  following 
article  is  found: 

"To  see  if  the  Male  inhabitants  of  twenty  one  yearaof  age  and  upwai-ds, 
beiiigfree,  will  give  their  Consent  that  tlie  present  Representatives  of  the 
Mdssachnsetts  Bay,  together  with  the  Council,  if  they  consent  in.  one  body, 
may  agree  on  a  Form  of  Government  for  this  State,  pursiiant  to  a  Resolve 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  17th.  instant." 

Upon  the  consideration  of  this  article,  the  town  voted  in  the 
negative,  and  chose  a  committee  of  nine  persons  to  instruct  onr 
Representative  (Joseph  Dorr,  Esq.)  relative  to  the  form  of  civil 
government. 

Chose  for  the  committee  James  Sumner,  Edward  Eawson, 
Esq.,  Ensign  Pelatiah  Darling,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Holbrook,  Capt. 
Peter  Penniman,  Mr.  Aaron  Everett,  Lieut.  Seth  Nelson,  Oapt. 
John  Tyler  and  Maj.  Joseph  Daniels. 

This  committee  was  to  report  a  draft  of  their  instructions  at 
the  next  meeting.  They  made  a  report  as  directed,  but  it  was 
not  recorded,  nor  is  the  same  to  be  foand  in  the  archives  of  the 
town. 

At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  not  to  allow  an  luoonlating  Hos- 
pital for  the  small-pox  to  be  opened  in  the  town. 

Oct.  14.  The  town  again  voted  they  would  not  impower  the 
present  General  Court  to  form  and  establish  a  Constitution  of 
Government  for  the  State. 

After  accepting  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Nine,  chosen 
above,  whatever  it  was,  they  voted  an  approval  of  the  Resolves  of 
the  town  of  Stoughton  relative  to  the  manner  of  proceeding  in 
forming  a  Constitution  of  Government. 

The  Resolves  of  the  town  of  Stoughton  are  as  follows,  and  for 
a  transcript,  from  which  they  are  a  copy,  I  am  indebted  to  the 
kindness  of  Henry  0^  Kimball,  the  Clerk  of  that  town: 

We  the  Subscriljers  being  ciiosen,  by  this  town,  ata  Town  Meeting  legally 
assembled  at  Stoughton  on  tlie  30th.  of  September  last,  a  Committee  to  draft 
a,  vote  upon  an  ai'ticle  in  y"  Town  Warrant  respecting  Choosing  the  Present 
General  Court  to  form  a  Plan  of  Government  for  the  State,  have  attended 
tliat  service  and  beg  leave  to  report  the  Following  Resolutions,  viz : — 

1.  Resolved,  that  Good  Government  is  the  Basis  of  Liberty  and  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  y"  safety  and  well  fare  of  a  poeple. 

3,  Resolved,  that,  as  the  End  of  Government  is  y'  happiness  of  y'  poe- 
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pie,  so  y  sole  power  aud  right  of  forming  and  estalilishing  a  Plan  tliereof 
is  Essentially  in  the  poeple. 

8.  Resolved,  tliat,  as  this  State  [is]  at  present  Destitute  of  a  fixed  and 
Established  form  of  Government,  it  is  ahaolutely  necessary  that  one  he  im- 
mediately formed  and  Established,  agreeable  to  the  Recommendations  of 
the  Grand  Congress. 

4.  Resolved,  that,  as  the  present  House  of  Representatives  have  passed  a 
Resolve  to  see  if  tlie  several-Towns  in  this  State  would  Empower  them  the 
sd  House,  together  with  the  Council,  to  enact  a  form  of  Government  for 
this  State,  it  appears  to  us  unadvisable  and  irrational  and  a  measure  that 
ought  not,  by  any  means,  to  be  complied  with,  for  these  reasons,  viz:— 
that  we  are  totally  unacijuaiated  with  the  capacities  and  Patriotism  and 
Characters  of  ya  members  that  compose  the  sd  House  and  Council,  Except 
ing  our  own  members;  also  because  they  were  never  elected  by  the  poeple 
for  that  purpose  and  also  because  the  present  Embarrassed  state  of  our 
public  affairs  calls  for  the  steady  attention  of  every  member  of  sd  House. 

5.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  Duty  and  Interest  of  this  Town  immediately  to 
Choose  one  or  move  members  to  join  with  the  members  of  the  other  Towns 
in  this  State  to  form  and  publish  a  plan  of  Government  for  said  State. 

6.  Resolved,  tliat  in  order  to  Carry  the  aforegoing  resolution  into  execu- 
tion as  BOOH  as  the  importance  of  y=  matter  may  admit,  it  appears  to  us 
best  that  the  members  of  the  several  towns  in  each  county  in  this  State, 
chosen  for  the  Express  purpose  aforesaid,  should  meet  together  in  County 
Conventions  and  when  so  met  should  draft  a  form  of  Qovemment  for  y' 
whole  State.  Then  that  the  members  of  the  several  Towns  of  this  State 
should  meet  together  by  themselves,  or  by  their  Committees  in  a  State 
Convention  or  Congress  and  compare  the  several  forms  of  Government 
together  whereby  the  wisdom  of  the  whole  State  may  be  collected  and  a 
form  of  Quvernment  may  he  exti'acted. 

7.  Resolved,  that  it  appears  to  us  absolutely  necessary  for  tlie  Liberty 
and  Safety  of  the  State  that  the  Plan  of  Qovemment  when  formed  and 
published  should  not  be  Established  till  the  Poeple  of  this  State  have  had 
time  and  opportunity  of  thoroughly  examining  the  same  and  consent  that 
it  be  established  by  the  said  State  Convention  or  Congress,  All  which  is 
humbly  submitted  by  us. 

John  Kenny,  "I 

Chrisb  Wadhworth, 
JoNATKAs  Capen,       ^Committee, 
Abnbr  Crane, 
Elijah  Dubbar.        I 
Stoughton  Oct.  y=  3.  1776. 

On  motion  made  that  the  foregoing  Report  be  published  in  the  Public 
newspapers,  it  was  tlien  voted  in  y»  affirmative.  Nomine  Contradicente 
Attest,    Thbophilus  Lton,  Town  Clerk,  pro,  tern, 
A  true  Copy  from  the  Records  of  the  Town  of  Stoughton. 

Attest,    Henry  C.  Kimball,  Town  Clerk. 
Stoughton,  Aug.  9.  1875. 
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i  the  three  months  men  recorded 
on  page  340,  remained  in  the  service  until  Janiiaiy  1776,  when, 
upon  a  new  call  for  4,368  men,  the  quota  for  Mendon  was  thirty- 
three  for  tlu'ee  months.  In  June  another  call  was  made  for 
1,136  men,  and  the  qnota  for  Mendon  was  set  down  at  forty 
for  eight  months.  The  names  of  these  last  quotas  are  not  found, 
as  the  nwister  rolls  at  the  State  House  have  been  mislaid  or  lost. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1775,  it  seems  that  there 
had  been  an  election  of  field  officers  in  the  3d  regiment  of  the 
militia,  and  that  the  election  of  Joseph  Chapin  as  Lieut.  Colonel 
and  Caleb  Whiting  as  second  Major,  of  Uxbridge,  had  given 
rise  to  great  dissatisfaction,  and,  at  last,  resulting  in  the  follow- 
ing appeal  to  the  General  Court: 

Eovolutionaiy  Eesolves,  Vol.  209,  p.  168,  et  eequitnr.  ■ 

The  Petition,  address  and  Remonstrance  of  the  Preeliolders  and  Inhatii- 
tanls  of  the  Town  of  Uxbridge,  assemhled  this  8th.  day  of  February  1776, 
at  the  House  of  Ezebiel  Wood,  Innholder,  in  said  Uxbridge  at  the  desire 
of  Col,  Wood. 

■  To  the  Honorable  Council  and  Representatives  of  the  Colony  of  the 
Massachusetta  Bay,  now  sitting  at  Watertown,  We  Humbly  and  Dutifully 
beg  Leave  to  Lay  before  you  our  unhappy  Situation  Respecting  the  affair 
of  Field  Officers  for  the  Regiment  we  belong  to  and  to  acquaint  you  wiUi 
matters  of  fact  R«apecting  the  same.  About  the  I9th.  of  October  Last,  a 
few  of  the  Officers  met  at  Mendon  and  weat  to  Col.  Wheeloclt  and  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  Give  out  a  Notification  to  assemble  all  the  Officers  of  the 
Regiment.  Fii-st:  At  Mendon  at  one  side  of  the  Regiment.  2ndly.  8d 
Notification  artfully  drawn  for  the  Col.  to  Sign,  Not  setting  forth  one 
word,  what  the  business  of  the  day  was  to  be,  but  in  a  private  way  inform 
Some  So  that  their  Clamor  Chive  Strength  to  the  Designing  party.  3dly. 
And,  in  order  to  caiTy  their  pint  first,  past  a  previous  vote  that  he  that  had 
the  most  votes  Should  be  the  person  to  be  Recommended-  Whether  he 
had  one  quai-ter  of  the  votes  or  not.  4thly.  The  Notification  was  not  dis- 
covered t<>  Some  of  the  officers  till  It  was  time  to  set  out  for  Mendon,  for 
fear  the  minds  of  their  constituents  would  be  had;  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that 
a  few  Designing  persons  beginning,  and  being  Kerftil  to  admit  none  but 
tlieir  own  Seek,  by  taking  a  few  at  first  and  Gradually  Growing  Larger 
may  prevail  upon  a  large  body  at  Last  and  Get  the  Greater  part  to  Lean 
that  way.  If  both  branches  of  the  Honourable  Court  have  put  in  the 
Olflc«i-s  without  tfieir  works  of  Recommendation  and  it  had  been  Never  So 
mortifying  we  should  have  endeavored  to  have  been  Submissive  and  Duti- 
ful under  It  and  with  all  Submission  we  humbly  beg  Leave  to  have  the 
Man  Commissioned  from  Uxbridge,  which  the  Court  has  appointed,  whome 
we  undei'stand  is  Capt.  Josepli  Chapin,     If  thai;  is  denied  we  pi-ay  tiiat  the 
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Town  may  have  Liberty  (yy       d      t  nl      h         til      ttdn 

and  Recommend  one  to  1     C  n  m       n  1—  f  tf   t        1       d         It  ml  ly 
pray  we  may  be  Laid  totl     E-nrntthtStt      11  to       dso 

be  separated  from  Mend       tl      Auae    f  all  D  IB     Ity  t  g  tb  th 

two  of  our  pretended  Offi        wb  Oh         nl    f  yea    wb   b 

time  expired  Long  ago,      d        wliUj  Dso       tl   m  an  1  th    1     d  b  11 
Sent  to  our  Town  for  a  u      CI     ce  whollj  secreted. 

These  matters  we  suppose  to^e  the  cause  why  Oie  Men  Lately  sent  for 
Did  not  Go,  but  if  our  humble  Petition  Can  be  Qraoiously  Received  and 
we  Relieved.  Beud  a  new  order  for  the  Men,  that  was  last  sent  for  and  yon 
shall  have  them  immediately.  When  tbe  Last  men  were  marched  out  of 
Uxbndge,  which  through  a  mistake  was  double  our  Shalr,  our  two  pro- 
tended abovesaid  officers  followed  the  Drum  and  used  their  infiuence  and 
could  prevaO  upon  but  [one]  person  to  Go  with  Uiem,  but  when  Oapt  Oha. 
pm,  whose  Sircumstances  would  not  allow  him  to  be  Gone  from  home 
wa.  desired  to  turn  out  the  men  to  there  full  Humber  followed  him  Im- 
mediately. Respecting  tbe  man  in  Dxbiadge  tliat  they  Recommended  we 
humbly  refer  your  Honour,  to  Many  of  your  bretboring  who  are  memheni 
of  the  House  which  belong  Kitber  to  Mendou  or  tlxbiidge  who  attended 
the  County  Convention  and  heani  what  be  bad  to  oflfer.  If  they  have  forgot 
we  will  send  you  matters  of  fact  Respecting  the  affair  If  we  are  laid  to 
Sutlon,  offiooi'  or  no  omeer,  we  will  bo  Content  if  you  cannot  be  persuaded 
to  relieve  us  no  way,  which  [is]  as  Reasonable  as  any  petition  that  Ever 
went  from  North  America  t*  Great  Britain,  then  with  the  same  Reluctancy 
that  they  Contend  with  Briton,  we  most  with  Sorrow  and  Grief  Inform 
you  that  Notlung  1,  to  be  Exjaicted  from  us  but  a  passive  obedience  and 
Nou  Resistance. 

Signed  by  Ezekiel  Wood  and  63  otbeis. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  Honourabl.  the  House  of  Repres.n- 
latoe^  for  tbe  Colony  of  the  Massachnsett,  Bay  in  General  Court  a.scm- 

We  th.  subscribers,  Member,  of  the  Third  Regiment  in  the  County  of 
woicester  once  more  ciave  your  Honour's  indulgence  to  lay  before  you  the 
present  unsettled  and  unhappy  State  of  our  Regiment  *  piiy  Oi.t  you  will 
kindly  eiert  the  power  and  authority  we  acknowledge  to  be  vested  in  you 
m  Ti^S  »•"'"«»  ""1  H«™»nr  auiong  tbe  Regiment  with  RcgarS  a 
Field  Offleer.,  which  w,  eam«,tl,  wbli  u  enjoy.  We  humbly  hope  that 
your  Honours  wiU  not  impute  it  to  a  turbulent,  factious  disposition  that 
w.  thus  petition  you :    Such  is  the  Difficulty  if  not  impossibility  of  settling 

SL  oT  '",  k"  T''  *''"'»~  '""^'  "■•  I"""'  •"■goooM  of 
yield  Office™  and  such  tbe  Ejigency  of  the  times  and  N«»ssity  of  every 
Regiment  being  in  the  best  Posture  for  action  and  Defence,  that  we  Ilnd 
oniseives  under  the  disagreeable  Necessity  of  doing  what,  la  ordimtrv 
times,  might  be  deemed  a  violation  of  the  Rules  of  Decency  vii-.-^A  Peti 
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tinning  for  iin  Alteration  in  the  Appointmuiit  of  Field  Officers  for  said 
Regiment  even  aftei'  CommiBsions  are  made  out.  We  beg  your  Honours 
would  permit  «a  speak  our  sentimentH  freely— we  mean  to  do  it  wiUi  De- 
cency, The  poeple  of  Uxbridge  in  the  last  remonstrance  which  they  mat 
into  the  Court  against  the  proceedings  of  the  Regiment  Lad  .the  assurance 
to  assert  that  all  the  uneasiness  in  the  Regiment  arose  from  the  poeple  of 
Mendou  and  one  or  two  pretended  Officers  in  Uxbridge,  which  (to  say  the 
best  of  it)  is  a  barefaced  misrepresentation.  The  truth  is  a  little  knot  of 
Poeple  ia  Uxbridge  who,  for  yeai*  past,  have  been  notorious  for  party 
spirit  in  Town  affairs,  and  the  set  of  poepie,  actuated  by  the  same  Spirit, 
affect  to  take  the  lead  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Regiment.  "When 
the  Militia  Officers  of  the  Regiment  first  met  for  the  purpose  of  Recom- 
mending to  your  Honours  such  persons  as  they  judged  best  qualified  for 
Field  Officers,  these  were  the  poeple  who  began  the  opposition  and  took  it 
upon  themselves  to  nominate  persons  according  to  their  own  humour. 
And  it  is  to  be  regi'etted  that  the  Honble.  General  Assembly  Lave  paid  so 
much  Attention  to  them,  (we  think  more  than  they  merit)  while  tlie  repeated 
petitions  and  general  voice  of  the  Re^ment  has  been  disregarded.  We  will 
not  however  tell  your  Honours  as  the  above  B^d  Remonstrants  (we  think 
indecently)  did,  viz:  That  imless  you  think  proper  to  gratify  us  In  this, 
that  and  the  other  particular,  that  nothing  is  to  be  expected  but  passive 
Obedience  and  non  resistance,  yet  we  are  constrained  to  say,  that  while  we 
possess  the  True  Spirit  and  Liberal  Sentiments  of  Englishmen,  we  can 
never  contentedly  submit  to  be  led  and  governed  by  a  junta  of  sixty  six, 
which  is  about  the  fourteenth  part  of  the  Regiment.  We  think  we 
merit  as  well  of  the  Public  as  the  persons  who  oppose  us;  we  have 
been  always  ready  to  risk  our  lives  and  Fortunes  for  its  defence  in  the 
in  vie  with  the  most  zealous  in  this  matter  wiiich 
le  Requisitions  of  the  Honorable  Court  and  large 
drafts  of  our  men,  now  in  the  field,  clearly  demonstrate,  which  our  Neigh- 
bours, who  would  fain  be  thought  so  high  in  the  cause  of  Liberty,  have 
been  greatly  deficient  in  furnishing  their  Quota  of  Men  for  the  Public  Ser- 
vice at  a  time  when  they  were  greatly  needed.  As  we  are  well  acquainted 
with  the  Character  and  Abilities  of  Gentlemen  in  our  own  Regiment,  we 
recommended  those  to  your  Honours,  at  first,  of  whose  attachment  to  tlie 
General  Cause  of  Liberty  we  have  the  most  assured  confidence,  and  in 
whose  Military  Abilities  &  Accomplishments  we  are  entirely  satisfied,  and 
who,  aU  things  considered,  we  must  believe  are  the  most  suitable  Persons 
lo  fill  the  several  Departments  to  which  they  were  recommended.  We  stiU 
hope  your  Honours  will  be  disposed  to  gratify  the  Regiment  in  this  Regard, 
as  we  doubt  not  your  wisdom  will  enable  you  to  do  it  in  a  way  consistent 
with  your  own  Dignity,  If  your  Honours  ttill  remain  unsatisfied  with  our 
Representations  of  these,  we  would  beg  this  ta\  our  viz  — That  your  Hon- 
ours would  appoint  a  Committee  of  Gentlemen  from  some  other  Cjunty, 
with  orders  to  convene  either  the  jfflceis  of  the  Regiment  oi  the  whole 
Regiment  as  may  be  thought  most  prop  i    in  oid  r  to  ^ti  ty  >  duis  Ives 
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more  fiilly  in  Regaiil  to  ils  true  State ;  or  tliat  your  Honours,  in  your  great 
wisdom,  would  devise  some  other  way  iind  misans  to  i-estoru  peace  and  har- 
mony to  the  Itegiment.     And  as  in  Duty  iMund  sliall  ever  pray. 
Marcli  15.  1776. 

Signed  by  Jolin  Alhee  and  880  otliers  of  the  Regiment. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  8.  1776. 
Read  and  referred  to  Brigadier  Godfrey  ajid  Deacon  Stickney  witii  such 
as  the  Honor"!  Board  shall  join. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence, 

^    „         .   ,  Samdel  Freeman,  Spealser  pro  tern. 

.    In  Councii  May  4.  1776. 

Read  and  Concurred  and  Edad  Taylor  Esq.  is  joined, 

Pehez  Mohton,  Dep.  Secy. 
The  Committee  above  mentioned  forthwith  made  the  following  Report, 
The  Committee  of  lioth  Houiiea  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
foregoing  Petition  beg  leave  that  they  ai'e  of  opinion  that  it  would  ■  be  ex- 
pedient Uiat  a  Committee  of  both  Houses  he  appointed  to  repMr  to  Mendon 
before  the  nest  meeting  of  the  General  Court  and  hear  the  Petitioners  upon 
the  subject  matter  of.  their  Petitipn  and  th^  they  take  Buch  measures  as 
shall  appear  to  thera  most  salutary  to  Restore  to  the  Third  Regiment  in  the 
County  of  Worcester  that  Peace  &  Harmony  which  is  necessary  at  aU  times 
and  more  especially  at  this  time,  when  the  aid  of  every  member  of  this 
Community  is  needed  to  repel  the  force  of  our  enemies.    The  said  Com- 
mittee to  make  a  Report  of  their  doings  herein  on  the  Second  day  of  the 
next  Session  of  the  General  Court. 
All  which  is  humbly  Submitted 

In  Council  May  4.  1776.  '  -'''^^'>^>  P'  ■  o"  ■ 

Read  and  Accepted  and  Ordered  that  Jabez  Fisher,  with  sueli  as  the 
Honorable  House  shall  join  be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in 
the  above  Report, 

Sent  down  for  Concurrence 

Peeez  Moeton,  Dep.  Sec. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  May  i,  1776. 
Read  and  Concurred  &  Josiah  Stone  and  Stephen  Metcalf  Esq.  are  joined. 
J.  Wabben,  Speaker, 


Tlie  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  at  the  last  Session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  to  repair  to  the  Town  of  Mendon  to  hear  a  number  of  Petition- 
ers on  the  subject  matter  of  their.  Petition,  Having  attended  to  that  service 
Beg  leave  to  Report. 

Notice  being  given  to  the  Petitioners  and  all  others  concerned  in  the 
Regiment  of  our  appointment  and  the  Order  of  Court  respecting  the  same, 
two  Committees  from  the  Company  in  the  Town  of  Uxbridge  and  a  Com- 
mittee  fi-om  each  of  the  othei'  seven  companies  in  the  Regiment  were  pres- 
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cut  before  your  Committee  and  were  severally  heard  fully;  after  which  it 
appeared  to  your  Committee  that  six  of  aaid  Companies  and,  at  least,  one 
half  of  the  Company  in  Uxhridge  appeared  much  dissatisfied  with  y'  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Joseph  Chapin  for  Lieut.  Colonel  and  Mr.  Caleb  Whiting 
for  Second  Major  in  said  Regiment,  who  were  recommended  without  the 
knowledge  and  contrary  to  the  incliuation  of  awd  Regiment. 

The  Officers  had  met  and  agreed  to  recommend  Capt.  Nathan  Tyler  for 
Lieut.  Col.  &  Ezra  Whiting  Esq.  for  Second  Major,  wliich  they  appeared 
to  be  highly  in  favor  of.  The  Other  part  of  the  Company  in  Uxbridge 
appeared  wellpleased  with  the  appointment  of  Messrs.  Chapin  and  WhiiJng 
and  doubtless  will  be  uneasy  should  their  appointment  be  superseded. 
The-remaining  eighth  comjiany,  being  the  South  Company  in  DouglaiSS,  it 
appeared  to  your  Committee  that  they  were  somewhat  divided  but  not 
strenuous.  This  being  the  stale  of  the  facts,  as  near  aa  your  Committee 
have  been  able  to  collect  and  there  being  more  than  seven  to  one  dissatisfied 
with  the  present  appointment  of  Lt.  Col.  and  Snd  Major,  your  Committee 
are  humbly  of  opinion  tliat  tlie  most  likely  method  to  restore  harmony  to 
the  Regiment  will  be  to  indulge  the  petitioners  with  a  new  appointment 
of  Lt.  Col.  and  2d  Major  agr^ble  to  their  request,  and  in  case  that  part 
of  the  Company  in  Uxbridge  who  are  against  a  new  appointment,  should 
renew  their  request  to  be  joined  to  the  Regiment  to  which  Sutton  belongs, 
that  they  be  indulged  in  that  request  and  be  joined  accordingly. 
All  which  is  humbly  submitted 

jAiiEz  FiSHEK,  pr.  order. 
In  Council  June  4.  1779. 

Head  and  sent  down, 

JoHH  Lowell  Dopy.  Secy.  F.  T. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  June  5  1776, 

Read  &  accepted  &  aent  up  for  concurrence, 

J.  "Wakreb,  Speaker. 
In  Council  June  6,  17T0. 

Read  &  Concun'ed  by  15  of  the  Council. 

John  Lowell,  Depy.  Secy.  P.  T. 

From  Bany's  Histoiy  of  Massaclm setts.  Vol.  3,  p.  123,  wo 
learn  that  ffom  June  10th  to  the  I'J'th,  privateers  fi'om  Mai'ble- 
head  and  elsewhere,  had  captured  four  or  five  transport  ships, 
from.  England  and  Scotland,  eadh  having  on  hoard  from  eighty 
to  one  hnndred  Highlanders.  Soon  after  this  we  find  some 
Highlanders  were  sent  to  Mendon  on  parole,  and,  qnite  proba- 
bly, they  were  a  portion  of  those  who  had  recently  been  captured 
at  sea,  as  there  had  been  no  battle  on  the  land  where  they  could 
have  been  made  prisoners. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Massachusetts  Archives  and 
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Letters  will  furnish,  if  notliing  more,  an  amusing  account  of 
their  stay  in  Mendon: 
Eevolntion  Council  Papers  (Mass.  Archives),  Vol.  105,  p.  Sii. 

COLONY    OF   MASSACHUSETTS   BAY. 

Council  Chamber,  June  SO,  1776, 
Ordered  that  Colin  McKenzie,  Oolin  McKenzie,  Peter  Praser,  Oolin  Me- 
Kenzie,  Alex'  McTavish,  Dugald  Campbell  and  Donald  McBean,  OfBcers 
belonging  to  the  Highland  Regiment  which  hare  lately  heea  made  prison- 
ers of  war  by  the  Forees  of  the  United  Colonies  In  North  America,  be  put 
under  the  parole  agi-eed  upon  this  day  by  tlie  Council  and  that  they  shall 
be  d^tined  to  the  Town  of  Mendon,  in  the  County  of  Worcester  there  to 
remain,  or  within  six  miles  of  the  place  agreed  upon  for  their  residence  in 
said  town  during  the  present  war  between  Great  Britain  and  said  Colonies, 
or  until  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  or  the  Assembly  or  Council  of 
the  said  Colony  of  Massachusetts  shall  order  otherwise;  and  that  each  of 
said  Officers  shall  have  liberty  to  lake  one  servant  with  him,  who  shall  he 
under  the  same  restrictions  as  the  Officers.  Each  officer  to  be  accountable 
for  the  conduct  of  his  servant. 

John  Lowell,  Depy.  Secy.  P.  T. 

^     „  Watbktowk  June  30.  1776. 

Gentlemen 

The  Council  have  ordered  seven  officei's,  lately  taken  prisoners  by 
the  American  Forces,  to  the  Town  of  Mendon,  tliere  to  reside  till  further 
order.  You  are  therefore  directed  to  afford  said  Officers  your  md  and  sa- 
sistance  in  procuring  them  some  suitable  lodgings.  We  enclose  you  the 
Resolves  of  Congress  respecting  Piisoners  by  wliich  you  will  find  thatsuch 
as  are  officers  are  to  supply  themselves  and  are  allowed  to  draw  bills  to  pay 
for  their  subsistence  and  clothing. 

In  the  Name  and  by  the  Order  of  the  Council. 

Council  Chamber  June  30.  1776. 
Ordered  that  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Suffolk  be  and  hereby  is  di- 
rected to  employ  some  proper  persons  to  conduct  the  Officers,  hitely  taken 
prisoners  of  War  by  the  American  Forces,  to  tlie  several  towns  to  which 
they  ai'c  destined, 

John  Lowell  Dep.  Secy.  P.  T, 

TERMS   OP   the   PABOLB. 

We  Capt.  Colin  McKenzie,  Lieut.  Colin  McKenzie,  Bus.  Peter  Frazer, 
Colin  McKenzie,  Alex'  McTavish,  Dugald  Campbell  and  Donald  McBean| 
volunteers  in  the  71st.  Regiment  of  Highlandei's,  being  made  Prisoners  of 
War  by  the  Forces  of  the  Tliirteen  United  Colonies  in  North  America,  do 
promise  and  engage  on  our  Words  and  Honors  and  on  the  Faith  of  Genlle- 
raen  to  depart  from  hence  to  Mendon.  in  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  and  to  remain  there  or  within  six  miles  of  the  place  of  our  residence 
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in  said  Town  during  tlie  present  War  between  Great  Britain  and  tlie  said 
United  Colonies,  or  until  tlie  Congress  of  tlie  said  United  Colonies  or  the 
Asseraljly  or  Council  of  the  saJA  Colony  sliall  order  otherwise:  and  that  we 
will  not,  directly  or  indirectly  give  any  intelligence  whatever  to  the  n  mies 
of  the  United  Colonies,  or  do  or  aay  any  thing  in  opposition  to  o  n  p  ju 
dice  of  the  meaaul^  and  proceedings  of  any  Congress  for  the  said  0  1  n 
during  the  present  troubles,  or  until  we  are  duly  exchanged  or  d     ha  g  d 

And  each  of  us  engage  that  our  seiTants,  heing  under  tlie  same    es 
tions  by  Order  of  the  Council,  aa  we  ourselyes  are,  shall  severally   bse 
the  same. 
Given  under  our  hands  tliis  twenty  second  day  of  June  A.  D.  1776, 
Colin  McKbbzib,  Captmn, 
Colin  McKenzie,  Lieut,, 
Petbe  Fraber,  Ensign, 
Colin  McKenbie,  Volunteer, 
Albx»  McTavisii,  Volunteer, 
Dduald  Campbell,  Volunteer, 
Donald  McBban,  Volunteer, 

Eevolutionary  Letters,  Mass,  Archives,  vol.  195,  p.  193. 

Mbndon  aotli,  of  August  1776, 

Sir, 
8oon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Scotch  Officers  to  this  Town,  pursuant  to 
the  Orders  of  the  Honsif  Board,  we  wrote  a  few  lines  to  your  Honor  request- 
ing a  solution  of  certain  questions  relative  to  the  manner  of  conducting 
ourselves  with  Regard  to  said  Officers  and  their  Servants,  One  of  the  Se- 
lectmen was  ordered  to  sign  said  Letter  in  the  name  of  the  rest,  but,  it 
seems,  inadvertently  omitted  it,  and  which,  we  suppose  might  be  the  I'eaaon 
of  our  not  being  favoured  with  an  answer,  and  by  way  of  excuse  tliat  we 
were  not  apprized  of  the  abovementioned  omission  (at  least  most  of  us)  till 
a  few  hours  ago.  And  as  the  same  difficulty  still  remains  on  our  minds  we 
are  under  a  Necessity  of  troubling  your  Honor  with  anotiier  Epistle  on  the 
subject. 

As  we  observed  in  our  former  Letter  there  are  two  large  Roads  pass 
through  this  Town,  one  leading  from  Worcester  to  Providence  R.  I.,  the 
other  from  New  York  and  Connecticut  to  Boston.  The  latter  of  these  has 
for  many  years  been  called  the  Middle  Post  Road.-  Now  these  Officers,  at 
least  some  of  them,  are  desirous  of  boarding  in  the  center  of  the  Town, 
where  these  roads  intersect  each  other.  Tlie  Selectmen  were  not  willing  to 
.  gratify  them  in  this  request,  thinking  it  would  not  be  altogether  agreeable 
to  the  Spirit  of  the  Resolves  of  Congress,  The  Officers  take  it  aa  an. 
abridgement  of  the  Liberty  granted  them  and  insist  that  have  a  right  to 
board  where  they  like,  in  any  part  of  the  town.  We  beg  to  Iw  instructed 
in  this  matter.  Another  difficulty  has  arisen  with  regard  to  these  Ollicers 
Sei'vants  or  Waiters.  They  have  brought  five  men  servants  and  two  women, 
wives,  they  ^y,  to  two  of  their  men  servants.    The  Resolves  of  Congress 
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make  no  provision  for  Servants,  nor  did  your  Honor  mention  anything 
concerning  them  in  your  Letter  to  the  Selectmen,  The  officers  refuse  to 
pay  for  their  board  andwe  cannot  find  any  one  willing  to  trust  to  any  other 
pay.  A  Difference  having  arisen  between  one  of  said  Officers  and  his  9er- 
■  vaut,  the  Officer  has  left  the  house  where  he  used  to  bowd  and  left  his 
servant  behind,  refusing  to  pay  his  board.  The  Entertainer,  to  secure  his 
pay,  detains  the  Officer's  Trunk  and  part  of  his  clothing.  We  must  entreat 
your  Honor  to  espMn  our  Duty  to  us  in  these  matters. 

Wc  are,  with  the  greatest,  your  Honor's  most  Obedient,  humble  sei-vant, 
Peter  Pebmiman,  in  the  Name  and  by 
Order  of  the  Selectmen. 

I'Jiis  lefcfcci'  was  iindoabtedly  directed  to  John  Lowell,  Dep. 
Sec.  P.  T.  of  the  Coaneil.  Bee.  Council  Papers,  (Mass  Ar- 
chives) vol.  165,  p.  143. 

The  following  order  was  passed  nponthe  reception  of  a  letter 
(the  first  one  Tost)  from  the  Selectmen  of  Mendon. 
Council  Chamber,  Aug.  33,  1776. 

The  Board  thinking  it  proper  that  the  Offlcera,  viz;  Colin  McKenzie, 
Capt, ,  Colin  McKenzie,  Lieut. ,  Peter  Frazer,  Ensign,  and  Colin  McKenzie, 
AJexr  McTarish,  Dugald  Campbell  and  Donald  McBean,  Volunteer, -with 
their  Servants,  Prisioners  of  War,  who  were  sent  to  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
in  the  County  of  Worcester,  should  be  removed  to  the  Town  of  Grafton  in 
said  County. 

Ordered  that  the  Sheriff  of  the  aforesaid  County  be  directed,  Immedi- 
ately, to  remove  the  said  Officers  and  their  Servants,  except  the  one  who 
ha^  been  dismissed,  to  the  said  Town  of  Grafton  and  deliver  them  to  the 
care  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  and  Inspection ;  and  he  is  further  Ordered 
to  deliver  to  said  Oflcers  their  Parole  for  their  residence  in  Mendon  upon 
their  signing  a  like  Parole  for  their  tarrying  in  Grafton.   ' 

For  some  reaeon,  which  does  not  appeal-,  the  order  failed  to 
reaoli  the  Sheriff,  as  will  appear  by  the  following: 
Eec.  Lettei-s  (Muss.  Ai-.)  vol.  395,  p.  353. 

Mendon  Nov.  13.  1778. 
Sir, 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence  &c.  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  have 
reed,  a  Letter  from  the  Hon"^  Council  of  this  State  informing  ua"  tlmt  they 
have  ordered  your  Honor  to  remove  all  the  Prisioners  in  Mendon  to  the 
Town  of  Grafton,  and  the  Committee  have  been  waiting  impatiently  for 
tlieir  removal,  for  the  following  reasons,  tiiat  is  that  they  have  got  ac- 
quainted with  all  parts  of  Uie  town,  or  the  people  in  all  parts  of  it;  and  aorae 
persons  in  aaid  town,  seem  to  favour  their  cause,  and  further  persons  from 
different  Neighboring  Towns  come  lurking  round  them,  for  wiiat  reason 
we  are  not  able,  at  this  Ume,  to  assign,  but  we  beSeve  for  no  good  intent, 


dbjGoogle 


SOa  ANNALS  OF  MENDON.  ]  1776. 

and  we  think  it  test  for  the  Good  and  Safety  of  the  State  that  they  be  re- 
moved from  this  Town  immediately,  to  some  other  Town,  In  30  doing 
you  will  ohlige  yrs,  &c. 

John  Tyibb,        1   Committee  of  Correspondence, 
Jos.  OiBBS,  Inspection  and 

John  Alubb,        V  Safety, 
Gideon  Albeki,       For  tJie  Town 
IIicNBY  Benson,  J  of  Mendon. 

To  Simeon  Dwight,  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Worcester,  Dlr.  these. 

Western  Nov.  16,  1776, 
To  the  Hon*^  Council  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay: 

I  send  you  Inclosed 
a  letter  I  received  from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  &c,  Ac,  of  the 
Town  of  Mendon  wherein  your  Honors  may  ohseiTe  that  they  Inform  me 
that  your  Honors  have  Informed  them,  by  a  letter,  that  you  have  ordered 
me  to  remove  the  Prisoners  in  Mendon  &e. 

I  heg  leave  to  inform  your  Honors  tliat  I  have  received  no  such  Order, 
hut  ahail  be  ready  to  obey  when  I  shall  receive  it, 
I  am  your  Honor's  most  Obedient  ami  most  Humble  Servant. 

Simeon  Dwiout. 

Eec.  Council  Papers  (Mass.  Ar.)  vol.  166,  p.  12. 
Gentlemen 

I  take  tlie  liberty  of  appealing  to  your  justice  from  the  Ignorance 
and  Brutality  of  the  Committee  and  Selectmen  of  this  Town  which  have 
reduced  the  British  Prisoners  on  their  Parole  here  to  a  situfttion  which 
(to  borrow  an  expression  of  your  late  proclamation)  la  less  a  favor  than  the 
Grave.  Notwithstanding  our  utmost  endeavours  to  live  on  good  terms  with 
the  people  we  have  been  constantly  insulted  from  the  very  day  of  our  ar- 
rival. Their  threats  of  Assassination  we  have  overlooked  as  the  least 
coi^iderable  iu  the  whole  Catalogue  of  our  Grievances,  the  idea  of  Death 
being  familiar  to  Soldiers.  We  have  l}een  restricted  to  houses  unfit  to  pro- 
vide for  us  and  to  bounds  far  narrower  than  those  prescribed  by  Congress. 
I  do  not  mean  to  involve  all  the  Inhabitant's  in  an  indiscriminate  censure.  . 
Some  few  there  are  of  a  more  ingenuous  nature,  but  they  must  te  cautious 
of  showing  any  symptoms  of  sympathy,  unless  they  choose  to  be  branded 
as  Enemies  of  America.  It  is  the  conduct  of  our  Prosecutors  which  mil- 
itates, in  every  view,  against  the  cause  they  pretend  to  support. 

One  of  our  Gentlemen  was  sent  to  jail  the  other  day  for  saying,  if  he 
was  clear  of  his  parole  and  at  the  head  of  a  thousand  Tories  and  four  hun- 
dred Highlanders  that  he  thought  he  could  force  his  way  to  a  sea  port ;  and 
even  this  expression  (which  never  can  he  construed  into  a  breach  of  his 
parole)  he  was  provoked  to  by  the  most  indecent  reflections  ou  the  Brit- 
ish Troops.  Two  soldiers  were  imprisoned  at  the  same  lime  for  Crimes  too 
trifling  to  be  mentioned.  Another  of  our  Gentlemen  had  a  narrow  escaiie, 
having  been  accused  of  saying  that  lie  lield  fast  his  integrity  and  I  was  on 
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the  Brink  of  being  brought  to  Trouble  for  thteatoQing  to  set  the  North. 
Rifier  on  Mt6.    Such  are  oui-  judges!    May  they  never  be  so  Judged. 

A  jail,  such  as  the  British  jail  at  Qaebec  has  been  described  to  me  by 
American  priaouera,  who  have  passed  some  time  there,  were  a  welcome 
Asylum  to  the  miseries  we  feel;  but  Worcester  3ei\  is  only  another  name 
for  Horror!    A  wretched  pittance  of  the  most  wretched  provisions,  a  total 
want  of  Are,  bedding  and  every  other  comfort  and  deprivation,  in  some 
degree,  of  the  blessed  light  of  heaven,  constitute  only  the  most  tolerabl 
part  of  the  accumulated  calamities  of  those  unhappy  men  who  are  < 
Brink  of  falling  victims  to  Barbarity  in  that  Mansion  of  Despair.     Reflect 
Gentlemen,  how  hard  such  usage  as  we  meet  must  bear  on  men  fostered  i 
the  bosom  of  British  Liberty.    That  you  are  ignorant  of  our  sufferings, 
firmly  believe,  nor  is  it  to  be  supposed  you  could  bear  the  thoughts  of  ad- 
dressing the  AU  Seeing  Deity,  on  the  approaching  occasion*  under  the  c» 
Bciousneas  of  so  enormous  a  Breach  of  the  Laws  of  God  and  Dictates 
Humanity!    We  seek  not  to  interest  your  passions — we  implore  not  your 
Pity,  but  we  appeal  to  your  Justice — from  that  we  expect  an  immediate 
aJloviation  of  our  Hardships. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  all  due  Respect, 
Gentlemen 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

Colin  McICenzib,  Capt. 
in  the  71st  Regt  Foot. 

Mcadou,  Nov.  3,  17;6.     The  Pres.  &  Council. 

Mumoraurliira  Rec'"  by  the  Tieonderoga  Post,  Dec.  16,  1776. 
State  op  MAsaACHUSBTTS  Bay, 

Council  Chamber,  Dec.  17,  1776. 

Ordered  that  the  Secretary  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  serve  the  Se- 
lectmen and  Committee  of  Correspondence  &c.  for  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
with  an  attested  copy  of  a  letter,  now  before  the  Board,  signed  by  Colin 
McKenzie,  Captaip  in  the  71st  Eeg.  of  Foot  dated  Dec.  3,  1776  and  also  a 
Copy  of  this  Order,  and  said  Selectmen  and  Committee  are  hereby  directed, 
immediately,  to  make  answer  to  this  Board  to  the  contents  of  said  Letter. 

Although  nothing  was  found  in  the  State  Archives  at  ^pston 
of  the  doings  of  the  Council  upon  the  appearance  of  the  Select- 
men and  the  Committeej  still  it  is  presumed  a  hearing  was  had, 
as  may  be  inferred  by  the  following  letter. 

Eec.  Conncil  papers,  vol.  166,  p.  170. 

Gentlemen, 

I  yesterday  received  the  Honour  of  your  Letter  of  the  17th. 
and  it  is  with  pleasure  I  acknowledge  the  luady  Condescension  with  which 
you  have  considered  my  eomplmnt  against  the  Selectmen  and  Committee 

*lLankegiving. 
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of  this  place.  I  might  have  greatly  swelled  the  charge,  hy  informing  you 
of  their  confining,  without  any  cause,  tlie  Master  of  a  Transport*  who 
came  here  to  visit  ub,  and  sending  Mm  to  Boston,  under  a  Guard  of  their 
own  Memhers,  after  Laving  extorted  money  from  him  hy  threatening  to 
commit  him  to  Worcester  Jail;  of  their  searcliing  the  couutry,  in.  the  gen- 
uine spirit  of  the  Inquisition,  for  Women  whom  they  miglit  persuade  to 
swear  a  Rape  againt  uss;  of  their  assaulting  our  Lodgings  at  MidnigkC  with 
a  Mob;  of  their  obli^ng  us  to  quit  a  house  in  which  we  were  civilly  treated 
for  that  of  a  Man  whom  they  knew  to  he  of  an  infamous  character  as  well 
as  to  have  constantly  discovered  a  particular  Inveterancy  against  us. 

These  and  some  further  pai'tlculars  of  the  same  kind  I  might  have  enu- 
merated, as  well  as  added  many  aggravating  circumstances;  hut  I  conflnod 
myself  to  what  I  judged  sufflcieut  to  engage  your  Interposition  in  our  Fa- 
vour, and  which  we  seem  already  to  have  experienced  the-  good  effects,  for 
we  have  lately  been  Enlarged  from  close  confinement  to  which  we  had  been 
hauled  away  from  our  Lodging  in  the  Night  Time  without  any  reason  as- 
signed for  such  usage.  We  have  also  obtained  a  privilege  of  which  we 
apprehend  neither  the  Congress  nor  you  ever  thought  of  depriving  us,  that 
of  choosing  our  own  Lodgings  in  which  we  have  yet  met  no  disturbance, 
so  that,  if  the  Selectmen  and  Committee  abstain  from  further  Injuries  we 
are  willing  to  forget  the  past. 

Indeed  I  never  meant  to  enter  into  any  contest  with  such  unraason- 
able  Men,  much  less  to  trouble  you  with  calling  to  an  Account  Men  who 
seem  not  to  have  been  designed  by  Nature  for  accountable  beings.  Some 
of  the  Excesses,  they  would  have  us  believe,  they  were  compelled  to  by 
the  Inhabitants,  but  this  wretched  Apology  of  those  imhappy  men,  is  flatly 
contradicted  by  the  resi)ectflble  part  of  the  Inhabitants,  who  entertain  too 
■great  contempt  for  their  Meanness  and  Incapacity  to  countenance  tlieir  Pro- 
ceedings, That  men  of  their  own  stamp  should  concur  in  their  Enormities 
is  natural  enough. 

I  now  take  the  liberty  of  soliciting  youi'  Honorable  Boards  Approbation 
and  concui'rence  upon  a  proposal  which  has  just  been  made  to  me  from 
Capt.  Simeon  Thayer  of  the  Continental  Troops,  now  on  his  Parole  at 
Providence,  of  an  exchange  betwixt  him  and  me.  And  that  you  may  have 
no  further  Trouble  in  the  Transaction  I  beg  leave  to  propose  that  I  may  be 
perml^sd  to  go  to  Rhode  Island,  on  my  pai'ole,  in  order  to  conclude  it.  If 
an  exchange  cannot  be  eflected,  my  next  wish  is  to  be  sent  to  Rhode  Island, 
New  York  or  Halifax,  on  the  same  terms  on  which  so  many  American  Of- 
ficers have  been  dismissed  by  our  General9._  Your  extending  this  indul- 
gence to  tlie  rest  of  the  Gentlemen  will  be  an  additional  obligation  on  all  of 
us  particularly  on 

Gentlemen 

Your  much  obliged  humble  Servant, 

Colin  McKenzie,  Capt.  17th  Regt.  Foot, 

Meudon,  Dec.  31,  1776, 

The  Honi.10  President  and  Council. 
'HukU  Walker. 
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The  following  extract  from  the  "  Record  of  the  Boston  Com- 
mittee of  Con-espondence,  Inspection  and  Safety,  May  to  Nov. 
1776,"  now  {April,  1880,)  being  piiblished  in  the  N.  E.  His.  and 
Gen.  Eegister,  will,  at  least,  settle  the  matter  that  Hugh  Walker 
and  the  Master  of  the  Transport,  mentioned  in  Oapt.  McKen- 
zie's  letter,  was  the  same  person. 
Boston  Com.  of  Correspondence  &c.  p.  58. 

"The  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspection  and  Safety  for  tlio 
Town  of  Mendon,  acquaints  this  Committee  by  a  jn^ift^ni/ on  file,  that  they 
had  sent  one  Hugh  Walker  to  this  Town,  who  was  taken  up  at  Mendon  as 
a  Stroller  &  corresponding  with  Capt.  McKenzie,  an  officer  placed  in  that 
Town  on  Pai'ole— and  they  pray  that  proper  care  may  be  taken  ol  him  by 
this  Committee. 

M'-  Thomas  directed  to  order  said  Walker's  attendauce  to-morrow  Even- 
ing at  this  place. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspection  and  Safety, 
at  the  Council  Chamber,  September  34'". 

M'-  Hugh  Walker  attended  according  to  order,  and,  being  iniiuired  of 
respecting  his  business  at  Mendon;  he  assured  the  Committee  that  his  being 
in  that  Town  was  in  order  to  settle  an  Account  and  receive  a  balance  to  him 
from  Oapt.  McKenzie.  M'-  Walker  was  dismissed,  being  first  cautioned 
against  leaving  this  town  without  a  pej-mit  for  his  doing  it  being  obtained 
from  this  Committee." 


1777.     In  Council  Jan.  8,  1777. 

TJie  above  Letter  Head  and  Committed  to  Richard  Derby  Esq.,  to  con- 
sider the  same  and  report. 

John  Aveky,  Depy.  Sec. 
State  of  Massachosetts, 

Council  Chamoek,  Apr.  16,  1777, 
Ordered  that  Capt.  Colin  McKenzie  be  and  he  is  hereby  permitted  to  go  to 
New  York  to  procure  the  Liberation  of  Capt,  John  Johnson  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  detained  a  prisoner  aforesaid.  Giving  his 
Parole  and  engaging  t»  do  all  in  his  power  to  obtain  the  exchange  or  return 
himself  witliln  five  weeks  from  the  date  hereof.  Said  Capt,  McKenzie  to 
go  with  Capt.  Thomas  Jenner  Games  to  the  Lines  at  or  near  New  York, 

State  of  Masbachdsetts  Bay, 

CouuaL  Chambeh,  April  16,  1777. 
I,  Colin  McKenzie,  Captain  of  a  Company  in  the  71st  Regiment  of  Foot, 
a  prisoner,  being  permitted  to  depart  this  State,  by  the  Hon*"  Ooimcil  to 
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go  to  New  York  to  procure  the  excliange  of  Jolin  Johnson,  Captain  iu  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  giving  my  Parole  of  Honor  and  engaging  to 
do  all  in  my  power  to  procure  the  liberation  of  said  Johnson,  if  he  is  yet 
detained  aa  a  prisoner  in  New  York,  if  aot,  and  he  is  already  exchanged,  I 
promise  upon  my  Honor,  to  procure  the  liberation  of  some  other  officer  of 
equal  rank  with  myself,  or  will  return  within  the  term  of  five  weeks  from 
the  date  hereof,  and  that  I  will  not  directly  or  indirectly  give  any  intelli- 
gence whatever  to  the  Enemies  of  the  United  States,  or  do  or  say  any  thing 
in  opposition  to  or  in  prejiidice  of  the  Measures  and  proceedings  of  any 
Congress  or  Assemblies  for  the  said  States  during  the  present  war  or  until 
I  am  duly  discharged. 

Coi.iN  McKenjue,  Oapt.Tls.  Kegt.  British. 
6.  Patridge, 
Wm.  Greenlcaf,  Jr. 

State  of  Massachcsbtts  Bay, 

OoDHCiii  Chambbk,  Apr  16,  1777. 

Ordered  that  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Suffolk  be  and  be  is  hereby 
directed  to  take  into  custody  and  safely  keep  the  body  of  Colin  McKenzie, 
now  a  prisoner  in  this  State  and  upon  his  parole  of  Honor,  so  that  he  may 
be  had  before  this  Boaid  tomorrow  morning  at  ten  o'clock  to  answer  for 
his  conduct. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  Oohn  McKenzie  who  was  ordered 
under  aiTcet  by  the  SherifE  of  Suffolk  Connty,  to  be  produced 
before  the  Council  the  next  day  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
was  the  Colin  McKenzie,  Captain,  who  had  just  given  his  parole 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  Something  had  come  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Council,  after  the  acceptance  of  his  pai-ole,  which 
led  to  the  order  for  his  arrest. 

What  became  of  the  matter,  or  how  long  any  of  the  prisoners 
remained  at  Mendon  is  not  known. 

March  3.  Chose  for  Selectmen,  Edward  Eawson,  Esq.,  Lieut. 
Seth  Nelson,  Jonathan  Cass,  Maj.  Joseph  Daniels  and  Moses 
Chapin;  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Joseph  Don-,  Esq.;  Samtiel 
Fairbanks,  Eben'r.  Sumner  and  Seth  Taft,  Jr.,  for  Constables; 
Committee  of  Correspondence,  Edward  Eawson,  Esq.,  Capt. 
Samuel  WaiTen,  Ens.  Henry  Benson,  Maj,  Joseph  Daniels  and 
Ebeneaer  Holbrook.     Deer  E«eTes  and  Wardens  still  chosen. 

Voted  that  each  railitai-y  company  shall  have  the  disposal  of 
the  fines  incun-ed  during  the  late  levy.  From  this  it  wottld 
seem  that  there  had  been  a  draft,  and  that  the  service  required 
could  be  commuted  by  the  payment  of  a  fine. 
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At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  to  grant  every  non-eoiamiasioned 
officer  and  soldier  who  shall  voluntarily  enhet  into  the  Continen- 
tal service,  for  the  defence  of  the  American  States,  the  sum  of 
£12  until  the  town's  quota  he  completed. 

Voted  that  Capt.  John  Tyler,  Capt,  Peter  Penniman,  Capt. 
Samuel  Warren,  Mr.  Henry  Benson,  Lieut.  Seth  Nelson,  Mr. 
James  Sumner  and  Lieut,  Philip  Ammidown  be  a  committee  "to 
inquire  what  persons  in  the  town  have  done  more  than  their 
proportion  towai'ds  the  War-  and  make  an  average  between  them 
and  those  who  have  done  less.  And  that  said  Committee  nee 
their  ntmoet  endeavours  to  Inlist  soldiei's  into  the  Continental 
Service  upon  the  additional  encouragement  voted  by  the  town." 

March  12.  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  borrow  £13  for  each- 
man  who  shall  enlist  to  make  up  the  town's  quota  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  and  to  pay  that  sum  upon  their  passing  muster, 
and  take  their  receipt  for  the  same. 

Voted  to  pay  the  Soldiers  that  marched  in  the  Militia  to  New 
York,  in  the  month  of  September  last  {17'^&)  for  two  months 
and  eight  days,  at  the  rate  of  30s.  per  month,  and  the  Selectmen 
to  borrow  the  money. 

Mai'ch  17.  Voted  to  pay  Heniy  Benson  for  extraordinary 
services  on  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  ItlQ,  £2.07.07. 

March  31.  It  seems  recruiting  went  on  a  slow  pace,  as,  at  a 
town  meeting  held  this  day,  it  was  voted  to  add  £18  per  man  to 
the  £13  already  granted  to  encourage  soldiers  to  enlist  into  the 
Continental  sei-vice  for  three  years  or  during  the  war. 

Voted  that  the  Militia  officers  be  desired  to  convene  their 
respective  companies,  and  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  promote  the 
enlistment  of  their  men. 

In  the  olden  time,  before  vaccination  had  been  introduced, 
hospitals  worrld  be  opened  for  inoculation  for  the  small-pox. 
At  this  time  Dr.  Samuel  Willard,  of  Uxbridge,  and  his  brother, 
Dr.  Levi  Willai-d,  of  Mendon,  had  opened  a  hospital  in  Mendon, 
located,  as  learned  fi'om  tradition,  a  little  way  north  from  the 
house  of  Thoinas  J.  Nugent,  It  seems,  however,  the  town  was 
averse  to  a  pest  house,  as  the  hospital  was  called,  and  at  this 
meeting  it  was 

Voted  "that  the  Inoculating  Hospital  carried  on  by  Dr. 
Samuel  Willard  and  Dr.  Levi  Willard  be  immediately  diseontin- 
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uedj"  and  to  make  the  matter  sure,  voted  not  to  have  au  inocu- 
lating hospital. 

May  33.  Lieut.  Seth  Nelson  and  Capt.  John  Tyler  wove 
chosen  Eepresentatives  to  the  General  Court, 

The  second  article  in  the  warrant  for  this  meeting  reads  as 
follows,  viz: — 

"To  choose  by  ballot  some  meet  person,  who  is  firmly  attacted  to  the 
American  Cause  to  procure  and  lay  before  the  Court  (described  in  An  Act, 
entitled  an  Act  for  securing  tliis  and  the  other  United  Stales,  against  the 
Dangers  to  which  they  are  exposed  by  the  Internal  Enemies  tliereof)  the 
evidence  that  may  be  had  of  the  Enem.ical  Disposition  toward  this  army 
of  the  United  States,  of  any  Inhabitant  of  this  town  who  shall  be 
charged  by  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  said  Town,  in  manner 
mentioned  in  said  Act,  of  their  being  persons  whose  Residence  in  this  State 
is  dangerous  to  the  public  Peace  and  Safety." 

.  Under  this  article  Maj.  Joseph  Daniels  was  chosen  by  ballot, 
as  the  meet  person  to  procure  evidence,  if  any  thoro  bo,  to  lay 
before  the  Special  Court  of  Sessions. 

At  this  time  we -find  the  first  recorded  petition  for  a  town 
meeting,  praying  the  town  to  put  a  stop  to  any  further  inocu- 
lating for  the  small-pox  in  the  "Widow  Rachel  Taft's  house;  to 
prevent  any  who  may  have  been  inoculated  from  being  kept  in 
any  other  house  in  town  except  the  Pest  House  and  to  pttt  a 
stop  to  anyone  frequenting  the  Pest  House  except  on  pariictilar 
business.  At  the  town  meeting  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was 
granted. 

At  a  town  meeting  June  30,  the  second  article  in  the  warrant 
was  in  these  words:  "To  choose  3,  5  or  ^  persons  to  be  put 
under  oath  to  Prosecute  all  Breaches  of  the  Acts,  made  by  au- 
thority of  the  State,  for  Preventing  Monopoly  and  Oppression 
that  shall  come  to  their  knowledge." 

Upon  this  article  the  town'voted  "  to  suspend  action  for  the 


The  town  again  voted  they  would  not  have  a  work  house. 

Sept,  1,  Voted  that  Joseph  Don-,  Esq.,  Capt.  John  Tyler, 
Coroner  James  Sumner,  Mr.  Aaron  Everett  and  Capt.  Gerahom 
Nelson  be  a  committee  to  draft  a  petition  to  the  General  Court 
to  give  reasons  why  the  town  should  not  be  held  to  raise  an  ad- 
dition of  men  to  those  raised  for  one-seventh  part  of  the  militia 
last  summer,  1776. 
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At  the  time  of  the  call  for  one-seventh  of  the  militia  in  1776, 
there  were  four  companies  in  MenAon,  commanded  respectively 
by  Captains  John  Albee,  William  Jennison,  Joseph  Daniels  and 
Gerahom  Nelson,  and  numbering  one  hundred  and  sixty-three 
men.  One-seventh  of  this  number  is  twenty-three,  and  which 
niimber,  it  is  supposed,  had  been  duly  mnstei-ed  into  the  seiTice. 

Sept.  15'.  Voted  to  raise  £3,000  to  pay  the  soldiers  and  other 
town  charges  for  the  present  year. 

Voted  to  raise  £60  for  sehooUng,  exclusive  of  the  interest  of 
the  school  bonds. 

Voted  to  allow  Capt.  John  Tyler  £1  for  his  expenses  for  two 
journeys,  viz: — One  to  Worcester  and  one  to  Watertown  on  ac- 
count of  the  British  prisoners. 

Nov.  24.  Voted,  as  the  minds  of  the  town,  that  the  late  act 
of  the  Genei-al  Ooui't  for  calling  in  the  State  money  and  issuing  , 
Treasury  notes  on  interest  ought  to  be  repealed;  and  Maj.  Dan- 
iels, Ens,  Pelatiah  Darling,  Lieut.  Joseph  Johnson,  Mr.  Nehe- 
miah  Nelson  and  Mr.  Samuel  Fairbanks  were  instructed  to  draw 
up  a  remonstrance  against  said  act,  and  present  the  same  to  the 
General  Court. 

Chose  Capt.  John  Albee,  Lient.  Seth  Thayer,  Mr.  John  Ben- 
son, Mr.  Samuel  Fairbanks  and  Mr.  Bbenezer  Read  to  provide 
for  the  families  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  now  in  the  army. 

Voted  to  raise  £600,  in  addition  to  the  sum  already  raised,  for 
the  disbursement  of  town  chai-ges. 

Rev.  Court  Papers,  Vol.  173,  p.  183. 

STATE   OF   MASSACHUSETTS     BAY. 

CouNCii.  Chamber  May  B.  1777. 
Ordered  that  the  Cominisaary  General  of  this  State  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  immediately  to  forwftrd  one  ton  and  a  half  of  lead  and  Five  thou- 
sand flints  to  the  Town  of  Mendon  and  deliver  t!ie  same  to  Ichahod  Ammi- 
down,  Inholder,  to  be  by  him  delivered  to  Governor  Trumbull's  order 
Read  and  accepted — 

John  Avery,  Depy,  Secy. 

MENDON  SOLDIERS. 

The  following  ai-e  the  names  of  Mendon  men  who  enlisted  for 
tiiree  years.     Second  Company  (Mill  River)  19: 
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Joseph  Passmore  James  Battles  Amariah  Albeo 

Joel  Tliayer  Ileiiry  Nelson  Boyce  Kiml):ill 

Pliineaa  Tanner?  Isaac  Oliapin  Ebew  Thompson 

John  Brown  Jona"  Wliituey  Oliver  Cliapia 

Wm.  Leaure  Josiali  Chapin  Simeon  Smith 

Stephen  Lesure  John  Hayward  Silas  Brown 

David  or  Daniel  Cutler. 
Note.     The  ahove  said  Oliver  Chapin  is  one  of  Gen  Washington's  Life 
Guards,  and  the  above  said  Simeon  Smith  is  in  the  Ooips  of  Artillery  under 
Lieut.  Thomas  Bailey. 

The  following  men  enliatecl  in  the  cavalry:  Kzra  Marshall, 
■  Elijah  Stodder,  Wm.  Taylor,  Noah  Smith,  Thomas  Goodwin, 
Thoniaa  Welch,  Jack  Allen,  Joshua  Dis  or  Disc,  and  Eben* 
Wheelock. 

On  the  roster  containing  the  above  names  is  the  followijig  en- 
tiy:  "  John  or  Jacob  East,  seaman,  taken  pi-isouer  in  the  Vixen 
and  brought  into  Boston  1777." 

On  another  roster,  the  following  names  are  found,  being  "  the 
names  of  men  whoso  terms  of  service  will  expire  in  1780,  \iz: — 
Benj.  Hayward,  GustavuE  Aldrich,  John  Albee,  Levi  Darling, 
Peter  Darling,  Jona.  Boyce,  Jabez  Albee  or  Allen,  and  Wm. 
Phillips." 


1778.  Jan.  6.  Maj.  Joseph  Daniels,  Joseph  Dorr,  Esij., 
Coroner  James  Sumner,  Mr.  Joseph  Benson,  Jr.,  and  Edward 
Eawson,  Esq.,  were  chosen  a  Committee  to  instruct  each  of  the 
Representatives  in  the  General  Court,  in  regai-d  to  each  article 
in  the  Confederation  proposed  by  Congress,  and  sent  by  the  Gen- 
eral Court  to  each  town  in  the  State;  and  report  to  the  town  at 
the  adjournment  of  this  meeting. 

At  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting.held  Jan.  12,  the  Com- 
mittee probably  made  a  report  although  none  appears  on  the 
record. 

The  town  then  voted  to  approve  the  thii-toen  articles  of  Con- 
federation proposed  to  the  United  States  for  a  periietnal  Union, 
and  also  of  eight  resolves  passed  in  Congi-ess.  The  Representa- 
tives were  instructed  to  vote  for  the  articles  whenever  thoy  came 
up  in  the  General  Court,  and  the  Clerk  was  directed  to  furnish 
each  Ecpi'esentative  with  a  copy  of  this  vote. 
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Voted  that  the  town  wonid  aesesa  themselTes  with  their  pro- 
portion of  tlie  £400,000  voted  by  the  General  Com-t,  and  the 
Assessors  were  directed  to  assess  the  same  forthwitli.  Instead  of 
£400.000  the  snm  raised,  as  may  be  seen  in  a  foot  note  in  Bar- 
ry's History  of  Massachusetts  Tol.  B,  p.  147,  was  £314,526.01.09 
of  which  sum  £8883.07,06  wa^  appropriated  to  pay  the  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  General  Conrt  for  1776. 
Valuations  vol.  161,  p.  158,  Mass.  Ar. 

The  following  is  an  Account  of  the  Number  of  Male  Inhabitants  in  the 
Town  of  Mendon,  in  the  County  of  Worcester  &  State  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  who  were  Sixteen  years  old  and  upwai'ds,  on  the  first  day  of  Januaiy 
1777,  taken  by  us  the  Subscribers  in  observance  of  a  Resolve  of  the  Great 
&  General  Court  of  tliia  State,  dated  Dec.  9,  1776. 
The  whole  Number  is  Five  Hundred  and  Seventy  Two. 
In  which  number  are  included  foiu-  Negroes,, and  also  Fifty  Males  of  the 
Deuomi nation  of  Christians  Called  Quakers,  which  were  so  reputed  before 
the  19th  day  of  April  1775,  though  they  have  never  produced  certificates 
according  to  law,  but  liave  always  refused  to  do  military  duty. 

There  are  also  included  in  the  above  number  the  following  persons  viz; 
John  Torrey  and  his  son  Joseph  Torrey  and  William  ToiTey  and  Jonathan 
Williams  all  of  Boston.  Eliezer  Dunton  from  Newport,  Rliode  Island  and 
Clemence  Peckhani,  Apprentice  to  said  Dunton. 

Petek  Pennimah     "I 
JoHATHAM  Jones  Selectmen 

Pblbtiah  Bakling  \        of 
Samuel  Faikbankb  |     Mendon 
EuEKBZEE  SirarKEE   I 
Mendon,  Jan  31,  1777. 

Woixiester  ss.  11th  Feb.  1778. 

1  certify  that  the  above  uamed  Selectmen  of 
Mendon  for  the  year  1776,  previous  to  making  the  above  Return  of  the 
Number  of  Male  Inhabitants  in  said  Town  of  Mendon  which  were  Sixteen 
years  old  and  upwards  on  the  first  day  of  Januaiy  1777,  peraonally  appeal-- 
ed  and  made  oath,  that  in  the  pei'formance  of  said  trust  they  acted  with 
faithfulness  and  impartiality,  and  that  the  foregoing  Return,  according  to 
the  best  of  their  knowledge  contained  a  true  account  of  the  number  of 
Male  Inhabitants  in  said  Town  which  were  axleen  years  old  on  the  first 
day  of  Jan.  !777. 

Joseph  Dorr,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Mai-oh  3.  Ohoae  for  Selectmen  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq.,  Dea.  John 
Chapin,  Mr.  Stephen  Benson,  Mr.  John  Penniman  and  Mr.  Ich- 
abod  Thayer,  Jr; ;  for  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Joseph  Dorr, 
Esq.;  Constables,  Levi  Eawson,  Jonathan  Jones  and  Ens.  Pele- 
tiah  Daa-Hng.    Dea.  Josiah  Adams  was  chose  Grand  Juryman. 


dbyGOOgIC 


368  ANNALS    OF    MGNDON.  [1778. 

March  16.  Voted  that  the  Assessors  and  those  chosen  to  as- 
sist them  in  taking  the  valnation  should  have  10s.  per  day. 

Voted  not  to  build  a  Work  House,  hiit  to  hire  one,  and  chose 
Maj.  Joseph  Daniels,  Capt.  Samnel  Warren  and  Mr.  James 
Blake,  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  This  is  the  first  election  of  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  the  AVardens,  heretofore,  performing  that 
duty. 

Maj.  Daniels,  Capt.  WaiTen  and  Mr.  James  Blake  were  chosen 
a  Committee  to  provide  for  the  families  of  the  Continental  sol- 
diers that  went  out  of  this  town. 

By  the  following  vote  we  shall  learn  that,  at  this  time.  Men- 
don  had  seventy-five  men,  in  actual  service,  in  the  Continental 
ai'mv. 

Voted  to  procure  one  pair  of  shoes,  one  pair  of  stockings  and 
one  shirt  for  each  Continental  soldier  for  this  town,  viz:  75  pairs 
of  shoes,  75  pairs  of  stockings  and  75  shirts,  and  then  voted  to 
double  the  number  of  shirts  and  stockings. 

Lieut.  Phihp  Ammidown,  Mr,  Josiah  Wheelock  and  Mr.  John 
Benson  were  chosen  a  Committee  to  procure  the  aforesaid  arti- 
ticles  and  bring  in  their  account  to  the  Selectmen  who  were  in- 
structed to  allow  and  pay  the  same. 

The  shirts  were  to  be  made  of  good  tow  cloth,  whitened, 
seven-eighths  in  width,  three  and  one  half  yai'ds  in  a  shirt.  The 
stockings  to  be  made  of  good  large  size  white  yarn  and  well 
knit.  The  shoes  to  be  made  of  good  neat  leather  and  soles  of 
well  tanned  leather  with  straps  for  buckles.  The  articles  were 
to  be  got  ready  by  April  1,  and  the  Committee  was  to  agree  with 
some  one  to  convey  them  to  the  soldiers. 

Mass.  Arch.  Eec.  and  Miseel',  vol.  141,  p.  333. 

May  1,  1779,  the  following  account  of  the  town  of  Mondon 
for  supplies  was  allowed  and  paid  to  the  Seloetmon,  viz: 

75  Shirts  at  43s £101.05.00 

75  Prs.  of  aioea  at  48s  180.00.00 

75    '■     ■' Stockings  at  33s 133.15.00 

40  Miles  transportation fl.00.00  Total  fctTl.OO.OO 

Receipted  for  by  Joseph  Doiui. 
]Si"ov,   26,  1779.     The  following  iicconnt  was  directed  to  be 
paid,  viz: 


dbyGOOgIC 


1778.]  ANNALS  OF  MENDON.  369 

75  Sliirts  at  130s £450.00,00 

75  Prs,  Shoes  "  l«s 540.00.00 

75     "     StockiDg3         "808 .' 393.00.00 

13  Miles  ti-aDHportation 15.00.00 

Allowed  Selectmen 33,00.00  £1330.00.00 

It  is  presumed  that  tlie  differtiuce  in  price  of  the  Hiiuie  ai'ticles 
from  May  to  November  was  the  I'ate  of  the  depreciation  of  the 
Continental  currency  between  the  two  periods. 

April  13.  The  steel  belonging  to  the  town  was  sold  this  day 
by  public  anetion  to  Capt.  Philip  Paine  at  8s.  6d.  per  lb.  Capt, 
Paine,  it  is  presumed,  lived  at  Wooiisocket,  as  he  was  taxed  in 
Rhode  Island. 

At  the  same  time  the  town  voted  that  they  would  not  insist  on 
his  paying  a  tax  for  £800  in  this  toivu  for  which  he  is  taxed  in 
Providence,  E.  I. 

The  sabject  of  a  Hospital  for  Small-pox  was  again  brought  up 
for  consideration,  but  the  town  adhered  to  their  former  refusal. 

May  11.  Joseph  Doit,  Esq.,  James  Sumner,  Peletiah  Dar- 
ling, Edwai'd  Eawson,  Esq.,  Samuel  Jones,  James  Lovett,  Aaron 
Everett,  Nehemiah  Nelson  and  Leri  Aldrich  were  chosen  a  Com- 
mittee to  make  an  estimate  of  the  sei-vice  of  all  the  men  who 
have  done  a  Tour  in  the  War,  since  the  commencement  thereof. 

Oapts.  Samnel  Craggin,  Nelson  and  Pennimau,  Samuel  Green, 
Levi  Aldrich,  Samuel  Warren,  John  Tyler,  and  Lieuts.  Setli 
Nelson  and  Abraham  Staples  were  chosen  a  Committee  to  hire 
the  several  quotas  of  men  the  town  may  be  called  to  furnish 
from  time  to  time. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  borrow  money  to 
supply  said  committee  in  the  toAvn's  behalf. 

Voted  to  raise  ilSOOO  to  defray  town  ehai'ges  and  that  the  same 
be  assessed  immediately. 

May  31.  A  meeting  of  the  male  inhabitants,  twenty-one 
years  of  age  and  being  free,  was  held  this  day  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  draft  of  a  constitution  which  had  been  framed  by 
the  General  Court  of  May  28,  1777,  At  a  previoiis .  meeting  a 
committee,  of  which  Joseph  Doit,  Esq.,  was  Chairman,  was 
chosen  to  consider  the  subject  and  report  to  the  town  at  the  May 
meeting. 

The  report  of  the  committee  having  been  read,  but  of  which 
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no  copy  is  found,  the  Moderator,  Edwai-d  Eawaon,  Esq.,  took  a 
vote  on  the  Constitution,  as  follows:  "Those  members  of  the 
meeting  who  approve  the  Constitution  or  form  of  Gfovernment 
ai'e  desired  to  repair  to  the  west  end  of  the  Meeting  House,  and 
those  who  do  not  approve  of  the  Constitution  or  Form  of  G-ov- 
emment  ai-e  desired  to  move  to  the  eaet  end  of  the  Meeting 
House;"  and  upon  counting  the  members  upon  each  side  it  ap- 
peared there  were  two  members  who  approved  and  fifty-seven 
who  disapproved  said  Constitution, 

Voted  that  the  Town  Clerk  attest  the  report  oi  the  committee, 
and  that  the  same  be  sent  to  the  General  Court,  that  the  Coui-t 
may  be  informed  in  what  particulars  the  town  dislike  said  Con- 
stitution. Just  what  the  town's  objections  were  we  have,  at  this 
day,  ho  means  of  knowing,  as  the  Town  Clerk  (Joseph  Dorr, 
Esq.,  and  who  was  also  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  very 
probably  drew  up  the  report)  failed  to  enter  it  in  the  record  of 
the  meeting.  In  this  regai'd  the  Town  Clerks  of  later  days  are, 
in  most  eases,  equally  at  fault.  The  reading  of  the  report  served 
its  purpose  at  the  time,  but,  considering  the  subject  and  the 
ability  of  its  probable  author,  it  wonld  undoubtedly  have  been 
an  interesting  document  for  the  reader  of  the  present  day. 

May  31,  Edward  Itawson,  Esq.,  was  chosen  this  day  Repre- 
sentative to  the  General  Court. 

Voted  to  raise  £15,000,  including  i;3,000  raised  before  for 
*  town  charges,  and  £300  for  schools.  These  sums  were  undoubt- 
edly in  the  depreciated  Continental  currency  of  the  day. 

Chose  Capt.  John  Albee,  Deacon  Albee  (supposed  Gideon)  and 
James  Sumner  a  committee  to  look  up  the  matter  of  Puffer's 
land  and  giist  mill. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  there  was,  au  original  grant  of  fifty 
acres  of  land  to  Benjamin  Albee,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  provided 
he  or  they  should  always  keep  up  a  grist  mill  for  the  town's  use. 
The  probability  is,  that  at  this  time  the  present  owner  had  let 
the  mill  fall  out  of  repair,  and  hence  the  present  action  of  the 
town. 

Sept.  31.  Voted  to  accept  the  estimate  and  ^verage  last  pre- 
pared by  the  committee,  of  the  time  served  by  the  soldiers  in  the 
war,  &c. 

Dec.  16,     Voted  that  the  committee  who  formed  the  lastaver- 
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age  of  the  sei-vices  done  (by  the  soldiers)  and  money  paid  by  in- 
dividuals since  the  commencement  oi  the  present  war  be  ordered 
to  furnish  the  several  [Constables]  in  the  town  with  a  list  of  the 
names  of  all  the  persons  who  ai'e  entitled  to  receive  their  part  of 
the  estimate  or  average  and  what  part  each  individual  is  to  ■ 
receive. 

Voted  that  the  Constables  [collectors  also]  in  the  town  he  and 
they  ai-e  hereby  directed  to  pay  each  individual  or  order  the  sums 
set  against  their  names  respectively  in  said  lists  delivered  to  them 
by  the  committee. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  purchase  what  guns  the  town  is 
allowed  to  purchase  of  the  Board  of  War  and  sell  them  to  the 
inhabitants,  but  not  more  than  one  gun  to  any  one  man. 

THE   TORIES, 

For  the  better  understanding  of  the  following  petition,  it 
should  be  stated  that  the  British  were  in  possession  of  Newport, 
in  Rhode  Island,  and,  without  doubt,  there  were  some  persons 
in  the  towns  adjacent  to  Rhode  Island  who  still  remained  loyal 
to  the  Bntish  Crown,  and,  when  occasion  offered,  might  some-  ' 
times  furnish  aid  and  comfort  to  their  friends.  We  believe, 
however,  that  there  were  but  few  in  Mendon,  as  tradition  has 
brought  down  the  names  of  only  one  or  two  who  were  suspected 
of  dealing  with  the  enemy. 

Rev.  Petitions,  Vol.  184,  p.  338. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Council  and  House  of  Represeniaiivea  of  the  State 
of  MaBsachusetlfl  Bay  iu  General  Court  assembled. 

We  the  subscribers,  Committeea  o(  Correspondence,  Inspection  and 
Safety  of  the  Towns  of  Mendon,  Hopkinton  and  Hollislon,  Beg  leave  to 
represent  to  your  Honors  that,  in  the  course  of  their  Inspection  they  have 
conceived  strong  suspicions  that  sundry  persons  (either  Inimically  disposed 
to  the  Freedom  of  the  United  States,  or  who,  for  the  sake  of  Aggrandizing 
themselves  witli  a  little  Sordid  gain,  tho'  perhaps,  at  the  expense  of  their 
own  and  their  Country's  Freedom)  have,  in  a  Traitorous,  Clandestine  man- 
ner (as  we  have  reason  to  fear)  carried  on  a  Commercial  Correspondence  . 
with  our  most  cruel.  Insidious  and  Merciless  Enemies,  by  purchasing  and 
Conveying,  all  the  Necessaries  of  life  that  lie  in  their  power,  to  the  Towns 
and  places  near  Rhode  Island,  and  other  parts  of  this  Stale,  which,  we 
have  too  much  reason  to  fear  ai-e  conveyed  from  thence  to  our  Cruel  and 
Merciless  Invaders,  thereby  not  only  encouraging  and  Feeding  those  who 
are,  by  every  artifice  and  low  cunning  in  their  power,  endeavouring  to. 
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carryFireandSwordinto  the  Bowels  of  these  Infant  Stales,  but,  aawefenr 
will,  if  not  speedily  prevented,  prove  very  distressful,  if  not  distructive  to 
the  good  people  of  this  8t*te,  not  only  by  advancing  the  price  of  provisions 
at  an  enormous  Rate,  but,  ia  our  opinion.  Highly  Threatens  Poverty  and 
Famine  to  the  good  people  of  this  State. 

Whereupon  your  Informants  Lave  been  frequently  called  upon,  by  well 
Aflected  Persons  and  by  their  own  observation  to  exert  themselves  in  their 
capacity  to  the  utmost  of  their  Power  to  put  a  stop  to  such  pernicious  prac- 
tices. But  upon  due  examination  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
tliis  Stat*  thereon,  cannot  find  the  Laws  of  this  State  do  aiford  your  In- 
formants sufficient  Support  therefor;  Wherefore  as  friends  to  our  much 
injured  and  bleeding  Coiiutry  whose  Distress  loudly  calls  on  all  her  Friends 
and  Servants  to  use  eveiy  precaution  in  their  Power  to  save  her  fi'om  Im- 
pending Hidn,  and,  as  we  esteem  Freedom  far  Superior  to  any  otiier  earthly 
enjoyment,  we  do  now  appeal  to  your  Honors  as  the  Chief  Guardians  (next 
under  Heaven)  of  our  Liberties  and  privileges  and  in  whose  hand  are  in- 
trusted the  most  weighty  afEairs  of  State,  Humbly  Pray  your  Honors  would 
lake  tliis  Information  into  Consideration  and  enact  such  laws  or  ^ve  such 
directions  lo  your  Informants  and  others  in  like  capacity  as  youi'  Honors 
in  your  great  wisdom  shall  judge  pi'oper  to  pj'event  such  Dangerous  prac- 
tices from  being  carried  any  Further  info  Execution,  and  your  Informauts 
as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

James  Lovett,  Joshua  Ileminway,  Jacob  Gibhs, 

James  Brattle,  James  Peny,  Abel  Fisk, 

Ebenr.  Read,  Drury  Fairbanks,  Samll.  Daniels, 

Robert  Mellen,  Timothy  Rockwood  Jr. 

HoUiston  Jan,  15.  1778. 

This  petition,  it  appears  was  referred  by  the  General  Court  to 
a  committGe,  who  made  the  following  report; 

Boston  Feb.  1778. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Jacob  Gibbs  and  others,  Beg  leave  to 
Report  that  it  is  their  opinion  that  a  hill  should  lie  brought  in  to  prevent 
the  carrying  on  a  Commercial  Correspondence  with  persons  inimical  to  the 
United  States.  It  is  our  opinion  that  no  person  or  persons  should  have 
liberty  to  piirchase  any  of  the  nec^aaries  of  life  in  any  Town  within  this 
State  witliout  first  obtaining  a  Certificate  from  tlie  Selectmen  or  Commit- 
t,ees  of  Correspondence,  Inspection  and  Safety  of  the  Town  to  wliich  they 
belong  that  they  are  Persons  Piiendly  Di^Mjsed  to  the  United  Stales, 

How  State  Paupers  were  determined  in  l'!"8. 

STATE   OF   MASSACHUSETTS    BAY. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  House  of  Repiesentatives  of  said 
State  at  Roxburj'  Asseml)led  April  y»  13,  1778. 
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The  Petition  of  tlie  Overseers  of  tlie  Poor  of  the   Trwii  of  \femlon  in 
the  County  of  Worcester  in  said  State, 
Humbly  Slieweth, 

That  in  the  year  1775  one  Elizabeth  Cummings  .i  Trno- 
sieat  person,  came  to  reside  within  the  said  Tow:i  of  Mendon  who  informs 
us  that  about  1770  she  came  from  Ireland;  passenger  w  ith  Capt  Harry  Bow- 
ers and  Mr.  Caldwell  who  bound  her  out  to  Mr.  Joshua  Hayward  of  East 
Town,  for  tlie  term  of  four  years,  to  pay  her  passage,  she  then  being  about 
t4  or  15  years  old.  That  in  y=  said  year  1775  as  aforesaid  she  came  to  re- 
side in  tlie  Town  of  Mendon,  that  since  that  time  she  has  been  delivered  of 
two  Male  Bastard  Children.  She  not  being  able  to  supp9rt  herself  and 
children,  threw  ber-aelf  on  the  Town  for  the  maintenance  of  herself  and 
Chidren;  and  she  not  having  gained  a  settlement  in  any  town  within  this 
Stale  the  Town  of  Mendon  have  been  at  Great  cost  for  her  support. 

We  the  Subscribers  in  our  capacity  as  Overseers  of  the  Poor  in  said 
Town,  Pray  that  your  Honors  would  take  this  affair  into  your  wise  and  im- 
partial consideration  and  order  payment  of  tlie  accoimt  herewitli  exhibited 
by  said  Town  and  order  that  the  said  Elizabeth  and  her  two  children  bo 
made  a  State  charge  for  tlie  future;  the  Town  of  Mendon  not  having  pow- 
er to  remove  her  to  any  other  Town  before  they  were  born,  and  one  of  the 
men  charged  to  be.tbe  father  Inlisted  into  the  Continental  service,  the  other 
a  Prisoner  of  war. 

The  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  To  the  Town  of  Mendon.        Dr, 
To  Supporting  Elizabeth  Cumminga  and  boys  at  the  Widow  Bethiah  Taf  t's 

from  y  28d.  of  Sept'-  to  Oct.  14th  at  18s.  pr.  week £2  14  00 

For  her  nursing  &  lying-in  charge  &  boarding  children  @  80s  pr 

week ■ 7  IB  00 

Nov.  33.     Paid  Caleb  Wilder  for  keeping  said  Elizabeth  and 

children  4  days  at  4s  perday 16  00 

Paid  John  Holden  for  8  days  at  4s.  per  day 1  13  00 

Paid  Setli  Wheelock  for  5  days  at  4s,  pr.  day 1  00  00 

Paid  Philip  Ammidown  for  SO  days  at  4s.  pr.  day 4  00  00 

Paid  Jonathan  Cass  for  6  weeks  &  1  day  at  30a.  pr.  week B  13  03 

Paid  Joseph  Blake  for  5  weeks  &  3  days  at  80s,  pr.  week 7  18  07 

Paid  Philip  Ammidown   for  removing  her  and  two  children  5 

miles  in  the  Winter  &  Bad  Travelling ,' 1  00  00 

£36  08  10 
The  above  account  being  thirty-six  pounds,  eight  sliillings  and  ten 
pence  which  the  Town  of  Mendon  have  paid  for  y  said  Elizabeth  Cum- 
mings and  het  two  children  for  which  we  pray  allowance  and  pray  that 
tlie  same  may  be  made  payable  to  Capt.  John  Tyler  or  Mr.  Seth  Nelson  for 
the  use  ot  the  Town  of  Mendon,  as  your  Humble  Petitioners  in  duty 
boimd  will  ever  prny. 

Joseph  Daniels,    1  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
Samuel  Warren,  >     of  the  Toven  of 
James  Bi.ake,         )       Mendon. 
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Worcester  ss.  April  y"  13,  1778.  Personally  appeared  Measra,  Joseph 
Daniels,  Sainl.  Warren  and  Jaa,  Blake,  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town 
of  Mendon,  and  made  solemn  oath  that  the  foregoing  Account  is  just  and 
true  in  ail  its  parts  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge. 

Before  me,  Edward  Rawson,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Eev.  Resolves  (Mass.  Ar.)  vol.  ai8,  p.  342. 

8TATE   OP   MASSAOHUSETTS    BAY. 

In  the  Houae  of  Representatives  April  39,  1778. 

On  the  Petition  of  tlie  Overseers  of  tlie  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
praying  that  the  charges  they  have  been  at  in  Maintaining  and  Supporting 
Elizabeth  Cliinmiiigs  and  her  two  children  may  be  allowed  and.  paid  out  of 
the  Public  Treasury  of  this  State  to  Mr.  Seth  Nelson,  and  tliat  she,  the  said 
Elizabeth  Cumniiiigs  and  her  two  children  be  made  a  State  charge  for  the 
future  for  reasons  set  forth  in  said  Petition, 

Resolved,  that  the  Prayer  of  said  Petition  be  Granted  and  that  there  be 
paid  out  of  the  Public  Treasury  of  this  State  to  Mr,  Seth  Nelson,  the  sura 
of  Thirty  six  pounds  eight  shillings  and  ten  pence  L.  M.  for  the  charges 
the  town  of  Mendon  have  been  at  in  maintaining  and  supporting  the  s^d 
Elizabeth  Cunimings  and  her  two  children,  he  the  said  Nelson,  giving  his 
receipt  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  for  the  same ;  and  it  is  further  Resolved 
that  the  said  Elizabeth  Cummings  and  her  two  children  be  made  a  State 
charge  for  the  future. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence 

J,  Pitts,  Speaker  P.  T. 
In  Council  April  29,  1778. 

Read  and' Concurred, 

JoHM  Avert,  Depy.  Secy. 
Consented  to,  Jer.  Powell,  A.  Ward,  T.  Gushing,  John  Whetcomb,  D.  Hop- 
kins, Josiah  Stone.  A.  Puller,  Jabez  Fisher,  Benj.  Austin,  of  the 
Council. 

(Warrant  drawn.) 

It  seems  the  town  had  some  doubts  whether  the  estimate  and 
average  which  had  been  made,  of  money  advanced  and  personul 
seiTiee  rendered,  could  be  maintained  by  existing  laws  and  hence 
they  petitioned  the  General  Court  to  recognize  their  doings  as 
valid  and  legal. 

Rev.  Petitions  vol.  184,  p.  369. 

To  the  Hon''''  the  Council  and  the  Hon'''*  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  iUassachusetts  Bay  in  Gen,  Court  Assembled. 

The  Petition  of  us  the  Subscribers,  Belectmen  of  Mendon  Shews, 

That  the  said  Town  of  Mendon  having  considered  that  many  of  its  In- 
habitants, who,  in  the  course  of  the  present  war.  Have  been  called  forth  as 
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Soldiers  into  the  service  of  this  and  tlie  other  United  States,  and  have,  in 
conjunction  with  others,  heen  exposed  to  great  Perils,  fatigues  and  Hard- 
ships and  performed  great  and  Essential  services  for  their  Country,  whose 
wages  and  pay  (by  Reason  of  the  advanced  price  of  the  various  Articles  of 
Commerce,  especially  of  the  Necessaries  of  Life)  have  fallen  far  short  of  an 
adequate  reward. 

The  town  having  considered  further  the  great  Inconveniances  and  une- 
c[ual  Burthens  that  many  Individuals  liave  been  subjected  to  by  being 
drafted  to  serve  in  the  "War,  especially,-  in  some  instances,  where  heads  of 
families  have  been  drafted  and  obliged  to  procure  others  to  serve  for  them, 
or  to  be  considered  Soldiers  themselves;  which  reduced  them  to  the  unhap- 
py alternative  either  of  leaving  their  families  or  of  giving  an  exhorbitant 
sum  demanded  of  them  to  liire  others  to  serve  in  their  stead. 

To  prevent  which  Inconveniences  the  Town  came  to  a  Resolution  that 
all  Men  that  should  be  sent  for  in  future  and  ordered  into  the  service  as  the 
Town's  quota  of  Soldiers  should  be  hired  at  the  expense  of  the  Town,  by  a 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

But  it  was  perceived  that  from  this  Measure  another  Inconvenipuce  would 
result  viz  That  those  who  had  done  already  more  than  their  proportion 
either  in  personal  service  or  by  their  money  would  be  involved,  in  common 
with  others,  in  supporting  the  expense. 

To  the  Intent  therefor,  that  the  Burden  of  War  should  bear  as  nearly  as 
iwssible,  with  equal  Weight  on  all  the  Inhabitants,  the  Town,  at  a  regular 
1  the  11th  day  of  May  last,  appointed  a  Oom- 
i  Estimate  the  services  of  all  who  had  done  duty  in 
t  thereof,  either  by  personal  service  or  by 
money,  so  that  a  tax  might  be  granted  and  levied  in  order  that  those  who 
had  done  more  than  their  proportion  might  receive  an  equivalent  for 
their  service  and  those  who  had  been  deficient  might  be  brought  upon  an 
average. 

Said  Committee  have  carefully  attended  to  the  subject,  have  made  an 
Estimate  or  Average  of  said  services  and  Reported  the  same  to  the  town 
which  Estimate  was,  at  a  meeting  on  the  31st  day  of  September  last  ac- 
cepted by  the  Town,  and  at  said  Meeting  a  Tax  was  granted  to  be  levied  on 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

But  inasmuch  as  Doubts  have  arisen  whether  said  Estimate  or  Average 
falls  fuily  within  the  Intent  and  Meaning  of  the  Resolve  of  the  General 
Assembly  for  enabling  Towns  to  grant  money  to  tax  themselves  for  hiring 
Soldiers  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  to  prevent  any  Disputes  or  Difficulties 
that  might  ofherwise  arise  in  collecting  said  Tax,  the  Town  thought  itcon- 
venient  that  application  should  be  made  to  the  Great  and  General  Court  to 
establish  the  doings  of  said  meeting,  and  have  directed  us,  the  Selectmen  of 
said  Town  to  maki,  application  accordingly. 

We  Theiefort  the  said  Selectmen,  in  behalf  of  said  Town,  Pray  that 
your  Honors  would  take  the  matter  into  your  wise  Consideration,  and 
would  be  pleased  to  (onflrm  and  Establish  the  Doings  of  said  Towu  at 
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their  meetiug  on  the  said  21st  ilay  of  Soptuuibcr  last,  rulativu  to  3:iid  Esti- 
mate and  the  Tax  granted  tu  pay  tbe  same. 
And  in  Duty  liound  sliail  ever  pray. 

JOSEl'lI  DuKit 
John  Pi!;\NiMAK 
Stkphen  Bensok. 
Jle-udou  Oct,  14.  177H. 

MBHDON  BOLUIBRS. 

Altliough  tbe  rosters  in  tbe  State  Archives  make  no  mention 
of  Mendon  soldiei's  in  the  year  ITI'e,  the  Town  Eeeords  attest 
that  during  that  year  there  were  many  persons  from  Mendon  in 
the  army,  During  the  year  indicated  there  were  two  special 
calls  for  troo})a,  one  for  New  York  and  one  for  the  Northern 
Army,  to  both  of  which  the  Town  Records  show  Mendon  re- 
sponded. 

For  IT^S  the  rosters  give  the  names  of  eightand  nine  months' 
men,  and  also  of  those  serving  during  the  war,  but  of  these  last, 
it  is  not  certain  whether  they  enlisted  in  the  army  in  I'i'TS  or 
before  that  time. 

The  following  are  set  down  as  nine  months' men  for  tlie  Rhode 
Island  service,  viz: — 

John  Brown  Jolui  Howard*  Abijali  TiCgg 

Joseph  Chapin*  Samuel  Holdeu  Ezra  Hasltell* 

Isaac  Chapin  Boyce  Kimliall  Elijali  Stodder* 

David  Cutler  David  Legg  Jared  Smith 

Zeiek  Darling  Natlian  Legg  Eben'  Thompson 

Laban  Fairbanlts  Wm.  Lesure  Beaj.  Wiiite. 

The  following  are  also  nine  months'  men,  without  designation 
as  to  their  place  of  service,  probably  to  reinforce  the  Northern 
Army; ,   . 

Calvin  Smith  Darius  Holbrook  Jona°  Picketing 

Wm.  Poster  Asa  Alhee  Artemas  Glieney 

Moses  Lovett  Caleb  Holbrooli  .lolin  Dewing 

JohnTorrey  Jona"  Kimball  Wm.  Cutting 

Joel  Legg  John  Pickering, 

The  following  ai'e  eight  months'  men,  and  were  drafted: 
Levi  Darling  Joel  Aldrich  John  Phipps 

Jesse  Dai'Iing  Thomas  Taft  John  Wilson. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  those  who  had  enlisted  fcjr 
service  during  the  war: 
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0«Kt«vus  Aldricli  l!eu},  HaywHrd  .Touiithiiii  Ilowson 

Jona"  Boyce  Niithaa  JncksDii  Suniuel  Ranisdell 

Silas  Brown  Jolin  Mai-tindtill  Joafl"  Tat't 

John  Clark  Henry  Nelsou  Joel  Thayer 

Aaron  Davis  AmMiah  Partridge  Samuel  TTiayer 

Paul  Davis  Joseph  Passmore  Jon  a"  Whitney  (kilk'd). 
.  Solomon  White 

Besides  thi;  foregoing,  on  the  same  J)iige,  tlio  following  luimoB 
fire  foand: 

Amariah  Albee,  S  jrs.  deati.  Oliver  Cliapin,  Dragoons;  AmariaU  Vohc, 
Art.  and  Aniasa  Aldrich. 

Tlie  following  served  as  three  months'  men  sit  Dorchester: 

Berg,  lienj.  Pickering,  Corp.  Levi  Albee,  Barjik  Bnllard,  Josiah  Nelson 
and  Samuel  Twiss. 

Tlie  folloiving  names  lu-e  sot  down  its  serving  in  1™T8,  at  Rhode 
Island,  hut  the  time  of  semce  not  stilted: 

Jesse  Davis                    Driiui.  George  Staple^*  Steplieu  Torrey 

Douglass  Marsli                         Silas  Aldricli  Samuel  Tuclter 

Jesse  Davliug                          Eleazer  Daniels  Joseph  Torrey 

Herg.  Elijah  Darling                        Ellas  Jones  Jona.  Holbrook 

Serg.  Aitemas  Taft                             Nat  Torrey  .lona.  Hayward. 

In  the  Sixth  Miifiswjhusetts  Regiment  were  the  following  men 
from  Mendou,  viz: — Oapt.  John  Holden,  John  Clark,  Jared 
Smith,  Samuel  Ramsdell,  Oalvin  Smith  and  Serg.  Saranel  Hol- 
den? No  date  was  given  of  this  entry.  It  must  have  been  later 
than  1778,  as  Cahin  and  Jai-ed  Smith  both  served  in  the  nine 
months  service  of  that  yeai-. 

The  men,  who  enlisted  to  reinforce  the  Northern  Army,  wei-e 
in  the  company  of  Ciipt.  March  Chase,  of  Sutton. 

An  extract  fi'om  the  Rev.  Council"  Papers,  Vol.  ITi,  }).  375, 
will  oonijilete  the  record  of  the  year: 

ELECTION  DINSBR. 

I'ns.  To  Dressing  tlie  Election  Dinner  for  the  Couucle  (Gen.  Court?)  of 
This  State. 

To  350  Dinners,  @30s ilSTo  00  00 

To  144  Bottles  of  Madare  Wine,    @S4s 1T3  IH  00 

To  80  Double  Bowles  of  Punch,  @30s 80  00  00 

ToSDoz.  of  Glass  Brock  or  Stole 7  04  00 

To  3  Large  Dish  &  9  Fine  Plates  Broek 10  10  00 
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To  Making  Tables  &  Cleaning  llall 17  10  00 

£663  00  00 

Deduct  $a,00  or  ia«.  per  dinuer £150  00 

&     4s  pr.  Bottle  of  Wiue 38  16  178  18  00 

£484  04  00 
Boatou  July  18.  1778,  Errors  Excepted 

-)o>ra  Majiston, 


1779.  March  1.  Chose  for  Seleotmeii  dipt.  John  Tjler, 
Siimuel  Jones,  Deacon  Aai^oii  Everett,  Jesse  Wheelock  and  Oba- 
diah  Wood;  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq.,  Town  Clerk;  Peter  Pennimau, 
Town  Treaenrer;  John  Albee,  Joseph  Cody  and  Joseph  Sonth- 
wick,  Constables.     Jonathan  Jones  was  chosen  Grand  Jniymau. 

Captains  John  Albee,  Samnel  WaiTen,  Gershom  Nelson,  Levi 
Aldrich  and  Samnel  Craggin  were  chosen  a  eonmiittee  to  revise 
the  School  Districts  and  report  necessary  altei-atioiis. 

The  eighth  article  in  the  wan-mit  for  this  meeting  was  "  to 
see  if  the  Town  wonld  order  the  Selectmen  or  Treasurer  to  refuse 
payment  of  certain  Notes  given  to  certain  men  who  engaged  ae 
part  of  the  Town's  quota  for  six  weeks  service  in  Rhode  Island 
and  who  deserted." 

Voted  that  the  committee  chosen  last  year  to  hire  soldiers  be 
a  committee  to  report  on  this  article. 

Voted  March  15.  That  the  notes  which  the  Selectmen  gave 
to  James  Sprague  and  Joseph  Pierce  in  l^tS,  for  engaging  as 
pai't  of  the  town's  quota. for  the  six  weeks'  service  in  Rhode 
Island  in  August  last,  he  not  paid,  and  that  the  town  will  indem- 
nify and  save  them  harmless  against  any  suits  which  may  be 
brought  against  them,  as  these  men  were  probably  deserters. 
Thus  we  see  there  were  bounty  jumpers  in  y'  olden  time  as  well 
as  in  modern  times. 

Voted  that  the  Easterly  Precinct  (now  Milford)  may  be  set  off 
as  a  separate  town,  there  being  67  in  the  affirmative  and  60  in 
the  negative. 

Voted  hot  to  set  off  the  South  Precinct  (now  Blackstone)  into 
a  separate  town. 

The  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Maj.  Joseph  Daniels,  Oapt.  Samuel 
Warren  and  Mr.  James  Blake,  were  allowed  £Q  each  for  their 
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The  Assessors  were  allowed  iiOs.  per  day  for  taking  the  valua- 
tion; Capt.  John  Tyler  twenty-four  days,  and  James  Sumiiei  and 
Aaron  Everett  eighteen  days  each,  at  13s.  per  day.  For  assess- 
ing tax  each  ten  days. 

Allowed  the  Committee  who  formed  tlie  Avej-age  or  Estimate 
15s,  per  day  each. 

Neheraiah  Nelson,  8  dayji.  ,£8  DO  00  Anron  Everett,  8i  days.  .£8  07  06 
Peletiah  Darling,  6*  "  , .  4  17  06  James  Lovett,  H  "  ..  "5  13  06 
SamuelJones,  8J         "    ..   6  07  06       -TosepliIlorrKsq.  7  "     ..   5  05  00 

Levi  ATdricli,  6i  "    ,,   4  17  06  ^— 

£39  07  06 

The  report  of  the  above  committeo  must  have  been  an  inter- 
esting paper,  but  as  it  wae  not  recorded,  and  if  filed,  long  since 
lost,  we  can  only  conjecture  the  value  of  its  contents.  It  was 
plainly  an  effort  to  adjust  tlie  burdens  of  the  war  so  that  they 
should  bear  equally  upon  all. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  shall  constitute  the  Committee  of 
Con-espondence,  Inspection  and  Safety  for  the  present  year, 

Mai'oh  22.  Met  by  adjournment  from  Maa-ch  IStli,  but  there 
being  a  severe  storm  and  few  in  attendance,  the  meeting  was 
again  adjourned  to  the  29tli  inst. 

March  29.     Voted  to  allow — 
Capt.  Green  for  going  to  Nortlibridge  twice  and  lo  Providence 

ouce £9  00  00 

Capt.  Tyler  for  going  to  Worcester  with  tlie  Continental  men ....    5  10  00 

Capt.  Penniman  do.  "  "     3  00  00 

Tlie  Committee  for  hiring  men  tlie  year  past S  00  00 

The  Selectmen  for  1777,  except  John  Ocms.  £15.00.00.  eacli 
for  1778.  £7.00.00  each.. 

Cliose  Lieut;  Philip  Ammidown,  Abraham  Jones,  Daniel  Taft, 
Samuel  Fairbanks,  Caleb  Cheney  and  Moses  Thayer  a  committee 
to  hire  soldiei's  the  ensuing  year;  and  tlie  Selectmen  were  in- 
stmeted  to  furnish  the  committee  with  money,  if  needejS. 

Apiil  12.  The  second  article  in  the  wan-ant  was  "To  see 
whether  the  town,  in  consideration  of  the  People  called  Friends 
or  Quakers,  their  paying  their  pai-t  of  the  Average  or  Assess- 
ment (for  equalizing  the  cost  of  the  war)  for  the  year  17'i'8,  will, 
in  ease  of  said  Quakers,  sliould  hereafter  be  assessed  or  taxed, 
as  a  Distinct  body,  by  a  Resolve  of  Oongi-ess  or  an  Act  of  the 
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General  Court  or  Assembly,  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  war  prior  to  this  day,  that  in  such  case  the  Town  will  bear 
an  equal  part  with  said  Quakers  in  the  i>ftyment  of  such  (^Innti- 
iiontal  or  State  tax," 

Upon  this  article  the  town  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

William  Fi'ench,  Daniel  Corbett  and  Benjamin  Boyee  were 
eliosen  a  committee  to  provide  for  the  families  of  the  soldiers  in 
the  seiTiee. 

Oapt.  John  Tyler,  Peter  Penuiman  and  Deacon  Aai-ou  Ever- 
ett were  chosen  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the 
Second  Precinct  (Milford),  to  see  how  and  in  what  manner  said 
Precinct  shall  be  set  off  as  a  town. 

The  Second  Pi-eeinct  chose  Jonathan  Jones,  Seth  Nelson  and 
Ichahod  Thayer,  Jr.,  asaOommitteeof  Conference  on  their  part. 

May  li.     The  Joint  Committee  made,  the  followiug 


We  the  subsfiribei's,  being  a  Committee  clioaeu  by  tlie  Town  of  Mendoii 
ftt  their  last  town  meeting  to  meet  a  Committee  of  the  3nd  Precinct  of  said 
Meudon  to  consult  and  agree  with  said'  Committee  on  sucli  conditions  and 
articles  as  would  be  proper  for  enid  Town  and  R'eciuct  to  come  into  in 
case  said  Precinct  should  be  set  off  l)y  the  General  Court  of  tl»e  State  into 
a  distinct  Town,  and  to  make  report  of  our  doings  at  the  next  meeting  of 
said  Town  for  the  choice  of  a  Representative;  We  have  attended  to  aaid 
Service  vrith  the  Committee  of  the  2nd.  Precinct,  cliosen  for  that  purpose, 
and  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articies  vt?.: 

Article  1.  That  the  Meadow  or  Land  usually  flowed  by  the  Mill  Pond 
formerly  occupied  by  Lieut.  William  Sheffield,  on  the  north  side  of  tlic 
County  road,  belonging  to  said  Town  sliall  remidn  and  continue  the 
Property  of  said  Town  of  Mendon  altUougii  the  said  3nd  Precinct  shdiUd 
become  a  separate  town :  and  in  case  said  Town  of  Mendou  should  liave 
occasion  to  eject  Jeremiah  Kelley  tlie  present  occupier  of  said  Pond  or  any 
other  person  or  persons  who  may  hereafter  occupy  said  Lands  from  the 
possession  of  said  premises  by  reason  tliat  lie  or  they  sliall  not  keep  a  good 
Grist  Mill  tn  repair  at  or  near  tlie  premises,  agreeable  to  tlie  Original  Agree- 
ment between  said  Town  and  Mathias  Puffer  and  David  How,  then  the 
said  3nd.  Precinct,  althougli  tliey  sliall  become-  a  separate  Town,  shall 
have  the  three-eighth  part  of  what  the  said  Town  of  Mendon  shall  recover, 
they  the  said  2nd.  Precinct  paying  the  three-eighth  pait  of  the  cost  and 
charge  that  may  accrue  in  recovering  the  same. 

Article  2,  That  the  said  3ud.  Precinct  draw  their  equal  proportion  of 
the  School  Money  according  to  the  valuation  of  said  Town  also  one-third 
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part  of  tlie  Ministry  money  Ijelongiag  to  saki  Town  also  tlitir  equal  pvo- 
liovtion  of  the  Town's  stock  of  Arms. 

Article  3(1.  That  the  said  3nd.  Precinct  take  their  equnl  proportion  of 
tlie  Poor  maintained  by  tJie  Town  according  to  the  Tax  said  3nd.  Precinct 
pays,  and  also,  if  after  said  2nd.  Precinct  is  set  off  as  a  separate  town, 
tliere  shall  be  any  Poor  sent  to  this  town  from  proper  authority  to  be  main- 
tained by  this  town,  and  it  sliall  appear  that  the  persons  so  brought  were 
the  usual  original  inhabitants  of  said  Snd.  Precinct,  then  the  said  3nd.  Pre- 
cinct shall  receive  and  maintain  them  as  their  poor. 

Article  4.  That  the  said  Snd.  Precinct  pay  their  equal  proportion  of  nil 
the  charges  that  liave  or  shall  arise  within  the  Town  of  Mendon  prior  to 
their  being  incorporated  tm  a  separate  Town,  of  whatever  name  or  nature. 

Article  5.  That  if  there  appear  to  i»e  a  surplusage  of  money  over  and 
above  paying  all  the  town's  costs  and  charges  when  they  the  Snd.  Pj'ecinct 
shall  become  a  separate  town,  then  the  said  3nd.  Precinct  to  draw  their 
equal  proportion  according  to  their  valuation. 

All  wliich  is  submitted  to  the  Town. 

John  Tyler  1  Committee 

Pbteb  Pbnniman  [■        of 
Aaron  Bvbrbtt.  )  Mendon. 

We  the  subscribers,  being  a  Committee  chosen  by  the  2nd.  Precinct  in 
Mendon  to  meet  tiie  Committee  chosen  by  tlie  Town  of  Mendon  to  consult 
and  agree  with  said  Committee  on  such  condition  and  Articles  as  would  be 
proper  for  said  Town  and  Precinct  to  come  into  in  case  swd  Precinct 
should  be  set  off,  by  the  General  Court  of  tliia  State  into  a  distinct  town, 
we  have  this  day  attended  said  service  with  said  Committee  and  liave 
agreed  upon  all  the  foregoing  Articles,  and  in  case  the  said  Town  of  Men- 
don should  accept  the  foregoing  Report,  we,  in  behalf  of  the  said  Snd. 
Pi'eclnct  ingage  that  all  the  foregoing  Articles  aliall  be  punctually  fulfilled 
on  said  3nd.  Precinct's  part  after  they  shall  be  set  off  as  a  Town. 

JoKATHAN  JoNBB  1  Committee  of  the 

.   8eth  Nelson  >  Second  Pi'ecinct 

IcHABOD  Thaybr,  Jr.  )      of  Mendon. 
Mendon  May  3,  1779. 

Voted  tliat  the  bouiidju'j'  line  between  the  town  of  Mendon 
and  the  Easterly  Precinct,  when  set  off  into  a  separate  town,  he 
the  middle  of  the  Eight  Rod  Eoad  (so  called)  to  Upton  line. 

June  31,  Voted  to  raise  £3000  to  hire  soldiers,  luid'for  other 
town  charges. 

Voted  that  the  average  money  (being  a  ttix  gi-anted  to  equalize 
the  bui'dens  of  the  war)  be  paid  in  by  the  Constables  to  tlie  Town 
Treasnrer,  and  the  Treasurer  to,  pay  such  snms  as  are  allowed  to 
any  of  the  soldiers  to  their  wives,  or  any  part  thereof  as  they 
stand  in  need  of,  taking  tlieir  loeoipt. 
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TKOrBIiE   WITH   AN   INFLATED    CUERENOY. 

Voted  that  the  inhabitauts  of  this  town  are  (.letermiiied,  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power,  to  support  the  credit  of  the  Oontineutal 
currency,  aud  ai-e  desirous  to  come  into  any  ealntsHy  measures 
that  may  he  adopted  by  the  community  in  general  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  eai'nestly  wish  that  such  measures  may  speedily  take 
place;  and,  for  the  present,  we  are  resolved  that  no  kind  of  pro- 
duce or  article  of  commerce  shall  be  sold  at  a  higher  price  than 
lias  hitherto  been  usually  given  for  such  article  or  produce;  and 
that  said  inhabitants  will  exert  themselves  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion "An  Act  of  this  State  entitled  an  Act  against  Monopoly  and 
Forestalling; "  that  the  practice  of  buying  and  selling  silver  and 
gold  at  such  discount  [premium?]  as  to  dispai-age  and  lessen 
the  credit  of  the  (jontinental  euiTency  shall  be  efEectually  dis- 
couraged among  ns. 

Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  nine  to  see  the  foregoing  vote 
aud  resolution  put  in  execution,  and  Joseph  Doit,  Esq.,  Capt. 
Gershom  Nelson,  Lieut.  Benoni  Benson,  Capt,  Albee,  Cajit, 
Samiiel  Penniman,  Capt.  Aldrieh,  Lieut.  Philip  Ammidown, 
Samuel  Jones  and  Capt.  Read  were  chosen  as  the  committee. 

July  38.  Voted  to  accept  the  Resolves  of  the  State  Conven- 
tion held  at  Concord,  July  14,  1770. 

The  Convention  was  held  at  the  request  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Boston,  "  to  take  into  consideration  the  pi'eaent  dis- 
tressed situation  of  the  people  at  large;  and  especially  the  ex- 
cessive high  prices  of  eveiy  article  of  consumption,  aud,  by 
tracing  to  their  causes  these  evils,  to  discover  and  poiait  <mt  the 
safest  and  best  remedies." 

This  Convention  was  composed  of  37  members  from  the  coun- 
ty of  Suffolk,  19  from  Essex,  65  from  Middlesex,  5  fi'om  Hamp- 
shire, 6  fi-om  Cnnjberlaud.  10  from  Plymonth,  8  from  Bristol 
and  34  from  Worcester,  being  174  in  all.  The  Hon.  Azor  Onie. 
of  Marblehead,  was  chosen  President,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Roggles. 
of  Boston,  Secretaiy. 

This  Convention  fixed  the  Jdghesi  price  for  which  twenty-four 
of  the  leading  ai'ticles  of  produce  and  merchandise  were  to  he 
sold  in  the  sea  ports,  and  the  tenth  day  of  Augirst  was  fixed  as 
the  day  when  the  regiilation  should  go  into  effect.  Capt.  John 
Tyler  was  the  delegate  from  Mendon.  , 
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Tlie  Convention  resolved  that  those  who  should  refuse  to  ac- 
cept its  recommendations,  "  under  any  pretense  whatever,  shonld 
be  held  and  deemed  ae  enemies  to  this  country,  and  treated  as 

Bat  it  seems  the  Resolves  of  this  Convention  failed  of  their 
intended  effect,  and  Capt.  John  Tyler  was  choaen  a  delegate  to 
attend  the  Convention  to  be  held  at  Concord  in  October  next, 
and  Dea.  Aaron  Everett,  Capt.  Peter  Penniman  and  Mr.  Jona- 
than Jones  were  chosen  a  committee  to  give  him  instmctioDS, 

This  Convention  met  October  6,  and  by  adjonrnment,  October 
14,  added  110  articles  to  the  34  to  which  they  had  affixed  the 
highest  prices,  at  which  they  should  be  sold,  in  July.  A  few 
examples,  with  the  highest  prices  attached,  will  answer  for  the 
.  whole:  Indian  corn  or  meal  was  to  be  sold  not  higher  than 
i!4.01s.  per  bnshel,  rye  and  rye  meal  at  £5.14e.,  wheat  flour  at 
£80  per  hundred,  beef  at '  5s.  per  pound,  butter  at  12s.  per 
porrnd,  W.  I.  rum  at  £5. 14s.  per  baiTcl  or  hogshead,  pei"  gallon, 
and  a  single  gallon  at  £6. 06s,  Of  this  Convention,  W.  Spoon er 
was  President,  and  Thomas  Lloyd  Halsey,  Secretary. 

August  3.  A  County  Convention  was  held  at  Worcester, 
"for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  several  interesting 
and  important  measures  first  recommended  by  Congress  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  and  since  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  State  by  a  Convention  of  their  delegates  at  Concord,  on  the 
14th  of.  July  last."  Col,  Joseph  Eeed,  of  Lancaster,  wae  chosen 
Chairman,  and  Capt.  Phineas  TJpham,  of  Brookfield,  Clerk. 

This  Convention,  in  the  main,  adopted  the  prices  agreed  upon 
by  the  Convention.  A  few  new  articles,  however,  are  intro- 
duced. Lodging  was  to  be  charged  not  exceeding  3s.  per  night, 
West  India  flip,  15s.  per  mug,  West  India  toddy,  15s.  per  bowl. 
New  England  flip  or  toddy,  ISs.  per  mug  or  bowl,  cider,  3s.  per 
mug,  &c,,  &c. 

The  third  resolution  of  this  Convention  was  in  the  following 
words:  "Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  each  town  to 
choose  large  committees  in  their  respective  towns,  and,  by  all 
means,  such  men  as  have  ever  proved  themselves  the  most  firmly 
attached  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  to  see  that  these  resolves  be 
effectually  carried  into  effect." 

Lieut.  Seth  Nelson  was  the  delegate  to  this  Convention. 
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Miiy  it  not  be  safely  inferred  that  the  high  priues,  for  every- 
thing, which  ruled  in  1780,  was  the  legitimate  result  of  a  ro- 
dundeiit  paper  currency,  tlieu  Itnown  by  the  uaiue  of  Continental 
mon^y?  Have  we  not  reason  to  fear  that  an  unlimited  issue  of 
]Daper  money  in  1880  would  react  to  the  same  calamitous  result 
which  the  experiment  did  a  huudi'ed  years  ago?  If,  in  1780, 
the  fiat  of  Congress  could  not  keep  the  Continental  money  at 
par  with  gold,  what  reason  have  we  to  believe  that  the  jiat  of 
any  future  Congress  can  float  an  unlimited  issue  of  paper  money, 
at  par  with  gold,  with  the  word  irredeemabi-e  printed  across  its 
face? 

Voted  to  choose  a  delegate  to  meet  i]i  County  Convention,  at 
Worcester,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  August  next,  in  order  to  reg- 
ulate the  price  of  labour,  &c.,  and  chose  Lieut.  Seth  Nelson, 


Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  nine  to  assist  the  Committee 
of  Correspondence,  Inspection  and  Safety,  to  put  said  Resolves 
{resolves  of  the  Concord  Convention  it  is  supposed)  into  execu- 
tion. The  committee  chosen  were  Joseph  Doit,  Esq.,  Capt. 
Samuel  Warren,  Capt.  Bead,  Lieut,  Philip  Ammidown,  Mr, 
Caleb  Cheney,  Lieut.  John  Benson,  Capt.  Albee,  Ichahod  Thayer 
and  Asa  Thompson. 

Voted  that  three  of  the  committee  ehoseu  above,  or  thi'ee  of 
the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspection  and  Safety,  when 
the  committee  in  general  are  not  together,  or  cannot  conveniently 
he  called,  be  a  qnornm  to  act  to  put  the  Resolves  into  execution. 

UBLBGATliS   TO   THK   FIHBT   CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVEKTION. 

Voted  to  choose  two  delegates  to  attend  the  Convention  at 
Cambridge,  on  the  1st  day  of  September  next,  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  forming  a  new  Oonstitiition,  and  the  votes  being  brought 
in,  sorted  and  counted,  it  appeared  that  Joseph  Doit,  Esq.,  and 
Capt.  Peter  Penniman  were  chosen  delegates. 

August  30.  Voted  to  raise  £5000  to  defray  town  chai'ges  the 
present  yeai',-aiid  £600,  exclusive  of  interest  on  the  School  bonds, 
for  schooling. 

Capt.  John  Tyler  was  chosen  delegate  to  the  Convention  tti  be 
held  at  Concord  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  October  next,  aiid 
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Dea.  Aai'oii  Everett,  Oapt.  Peter  Peiinimsm  and  Mr.  Jonathan 
"  Jones  were  chosen  a  committee  to  give  him  instructions. 

Voted  to  accept  the  regulations  that  were  di-awn  up  by  tlie 
committee  to  be  additional  regulations  lor  the  town.  These 
regulations  had  reference  to  the  act  against  Monopoly  and  Fore- 
stalling, Thi'ough  the  neglect  of  the  Olerk  to  record  the  com- 
mittee's report,  or  its  loss  if  .put  on  file,  we  know  not  Tv hat  the 
regulationa  were. 

Oct.  37,     Voted  to  accept  the  Kesolves  of  the  late  Oonvention   , 
at  Concord,  Oct.  6,  instant,  and  chose  Lieut.  8eth  Ohapin,  Capt. 
Gershom  Nelson,  Capt.  Levi  Aldrich,  Mr.  Otis  Whipple,  Dea, 
John  Chapin,  Mr,  Benjamin  Blake,  Samuel  Fairbanks,  Elijah 
Thayer  and  John  Darling. 

Rev.  Council  Papers,  vol,  1?0,  p.  41^. 

COMMITTEE   OF  THE    CONSTITUTIOITAL   CONVENTION. 

The  Convention  to  draw  up  a  State  Constitrition  met  at  Cam- 
bridge on  tlie  first  day  of  September,  177ii,  and  chose  a  commit- 
tee to  report  a  Constitution  of  Government  for  the  State.  The 
following  is  the  Roll  of  the  Committee,  the  days'  attendance, 
wages  per  day,  and  amount  of  compensation  for  the  service: 

For  the  Co.  of  Suffolk,  Janles  Bowdoin  Esq, 

Jolm  Adams,       '■  18  davs  at  TSs.      £«4  10 

Essex,  Theophilus  Parsons  Esq.   13    "  "  43  04' 

Joua,  Jackson,  "     18    "  "  64  16 

Saml.  PUllips,  ■■     16    ■■  "  S7  13 

Middlesex,  James  Sullivan, 

Eleazer  Brooks,  "      li)     "  "  68  08 

Nathl.  Qorliam,  ," 

Hampuliire,  Noah  Goodman,  '"     15     "  "  54  00 

Mr,  Ezekiel  Smith,  2'S     -  "  83  16 

Mr.  John  Bluings,  10     "  "  siG  00 

Worcester,  Jedediah  Poster  Esq, 

JosephDorr,  '■  38     "  "  83  16 

Isi'ael  Nichols,       '■  33    ■■  ■■  83  16 

Plymouth,  John  Cotton,  " 

Itev.  Gad  Hitchcock  33    "  "  7!»  04 

Bristol,  Itobeit  T.  Paine  Esq,  15     ■'  '  54  00 

Kev.  Samuel  West,  34      ■     ■     ■■  86  08 

York,  David  Sewall  Esq., 

Beni.  Chadbourne, 
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Berkshire, 

(Japt.  William  Walker 

33  clays  a 

it  73s. 

£79  04 

James  Hanis  Esq, 

34     " 

86  08 

Bainsliible, 

Enoch  Hallett  ■' 
Mr.  Samuel  Small, 
Mr.  Benj.  BraineM, 

Diikts  Uo,  & 

NanfAicket. 

At  I.ai'ge, 

Samuel  Adams, 

16     ■' 

57  13 

Joha  Pickering, 

21     '■ 

75  13 

Caleb  Strong, 

34     " 

m  08 

In  Council  Oct 

.  1,  177a  Read  und  Ordered  That  a  WaiTant  be  drawn  on 

the  Treaaury 

for'*1350. 13  in  full  of  tUis  Roll 

John  Avery, 

Dopy.  Secy. 

The  folloiviug  vote  was  qiiifce  probably  plain  euough  to  those 
who  were  present  at  the  meeting,  btit,  at  this  late  day,  we  are 
left  somewhat  in  tlie  dai'k  as  to  tbe  precise  amomit  voted. 

Voted  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  wliicb  shall  amount  to  as  miich 
as  the  sum  of  the  late  Stjifce  tax,  including  what  is  already  raised 
in  said  town  and  county  tax. 

Voted  to  allow  Ichabod  Thayer,  Jr.,  £15  for  tran8i)orting  the 
soldiers  clothing  to  Brookfleld,  in  1778. 

SOLDIERS   IK   THE   WAB  IN    1779. 


9  montlis  Men,  in  Rtiode  Inland  s( 


!,  under  Oapt.  Samuel  Hamant. 


Caleb  Legg, 
Reuben  Legg, 
Joel  Iiogg, 
David  Marsh, 
Darius  HolbTOok, 
Jona,  Kimball, 
Wm.  Cutting, 
Arthur  Rawson, 
Aai'on  Taft, 
Abijah  Legg, 
Serg.  Jcase  OMpln, 


John  Pickering, 
Jotliam  Pickeriug, 
Arlemas  Cheney, 
John  Dewing? 
Calvin  Smith, 
Wm.  Foster, 
Moses  Lovett, 
Marvel  Taft, 
Samuel  Tucker, 
Seth  Johnson, 
Wm.  Johnson, 


John  Torrey, 

Douglass  Mai'sh, 
Jesse  Darling, 

Caleb  Holbrook, 
Joel  Leggi 


Samuel  Thayer, 
Moses  Park  hurst, 
John  Legg. 


It  seems  quite  probable  that  Mendon  funiished  more  soldiers 
for  this  y&ar  than  ai-e  enumerated  above,  although  the  Rosters 
at  the  State  Horrse  give  only  the  above  names  as  being  in  the 
service.  The  Rosters,  it  should  be  remembered,  are  imperfect, 
some  of  them  missing,  and  othere  without  date  and  with()ut 
specifying  the  date,  time  or  iilsice  of  service. 
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The  following  Act  of  the  (lOiieval  C(inrt  will  ccimplete  the 
memoranda  of  the  yesu'. 
Eev.  Resolves  (Mass.  Ar.)  vol.  221,  p.  ^97. 

STATE    OF    MASSACHUSETTS    B.YY. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  Feb.  25,  1779. 

On  the  Petition  of  the  Overseers  of  tlie  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
setting  forth  that  they  have  an  opportunity  to  put  out  the  eldest  son  of 
Elizabeth  CummingB,  a  State  pauper,  until  he  is  twenty  one  years  old,  tliey 
paying  thirty  pounds;  And  also  to  allow  them  to  draw  the  money  tliat 
they  have  expended  for  said  Elizabeth  Cummings  and  her  two  cliildren,  an 
per  account  exhibited  with  said  petition. 

Besolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be  graiitod  and  tliat  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  be  and  hereby  are  empowered  to 
pwt  out  said  boy,  and  that  there  be  paid  thirty  pounds  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid,  they  giving  a  receipt  for  said  money;  and  also  four  pounds  and 
eight  shillings  in  full  of  the  account  exhibited  with  said  petition. 


Sent  up  for  Concurrence 


John  Pickering,  Speaker. 


Jcira  Atery,  Depy.  Sec. 
Consented  to     Jer  Powell    B    Ciu,nli,af   T  Curbing,  Jed"  Preble,  B. 
Austin    Moses  Qill    J    '-■tine    B   Wliite,  N.  Gushing,  A, 
Puller   Ham  Nllw  J   S  nip-i  n    T  ihn  Pitts  anil  E.  Brooks, 
Coundllors 


1780.  Mfu-ch  6.  Chose  for  Selectmen  Mr.  Stephen  Torrey, 
Lt.  Jesse  Whitney,  Lt.  John  Benson,  Lt.  AVilliam  Thayer  and 
Mr.  Oaleb  Cheney;  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq.,  Town  Glork;  Mr.  Peter 
Pennimaii,  Town  Treasurer;  and  for  Constables,  John  Alliee, 
Benjamin  Read  and  Levi  Rawsou, 

Voted  to  allow^  Peter  Penniraan  for  services  as  Treasurer,  illOO. 

Voted  to  allow  John  Tyler,  as  delegate  to  the  Concord  Con- 
vention, for  time  and  expenses,  £60. 

Voted  to  allow  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq.,  his  expenses  at  two  sessions 
of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  £59;  for  his  time,  17  days  at 
£3  per  day,  £51. 

Voted  to  allow  Peter  Penniman  his  expenses  at  the  Constitu- 
tional Couveution,  £85;  for  Iiis  time,  30  days  at  48s.  per  day,  £48. 

Vot*d  to  alloiv  the  Selectmen,  £.^0  each;  Assessors,  £50  each. 
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Capt.  John  Tyler  was  chosen  au  Overseer  of  the  Poor  and  a 
Committee  man  to  provide  for  the  soldiers  families,  in  tlie  place 
of  Moses  Aldi'ieh,  wlio  ceased  to  hold  office  in  Mendon  by  reason 
of  the  incoi-poration  of  the  East  Precinct  into  a  sepai'«te  town. 

INCORPORATION  OF   MILFORI). 


lu  the  yuar  of  Our  Lord  One  thousand  seven  hundi'ed  and  Eighty. 

All  Acl  for  Incorporating  the  Easterly  Precint  in  the  Town  o(  Mendon 
in  the  County  of  Worcester,  into  a  Separate  Town  by  the  name  of  MiltoTd. 

Whereas,  it  appeal's  tliat  the  loliahitants  of  the  Easterly  Precinct  in  the 
Town  of  Mendon  in  the  County  of  Worcester  labour  under  many  DifBcnl- 
ties  in  tlieir  present  Situation,  for  Eemedying  of  which  tliey  earnestly  re- 
quest they  may  be  Incorporated  into  a  Separate  Town. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representativea  in 
General  Oonrt  Aaaeinbied,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  same,  that  the  East- 
erly Part  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  in  the  County  of  Worcester  boiraded 
as  follows,  Viz':  begining  at  a  heap  of  Stones  on  Bellingham  Line  on  the 
North  side  of  the  Country  Road  then  running  West  and  bounded  South 
on  said  Road  until  it  comes  to  a  Road  called  Ihe  eight  lod  Road  now 
^reduced  to  four  rod  Road,  then  Nortli  dnd  bounded  westerlj  on  laid 
Road,  as  it  is  now  Stated  by  the  Town  of  Mendon  until  it  comes  to  Lpton 
Line,  thence  on  Upton  Line,  to  Hopkinton  Line  thence  on  Hopkinton 
Line  to  Holliston  Line,  thence  on  Holliiton  Line  to  Bellmgham  Line 
thence  on  Bellingham  Line  to  the  Bounds  flr<:t  mentioned  he  and  here 
by  is  Incorporated  into  a  Town  by  (he  Name  of  Milfoid  and  tliat  the 
Inhabitants  thereof  be  and  they  are  heiebj  Invested  with  all  thi,  powers 
Privileges  &  Immunities  which  the  Inhabitant  of  the  Towni  in  tliH  Btiti 
do  or  may  by  Law  enjoy. 

And  Provided  Nevertheless,  and  be  it  fuither  Enacted  that  the  Inhabi. 
tants  of  the  said  Town  of  Milford  shall  be  held  to  take  and  niamtam  their 
Pi'oportionable  part  of  tiie  Poor  of  said  Town  of  Mendon  tliat  aie  now 
maintained  as  such  or  tliat  shall  hereafter  Returned  ftom  any  otiiei  town 
as  belonging  to  said  Mendon  before  th.e  said  Town  of  Milfoid  was  Incor- 
porated. 

And  be  it  further  Enacted  thai  the  Inhabitants  of  sail  town  of  Milford 
shall  be  held,  to  pay  their  proportionable  pait  of  all  Town,  County  and 
State  Taxes  that  are  already  raised  or  granted  to  be  assessed  on  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  said  Town  of  Mendon  or  that  sliall  be  granted  to  be  assessed  on 
said  Town  of  Mendon  during  the  present  Sitting  of  the  Great  and  Gen- 
eral Court,  and  be  held  to  repair  and  Build  one  half  of  the  Bridges,  and 
mend  and  repair  one  half  of  the  Roads  on  which  they  aie  hounded,  lying 
m  the  said  Town  of  Mendon  forever. 

And  Be  it  further  Enacted,  that  all  the  Proprietors  belon^ng  to  the  Pi'o- 
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priety  of  the  Town  of  Mendou,  that  shall  be  Incorporated  into  the  Towu 
of  Miifovd  shall  hold  all  their  Common  Rights  in  the  Common  and  Undi- 
vided Lands  in  the  Propriety  of  the  former  Township  of  said  Mendon  as 
though  tliey  had  not  been  set  off  into  a  Separate  Town.  And  their  Propor- 
tionable part  of  the  Ministry  and  School  Money  belon^ng  lo  said  Town  of 
Mendon  that  h}»ve  accrued  to  them  by  the  aale.of  the  School  and  Ministry 
Iiands.  .  . 

And  Be  it  further  Enacted  That  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq''  he  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  and  impowered  to  issue  his  Warrant  directed  to  some  Principal  lu- 
habitant  of  said  Town  of  Milford  reqnii'ing  him  to  warn  the  Inhabitants  of 
said  Town  of  Milford  qualified  by  Law  to  vote  in  Town  afEairs  to  Assem- 
ble and  meet  at  some  suitable  time  and.  Place  in  said  Town  to  choose  all 
such  Officers  as  Towns  by  Law  are  required  and  impowered  to  choose  in  the 
month  of  March  annually,  and  to  transact  all  other  matters  &  Business  nec- 
essary to  be  done  in  said  Town. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  April  11,  1780.  This  Bill  having  I>een 
read  three  several  times  pass'd  to  be  enacted,     John  Hancock,  Speaker. 

In  Council,  April  11th,  1780.  This  Bill  having  had  two  several  readings, 
passed  to  be  enacted.  John  Avbev,  D.  Sec'y. 

We  consent  to  the  enacting  of  this  Bill. 

Jeri  Powell,  T,  Cushing, 

Aitemas  Ward,  Jabea  Fislier, 

,  Waller  Spooner,  Moses  Gill, 

8.  Adams,  B.  White, 

T.  Danielson,  H,  Gardner, 

Tim.  Edwai'ds,  A.  Puller. 

Sam'  NUes,  Jno.  Pitta, 

Noah  Goodman. 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

Secretary's  Department, 

Boston,  February  6,  1877. 
A  (rue  copy  of  tlie  original  act. 

Witness  the  seal  of  tlie  Commonwealth, 
Henry  B.  Peikce, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

STATE    CONaTITL-TION. 

April  34,  1780.  The  Address  of  the  Convention,  the  Dedimi- 
tion  of  Eights -and  the  Conetitnfcion,  or  Frame  of  G-overnnieiit, 
for  the  People  of  the  MassachnsettsBiiy,  wiis  first  distinctly  read. 

Then  it  was  voted  that  one  or  more  persons  in  eveiy  Sciiool 
Distriet  in  the  towu  should  he  appointed  to  reeeivc  for  -his  or 
their  District  one  printed  copy  of  said  Constitntion,  or  Frame 
of  Government,  to  the  end  that  every  member  of  the  towu  may 
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come  to  the  knowledge  of  and  have  the  opportiinity  and  advan- 
tage of  duly  weighing  and  considering  the  same  in  the  interval 
between  this  and  the  adjonrnment  of  this  meeting,  and  the  per- 
son so  appointed  to  return  the  copy  which  he  receives  to  the 
person  from  whom  he  received  it.  The  persons  chosen  were  as 
follows,  viz: — 

1st.  School  District,  Capta.  Philip  Amidowii  &  Peter  PenHimiLii  &  Lt. 
Abraham  Staples, 

3nd  do.,  Major  Thompson. 

3thd.         do.,  Mr  Jonathan  Jones  and  Mr.  Caleb  Chenoy, 

4111.  do.,  Capt.  Samuel  Warren. 

Stli.  do.,  Lieut.  Seth  Thayer. 

6tii.  do.,  Dr.  Penniman. 

7tli.  di).,  Mr.  Joseph  Allen  and  Mr.  Jose|)li  Bates, 

8th.  do.,  Lieut.  Joseph  Johnson. 

9th,  do.,  Capt.  Benjamin  Head. 

lOtii.  do.,  Ens.  PelatiaL  Darling. 

11th,  do.,  Lt.  Peletiah  Thayer  &  Capt,  Levi  Aldrich. 

Voted  to  adjourn  for  three  weeks  from  this  day.  Then  met 
and  adjourned  to  the  May  meeting. 

May  25.  Met  and  adjoni-ned  to  .Monday  next  at  9  o'clock  A. 
M.  These  adjournments  were  made,  as  the  record  says,  "to 
give  further  time  for  the  consideration  of  the  Constitution." 

At  the  appointed  time  the  inhabitants  met  and  the  Constitu- 
tion being  taken  up,  the  following  votes  were  passed: 

As  will  be  seen,  the  Constitution  was  voted  on  Chapter  by 
Chapter,  Section  by  Section,  Article  by  Article. 

Chapter  1,  Sec.  1  Article  1  is  accepted,  Art.  Snd.  15  for  31  against. 
Art.  3,  accepted.     Art,  4,  20  for  17  against. 

Chap.  1  Sec.  2,  Art  1.  amendment  proposed  viz:  Tlie  Senate  to  consist 
of  19  memlwrs,  86  for  3  against  it.  The  Governor's  Council  proposed  lo 
consist  9  men  35  for  II  against  it.— that  there  he  not  more  than  1  Obtm- 
cillor  elected  out  of  any  one  County,  37  for  and  1  agiunst  it.  Art. 
2d.  Voted  with  amendment,  but  rnnenAment  not  on  record.  Art.  3.  30  for  8 
against.  Art.  4, 13  for  1  agMnst  it.  Art.  5,  16  for  3  against  it.  Art.  6, 
accepted.  Art.  7,  accepted.  Art,  8  accepted  with  the  amendment  of  11 
for  a  quorum  instead  of  16, 

Chap.  1.  Sec.  3,  Art.  1,  accepted.  Art  3  not  accepted  and  in  lieu 
tliereof  voted  that  the  Representative  body  of  tliis  CommonwealUi  do  not 
exceed  the  nnml)er  of  150 — tliat  the  whole  Commonwealth  he  divided  into 
equal  Districts,  each  to  send  one  Repi'esenlative.  making  in  the  whole  150. 
The  3.  4,  5,  6  &  7  articles  unanimously  accepted.    8t]i,  Art,  accepted  with 
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the  amendmKnt  of  40  instead  of  60.  Art.  10  acrapted.  Art.  11,  8  for  3 
against  it. 

Chap.  3.  Sec.  1,  Art.  13  for  S  against  it.  Art.  3  vnt«d  with  tlie  amend- 
ment of  Protentarii  instead  of  Cliriatian.    Articles  3.  4  &  5  accepted. 

Voted  to  adjourn  to  "Wednesday  next  at  1  P.  M. 

Met  and  proceeded  with  Chap.  3,  Sect,  1.  Ai-ticlos  7.  8  &  9  accepted. 
Art.  9  accepted  with  this  amendment  viz:— That  Judges,  and  Eegiaters  of 
Probate  and  Registers  of  Deeds  he  appointed  by  the  several  towns,  and  that 
all  Probate  business  and  Che  Registiy  of  Deeds  he  done  in  every  town,  and 
that  tlie  Selectmen  of  tlie  several  towns  both  approbate  and  license  Taverners 
imd  Retailers  of  Spirituous  Liquors.  Arts.  10.  II.  &  13  accepted.  Art.  18 
not  accepted,  and  Voted  reasonable  and  adequate  grants  for  their  respec- 
tive services  be  annually  made  to  the  Governors  and  Judges  of  tlie  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  General  Court  for 
the  time  being.- 

Chap.  a.  Sec.  3.    Articles  1.  3  &  3  accepted. 

Chap.  3.  Sec.  3.  Articles  1.  3  &  3  accepted.  Art.  4  not  accepted  and 
•  voted  as  before  not  more  than  one  Councillor  to  be  chosen^out  of  any  one 
County,    Articles  5.  6  &  7.  accepted. 

Chap.  3.     Sec.  4.    Articles  1  &  2  accepted. 

Chap.  3  Art  1.  not  accepted  and  voted  that  judiciary  Officers  shall  not 
hold  their  offices  exceeding  5  years  unless  appointed  anew.  Art.  3.  Ac- 
cepted.   Art.  3,  voted  with  the  amendment  of  5  years  instead  of  t  years. 

At  this  point  we  find,  by  a  reference  to  the  meeting  of  Jniie 
19th,  that  the  meeting  was  adjoiu'ned  to  June  1.  As  there  is 
uo  record  of  any  meeting  on  Jitne  1st,  it  is  not  known  what 
business  was  then  transacted;  but,  it  is  supposed,  the  remaining 
chapters  of  the  Constitution  were  acted  on,  and  that  there  was 
no  record  by  the  Clerk  remains  a  mystery. 

May  25,  held  under  a  new  wai-rant,  Ebenezer  Thompson, 
Esq.,  was  chosen  Representative  to  the  Great  and  General  Conrt 
or  Assembly  appointed  to  be  convened,  held  and  kept  for  the 
"  Government  service  at  the  State  Honae  in  Boston,  in  the  County 
of  Suffolk,  on  Wednesday  the  thirty  first  day  of  May  cun-ent  and 
BO  de  die  in  diem  dnring  their  Session  or  Sessions. 

Chose  Edward  Rawson  a  Delegate  to  the  Constitiitional  Con- 
vention to  attend,  at  their  next  session,  in  the  room  of  Joseph 
Dorr  Esq.  and  Peter  Penniman  who  have  hitherto  attended. 
No  mention  is  made  of  the  declination  of  Messrs,  Dorr  and 
Penniman.  The  coming  session  of  the  Convention  is  supposed 
to  bo  held  simply  to  count  the  votes  which  had  been  given  for 
and  against  the  Constitution. 
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Chose  Capt.  John  Tyler,  Ene.  Peletiuh  Dai-Iing,  Csipt.  John 
Albee,  Capt.  Levi  Aldrich  and  Capt.  Peter  PeiiDiman  a  com- 
mittee to  settle  and  adjust  matter-s  between  tliie  Town  and  the 
Town  of  Milfofd. 

Voted  to  allow  Constable  John  Albee  seventy  dollai's  to 
make  up  his  loss  sustained  in  receiving  counterfeit  money  f(n- 
taxes. 

Jane  19.  Voted  to  leave  it  discretionary  with  the  Com- 
mittee for  hiring  Soldiei's,  how  much  to  give  or  engage' to  give 
in  Paper,  Silver  or  Produce  as  they  can  agree  with  tlie  soldier. 

Voted  to  raise  4110,000  to  defray  town  charges,  and  that  the 
same  be  assessed  immediately.  The  immerMaie  assessment  was 
probably  directed  on  account  of  the  rapid  depreciation  of  the 
Continental  cuiTency. 

Jnne  29,  1780.  This  day  the  committees  of  Mendon  and 
Milfordmet  and  agreed  on  a  division  of  the  roads  between  tlie 
two  towns,  as  to  what  parts  each  town  should  mend  and  Iceep  in 
repair  for  travelling,  viz: — 

Mendon's  part  beginning  at  BeUingham  Line  at  the  middle  of  tlie  bridge 
upon  the  Country  road  hetween  Dr.  John  Coi'bett'a  and  Lieut.  Samuel  Pen- 
niman's  and  so  the  wliole  of  the  road  till  it  comes  opposite  to  Lieut. 
Samuel  Penniman's  house. 

Then  Milford  to  keep  the  whole  of  the  Country  Road  and  bridge  over 
the  Mill  River,  so  called,  till  it  comes  to  a  large  Rock  near  John  Spr^ue's 
house.  .,  , 

Then  Mendon  to  mend  and  keep  in  repair  tl  CutjRradutll 
comes  to  the  Eight  Rod  Road. 

And  tlie  Division  of  tlie  Eight  Rod  road  is  a    t  11  M  n  i      to 

bepn  at  Upton  line  by  the  east  comer  of  the  land  b  1  ug    g  t    th    1  f 

Micah  Bates,  lat«  of  Upton,  deceased;  thence  t  m  nl  th  ad  ntl  t 
comes  to  where  the  Eight  Rod  Road  (ao  called)  m  t  th  tl  ad  th  t 
leads  from  Milford  to  Upton. 

Then  Milford  to  take  and  mend  the  road  fr  n  tl  ncc  unt  1  tl  }  1  11 
complete  one  half  of  the  said  Eight  Rod  Road    that     to  aa3  t  11  h.  If 

of  tJie  distance  from  Upton  line  to  the  above  said  C  o  nt  j  E      i. 

Then  Mendon  to  niend  the  remainder  of  the  sd  Eight  Rod  Road,  after 
Milford's  part  ends. 

John  Tylbk,  1 

JouN  Ai.iiKK,  \  Com.  for  Mendon. 

Pbtbb  Penniman.         ) 

Samuel  WAiutEN,         1 

IcHABOD  Thatbk,  Jr.  ,  >■  Com.  for  Milford. 

^AJCOEii  Jones,  ) 
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I'ATE    ELECTION    UNDKK    THE    CONi 


Sept.  4.     At  a  town  meeting  held  this  day,  no  'warrant  ieiny 
recorded,  the  following  State  officers  were  voted  for,  viz:^ 
For  Governor,  John  Hancock,      had  33  votes. 

do.         do.         Jamea  Bowdoin,       "      1     " 
Lieut.Gov.,       James  Bowdoin,       "    24     " 

do.         do.         John  Haacock,         "      1     " 


Hon.  Moaes  Gill        had  31.  Brig.  Gen.  Warren,  had  13. 

Hon.  Samuel  Baiter     "    16.  Col.  Eead,  "      1. 

Maj.  Seth  Washbura  "    15.  Joseph  Doit  Esq,       "   30. 

Sept.  11.     Voted  to  raise  £1500  for  schooling. 

Voted  to  raise  £1000  Itard  money  to  pay  the  six  months  men 
and  3  months  men  hired  by  the  committee. 

Voted  to  raise  £4150  "to  pay  for  Oontiuental- Horses  pur- 
suant to  ii  Resolve  of  the  General  Court." 

Voted  to  raise  £10,400  in  the  present  currency  to  defi'ay  town 
charges  the  present  year. 

Voted  to  allow  Mr.  Edwai'd  Eawson  £180  for  his  expenses  at 
the  late  Cojistitutional  Convention  and  £4.10  per  day  for  twelve 
days  attendance  at  the  Convention,  £54. 

Voted  to  forego  Bamch  Bullai-d's  Rate £10.03.00 

"     Daniel  Oallum's      "     44.11.10 

■'     John  "Wilson's        "     44,05,04 

Oct.  11.  Edward  Rawson,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Eepreseutsitive 
to  the  General  Court. 

Voted  to  pay  the  men  who  went  to  Tiverton  on  the  Alarm 
eighty  dollars  per  day,  exclusive  of  State  pay. 

Voted  that  the  Militia  officers  return  the  number  of  men  who 
went,  in  order  for  an  assessment  for  the  money. 

Voted  to  raise  £13,000  to  purchase  the  town's  qnota  of  beef 
for  the  Army.  As  the  requisition  for  this  beef  was  probably 
issued  before  Milford  was  set  off,  it  will  be  nnderstood  that  both 
towns  were  to  be  held  for  the  supply.  The  quota  of  beef  for 
Mendon  to  fnruish,  as  is  found  among  the  Revolutionary  ar- 
chives, was  26,963  pounds.  Levi  Eawson  and  Increase  Tliayer 
were  a  committee  to  purchase  this  beef;  the  first  was  allowed 
eighty  doDars  per  day  .for  services  and  expenses,  and  was  em- 
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ployed  for  teu  days.  Mr.  Thayer  iviis  employed  two  itnd  a  half 
daySj  at  seventy  dollars  per  day. 

Dec.  4.  Town  meeting  by  an  adjoarnment  from  Nov,  37. 
Met  aud  adjourned  to  Landlord-  John  Hill's  (Tavern),  to  meet 
in  one  quai'ter  of  an  hoiir. 

In  the  meantime,  a  new  wai-rant  was  issued  for  a  meeting  on 
Dec.  %5,  and  under  that  wan-ant  it  was  voted  to  raise  ^25,000 
to  pnrehase  beef,  pursuant  to  a  requisition  of  the  General  Court 
of  Dec.  4,  1780. 

Oapt.  Philip  Ammidown  and  Capt.  BenJ.  Read  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  purcliiiae  tlie  beef,  or  pay  the  money  to  the  Super- 
intendent of  Purchases,  as  sliall  appear  most  to  the  advantage 
of  the  town.  The  ^35,000  was  to  be  immediately  assessed  and 
collected,  and  no  town  orders  were  to  be  received  by  the  Collec- 
tor for  any  part  of  the  tas. 

Ohose  a  committee  of  sixteen,  to  hire  men  for  the  town's 
quota  of  soldiers  to  fill  up  the  Continental  battalions.  The 
names  of  tlie  committee  ai-e  as  follows,  viz: — 

Capl.  Amidown,  Lieut.  Increase  Tliayer, 

Capt.  B.  Read,  Col.  Craggin, 

Capt.  John  Tyler,  Mr.  Nahum  Taft, 

Mr.  Heuiy  Peoniman,  Mr.  Joseph  Thayer. 

Lieut.  John  Benson,  Ens.  Turner  Ellis, 

Oapt.  Levi  Aldrich,  Mr,  Peletiah  Peuniman, 

Mr.  Stephen  ToiTey,  Mr.  Levi  Eawson  & 

Mr.  John  Hill.  Mr.  Beaj.  Tlwyer. 

As  .this  Committee  was  instructed,  eacli  one,  to  procure  a  sol- 
dier, it  is  supposed  that  16  was  the  quota  for  Mendon.  Massa- 
chiisetts  was  called  on  for  4340  men  for  3  years;  and  Dec.  3,  the 
quotas  were  determined  and  the  difEereut  towns  notified  to  fill  up 
their  respective  qnotas.  The  number  set  down  for  Mendon  was 
37;  but,  as  in  wai'  matters,  the  separation  of  Milford  was  not  yet 
recognized,  we  may  suppose  that  of  the  37,  Mendon  was  to  sup- 
ply 16  and  Milford  11  men. 

The  Committee  was  chosen  Jan.  1,  1781,  to  which  day  tlio 
meeting  of  Dec.  35  was  adjourned. 


FOK  1780. 
Court  (Mass.  Ar.)  vol.  40,  p.  332. 
The  j)etition  of  Edward  Rawson  [of  Mendon]  and  others  of 
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Hartford,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  praying  for  a  permit  to 
transport  goods  to  tlie  said  State  Jan.  6,  1780. 

Resolved  that  John  Caldwell,  Theodore  Hopkins  and  Qeorge  Men-ill  be 
and  they  hereby  are  permitted  to  Transport  out  o(  the  State  from  Otis 
Whipple's  Store  in  Mendon,  8  tierces  of  N.  E.  Bum,  1  do  of  salt,  and  from 
Peter  Eeeds  store  in  Douglaas,  13  tierces  and  3  hhds.  of  N.  E.  Rum  and  3 
Casks  of  salt  into  the  State  of  Ct.  (or  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  Petition, 
any  Act  or  Law  of  this  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
In  Council  R  &  0. 
Consented  to  by  15  of  ihe  CoiincO. 

As  the  Conncil  "coneniTed,"  it  is  evident  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  had  previousiy  granted  the  prayer  of  tlie  peti- 
tion. • 

At  this  time  Councillors  were  chosen  by  the  Legislature  from 
those  who  had  been  elected  Senators  by  the  people.  Joseph 
Dorr,  Esq.,  having  beeJi  chosen  a  Councillor,  the  following  is  a 
copy  of.  his  letter  of  acceptance  of  that  office. 

Mass.  Arch.  Rev.  Letters  vol.  303,  p.  345. 

Mendon,  5eU  of  June  1780. 
Sir, 

By  your  Official  Letter  of  the  1st.  inst.  I  am  informed  of  my  Laving  been 
elected  a  Member  of  the  Hon"''  Board  of  Oonncillors  for  the  year  ensuing. 
I  am  very  sensible  of  tlie  dignity  conferred  upon  me  by  this  Election, 
and  feel  the  warmest  emotions  of  Gratitude  to  the  Hon'''"  Gentlemen  of  the 
General  Assembly  for  their  suffrag*  on  the  occasion;  at  the  same  time, 
conscious  of  my  Inability  to  discharge  the  important  Duties  of  this  ele- 
vated station  witli  that  benefit  and  real  service  to  the  public  as  I  could  ear- 
nestly wish,  I  sliall  enter  upon  this  arduous  business  with  great  Diffidence 
and  some  degree  of  Reluctance. 

The  circumstances  of  my  Family  &  domestick  Aflwrs  are  such  as  will 
render  my  Constant  attendance  at  Court  extremely  inconvenient.  I  doubt 
not  tlierefore  that  the  Hon'^  Board  will  readily  grant  me  all  reasonable  In- 
dulgence, and  excuse  my  absence  when  the  urgency  of  my  affairs  shall  re- 
quire my  Particular  attention.  The  next  week,  being  the  term  of  holding 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  at  Worcester,  will  prevent  my  giving  so  early 
an  attendance  at  the  Board  as  I  should  otherwise  have  done. 
I  liave  the  Honor  to  be  Sir, 

With  every  sentiment  of  Duty  &  Respect 
To  the  Hon''^=  General  Assembly 

Your  most  Obed'.  Humble  Serv't, 

Joseph  Dour. 
Hon,  Samuei,  Adams  Esq.,  Secretary. 
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.  HON.    JOSEPH    DORR,    JR.  ■ 

Hon.  Joseph  Dorr,  Jr.,  was  bom  in  Mendoii  May  34,  1730. 
He  was  the  only  son  of  Eev.  Joseph  Doit.  He  graduated  at 
Harvard  in  1752  and  received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  in  course. 
He  preached  occasionally  for  several  years  bnt  was  never  or- 
dained. He  early  tnmed  his  attention  and  energies  to  tiie  polit- 
ical aflairs  of  the  times  and  became  an  earaest,  unceasing  and 
vigorous  co-laborer  with  the  eai-lieat  patriots  of  the  Revolution, 
It  was  said  of  him  that  he  devoted  himself  tlu-ee  hundred  days 
of  each  yeai",  fi'om  1773  to  1780,  to  the  pnblic  service,  and  with- 
ont  compensation. 

Mr.  Don"  filled  many  important  oiEces.  He  was  Town  Clerk 
and  Treasurer,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Member  of  the  Committees 
of  Safety  and  Correspondence,  one  of  tlie  Committee  chosen  to 
call  upon  the  Mandamus  Councillors  and  demand  the  surrender 
of  their  commissions.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  and 
of  the  Governoi-'s  Council,  a  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  (was  a  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at  the  time 
of  his  election  as  Councillor)  and  Judge  of  Probate,  wliich  latter 
office  he  lield  to  near  the  close  of  life.  Judge  Dorr  died  in 
Brookfleld,  Dee.  6,  1808,  to  which  town  he  had,  a  few  years 
before,  removed,  aged  78  years. 

MEffDON   SOLDI  Ens   IN   THE   WAR   IN   1780, 

William  Torrcy,  Seth  Johnson,  Jolin  Pii  kcnng 

Nat  Torrey,  Jolm  Ilayward,  Elisln  Chase 

Lemuel  Green,  Daniel?  Stone,  Zelek  Bailing 

David  Green,  Caleb  Legg,  David  I  egg 

Cyrenua  Bawaon,  .Toseph  Pasamore,  Een]   Ha>waid 

Jonatban  Tuft,  Samuel  Eamsdell. 

The  foregoing  names  are  taken  from  a  Roatti  mteicd  is  sim 
months  men. 

It  is  believed,  however,  that  tliere  were  other  men  at  this  time 
serving  in  the  Continental  ai-my.  A  paper,  without  date,  is 
found  among  tlie  Archives  of  tiie  war  containing  the  names, 
aiTanged  in  alphabetical  order,  of  more  than  a  hundred  men  as 
serving  at  some  time  in  the  army.  The  dates  or  places  of  their 
service  is  not  mentioned. 
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Surg'B  Mate  Jos.  Adams;  NeLemkh  Aldridi, 
Lieut.  Samuel  Cobb,       Phineas  Aldrich, 
Lieut.  Wm.  Darling,       Eleazer  Albee, 
Adj.  John  Holden,  Amasa  Aldrich, 

Qv.  Mas.  Wm.  Jennison,  Abraham  Aldrich, 
Capt.  Andrew  Pelers,  Jacob  Ammidown, 
Maj.  Calvin  Smith,  Silas  Brown, 

Surg.  Stephen  WUkins,  Ed.  Bowker, 
Capt.  Levi  Willard,  Timothy  Bi-uce, 

,   Justus  Battles, 
■  Serg.  Jeve.  Battif  s, 
Asft  Albee,  Samuel  Boyce, 

Berg.  Riifus  Aldrich,       Samuel  Hill, 
Ebenr.  Craggin,  Reuben  Holbrook, 

Saml.  Davis,  John  Hunt, 

Ebenr.  Davis,  Winaor  Jones, 

John  Deering,  Joshua  Lazell, 

Drum.  Aai'on  Davis,        Moses  Lnvctt 
Lieut.  Enoch  Darting,     Moses  Legg 
Job  Darling,  William  Legg 


John  Daniels, 
Joshua  Daggelt, 
Peler  Darling, 
Levi  Darling, 
Serg.  Turner  Ellis, 
Pifer,  Marvel  Ellis, 
Corp.  Simeon  Fish, 


Wm.  LOsure 
David  Leggji 
Corp.  David  Ltgg 
Corp.  Cakb  Legg 
Gideon  Lesnie 
Levi  Lefline 
Robin  Meinyo 


Corp.  Saml.  Fairbanks,  Henry 
Amariah  Force?  Daniel  Norcrov 

Hez*'.  Fletcher,  Benj.  Norcio'f't 

David  French,  David  Owen, 

Serg.  Saml.  French,        BenJ.  Owen, 
Cleophas  Green,  Amos  Patridge, 


WTTHOXIT  DATE. 

Ichabod  Bosworth, 
Oliver  Chapin, 
Isaac  Chapin, 
Arthur  Corey, 
Wm.  Chase, 
Josiah  Chapin, 
Lieut.  Joseph  Cody, 
Serg.  Adam  Chapin, 
Corp,  Peter  Oorhett, 
Corp.  Wm.'Oheney, 
Benj.  Clark, 
AmoB  Craggin, 
Corp.   Eliphalet   PhU- 

Serg.  Benj,  Read, 
Fifer  Jona  Bawson, 
Edward  Rawson, 
Arthur  Rawson 
Aquilla  Ramsde)l    Jared 

bmith 
Master 
Calvin  Smith 
Saml  Smith 
Simeon  Staphs 
Jona  Staples 
Amos  Sheparson 
ibiah^m  Steal  ns 
Enoa  Taft 
Ebenr   Taft 
Arte  mas  T^ft 
Saml.  Thayer, 
Joel  Thayer, 
Jonas  Twetchel, 
Nat  Torrey, 
Amasa  Thayer, 


Ichabod  Hayward,  Eli 

Darius  Holbrook,  Joseph  Passmoi 

William  .Hall,  Corp.  Sheffield  Patridge,  Aaron  Thayer, 

Benj.  Vicbery,  Sami.  Washburn,  Ens.  Art.  Amariah  VoseV 

Joseph  Woodward,  Serg.  Benj,  Walker,        Blias  Whitney, 

John  White,  Corp,  Thomas  Watson     Stephen  Wood. 

Benj.  White,  Jona,  Whitney, 

Jabez  Albee,  Jonathan  Boyce, 

Return  of  Olotliing  for  the  Town  of  Mendon,  iiiidor  a  requi- 
sition of  May  4,  1780.  (Rev,  and  Miscellaneous,  Vol.  141,  pp. 
893,  393.) 
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Dec.  28.        ,33  Shirts,  @  £40 £1320  00  00 

33pra.  Shoes,  "      40 1330  00  00 

34   "     Stockinp,   "      34 816  00  00 

16   ■'    Blankets,     "    100 1600  00  00 

36  Miles  travel,  104  00  00 

TDajsout,  343  00  00 

Receipted  for  by 

Rev.  and  Mis.,  Vol.  141,  p.  sn. 

Allowed  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Mention : 

Mileage  paid   6  men  to  Rhode  Island,  60  miles £18  00  00 

Also,     "     10  mep  to  Springfield.      70     "     70  00  00 

Also,     "     10  men  to  Boston,  37     "    87  00  00 

Also,     '■     30  men  to  Claverick,        180      "     360  00  00 

Also,     "      6  men  to  Rutland.  30     " 18  00  0i> 

£503  00  00 
Rev.  &  Mis.,  Vol.  141,  p.  43*?. 

Allowed  the  Selectmen  of  Mendoa: 

For  6  Horses  and  expense  in  procuring  &  ti'ansporting 

Old  Money  £5865  00  00 in  the  new,- £149  13  06 

Rev.  &  Mis.,  Vol.  141,  p.  305. 

The  following  Table,  showing  the  deprecisition  of  the  Conti- 
nental moDey,  will  explain  the  high  prices  found  in  the  precod- 
iog  pages: 

DEPEECIATION  TABLE, 

MONTHS.  1777.     1778.     1779.     1780.     1781. 

January 105    .   !t3o       743      3934      7400 


Feliruary 

Marcli 

107 

109 

August 

Septemher 

October 

Novemher 

Decemtjer 

150 

17S 

375 

800 

810 

868 

3833 

7400 

lOOO 

3736 

7500 

1104 

4000 

1315 

4600 

1343 

6400 

1477 

6900 

1630 

7000 

1800 
3030 
3808 

7100 
7300 
7300 

3508 

7400 

1781.     Feb  6.     Voted  to  choose  thirty-two  men  in  addition 
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to  the  former  Committee  ot  Sixteen  elioaeu  to  hire  suldiera  for 
the  anny.     The  oamea  of  the  Committee  are  as  follows,  viz; 
Ebenezer  Mevriam,  Lt.  James  Lovett,  Aaron  Thayer  Jr., 

Benoni  Benson,  Moses  Smitli,  Jos.  Bates, 

Saml.  Fairbanki?,  Jesse  Wlieelock,  Lt.  Abraham  Staples, 

Phineas  Aldvicli,  Ool.  Silas  Wheelock,       James  Blake, 

Setli  Taft,  Peter  Wheelock,  John  Crooks, 

Jepthah  Clark,  Dea  Josiah  Adams,         Moses  Thayer, 

Lt.  Seth  Wheelock,  Capt,  Pet«r  Penaimau,    John  Penniman, 

Benj,  Boyce,  Benj.  Ellery  Esq.,  Zebulon  Qoss, 

Lt,  Seth  Cfiapin,  Eus.  Peletiah  Darling,     Daniel  Taft. 

Lt.  Peter  White,  Robert  Lawton, 

Feb.  6,  1781,  Voted  that  the  Treasurer  of  Uiis  towu  give  security  to  any 
three,  or  less  number  of  men,  chosen  as  a  Committee,  by  this  town,  for  the 
purpose  of  hiring  this  town's  quota  of  men  now  raising  for  the  Ooatinen- 
tal  Army,  pursuant  to  a  Besolve  of  the  General  Court  of  tliis  Common- 
wealth of  the  3ud  of  December  1780,  who  shall  pi-oduce  proper  certiflcalcs 
that  they  have  hired  aiich  men  to  enlist  iuto  the  army  as  aforesaid,  and 
have  given  htm  such  a  sum  or  sums:  swd  security  to  be  given, similar,  with 
regard  to  manner  and  time  of  payment,  with  those  said  town's  Committee 
may  liave  given  to  the  soldier,  and  be  worded  agreeable  to  the  following.- 
Mbndon,  Feb.         1781. 

In  behalf  said  Town  of  Mondon  I,  the  subscriber  do  hereby  promise 
and  oblige  myself  and  successors  in  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  said  town, 
to  pay  unto  A.  B.  Hie  sum  of  pounds  in  Spanish  milled  dollars,  or 

gould  to  the  value  thereof,  it  being  for  his  or  their  paying  same  to  C.  D. 
for  enlisting  in  the  Continental  Army,  as  one  of  said  towu's  quota  of  men 
now  raising  pursuant  to  a  Resolve  of  this  Commonwealth  of  the  2d.  of 
December  last 

Witness  my  hand  B.  F.  Treasurer. 

March  5.  Chose  for  Selectmen,  Dan.  Aldrieh,  Lt.  Reuben 
Thiijer,  Turner  Ellis,  Nahnm  Taft  and  James  Lovett;  Levi 
Rawson,  Town  Clerk;  George  Aldrich,  Treasurer;  Constables, 
Lt.  Increase  Thayer  and  Peter  Darling. 

Voted  that  one-third  of  the  Town  Meetings  be  held  at  the 
South  Parish  Meeting  Konse  in  future. 

Voted  to  allow  the  Selectmen  for  the  year  past  three  hard  dol- 
lars, or  paper  money  equivalent,  for  their  services.  The  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  and  the  Assessors  were  allowed  two  hard  dol- 
lars and  the  Treasnrer  ^Os  hard  money. 

Api-il  3.     State  Election. 

For  Governor,  John  Hancock  liad  36  votes. 

For  Lt.  Governor,  Thomas  Cushingliad  38  votes. 


dbyGOOgIC 


400  ANNALS   OF    MENDON.  [I'^^l- 

For  Senators  and  Couacillors,  Moses  Gill,  Samuel  Baker,  Joseph  Dorr, 
Seth  Wsslibum  and  Israel  Nichols,  Esqvs.  had  37  votes  eacli. 

SETTLEMENT   WITH   THE  TOWM   or  MILFOBD. 

We  the  Sabscribei-s,  heing  Committees  cliosen  by  the  Towns  of  MenJon 
and  Milford  to  settle  sundry  afEaira  between  said  Towns  have  attended  that 
service  and  have  divided  the  Poor  Peopel,  which  were  supported  by  the 
town  of  Mendon  before  the  Town  of  Milford  was  incorporated  into  a  town, 
to  each  of  said  Towns  their  proportionable  part  of  said  Poor.  Also  we  have 
divided  that  part  of  the  Country  Road  and  the  Eight  Rod  Road  {so  called) 
which  is  between  the  s^d  town  of  Mendon  and  Milford  to  each  town  their 
equal  half,  to  mend  and  keep  in  repair  forever  and  have  commitlfid  a  writ- 
ten division  of  said  Poor  (not  now  found)  andsaidRoads  with  Town  Clerks 
of  each  town,  to  be  recorded,  they  being  signed  by  the  Chairman  of  each  of 
the  abovesaid  Committees, 

We  the  Committee  of  Mendon  have  delivered  SMd  Committee  of  Milford 
their  part  of  the  Arms  and  Ammunition  belonging  to  said  town  of  Mendon 
before  said  Milford  was  set  off  and  have  taken  their  receipt  therefor 

We  have  also  found  that  the  Town  of  Mendon  owes  the  Town  of  Milford 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  old  emission  and  also  said  Town  of  Mil- 
ford's  pvopoitionable  part  of  two  State  Notes,  one  dated  Dec.  1,  1779  for 
£1169.09,  two  years'  interest  paid,  the  other,  dated  April  1, 1778  for  £1334.04, 
one  year's  interest  paid,  tliey  the  sdd  Town  of  Milford  paying  or  discharg- 
ing the  said  Town  of  Mendon  from  the  several  debts  which  said  Town  of 
Mendon  owes  to  the  several  persons  hereafter  named,  viz: 

Mr.  Ichabod  Thayer's        Note  dated  Aug.  19, 1776  for- £15  00  00 

Capt.  Ichabod  Thayer's         "        "     Apr.  35,  1779    " 30  00  00 

Elijah  Stoddard's  "        "     May  33,  1777    " 18  00  00 

Ezekiel  Bates'  "         "        "37,1778     " 50  00  00 

Boyce  Kimball's  "        "       "      81,1777    " 30  00  00 

Saul  Eamsdell's  "        "     Apr.  33,  1777    ■' 18  00  00 

Capt.  Gershom  Nelson's        "        "     Mar,  IS,  1777    " 30  00  OO 

Ebenezer  Read's  "        "     Aug.    1,  1778    " 30  00  00 

ObadiaU  Wood's  "        "     May         1777    " 30  00  00 

We  say  that  in  case  said  Town  of  Milford  discharged  the  abovesaid  debts, 
then  tlie  Town  of  Mendon  owes  the  Town  of  Milford  Two  Thousand  Pounds, 
Old  Emission,  to  be  on  interest  until  paid,  and  also  their  proportionable  part 
of  the  abovesaid  State  Notes, 

And  in  case  there  should  any  more  debts  appear  against  said  Town  of 
Mendon  that  were  due  before  said  Town  of  Milford  was  incorporated  into 
a  Town  then  said  Milford  is  still  held  to  pay  their  proportionable  part  save 
that  there  is  in  the  Treasury  of  said  Town  of  Mendon  six  hundred  pounds 
to  be  adjusted. 

And  also  we  have  delivered  to  the  said  Town  of  Milford  their  proportion- 
able part  of  the  Ministry  Money  and  School  Money  which  formerly  belonged 
to  the  said  Town  of  Mendon  iDcforc  Milford  was  set  off  as  a  town. 
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The  Town  of  Meudou  is  to  pay  aud  diBcharge  the  following  debts  that 
were  ci>ntract«d  before  the  Town  bf  Milford  was  incorporated  viz: 

To  Col.  Andrew  Peters,  the  sum  of £150  00  00 

Edward  Rawsou  Esq.  "        .'..  168  13  07 

Josiah  Nelson  3  Notes,       •'. 140  00  00 

Widow  Rawson  '■        3S  00  00 

LeviAIbee  "        36  00  00 

Capt.  Samuel  Green,  "  15  00  00 

Samuel  TwisB  " 34  00  00 

Henry  Penniman  "        , ,  13  00 

Relative  to  the  Town  of  Mendon  owing  the  Town  of  Milford  |3000,  as 
also  said  Town  of  Mendon  and  swd  Town  of  Milford  discharging  the  abo re- 
Baid  is  submitted  to  said  Towns. 

Peter  Pbmbimam,      "i 
John  Albbb,  Committee  of 

Samuel  Wabreh,       I       Mendon 
Jonathan  Jones,        J  and 

ICHABOD  Thaybb  Je.  Milford. 

Saml,  Jones,  J 

Mendon  36th.  March  1781 . 

Milford  March  19,  1781.  Then  we  the  Subscribers  in  behalf  of  the  Town 
of  Milford  Rec'd  of  the  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Meudon  the  whole  of 
sd.  Town  of  Milford's  part  of  the  Ministry  Bonds  and  School  Bonds  which 
Belonged  to  the  Town  of  Mendon  before  sd  town  of  Milford  was  incorpo- 
rated into  a  town. 

Saml.  Wasken,  "1 

S™~T°™  J,,   [  <=-"'''=■  "  «"'•«<'■ 
Saml.  Jones.  | 

May  30.  Voted  to  accept  the  report  ol  the  committee  for 
settling  affaire  with  Milford,  provided  that  the  town  of  Milford 
receive  the  £3000,  old  emission. 

Voted  that  the  Treasiu'er  go  and  make  immediate  payment  of 
the  aforesaid  £3000. 

Maj.  Thompson,  Oapt.  Penniman  and  Dan.  Aldi'ich  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  seai'ch  into  the  state  of  the  town  respect- 
ing their  debts. 

At  an  adjournment  of  this  meeting  it  was  voted  not  to 
inetrnct  the  Constable  to  proceed  in  collecting  "  tlie  old  paper 
money." 

At  this  time  the  Continental  money  became  worthless,  as  the 
last  qttotation  was  7500  for  one  hundred  dollars  in  silver. 

May  14.  Capt.  Benjamin  Read  was  chosen  KepresentatiTe  to 
the  General  Court. 

51 
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The  warrant  for  this  meeting  (which  was  held- at  Ohestnnt 
Kill,)  was  to  see  if  the  town  would  elect  one  good  and  lawfiil 
man  to  represent  the  town  in  the  General  Court,  "agreeable  to 
ilie  Directions  given  in  the  Constitiition. "  This  waiTant  was 
dated  in  the  fifth  yeai'  of  American  Independence. 

April  2.  Voted  to  raise  £370,  silver  money,  and  that  the 
assessors  immediately  agsess  the  same,  to  be  paid  into  the  Treas- 
nry  to  discharge  the  first  third  of  the  money  borrowed  to  pay 
tlie  soldiers  who  enlisted  for  three  years;  £500  for  the  second 
,  third,  to  be  assessed  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Januaiy,  1.783, 
and  the  remaining  third  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January, 
l?8i.  . 

Jnly  2.  Chose  Col  Samuel  Oraggin,  Lt,  Increase  Thayer, 
Jr.,  and  Lt.  John  Benson  a  committee  to  procure  the  town's 
quota  of  beef  for  the  army.  The  quota  for  Mendon  is  set  down 
in  Archives  of  the  Wai-,  at  the  State  House,  at  6782  pounds, 
and  Milford  at  4375  poiinda. 

Chose  Capt.  Philip  Amidown,  Mr.  Nalium  Taft  and  Lt.  Seth 
Chapin  a  committee  to  hire  soldiers,  when  called  for,  the  pres- 
ent year. 

AN   INFLATED   CURKBNCY, 

Voted  that  the  Constables  proceed  forthwith  to  collect  the  remainder 
part  of  the  Town's  paper  money  rales  (old  emission)  and  to  collect  them  in 
the  new  money  (new  emission),  and  to  make  distress  on  all  that  neglect 
payment,  and  to  sell  it  (the  property  levied  upon)  for  new  money  onlj , 
and  that  the  Conatablea  be  indemnified  in  that  proceedure,  and  tliat  the 
Town  Ksque  all  the  cost  and  charge  that  may  be  brought  upon  the  Con 
stahlea  in  consequence  of  said  vote,  and  that  the  Town  will  clear  the 
Constables  from  any  costs  that  may  come  upon  that  account 

July  33.  Voted  to  allow  5s.  per  busliel  for  Indian  Corn  and  0&  per 
bushel  for  Rye,  on  Grain  notes.  ^ 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  help  John  Haywai'd  to  some  coin  or  money 
directly. 

Voted  to  raise  £474  silver  money  to  pay  the  men  now  gone  foi  thice 
months,  and  the  Town's  quota  of  Beef  for  six  months,  with  three  yoke  of 
Oxen  on  hand,  not  paid  for. 

Aug.  29.  At  a  town  meeting  held  this  day,  Dan  Aldrich 
being  chosen  Moderator,  then  Capt.  Amidown,  Lt.  William 
Thayer,  Lt.  Increase  Thayer  and  Henry  Penniman,  of  Mendon 
and  freeholders,  came  befoi-e  the   meeting  and  scrupled  the 
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fidelity  of  Dan  Aldi'ich  and  Lt.  ReubBn  Thayer,  to  whom  the 
oath  of  allegiance  was  tendered,  and  said  Aldrich  pnt  it  ofE  lor 
further  consideration,  but  said  Thayer  took  the  oath. 

Then  Lt.  Eeuben  Thayer,  Jesse  Tonrtelotte,  William  Dai'Iing, 
Peletiah  and  Gideon  Thayer,  of  Mendou,  freeholders,  ques- 
tioned the  fidelity  of  Capt.  Tyler,  Capt.  Amidown  and  Oapt. 
Benj.  Bead,  and  they  took  the  oath;  and  Dan  Aldrioh  being 
disqualified,  Turner  Elis  was  chosen  Moderator  and  took  the 
oath,  and  then  the  town  went  on  business. 

Sept.  10.  Voted  to  raise  £6'Z0,  silver  money,  to  dischai'ge  old 
debts  the  town  owed,  £40  for  the  support  of  the  poor  the  pres- 
ent year  and  £54  for  the  support  of  the  soldiers'  families,  being 
£614  in  the  whole,  all  in  "silver  or  goiild." 

Deo.  17.  Voted  to  raise  £30  in  addition  to  the  sum  already 
raised  to  procure  the  three  yeai-s'  men  not  yet  hired. 

Voted  not  to  raise  any  money  for  schools  this  year. 

At  this  time  it  was  found  that  there  was  due,  for  taxes  uncol- 
lected from  the  Constables  of  1777,  1778,  1779  and  1780  the 
sum  of  £1039.09.03,  whereupon  the  town  voted  that  the  Town 
Treasurer  order  all  the  dehnquent  Constables  to  pay  in  their 
respective  balances  immediately. 

Voted  that  the  committee  for  settling  affaira  with  Milford 
make  a  final  settlement  with  them  of  the  £2000,  old  emission, 
due  said  Milford. 

Mkbdob  19th.  of  Dec.  1781. 

Then  the  Committees  of  Mendon  and  Milford  tliat  were  to  adjust  and 
settle  all  Accounts  between  said  Towna  met  and  settled  and  paid  swd  Mil- 
ford £3000  that  Mendon  owed  Milford  in  the  former  Report,  and  adjusted 
the  several  debts  as  follows,  viz; — For  the  Town  of  Milford  to  pay 
Joba  Battles  two  notes,  dated  Aug.  3,  1778,  each  for £33  00  00 

The  Town  of  Mendon  to  pay  the  following  debts,  viz: — 

Lydia  Taft,  two  notes  dated  Mar.  13.  1777,  each  for £18  00  00 

Caleb  Boynton  jr. 'a  nole  "     May  18.  1778.         "       ■. . .    50  00  00 

Jona.  Boyce's  "      "  .       ■    26.1778,         '"      SI  10  00 

LabaD  Fairbanks'       "      "        •'    30.1777,         "      18  00  00 

.ToiiN  Tyi.ek,  "j 

John  Ai.bee,  Committpes 

Pktbr  Pekniman,  - 

Samuel  Johes,        f 

Samuel  Warken, 

jobathab  j  ones. 


Mendou  &  Milford. 
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MiiPORD  Feb.  23.  1782. 
The  Oommittees  of  Mendon  and  Milford  met  and  adjusted  the  several 
debts  following  viz: — The  Town  of  Milford  to  pay 

Jeduthaa  Eawson's  Note  dated  May  30.  1777  for £30  00  00 

The  Town  of  Mendon  to  pay 

Lt.  Solomon  White's  Note,  dated  May  30.  1777  for £30  00  00 

Benj.  Blake's  "         "      Aug.  5.  1776  for 11  00  00 

Three  pounds  being  endorsed  thereon. 

And  the  Town  of  Mendon  to  pay  the  Town  of  Milford  £2.11.00,  by 
reason  that  the  abovesaid  Note  to  Jeduthan  Rawson  is  more  than  their  part 
to  pay.  And  the  abovesaid  £2.11.00  to  be  paid  when  the  Town  of  Milford 
shall  call  for  it. 

John  Tylek,  1 

John  Albbe,  >  Com.  for  Mendon. 

Pbtbb  Pennimait,         ) 

Samuel  Wabken,         i 

ICHABOD  Thayer,  Jr.,  1-Com.  for  Milford. 

Samuel  Jones.  ) 

mendon  s0ldieb8  tk  the  war  of  1781. 
Thi-ee  mouths  men  at  West  Point. 
Serg.  Nathl.  Torrey,  Daniel  Holbrooh, 

Stephen  Nelson,  Ichabod  Benson, 

Marble  Taft,  Peter  Holbrook, 

Isaac  Bates,  Jona.  Taft, 

Benj.  Hayward,  Saul  Ramsdell, 

SIxtli  Mass.  Regiment  1781. 
Capt.  John  Holden,  Samuel  Ramsdell, 

John  Clark.  Calvin  Smitii, 

Jared  Smith,  Serg,  Samuel . 

N.  B.  Joseph  Wood  died  in  the  service. 

The  call  for  Massaclinaetts  of  June  30,  wits  for  3700  men  for 
three  months,  and  the  ijuota  for  Mendon  and  Milford  was  SI. 

REVOLUTIONARY   MEMOKANDA. 

Rev.  and  Mis.,  Vol.  141,  p.  393. 
Mendon  Return  for  Cloathing  for  1781,  viz: — 

March  8,  33  Shirte         @  lOs £11  10  00 

37  prs.  Shoes   "   lOs 14  10  OU 

27  prs.  Hose     "     68 8  03  00 

5  Days 3  03  00 

30  Miles  travel 

£,'iG  04  00 
Receipted  for  by    James  Lovett. 
Rev.  &  Mis.  vol.  141,  p.  12,  {Mass.  Archives.) 
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Apr.  11, 1781.  Allowed  John  Passmore  of  Mendon  forsundry  Oloathing 
lost  in  a  nec«essary  Retreat  from  New  York  Sept.  15,  1776  as  pr.  account 
rendered  and  sworn  to  amounting  to  £13,16  hai'd  money  equal  to  £35.17.00 

April  13,  1781.  Allowed  Cyrenina  Rawson,  on  his  receipt  as  a 
six  moaths  soldier  for  the  use  of  his  blanket  in  the  New  Cur- 
rency   £0  07  06 

Apr.  16,  1781.  Allowed  Caleb  Legg,  of  Mendon,  on  his  receipt 
as  a  ^x  months  soldier,  for  the  use  of  his  blanket,  ia  the  new 
currency 0  07  06 

Apr.  27,  1781.  Allowed  Samuel  Tuelcer,  of  Mendon,  on  his  cer- 
tificate of  Bounty  and  use  of  gun  and  blanket  the  sum  of  sev- 
enty pound  in  the  Old  Emission,  eijual  in  the  New  to. . .  1  l.'j  00 

May  10,  1781.  Allowed  Seatli  Johnson,  of  Mendon,  on  his  cer- 
trflcate,  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds  in  the  old  emission,  equal  in 
UieNew,to 7  10  00 

Aug.  17,  1781.  Allowed  William  Foster,  of  Meudon,  for  the  use 
of  blanket,  he  being  a  soldier  in  the  service  to  Reinforce  tlie 
Continental  Army  for  Nine  Months  in  1779,  Sixty  pounds  old 
emission,  equal  in  the  New  to 1  10  00 

Allowed  the  Selectmen  of  Mendon  on  their  Acct.  for  Mileage  paid 
18  men  to  Springfield,  distance  70  miles  at  6s.  pr  mile  in  the 
Old  Currency,  equal  in  amount  in  the  New  Currency  to 6  16  00 

Also  for  33  men  to  Olaverick  (N.  Y.)  distance  170  miles,  at  6s.  per 
mile  in  the  Old  Currency,  equal,  in  the  New,  l« , 38  01  00 

making  in  the  whole  £34  17  06, 

VALUATION   Of   MENDON   IN    1781. 

396  Polls. 

165  Houses  @45s  £375  05  00 

186  Bams  "  18s ■ 123  OS  00 

75Stores,&c.  "    6s 33  10  00 

8  Distill  Houses,  Mills  &c.    "12b...,. 38  00  00 

891  Acres  &  parts  of  an  Acre.  English  Mowing,  @  I2s 584  13  00 

643  Barrels  of  Cider  ■'    2s,  6d. . . .     80  07  06 

900  Acres  of  TiDidge  Land  "    8s 360  00  00 

1104  do.       ■'  SaU  &  Fresh  meadow,  "    6s 331  04  00 

4000  do.      "Pasturing  ■■    Ss. 600  00  00 

8857  do.      "  Wood&  unimpi-oved  Land,  "30s  365  15  00 

£1000  Money  on  interest  &  on  hand  £1000  00  00 

£350   Amt,  Ooods,  Wares  &  Merchandize  350  00  00 

137  Horses,  @   £6 763  00  00 

179  Oxen,  "      7 1353  00  00 

688  Cows,  "       4 3753  00  00 

764  Blieep  &  Gloats,         "  6s 239  04  00 

130  Swine;  13s 78  00  00 

£100  Coaches,  Cliaisos  &c 100  00  00 

Income, 
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4  Ounces  of  Gold,  coined  ov  not  coined 30  06  08 

300  do.     "  Silver  coined  or  not  coined 100  00  00  392  16  iO 

£3108  18  04 
Maes.  Archives  vol.  178  p.  390. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  Hon'*''  Conncil  for  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts. 
We,  the  Subscribers  beg  leave  to  exhibit  our  Accompt  for  supporting 

James  Thompson  a  Native  of  who  is  a  State  Charge. 

Paid  for  Boarding  James  Thompson  from  the  twentieth  day 

of  March  last  to  the  twenty  sixth  of  Sept.,  36  weeks £8  02  00  silver. 

More  to  two  Shurts 08  08      " 

To  Mending  Shews  &  Shurts 1  04  00      " 

To  one  pare  of  Shews 13  00      " 

110  04  08 
Mendon  Sept.  y  36,  1781. 

James  Lovbtt,       "1 
Reuben  Thayem,    I   Selectmen 
Tdknee  Elus,       I  of  Mendon. 
NAiruM  Taft.        J 
"Worcester  ss.  Sept,  26,  1781". 

PersonaUy  appeared  the  above  named  James  Lovett,  Reuben  Tjiayei', 
Turner  Ellis  &  Nahum  Taft,  Selectmen  of  Mendon,  and  made  solej^n  oath 
that  the  above  Account,  by  them  exhibited,  is  a  Just  and  True  Account,  in 
all  its  parts,  According  to  tlie  best  of  tlieir  knowledge. 
Sworn  before  me, 

Edwakd  Rawson,  Justice  of  tlie  Peace. 
In  Council  Peb.  7,  1783,  Read  and  advised  that  a  Warrant  be  drawn  on 
the  Treasurer  for  £10.04,08  in  full  for  the  above  Acct. 

John  Avbry,  Secy. 
Capt.  Benj.  Read. 


1782.  March  1.  Chose  for  Selectmen,  Capt.  Jolin  Tyler, 
Capt.  Levi  Aldrich,  Wm.  French,  Lt.  John  Benson  and  Benja- 
min Smith;  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Capt.  Philip  Ami  down, 
Jr. ;  Constables,  Lt.  William  Thayer  and  Daniel  Taft.  The  Se- 
lectmen to  be  the  Committee  of  Correspondence. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen,  for  the  future,  shall  make  a  fair 
record  of  all  the  orders  they  shall  draw  on  the  Town  Treasurer, 
setting  forth  who  tliey  are  to,  what  they  are  for  and  when  given; 
and  that  they  transmit  to  the  Town  Treasurer  once  every  three 
months  a  list  of  all  the  orders  they  have  given  out,  setting  forth 
who  they  are  to,  the  date  and  the  sum  of  each  order. 
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April  1.  Voted  fcbiit  the  knvn  would  not  net  siiiytliiiig  for  tak- 
ing off  the  Excise  (tax)  ou  spirituous  liquors. 

Voted  that  the  annual  Maroh  meetings,  for  the  future,  be  ]ield 
at  the  First  Precinct  Meeting  Honse,  and  that  one  third  of  all 
other  meetings  be  held  at  the  Second  Precinct  Meeting  House, 
adjournments  excepted. 

Voted  to  pass  over  the  6th  ai-tiele  in  the  waiTant,  which  was, 
"To  see  if  the  Town  will  bring  in  their  votes,  for  any  person  in 
town,  for  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  order  the  Selectmen  to  rec- 
ommend the  same  to  the  Governor  »nd  Council  for  a  Commis- 
sion." 

Also  voted  to  pass  over  the  8th  and  9th  articles.  The  8th  was 
to  see  if  the  town  would  choose  a  Committee  to  audit  accounts 
before  they  were  laid  before  the  town;  and  the  9th  was  tg  see  if 
the  town  would  allow  the  Constable  to  receive  orders  on  the 
Treasurer,  in  payment  of  rates. 

Voted  that  the  committee  to  settle  accounts  between  Mendon 
and  Milford  shall  have  3s,  i>er  day  for  their  services  while  on 
that  busiuess,  viz: — 

Capt,  Peter  Penniman,  iS  days  at  3a.  per  dsiy  is £1  06  00 

Oapt.  Joliu  Tyler,  11     "         "         "         "     1  03  00 

Capt.  Jolm  Albee,  11 '        -     103  00 

Bna.  Pelatiali  Dai-ling,    4 00  08  00 

Capt.  Levi  Aldrloh,  5     "         ■'         "         "     00  10  00 

M  08  00 
Voted  that  Tneut.  James  Lovett,  Ens.  Pelatiali  Diwliiig  and 
Edward  Rawson  shall  have  3s.  per  day  for  their  services  as  a 
committee  chosen  by  the'  town  to  collect  some  objections  against 
the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Lt.  James  Lovett  3  days  at  3s.  per  day  is £0  04  00 

Ens.  Pelatiah  Darling       "  "         "  0  04  00 

Edward  Rawson  "  "        "  0  04  00 

May  39.  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  1781  have  two  silver  dol- 
lars each  for  their  services. 

Voted  to  forego  Michael  Callum's  rates  in  Mr.  Levi  Eawson's 
rate  bills  for  1780,  which  is  10  shillings  silver  money,  and  99 
pounds  8  shillings  iu  paper  money,  old  tenor. 

March '35.    Voted  that  Capt.  Peter  Pennimau,  Capt.  Philip 
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Amidown,  Oapt.  Levi  Aldrieh  be  a  committee  to  hire  the  five 
men  for  the  Continental  Army,  pursiiant  to  a  resolve  of  the 
General  Coiirt,  passed  March  8,  1783, 

Capt.  Peter  Peimiman,  Capt.  John .  Tyler  and  Lieut.  John 
Bejiaon  were  chosen  a  committee  to  make  inquiry  why  there  is 
so  mnch  old  Continental  money  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  George 
Aldrieh,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  last  year's  Selectmen, 

Voted  to  choose  one  Delegate  to  Join  in  Convention  at '  Wor- 
cester on  the  second  Tuesday  in  April  next,  pursuant  to  a  Oir- 
cnlar  Letter  from  the  town  of  Hardwiek,  and  Capt.  Peter 
Penniman  was  chosen  Delegate. 

This  Convention  met  April  9th,  and  was  organized  by  the 
choice  of  Caleb  Curtice  as  Moderator  and  Timothy  Whiting  as 
Clerk., 

The  Convention  complained  that  they  were  not  satisfied  with 
the  manner  tlie  nutii&rous  sums  of  public  money  which  have 
been  assessed  upon  the  people  have  been  disposed  of.  Among 
the  remedies  they  proposed,  they  urgently  recommended  that  an 
immediate  settlement  should  be  made  with  the  State  Treasurer 
and  aU  other  disbursing  officers,  and  immediate  measures  adopt- 
ed to  recover  all  monies  found  in  the  hands  of  delinquents. 
They  recommended  to  the  several  towns  in  the  county  to 
instruct  their  Representatives  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  notice 
of  the  General  Court,  and  should  no  effectual  methods  be  taken 
to  accomplish  the  above  purposes,  the  Eepresentatives  were  to  be 
instrncted  to  withdi'aw  fi'om  their  attendance  on  the  Court. 

The  Convention  resolved  that  those  in  the  public  service 
should  not  receive  extravagant  compensation,  and  that  the  fees 
of  the  gentlemen  lawyers  should  he  reduced;  that  the  Court  of 
Probate  should  be  held  in  four  different  places  in  the  county; 
that  justices  may  be  empowered  to'detennine  all  actions  of 
twenty  pounds  and  under;  that  the  people  could  enpply  beef 
and  other  ai'ticles  for  the  support  of  the  army  easier  than  to  be 
assessed  in  money;  that  the  State  should  urge  a  settlement  with 
Congi'oss,  and  that  in  future  we  should  not  be  called  on  for 
more  tlian  our  just  proportion  for  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Voted  that  Mr.  Isaiah  Thomas,  printer  of  the  Massachusetts 
Spy,  be  requested  to  publish  them  in  Ms  next  paper.  . 
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After  choosing  Peter  Wlieeloek,  Lieut.  Jos.  Johnson  and  John 
Brooks  to  give  the  Delegate  instructions,  it  was  then  voted  that 
the  Delegate's  atteiidauce  at  the  Convention  should  be  free  of 
charge  to  the  town. 


STATE    ELECT  [ON. 

Ajn-il  I,  1783.  After  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the 
Selectmen,  "  they  repeatedly  called  for  votes  for  Governor,  Lfc. 
Governor  and  Senators  &  Councillors,  but  no  votes  were  brought 
in  when  called  for." 

May  13.  The  first  business  of  this  meeting  was  for  the  choice 
of  a  Representative  to  the  General  Court,  but  as  no  votes  were 
brought  in  when  repeatedly  called  for,  the  meeting  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  other  articles  in  the  Wan'ant. 

After  excusing  tlapt.  Peter  Ponniman  from  attending  the 
Convention  at  Worcester,  and  choosing  Lt,  Joseph  Johnson  in 
his  stead,  a  committee  consisting  of  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq.,  Lieut. 
Joseph  Johnson,  Capt.  Peter  Peuniman,  Dan  Aldrich  and  Capt, 
Benjamin  Read,  were  chosen  to  render  reasons  why  the  town 
did  not  choose  a  Representative  the  present  yeai-.  What  the 
reasons  were  neithei'.the  record  or  tradition  furnish  any  intimar 
tion.  Neither  do  we  learn  fi'om  any  source  why,  at  the  State 
election,  in  April,  no  votes  were  given  in  for  Governor,  Lieut. 
Governor,  Senators  and  Councillors. 

Voted  that  Philip  Amidown,  Jr.,  Town  Ti-easurer,  with  the 
advice  of  the  Selectmen,  issue  executions  against  the  delinquent 
Constables,  and  also  call  in  all  other  debts  due  the  town  as 
conveniently  may  be. 

Nov.  18.  Voted  to  act  upon  a  Circular  Letter  from  the  town 
of  Boston. 

Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  three  men  to  assist  the  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence,  Inspection  and  Safety  in  detecting  all 
illicit  trade  with  our  present  enemy. 

The  committee  chosen  were  Philip  Amidown,  Capt.  Benjamin 
Read  and  Capt.  John  Albee. 

Voted  that  we  will  exert  ourselves  individually  to  detect  and 
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bring  to  due  pimisliment  all  persons  who  tntde  or  import  goods 
or  any  maniifiictureB  fi'om  any  post  lield  by  the  British,  onr 
enemies. 

It  is  not  known  "that  Mendon  furnished  any  men  for  tiie  Con- 
tinental Anny  in  1783,  other  than  those  who  had  enlisted  for 
service  during  the  war,  and  whose  names  are  as  follows,  viz: — 

Gustavus  Aldricli,  John  Clsrlt,  Benj.  Hayward, 

Jonaltan  Boyce,  AacoQ  Davis,  Nathan  Jackson, 

Silas  BrowD,  Paul  Davis,  Jolin  Martindale, 

Henry  Nelson,  Saul  BamsdcU,  Jon'th'nWliitney  (killed), 

Amartali  Partridge,  Jonathan  Taft,  Solomon  Whitney, 

Joseph  Passmore,  Joel  Thayer,  19. 

Jedutlian  Bawson,  Samuel  Thayer, 

It  will  be  remembered  that  some  of  the  Eosiers  ai'e  supposed 
to  be  lost,  and  thus  it  is  not  absolutely  certain  that  the  names 
of  all  the  men  who  served  in  the  different  quotas  for  Mendon 
have  been  preserved. 

The  war  being  virtually  ended  in  17W  may  aocoiint  for  the 
fact  that  Meudon  was  called  uj>on  for  only  five  men.  It  is  sup- 
posed they  were  furnished,  although  a  second  committee  of  five 
men  was  chosen  to  fill  the  quota,  the  five  first  chosen  having 
failed  to  do  so. 

So  far  06  may  be  leaimed  fi'om  the  Archives  at  the  State 
House,  the  following  are  the  names  of  those  who  died  in  the 


Amariah  Albee,.  John  Hayward,  Elijali  Stoddard, 

Josepli  Chapin,  Ezra  Mai'siiiill.  Joiiath'n  Whitney,(killed) 

Joseph  Wood,  died  July  31,  17—  in  Capt.  Batcheller's  Co.  7. 

The  old  emission  of  Continental  money  having  become  worth- 
less in  March,  1781,  a  new  emission  was  made,  which  however, 
almost  immediately  fell  below  par.  For  a  better  understanding 
of  the  state  of  the  currency  at  this  time,  the  following  table  is 
introdirced.  It  may  be  found  in  the  Massachusetts  Archives, 
Kev.  and  Mis,,  Vol.  141,  upon  the  last  page. 
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k    TABLE  TO    REDUCE  THE    NEW    MONEY    INTO   SPECIE,   1782. 


100  £i 

£  53  06  03 

18£is 

s  a  12  00 

300  " 

106  13  04 

in 

10  03  OS 

300  " 

IGO  00  00 

30 

10  18  04 

400  " 

313  06  08 

500  '■ 

366  13  04 

10  s  1« 

s  5  040 

600  " 

330  00  00 

0 

4  oq  i 

TOO  " 

S73  06  08 

8 

4  03  0 

800  " 

436  13  04 

7 

09  0 

000  " 

480  00  00 

6 

A  03  ^ 

1000  ■' 

533  06  08 

3  08  0 

3  01  \ 

10£is 

£  5  06  08 

1  07  0 

11  ■' 

5  17  04 

1  01  0 

13  ■' 

6  08  00 

06  + 

18  " 
14  " 

6  18  08 

7  09  04 

16  '■ 

8  00  00 

10  " 

8  10  08 

17  ■' 

9  01  04 

1783.  Oliose  for  Selectmeii,  Capt.  John  Tyler,  Capt.  Benj. 
Read,  Benjamin  Smith,  Lt.  John  BeiiBon  and  Josepli  Bates,  ■ 
also  to  serve  as  Overseers  of  the  Poor;  Philip  Amidown,  Town 
Clerk  and  Treasurer;  Moses  Smitli  and  David  Daniels,  Con- 
stables. 

Voted  to  forego  part  of  Nathaniel  Ingrahum's  rates  for  1780, 
£66.00.00. 

Voted  to  scale  Nathan  and  Nehemiah  Beala'  rates  iificordiiig 
to  the  scale  for  the  montli  of  September,  1780;  that  is,  £100 
silver  worth  £7100  currency,  old  omission. 

Liist  Monday  in  March,  by  adjoui-umcnt.  - 

Voted  to  allow  each  of  the  Selectmen  and  Assessors  ^3.00  for 
tlieir  services  in  1782. 

STATE  ELECTION. 

April  3.    For  Goveruor,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq.,  ha'l 34  votes. 

"  "  Jiunes  Bowdoin,  Esq.,  lind 3 

"         Wm.  Hentli,  Esti.,  liftd 1 

Foi-  Lieut.  Glovernor,  Natlianiel  Gorliaui,  Esq.,  liacl.34 

"        "  "  Tlios.  Cualiing,  Esq.,  had 1 

For  Senators,  Artemas  Ward,  Esq.,  had 30 

Mosea  Gill,  Esq.,  liad 30 

Snmuel  BalteT,  Esq.,  Lad 30 

Jonatli".  Warner,  Esq.,  had 30 

Nathan  Tyler,  Esq.,  haii 30 
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It  may  not  be  lininteroeting  to  state,  in  this  place,  that  no 
peraon  could  be  elected  to  the  offices  of  Governor  and  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  unless  they  had  been  inhabitants  of  the  State  for 
seven  years  preceding,  and  unless,  at  the  same  time,  they  were 
seized,  in  their  own  right,  of  a  fi'eehold  within  the  Common- 
wealth of  the  value  of  one  thousand  pounds,  and  unless  they 
declare  themselves  to  be  of  the  Christian  rehgion. 

Senators  were  to  be  seized  in  thoir  own  right  of  a  freehold 
within  the  Commonwealth  of  three  hundred  pounds  at  least,  or 
possessed  of  personal  estate  to  the  value  of  six  hundred  ponnds 
at  least,  or  of  both  to  the  amount  of  the  same  sum,  and  to  have 
been  an  inhabitant  of  the  Commonwelth  for  five  years  preceding 
their  election,  and  at  the  time  of  their  election  an  inhabitant  of 
the  district  for  which  they  shall  be  chosen. 
.  Representatives  were  to  be  inhabitants  at  least  one  year  pre- 
ceding their  election,  be  seized  in  their  own  right  of  a  freehold 
of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds  within  the  t«wn  they  should 
be  chosen  to  represent,  or  any  ratable  estate  to  the  value  of  two 
hundred  pounds;  and  they  shall  ceas 
mediately  on  ceasing  to  be  qualified  a 

To  be  qualified  as  voters,  every  person  must  be  twenty-one 
yeai"s  of  age,a  resident  of  the  town  where  he  claims  the  right  to 
vote  for  one  yeai-  preceding,  have  a  fi-eehold  estate  within  the 
same  town  of  an  annual  income  of  three  pounds,  or  any  estate 
of  the  value  of  sixty  pounds. 

The  qualification  of  voters  will,  in  a  measure,  account  for  the 
thin  vote  at  the  election  of  State  officers,  as  above. 

May  14.  Dan  Aldrich,  Nathan  Veiy,  Levi  Aldrich,  Capt. 
John  Albee,  Philip  Aniidown  and  Lieut.  Benoni  Benson  were 
chosen  a  committee  "  to  look  into  the  circumstances  of  certain 
persons  of  whom,  it  is  said  by  the  Constables,  they  cannot  pay 
their  Rates," 

"Voted  to  allow  Samuel  Fairbiuiks  for  a  counterfeit  thirty  six  sLilling 
bill  StMi-d  in  Band  Morwy" 

Why  called  eword  in  hand  money  will  be  seen  by  an  inspection 
of  the  plate  on  next  page.  It  was  first  issued  in  1775.  An 
emission  in  1776  differed  from  the  first  only  that  the  word 
Independence  was  substituted  for  the  word  Magna  Charta.  I 
am  indebted  to  Mr.  Bai-tou,  Assistant  Librarian  of  the  Ameri- 
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can  Antiqiiai-ian  Society,  for  the  loan  of  the  bill  from  which 
this  fae  simile  was  produced.  From  him  I  learn  that  the  ori- 
ginal plate  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Natni-al  History  and 
Antiqiiaiian  Society  of  Montrose,  Scotland. 

May  14.  Chose  Peter  Penniman,  EepreseiitatiTe  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court;  and  Capt.  John  Tyler,  Capt.  Benj.  Head,  Benjamin 
Smith,  Peletiali  Darling  and  Nathan  Verry  were  chosen  a  Com- 
mittee to  give  him  instructions. 

This  meeting  was  adjourned  to  meet  May  36th  inst,  at  the 
house  of  John  Hill,  Innholder,  at  which  place,  without  the 
transaction  of  any  business,  the  meeting  was  dissolved.  John 
Hill's  tayern  stood  upon  or  near  the  site  now  occupied  by  David 
Adams'  honse. 

June  16,  Voted  to  forego  John  G.  White's  Rate  in  Constable, 
Wm.  Thayer's  rate  bOls  for  1782.  This  is  the  first  instance, 
since  the  settlement  of  the  town,  when  any  person  was  recorded 
as  having  more  thau  one  given  name. 

July  7.  Philip  Amidown,  Capt.  John  Tyler  and  Capt.  Benj. 
Bead  were  chosen  a  Committee  "  to  prosecute  and  recover  of 
James  Lovett  and  other  Selectmen  for  1781,  all  the  securities 
which  they  unjustly  withhold  from  the  said  Town  of  Mendon." 

Sept.  1.  At  this  time,  ae  appears  by  the  record,  the  School 
and  Highway  Districts  were  identical,  and  were  seven  in  num- 
ber. A  Committee  of  fourteen  was  chosen  to  new  arrange  them, 
but  no  report  is  found  of  their  doings. 

Sept.  Voted  to  raise  $30  to  build  a  Trussell  under  the  Great 
Bridge,  near  Nahum  Taft's  Mill  (Millville);  and  |I5  to  repair 
the  road  over  Pond  Hills. 

Oct.  6.  Voted  to  raise  £S0O  including  i;i3. 10  already  raised, 
to  defray  town  chai-ges  this  present  year. 

Joseph  Dorr  and  others  having  petitioned  the  General  Court 
to  be  incorporated  as  the  First  Congregational  Society  in  the 
First  Parish  in  Mendon, 

Nov.  10,  The  Town  voted  "  that  the  Town  of  Mendon  have 
no  objection  to  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  being  granted,"  and, 
ou  the  same  day,  the  Pai"isli  also  voted  their  consent. 

Voted  that  the  Town  Clerk  record  all  the  wai-cauts  given  out 
to  wain  persons  out  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  and  also  the  ser- 
vices of  said  waiTaiits. 
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Voted  that  the  ciLfe  of  the  action  commenced  by  James  Lovett, 
against  the  Town  of  Mendon,  be  committed  to  the  caro  of  the 


Mites.  Archives,  Conrt  vol.  45,  p.  16:i. . 

In  the  H.  of  R,  July  17.  1783.  On  the  Petition  of  Joseph  Doit  and  otli- 
ers,  Iiihabitfints  of  tlie  First  Paiiali  io.  Mendon,  praying,  amongst  other 
things  to  be  incorporated  into  a  Society  by  the  name  of  tlie  First  Congrc- 
galjonal  Society  in  Mendon. 

Ordered,  that  the  prayer  of  aaid  Petition  be  so  far  granted  tliat  tlie  Peti- 
tioners be  and  we  hereby  authorized  to  notify  tlie  Inhabitants  of  tlie  Town 
of  Mendon,  by  serving  tlie  Town  Clerk  of  the  siud  Town  and  the  Parish 
Clerk  of  tlie  Ist  Pai'ish  in  said  town  of  Mendon,  to  appear  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  nest  sitting  of  the  Gieneral  Court  (the  said  Notice  to  be 
given  15  days  before  said  Tuesday)  and  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  why 
tlie  prayer  of  said  Petition  should  not  be  granted. 
In  Senate  Read  &  Concurred. 

Laws  of  Mass.  vol.  1,  p.  100. 

March  10,  1784.  Joseph  Dorr,  Peter  Penniman,  John  Tyler,  Henry  Pen- 
niman,  John  Albee,  John  Penniman,  ZebulonGoss,  'WillianiThajer  Jr.,  In- 
crease Thayer,  Calvin  Smitli,  JosiaJi  Adams,  Samuel  Fairbanks,  Stephen 
Tprrey,  Abraham  Staples,  Jacob  Ellie,  Andrew  Pefers,  Hezekiah.  Hayward, 
John  Hayward,  Levi  Rawson,  WUliam  T-orrey,  Joseph  Adams,  John  Hay- 
ward  Jr.,  Phiiip  Amidown,  Otis  Whipple,  Joseph  Adains  Jr.,  Seth  Wkee- 
lock,  John  Crooks,  Josiah  Penniman,  Saul  Bamsdell,  Moses  Smith,  Calvin 
Smith  .Jr.,  Peter  Thayer  Jr.,  Aquilla  Bobbins,  Matthew  Hill,  Alexander 
Thayer,  Stephen  Wood,  Qrindall  Wood,  David  Ellis,  Barlow  Carpenter, 
Thomas  Rawson,  Nathaniel  Torrey,  Stephen  Jolinson,  Seth  Davenport, 
Samuel  Fairbanks  Jr.,  Elijah  Hayward,  George  Staples,  John  Cragg^n,  Seth 
.  Taf t,  Artemas  Taft,  Johii  Torrey,  Benjamin  Staples,  Jacob  Aldrich  Jr.  and 
John  Hill,  togetlier  with,  their. estates  which  they  now  have  or  may  hereaf- 
ter have  and  possess  in  their  own  right  in  the  First  Parigh  in  Mendon  be  and 
ai'e  hereby  incorporated  into  a  Society,  by  the  name  of  the  First  Conobb- 
GATioNA-i.  Society  in  Mendon. 

In  the  act  Peter  Penniman,  John  Tyler  and  Henry  Penniman 
were  made  Trustees  of  the  Fund,  which,  at  the  time  of  the  in- 
coi-poration,  was  £1334. 

The  intei'eat  of  the  Fund,  or  so  much  as  the  Society  may  di- 
rect, to  be  paid  to  "  a  minister  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
lesidenl;  and  officiating  in  the  work  of  the  Ministry  in  said  Town 
forever," 


dbyGOOgIC 


416  ANNALS    OF    MENDON.  [1783. 

The  town  and  the  parish  granted  the.  Meeting  Honse  and 
ground  pi-operly  appertaining  thereto  to  the  Society,  reserving 
the  right  of  all  "  to  meet  in  said  Meeting  House  for  Public  Wor- 
ship and  also  for  Town  Meetings." 

The  Ministry  Money  (so  called,  arising  from  the  sale  of  the 
Ministry  Land)  was  granted  to  the  Society  by  the  Town,  of 
which  however  they  could  only  expend  the  aborning  interest. 

By  the  terms  of  the  act,  if,  at  any  time,  the  annual  income 
of  the  fund  should  be  more  than  enough  to  pay  the  minister 
then  the  overplns  was  to  be  put  at  interest  to  repair  or  bnild 
a  new  Meeting  House;  and  if  the  annual  income  should  he  more 
than  enough  then  the  overphis  shall  he  for  the  support  of  a  school 
for  the  benefit  of  said  Society.  The  3thd.  Wednesday  of  May  to 
be  the  annual  meeting. 

For  some  reasons,  it  seems,  after  a  few  yeai's,  the  corporators 
became  dissatisfied  with  the  transaction  of  business  under  the 
act  of  incorporation,  and  finally,  in  1793  petitioned  for  its  re- 
peal which  was  accomplished  by  An  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  entitled 
An  Act  for  incorporating  a  niiraber  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
First  Parish  in  Mendon,  in  the  County  of  Worcester,  into  a  So- 
ciety by  the  name  of  the  "  First  Congregational  Society  in  Men- 
don,"  passed  March  16,  1784. 

Whereas  the  Act  above  mentioned  "  does  not  produce  those 
salutary  effects  which  were  expected,"  therefore  the  same  is  here- 
by repealed  and  made  null  and  void. 

The  Society  was  held  to  pay  all  its  debts  heretofore  conti'acted, 
and  the  subscribers  to  the  fund  to  pay  the  interest  due  on  their 
obligations  at  the  first  day  of  June,  179:^.   ■ 

Samuel  Fairbanks,  Joseph  Adams  and  Stephen  Johnson,  the 
present  Trustees  of  said  Society,  or  any  two  of  them  were  au- 
thorized to  collect  all  debts  due  from  persons,  not  members  of 
the  Society,  for  the  use  of  the  members;  and  directed  to  return 
to  the  Members  of  the  Society  the  bonds,  notes  or  other  proper- 
ty they  may  have  or  receive  into  their  hands  belonging  to  said  So- 
ciety; and  the  said  Society  shall  account  with  the  First  Parish 
in  Mendon,  or  any  individual  thereof  for  any  monies  or  proper- 
ty which  said  Society  hare  received,  and  which  did  belong  to 
them  before  the  act  of  incorporation. 

This  Act  may  be  found  in  the  Mass.  Special  Laws,  vol.  1,  p. 
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1784.  At  fchia  time,  t]ie  ivai'  huviiig  just  come  to  an  oiid,  jmcl, 
by  the  treaty  of  Piii-is  of  Sept.  3,  178B,  the  Iiidepeutleuce  of  the 
United  States  liaviiig  been  aclcnowledged  by  Great  Britain,  we 
find  the  coTHitiy  deeply  in  debt  and  stifferiug  cinder  the  evils 
of  a  depreciated  pHper  enrreiiey.  The  old  emiasioii  of  Conti- 
nental bill  had  become  worthless  and  the  new  emission  was  fast 
following  ill  the  footsteps  of  its  predecessor.  Relieved  from  the 
pressni-e  of  the  war  and  strnggling  along  under  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  the  General  Government  conld  do  little  or  noth- 
tbiugto  relieve  the  general  distress.  With  sncli  a  state  of  af- 
fairs it  was  not  strange  that  the  prevalence  of  a  general  feeling 
of  discontent  should  soon  manifest  itself;  culminating,  at  last, 
in  l'?86,  in  Massachusetts,  in  the  Shay's  Rebellion. 

The  good  people  of  Mendon  were  not  exempt  from  this  wide  ' 
si)read  -dissatisfaction  with  the  condition  of  pnblic  affairs,  and 
hence, 

Jan.  33.  They  voted  "  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Town 
that  the  pay  of  the  Commutation  (so  called)  will,  if  taxed  on 
the  people,  be  an  iusupi  ort  1  le  bn  den,  together  with  other  bur- 
dens ah'eady  laid  upou  an  1  we  think  (it)  nnconstitntional, 
and  not  supported  by  Goufede    t  o   :  and  it  is  further 

Voted,  tliat  our  Representa  e  um,  lus  utmost  endeavours  tbat  tlie  He- 
solve  of  Congi'ess  of  the  ''3d  of  March  aat,  bo  far  as  it  respects  tlie  Com- 
mutatioD  be  repealed,  and  tlia  he  se  his  utmost  endeavours  to  obtain  an 
Act  of  restriction,  or  a  total  repeal  of  the  impost  Act;  and  also  use  his  en- 
deavours that  no  money  be  granted  into  the  Fund  of  Congress  whei'eby 
the  sdd  Commutation  may  be  paid. 

Not  satisfied  with  the  preceding  Protest  and  Instnictious,  the 
town,  in  May  aftenvavds,  petitioned  the  General  Coni-t  for  a 
redress  of  grievances. 

Mass.  Ar.  Mendon,  p.  ?  1322,  Case  H.  \,. 

COJIMONWBALTH   OF   JIAtjSAUHUSKTTfe. 

To  the  Hon.  tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Hepresentatives  iu  General  Court 

assembled; — 
The  Petition  of  the  Inhahitauts  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  Humbly  Sliewetb ; 

That  notwithstanding  the  good  people  of  this  Commoawealtli  have  [by 
the  baud  of  a  kind  Providence]  been  preserved  Hirough  a  long  &  disti'ess- 
iag  war,  which  is  now  happily  termiuated,  and  the  Blessings  of  Peace 
restored  to  our  boi'ders.     Altliough  pailaking  of  divers  other  Blessings, 
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both  public  &  private,  Yei  tliere  iire  certain  nmttei's  of  griovauces  wliicU 
wc  laboi'  aader  and  loolt  up  to  tliis  Honoraljle  Court  for  a  redress  of  some, 
among  whicli  we  beg  leave  to  mention  the  foUowing  via: 

1.  The  gi'amtitig  an  Impost  to  Congress  for  tlieir  sole  use  and  improve- 
iiient,  and  paying  the  same  into  their  hands,  we  conceive  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional and  dangerous. 

2.  We  conceive  the  lialf  pay  or  commutation  to  the  officers  of  the  Con- 
tinental army,  to  be  a  public  grievance,  and  pray  tliat  the  Honorable  Court 
will  take  evei'y  constitutional  measure  to  prevent  the  payment  of  Hie  same, 

S.  The  burden  of  lai-ge  sums  of  Continental  Currency,  lying  on  the 
hands  of  llie  good  people  of  this  Commonwealth  in  general  &  the  neglect 
of  other  States  to  redeem  their  proportion  of  the  Bame  we  regard  as  a  griev- 
ance and  pray  that  tiiis  Court  wiU  stili  continue  tlieir  exertions  to  have  it 
taken  off  our  hands,  and,  if  further  neglected,  to  stop  a  sufficiency  of 
appropriations  to  Congress  for  the  redemption  of  the  same. 

4.  Tlie  good  people  of  tliis  Commonwciilth  are  greatly  disti'CBsed  for 
want  of  ft  circulating  medium,  by  meansof  which  a  partof  tlie  Community 
become  a  prey  to  the  avarice  aud  extoilion  of  others;  wo  therefore  pray 
that  every  possible  means  may  be  used  to  inwease  the  quantity  of  circula- 
ting medium  to  prevent  the  mischief  that  will  otJierwiae  come. 

In  the  name,  and  by  order  of  the  Inhabitimts  of  the  Town  of  Mendou. 
Philip  Amidowb,  Town  Clerk 

Metidon,  May  34.  1784. 

Mai'cli  1.  Chose  for  Seleotmeii,  0;ipt.  John  Tyler,  Oa]it. 
Benjinniii  Read,  Philip  Amidown,  Lt.  John  Benson  and  Lt. 
Ineresise  Tlijiyer;  Philip  Amidown,  Town  Clerk;  Capt.  Peter 
Pen ni man,  Town  Ti-easurer;  Benjamin  Thayer  and  David 
Daniels,  Constables;  Seth  Ohapin  Jind  John  Darling,  Wardens, 
and  John  Crooks,  Deer  Reave. 

Upon  a  report  of  Peter  Penniman,  Benjamin  Read  and  John 
Albee,  (all  Caijtains,)  «  committee  chosen  for  the  purpose, 

"The  Town  voted  to  raise  £150  for  the  purpose  of  mending  Highways, 
building  and  repairing  Bridges  and  keeping  the  Boads  and  Bridges  in  good 
repair  through  the  present  year;  and  that  tlie  Assessors  of  the  Town  assess 
the  Inhabitants  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  JUay  next  in  the  sum  above- 
said,  and  that  lists  of  said  assessment  be  committed  to  the  respective  Con- 
stables of  tLie  town,  with  a  Warrant  to  collect  the  same,  each  Inhabitant 
having  lilwrty  to  work  out  the  sum  assessed  on  liim  at  the  prices  hereafter 
Bet,  viz.  each  man  to  he  allowed  3s.  per  day  until  the  first  day  of  Sept. 
next  and  8s.  for  a  learn,  and  from  that  time  3sh.  per  day  until  the  first  day 
of  Nov.  next  and  Uie  same  for  a  team,  viz:  a  yoke  of  good  Oxen  and  cart. 
Each  person  so  assessed  and  producing  a  cei'tificate  from  the  Surveyors  of 
the  sum  or  sums  they  may  have  worked  out  as  abovesaid,  shall  diachai'ge 
90  much  of  stud  tas,  and  said  Surveyors  are  directed  to  give  said  certificates 
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as  abovesaid :  and  in  case  said  Inhabitants  slia!l  refuse  or  neglect  to  work 
out  tlieir  rates  as  aforesaid  hy  ike  first  day  of  November  and  tlie  said  cer- 
tificates shall  not  be  produced  and  delivered  to  the  swd  Constables,  then 
the  said  Constables  shall  proceed  to  collect  and  pay  in,  as  their  v^airant 
directs,  all  and  every  part  of  the  assessment  not  worlted  out  as  aforesaid." 

Voted  that  Capt.  John  Tyler  be  a  Delegate  to  attend  the  Con- 
vention at  Worcester  on  the  3d  Tuesday  of  Mai-ch,  inst. 

Capt.  Benjamin  Bead  and  DaJi  Aldrieh  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee to  settle  all  matters  in  dispute  between  James  Lovett  and 
the  town  of  Mendon.  This  dispute  was  about  the  settlement  of 
his  account  as  a  former  Treasurer,  and  Lovett  had  commenced  a 
suit  at  law  against  the  town. 

The  committee,  it  appears,  immediately  entered  upon  the 
daty  assigned  them,  and  soon  brought  the  matter  to  a  final  set- 
tlement, as  the  following  receipt  will  show. — 

Mbudon,  Mai'ch  8.  1784. 
Received  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  two  pounds  four  shillings  and  eight 
pence,  in  full  of  all  demands,  accounts,  debts,  dues  or  services  done  for 
aaXA  town  at  any  times  before  this  dal«,  especially  for  al!  services  done,  as 
a  Selectman,  for  said  Town  in  the  year  1781,  and  cost  bronght  of  any  name 
or  nature  soever  fi'om  the  Beginning  of  the  World  to  Uie  End  tliereof 
Witness  my  hand. 

.Taices  Lovktt. 
Joseph  Sibiev 
Robert  Tapt. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Lovett's  part  of  pay  for  hii'lng  a  three  jears  man  is  not  in- 
cluded in  the  above  receipt. 

Mai'ch  9.  Voted  to  allow  Aniariah  Vose  forty-flve  dollars  as 
Town's  Bounty,  due  him  for  enlisting  into  the  army  in  the  liife 
war. 

Voted  to  allow  Jonathan  Boyce  forty-five  dollars  upon  liis 
giving  up  a  note  he  holds  against  the  town,  given  him  by  the 
Selectmen.  This  was  probably  a  note  given  him  at  the  time  of 
liis  enlistment  in  the  army. 

It  seems  that,  at  this  time,  there  was  some  dispute  about  the 
line  between  Mendon  and  Milford  and  U'i)ton,  as 

Capt.  John  Tyler,  Dea.  Josiali  Adams  and  Stephen  Johnson 
were  chosen  a  committee  to  settle  the  line  at  and  noai-  the  north- 
erly part  of  Mendon  with  Milford  and  Upton;  The  matter  was 
probably  amicably  adjusted,  sis  no  fiirther  mention  is  made  of 
the  subject. 
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Capt,  Peter  Peiinimaiij  Capt.  Joliii  Tyler,  Oapt.  Boiij.  Read 
and  Lt.  Retiben  Thayer  were  chosen  a  committee  to  divide  the 
Bonds  for  the  Ministry  money  between  the  First  Ooiif^regiitioniil 
Society  and  the  South  Precinct  in  said  Mendon. 

STATE   ELECTION. 

April  n.     For  Governor,  John  Hancock  had  18  votes. 
"           James  Bowdoin  had  ■    B 

ForLt.  Gov.      Thoraas  Cusliing  hnd  in     " 

For  Senntoi-s  and  Councillora; 

Moses  Gill  had  18  votes. 

Seth  Waahbum  had  18      ■' 

Jonathan  "Warner  had  18     " 

Caleb  Amidown  had  17    ." 

Samuel  Curtis  had  11      " 
Israel  Nichols  had  6     " 

Samuel  Baker  Imd  3 

Having  disposed  of  the  election  of  State  ofRcci-s  tiic  following 
town  business  W!is  then  transacted: — 

Voted  that  all  the  Notes  and  Oidevs  now  taken  up  by  the  Treaaurer  and 
Selectmen  and  properly  settled  for  be  deposited  in  the  First  Parish  Meeting 
House  in  Mendon,  and  under  lock  and  key. 

Toted  that  no  orders  or  notes  he  settled  witli  tiie  Ti'easuver  hut  such  an 
are  I'ecorded  in  his  book  and  properly  receipted  for. 

May.  11.  Voted  to  allow  Capt.  John  Tyler  eighteen  shillings 
for  his  seiTiee  in  attending  the  Convention  at  Worcester,  and 
tliat  tlie  Selectmen  and  Assessors  should  be  paid  twelve  shillings 
for  their  services  in  1783. 

Voted  to  allow  Capt.  Benj.  Read  eighteen  shillings  for  hunt- 
ing up  a  Beef  Receipt  that  was  lost.  This  receipt  was,  probably, 
one  for  beef  bought  for  the  army  in  1783. 

Capt.  Peter  Penniman  was  chosen  Representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  and  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq.,  Capt.  John  Tyler,  Capt. 
Benjamin  Read,  Dan  Aldrich  and  Peletiah  Darling  were  eliosoTi 
a  committee  to  give  him  instr notions. 

By  the  following  vote  we  learn  that  certain,  suits  at  law  had 
been  brought  against  tlie  town,  but  for  what  reasons  or  by  whom 
the  I'ecord  is  silent: — 


dbyGOOgIC 


1784]  ANNALS  OF  MENDON.  421 

Aiigust  34,  Voted  to  allow  Joseph  Soiithwiek  the  value  of 
*o8,  paper  money,  which  he  took  when  Ooiietable  that  proved 
to  be  counterfeit. 

Voted  to  forego  David  Killey's  rates  in  said  Sonthwick's  bills, 
in  paper  £3.05.00,  or  in  silver  £0.06.09. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  wait  on  Mr.  Abraham  Kedwood* 
and  desire  him  to  pay  the  money  or  work  out  his  highway  rate 
on  the  Pond  Hills,  (so  called)  and  that  Ensign  8eth  Taft  take 
charge  of  the  workmen  while  employed. 

Voted  to  raise  £200  to  discharge  town  debts  and  support  tlie 
l)oor  of  the  town  the  present  year. 

Sept.  13.  Voted  that  Daniel  Kalhara  (Galium)  may  give  his 
note  of  hand,  payable  in  one  year,  for  his  rates  in  Daniel  Tirft's 
and  David  Daniels'  bills. 

Voted  that  Renben  Legg,  procuring  a  note  against  Benjamin 
Smith,  or  any  other  good  man,  to  the  satisfaction  of  Daniel 
Taft,  playable  in  two  months,  said  Taft  shall  cross  out  sjiid  Legg's 
rtttes. 

Voted  that  Daniel  Taft  shall  cross  out  John  King's  rate,  pro- 
vided said  King  shall  procure  Jonathan  Cass'  note  for  the 
amount,  payable  in  six  months. 

Vote  for  County  Register: 

Capt.  Benjamin  Read  liad  fO  votes. 

Timothy  Paine  Esq.,  iiad    6      " 
Jos.  Dorr  Esq.,  liad  1     " 

Capt.  Benj.  Hey  wood,  liad  1      " 

Oct.  18.  Voted  that  Dr.  Joseph  Adams  and  Dan  Aldrioh  be 
it  committee  to  examine  Dr.  Dupee's  account  for  doctoring  the 
poor  of  the  town. 

Capt.  John  Tyler,  Capt.  Levi  Aldrich,  Philip  Amidown,  Dan 
Aldrich  and  Capt.  Benjamin  Bead  were  chosen  a  committee  to 
meet  a  committee  from  TTxbridge  and  Douglass,  in  order  to 
petition  the  General  Caart  for  a  lotteiy  to  defray  the  expense  of 
repairing  the  road  through  said  towns. 

Ifc  seems  there  was  no  choice  for  Connty  Register,  (Register 
of  Deeds)  and  hence  a  new  choice  was  ordered,  with  the  follow- 
ing result:— 


Capt.  Benjamin  Read,  liart         44 
Timothy  Paine  Esq.,  had   S 


d  founded  l.ho  "  nedivooil  Li 


He  llnally 
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Dee.  6.  George  Aldricb,  Capt.  Peter  Peiiniman  and  Capt. 
Benjamin  Eead  were  chosen  a  committee  to  malte  a  settlement 
with  Pliilip  Amidown,  former  Treasurer. 


1785.  The  committee  chosen  Oct.  18,  ultimo,  to  eonsnlt  with 
committees  of  the  towns  of  Uxbridge  and  Donglaas  in  regard  to 
a  lotteiy  for  repairing  the  road  through  said  towns,  met  and 
agi-eed  upon  the  following  petition  to  the  General  Court,  and 
whicli  petitition  may  be  fonnd  in  the 

Mass.  Ar.  Mendon,  p.  JJ  J697,  case  H.  4. 

COMMOMWBAJ/TH  OB   MASSACHUSETTS. 

To  the  Honourable  Uie  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  in  General 

Court  nsaemble. 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Towns  of 
Meudoa,  Uxbridge  and  Douglass  for  the  purpose  of  preferring  a  Petition 
to  your  Honors  in  behalf  of  said  Towns  for  the  Grant  of  a  Lottery, 

Humbly  SLeweth, 

The  Inhabitants  of  said  Towns  liave  lieen  and  stUl  (every 
year)  at  great  expense  in.  mending  the  Road  and  repairing  the  bridges 
which  leads  from  Boston,  through  said  Towns,  to  Hartford,  called  tlie 
Middle  Post  Road,  it  running  nearly  30  miles  through  the  aboveaaid  towns, 
and  a  great  part  of  aiud  road  unfit,  at  present  for  travelling;  and  the  said 
Towns  having  large  roads  leading  through  them  to  Providence,  with  great 
expense  in  building  and  repairing  other  large  bridges;  and,  wishing  to  ac- 
commodate every  part  of  the  public,  are  desirous  to  mend  SMd  Post  Road 
and  build  and  repair  such  bridges,  over  the  rivers  crossing  said  Boad,  as  to 
make  it  safe  and  easy  for  travellers  to  pass  them  at  all  seasons  of  the  yeai' 
(as  some  of  them,  at  this  time,  are  unsafe  and  almost  impassable)  and  our 
resources  are  so  much  exhausted  in  supporting  our  part  of  the  late  cruel 
war,  that  we  feel  ourselves  unable  to  malte  such  reparations  on  said  Road 
as,  otherwise,  we  should  feel  a  willingness  to  do:— and  being  unwilling  the 
Publick  should  sufler  the  loss  of  such  an  extensive  benefit,  as  such  a  road 
being  rendei'ed  unfit  for  travelling,  are  bound  in  duty  to  ask  the  assistance 
of  the  Honorable,  the  Legislative  Authority  of  t\\e  Commonwealth  tliat 
they  would  be  pleased  to  grant  us  the  sum  of  £750,  to  be  raised  by  a  Lot- 
tery, for  the  sole  purpose  of  mending  and  repfuring  s^d  RoadfromBelling- 
ham  Line,  thi'ough  said  Towns  to  Connecticut  Line,  and  building  such 
bridges  over  the  rivers  crossing  said  road  as  shall  make  the  travelling  safe 
and  easy,  which  sum,  we  think,  (with  such  assistance  as  the  Inhabitants  of 
said  towns  are  able  to  afford)  will  he  adequate  to  make  the  reparations 
thereon,  and  paying  the  charge  and  expense  of  said  Lottery;  and  also  to 
appoint  such  Gentlemen,  Managers  of  siud  Lottery,  as  you  in  your  wisdom 
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sliall  seu  meet ;  or  make  such  other  grants  or  provisioua  im  meudiugor 
itipairiiig  said  Roads  aad  Bridges  as  you,  iu  your  great  wisdom,  shall  think 
heat  for  tlie  public  good, 

Ali  which  your  Humble  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray, 

John  Tyler,  1 

Benj.  Read,  -  Com.  for  Mundou. 

Phil.  Amidowk.     ) 

Abnkb  Rawbon,     1 

Saml.  Read  Jk,,     [  Com.   for  Uxhridge. 

Benj.  Gkeen.         ) 

JOHiAH  Recad,  1 

Elijah  Moore,       [  Com.  for  Douglass. 

Isaac  Mabtik.         ) 
Jan.  BL  1785. 

Mass.  Ar.  Meudon,  ]>  St  liiVA,  ease  H.  4. 

HouaE  ov  Rbpkesentativb  Pub.  17,  1785, 
On  the  Petition  of  John  Tyler  and  others,  committee  of  the  Towns  of 
Mendon,  Uxbridge  and  Douglass,  praying  for  leave  to  raise  £7S0  by  a  Lot- 
tery for  the  purpose  of  repairing  tlieir  Roads  and  Bridges, 

Beseked,  that  the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  agi'eeahle  t*  tlie 
prayer  of  said  Petition. 

As  nothing  more  is  lieai-d  of  tliis  lottery  it  is  supposed  the 
project  was  abaudoned. 

Jau.  3,  Capt.  Peter  Petniimarij  Oapt.  John  Tyler  and  Capt, 
Benjamin  Bead  were  ehoaen  a  committee  to  confer  Vitli  ii  com- 
mittee of  the  town  of  Milford  "in  order  to  settle  matters  in 
regard  to  the  Poor  brought  into  Milford  and  this  town,  and  to 
settle  the  cost  that  has  already  risen  with  those  Poor  that  have 
already  been  broaght  into  the  abovesaid  towns." 

January  18, 1785. 

Tlie  Committees  appointed  hy  the  Towns  of  Mendon  and  Milford  to 
settle  all  disputes  between  said  Towns  respecting  the  Poor  that  have  been 
brouglit  back  lo  said  towns  from  other  towns;  have  agreed  that  the  town  of 
Mendon  should  talce  and  maintMu  LutUer  Basting,  son  of  Rhoda  Easting  as 
thcii'  poor  and  pay  to  the  town  of  Milford  forty  five  sliillings,  and  acquit  the 
town  of  Milford  from  all  the  charge  tlie  said  town  of  Mendon  has  been  at 
in  supporting  and  transporting  the  said  Rhoda  Easting  and  her  children,  at 
any  time  before  tins  date:  and  tlie  town  of  Milford  to  take  the  daughter, 
or  other  child,  of  the  said  Rlio<ia  Easting  and  support  it  as  their  poor,  and 
to  acquit  the  town  of  Mendon  from  all  costs  and  charges  they  have  l>een  at ' 
in  supporting  and  ti'ansporting  the  said  RLoda  and  cliiidreu  at  any  time 
tiefore  this  date. 

And  tliat  Priscilla  Dolbew  be  supported  by  tlie  said  town  of  Milfoi'd, 
and  that  Hannah  Arnold  and  Abigail  Hews  be  supported  by  the  town  of 
Mendon. 
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And  it  IH  fJiu  opiniou  of  this  Committee  that  tlieongiuulAgruenicDtmadt! 
Letwceu  the  U)wiis  brfore  tlie  town  of  Milford  was  set  off,  be  and  remaiu  in 
full  force  witli  tliis  explaiiatiou  tliereon,  that  is  U>  say,  that  all  persona 
brought  back  to  either  town,  of  said  towns,  those  boru  in  eitlier  towu  shall 
return  to  tUo  town  in  which  tliey  were  born;  nwd  those  brought  back 
which  have  othei'wise  gained  a  residence  in  cithei'  of  said  towns.  Uien  tliey 
shall  return  to  the  town  in  [whicli]  they  last  gained  a  lawful  residence  and 
to  be  accordingly  m»intoined,  and  also  all  pei'sons,  old  and  young,  sliall  be 
supported  in  and  by  Uie  town  in  which  they  lived  or  liad  their  home  when 
tlie  Town  of  Milford  was  set  off  into  a  separate  town. 
8bth  Nelson,  1 

Samdbl  Jones,        J- Com.  fot  Milford. 

Pbtek  Pbnniman,  j 
John  Tyi.ku,  ^Com.  lor  Moiuion, 

Besj,  Read.  ) 

Adopted  by  Milford. 

Voted  to  accept  the  above  report  provided  the  town  of  Milford  lias  or 
shall  accept  of  the  same  and  that  it  be  so  understood  relative  to  the  sup- 
IKirting  Hannah  Arnold  that  the  towu  of  UeudoQ  shall  be  at  all  tlio  cost  the 
said  Towns  of  Mendoa  and  Milford  has  or  may  be  at  for  her  support. 

Mai-cli  7.  There  being  no  choice  for  Kegister  of  DgolIm  ;it  tJie 
last  trial,  a  ballot  this  day  resulted  as  follows,  viz: 

Oapt.  Benjamin  Bead  105  vote  being  al!  the  votes  cast. 

Oliose  for  Selectmen,  Luke  Aldricli,  Daniel  Taft,  Seth  Davou- 
port,  Jonathan  Cass  and  Benjamin  Thayer;  Setli  Chapiu,  Town 
Olerk;  Oapt.  Peter  Pennimau,  Town  Treasurer;  Constables, 
David  Daniels  and  Benjamin  Thayer. 

Voted  tliat  Capt.  John  Tylei-  and  Stephen  Johnson  have  l^s. 
eiwh  for  bui-ying  William  Kenny,  who  died  of  small  pox  in  the 
year  177-?. 

April  4.  Voted  that  David  Daniels  be  a  Selectman  in  the 
room  of  Jonathan  Case. 

April  4.  STATE   ELECTION. 

For  Governor,  James  Bowdoin  Lad  38  voles, 

"  Thos.  Gushing  Lad    16     " 

Lieut.  Gov.,     ThomaaCushinghadaS     " 

Seuatora,  Artemas  "Ward,  Moses  Gill,  Buniuel  Baker,  Jonathan 

Warner  and  Seth  Washhura  liad  39  votes  each  and  Israel  Nichols  2. 

April  35.  Voted  to  accept  of  the  report  of  a  committee  chosen 
to  "  new  lay  ont "  the  districts  foj-  work  and  for  schooling,  and 
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thut  the  same  be  entered  in  tlie  town  book.  By  tliis  report  we 
find  the  town  was  divided  into  thirteen  districts,  the  highway 
and  school  districts  being  identical. 

May  11.  Chose  Oapt.  Peter  Penniman  Representative  to  the 
Great  and  General  Court. 

As  the  lotteiy  scheme  for  repairing  the  road  through  Meudon, 
Uxbridge  and  Douglass  had  failed  to  become  a  law,  we  learn  by 
the  following  vote  that  application  had  been  made  to  have  it 
relocated  as  a  county  road,  for,  at  this  meeting, 

George  Aldrich,  Capt.  John  Tyler  and  Nathan  Very  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  meet  the  Committee  of  the  Coiu-t  of  the 
Genei'al  Sessions  of  the  Peace  at  the  house  of  Baekiel  Wood,  in 
Uxbridge,  who  were  deputed  "  to  view  a  place  for  a  new  County 
road. " 

Sept.  o.  Moses  Smith,  it  seems,  had  money  in  his  hands  be- 
longing to  the  town,  which  he  is  unable  or  unwilling  to  refund, 
aa  it  is  found  this  day  Capt.  John  Tyler,  Capt.  Peter  Penniman 
and  Oapt.  Benjamin  Read  were  chosen  a  committee  to  hear  any 
proposals  said  Smith  shall  see  fit  to  make  to  the  town. 

Whether  Moses  Smith  was,  at  this  time,  in  jail  or  not  cannot 
now  be  detei-mined,  hut  we  find  that  he  was  there  retained  in 
the  December  following,  as  there  was  an  article  in  the  warrant 
for  a  meeting  Dee.  13,  "  To  see  if  the  Town  will  do  any  thing 
relative  to  releasing  Moses  Smith  from  jail,  upon  the  conditions 
mentioned  in  said  Smith's  letter,  dated  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber instant,  or  any  other  way  that  shall  or  may  be  proposed  at 
said  meeting."  At  the  meeting,  however,  the  subject  was  not 
acted  upon. 

At  this  meeting,- Sept.  5,  it  was  voted  to  raise  £8D  to  defray 
town  charges,  and  £40  for  schooling. 

Dec.  13.  The  Representative  was  instructed  to  use  his  en- 
deavours that  the  General  Court  pass  "An  Act,  making  ileal 
and  Pei"sonal  estate  a  tender  for  the  settling  of  Executions  and 
other  debts." 


1786.     March  (i.     Chose  lor   Selectmen,  Stephen  Johnson, 
John  Diu-ling,  Seth  Wheelock,  Joseph  Thayer  and  Simeon  Fish; 
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Setli  Oliapiu,  ToiVii  Clerk;   Ciipt.  Puter  Pemiimiin,  TreaMiiror, 
iiud  Dau  Aldrich  and  Beiijamiu  Blake  for  Coustjibles. 

Voted  to  Mre  the  CoiistableB  the  present  year,  they  procuring 
bondsmen  to  the  town's  satisfaction. 

Vot«d  that  the  Selectmen  hij'e  a  AVorkhouse  the  present  yeai' 
to  piit  the  poor  of  the  town  into,  and  for  the  Selectmen  to  titke 
cai'e  of  them  and  set  them  to  work. 

Voted  ihat  Joseph  Taf t  have  liberty  to  put  his  son  out  to  loiU'n 
a  trade  if  the  Selectmen  think  it  hest. 

The  Selectmen  were  voted  ISa.  each  and  the  Assessors  Us. 
each  for  their  eerviees  in  1'('85. 

Voted  to  raise  £150  for  repair  of  highways  and  bridges  the 
present  year. 

Voted  tliat  the  Town  Treasurer  put  off  the  old  Contiuentjil 
money  now  in  his  hands  to  the  best  advuutage  for  the  town  he 
can. 

Capt.  Benjamin  R«ad,  Capt,  John  Tyler,  Col,  Andrew  Peters, 
Dan  Aldrich  and  Edward  Tliompson,  Esq.,  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee to  see  what  snm  Moses  Smith  can  make  out  towards 
discharging  the  taxes  due  from  him  to  the  State  and  to  the  town. 
The  taxes  were  undoubtedly  the  State  and  town  taxes  committed 
to  him  to  collect. 

Mai'ch  30.  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  a  Committee  of  Cor- 
reapondeuce  for  the  present  year. 

Voted  that  all  deliiiqiient  higliway  taxes  of  tJiis  year  sliall  be 
added  to  the  highway  taxes  of  the  next  yeai-. 

Dan  Aldricli.wae  voted  two  pence  on  the  pound  for  collecting 
the  taxes  this  yeai',  he  procuring  his  father  and  Edward  Tliomp- 
son, Esq.,  for  his  bondsmen. 

Benjamin  Blake  was  allowed  the  same  commission  for  collec- 
tion, he  procuring  Stephen  Benson  and  Lt.  Peletiah  Darling  as 
bondsmen. 

A  ballot  was  taken  this  day  for  Register  of  Deeds,  and 
Daukl  Ciapp  had  43  votes. 

April  3.  STATE    ELECTION. 

For  Governor,  James  Bowdoin        24  votes, 
"  do.  Samuel  HoUon  3      " 

"Lt.    do.         Thomas  Cushmg      33      " 
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For  Senators,  Mosea  Gill,  SeUi  Washburn,  Abel  Wilder  and  Samuel 
Curtis  had  twenty  two  votes  each,  Amos  Singkteny  eight  aiirl  Artemas 
Ward  14, 

April  12.       REV.   CALBIJ  ALEXAKDEK,  SIXTH  JIIITISTER. 

Ml'.  Alexander  was.  boru  in  Korthfield  July  S2,  1755.  He 
gi-aduated  at  Yale  College  in  1777,  and  studied  Theology  with 
Rev.  Ephraim  Judson,  of  Tannton.  He  was  ordained  at  New 
Marlborough  Feb.  28,  1781,  aaid  dismissed .  June  38,  1783, 
and  was  installed  at  Mendon  April  13,  1786.  In  1801  he  was 
appointed  by  the  Massachusette  Misaionai-y  Society  to  visit  the 
churches  and  Indians  in  Weatera  New  York.  Upon  his  refcura 
he  was  dismissed  fi-om  his  cbai;ge  in  Mendon  Dec,  7,  1802,  and 
re-entered  the  western  field  as  a  teacher,  for  which  work  be  was 
eminently  fitted.  He  was  flrst  located  in  Faii-field,  Herkimer 
County,  N.  Y.,  whei'e  he  was  elected  Preceptor  of  Fairfield 
Academy,  which  bad  recently  been  erected.  Under  his  direc- 
tion the  Academy  soon  became  a  prominent  resort  for  education. 
In  1813  he  removed  to  Onondaga,  Onondaga  County,  and  took 
charge  of  a  newly  established  academy  there.  He  was  also 
greatly  instrnmental  in  founding  Hamilton  College  and  Aiiburii 
Tlieological  Seminary,  During  all  this  time  he  preaclied  almost 
evei-y  Sunday  in  the  adjoining  towns,  and  gathered  many  now 
flourishing  churches  in  that  region. 

Mr.  Alexander  died  at  Onondaga,  N.  Y.,  April  13,  1828,  aged 

72  years,  8  months  and  20  days.     His  epitaph  is  as  follows:— 

Hia  Industry  and  Zeal, 

In  TnK  Cause  of  Litbkattjbb  ahd  Religion 

were  untiring  and  henevolent. 

"  Predious  in  the  Bight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  hissiunts." 

Mr,  Alexander  published  many  books.  Among  tliese  are  an 
Essay  on  the  Deity  of  Christ,  with  strictures  upon  Emlyu,  1791; 
Translation  of  Virgil,  Latin,  Greek  and  Euglish  Grammars,  and 
several  Occasional  Sermons. 

May  13.  The  ballots  for  a  County  Treasurer  this  day  were  as 
follows,  viz: — 

Samuel  Flagg  and  Nathan  PeiTy  each  lind  18  votes. 

The  second  article  in  the  warrant  was,  "To  see  wbat  measures 
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the  town  will  come  into  in  order  to  obtain  the  Estate  of  Rohert 
Ti'ask,  an  Absconding  Person,  supposed  to  be  in  the  hjtnds  of 
Jesse  Darling," 

Upon  this  the  town  chose  Edward  Thompson,  Esq.,  and  Na- 
than Very  a  committee  ''  to  see  if  they  can  accomidate  a  settle- 
ment with  Jesse  Darling." 

Wliat  the  claim  was  which  the  town  had  n])on  Robert  Triisk's 
estate  does  not  appear. 

Ool.  Benjamin  Read  having  been  chosen  this  day,  May  loth, 
Eeprese'htative  to  the  General  Court,  Capt.  John  Tyler,  Capt. 
Peter  Penniman,  Edwai-d  Thompson,  Esq.,  Capt.  Philip  Ammi- 
down  and  Capt.  Levi  Aldrich  were  chosen  a  committee  to  give 
him  instructions,  and  report  at  an  adjourned  meeting. 

May  33.  This  committee  made  a  report,  which  was  adopted, 
and  the  Town  Clerk  was  directed  to  sign  it.  When  the  meas- 
ures to  come  before  the  Legislature  ai'e  definitely  known,  woirld 
not  a  revival  of  the  pi'actice  of  insti'ucting  the  representative, 
inasmuch  as  he  would  thereby  learn  the  will  of  his  constituents, 
he  of  no  inconsiderable  aid  in  the  matter  of  legislation  ? 

Voted  to  raise  £80  to  defray  town  charges. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  provide  a  Grammar  School  so  far  a^ 
to  clear  tJte  toionfram  any  fine. 

The  committee  respecting  the  matter  of  Robert  Trask  (the  ab- 
sconding person,)  were  instnieted  to  prosecnte  the  matter  in  the 
law,  unless  it  could  be  settled  some  other  way,  and  Col.  Benja- 
min Read  was  added  to  the  committee  for  that  pni-pose. 

May  9.  Then  voted  to  choose  two  more  members  "to  joino 
the  County  Convention  to  meet  at  Leicester  on  the  15th  iiist." 

Although  no  record  is  found  that  a  Delegate  had  already  been 
chosen  to  the  Leicester  Convention,  still  such  had  been  the  . 
case,  as  we  find  afterwards  that  Capt.  John  Tyler  was  paid 
£3,  lis.  and  Edward  Thompson;  Esq.,  £3. 13s.  for  attending  the 
/oniMj- Convention,  (the  one  at  Leicester,)  as  an  adjournment 
was  .afterwards  lield  at  Leicester  the  last  Tuesday  in  September. 
Edward  Thompson,  Esq.,  and  Lt,  Joseph  Johnson  were  chosen 
as  the  "two  more  membere," 

A  committee  of  five  were  chosen,  of  which  Col.  Benj.  Read 
was  chairman,  to  give  instructions  to  the  Delegates. 

The  Convention  at  Leicester  was  composed  of  Delegates  from 
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thirty-eeveu  towns,  who,  after  voting  that  their  meeting  was  "a 
lawful  and  constitutional  affair,"  set  forth  in  a  memorial  issued 
to  the  pitblic,  a  list  of  grievances  which  they  desired  to  have 
abated: 

1.  The  BitlJDg  of  the  Qen.  Court  in  Boston. 

3.  The  want  of  a  circulating  medium. 

3.  The  exiiorbitance  of  the  lawyere'  fee  table. 

4.  The  present  mode  of  administi'ation  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

5.  The  appropriation  of  the  impost  and  excise  duties  to  the  payment  of 
the  interest  of  the  State  debt. 

6.  The  grants  made  by  the  Gen.  Court  to  tlie  Attorney  General  &  others. 

7.  Too  many  office-holders  and  their  salaries  too  large. 

8.  The  State  furnishing  money  to  Congress  while  our  account  with  Con- 
gress remains  unsettled. 

This  Convention  was  adjourned. until  the  last  Tuesdayin  Sep- 
tember, and, 

Sept.  18.  The  town  voted  that  the  Delegates  which  attended 
the  first  Convention  should  also  attend  at  the  adjournment,  viz: 
Capt.  John  Tyler  and  Edward  Thompson,  Esq. 

The  town  voted  to  approve  of  the  doings  of  the  Convention,  and 
C!ol,  Benjamin  Eead,  Capt.  Levi  AMrich,  Ens.  Peletiah  Dai-ling, 
Capt.  Peter  Penniman  and  Dan  Aldrich  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee to  give  the  Delegates  to  the  Convention  and  the  Bepre- 
sentative  in  the  General  Court  instrnctions. 

What  these  inatructions  were  are  neither  foirnd  on  record  or 
on  file,  and  hence  we  ai-e  left  in  ignorance  of  the  mode  or  manner 
hy  which  the  committee  proposed  to  redress  the  gi-ievanees  com- 
plained of  by  the  Convention. 

Voted  to  indemnify  and  keep  harmless  the  Assessors  of  the 
town  in  case  they  are  presented  hy  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth for  neglecting  to  assess  the  inhabitants  for  money 
due  from  Moses  Smith  to  said  Tivaeurer, 

Chose  Col.  Benj.  Bead,  Capt,  Peter  Penniman  and  Capt. 
John  Tyler  a  committee  to  take  care  of  the  matter  of  the  execu- 
tion which  the  Town  Treasurer  has  issued  against  ^f  oses  AMrich. 
It  seems  Moses  Aldrich,  as  Constable  (Collector)  had  become  a 
defaulter  in  the  matter  of  the  Stat*  tax,  and  that  the  Town 
Treasurer  had  issued  an  execution  against  him,  and  that  tlie 
Asaeasors  were  threatened  by  the  State  Treasurer  for  neglect  of 
duty,  as  understood  by  that  officer. 
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Mass.  Arch.  Valuations,  Vol.  163,  p.  310. 


VALUATION  OF 

^BKDOK,   1786. 

Ratable  Polls  357.     Not  ratable  but  n 

Dt  supported  by 

tlic  tow 

53  maknig 

Not  ratable         7      supported  by  the 

town. 

[310, 

160  Dwelling  Houses, 

3  houses. 

163  houses,   £3  10  00 

£407  11  00 

.    4Sbops, 

13  Stops, 

16  Shops, 

14  oa 

11  04  00 

131  Barns, 

13  Barns, 

133  Barns, 

17  00 

113  01  00 

6  Grist  &  Saw  Mills 

1  Mill, 

7  Mills, 

3  00  00 

31  00  00 

13  buildings  £6  value 

30  BuHdings 

43  Buildings, 

04  00 

8  13  00 

508  Acres  UU^e, 

300 

808  Acres, 

08  06 

343  08  00 

806    do,     English, 

60 

866    do. 

10  06 

454  13  00 

1060   do.     Pr-sliMe'dow 

05  00 

309  00  00 

3871    do.    Pasture, 

1500 

3871  do. 

03  oa 

580  13  00 

866  BWs  Cyder, 

00  03i 

8  03  04| 

3693  Acrea  Woodland  | 
B883  do.  Unimproved  j 

852.1  at  35a. 

£14  018  15  00- 

2  pr.  ct. 

308  07  m 

1697  do.  Unimprovable 

Nothing. 

155  Horses, 

3  Years  old. 

@.06  00 

£46  10  00 

r  Colts, 

3       do. 

.04  03i 

1  09  mi 

10    do. 

1        do. 

.03  04S, 

1  03  lU 

163  Oxen, 

4       do. 

.05  04J 

43  10  06J 

83  Neat  Cattle, 

3       do. 

,03  07 

0  16  05i 

14!)       do. 

3       do. 

.03  04f 

17  07  04J 

06       do. 

1        do. 

,01  03i 

11   10  00 

076  Cows 

.03  07 

131  03  04 

386  Swine, 

li  moiiUie 

.00  09 

10  14  06 

£1040  debts  due, 

e  per  cent. 

63  08  00 

Potasli  Works, 

.03  10 

3  10  00 

Tan  House, 

£3  00  00 

3  00  00 

Ouneea  of  Plate, 

40  0/. 

13  06  08  ©  G 

pr.  cent. 

13  in 

Monies  on  band,            .-£40  00  00 

do. 

3  08  00 

£3369  11  04 J 

Add  Is.  on  a  tliousyi 

1, 

i 

180  00  00 

3449  11  04 J 

Altliougli  tlie  town  sent  Delegates  to  the  conventions  at  Lei- 
coster,  wliich  put  fortli  a  list  of  griovaiices  under  whieli,  in'  tlicir 
opinion,  the  country  v/as  suffering,  it  is  not  knomi  that  aiiy 
citizeu  of  the  town  was  eugi^ed  in  any  of  the  ovorl  jicts  wJiicli 
constituted  what  is  called  Sliays'  Eohellion. 
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The  fifth  day  of  Septembet  was  the  cliiy  api>oiiifced  for  the 
sitting  of  the  Court  at  Worcester;  hirt,  on  that  day,  the  Court 
House  was  surrounded  by  a  mob  of  two  hundred  persons,  with 
arms  in  their  bauds,  whb  debarred  the  entrance  of  the  judges. 
The  Chief  Justice  (Ward)  remonstrated  in  vain,  and  the  Court 
was  compelled  to  adjoiu'u. 

l>ec.  3,  The  Court  House,  at  Worcester,  was  again  taken 
l)oseession  of  by  the  disaffected.  The  judges  met  at  the  Sun 
Tjivern,  but  could  not  proceed  to  business.  The  Govenior  had 
jirevious  to  this  issued  his  orders  to  the  ofiicei's  of  the  militia  to 
have  their  men  armed  and  equipped  to  talie  tlie  field  at  the 
shortest  notice.  Troops  were  called  into  sei'vice  at  once  upon 
this  new  outbreak. 

Mass.  Arch.  Shays'  Rebellion,  Vol.  19^,  p.  155. 

A  Pay  Roll  of  Capt.  William  Torrey'a  Company,  in  the  Thiid  Regimeul, 
iu  the  County  of  Worcester,  commanded  by  Col.  Benjamin  Read,  in  the 
service  of  the  CommouwealUi  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  month  of  Dec.  inst. 
agi'eeahle  to  oniers  from  Geu.  Warner,  to  march  to  Worcester  Dec.  4,  1786. 


William  Torrey,  Capt., 
Ssml.  FBlrbanks.  Lieut.. 
Elijah  PeDDimBO.  Sergl;., 
Peter  Holbrook.  Scrgl., 
Baek  Wheelock,  Corp., 
David  Daveiipott,  Cotp.. 
John  Tyler,  Private, 

Stephen  Johiumn  do 
Johnlvler  Ji  do 

David  Kingman  do 
Joseph  Torrey  do 

Thomas  Stone  do 

Rowland  Lathnm 


do 


■h  Hastingi 


03     8 

06.04 

.19.06 

10M3 

.08.101^ 

HW3 

.aod 

M.im 

MM    s    .am    .06.00 
.04  00    3    .am    .06.00 


.00       .OS.OS     2      AM      M.CO 


Mass.  Arch.  Shay's  Rebellion,  Vol.  193,  p.  49. 

A  Pay  Boll  of  the  Field  and  Staff  Officers  in  tlie  Third  Regiment  of 
Militia  in  the  County  of  Worcester,  commanded  by  Col.  Benjamin  Read, 
in  tlie  service  of  Uiis  Commonwealth,  Sept,  8  and  Dec.  3.  1786,  agreeahle 
to  the  ordera  of  Maj.  G«n.  Warner. 
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Bbdj.  Real.  Col.,                   3. 

7,  ■      6,         86 

iM.m 

15,00.00 

PUIipAmtaldawu.Lt.Col.,  4, 

7,        4.        20 

.ia.M 

ia.00.00 

Dnvld  Bachelor,  Maj.,           4. 

Lemnel  Green,  Adjt.,            i, 

6.        3,          6 

.04.(W 

6.13.04 

Jona.  Adams.  Qt.  Master,     4. 

8,        3,          6 

.M.Od 

8,        3,         JO 

.08,04 

11.00.00 

John  Torrey,  Siir.  Male,       4, 

B,       a,         3 

,02.00 

2.1400 

£15.00.00    £1.00,00     £1.08.00 


.(B.M 


Bbnj.  Bead,  Col. 
Tliu  Oi'igiaal  sworn  lo  before  Mi'.  Justice  Ckanch. 
Mass.  Arch.,  Vol.  163,  p.  254. 

Number  of  Polls  and  Income  m  the  Co,  of  Worcester  1786, 

TOWNS.                       Polls,       Income.  TOWNS,  Polls.       IiicoiiiP. 

£     Bh,  d.  £     Bb.  d, 

■Worcester 357    4794  04  10      Eutland 268  3230  09  01  i 

Lancaster 304    3799  11  03J    Paxton 145  1383  IS  09| 

Mendoa 810    3369  11  04 J    OaWmm 161  11671804 

Brookfield,, 866    6337  13  04i    Barre 873  8933  18  08i 

Oxford 338    I3631303i  Hubbardston..  ..163  138810  06 

CliarltoQ 893    3683  19  08i  NewBraintrec.SOS  17140109i 

Sutton 640    53780107*  Southborough.  ,186  1484  01  06  i 

Leicester' 340    394118  IIJ  WestUorough,  .,.333  3064  06  00* 

NoitUborougli 156     1310  03  08*    Grafton 335  3009  08  08* 

Shrewsbury 431    39761106      Petersham 349  31471903* 

Lunenburg  397    36031603*    Royalaton 196  130114  06 

Fitchburg 307    1698  15  08*  Westminster. . . .391  3511  06  09 

Usbridge 381    3370  01  10      Templeton 374  3304  01  07* 

Hai-vard 306    3539  00  08*    Princeton 198  3358  03  05 

Dudley 230    184114  08}  Ashburaliani.  ...197  1205  08  01 

Bolton 318     18940807  Northbridge. . . .  95  6971103 

Upton 184     1345  03  07*    Ward 108  1319  02  10* 

Sturbridge 347    37850703      Athol 193  1686  07  08^ 

Leominster 359    I9451909|    Milford 195  19781601* 

Hardwick 840    8778  16  05*    Sterling.. 889  804410  04* 

Holden 333    176314  07*    Berlin 118  956  1108 

Wesl«m 193    191107  10  Wincliendon.  .  .331  1538  08  04* 

Douglass 331    1339  09  08  — — 

,308    3175  08  074  Polls— 13,165  £105,490  18  01* 


1787.     Jan.  11.     At  A  town  meeting  held  this  Any  a  com- 
mittee was  chosen  to  give  the  E«presentative  in  tlie  Genenil 
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Court  further  instructions.  The  committee  wei'e  Edward  Thomi)-- 
son,  Esq.,  Capt.  John  Tyler,  Dan  Aldricli,  Lt.  John  Benson, 
and  Capt.  Levi  Aldi'ich. 

This  meeting  was  opened  at  the  South  Parish  Meeting  Honse, 
but  was  immediately  adjourned  to  Lient.  John  Benson's  house, 
being,  it  is  presumed,  on  account  of  a  cold  day. 

Jan.  22.  The  second  article  in  the  ^waiTant  for  fchia  meeting 
was,  "To  see  if  the  Town  would  choose  a  Committee  to  treat 
with  General  Linkham  (Lincoln)  to  inform  him  of  the  senti- 
ments and  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  respect- 
ing the  requisition  of  G-overnment  for  a  number  of  militia  that 
were  conformable  to  order."  The  Selectmen,  with  Lt.  Joseph 
Johnson,  Lieiit.'  WiUiam  Thayer  and  Dr.  Joseph  Adams  wei'e 
constituted  a  committee  to  treat  with  Gfen.  Lincoln. 

As  this  committee  made  no  report,  (or  if  they  made  one  it 
escaped  record,)  we  have  no  means  of  knowing  the  result  of  their 
labors  with  the  Genei-al. 

It  seems  they  did  not  have  a  personal  interview  with  General 
Lincoln  as,  immediately  upon  the  passage  of  the  vote  choosing 
the  committee,  it  was  voted  that  Lieut,  Daniel  Tait  be  desired 
to  carry  whatever  the  committee  shall  see  fit  to  send. 

Jan.  3ft.  Edward  Thompson,  Esq.,  was  chosen  to  attend  as  a 
Delegate  the  County  Convention,  which  stands  adjourned  to 
meet  at  Mr.  Patch's,  in  Worcester,  on  the  first  Friday  in  Feb- 
rnaiy  next. 

Voted  to  allow  Capt.  John  Tyler  for  bis  time  and  expenses  in 
attending  the  former  Convention  i)3.14.00,  and  Edward  Thomp- 
son, Esq.,  for  the  same  service,  £2.12.00. 

Voted  to  postpone  the  reading  of  the  address  of  the  General 
Court  to  the  next  meeting. 

This  address  was  an  appeal  to  the  people  to  refrain  from  vio- 
lence, and  assuring  them  that  in  ease  of  resistance,  all  the 
insurgents  woi:ild  be  dealt  with  in  a  summaiy  manner.  The 
rebels  under  Shays  had  just,  by  force  of  arms,  prevented  the 
sitting  of  the  Court  at  Springfield,  and  the  Government  hesitated 
no  longer.  Orders  were  at  once  issued  to  raise  4400  men,  with 
four  regiments  of  artillery,  to  be  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Lin- 
coln.    Twelve  hundred  of  these  troops  were  called  for  from  the 
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<Jounty  of  Worcester,  and  Meiidoii  had  been  oiillcd  to  fiiriiisli 
her  quota. 

From  the  fact  that  the  address  of  the  General  Conrt  was 
refused  a  reading,  and.  that  a  committee  was  chosen  to  treat 
with  Gen.  Lincoln,  it  may  be  presumed  tliat  tlie  people  of  Men- 
don  were  not  exempt  from  the  Tery  general  discontent  which 
pervaded  the  Commonwealth.  But  the  repulse  of  Shays,  in  his 
attack  upon  the  Springfield  Arsenal,  by  the  troops  under  Gen. 
Shepard,  and  the  general  dispersal  of  the  insurgents  by  Gen, 
Lincoln  in  January  and  February,  put  an  end  to  the  insuiTec- 
tion.  That  the  people  had  a  just  cause  of  complaint,  and  that 
there  were  giieTanees  which  should  be  redressed,  there  was  no 
doubt. 

As  Mendoii,  as  will  be  seen,  furnished  her  quota  of  men,  it  is 
presumed  that  the  inhabitants  were  averse  to  the  endeavour  to 
procure  a  redress  of  the  gi'ievances  under  which  they  labored  by 
an  appeal  to  the  ai'bitrament  of  ai-ms. 

At  this  meeting,  Jan.  29,  voted  to  choose  a  committee  to  meet 
and  consnlt  with  a  cohimittee  from  XTxbridge,  Upton  and  Mil- 
ford,  and  report  at  an  adjoummeiit  of  the'  meeting.  As  there 
waB  no  ai'ticle  in  the  warrant  authorizing  the  choice  of  this  com- 
mittee, and  as  the  committee  (Stephen  Johnson)  made  no  report, 
we  are  left  in  the  dai'k  about  the  whole  matter. 

The  committee  heretofore  chosen  to  give  instrnctions  to  the 
Representative  to  the  General  Conrt  made  their  report,  and  the 
same  was  accepted.  These  insti'uctions  may  have  been  directed 
to  Col.  Benjamin  Reed,  Representative  for  1786,  and  we  find 
they  were  also  directed  to  Edwai-d  Thompson,  Esq.,  who  was 
not  elected  Representative  until  the  May  following,  as  will  be 
seen.  These  instructions,  it  was  voted,  should  be  signed  by  the 
Town  Clerk  in  behalf  of  the  town. 

It  was  also  voted  to  accept  of  the  instructions  reported  by  a 
committee  chosen  for  that.pui'pose  to  the  Delegate  to  the  County 
Convention.  As  the  Town  Clerk  failed  to  record  tlie  instruc- 
tions, and,  in  that  I'egai'd,  failed  as  we  think,  to  discharge  his 
whole  duty,  we  ai'o  left  iji  ignorance  of  their  import. 

April  3.  STATE   ELECTION. 

For  Governor,  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  had  124  votes. 
■■■Lt.    do      Thos,  Cusliing.  Esq,,  liad  107      " 
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For  Seuators,  Josepli  Stone,  Peter  Pennimaa,  Jonatlinn  Ctrout,  Natlinu 
Adiims  and  Samuel  Curtis  had  96  volfla,  aud  Seth  Wnshbura,  Abel  Wilder, 
John  Feaaonden  and  Bezoleel  Taft  liad  3. 

Ohoae  for  Selectmen,  Dan  Aldricli,  Darius  Daniels,  Moses 
Daniels,  Lt.  John  Benson  and  Dr.  Joseph  Adams.  Dan  Aldricli 
and  Dai'ins  Daniels  neglecting  to  take  the  oatli  of  allegiance, 
Israel  Mowry  and  Oliver  Caiiienter  were  chosen  in  their  stead. 
This  oath  was  an  oath  of  iillegiance  to  the  Commonwealtli  of 
Massachn setts,  and  was  designed  hy  the  General  Conrfc  to  secnre 
the  magistracy  from  the  feigned  j'cpentauce  of  those  wlio  had 
been  compromised  by  Shays'  Kehelliou.  For  Town  Clerk,  Seth 
(Jliapin;  Town  Treiieurer,  Capt,  Peter  Penniman;  Constables, 
Benjamin  Thayer,  provided  Lt.  Seth  Wheelock  be  his  bondsman, 
and  Benjamin  Blake,  provided  Lt,  Peletiah  Thayer  be  his 
bondsman. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  pi-ovide  some  suitable 
honse  or  houses  for  the  reception  of  the  poor  the  present  year. 

Voted  to  raise  MO  to  defray  town  charges  the  cnrrent  year. 

Voted  to  give  one  shilling  as  a  bounty  npon  eveiy  crow  that 
shall  be  killed  by  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  before  tlie 
first  day  of  July  next,  and  sliall  deliver  tlie  same  to  the  Select- 
men. 

May  14.  Voted  to  raise  £150  to  be  worked  out  on  the  roads 
and  bridges  the  present  year.  The  Assessors  were  to  assess  the 
tax  immediately  and  fnrnish  each  Constable  with  a  list,  and  on 
the  first  day  of  November  a  certificate  from  the  Highway  Sniweyor 
that  the  whole  or  snch  part  of  each  man's  tax  as  had  been 
worked  out,  should  be  received  by  the  Constables  in  payment. 

The  Assessors  of  this  yeai-  were  to  have  12s.  each  for  thoir 
services. 

Edwai'd  Thompson,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Representative  to  the 
General  Court  and  May  38,  was  instrncted  by  tlie  town  as  fol- 
lows, and  wliich  inatrnetioiis  may  be  found  in  the  Massachusetts 
Archives  "Mendon,  V,  '^  2708,  Case  H.  4."  Tliey  were  not 
found  in  the  town  record: — 
To  Edward  Thompson  Esq. 

Tour  conalituents  having  chosen  you  to  represent  the  Town  of  Men- 
don in  the  General  Court  the  present  year,  tliink  fit  to  give  you  some  hints 
(by  way  of  instructions,)  of  what  we  apprehend  might  be  beneficial  to  tlie 
public. 
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iHt.  To  use  your  influence  to  have  the  General  Court  removed  out  of  tlie 
Town  of  Boston  to  some  convenient  inland  town  as  soon  as  may  be. 

3nd.  Tliat  you  use  your  influence  tlial  the  Troops  raised  by  order  of  tlie 
Government  and  now  under  pay,  be  immediately  discharged. 

3dly.  That  you  use  your  influence  that  a  free  pardon  and  indemnity  he 
granted  to  all  those  that  have  been  any  ways  concerned  in  the  late  Inaiir- 
i-ection  in  this  Commonwealth,  so  long  as  they  demean  themselves  quiet 
and  peaceable  subjects,  without  exception. 

4thly.  That  you  use  your  influence  to  have  all  those  acta  repealed  known 
by  the  name  of  Disqualifying  Acts,  as  we  conceive  they  ai-e  unnatural,  un- 
just and  oppressive. 

Bthly.  That  there  he  a  Bank  of  paper  money  emitted  upon  as  good  foot- 
ing as  can  be. 

6thly.  That  you  use  youv  influence  that  all  public  securities  he  seakd  at 
the  going  price. 

7thly.  Tliat  you  use  your  influence  that  all  Courts  of  Common  Pleaa  be 
entirely  abolished  and  some  other  mode  be  adopted  in  lieu  thereof  that  is 
more  agreeable  and  less  chargeable. 

8thly.  That  the  Probate  business  be  done  in  ea«h  Town  and  likewise  a 
Register  of  Deeds  be  appointed  in  each  of  said  Towns;  also  that  all  licensed 
persons  obtain  their  licenses  in  the  towns  where  they  dwell,  from  the 
Selectmen. 

Bthly.  That  there  be  a  large  Duty  or  impost  laid  on  all  foreign  articles 
imported,  except  Salt,  Cotton,  Wool  and  Warlike  Stores,  and  that  all  ex- 
cise be  collected  by  the  respective  towns  where  such  excise  shall  become 
due,  free  from  any  charge  to  the  Btate, 

lOthly.  That  all  monies  arising  from  Impost  and  Excise  be  appropriated 
to  the  payment  of  the  foreign  debt  only. 

I  Ithly.  That  tlie  Salaries  of  all  public  officers  of  Government  be  reduced 
in  proportion  as  Country  produce  has  fallen  since  s\ich  salaries  were 
granted. 

lathly.  That  all  encouragement  be  given  to  raising  Sheep  and  Flax  and 
Manufacturing  the  produce  of  our  own  Country. 

13thly.  That  a  settlement  of  accounts  with  Congi-ess  be  obtained  as  soon 
as  possible,  so  as  this  State's  Quota  of  the  Continental  debts  may  be  ascer- 
tained. 

lithly.  That  some  other  mode  of  taxation  be  adopted,  and  that  the  tax 
be  not  laid  so  high  on  the  landed  interest,  and  that  all  Polls  under  the  age 
of  21  years  he  exempted  from  taxation. 

ISthly.  That  there  be  a  completion  of  the  Revision  of  the  Laws  so  that 
we  may  have  a  code  of  laws  of  our  own. 

We  further  instruct  you  to  move  for  leave  that  the  instructions  given  by 
each  tj)wn  be  read  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  order  that  the  Court 
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may  know  what  are  the  minds  of  the  people  at  large,  anti  you  give  your 
constant  attendance  while  the  Court  sita  and  not  depart  witliout  said  Court 
is  ProTOUKed,  adjoiiraecl  or  diasolwed. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  Town. 

Dan  Aldrich,  Moderator. 
Attest,       Sbth  Chapin,  Town  Clerk. 
Mendon  May  28.  1787. 

Aug.  37,     Voted  to  raise  £40  for  schooling  the  present  year. 

Voted  to  allow  Oapt.  Peter  Pennimaii  and  Ool.  Benjamin 
Read  3s.  per  day,  cash,  for  services  in  settling  with  Col.  Philip 
Amidown,  late  Treasurer. 

Voted  to  allow  Capt,  Peter  Penniman  £1.10s.  for  liis  services 
as  Treasurer  the  past  year. 

Voted  to  allow  the  Selectmen  for  the  year  past,  for  thoir  ser- 
vices, 13a.  each. 

Voted  to  allow  Stephen  Johnson  ISs,  and  John  Darling  Cs. 
for  their  extTaordinary  services  as  'Selectmen. 

Oct.  3.  Monday.  Voted  to  allow  Edward  Thompson,  Esq., 
13e.  for  attending  the  Convention  at  Worcester  in  March  last. 

Voted  to  join  with  Capt.  Hayward  and  Esq.  Paine,  of  Wor- 
cester, in  ean-ying  on  a  suit  against  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  or  the  Sheriff  of  the 
County  of  Worcester,  respecting  Moses  Smith's  matter. 

Moses  Smith  had  been  a  Collector  of  Taxes,  and  having  failed 
to  account  for  the  proceeds,  was  in  jail  on  that  accoirnt  in  Dec. 
I'i'SS.  The  town  records  furnish  no  evidence  of  the  character  of 
this  suit,  hut  it  is  supposed  to  be  connected  in  some  way  with 
Smith's  defalcation  and  imprisonment, 

Dec.  17.  Edward  Thompson,  Esq.,  was  chosen  a  Delegate  to 
the  State  Convention,  to  he  held  at  Boston  on  the  second  Wednes- 
day in  January  next,  for  the  purpose  of  ratifying  or  rejecting 
the  Continental  Oonstitntion,  or  I'ramo  of  Government,  agreed 
on  by  the  late  Federal  Convention. 

SHATS'    RBBBLLION. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  Mendon  soldiers  who  were 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Commonwealth,  under  Maj. 
Gen,  Lincoln,  for  the  overthrow  of  the  rebellion.  The  follow- 
ing Pay  Rolls  ai-e  copied  from  the  Mass.  Archives,  Shays'  Rebel- 
lion, Vol.  191,  p.  67. 
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A  Pay  Roll  of  Capt.  William  Torrey  and  two  officers  witb  liim  in  llie 
service  of  the  Commonwealtli  of  Maasacliusetts  in  tlie  montlis  of  Jannarj' 
and  Pcbrnary  1787,  in  Ool,  Lowell's  Eegiment. 


i'tlUnm  Torrey,  Capt,  Jan,  39  Feb.  T  J 
ezaleel  Qiilld,  Lieiit.  "  "  "  3  t 
liiaiia  MunJock        Ens.  ■'      "       "    a    C 


)    £1.17.04       14    .SM    i 


A  Pay  Roll  of  Capt.  Rufiis  AldricL's  Company  in  Col.  Lowell's  Regi- 
ment for  service  done  for  tlie  Common  weal  tli  of  Masaa^liu.setts  in  January 
and  February  1787, 


Hi.fus  Aklfieli,      Capt.  Jan.  at 

Feb.  9>  aa  £8.00.00  .os 

04 

£.1.17,04    9  . 

OS  ,8.00  £0.03,  Oi 

banks,           ■      Lieut.     "    ' 

■'    ■'  as 

B.OB,Oe  .03.06>S 

s.isoa  « 

Nathaniel  Park- 

hurst,               ado.      ■'    ■ 

4.iO,00  .03.00 

a.o6.oa  6 

•■  A       a,io.oa 

AmariahPreBtfln,  Serg't. 

Maj.       ■'    ■ 

a.14.00  .01.08^ 

"    ,3         3,01.07 

Nathan  Tyler,       Clork      "    ■ 

a.i4.oo  .01 

oa^ 

1,19.07   " 

Daniel  Hill,           Setgt.     "    ■ 

Ichabod  Keith,         "         "    ■ 

a  08.00 .01 

■■      ■'         1,03.09 

JoelahFenniman,     " 

■•    SO!B 

a,oa.oo  .01 

07 

].i4.oa  " 

Joseph  Torrey,     Corp.      "    ' 

mi 

Joel  Sibley,               "         "    ' 

"    20  88 

05)6 

1.13,03   •' 

'•     ■■         1.14.03 

PanlNeKon,             

a.04.00 .01 

0^ 

'•     '■         1.140S 

Isaac  Bates, 

05X 

"      "         1.14,03 

Joeiah  Fnller,       Drum 

Maj.       "     ■' 

Comfort  Martin,  Priv.       '■    " 

■■      ■■         1.11.04 

Israel  Taft.              do. 

Nathan  Goldtli- 

wwt,                     do. 

Joseph  GoWth- 

waie,                  do. 

Joshua  Slocomb,    do. 

Joseph  Cleveland,  do. 

Paran  Batcheler,    do. 

Aaron  Batcheler,    do. 

Nathaniel  Brown,    do. 

Thouins  Aldrich.    do. 
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Perry  Clmpin,     Oapt.  Juii 

Abb  Darling. 

Amos  Hay  ward, 

Seth  Nelson, 

Alpheua  Stone, 

Jesse  Whitney, 

Nathan  Keith, 


The 


fort  CIMUn, 
flChaae, 
nas  Bigelim 


Aaron  White, 
Batna  Howell, 
Jabez  Comln)^, 
John  Amidowu, 
David  White, 
Elijah  BMley, 
Keith  Tatt, 
Leonard  Tsft, 
Joseph  Daniel, 


Stephen  Benson,  do. 
Samuel  Warfield,  Cor| 
John  Holbraok,  Friv 
John  Jefferson,  Sergt 
Phlnehas  Wood,  Priv. 
Cyrenne  Hawsoi 
Ephrsim  Taf  t, 


31    SmOO  - 

1,01 

I0( 

IT    2.0().{O  . 

104        1. 

S    3.00.00  . 

1.04         .C 

■  a 

Before  Mb.  Justick  Read. 

It  is  supposed  the  above  roster comprieciJ  the  whole  Company; 
but  that  only  those,  tliii'ty-flve  in  number,  wlio  were  paid  off, 
were  mustered  into  the  service. 

Amount  of  provisions  delivered  by  Mendonj  to  Major  Joseph 


dbyGOOgIC 


440  ASNALS    OFMGNDON.  [1788. 

Kegel's  and  Major  James  Prince,  Deputy  Oommiasary  Generals 
to  the  Army  raised  for  the  Siipport  of  G-ovornment,  under  the 
command  of  the  Hon.  Maj.  Gen.  Lincoln  in  Jan.,  Feb.   and 
March,  1787. 
Bread  4U  lbs.     Pork  367  llis.     Beef  68  lbs.     Pease  &  Beans  1  barrel!. 


.  April  7.  Chose  for  Selectmen,  Soth  Chapin,  Lt.  John 
,  William  IVench,  Lt.  Peletiah  Thayer  and  Aquilla  Bob- 
bins; for  Town  Clerk,  Seth  Chapin;  for  Town  Treasnrer,  Hon. 
Peter  Penniman;  Benj.  Thayer  and  Benj.  Blake,  Constables. 

Voted  to  raise  ^130  for  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges,  and 
that  those  who  did  not  work  their  highway  tases  the  last  yeai' 
may  work  them  out  this  yeai-  by  the  first  day  of  June. 

Voted  to  accept  of  the  list  of  persons,  recommended  by  the 
Selectmen,  for  the  Jury  box. 

Chose  Benjamin  Eead,  agent  or  attorney  for  the  town,  to 
prosecute  any  suits  brought  by,  or  defend  any  suits  brought 
against  the  town. 

STATE    ELECTION. 

For  Governor,  John  Hancock,  37.  For  Lieul.  Governor,  James  War- 
ren, 71.        Elbridge  Gerry,  50.        Samuel  Adams,  3.       Benj.  Lincoln,  3. 

Senators,  Hon.  Peter  Penniman,  48.  Jonathan  GroiiE,  48.  Amos 
Singleterry,  49.        Dr.  Jolin  Taylor,  33.        John  Fessenden,  48. 

Moses  Gill,  Samuel  Peckham,  Abel  Wilder,  Bezaleel  Taft,  Samuel 
Baker,  Samuel  Curtis,  Sett  Washburn,  Dr.  Samuel  Willard  &  Jona  War- 
ren had  from  one  to  thirteen  each. 

May  13.  Voted  to  allow  the  Treasurer  £1.10  for  his  services 
the  past  yeai',  "  the  whole  "  of  the  Selectmen  £3,  and  the  Asses- 
sors 9s.  each. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  inquire  respecting  two  orders  which 
Capt.  John  Albee  and  Esq.  Penniman  hold  against  the  town, 
and  also  a  receipt  held  by  Benj.  Eead,  Esq.,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose Dan  Aldi'ich  and  Doct.  Joseph  Adams  were  joined  with  the 
Selectmen. 

Edwai^d  Thompson,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Representative  to  the 
General  Court. 

May  26.  The  taxes  against  Amasa  Aldiich,  Samnol  Hill, 
John  Cook,  Samuel  Brown  and  John  Pickering  were  foregone. 
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June  16.  Oapt.  John  Atbee  was  allowed  five  dollaa's  for  his 
order,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

Aug.  39.  Voted  to  raise  £70  to  defray  town  chai'ges  this 
year. 

"  It  was  put  to  vo\a  ti>  see  if  the  town  would  raise  any  money  for  school- 
ing the  present  year  and  the  vote  passed  in  tlie  Negative," 

Nov.  36.  It  seems  the  household  furniture  of  Dr.  Steel  had 
been  attached  for  debt,  and  the  Dr.  being  absent,  the  town  vot«d 
"that,  provided  there  can  be  a  quantity  of  Miss  (Mrs.)  Steel's 
furniture  appraised  that  she  have  them  and  the  Selectmen  ai-e 
directed  to  give  secnrity  for  them  in  behalf  of  the  town,  she 
giving  a  note  signed  in  her  husband's  name  for  the  same. " 

It  is  siipposed  Dr.  Steel  gave  the  name  to  the  Dr.'s  Dam,  oji 
the  old  road  west  from  the  present  town  Pound. 

Dee.  18,  Met  and  adjourned  to  Col.  Amidown's  tavern  at  5 
o'clock  P.  M. 

Voted  to  allow  Oapt.  John  Albee  £3.05  for  an  order  he  holds 
against  the  town. 

Dec.  18,  Pursuant  to  a  wan-ant  for  the  pui'poee,  the  town 
voted  for  a  Representative  in  Congi'ess,  and  for  two  persons  as 
Electors  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
being  the  first  election  held  under  the  Constitution.  TJie  votes 
were  as  follows,  via: — 

Mr  B^-mffntaMw  in  Ooiigress,  Jonathan  Grout,  Esq. ,  14  votes.  John 
Sprague,  Esq.,  13  votes.       Timothy  Paine  1  vole. 

Ibi-  EkcUirs,  Ai-temas  Ward,  Esq.,  17  votes.  Timothy  Paine,  Esq.,  17 
voles.  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq.,  11  votes.  Timothy  Newell,  Esq.,  9  votes. 
Ahel  Wilder,  Esq. ,  3  votes. 

At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  to  restore  the  annual  town  meet- 
ing to  the  fij-st  Monday  in  March. 


1789.  Jan.  ^!),  Voted  to  sell  the  road  between  the  land  of 
Dr.  Levi  Willaa-d  and  the  Pond  to  said  Willard,  and  Dan  Aldrich, 
Benj.  Thayer  and  Benj.  Read,  Esq.,  were  chosen  a  committee 
to  contract  with  said  Willard  on  the  price  of  said  land,  and 
report  at  the  ne.\t  annual  meeting. 

The  Meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  Lt.  John  Ben- 
son's at  6.0'clock  P.  M. 
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SeprematuUte  to  Goagrem,  Timothy  Paine  6.        Jouathan  Grout  )J1. 

It  seems  there  was  no  choice  of  a  Eepresentjitive  at  this 
election. 

Marcli  'i.     A  ballot  was  again  talfen,  and  resulted  as  follows; 

Jonathan  Grout,  Esq.,  had  65,  and  Timotlij  Paine  1. 

At  the  same  time  tlie  following  town  officers  were  cliosen, 
viz:  Seth  Chapin,  Edweird  Thompson,  Esq.,  Zehnlon  Goas,  Ben- 
jamin Blake  and  Dr.  Joseph  Adams,  Selectmen;  Seth  Chaiiin, 
Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer;  Simeon  Fisk  and  John  Benson, 
Constables, 

Voted  to  raise  £140  for  mending  highways  and  bridges. 

Voted  to  accept  the  report  of  the  committee  respecting  tlie 
road  between  the  Pond  and  the  land  of  Dr.  Levi  WJllai-d  and 
which  is  aa  follows,  via:— 

Mbndon,  Jan.  80.  17S9. 

We  the  Subsci'ihei'E,  Ixiing  a  Committee  appointed  by  said  Town  to  con- 
ti'act  with  Dr.  Levi  WOlard  and  agree  witli  liim  on  the  price  of  the  iand 
voted  l)y  said  town  on  the  30tli  ot  tiiis  present  mouth  to  sell  to  the  siud 
Willard,  have  attended  that  service  and  And  there  to  he  about  (our  acres  of 
land  lying  between  the  Pond  and  said  Willard's  land,  and  said  Willai'd 
agrees  with  your  Committfle  to  give  the  town  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds 
and  Iteep  up  good  gates  or  bars  and  that  no  other  incumbrance  shall  be  in 
the  way  to  hinder  passing  and  repassing  at  all  times  forever  hereafter. 
Benjamin  Read     1 
Dan  Aldbich         }  Committee. 
Benjamin  Blakb.  ) 

I  hereby  agree  to  die  above  contract  and  will  fulfill  the  same. 

Levi  Willakd. 

Voted  that  tlie  ahovesaid  road  be  discontinued. 

April  6.  Votj3d  three  shillings  per  day  for  a  man,  and  three 
shillings  a  day  for  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  cai't,  for  work  on  the 
highway,  until  the  last  of  September,  and  after  that  two  shil- 
lings a  day  for  each. 

Voted  to  raise  ^£100  to  defray  town  charges. 

Voted  to  allow  the  Selectmen  and  Assessors  twelve  sliillings 
eiich  for  their  services. 

state  election. 

For  Governor,  Joiin  Hancock,  Esq.,  S7.        James  Bowdoiu  5. 

Lt.  Govei'nor,  Samuel  Adams  44.        Benj.  Lincoln  IB. 

Senators — Amos    Singlelery,  Esq.,  35.        John  Feasenden,  Esq.,   35, 
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Peter  Penniman,  Esq.,  S3.  Israel  Nichols,  Esq.,  35.  David  Bigelow, 
Esq.,  33.  Moaea  Gill,  Esq.,  31.  Samuel  Baker,  Esq.,  33.  Abel 
Wilder,  Esq.,  24.  Andrew  Pelers,  Esq.,  10.  Jonathan  Warner,  Esq., 
.  31.  Artemas  Ward,  Esq.,  4.  Timothy  Paine,  Esq.,  2.  Capt.  Jo- 
siali  Sterns,  3. 

May  13.  Benjamin  Bead,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Representative  to 
the  General  Court. 

Voted  that  the  Town  Treasurer  call  in  £19.13.07  of  the  £100 
voted  to  be  raised  March  2,  11'89,  and  pay  the  same  to  the 
Connty  Treasiirer,  in  order  to  pay  so  much  that  is  due  to  said 
Treasurer  out  of  the  bills  that  were  committed  to  Moses  Aldvich 
to  collect  in  the  year  1783, 

Voted  to  sell  the  road  leading  from  the  county  road,  near 
Seth  Ohapin'a  house,  to  the  Eight  Eod  Eoad,  now  known  as 
Post's  Lane.     Sold  to  Seth  Hastings,  Esq. 

Aug.  26.  Raised  £80  for  schooling,  aud  £30  for  town  charges 
for  the  current  year. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  divide  the  scliool  money  among  tlio 
several  districts  according  to  the  number  of  seholai's  in  each 
district  between  the  ages  of  thi'ee  and  twenty-one. 

At  this  meeting  Benjamin  Read,  Esq.,  Dan  Aldrich  and 
Darius  Daniels  were  chosen  a  committee  to  inquire  into  tho 
matter  "respecting  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Plejis 
for  the  County  of  Suffolk." 

Tliia  matter  with  the  Court  is  supposed  to  have  reference  to 
the  State  tax  for  1783,  in  the  hands  of  Moses  Smith,  Collector 
for  that  year,  which  he  failed  to  pay  over. 


1790.  March  1.  Chose  for  Selectmen,  Seth  Davenport, 
Capt.  Riifus  Aldrich,  Beiijamin  Thayer,  Ichabod  Cook  aud 
Dai-ius  Daniels;  Seth  Ohapin,  Town  Clerk;  Andi-ew  Peters, 
Esq.,  Town  Treasurer;  John  Benson  and  Ezra  Thayer,  Consta- 
bles; John  Crooks  still  continued  to  be  chosen  Deer  Rieve. 

County  Treasurer,  N"athan  Perry  had  thirty-nine  votes;  when 
the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  April  5,  when  the  meeting  was  fur- 
ther adjouj-ned  to  May  6. 

March  29,  state  i 


For  Governor,  John  Hancock  Esq.,  50  votes.    For  Lt,  Goveriu 
nel  Adams,  Esq.,  49  vote.s. 
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Senatois,  Moses  Gill,  John  Feasenden,  David  Bigelow  and  Jeremiali  Lam- 
ed had  40  each,  Amos  Singletery  80,  Jolin  TjlerO  and  Peter Peniiim an  and 
Abel  Wilder  had  3  each. 

May  6,  Voted  to  raise  £150  to  defray  town  charges  the  pres- 
ent year,  and  £50  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Seth  Davenport,  Philip  Amidown,  Luke  Aldrich,  Joseph  Al- 
len, Benjamin  Thayer,  Edward  Thompson,  Lt.  Abraham  Staples, 
Dai-ins  Daniels,  Lt.  Daniel  Taft,  Joab  Aldrich,  Benjamin  Blake, 
Benjamin  Tliayer  and  Asa  Smith  were  chosen  a  Committee  to 
make  a  new  arrangement  of  the  School  Districts  for  the  better 
accommodation  of  the  schools. 

At  this  time  there  were  thirteen  Highway  and  thirteen  School 
Districts  in  town. 

Voted  to  sell  the  old  scliool  house  that  stands  on  the  Training 
Field,  "  for  the  most  it  will  fetch."  This  school  house  stood 
near  the  house  of  Andrew  Peters,  and  not  far  from  the  present 
barn  of  Albert  W.  Gaekill. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  procure  a  house  for  the  poor  of  the 
town  if  they  think  it  expedient. 

May  11.  Chose  Benjamin  Read,  Representative  to  the  GeJi- 
eral  Court. 

May  26.  Raised  £140  to  repair  highways  and  bridges,  at  3s. 
a  day  for  a  man  and  the  same  for  oxen  and  cart  from  June  1  to 
Sept.  30;  and  3s,  a  day  after  that  date  nntil  the  Ist  day  of 
March. 

Vot^d  noi  to  divide  the  school  money  according  to  the  nnm- 
ber  of  seholai'S  between  the  ages  of  three  and  twenty-one. 

Voted  the  Highway  Surveyors  liave  warrants  of  distress  against 
those  who  refuse  to  work  out  their  Highway  Tax  in  their  respec- 
tive districts;  and  that  the  money  collected^  be  laid  out  in  tlieir 
respective  disti'iets. 

July  5.  Made  choice  of  Benjamin  Read  as  agent  to  can-y  on 
the  cause  against  the  town  of  Wrentham  for  the  siipport  of 
Adolphus  Cook  now  at  the  cbai'ge  of  the  town  of  Mendon. 

Aug.  30.  Taxes  were  foregone  against  Nathaniel  Scott,  Elea- 
zer  Albee,  Jeduthau  Rawson,  Calvin  Smith,  Gustavus  Aldricli, 
Turner  Ellis  and  Ichabod  Boswoi-th. 

Voted  to  divide  the  school  money  equally  between  the  scholars 
l>etween  the  ages  of  three  and  twenty-one. 
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Oct.  4,  RBPEESKNTATIVE    IN    CONGRESS. 

Natlian.  Tyler  33,  Jonathan  Grout  18,  John  Spriigue  5  and  Artemiis  "Wiirrt 
and  Timothy  Paine  one  each,  no  choice  at  March  13  lieing  made. 


1791.  March  7.  Selectmen,  Dr.  Joseph  Adams,  Benjamin 
Tliayei-,  Jr.,  Oliver  Carpenter,  Jacob  Taft  mid  Capfc.  William 
Torrey:  Town  Clerk,  Seth  Ohapin;  Town  Treasurer,  Andi-eiv 
Peters  Esq.;  Constables,  Ezra  Thayer,  Benj.  Blake  and. Edward 
Thompson. 

Voted  to  raise  £100  to  defray  town  chai-ges,  £50  for  schools  and 
£140  for  repair  of  highways  and  bridges  for  the  cnrrent  year. 

Chose  Benjamin  Read  Esq.  Agent  for  the  tow]i  this  year. 

Gounty  Jtegister,  Daniel  Clapp  had  29  voles.    Samuel  Flagg  15  votes, 
Gountg  Treasurer,  Samuel  Allen  had  84.     Nathan  Perry  2.  and  Benjamin 
Hayward  1. 

April  4.  STATE    ELECTION. 

For  Gov.  John  HaDcock  Esq.,  42. 

'■    Lt.  Oov.  Bamuel  Adams  Esq.,  43. 
Senators,  Moses  Gill  38,  Samuel  Baker  85,  Miel  Wilder  87,  John  Fesscii- 
den  87,  Benjamiu  Head  30,  Samuel  Curtis  3,  Jonathan  Grout  4,  Nathan  Ty- 
ler 1  &  Timothy  Newell  7. 

Instead  of  auditing  acconnta  against  the  town  in  town  meet- 
ing, as  had  nsnaUy  been  done  heretofore,  tlie  Selectmen  were 
instructed  to  examine  and  allow  the  accounts  against  the  town. 

May  11.  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  new  aiTangement 
of  the  School  Districts  was  recommitted  for  fni-tber  examination 
and  amendment  should  the  Committee  think  necessary,  and  the 
meeting  was  adjourned  to  Ang.  2'i. 

Choge  Benjamin  Read,  Esq.,  Representative  to  the  General 
Court. 

Aug.  33.  REPORT   OF   A   COMMITTEE. 

We  the  Subscribers  being  appoint«d  aCommitt«e  to  make  a  new  arrange- 
ment of  the  Districts  in  said  town,  for  the  better  accgmmodation  of  said 
town  for  Schooling  have  met  and  maturely  considered  the  matter  and  do  re- 
port as  follows. 

Ist.  Distilct.  North  on  Upton  line,  East  on  Milford  line  till  it  comes  to 
Slierlwm  lioad  {so  called)  then  westerly  by  the  south  side  of  said  road  to 
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Amariah  Voae's  house,  thence  to  William  Maynard's  excluding  him,  thence 
with  a  direct  line  to  Uxhridge  line,  theucenortli  onUxhridge  line  to  North- 
hridge  line,  thence  on  Northhridge  line  to  Upton  line. 

Snd.  District.  Beginning  at  Muddy  Brook  (so  called)  where  it  crosses  the 
Sherhom  Boad  and  bounded  westerly  oa  the  line  of  tlie  first  District  to  Ux- 
hridge line,  thence  to  the  south  side  of  the  County  road  (so  called)  thence 
on  the  south  side  of  said  County  road  to  Jacoh  Aldrich's  including  him, 
thence  to  a  heap  of  stones  on  the  road  hack  of  the  Pond  thirty  rods  south, 
thence  across  the  Pond  to  Dr.  Levi  Williird's  including  him,  thence  to  Aaa 
Penniman'a  including  him,  tJience  to  Increase  Tliaycr's  including  him, 
thence  lo  Ebenezer  Streeter's  including  him,  thence  to  George  Aldrich's  in- 
cluding him,  thence  to  first  bound. 

3rd.  District.  Beginning  at  Asa  Penniman's  excluding  liim,  thence  to 
the  house  where  Israel  Hill  lives  including  him  and  including  Dan  Aldrich, 
thence  to  the  Widow  Margaret  Daniels's  including  her,  theoce  easterly  on 
Mill  River  up  to  Capt.  John  Alhee's,  thence  to  Wm.  French's  including 
him,  thence  to  the  hound  first  mentioned. 

4th.  District.  Beginning  at  Milford  line  wliere  the  Mill  river  crosses  snid 
line,  thence  down  saXd  river  until  it  comes  directly  east  of  George  Smith's, 
it  being  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  east  side  of  said  river. 

5th  District.  Beginning  at  the  Wid.  Margaret  Daniels's  excluding  her, 
thence  east  on  the  Mill  River  to  where  David  Handy  lives  including  him, 
thence  to  Hop  Brook  bridge  (so  called)  on  Smitbfield  road,  thence  to  Benja- 
min and  Nicholas  Thayer's  including  them,  thence  northward  to  the  first 
bo\ind. 

6th  District.  Beginning  at  Hop  Brook  bridge,  thence  to  Anthony  Chase 
including  him,  thence  to  Cumberland  line,  thence  to  Bellingliam  line,  thence 
to  Jotham  Pickering's  including  him,  thence  to  Ichahod  Picltering's  includ- 
ing liim,  tiience  to  Seth  Kelly's  including  liim,  thence  to  first  mentioned 
bound. 

7th.  District.  Beginning  at  Asa  Penniman's  excluding  him,  tlience  to 
Ensign  Seth  Taft's  including  him,  thence  tc  Laban  Fairbanks'  including 
him,  thence  to  John  Cr^gin'a  including  him,  thence  to  the  house  where 
Levi  Lesure  now  lives  including  him,  thence  to  Thomas  Taft's  including 
him,  thence  to  the  house  where  David  Southerland  lives  including  him, 
theneeloOol.  BilaaWheelock's  including  him,  thence  to  the  first  mentioned 
hound.  It  is  meant  to  include  Lt.  Keith  and  Samuel  Fairbanks  in  tlie  above 
District. 

8th.  District.  Beginning  at  Silas  Aldrich's  including  him,  thence  to  Ux- 
hridge line  including  Aquilla  Robbins  and  Bartow  Carpentei',  thence  soiitii 
to  Darius  Daniels  including  him,  thence  to  Laban  Fairhanlts,  thence  to  the 
Pond,  thence  to  first  mentioned  hound. 

9th.  District.  Beginning  at  Natlianiel  Taft's  including  him,  thence  to 
Col,  Joseph  Chapin's  old  house  including  tJiat,  thence  to  Uxhridge  line  to 
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Jacob  Taft's  includiDg  Mm,  tlieiice  to  Levi  Young's  including  him,  thence 
to  Jesse  Tourtelotle's  iucluding  him,  thence  to  first  mentioned  bound.  The 
remainder  of  the  0th.  District  bounded  as  follows.  Beginning  at  Timothy 
Alexander's  iucluding  him  and  Simon  Alexander,  thence  to  David  Legg's 
including  him,  thence  on  Uxbrirtge  line  until  it  comes  directly  west  of  the 
Widow  Warfleld's  house,  tlieuce  to  Asa  Blake's  including  him,  thence  to 
Benjamin  Blake's  including  luni  and  his  son  Znccbeus,  thence  to  the  first 
mentioned  bouud. 

lOlli.  District.  Beginning  at  Uxhridge  line  directly  west  of  the  Widow 
Warfleld's  house,  tlience  to  Benjamin  Blake's  excluding  him,  thence  to 
Matliew  Darling's  including  him  thence  loutli  to  the  Great  River  (Black- 
stone,)  thence  up  stream  said  iivei  till  it  comes  to  Uxbndge  line  tlience  to 
firat  mentioned  bound. 

Ilth.  District  Beginnmg  at  Dam  Swamp  road  wheie  tlie  Paiish  line 
crosses,  thence  to  Timothj  Alesandei  s  excluding  him  thence  to  Benja- 
min Blake's  excluding  him  tlience  to  the  loid  south  of  said  Benjamin 
Blake's  house,  thence  to  Gideon  Tlmvers  including  him  thence  east  to 
Hop  Brook  bridge,  tlience  up  «tieam  "iftid  biook  to  the  first  mentioned 
bound. 

13th.  District.  Begionmg  at  Geoige  Giskiil  s  including  him  thence  to 
Conwell  (Cogswell)  Chase  including  him,  thence  up  stieam  to  the  Great 
rivei'  until  it  cornea  south  of  Matliew  Darling's  house,  thence  to  Jacob  Al- 
drieh's  including  him,  thence  to  Gideon  Tliayer's  excluding  him,  thence  to 
first  mentioned  bound. 

13th.  District,  Beginning  at  Uxbridge  line  where  it  crosses  the  Great 
river,  thence  down  sti'eam  the  Great  river  to  the  Colony  line,  thence  west 
on  said  Colony  line  to  Uxbridge  line,  thence  on  Uxbridge  line  to  the  bound 
first  mentioned. 

N.  B.  Upon  the  petition  of  a  number  of  Friends  hei-eatter  named,  we 
report  that  they  draw  their  proportion  of  the  School  uumey  and  se/wrf  the 
same  i^reeable  to  their  own  discretion.  The  names  of  the  petitioners  are 
as  follows,  viz:  Daniel  Cook,  Joaiali  Shove,  Edward  Southwick,  Daniel 
Southwick,  Jacob  Bartlett,  Benedict  Bemington,  Seth  Kelly,  George  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Joseph  Southwick  jr.,  Jonathan  Fowler,  John  Southwick, 
Asa  Smitli,  George  Smith  jr.  Lawrence  So  nth  wick's  family  to  be  schooled 
with  the  petitioners. 

Signed  by  the  Committee,  Joseph  Allen,  Edward  Thompson,  Benjamin 
Tliuyer,  Benjamin  Blake,  Daniel  Taft,  Abraham  Staples,  Jacob  Aldrich, 
Benjamin  Thayer  jr.,  Asa  Smith  and  Luke  Aldricli. 

May  11.  Benjamin  Kend  was  chosen  Eepresentative  to  the 
Great  and  General  Court. 

Sept.  19.  Voted  that  tJie  Treasurer  be  directed  to  loan  the 
money  that  ai-ises  from  the  sale  of  the  State  Securities,  he  being 
under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen. 
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Voted  uot  to  build  a  Hchool  house  in  eaeli  district. 

Voted  to  pay  Dr.  Levi  Willai-d  for  doctoring  the  poor  of  tlic 

J)y.  Williird  lived  in  tlie  house  now  owned  by  Dennis  Holcriin. 


1792.  March  5.  Oliose  Seth  Chapin,  Town  Clerk;  Dr.  Jo- 
seph Adams,  Capt.  Daniel  Taft,  Enos  Taft,  Ichahod  Cook  and 
John  Hayward,  Selectmen;  Andrew  Petera,  Esq.,  Treaearev; 
Capt.  Wm.  Torrey  and  Benjamin  Blake,  Constables;  Tithing- 
men,  James  Lovett  and  Edward  Thompson;  John  Crooks,  Deer 
Reeve;  Luke  Aldrich,  Surveyor  of  Hemp;  and  Seth  Davenport, 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures.     Adjourned  to  April  %. 

Api'il  2.  Voted  to  raise  one  hundred  pounds  to  repair  high- 
ways and  bridges  in  said  town  the  ensiting  year. 

Voted  that  Dr.  Joseph  Adams,  as  a  Selectman,  together  with 
tl]e  Town  Clerk,  be  directed  to  seai'ch  the  records  to  see  if  there 
was  any  allowance  for  a  road  through  the  land  of  Ensign  John 

Legg,  late  of ,  deceased,  that  has  been  taken  up  by  the 

town,  and  make  report  at  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting. 

The  reason  of  this  vote  was  that,  in  the  original  laying  out  of 
lands  -to  individuals,  reservations  for  roads  were  sometimes  made, 
should  the  town  see  fit  at  any  time  to  locate  a  road  over  the 
grant. 

At  this  time  the  Highway  and  the  Scliool  Districts  were  iden- 
tical, and  as  at  this  meeting  the  Seventh  District  was  divided, 
there  were  fourteen  Highway  and  School  Districts  in  the  town 
at  that  time. 

Made  choice  of  Levi  Alhee  us  Pound  Keeper,  being  the  first 
person  chosen  to  that  office. 

Voted  to  give  the  powder  that  was  drawn  out  of  tiie  town's 
stock  by  the  militia  officers  of  this  town,  and  burnt  by  the  sol- 
diers at  the  general  muster  in  September  last. 

Dr.  Joseph  Adams  was  chosen  agent  to  caii'y  on  a  suit  against 
tlie  town  of  TTxhridge  for  the  support  of  Job  Keith's  family, 

CHOICE   OF    STATE 


For  Govei-Qor,  Samuel  Phillips  Esq.  liad  35. 
'■  '■  John  HaDCOclt  Esq.       "      5. 

■'  Lt,   ■'  Samuel  Adams  "    46, 
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Senators,  Samuel  Baker,  37.  Abel  Wilder,  39.  Jona.  WaiTen,  39. 
Tirao.  Newell,  J3.  Benj.  Read,  8.  Nathan  Tyler,  3,  Dwight  Foster,  15. 
Andrew  Petera,  18.    Josiali  Slems,  1.    Moses  Gill,  2, 

May  16,  Chose  Benjamin  Read,  Esq,,  Eepresentative  to  the 
General  Court, 

Voted  £40  for  town  eliai-ges,  and  £100  for  seliooling. 

Aug.  33.  Chose  Andrew  Peters,  agent,  to  oppose  the  a<!cept- 
ance  of  a  road  laid  out  by  the  Conrt's  committee,  from  the 
buiying  ground  to  the  liouse  where  Levi  Albee  now  lires.  At 
this  time  the  Court  of  Sessions,  exercised  the  authority,  as  re- 
garded roads,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Commiasionei-s. 

Sept.  17,  Voted  not  to  allow  a  small  pox  hospital  to  be  set  up 
in  the  town. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  call  upon  Edward  Rawson,  Esq.,  of 
Leicester,  (he  having  removed  to  that  town,)  to  deliver  uj>  all 
the  papers  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  Town  of  Mendon, 

Nov.  3.  Federal  Eepreeeutativee  and  Electors  chosen  by 
general  tickets,. and  the  votes  given  in  were  as  follows,  viz: — 

Ml-  Bepi-eaeataUm*  to  Cfejiiflvsas— WiDiam  HeaiJi,  Esq.,  32.  Jonathan 
"Warner,  Esq.,  32.  Artemas  Ward,  Esq.,  83.  Samuel  Lyman,  Esq.,  88. 
Tlieodore  Sedgwick,  Esq.,  33. 

Fof  EUetors  of  Pi-eeident  and  Viee  i¥e»!«ert(— Abel  Wilder,  Esq.,  31. 
Benj.  Read,  Esq.,  20.  Wm.  Sliepard,  Esq.,  35.  David  Smeed,  Esq.,  25. 
Tliomas  Skinner,  Esq.,  35.  Seth  Davenport,  Esq.,  5.  Caleb  Ammidon, 
Esq.,  5. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  call  in  the  interest  diie  on  the  bonds 
that  were  given  in  Dec.  last,  and  loan  it  to  such  persons  as  the 
Selectmen  shal]  direct. 

Voted  that  inoculation  for  the  small  pox  may  be  cai'ried  on 
under  the  restrictions  required  by  law,  and  that  Dr.  Joseph 
Adams  have  the  care  of  the  hospitals. 

Voted  the  time  for  inoculating  be  sixty  days  from  the  time  it 


1793.  Jan.  14.  Agreeable  to  a  precept  fi-om  His  Excellency 
John  Hancock,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  at  a  town 
meeting  held  this  day,  for  two  members  of  Coiigi'ess, 

Samuel  Lyman,  for  the  County  of  Hampshii'e,  had  86  votes. 

Dwight  Foster,  for  the  District  at  large,  had  35  votes. 
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It  is  presumed  that  this  meeting  was  to  fill  vafiaueies  by  fail- 
ni-e  to  elect  at  the  first  electionj  as  Samuel  Lyman  was  a  candi- 
date at  both  elections. 

March  4.  Chose  Seth  Chapiii,  Town  Clerk;  Dan  Aldrich, 
John  Benson,  Seth  Chapin,  Benj.  Thayer,  Jr.,  and  Oliver  Car- 
penter, Selectmen;  Andrew  Peters,  Esq.,  Town  Treasurer;  Wil- 
liam Torrey  and  Benj.  Blake,  Constables. 

iMay  6.  Raised  £120  for  town  charges,  £80  for  schooling,  and 
£150  for  highways  and  bridges.  Work  to  he  three  shillings  pei' 
day  until  Oct.  1;  after  that  to  be  two  shillings  per  day. 

April  1.  VOTES   FOB   STATE   OFFICERS. 

For  Governor,  John  Hancock  liad  40  votes: 

Elbridge  Gerry    "      1      " 
For  Lt.  Goveraor,  Samuel  Adams  had  54  votes. 
For  Senators  and  GmneiUors — Moses  Gill  had  47  votes.     Samuel  Baker 
liad  18  votes.    Jonathan  Warner  had  53  votes.     Timothy  Newell  had  53 
votea.     Elijah  Brigham  had  93  votes.     Benjamin  Bead  had  80  votes.     Jo- 
siaJi  St«rnea  had  37  votes.    Philip  Amidown  had  5  votes. 

Having  failed  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Congressional  dele- 
gation at  the  meeting  in  January,  the  town  again  voted,  and 
with  the  following  result: 

Samuel  Lyman  had  63  votes.         DwigLt  Foster  had  73  votes. 

Voted  to  aecept  the  report  of  a  committee  of  fifteen,  of  which 
Dr.  Joseph  Adams  was  chairman,  concerniug  the  division  of  the 
school  money,  and  which  is  as  follows,  viz: — 

"  Provided  £100  be  raised  for  schooling,  that  £10  he  struck  ofE  and  that 
£90  be  divided  according  to  the  number  of  scholars  in  ea«h  District,  and 
that  the  £10  struck  ofE  shall  be  added  to  the  Districts  which  are  or  may  be 
injured  by  the  way  of  dividing  it  by  the  number  of  seholai's,  or  so  much  of 
tliat  sum  as  may  do  tliem  justice,  and,  if  any  remain,  then  to  be  equally 
divided  by  the  number  of  scholars  in  each  District,  by  the  Selectmen." 

Voted  to  hire  a  house  for  the  poor  the  ensuing  year. 
May  6.     Chose  Benjamin  Read,  Representative  to  the  Genei'al 
Cottrt. 

Voted  to  petition  the  General  Court  to  have  the  line  straight- 
ened between  "Mendon  and  Upton,  and  Andrew  Peters  to  make 
a  plan  showing  the  proposed  alteration,  and  report  at  an  ad- 
journed meeting. 
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May  36.  Chose  Setli  Chapin  and  Col.  Philip  Ammidown  a 
committee  to  present  a  petition  to  the  General  Coni-t  for  the 
alteration  of  the  Mendon  and  Upton  line. 

August  36.  Voted  to  i-aise  £15  to  make  the  road  recentlj' 
laid  out  by  the  Court's  committee,  by  Ool  Peters'. 

Voted  to  raise  £60,  £35.138,  to  be  assessed  on  the  polls  and 
estates  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  balance  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
interest  money  due  the  town.  By  a  note  upon  the  back  of  the 
wan'ant  it  is  found  that  this  sum  of  ,£60  was  to  pay  Mr.  Ellery 
and  George  Aldrieh  for  land  damages  by  reason  of  the  location  of 
the  road.  This  road  extended  from  neai-ly  oppposite  the  old 
liouse  of  N,  R.  George  to  opposite  the  honae  of  Austin  A.  Taft, 
and  is  the  present  travelled  road. 

Benjamin  Bead  was  chosen  agent  to  settle-  with  Dr.  Eichai-d- 
son  for  the  support  of  Lyinau  Thayer,  one  of  the  poor. 

Taxes  against  Nathaniel  Scott,  Isaac  Lawrence,  Wheelock 
Wood  and  Daniel  Cook  to  the  amount  of  £l,10s.7d.  were  forc- 


1794.  March  3.  Chose  Seth  Chapin,  Town  (.lerk;  Seth 
Ohapiu,  Lt.  John  Benson,  Oliver  Carpenter,  Benj.  Thayer,  Jr., 
and  Baruch  Penniraan,  Selectmen;  Seth  Hastings,  Esq.,  Treas- 
urer; Dr.  Joseph  Adams  and  John  Dai'ling,  Constables. 

Raised  £150  for  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges,  and  voted 
that  a  man  shall  have  three  shillings  a  day  and  three  shillings  a 
day  for  a  yoah  of  oxen  till  the  last  of  September,  and  then  two 
shillings  a  day  until  March  1,  next. 

Voted  to  raise  £600  to  build'a  school  house  in  each  District, 
and  that  the  Selectmen  shall  order  the  Assessors  to  assess  the 
same  immediately. 

Voted  that  each  District  shall  drawtheir  own  money  that  they 
pay  towards  the  abovesaid  £600,  towards  building  or  repairing  a 
school  house. 

Seth  Davenport,  Philip  Ammidon,  Oliver  Carpenter,  Moses 
Daniels,  Aaa-on  Thayer,  Ichabod  Cook,  Saml.  Fairbanks,  Bnos 
Taft,  Darins  Daniels,  Benj.  Read,  Esq.,  Lt.  John  Benson, 
George  Gaskill,  Ebeu'.  Taft,  Alexander  Wilson  and  Asa  Smith 
were  chosen  a  committee  "  to  inspect  the  School  houses  that  arc 
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built  in  said  Town  aiid  also  those  thitt  shall  hereafter  be  built, 
and,  in  case  any  Dieti-ict  cannot  agree  upon  the  spot  to  set  their 
School  House  on,  this  Committee  shall  fix  the  spot  upon  which 
tlie  School  House  shall  be  bnilt.  The  School  houses  are  to  be 
completed  by  the  la^t  day  of  November  next." 

Adjourned  to  April  meeting. 

April  t.  Voted  to  raise  £100  to  defray  town  charges,  and  £80 
for  schooling. 

Adjourned  to  May  13th  next,  at  tlie 

STATE    ELECTION. 

Vote  for  Governor,  Lt.  Governor  and  Senators: 

For  Gtovemor,  Samuel  Adams,  Esq.,  had     39. 

William  Cusihing,  liq.,  had  27. 

Lt.  Gov.  Moaes  Gill,  Esq. ,  had  45. 

■'  Samuel  Adams,  Esq.,  had     10. 

^natoi's— Moses  Gill,  44.  Samuel  Baiter,  01.  Jona.  Warner,  61.  .To- 
siali  Stems,  61.  BeQ],  Read,  55.  Andrew  Peters,  5.  Be^iJeel  Taft  1,  and 
Daniel  Bigelow  17. 

Chose  Benjamin  Read,  Esq.,  Representative  to  tlio  General 
Court. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed  at  the  March  meeting  to 
raise  £600  for  birilding  school  houses. 

Voted  then  to  raisfe  £300  for  the  pui'pose  of  building  or  repair- 
ing school  houses. 

Voted  not  to  sell  the  old  road  from  the  Potash  np  to  George 
Aldrich's.  Jr.,  being  the  road  on  the  south  side  of  the  Friends' 
Bvirying  Yard.  The  Potash  was  at  the  east  end  of  this  road,  on 
land  now  owned  by  Albert  \V.  (laakiD,  where  the  site  can  be 
plainly  distinguished.  By  the  word  Potash  was  meant  a  raanu- 
fsictory  of  that  article. 

Aug.  22.  In  a  warrant  for  a  town  meeting  this  day,  the  sec- 
ond article  in  the  warrant  for  the  meeting  reads  thus:  "  To  see 
if  the  town  will  pay  their  quota  of  men  ordered  to  be  raised  by 
Congress,  the  ninth  of  May  last,  any  thing  in  addition  to  their 
Continental  pay." 

Upon  this  article  it  was  "voted  to  maJre  each  man's  pay  three 
pounds  pr.  month,  with  their  Continental  pay,  provided  they 
march." 

It  was  also  "  voted  to  allow  each  soldier  twelve  shillings  tliat 
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will  enlist  into  tlie  ei  Ve  f  tl  I"t  ited  States  for  three 
months." 

No  cause  can  be  assigned  toi  this  cA\  ot  troops  by  the  G-eueral 
Government,  unless  it  was  the  feai  that  the  whiskey  insun-ec- 
tion,  then  in  progreae  m  Pennsylvania  ehoald  extend  to  other 
sections  of  the  countiy 

Sept.  11.  phose  Benj.  Read,  Esq.,  Setli  Chapin,  Lt.  John 
Benson  and  Benj.  Thayer,  Jr.,  a  committee  "to  carry  into  effect 
the  Eesolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the  36th.  of  June  last 
respecting  making  a  Survey  of  the  Town  of  Mendon." 

At  this  meeting  a  committee  was  chosen  to  fis  on  the  site  for 
a  Pound,  and  agree  with  some  person  to  build  the  same.  After 
seven  adjournments,  finally,  on  May  6,  1795,  the  town  voted  to 
raise  £10  to  build  a  Pound. 

M'ov,  3.  Voted  to  give  the  powder  that  the  soldiers  drew  out 
of  the  town's  stock  (or  the  General  Mnster  on  the  8th  of  October 
last. 

Mr  Bepremntatke  to  Gonffrms — Levi  Lincoln,  Esq.,  had  all  the  votes,  40. 

Luke  Aldrich,  Seth  Chapin  and  Col.  Philip  Ammidoii  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  join,  with  a  committee  that  may  be  chosen 
by  the  Town  of  Milford,  to  establish  the  line  and  set  np  bounds 
between  the  two  towns,  and  Nov.  27  the  two  committees  met 
(the  committee  of  Milford  being  Ephraim  Chapin  and  Ichabod 
Thayer,)  and  agreed  to  the  following 

KEPOBT. 

Mendon  Nov.  27,  1784  Then  we,  the  subscribers,  Committees  of  the 
towns  of  Mendon  and  Milford  met  and  settled  the  line  between  the  town  of 
Mendon  and  tlie  town  of  Milford,  (over  the  Nortli  Hill,  so  ctdled)  begin- 
ning Ht  a  heap  of  stones  being  the  Soutlieast  corner  of  Paul  Nelson's  land, 
thence  North  37i°  East  40  rods  to  a  walnut  tree  with  a  Leap  of  stones  round 
it,  thence  Soiitli  36^-°  East  196  rods  to  a  white  oak  tree  being  the  northwest 
comer  boimd  of  8etli  Davenport's  land,  on  llie  South  side  of  the  rood  lead- 
ing from  tlie  Widow  Tyler's  to  Milford. 

Pnii.ir  Ammidon,     1 

Seth  Chapin,  }  Com.  for  Jleiidon. 

Ldkb  Ai.pRToir,         ) 
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1795.  March  3.  Seth  Chitpin,  Town  Clerk;  Oliver  Cariieii- 
ter,  Lt.  John  Benson,  Eben''.  Ohapin,  Jr.,  Benj.  Thayer,  Jr., 
and  Nalior  Staples,  Selectmen;  Setli  Hastings,  Treasurer;  Setli 
Diivenport  and  John  Darling,  Constables;  Joseph  Ton-ey,  Pack- 
er of  Beef. 

Voted  to  raise  £100  to  defi-ay  town  charges,  £100  for  seliool- 
ing  and  £150  for  repair  of  highways  and  bridges.  The  price  for 
livbor  on  the  highways  to  be  3s.  per  day  for  a  man  and  3s.  per  day 
for  a  team  from  May  1st  to  Oct  1  and  then  2s.  per  day  for  ea«h. 

Voted  to  raise  £150  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  raised 
for  the  pnrpose  of  btiilding  a  school  house  in  each  district. 

April  6.  Voted  to  let  swine  run  at  large  the  ensuing  year  they 
being  yoked  and  ringed  according  to  law. 

Voted  that  the  Assessors  be  directed  to  call  on  the  Surveyors 
of  Highways,  the  present  year,  to  make  return  of  all  delinquents 
who  have  not  worked  ont  their  highway  tax. 

STATE   ELECTION". 

For  Governor,        Samuel  Adams  had  65  votes. 
"   Lt.  Goveroor,  Moses  Gill  "    (18    " 

Sbr  Sena/ore—Bmaati  Baker  30,  Jonathan  Warner  59,  Daniel  Bigelow  57. 
.TosiaJi  Stems  82,  Benj.  Read  58,  Elijah  Bi'jgham  3,  Levi  Lincoln  3,  Beza- 
leel  Taft  4,  and  Salem  Towne  4S. 

May  6.  Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to- call  upon  all 
those  persons  tliat  have  moved  out  of  town  and  hold  any  of  the 
town's  money,  to  pay  in  the  same  by  the  third  day  of  December 
next. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed  March  2d  last  for  nosing 
£150  in  addition  to  £600  for  building  school  houses. 

REVISION   OF   THE   CONSTITUTION. 

Upon  the  question."  of  the  necessity  and  expediency  of  revis- 
ing the  State  Constitution,"  there  were  60  yeas,  and  no  nays. 

May  6,  Benjamin  Read,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Representative  to 
the  General  Court. 

■  It  seems  the  road  from  near  William  Fi-ench's  to  Muddy  Brook 
had,  for  some  time,  been  a  source  of  contention,  and  that,  at  this 
time  there  were  fears  that  the  town  would  be  indicted.  The  road 
had  been  made  but  not  accepted,  and  hence  the  report  of  the 
Committee  which  follows,  viz: 
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"Mendon  Nov.  37,  1795.  Tlie  Committee  appointed  to  view  tlieroad  by 
William  French's  house  have  attended  that  service  and  are  of  opinioQ 
that  the  road  now  made  is  good  aud  will  be  accepted  by  the  public,  if  ap- 
plied for,  and  their  opinion  is  tn  apply  to  the  Court  of  Sessions  for  a  com- 
mittee to  view  the  same  at  the  expense  of  the  Town,  and  prevent,  if  pos- 
sible, any  presentment  against  the  town,  and  that  a  Committee  or  Agent  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose," 

Benjamin  Rbad  1 

Benjamin  '1'hayek  Jr  >  Com. 
Babuch  Penntman       ) 

Pursuant  to  the  I'eport  Benjamin  Read  was  chosen  agent. 

Voted  that  the  town  consent  that  the  town  of  Hai-vard  he 
taken  fi-om  the  County  of  Worcester  and  set  to  the  County  of 
M  iddlesex. 


1796.  March  7,  Oliose  Seth  Ohapin,  Town  Clerk;  Ebenezor 
Chjipin,  Jr.,  John  Benson,  Aai-on  Thayer;  Benjamin  Thayer, 
Jr.,  and  Samuel  Fairbanks,  Selectmen;  Oliver  Carpenter,  Treas- 
urer; John  Darling  and  Benjamin  Blake,  Constables, 

THE    FIRST   SCHOOL   COMMITTEE. 

.  Peter  Peuniman,  Seth  Hastings,  Benj.  Head,  Esq.,  Joseph 
Thayer  and  Baruch  Penniman. 

Voted  to  raise  1400.  to  defray  town  charges,  |400.  for  school- 
ing, 1500  for  roads  and  bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  one  thonsand  dollars  in  addition  to  the  sum  of 
£600  already  raised,  to  be  immediately  assessed  upon  the  old  val- 
nation. 

Voted  that  one  quarter  pai-t  of  the  money  belonging  to  tlie 
town  be  called  in,  at  the  close  of  this  year,  and  loaned  to  other 
inhabitants  as  the  Selectmen  may  direct. 

This  "town 'money"  was  what  the  town  had  taken  at  the 
different  issues  of  Bills  of  Credit,  as  they  were  called,  which 
were  loaned  by  the  State  to  the  towns,  the  interest  of  which  was 
to  be  appropriated  to  defray  town  charges. 

Old  teiior  money  was  when  the  General  Court  enacted  that  iin 
ounce  of  silver  should  be  reckoned  6s.  8d.  or  an  English  crown, 
and  that  fifty  shillings  should  be  equal  to  6s.  8d,  or  an  ounce  of 
silver.  After  March  3,  1750,  it  wae  established  that  all  business 
transactions   should   be  condneted  upon  the   hasis  that   three 
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ounces  of  silver  should  be  reckoned  as  £1  or'  twenty  Kliillinga. 
This  was  called  lawful  money. 

April  4.  STATE   ELEOTION. 

For  Gov,  Samuel  Adams       had  55  votes. 


Seiiators. — Benj.  Read  64,  Jonatlian  Warner,  Duniel  Bigelow  niid  Salem 
Towne  65  each,  josiali  Stearns  64  and  Elijah  Brigham  and  Samuel  Jones  1 

Voted  to  forego  Simeon  Haywai-d's  rate  5a.  7d.,  Isaac  Adams 
Greene's  rate  Ss.  3d.  and  John  Green  White's  rate  Is.  ^d. 

Benjamin  Blake  chosen  Collector  of  Taxes,  and  to  collect  the 
same  for  115.00  for  the  pi'esent  year,  provided  he  procure  snffl- 
cient  bondsmen, 

Benjamin  Blake  was  also  chosen  Constable. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  settle  with  Benj.  Blake  for  collect- 
ing the  loan. 

This  loan  money  was  money  received  from  the  State  to  be 
loaned  to  the  inhabitants,  the  interest  of  which  could  be  nsed  to 
defi'ay  municipal  chai'ges. 

May  11.  ,Benj.  E«ad,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Eepresentative  to  the 
Genei'al  Court. 

The  second  ai'ticle  in  the  wai'rant  was  in  these  words: 

"  To  Bee  if  tlie  Town  will  petition  the  Bepresentatives  in  Congress  to  car- 
ry the  Treaty  made  hy  tlie  Supreme  Executive  of  the  United  States  with 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  into'  fair  and  honoi'ahle  effect,  agi'eeable  to  a  re- 
quest of  a  niimher  of  the  Inhabitauta  of  the  town  of  Boston." 

Upon  this  article  it  was  voted  to  pctss  it  over  which  was  equiv- 
alent to  its  rejection,  as  it  was  not  again  called  up. 

After  an  adjournment  of  ten  minutes  it  was  voted  to  raise  £30  in 

addition  to  what  had  already  been  raised  to  defray  town  charges, 

and  that  the  Selectmen,  at  their  discretion,  might  shut  up  any 

.  pai-t  of  the  road  fi'om  Wilham  Fi-ench's  to  the  house  where  Israel 

Hill  lives,  and  then  the  meeting  was  dissolved. 

Augnst  8.  Chose  Philip  Ammidon  and  Seth  Hastings  Esqrs. 
to  proceed  to  Ashford  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  or  elsewhere 
in  said  State  to  meet  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  that  State 
to  BuiTcy  and  lay  out  a  road  from  Hartford  to  the  line  of  this 
Commonwealth  or  to  the  State  of  Ehode  Island.      This  was  the 
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beginning  of  tlie  Boston  and  Hai-tford  Tunipike,  wliioli  was  af- 
terwai-ds  continued  in  this  State  pursaant  to  the  petition  of  Phil- 
ip Ammidon,  Benj.  Kead,  Aaron  Mai^sh,  James  Mellen,  Mosea 
Whitney,  Satnnel  Willard,  Benj.  Adams,  Paul  Dudley,  Benj. 
Craggin,  John  Miller,  David  Fariium  Jr.,  Adolphus  Spring, 
Samuel  Bead,  John  Oapron,  Asa  Ttnijer,  Job  Knapp,  Seth 
White,  Timothy  Craggin,  Ebenezer  Spring,  Peter  White,  Fred- 
eric Taft,  Daniel  Carpenter,  Daniel  Tillinghast  &  Co.,  Israel  Aid- 
rich,  John  Whiting,  Daniel  Day,  Beuj  Thayer,  Abijah  Keith) 
Benj.  Wood,  Obadiah  Wood,  Seth  Eaweon,  Ezekiel  Wood,  Asa 
White,  Abel  Aldrieh,  Benj.  Thwing,  Benj.  Thwing  Jr.,  Stephen 
Williams,  Joel  Sibley,  Joseph  Eist,  Beuj.  Legg,  Benj.  Thayer  3d, 
Amory  Wood,  and  their  assooiatea  who  were  organized  under 
the  laws  of  this  State,  as  the  "  Ninth  Massachusetts  Turnpike 
Corporation,"  to  build  a  road  from  the  Conuecticut  line,  at 
Thompson,  to  the  east  line  of  the  Town  of  Bellingham,  with 
the  privilege  of  two  toll-gates,  one  near  the  house  of  Dr.  John 
Scammell  in  Bellingham,  east  of  the  Taunton  road,  and  the  oth- 
er a  little  west  of  tlie  meeting  hoijse  in  Doiiglass. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  yeai-  1785  the  towns  of 
Douglass,  Mendou  and  Bellingham  petitioned  the  General  Court 
for  the  grant  of  a  lottery  to  repair  the  Hai-tford  road  through 
those  towns.  That  project  failed,  for  although  the  petitioners, 
at  a  Genei'al  Court  held  Feb.  17,  1785,  had  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill,  it  is  not  learned  that  they  did  so.  It  was  proposed  to  raise 
£750  by  this  lottery. 

The  Boston  and  Hartford  Turnpike  (the  9th  Mass.  Turnpike) 
was  built  about  this  time,  bnt  it  is  understood  that  the  stock- 
holders never  received  a  dividend  in  Massachusetts,  In  1826 
there  was  a  toll  gate  near  the  house  where  Moses  Aldrieh  now 
lives,  hut  as  the  turnpike  was  not  kept  in  good  repair,  travellers 
sometimes  failed  to  pay  the  toll,  and  the  fi-anehise  was  soon 
aftei-wai'ds  abandoned  and  the  i-oad  was  laid  ont  by  the  Coimty 
Commissioners  of  Worcester  County  as  a  county  road.  As  the 
town  of  Milford  was  not  notified  when  the  tiimpike  was  laid  out 
and  accepted  as  a  county  road  by  the  Commissioners,  that  por- 
tion of  the  tunipike  within  the  limits  of  that  town  is  supposed 
to  be  all  that  is  left  of  the  Boston  and  Hartford  Turnpike  in 
Massachusetts. 
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Oot.  'd.  A  town  meeting  was  called  to  see  if  tlie  town  would, 
fui'nisli  powder  to  the  militia  to  be  used  at  the  regimental  re- 
view, to  be  lield  October  6th, 

Peter  Penniman  was  cliosen  Moderator  of  this  meeting,  and 
the  town  voted  that  each  soldier  shoiild  have  six  ounces  for  the 
occasion. 

Nov.  7.  lb)'  an  Elector  qf  PreiideM  and  Viix  PresideiU — Levi  Lincoln 
liadM  votes.    Joseph  Alien  had  1  vote. 

Fbr  B^'eseitiatixe  to  Chngress — Levi  Lincoln  had  41  votes.  Dwiglit  Fos- 
ter had  3  votes. 

At  this  meeting  Benj,  Thayer,  Jr.,  was  chosen  to  expend  $20 
in  repairing  the  bridge  by  Jesse  Dariing's  mills, 

Ownei'ship  in  a  pew  in  the  church  can  now  be  tninsterred  by 
an  ordinary  bill  of  sale.      It  was  not  so,  however,  eighty  years 
ago,  as  may  be  learned  by  a  perusal  of  the  following  Deed : 
"Know  all  People  to  whom  these  P  esents  hall  come  — G  eel  ng. 

Kuow  ye  that  I,  Thomas  Stone  of  M  ndoo  tl  e  Co  nty  of  Wor- 
cester and  Commonwealth  of  Massact  tL  Ha  te  fo  and  i  cousidei'a- 
tion  of  three  pounds  Lawful  Money  to  me  n  hand  befo  e  the  ensealing 
hei'cof  well  and  truly  pdd  by  Peter  Thompson  and  Par  Ion  Aldrich  of  the 
same  Mendon  &c.  yeomen,  the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge 
and  myself  therewith  fully  satisfied  and  contented  and  the  eof,  and  every 
part  and  parcel  thereof,  do  exonerate  acqu  t  and  d  icharge  them  the  said 
Thompson  and  Aldrich  tlieir  heirs,  exec  tors  fee  foey^  ly  these  presents 
have  given,  granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  conveyed  and  confirmed,  and 
by  these  presenls  do  ti'uly  and  absolutely  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell,  alienate, 
convey  and  conflrm  to  them  the  said  Thompson  and  Aldrich  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  forever,  one  moiety  or  full  half  part  of  a  certain  Pew,  situate 
in  the  First  Parish  Meeting  House,  in  s^d  Mendon,  and  is  bounded  as  fol- 
lows viz: — northerly  by  the  north  side  of  said  house,  westerly  by  a  pew 
belonging  to  John  Penniman  and  tlie  heirs  of  John  Penniman,  late  of  swd 
Mendon,  dec^,  southerly  by  the  alley  or  pass  way  leading  from  the  north 
door  of  said  house  to  the  east  gallery  steps  of  SMd  house  and  easterly  by  a 
pew  belonging  to  Zebulun  Goss,  and  it  is  the  intent  and  meaning  of  Hie 
grantor  to  sell  and  convey  the  east  half  of  the  above  described  pew  and  to 
have  and  to  hold  the  said  gi'anted  and  bargained  premises,  with  all  the  ap- 
purtenances, privileges  and  accommodations  to  the  same  belonging  or  in 
any  wise  appertMning  to  them  tlie  said  Peter  Thompson  and  Pardon  Al- 
drich their  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  to  their  own  proper  use,  benefit  and 
behoof  forever,  and  I,  the  said  Thomas  Stone  for  myself,  my  heirs,  execu- 
tors and  adminiwtrators  do  covenant,  promise  and  gi'ant  to  and  with  them 
the  said  Thompson  and  Aldrich,  their  lieira  and  assigns,  that  before  the 


dbyGOOgIC 


1797.]  ANNALS    OF    MENDON.  459 

ensealing  hereof  I  was  the  true,  sole  and  lawful  ownei'  of  the  above  bar- 
gained premises  and  was  lawfully  siezed  of  and  possessed  of  the  same  in 
my  own  proper  right  as  a  good,  perfect  and  absolute  estate  of  inheritanee, 
in  fee  simple,  and  have  in  myself  good  right,  full  power  and  lawful  autliori- 
ty  to  grant,  bargain,  sell  and  convoy  and  conflrm  said  bai'gained  premises 
in  manner  aforesaid,  and  Utat  they  the  said  Peter  Thcmpson  and  the  said 
Pai'don  Aldrich  their  heirs  and  assigns  shall  and  may,  from  time  to  time, 
and  at  all  times  and  forever  hereafter,  by  force  and  virtue  of  these  presents, 
lawfully,  peaceably  and  quietly  have,  hold,  use,  occupy,  possess  and  enjoy 
the  said  demised  and  bargained  premises  with  all  the  appurtenances,' free 
and  clear  and  freely  and  clearly  exonerated,  acquitted  and  discharged  of 
from  all  and  all  manner  of  former  or  other  gifts,  grants,  bargains,  sales, 
leases,  mortgages,  judgments,  executions  &c  of  what  name  or  nature 
soever,  that  might,  in  any  measure  or  degree  obstruct  or  make  void  this 
present  deed:— furthermore,  I  the  said  Thomas  Stone  for  myself,  my  heirs, 
executors  &c.  do  covenant  and  engage  the  above  demised  premises  to  them 
the  said  Thompson  and  Aidrich,  tiieir  heirs  and  assigns  against  the  lawful 
claims  or  demands  of  any  persons  whatsoever  forever  hereafter  to  waiTant, 
secure  and  defend  the  same  by  these  presents. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  thirteenth 
day  of  April  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety  six. 

Thomas  Stonr  [ij.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in    , 

presence  of  Joseph  Fox 

Philip  Ammidon 

Worcester  ss.  Feb.  6.  1797 

Thomas  Stone  acknowledged  the  within  written  insti'ument  to  be  his  free 
act  and  deed 

Before  me,  Pbtrr  Pennimak,  Justice  of  tlie  Peace, 

Received  at  Mendon  Feb.  6.  1797  and  Recorded  by  me 

Attest,  Beth  Chapin,  Town  Clerk. 


1797.  Mai'cli  6.  At  0.  town  meeting  cliose  Sutli  Cliapiii, 
Town  Clerk;  Philip  Animidou,  Benj.  Read,  Oliver  Carpenter, 
Samuel  Wai-fleld  and  Nalior  Staples,  Selectmen;  Oliver  Car- 
penter, Treasurer,  and  Benj.  Blake,  Oonstatle. 

Voted  to  liire  a  Collector  the  present  year,  and  to  give  Angns- 
tiia  Neat  #1&.00  for  collecting  the  taxes  the  current  year.  For 
some  reason  Angiistus  Neat  did  not  collect  the  taxes  as  after- 
wards Benjamin  Blake  was  chosen  to  collect  them  for  (S35.00. 

Seth  Hastings,  Esq.,  was  chosen  agent  to  maintain  an  action 
brought  by  Mendon  against  the  town  of  Bellingbam. 
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April  3.  STATE   ELECTION. 

For  Governor,  .Tames  Siilliyan  had.      38  voWs, 
"        Increase  Sumner  had    18    " 
"    Lt.  Gov.    Moaes  Gill  had  53    " 

Fm'  Senators — SaJem  Town,  Daniel  Bigelow  and  Levi  Lincoln  had  47 
each.  Elijah  Brigham,  46!  Beuj.  Read,  84.  Bezaleel  Taft,  13,  and  Sam- 
uel Flagg  and  Josiah  Steams,  1  each. 

Ill  years  past  appropriationa  had  been  made  for  building  school 
houses  ill  the  several  districts,  and  it  is  supposed  they  were 
nearly  or  quite  completed.  Enoa  Taft,  Peter  Pennimmi  and 
Benjamin  Thayer,  Jr.,  were  chosen  a  committee  to  audit  the 
accounts  of  the  committees  in  the  several  School  Districts,  who 
have  built  the  school  housee  in  the  same,  and  also  to  see  whether 
the  money  has  been  laid  out  in  a  proper  manner,  and  to  report 
to  the  town  at  the  next  meeting  wliat  farther  sum  may  be  neces- 
aary  to  complete  them. 

Voted  to  give  Benjamin  Blake  twenty-five  dollars  for  collect- 
ing the  taxes  tlie  present  year,  he  procuring  sufficient  bondsmen 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  that  service. 

Voted  to  raise  $400  for  schooling  the  present  year. 

Voted  to  raise  1500  for  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges. 

Voted  that  the  Sui-veyorsof  Highways  be  the  collectors  of  high- 
way taxes  the  present  yeai-. 

Voted  to  allow  4s,  per  day  for  a  man,  and  the  same  for  a  yoke 
of  oxen  and  cart;  that  one  half  tlie  tax  be  worked  out  by  the 
first  day  of  July  next,  and  the  remaining  half  by  the  first  day  of 
October  next,  and  that  ten  hours  be  considered  a  day's  work. 

May  1,     Voted  to  raise  $800  to  defray  town  charges. 

Voted  to  allow  William  French  seven  dollai's  for  damages  for 
the  road  laid  out  through  his  land  by  the  town's  committee. 

Voted  to  raise  $666  in  addition  to  the  various  sums  heretofore 
raised  for  the  puii)0se  of  building  and  finishing  school  housee  in 
said  town. 

Voted  that  Benjamin  Read  Esq.,  Philip  Ammidon,  Esq., 
and  Seth  Hastings,  Esq.,  be  a  committee  to  meet  the  Court's 
committee,  that  are  appointed  by  the  General  Court  to  view  the 
several  roads  from  the  Connecticut  line  to  Boston. 

Voted  to  take  all  the  money  now  loaned  by  the  town,  both 
interest  and  principal,  to  defi'ay  town  charges,  which  will  be- 
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come  due  Dec.  1,  next,  excepting  two  thousand  dollars,  wliieli 
,  shall  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer. 

FOR   REPEESENTATIVE  TO   THE    GENERAL   POURT. 
BeDJamiii  Head  had         53  votes. 
Philip  Ammidon  had      38    " 

This  is  ihejirst  instance  when  there  was  more  than  one  candi- 
date for  Representative,  so  far  as  the  record  ahoiFs. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  view  the  several  roads 
in  the  town  that  are  encroached  by  the  inliabitants  of  the  town, 
and  proceed  so  far  in  the  matter  ae  they  shall  think  best. 

Oct,  6.     The  second  article  in  the  warrant  was  as  follows,  viz: 

"To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  give  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  to  the 
soldiers  now  to  he  'draughted,' by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  as  wages  or  bounty,  t«  encourage  them  to  march  or  hold  themselves 
in  readiness  to  march." 

John  Adams  was  at  this  time  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  our  relations  with  France  were  so  uncertain,  especially  after 
Jay's  treaty  with  England,  that  it  was  thought  best  to  be  pre- 
pared for  the  belligerent  attitude  of  the  French  Directory. 
Hence  this  call  for  men;  but,' so  far  as  is  known,  none  were 
called  to  march. 

Upon  this  article  the  town  first  voted  its  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, but  afterwards,  at  the  same  meeting,. that  vote  was  recon- 
sidered, and  it  was  voted  "  to  give  each  soldier  that  shall  muster, 
on  muster  day,  one  dollai-,  and  nine  dollai's  to  each  soldier  that 
shall  march  into  actual  service."  At  this  time  party  feeling  ran 
high.  Mr.  Adams  was  supposed  to  be  more  favorable  to  Eng- 
land, althongh  he  had  issued  the  call  for  troops,  than  to  Fi-ance, 
and,  upon  this  point,  the  couiitiy  was  divided.  The  first  vote 
of  indefinite  postponement  was  probably  carried  by  those  favor- 
able to  France,  but,  upon  further  consideration,  the  vote  was 
reconsidered  and  the  bounty  and  pay  was  agreed  to. 


1798.  March  5.  Seth  Chapin  was  chosen  Town  Clerk; 
Piiilip  Ammidon,  John  Benson,  Lnke  Aldrieh,  Jr.,  Seth  Kelley, 
Jr.,  and  Ezra  Allen,  Selectmen;  Oliver  Carpenter,  Treasnrer; 
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Benjamin  Blake  and  Doct.  Joseph  Adams,  Constables;  Dr. 
Joseph  Adams,  Oolleetor,  and  to  be  paid  for  that  sei-vice  twenty- 
fonr  dollai's. 

Voted  to  raise  1700  for  repair  of  highways  and  bridges,  and  to 
allow  seventy  cents  per  day  for  work. 

Voted  that  the  school  money  be  divided  in  each  district  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  scholars  in  each  district. 

Voted  that  all  persons  chosen  and  employed  by  the  town  shall 
exhibit  their  accounts  to  the  town  for  allowance. 

Voted  that  any  person  having  any  of  the  town's  money  in  their 
hands,  who  shall  neglect  to  pay  in  the  annual  interest  and  such 
part  of  the  principal  as  the  town  shall  see  fit  to  call  in  at  the 
day  the  year  is  out,  the  Treasurer  shall  be  ordered  to  pvoscciite 
said  bonds  and  collect  them  in  and  loan  to  other  persona;  and 
said  persons  so  prosecuted  are  to  be  prohibited  from  ever  having 
any  of  said  money  afterwards. 

Voted  that  town  meetings  shall  hereafter  be  warned  by  posting 
up  notifications  at  each  parish  meeting  house. 

Voted  that  every  person  having  demands  against  the  town 
shall  apply  for  settlement  within  one  yeai'.   , 

April  3.  STATE   ELECTION. 

For  Governor,  Increase  Sumner  had    18  votes. 
"  "        James  Sullivan  had      37    " 

"    Lt.Gov.     Moses  Gill  had  31     " 

William  Heath  had        33     " 
For  Ssntfora— Josiah  8tea™s  and  Salem  Towne  had  48  each.     Levi  Lin- 
coln, 33.      Beialeel  Taft,  46.      John  Sprague,  S9.      Benjamin  Joslin,   15. 
Benj.  Blake,  6,  and  Thomas  Hak,  12. 

On  a  proposition  to  divide  the  County  of  Worcester  the  vote 
was  found  as  follows,  viz:  Yeas  68,  nays  2. 

May  7.  Col.  Chose  Philip  Ammidon  Representative  to  the 
General  Court. 

Di'.  Joseph  Adams  to  collect  the  taxes  the  present  yeai-  foi-  the 
snm  of  twenty-four  dollai's,  he  procuring  satisfactory  bondsmen. 

Voted  to  raise  1400  to  defray  town  charges  the  current  year, 
and  $400  for  schooling.  ■ 

Swine  were  still  allowed  to  run  at  largo,  being  yoked  and 
ringed  as  the  law  directs. 

April  3.5.     At  a  town  meeting  hold  this  day,  the  second  article 
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"  To  see  if  said  Inhabitants  will  express  tlieir  minds  on  the  Gfeal,  Ques- 
tion befoi'e  Congress  respecting  arming  merchant  ships,  and  to  supplicate 
Congress  to  pass  an  act  against  arming  merchant  ships,  as  your  Petitioners 
depi'ecate  tlie  Horrors  of  War." 

Voted  to  adopt  the  Lancaster  petition  aud  the  memoriaJ  to 
Congress  respecting  arming  merchant  ships,  and  Peter  Penui- 
man,  Benj,  Read,  Dr.  Joseph  Adams,  John  Benson  and  Oapt. 
William  Torrey  were  chosen  a  committee  lo  foi-ward  the  same  to 
Congress. 

It  seems  that  the  petition  of  Lancaster  and  Mendon  did  not 
prevail  with  Congress,  as  by  a  vote,  on  page  344  of  Bany's  His- 
toid of  Masssachnsetts,  it  is  foiind  that  Congress,  about  this 
time,  ordered  the  building  of  three  frigates,  (the  Constitution, 
United  States  and  Constellation,)  and  that  letters  of  marque 
had  been  issued  to  365  private  ai-med  vessels,  mounting  2, 733 
guns  and  manned  by  6,874  seamen. 

The  "  Horrors  of  "War  "  were  happily  averted  by  a  successful 
negotiation  with  France,  she  agreeing  to  indemnify  the  United 
States  for  the  spoliations  she  had  made  upon  our  commerce, 
Fi-auee  was  dilatoiy  in  the  settlement  of  the  claim  and  they  were 
not  liquidated  until  the  administration  of  Gen.  Jackson. 

The  doings  of  the  town,  in  this  matter,  were  directed  to  be 
published  in  the  Boston  Chronicle  and  the  Worcester  papers. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  should  get  a  guai-dian  appointed  over 
Jonathan  Pickering. 

Nov.  5.  FOB    EEPRESJilNTATlVE   IN   CONGKEHS. 

For  Jjevi  Linooin  Esq.,      34  votes, 
"  Dwight  Foster,  Esq.,  16    " 

Voted  to  allow  John  Parling  five  dollars  for  collecting  the 
school  house  tax. 

Col.  Philip  Ammidon,  Peter  Penniman  Esq.,  and  Luke  Aid- 
rich  were  chosen  a  committee  to  view  the  proposed  land  to  be  ex- 
changed with  Col,  James  Mellen,  and  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

Nov.  7.  At  an  adjourned  meeting  held  this  day  the  Commit- 
tee made  the  following  report: 

"  That  the  land  proposed  by  said  Mellen  for  exchange  begin  at  a  stake 
and  stones  at  tlie  northwest  comer  of  his  land  on  the  west  road  tlience  run- 
ning easterly  twelve  and  a  half  rods  to  a  stake  and  stones  in  the  wall  on  the 
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east  road,  aud  iucludiug  all  tlie  land  BouUiward  of  Uic  above  mentioned  line 
and  between  the  said  Bast  and  West  road,  containing,  by  the  estimation  of 
your  Committee,  one  liundred  and  Diue  rods. 

In  exchange  for  the  above  piece  of  land  your  Committee  eonceive  it  ex- 
pedient that  tlie  town  ahould  eonvey  to  the  aforeaaid  James  Jfellen  a  piece 
of  the  north  part  of  the  JVai'nHjp  .^eM,  bounded  as  follows,  viz:  Beginning 
at  the  southwest  coruer  of  said  Mcilen's  land  oa  the  east  road,  Ibeuce  run- 
ning soutJiwai'dly  nine  rodsand  three  feet  to  a  stake  and  Btones,  thence  east- 
wardly  thirteen  rod  to  a  stalte  and  atones  adjoining  said  Mellen'a  land  north- 
wardly then  and  bounded  on  said  Mellen's  land  seven  and  one  lialf  rods, 
thence  westwardly  and  bounded  on  said  Mellen's  land  thirteen  and  one  half 
rods  to  the  first  mentioned  bound." 

Which  is  submitted  by 

Peter  Penniman,  [  '-''"""""''<" 
Upon  this  repwft  tlie  Selectmen,  by  a  vote  of  tlie  town,  were 
empowered,  to  give  said  Mellen  a  quit-elaim  deerl  of  the  above 
mentioned  piece  of  land  and  also  take  a  qnit-claim  deed  of  said 
Mellen's  land. 


1799.  Mareli  4.  Chose  Seth  Chapin,  Town  Clerk;  Dr. 
Joseph  Adams,  Lt.  John  Benson,  Capt.  Aaron  Tliayer,  Setli 
Kelly,  Jr.,  aud  Ezi-a  Allen,  Selectmen;  Oliver  Carpenter,  Treas- 
urer; Seth  Davenport,  and  Ahaz.  Allen,  Constables  and  Collect- 
ors; Seth  Hastings,  Dr.  Joseph  Adams,  Baruch  Penniman,  Beiy. 
Read,  Esq.,  Dr.  Daniel  Thnrber,  Joiin  Benson  and  Ichabod  Cook, 
School  Committee. 

Voted  to  raise  $600  for  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges  and 
that  70  cents  shall  be  iillowed  for  a  day's  work. 

Voted  to  accept  of  the  list  of  names  reported  by  the  Selectmen 
to  be  put  in  the  jm-y  box. 

Voted  that  Col.  James  Mellen  shall  have  the  privilege  of  imr- 
chasing  the  land  which  the  town  is  to  receive  of  him  in  exchange 
for  part  of  the  training  field,  provided  the  town  sliall  ever  sell 
said  land,  at  the  price  the  other  part  of  the  training  field  may  be 
sold  for  according  to  the  quality  thereof. 

April  1.  Voted  to  raise  $400  for  defraying  town  charges,  and 
$400  for  schooling. 

Seth  Davenport  to  have  six  dolluj-s  for  collecting  the  town  tas- 
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ea  in  the  First  or  North  Parish  and  Ahaz  Allen  to  lutve  ten  dul- 
liii-s  for  collecting  in  the  3nd.  or  South  Parish. 
Voted  to  allow  Oliver  Carpenter's  acconnt,  viz: 
Nov.  23,  IfOS.     An  uecoimt  of  labor  done  in  making  the  road 
by  William  French's. 

Eleazer  Dauiels  3  daysliis  Oxeo  4  days  @  3s £0  14  00 

Ahaz  Allen  4  dftysft  his  oxen    4    '■  "  16  00 

Nalium  Wlieelock  5  days  his  Osen  one      " 0  13  00 

to  3  qte.  of  Rum  bought  of  Augustus  Neat 3  04 

"6    "    of  Rum       "         "  Solomon  Johnson ... , 1006 

'■  use  of  Wm.  Thayer's  Plow  to  plow  down  the  hill 6  00 

"  Myself  and  Oxen  5  days  and  boarding  part  of  the  men  1  00  00 

Errors  and  omissions  excepted i'4  01   10 

STATE   ELECTION". 
For  Governor,  Increase  Sumner,  had  4S  voles. 

William  Heath,      "    33     " 
"    Lt.  Governor,  Moses  Gill,  "    33     " 

llbr  Ssn«to)'s— Joaah  Stearas  46,  Salem  Towne,  Bezaleel  Taft  und  Thomas 
Hale  had  44  each,  Nathl.  Paine  81,  Elijah  Brigham  13,  BenJ.  Read  1,  Sam- 
uel Jones  5,  Benj.  Joalin  3,  Peter  Peuuiman  3  and  Ezra  Wood  1. 

May  6.  Col.  Philip  Ammidon,  Representative  to  the  Geueral 
Conrt. 

The  Selectmen  Wei's  directed  to  supply  aoy  deficiency  in  the 
town's  stock  oi  powder  which  the  town,  by  law,  is  required  to 
keep. 

Aug.  14.  Chose  Seth  Hastings  and  Philip  Ammidon,  Esqrs., 
to  deEend  the  suit  bronght  by  the  town  of  Uxbridge  against  the 
town  of  Mendou  to  determine  the  habitancy  and  support  oi  Cuf- 
fee  Bnshee  and  of  CufEee  Darling  and  his  wife. 


l800.  March  3.  Ohose  Setli  Chapin,  Town  Clerk;  Lt.  Joseph 
Adams,  Moses  Dauiels,  Andrew  Dexter,  Benj.  Blake  and  David 
Davenpoi't,  Selectmen;  Oliver  Cai'penter,  Treasurer,  and  Levi 
Eawson  and  John  Benson,  Constables  and  Collectors,  the  first 
for  the  North  Parish  and  second  for  the  Sonth  Pai-ish,  each  to 
have  eight  dollai-s. 

Voted  to  raise  taOO  lor  tlie  repairs  of  liigliwstys  and  bridges, 


dbyGOOgIC 


466  ANNALS    OF    MKNDON.  [1800, 

and  to  allow  eight  cents  an  hour  for  o,  m-.m  iiiid  the  sume  for  ii 
yoke  of  oxen  and  cart. 

Voted  to  raise  $400  for  achooliug  the  present  year. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  supply  a  sufficient  quantity  of  Stamp 
Papers  to  supply  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  give  no  oi'ders  to  any 
School  Master,  that  may  keep  school  in  said  town,  not  qualified 
as  the  law  directs. 

April  7.  STATE   ELECTIOX. 

For  Governor,  Elbridge  Gerry  Esq,       had  71  vote.s, 

Caleb  Strong  Esq.  "    19 

"    Lt.   Governor,  William  Heatli  Esq.        "   58      " 
MoseaGill  Esq,  "   10      " 

Fo)'  Benators  <t  CoinmUon — Hon.  Levi  Lincoln  had  40,  Hon,  Salem 
Towne  77.  Hon.  John  Whiting  &  Hon,  Bainnel  Flagg  54  eadi.  Hon, 
Samnel  Jones  56.  Hon.  Elijali  Brigliam,  Hon,  Bezaleel  Taft  &  Hon, 
Thomas  Hale30ea«li.    Hon.  JosiaJi  Steams  14  and  Hon,  Joseph  Wood  7. 

Voted  to  raise  SiSOO  for  towJi  chai'ges  the  current  year. 

May  5,  Cliose  Philip  Ammidon  Representative  to  the  General 
Court. 

The  qnalifleatiou  of  voters  was  defined  in  the  warrant  for  this 
meeting  iis  follows,  '*a  freehold  estate  within  the  Common  wealth 
of  the  annual  income  of  ten  dollars  or  any  estate  to  the  vjUue  of 
two  hundred  doUai's."  ■< 

Benj.  Read,  Seth  Kelley,  Ezra  Allen,  Joseph  Adams  and 
13enj.  Thayer,  Jr.,  were  chosen  a  committee  to  make  some  new 
mTangement  in  the  Districts  for  highways,  and  report  at  the 
next  meeting. 

This  committee  reported  thirteen  Districts  and  gave  the  bonn- 
dai'ies  to  each,  and  exempted  the  Second,  Third,  Seventh,  Eighth 
and  Fifth  Districts  from  making  any  repairs  upon  the  Boston 
and  Hartford  Tui-npike,  which  passed  through  said  districts. 
The  committee  also  reported  that  George  and  Luke  Kelly  and 
Dr.  Parkman  be  assessed  in  the  ''Sthd.  District,  and  that  Naar- 
man  Aldrich  shall  be  assessed  in  the  9th.  District  for  highway 
taxes."    These  persons  were  non-residents. 

May  5.  The  following  roads,  which  hsid  been  laid  out  by  the 
Selectmen,  were  accepted,  viz: — 
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A  road  from  Northbridge  line  near  where  John  Walker  lately  lived  to 
the  County  road  leading  over  School  brook  to  West  Hill. 

Another  road  from  Quisset  brook  (so  palled)  to  the  road  leading  by  E/.in 
Ailea's. 

Another  of  two  rods  wide  from  Asa  Pletclier's  to  the  road  leading  over 
Wigwam  HUl  {so  called). 

June  5.     The  only  article  in  the  waiTant  was — 

,u,  by 


Benjamin  Read,  Esq.,  was  chosen  an  agent  to  oppose  the  ;ic- 
ceptance  of  the  road  leading  from  Mendon  to  Milford.  This 
was  the  road  now  leading  from  the  house  of  Silas  Dudley  to  the 
eoraer  at  Henry  L.  Patrick's  store,  by  the  house  of  Samuel 
Walkei-. 

REPRESENTATIVE    TO    CONGRESS. 

The  qualifications  of  voters  for  this  election  were  stated  in  the 
warrant  to  be  that  the  person  claiming  to  vote  must  be  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  a  resident  of  the  town  for  one  year  next  pre- 
ceding the  day  of  election,  to  he  possessed  of  a  freehold  within 
the  town  of  the  annual  income  of  three  pounds,  or  any  estate  to 
the  value  of  sixty  pounds. 

The  votes  were  for  Levi  Lincoln,  Esq..  06.  Hnth  Hastings,  Esq.,  18. 
Pliny  Merrick,  Esq.,  1.     Bezaleel  Taft,  Esq.,  1. 

This  election  was  held  to  supply  a  yaoaucy  consequent  upon 
the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Dwight  Foster,  who  had  been  elected 
a  Senator  in  Congress. 

Aug.  25.  No  choice  having  been  made  at  the  first  trial, 
another  trial  was  had  this  day  and  with  the  following  result: 

Hon.  Levi  Lincoln  liad  68  votes,  Hon.  Seth  Hastings  had  S3  votes. 
Hon.  Salem  Towne  had    1  only. 

Nov.  3.  Voted  Lt.  John  Bensoji,  Benj.  TJiajer,  Jr.,  and 
Eara  Allen  be  a  committee  to  repair  the  bridge  by  Jesse  Dar- 
ling's mills,  to  get  what  subscriptions  they  can,  to  get  out  the 
timber  next  winter,  and  to  see  how  cheap  they  can  get  the 
bridge  built  by  the  job. 

Voted  that  the  selectmen  be  directed  to  compromise  the  matter 
with  Benjamin  Legg,  Luke  Aldrieh,  Simeon  Staples  and  Naaman 
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Aldrich,  in  relation  to  damages  on   iieeonut  of  roii.ds  liiid  over 
their  lands, 

THIRn   TRIAL   FOR   REPRESENTATIVE   TO    CONGRESS, 

Wo  choice  having  been  made  at  the  second  trial,  at  this  elec- 

Hon.  Levi  Lincoln  had  110  votes.  Hon.  Seth  Hastings  had  18  votes. 
Hoc.  JohQ  Upliam  had  1  votfl,    Hon.  Salem  Towne  had  1  vote . 

Dec.  15.  Again  there  was  uo  choice,  aada  meeting  held  this 
day  the  votes  were  as  follows,  viz: 

Hon.  Levi  Lincoln  had  78.        Hon.  Seth  Hastings  had  1  onl3'. 

This  election  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Hon.  Levi  Lincoln  to 
represent  the  Fourth  Western  District,  as  it  wae  then  called,  in 
Congress. 


l8oi.  March  2,  Cliosc  Seth  Ohapin,  Town  CJerk;  Joseph 
Adams,  John  Benson,  Thomas  Taft,  Ichabod  Cook  and  Ahaz 
AUen,  Selectmen;  Oliver  Carpenter,  Treasurer;  Nahum  Whee- 
loolt,  Constable  and  Collector. 

"Voted  to  allow  Nahnm  Wheeloek  8b7.00  for  collecting  the 
taxes  in  the  First  Parish  and  $7.50  for  collecting  taxes  in  the 
8onth  Parish,    . 

Voted  to  raise  $300,  and  to  take  1100  of  interest  due  the  town 
.  for  schooling. 

Voted  to  raise  1500  for  the  repair  of  highways  and  bridges, 
and  that  eight  cents  an  hour  be  allowed  for  a  man  and  eight 
cents  an  honr  for  one  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  cart. 

April  6.  STATE    ELECTION. 

For  Governor,  Hon.  Elbridge  Gerry  had  90  voles. 

Hon.  Caleb  Strong  had  as     " 

"  "        Edward  H.  Robbins  had  3     " 

"    Lt.Gov.    WUliam  Heath.  Esq.,  had  88     " 

Edwai'd  H.  Eobbins,  Esq.,  had  17     " 
Samuel  Phillips,  Esq,,  had  4 

For  Seiialora  and  CmtneUtors — Elijah  Brigham,  Josiah  Strong,  Bezalucl 
Taft  and  Thomas  Hale,  Esqs,  had  33each.  Salem  Towne  33.  John  Whit- 
ing. Esq..  85.  Saml.  Jones,  Esq.,  84,  Jonathan  Grout,  Esq.,  83.  Josinh 
Wood,  Esq.,  17.  Edward  Bangs,  Esq.,  84.  Daniel  Hensliaw,  Esq.,  61. 
.Tosijih  Stone,  Esq.,  3,  and  Daniel  Bigelow  1. 
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May  6.  For  SepreseniaHBes  to  tlie  Genei'ol  Court — Dr.  Josepli  Adams  liad 
68  votes.      BbdJ.   E«ad,  Eaij.,  bad  49  votes.     Dr.   Daniel  Thiirber  had  3 

■  Miiy  4,  Voted  to  appi-opriate  (N:00  of  the  money  that  the 
town  has  on  loan  over  and  above  the  1100  (already  appropriated 
for  achooling),  to  defray  town  charges  the  present  year. 

Voted  to  raise  $400  in  addition  to  the  above  enm  to  defray 
town  charges  the  present  year. 

Voted  tliat  Mr.  Dexter,  pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  a 
committee  heretofore  appointed,  have  the  old  road  by  his  land, 
he  paying  the  snm  of  four  dollars  for  the  same. 

June  33,  The  Hon.  Levi  Lincoln  having  resigned  his  seat  in 
Congi-ess,  an  election  was  held  this  day  to  choose  his  Buceessbr, 
and 

Gen.  John  Whiting  liad  63  votes.      Hon.  Seth  Hastings  hud  18  votes. 

No  choioe  being  effected  at  this  trial  anotlier  meeting  was 
called. 

Aug.  34.     At  a  town  meeting  held  this  day, 

Hon.  Setli  Hastings,  Esq.,  had  44  votfis.      Gen.  .John  Whiting  lind  82 

At  this  trial  Hon.  Seth  Hastings,  of  Mondon,  was  elecieil. 


l802.  March  1.  Chose  Seth  Chapin,  Town  Clerk;  Joseph 
Adams,  Ichabod  Cook,  Chae.  Allen,  Henry  S.  Benson  and  Jo- 
tham  Taffc,  Selectmen;  Oliver  Carpenter,  Treasui'er;  and  Nahum 
Wheelock,  Constable. 

Beujamiu  Read  was  chosen  agent  to  defend  ao  action  brought 
against  the  town  by  John  Cooper. 

April  1.  STATE   BLKCTION. 

For  Governor,         Hon.  Elbridge  GcJTy  Iiad        90  votes, 
"  "  Hon.  Oaleh  Strong  had  38      " 

"   Lt.  Governor,  Hon.  William  Heath  had        92     " 
Hon.  Edward  H.  Bobbins  had  30      " 
Mf  8enatoi-»  and  Comtcillors — John  "Whiting,  Edward  Bangs  and  Pliny 
Merrick,  Esqrs,,  had  99  each.    Moses  White  and  Samuel  Jones,  Esqrs.,  88. 
Elijah  Brigham,  Salem  Towne,  Bezaleel  Taft,  ThomaB  Hale  and  Daniel 
Bigelow,  Esqrs.,  82  each,  and  William  Putnam,  Esq.,  1. 
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April  5.  Voted  to  accept  of  the  list  of  Totere  proseuted  by 
the  Seiectmen,  qualified  to  vote  for  Governor,  Lieut.  Governor, 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  the  General  Oonrt  and  Eqire- 
sentatives  in  Oongi-ess. 

William  ToiTey,  Ben].  Eead  and  Moses  Daniels  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  sell  or  let  any  useless  pieces  of  road. 

May  3.     For  Eepresentatives  to  the  General  Conrt, 

Dr,  Joseph  Adams  had  90  votes.        Benj.  Bead,  Esq.,  liad  3  votes. 

Voted  to  raise  1600  to  deh'ay  town  charges  the  present  year. 

Voted  to  raise  *300  for  the  support  of  schools,  and  that  1100 
be  taken  from  the  loan  money,  in  addition,  for  the  same  pm-pose. 

Voted  to  raise  $500  for  repair  of  highways  and  bridges,  and 
that  eight  cents  an  hour  for  a  man  and  the  same  for  a  yoke  of 
oxen  and  eai-t  be  allowed. 

The  bridge  at  Darling's  Mills,  (now  Millville),  notwithstand- 
ing the  examination  and  report  of  two  or  three  committees,  and 
notwithstanding  the  town  had  voted  to  have  "the  string  pieces 
cut  in  the  winter,"  still  remained  unbuilt,  A  new  committee, 
consisting  of  Dai'ius  Daniels,  Ezra  AUen  and  John  Benson,  were 
directed  "to  make  some  proposals  to  some  person  or  persons  to 
repair  the  bridge  by  Darling's  Mills  and  report  to  the  town  at 
some  future  meeting."  It  seems  this  committee  failed  to  accom- 
plish anything,  at  any  rate  they  failed  to  build  the  bridge,  and 
August  30,  the  town  chose  a  new  committee  by  an  addition  to 
the  old  one  of  Bnos  Taft,  Benjamin  Bead,  James  Paine  and 
Moses  Daniels,  who  were  instructed  to  view  the  bridge,  make  an 
estimate  of  its  probable  cost,  get  the  lowest  tei-ms  they  can,  and 
report  to  the  town. 

Voted  to  raise  iBOO  to  be  laid  out  for  repairing  the  bridge  at 
Darling's  Mills,  and  that  the  committee  contract  with  some 
pei-son  to  do  the  work  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $300. 

Sept.  6.  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  CTiter  into 
writings  with  the  abovesaid  committee,  or  any  other  persons 
who  shall  nndertake  to  rebuild  the  abovesaid  bridge,  and  "to  be 
as  explicit  as  they  can  in  what  Oonsti-nction  the  abovesaid  bridge 
shall  be  rebuilt." 

Voted  to  petition  the  Court  of  Sessions  (which,  at  this  time, 
exercised  the  same  powers  over  roads  as  that  now  discharged  by 
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the  Oonnty  Com  mission  ere,)  to  grant  that  further  time  be  al- 
lowed for  opening  the  new  connty  road,  (to  MiUord)  just  estah- 
lished,  and  Peter  Penniman  and  Benjamin  Eead,  Bsqrs.,  were 
chosen  agents  for  that  purpose. 

Nov.  1.  The  committee,  it  seems,  did  not  aiiuceed  witli  the 
Court  of  Sessions,  aa  on  this  day  the  town 

Voted  to  take  $500  of  the  money  the  town  has  on  loan  to  pay 
for  the  damages  assessed  for  the  New  County  Road,  and  that  the 
Treasurer  be  directed  to  call  upon  individuals  to  each  pay  in  his 
proportion  of  that  sum,  according  to  tlieir  bonds. 

An  election  for  a  Representative  in  Congress  from  the  Worces- 
(er  South  District  took  place  at  this  time.  The  State  liaving 
been  redietricted  during  the  administration  of  Gov.  Gerry,  the 
Fourth  Western  District  had  become  the  Worcester  South  Dis- 
trict, This  revision  of  the  Congressional  Districts  was  claimed, 
by  the  opponents  of  Governor  GeiTy,  as  a  device  to  increase  the 
Democratic  vote  in  Congress,  and  hence,  by  way  of  derision,  the 
State  was  said  to  have  been  Gerrymandered.  The  vo.te  at  the 
election  was  as  follows,  viz: 

Edwai'd  Baogs,  Esq.,  had  60  votes.  Seth  Hastings,  Esq..  bad  46  votes, 
and  Mr.  Bangs  was  elected,  tliere  being  a  Democratic  majority 
in  the  District. 


1803.  Mai-cb  7.  Cliose  Seth  Ohapin,  Town  Clerk;  Joseph 
Adams,  Ichabod  Cook,  Ahaii  Allen,  Caleb  Thayer  and  Baxter 
Johnson,  Selectmen;  Oliver  Cai-penter,  Treasurer;  Benj.  Blake 
and  Nalium  Wheelock,  Coustables, 

Voted  to  choose  a  committee  "to  look  into  the  state  of  the 
School  Districts  "  in  the  town,  and  report  at  the  adjournment  of 
,  this  meeting. 

Due  from  each  District  was  chosen,  viz:  Joseph  Adams,  Ahaa 
Allen,  Aai'on  Thayer.  Nahor  Staples,  Caleb  Thayer,  Nathan 
Very,  Benj.  Read,  Moses  Daniels,  James  Paine,  Solomon  Wood, 
Jacob  Southwick,  George  Gaskill  and  Nathl.  Oapron. 

April  4.     Met  and  adjourned  to  May  3. 

Under  another  warrant  for  A])ri!  4,  the  jiilutbitants  met  lor 
the 
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STATE   ELECTION, 
For  Gov,,  His  Excellency  Caleb  Stt'ong  bad  US  votes 

Hon.  Elbridge  Gerry  had  104     " 

For  Lieut.  Oovemor,  James  BowdoiD,  Esq.,  bud         98      " 
Edward  H.  Rohbins,  Esq.,  bad  27     " 
Ml-  Seiuiton  aild  GounciUoj-s— John  Wbiting  and  Pliny  Merrick,  Esqrs. , 
had  88  each.     Samuel  Jones,  Esq.,  and  Edward  Bangs,  Esq.,  had  89  each. 
Daniel  Bigelow  and  Tiiomaa  Hale,  Bsqrs.,  37  each.    Bezaleel  Taft  35.    Bli- 
jaJi  Bi-igliaiii  33,  and  Salem  Towne  8. 

May  3.    Fbi-  Bepi-menMUm  to  Ihe  Oeneml  Ooarl— Duct.  Joseph  Adams 
had  47  volfis.    David  Davenport  bad  39  Yotes. 

Voted  to  accept  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  "to 
look  into  the  state  of  the  School  Districts,"  which  is  as  follows. 


"To  divide  the  School  money  the  present  year,  one  halt  to  he  divided 
according  t«  the  valuation  and  one  half  according  to  the  number  of 
scholars." 

Voted  to  raise  ¥500  for  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges,  and 
to  allow  eight  cents  per  hour  for  a  miiii  and  the  same  for  one  yoke 
of  oxen  and  eai't. 

Voted  to  raise  1600  to  defray  town  charges  and  1400  for 
schooling. 

Voted' to  forego  the  taxes  of  Samnel  Smith,  George  HaiTis, 
Abraham  Wilson,  Paul  Whiteorab  and  Mome  Twitchel. 

Voted  that  Benjamin  Blake  be  Collector  of  Taxes,  and  he  bo 
paid  fourteen  dollars  for  that  service. 

-May  33.  Voted  to  discontinue  the  Old  County  Road,  (so 
Ciilled)  from  Mendou  to  TJxbridge,  that  is  not  used  by  "the 
Corporation,"  meaning  the  Boston  and  Hartford  Turnpike,  it  is 
supposed- 
Voted  to  discontinue  the  Post  Road  {now  Post  Lane,)  to 
Milford, 

Voted  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  Old  County  Road  leading 
through  Mendon  from  TJxbridge  to  Bellingliam,  luid  Moses 
Daniels,  James  Mellen  and  Benj.  Read  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee for  that  purpose. 

The  above  proceedings  were  transacted  under  the  March  meet- 
ing warrant  by  adjournments  from  time  to  time. 

In  a  warrant  for  a  meeting.  May  33,  the  quahficatioiis  for  u 
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voter  were  stated  as  follows,  via:  "Such  as  pay  to  one  single 
tax,  besides  tlie  poll  or  polls,  a  sum  eqnal  to  two  thirds  of  n 
single  poll  tax." 

Voted  to  sell  the  piece  of  land  set  ofE  to  tlie  town  by  virtue  of 
■iiQ  execution  against  Nathan  Aldrich. 

Voted  that  the  selectmen  call  upon  Beuuiii  Benson  and  Aaa 
Fletcher  to  renew  their  old  School  Bonds  (so  called).  These  are 
supposed  to  liave  been  given  as  securities  for  lands  heretofore 
iiasigned  for  the  beneiit  of  the  schools. 

The  Selectmen  having  reported  to  the  town  a  list  of  names  , 
for  the  jury  boxes,  thereupon  it  was 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  select  out  one  third 
of  the  names  to  be  put  in  the  Superior  box,  one  tliird  in  tlic 
Inferior  box,  and  the  remaining  third  to  be  laid  aside  as  the 
law  directs. 

Vot«d  that,  in  future,  the  Constable  give  personal  notice  to 
the  Selectmen  and  Town  Olerk  to  attend  "  the  appointment  of 
jurymen." 

1804.  April  3.  Cliosc  Seth  Cliapiu,  Town  Clerk;  Joseph 
Adams,  Nathan  Very,  Aaron  Tiiayer,  Benj.  Pickering  and  Na^ 
hum  Wheelock,  Selectmen;  Ahaa  Allen,  Treasurer,  and  Benj. 
Blake  Constable  and  Collector.  No  Tithing  men  or  Deer  Eieve 
chosen. 

Voted  to  raise  $500  to  defray  town  charges  the  cnn-cnt  year. 

Voted  to  i-aise  1400  for  schooling,  and  to  divide  the  school 
money  according  to  the  number  of  scholars,  deducting  *33.33 
from  the  whole  sum  to  be  sub-divided  by  the  Selectmen  among 
such  districts  as  they,  in  their  wisdom,  shall  think  just. 

Voted  to  pass  over  the  ninth  article,  which  was,  "  To  see  if 
the  town  will  erect  a  work  house  for  the  Poor  of  the  town." 

Voted  to  inspect  the  Selectmen's  and  Treasurer's  accounts, 
and  chose  Benj.  Read,  Dan  Aldricli  and  David  Daveni>ort  a 
committee  for  that  purpose. 


Foi' Governor,         Jainea  Sullivan,  Esq.,  had  KB, 

"  "  Caleb  Strong,  Esq.,  had  83. 

"   Lt.  Governor,  William  Healh,  Esq.,  liad  78. 

Edward  H.  Bobbins,  Esq.,  had  31. 
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Ii\ir  tieimtoi-s  luul  CuurMllors—'EAvtavA  Biiugs,  Joliu  Wliitiug,  Moses 
Wliite  mid  Samuel  Jones  had  70  votes  ea«li,  and  Salem  Towne,  Daniel 
Bigelow,  Elijah  Brigliam  and  Tliomas  Hale  33  votes  each. 

Tliia  was  the  first  State  election  ivlien  tliere  wero  no  .<,(:aU<trmg 
votes.  • 

.    May  7.     For  B^i-eseiilatke  to  tJm  Gcmml  Uourt—DiyiA.   Joseph  Adams 
had  59  votes.    David  Davenport  Iiad  20  votes. 

Nov.  5.       ELECTORa  OE  PEESIDENT  AND  VIUE  PRESIDENT. 


Suffolk  District— Hon.  John  Coffin  Jones,  Boston,  Mass.,  32 

Essex  South  District — Hon.  Benj.  G-oodhue,  Salem,  Mass.,  33 

Essex  North  District — Bailey  Baitlett,  Haverhill,  Mass.,  33 

Middlesex  District — Eleaaer  Brooks,  Lincoln,  Mass.,  33 

Hampshire  South  District — Williftm  Shepard,  "ffestfield,  Mass.,  32 

do        North  Dislrict— Ebenezer  Mattoon,  Amherst,  Mass.,  83 

Plymouth  District — William  Seaver,  Kingston,  Mass.,  83 

Barnstable  District — Ebenezer  Bacon,  Barnstable,  Mass.,  83 

Bristol  District— George  Leonard,  Norton,  Mass.,  33 

Worcester  South  DiBtrict — Joseph  Allen,  Worcester,  Maas..  i{3 

do        North  District — Josiah  Stearns,  Lunenburg,  Mass. ,  33 

Berksiiire  District— David  Rosslter,  Richmond,  Mass.,  33 

Norfolk  District— Cotton  Tufts,  Weymouth,  Mass.,  33 

Y<irk  District — John  Lord,  Berwick,  Me.,               District,  82 

Cumberland  District— Isaac  Parker,  Portland,  Me.,         "  33 

Lincoln  District — Thomas  lUce,  Wiscasset,  Me.,             "  33 

Kennehecb  District— Samuel  S.  Wilde,  Hailov^ell,  Me.,"  33 
The  foregoing  composed  the  Federal  ticket. 

[  James  Sullivan,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  Ill  vi 

Llectors  at  large,  j  Elbridge  Oerry,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  Ill 

Suffolk  District — James  Bowdoin,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  Ill 

Essex  South  District — Jolm  Hathorne,  of  Boston,  Mass,  111 

do   North  District — Thomas  Kittredge,  of  Andover,  Mass.,  Ill 

Middlesex  District— James  Winthrop,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  Ill 
Hampshire  Bouth  District— Jonathan  Smith,  of  West  Springfield, 

Mass.,  Ill 

do        North  District— Edward  Upham,  New  Salem,  Mas.s,  111 

Worcester  North  District— Gen.  John  Whiting,  Lancaster,  Mass.,  Ill 

do       South  District — Timothy  Newell,  Sturbridge,  Mass.,  Ill 

Plymouth  District— James  Warren,  of  Plymouth,  Mass.  Ill 

Bristol  District — Josiah  Deane,  of  Raynham,  Mass.,  Ill 

Barnstable  District — John  Davis,  of  Barnstable,  Mass.,  Ill 
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Berkaiiire  District — Jolm  Ba«on,  of  Stflckbridge,  Mnss,,  111  yotps. 

Norfolk  District — William  Heatli,  of  Roxljury,  Mass.,  HI       " 

York  DiBtrict— Jolm  Woodman,  of  Buxton,  Me.,        Distrii:t,    111      " 
Cumberland  District — Charles  Turner,  of  Turner,  Me.,      "         111 
Kennebeck  District — Thos,  Pillebrown,  of  Hallowell,  Mr.,''  Ill      " 

Lincoln  District — Jolm  Farley,  of  New  Castle,  Me.,»  "         111      " 

For  Bepresenlative  in  Congress— Edv/nvd  Bangs,  Esq.,  had  104-  toIcs. 
Setli  Hastings,  Esq.,  had  85  votes. 

Nov.  23.  The  Selectmen  of  Meiidon  imd  the  Selectmen  of 
Bellinghiim  perambnlated  the  line  hetween  the  towns  and  ligived 
to  the  honiids. 


1805.  Mai'ch  4.  Chose  Joseph  Torrey,  Town  Clerk;  Joseph 
Adams,  Ai-temas  Thayer,  Aaron  Thayer,  Benj.  Pickering,  and 
Nahum  Wheeloek,  Selectmen;  Ahaz  Allen,  Treasurer,  uiid  Par- 
don Aldrioh,  Constable  and  Collector,  and  he  to  be  paid  $18.50 
for  collecting  the  taxes. 

Voted  to  raise  *500  for  echooling,  to  he  divided  among  the 
niimber  of  scholars,  except  £10,  which  is  to  be  distributed  by 
the  Selectmen  as  they  shall  see  fit. 

Voted  to  raise  llOOO  for  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges,  and 
to  allow  eight  cents  an  hour  for  a  man  and  the  same  for  a  yoke 
of  oxen  and  cart. 

Voted  that  swine  and  neat  cattle  may  run  at  lai'gc,  the  swine 
being  yolied  and  ringed  according  to  law. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  "look  into  the  matter  respecting 
hiring  a  house  to  put  the  Poor  of  the  town  in  the  present  year, 
and  report  at  the  time  of  the  adjonmment  of  this  meeting." 

April  1.  STATE   ELECTION. 

For  Governor,        James  Sullivan  had  144  votes. 

Caleb  Strong  had  43      ' ' 

For  Lt.  Governor,  William  Heath  had  14ii      " 

Edward  H.  Bobbins  had      44     " 
Fbr  Se.mitora  aM   CbttJj«afoc*— Edward  Bangs,  John  Whiting,   Samuel 
Jones  and  Pliny  Merrick,  Esqrs.,  had  145  eaclL     Salem  Towne,  Elijah 
Brigliam,  Daniel  Bigelow  and  Thomas  Hale  liad  43  votes  each. 

April  1.  Chose  Joseph  Adams,  Joseph  Torrey  and  Benj. 
Bead  a, committee  to  sell  Post  Ijane,  (so  called)  and  the  Old 
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Connty  Eoiid  from  Joseiih  MoClintock's  tuid  so  on  over  Pond 
Hills,  (so  called),  that  is  useless.  Also  the  road  lending  fi-ma 
the  new  County  "Road  to  Post  Lane. 

Voted  to  raise  1400  for  defraying  town   ehargcs  the  ciu'fent 
year. 


May '6.  Votes  for  SepreiaifiiMve  to  tlie  Qeiyi-al  GoiiH — Dr.  Joseph  AdniiiH 
lifld  84  votes.    Duvid  Davenport  had  12  votes, 

BEV.    PBEaEBVED    SMITH,    THE   SEVENTH   MINIrtTEK. 

The  Eev.  PreseiTed  Smith  succeeded  Mr.  Alexiindei",  and  was 
installed  Oct.  3,  1805,  over  hoth  Parishes,  preaching  alternately 
at  the  old  meeting  honae,  (wliich  was  sold  to  Holland  Allho, 
Sept.  30,  1843,  aiid  taken  down  by  him  soon  afterwai'ds,)  and  at 
the  meeting  house  at  Chestnut  Hill,  now  in  Blackstone. 

He  was  born  in  Ashfield,  Mass.,  June  25,  1759,  and  was  the 
sou  of  Elder  Ebenezer  Smith,  who  was  for  manyyeiu's  |)astor 
of  the  Baptist  Chiu-ch  in  that  town,  and  died  at  the  advanced 
age  of  90. 

At  the  age  of  16  he  entered  the  ai-my  and  served  five  cam- 
paigns during  the  wai-  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  at  the  surren- 
der of  Burgoyne.  Leaving  the  army  at  the  age  of  19  lie  bouglit 
his  time  of  his  father  and  set  oiit  in  the  world  for  himself. 
Purchasing  a  few  acres  of  land,  he  was  enabled  to  pay  for  tlie 
same  fi-om  the  proceeds  of  his  first  crop  of  grain,  and  soon  after 
sold  it  at  a  handsome  advance.  He  now  commenced  preparing 
himself  for  college  under  the  tiiition  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hnbbard, 
of  Shelbnrne,  and  the  Eev.  Mr.  Murdock,  of  Pawlet,  Vt.,  teacli- 
ing  school  in  the  winter  jmd  working  for  his  boai'd  in   the 


He  had  not  only  to  struggle  with  jieniiiy,  but  with  the  oppo- 
sition of  his  parents  and  relatives,  who  belonged  to  the  Baptist 
denomination — »  denomination  which,  at  that  period,  believed 
that  preaching  was  a  special  gift,  not  to  be  aof["ii'ed  by  "college 
lai-nin'."  They  iised  to  say  that  they  who  wrote  their  sermons 
went  to  college  to  learn  that  r-e-a-d  spelled  preach.  Onr  Baptist 
.  fiiende  have  long  since  outgi-own  this  idea,  and  no  longer  dis- 
regard the  advantages  of  the  academy  and  the  college  in  their 
preparation  for  the  ministerial  ofBce. 

He  entered  Dartmouth  College  in  ITSS,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
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iicademic  yam  dissolved  hie  connection  ivith  that  instifciition, 
and  entered  h  jeai-  in  advance  at  Rhode  Island  College,  (now 
Brown  University),  gradnated  in  1786,  and  commenced  the 
study  of  divinity  with  the  Ii«v.  Mr.  Emerson,  of  Conway,  Mass, 
It  is  probable  that  the  Baptist  dogmas,  in  which  he  had  been 
educated  under  the  parental  roof,  had  been  gradually  losing  their 
influejice  over  him  during  his  collegiate  conree. 

In  the  spring  of  IfS?  he  was  appointed  to  preach  by  the 
Hampshii-e  Association,  and  in  November  following  was  settled 
in  the  ministry  at  Eowe,  Mass.  In  Jannary,  1788,  he  man-ied 
Miss  Ennice  Wells,  daughter  of  Col.  David  Wells,  of  Shelburne. 
Of  this  lady  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  all  who  knew  her  could 
beai'  a  willing  testimony  to  her  social  and  domestic  virtues  and 
her  Christian  cliai-acter. 

In  the  summer  of  1789  Mr.  S.  made  a  visit  to  Niagai'a  Falls 
on  horse  back,  This  journey  occupied  six  weeks,  and  sixty 
miles  of  the  way  was  made  through  an  unbroken  forest,  fording 
rivei-s,  encamping  on  the  ground  at  night,  and  often  meeting 
the  wild  deer  and  wilder  savage.  On  his  return  he  published  an 
account  of  his  trip  in  the  Greenfield  Gazette. 

Mr.  Smith  remained  at  Eowe  as  the  minister  until  May,  1804, 
One  of  the  deacons  became  estranged  from  him,  and,  although  a 
large  majority  of  the  church  adhered  to  him  still,  he  thought 
best  to  sever  his  pastoral  connection  with  the  people  with  whom 
he  had  so  long  labored.  His  farewell  discoui-se  was  preached 
from  the  19th  verse  of  the  lotli  chai>ter  of  Proverbs,  which  is  in 
these  words,  '*  Better  is  a  dinner  with  herbs  where  love  is,  than 
a  stalled  ox  and  hatred  therewith."  In  thisdiscourse  something 
was  said  which  irritated  the  good  deacon,  who  afterwards  sought 
his  revenge,  while  Mr.  S.  was  preaching  in  Mendou,  by  causing 
a  pamphlet,  containing  slanderous  accusations  against  him,  to 
be  distributed  there.  Whatever  the  libels  were,  they  failed  of 
disturbing  the  kindly  relations  subsisting  between  Mr.  S.  and 
the  people  of  Mendou. 

During  Mr,  Smith's  residence  in  Mendon,  besides  a  prompt 
attention  to  all  his  parochial  duties,  he  taught  school  and  fitted 
a  number  of  yonng  men  for  college. 

In  1813,  after  a  service  of  eight  years  "here,  the  people  of  Rowe 
gave  him  a  unanimous  call  to  return  and  be  resettled  with  them. 
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Tliis  rtti-e  and  novel  piiLum&tauce  m  the  hihtui>  A  New  Ei  ^ 
land  churchee  maj  piopeily  be  quoted  is  an  -imple  refutation  of 
the  ehai'ges  made  by  his  quondim  deacon  whi)  died  soon  attei 
their  publication  This  invitation  he  was  led  t)  iiteept  in  ton 
81  deration  that  the  pa^toial  eaie  of  two  panahea  was  becoming 
too  onerous  for  its,  faithful  dischaige  and  that  if  he  lesi^iitd 
one  of  the  pai'ishes,  the  other  did  not  have  tlie  means  to  provide 
the  necessary  support  for  himself  and  family. 

Mr,  Smith,  while  in  Mendon,  was  an  Arminian,  iilthough  he 
did  not  reject  the  Divinity.  He  afterwai-de,  abonfc  1830,  reject- 
ed that  doctrine  and  became  a  Unitai-ian,  though  he  preferred 
the  simple  name  of  Christian. 

After  sustaining  the  relation  of  pastor  to  the  people  of  Rowe 
a  second  time,  for  the  period  of  twenty  years,  and  having  com- 
pleted a  ministry,  at  Eowe  and  Mendon,  of  foi-ty-iive  yeiu-s,  lie 
felt  God,  in  his  providence,  had  called  him,  like  Aai'on  of  old, 
to  lay  aside  his  sacerdotal  robes  to  be  worn  by  another.  Ho  was 
succeeded  by  the  Eev.  W.  L.  Steams, 

Although  Mr.  8,  was  an  industi-ions  student  and  an  indepen- 
dent thinker  through  life,  he  committed  but  veiy  little  to  ijrlnt, 
He  published  a  farewell  sermon  and  two  Masonic  discourses. 

A  distinguishing  feature  of  Mr.  Smith's  chai'acter  wae  liis  love 
of  truth.  8o  strong  was  this  element  developed  that  he  seemed 
instinctively  {o  revolt  from  anything  like  hypocrisy  and  cant. 
With  his  cordial  and  afEectionate  nature,  the  shake  of  the  hand 
and  the  friendly  salutation  meant  what  they  ought  to  mean,  as 
outward  tokens  of  inward  feelings. 

After  the  close  of  his  resettlement  at  Eowe  in  1832,  the  follow- 
ing spring  he  went  to  reside  with  hie  son  in  Warwick,  Mass.,  the 
Eev,  Preserved  Smith,  who  was  then  pastor  of  the  First  Con- 
gi-egational  Church  aud  Society  in  that  place.  Hor(^  ho  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  August  15,' 1834,  when, 

"  Like  hhn  who  wraps  the  drapery  of  liis  ooiicli  aroiuiil  liiiii, 
And  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams," 

he  quietly,  at  the  age  of  73,  yielded  up  his  spii-it  to  tfod  who 
gave  it,  with  the  assured  faith  in  the  blessedness  of  the  new  life 
to  come. 


dbyGOOgIC 


IBOB.j  ANNALS    OF    MBNDON.  iT!! 

1806.  Mai'cli  3.  Joseph  Torrey  wae  oboeeu  Town  Clerk; 
Joseph  Adams,  Artemae  Tliayer,  Aarou  Tliayer,  Beiij,  Picker- 
ing anil  Henry  Sweeting,  Seleefcnien ;  Aliiiz  Allen,  Treasurer, 
itnd  Pardon  Aldriclij  Oonstable,  itnd  Lnko  Aldricli,  Constable 
and  Collector. 

Voted  to  raise  1600  for  repairs  ol  highways  and  bridges. 

Adjourned  to  the  first  Moudny  in  April. 

April  1.     Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted  to  the  Collector,  Luke  Aldrieh,  $34.50  for  eoliecting 
taxes  this  year. 

Voted  to  allow  eight  cents  an  hour  for  a  man,  and  the  samo 
for  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  cart  for  work  on  the  highways. 

Voted  to  raise  $600  to  defray  town  chfii'ges  the  current  year. 

Voted  to  raise  #500  for  schooling. 

Adjourned  to  the  May  meeting. 

April  7.  STATE   ELEUTIOS'. 

For  Goveruor,  Oale1)  Strong,  Eaq.,  47  votea. 

Jamea  Sullivan,  Esq.,  131      ■' 

Lt.  Governor,    Edward  H.  BohWna,  Eaq.,      43      " 

Williajn  Heatli,  Esq.,  135      ■' 

For  Senators  aitd  GoundUora — Edward  Bangs,  Pliny  Murrlck  and  SLiiinicl 

.lODiis  hnd  138  each.    Moses  White,  133.     Salem  Towue,  Dimicl  Bigelow, 

Thomas  Hale  and  Elijah  Brigham  had  47  eacli,  and  John  Whiting,  Esq  1. 

For  County  Ti-eamirei- — Samuel  Allen,  Esq.,  had  49  votes. 

Voted  to  accept  a  road  laid  out  by  the  Selectmen,  beginning 
near  Lt.  Seth  Wheeloek's  house,  &c.,  and  through  Ahaz  Allen's 
land. 

May  5.     Adjourned  April  meeting. 

Voted  to  take  so  much  of  the  town's  money  ai-isiiig  from  the 
sale  of  the  old  roads  as  to  furaish  each  soldier  with  twenty-four 
rounds  of  cartridges,  and  said  eai-tridges  to  be  kept  in  the  public 
town  store  and  be  i-enewed  yearly  an  the  property  of  the  training 
soldiers. 

May  5.  Voted  to  sell  such  useless  roads  as  the  committee  that 
may  be  hereafter  chosen  for  that  purpose  may  think  proper  to 
sell,  and  Seth  Davenport,  Aaron  Thayer  and  Moses  Daniels  were 
chosen  the  Committee. 

Voted  to  forego  Ralph  Freeman's  tax,  $3,73;  Wilder  Johnson's 
tax,  11.36;  Calvin  Alexander's  tax, , $1.00;  Amaea  Holden's  tax, 
$1.00. 
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libr  lie/j>i-esBiiiaUKe  to  the  Oeii^at  Uoart — Dr.  Joaepli  Adiims  Imd  78  votes. 
David  Davenport  had  8  votes. 

Nov.  3.  For  B^-esenlaUm  in  Uongress,  Tenth  Dktiict — Edward  Bangs, 
Esq,,  had  93  votes.    Jabez  Upham  had  39  votes. 

Nov,  11.  Tliis  day  the  Selectmen  peraiiibolafced  (by  tliuir 
committee)  tbe  town  line  between  Mendon  and  Upton  nod  Men- 
d(ni  and  Nortlibridge,  witli  the  Selectmen  of  those  towns. 


1807.  Mai'cii  3.  Chose  Joseph  Torrey,  Town  Clerk;  Joseph 
Adams,  Elijah  Thayer,  Aaron  Thayer,  Nathan  Vei-y  and  Wan-en 
Raweon,  Selectmen;  Ahaz  Allen,  Treasnrer;  Hezekiah  Fletcher, 
Constable  and  Collector, 

The  town  had  been  -divided  into  thirteen  School  Districts, 
and  this  yeaa-  the  School  Committee  consisted  of  t 
from  each  District,  as  follows,  via;. 


l8t  District 

,  Joseph  Adams. 

8th  Districi 

t,  Obudiali  Wood. 

3d      do. 

Warren  Rawsoii. 

9th 

do. 

Elijah  Thayer. 

8d      do. 

Ahaz  Allen, 

10th 

do. 

Musaey  Boulhwitk, 

4th     do. 

Moses  Daniels. 

lltli 

do. 

Natlian  Very. 

5th     do. 

Amos  Tliayer. 

13th 

do. 

Benedict  Remingto. 

6th     do. 

Betli  Kelley, 

13th 

do. 

Arclielus  Smith. 

7th     do. 

Thomas  Taft. 

No  further  business  was  transacted  at  this  meeting,  except  to 
accept  of  the  hst  of  jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen,  and,  for 
first  time  for  many  years,  to  vote  that  swine  should  wd  run  at 
lar</e. 

Api-il  6.     At  an  adjourned  meeting  held  this  day. 

Voted  to  raise  $500  for  schooling. 

Voted  to  raise  1600  for  repair  of  roads  and  bridges. 

Voted  to  pay  Hezekiah  Fletcher  for  the  oollectiou  of  ta.xut? 
$34.50, 

Adjourned  to  the  May  meeting. 

STATE    BLKOTIOS. 
Foi-  Governor,       Caleb  Strong,  Esq.,  had  53  votes. 

James  Sullivan,  Esq.,  had  156      "      Eleeled. 

ForLt.  Governor,  Edwai'd  H.  Rohbins,  Esq.,  had    51      " 
LeviLiueoln,  Esq.,  had  156     " 

Fbr  Seiuituiii  aiul  OmmeHloi'^ — Pliny  Merrick,  Edward  Bangs,  Samuel 
Jones  sad  Moses  White,  EsqrK.,  had  149  votes  each;  and  Salem  Towne, 
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les-  Kundiill,  Esqs.,  liafl  49  votes 

Voted  to  raise  1600  to  defi'iiy  town  charges  the  preaeut  year. 

Voted  to  raise  J300  for  rebuilding  tlie  bridge  near  Darliiig's 
Mills. 

Voted  that  Moses  Daniels,  Israel  Mowry  and  Blijali  Thayer 
be  a  committee  to  see  if  it  is  expedient  to  allow  Stephen  Oook 
to  shut  up  the  road  from  near-  liis  house  to  the  north  end  of  tlie 
pond,  provided  he  will  build  another  road  fartliei-  west. 

Elijah  Thayer,  Kathan  Very  and  Nathaniel  Oapron  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  repair  the  bridge  by  Caprou's  Mill. 
(Daiiing's). 

The  fourth  ax'ticle  in  the  waiTiuit  was,  "  to  see  if  the  town 
will  encourage  the  uniforming  the  militia  in  said  town." 

Voted  "  not  to  do  anything  to  that  end." 

May  4.  For  Bepi-eaeiUatim  to  the  General  Coru-t—Di:  JoBopli  Adams  bad 
80  votes.    NatLan  Very,  Esq.,  liad  12  votes. 


l8o8.  March  7.  Ohose  Joseph  Torrey,  Town  Clerk;  Joseph 
Adams,  Seth  Ketley,  Aaron  Thayer,  John  Sonthwick,  Sid,  and 
WaiTen  Rawsou,  Selectmen;  Ahaz  Allen,  Ti-easurer,  and  Jphn 
Thayer  Constable  and  Collector. 

Voted  to  raise  *800  for  the  repair  of  highways  and  bi-idges. 

Chose  Warren  Bawson,  Moses  Daniels,  Ahaz  Allen,  Elijah 
Thayer  and  Nathan  Very  a  committee  to  revise  the  Highway 
Districts,  and  "make  return  accordingly." 

Voted  that  133.33  of  the  school  money  shall  be  apportioned 
among  sach  school  districts,  after  the  rest  of  the  school  money 
has  been  divided,  as  the  Selectmen  shall  judge  proper. 

The  eleventh  article  in  the  warrant  for  this  meeting  was  as 
follows,  viz: — 

"To  see  if  the  town  will  grant  to  Hie  soldiers  of  the  two  coiupaniesin  this 
town,  wlio  volunteered  their  services  for  the  support  of  their  countiy  on 
the  lal«  requisition  a  sum  of  money  and,  if  any,  what  sum,  out  of  the 
money  remaining  in  the  treasury  unappropriated  or  otlierwise?" 

Upon  this  the  town 

"  Voted  that  every  person  who  volunteered  bis  services  on  the  late  euier- 


dbjGoogle 


482  ANNALS  OP  MENUON.  fl80H. 

gency  of  our  couutry,  to  maioh  at  a  moment's  wwning,  who  shall  [juraou- 
ally  appear,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  three  dollars,  as  a  bounty  out  of 
aay  unappropriated  money  now  in  the  treasury." 

For  some  time  past  the  relations  between  tlie  Uoifced  Statos 
and  England  had  assumed  a  somewhat  belligerent  ehanicter, 
especially  after  the  unprovoked  attack  made  upon  the  frigiite 
Chesapeake  by  the  British  frigate  Leopai-d,  June  23,  1807.  In 
November,  ISO?,  Congress  made  a  requisition  for  100,000  men 
to  be  held  in  readiness  when  wanted,  Tlie  volunteers  here 
spoken  of  were  a  part  of  that  call.  This  alai'm  soon  snleidcd, 
in  a  measure,  and  the  wai-  was  put  off  until  1813. 

April  4.  Voted  that  the  Collector,  John  Thayer,  be  paid  ton 
dollars  for  his  services.  As  twenty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 
for  collecting  the  year  before  was  paid,  it  is  supposed,  as  now, 
( 1880)  the  collection  of  the  taxes  was  given  to  the  one  who  would 
collect  them  for  the  least  sum. 

Voted  to  raise  $500  for  town  charges  the  present  year. 

Voted  to  raise  $500  for  schooling,  reserving  l33.;-)3  to  be  dis- 
tributed as  before  provided. 

STATE   ELECTION. 
For  Governor,       James  Sullivan,  Esq.,  had        143  votes.     Elected.* 
do  Christopher  Gore,  Esq.,  had      54     " 

"       do  Levi  Lincoln,  Esq.,  had  1     " 

"  Lt   Governor,  Levi  Lincoln,  Esq.,  had  138      " 

"  do         Daniel  Cobb,  Esq.,  had  54     " 

"  do         James  Sullivan,  Esq.,  had  1     " 

For  Senatttrs  and  GounctUors — Pliny  Merrick,  Edward  Bangs,  Sarimci 
Jones  and  Moses  White,  Esqrs.,  had  185  each.  SaJem  Towne,  Elijal!  Brig- 
ham,  Thomas  Hale  4iad  Jonas  Eendail,  EsqrB.,  had  56  each. 

May  3.  Vote  for  Mepi-eaentiilim  to  the  QenertU  Ormrt — Dr.  Joseph  Adams 
had  85  vot«s.    Nathan  Very,  Esq.,  had  7  votes. 

Sept.  12.  The  disposal  of  such  portions  of  the  roads  as  had 
become  useless  seems  to  have  been  a  difficult  matter,  as  numer- 
ous committees  heretofore  chosen  had  been  unable  to  accomplish 
that  object. 

At  this  meeting  another  attempt  was  determined  upon,  and 
Ahaz  Allen,  Levi  Rawson  and  Seth  Ohapin  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee to  sell  the  Eight  Rod  Road  (so  called);  the  remainder  of 
Post  Lane;  a  road  leading  from  Muddy  Brook  (so  called)  through 
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lands  of  Stephen  tmd  Wiiiiain  Torrey  to  the  Bight  Rod  Road, 
and  also  the  Old  County  Road  (so  called)  over  the  Pond  Hills. 

Vote  for  Sepi-esentative  m  Co  Ji^ress— Edward  Bangs,  Esq.,  had  130  votes, 
Jahez  Upliani,  liad  85  votes. 


1809.  Mai'ch  6.  Joseph  Torrey  was  chosen  Town  Clerk; 
Joseph  Adams,  Elijah  Thayer,  Wai-ren  Rawson,  Asa  Kelley  and 
Amos  Thayer,  Selectmen;  Ahaz  Allen,  Treasurer,  and  John 
Thayer,  Constable  and  Collector. 

Voted  to  pay  the  Collector  $16,50  for  collecting  the  taxes. 

Voted  to  raise  $500  to  defray  town  charges;  1600  for  school- 
ing, and  $800  for  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges. 

Voted  to  restrain  neat  cattle  and  horses  from  running  at  large. 

April  3.  STATE   ELECTION. 

For 'Governor,      Hon.  Levi  Lincoln  had  183  I'otes. 

Hon.  Christopher  Gore  had       60     "       Elected. 
"  Lt.  Governor,  Joseph  Vamum,  Esq.,  had      175     " 
do        David  Cobb,  Esq.,  had  61     " 

For  Senators  aiid  GouTunUors — Edward  Bangs,  Samuel  Jones,  Pliny  Mer- 
rick and  Moses  White,  Bsqrs.,  iiad  166  votes  each,  and  Salem  Towne,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Thomas  Hale  and  Jonas  Kendall,  Bsqrs.,  had  59  votes  eacli. 

May  8.  For  BepreaentaUves  to  t/te  General  Gowrt — Joseph  Adams,  Esq. , 
had  111  votes.  Dr.  Daniel  Thurber  had  82  votes.  Moses  Daniels  had  16 
votes.    Elijah  Thayer  had  12  votes. 

This  is  the  first  yeai'  when  the  town  sent  two  Representatives, 
Joseph  Adams  and  Dr.  Daniel  Thnrher,  the  successful  candi- 
dates, were  both  Democrats. 

Adjournment  of  the  April  meeting. 

May  8.  The  eighth  article  in  the  warrant  was,  "  to  see  if  the 
town  would  raise  a  sum  of  money,  and,  if  any,  what  sum  to  pay 
the  soldiers  of  the  two  Companies  of  this  town  who  volunteered 
t^ieir  services  in  November  last." 

Upon  this  article  the  record  by  the  Town  Clerk  is,  "it  was 
not  noticed  by  the  meeting." 

Chose  Richard  George,  Esq.,  to  prosecute  or  defend  any  suits 
which  may  he  brought  by  or  against  the  town. 

Voted  to  accept  of  Art'emas  and  Henry  Thayer  as  bondsmen 
for  the  Collector,  John  Thayer. 

May  8.     Under  a  n&v/  waiTant, 
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Voted  to  pass  over  the  second  article,  wliicli  is  in  tbese  words: 
"  To  see  if  tlie  town  will  vole  to  give  Nahum  Tnf t  seventy  dollars  Ijy  his 

giving  bonds  sufficient  to  indemnify  tlie  (own  against  liis  or  his  wife  ever 

coining  to  said  town  for  any  furthei'  support  iiereafter." 

For  some  reason  tlie  proposed  aa-rangemeut  of  Nahnin  TaJt 
did  not  Bucceed;  but,  conld  satisfactory  indemnifying  bonds  be 
furnished  the  town  at  this  time  (1880),  seventy  dollars  per 
capita,  we  think,  would  be  considered  a  profitable  investment 
])y  the  town  to  be  relieved  from  all  further  support  of  its  poor. 

Voted  to  raise  135  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  Pound,  and 
Ahaz  Allen,  Moses  Daniels,  Aaron  Thayer  and  Enos  Taft  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  contract  for  its  erection. 

Voted  to  forego  the  following  taxes,  via: — .Tobu  Brown's, 
S1.46;  Bben  Pickering's,  $1.46;  Calvin  Alexander's,  $1.00,  and 
Amasa  Holden's,  tl.OO. 

S"ov.  11.  Joseph  Torrey,  as  agent  for  the  town  of  Mendon, 
and  Samuel  Nelson,  Pearley  Hunt  and  Amasa  Pai'khnrst,  Select- 
men of  Milford,  this  day  perambulated  the  line  between  the  two 
towns,  giving  course  and  distance;  and  the  same  may  be  found 
in  the  fifth  vohrme  of  the  Mendon  Records,  under  the  foregoing 
date,  the  pages  of  this  volume  not  being. numbered. 


l8lO.  Mai'ch  5,  Joseph  1'orrey  was  chosen  Town  Clerk; 
Warren  Rawson,  Elijah  Thayer,  Amos  Tlmyer,  John  Thompson 
and  Obadiali  Wood,  Selectmen;  Ahaz  Allen,  Treasurer,  and 
Bdwai'd  Rawson,  3nd,  Constable  and  Collector,  lie  agreeing  to 
collect  the  taxes  for  the  sum  of  $14.50. 

Voted  to  raise  $500  for  schooling  the  cnn-ent  year. 

Voted  to  raise  $700  for  repairing  highways  and  bridges. 

Voted  that  swine  and  neat  cattle  shall  not  run  at  large. 

Adjourned  to  April  meeting. 

To  vote  for  town  officers  aud  the  ordinaiy  business  of  the 
town,  the  person  claimuig  to  vote  must  liave  i-esided  in  the  town 
six  months,  be  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  pay,  besides  a  poll 
tax,  a  sum  equal  to  two-thirds  of  a  single  poll  tax.  To  vote  for 
State  offices  and  Representative  to  Congress,  must  be  twenty- 
one  yeai"8  of  age;  must  have  a  freehold  within  the  Common- 
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wealth  of  an  auiuial  income  of  three  ponuds  or  any  estate  to  the 
value  of  sixty  pounds,  and  liave  resided  in  the  town  one  year 
preceding  tlie  election. 

Aprils.  STATE   ELECTIOK. 

For  Governor,         Hon.  Christopher  Gore  had        61  voliif. 

Hon.  Elbridge  Gerry  had         170      "        Elertpd, 
Wniiain  Gray  had  1      " 

For  Lt.  Governor,  lion.  David  Colib  had  oO     " 

Hon.  William  Gray  had  1G9      " 

Fbr  Senators  and  OduncHkrs — Hon.  Elijali  Brigliam,  Jonas  Kendall,  Hon. 
Seth  Hastings  and  Francis  Blake.  Esqre.,  had  43  votes  each.  Hon.  Pliii.v 
Merrick,  Moses  White,  Edward  Bangs  and  Saniiiel  Jones,  Esqrs.,  liad.  Ifil 
votes  esGli,  and  Charles  A.  Smitli,  Nathan  Aidricii,  Asa  Fletoher  and  Na- 
than Street«r  had  one  eacli. 

The  adjom-ned  meeting  met,'  and 

Voted  to  raise  1400  for  defraying  town  charges. 

Voted  to  pay  the  Collector,  Bdwanl  Rawson,  Snd,  114.50  for 
collecting  the  taxes  the  present  yeai-. 

Adjourned  meeting. 

May  7th.     Election  of  Representatives  tn  the  General  Court. 

Voted  to  send  two  Representatives. 

Dr.  Daniel  Thurher  had  94  votes.  Elijah  Thayer  had  61  votes.  Wil- 
liam Torrey  had  35  votes.  Dr.  Gustavus  D,  Peck  had  4  votfls.  Warren 
Rawson  had  7  votes, 

Adjonrned  to  May  meeting. 

Voted  to  forego  the  following  taxes,  viz:— Stephen  Tourtelotte, 
$1.65;  Dexter  Westcott,  $1.17;  George  Turner,  $1.17;  John 
Thompson,  .45;  Reuben  Shove,  $1.17;  and  Richard  Bnffnm,  .45. 

Voted  to  raise  $100  in  addition  to  the  $400  already  raised  to 
defi-ay  town  charges. 

Voted  to  chose  a  committee  to  make  some  new  aa-rangement 
inthe  highway  districts. 

Chose  Thomas  Taft,  Moses  Daniels  and  Joseph  Adams  as  the 
committee. 

Chose  Richard  George,  Esq.,  iis  agent  to  prosecrite  any  action 
which  the  town  niay  commence,  and  to  defend  any  action  that 
may  be  brought  against  the  town  the  ensuing  yeaa-, 

Sept.  18.  The  Hou.  Jabez  Upham  having  resigned  his  seat 
in  Cougi-ess,  an  election  was  held  this  day  to  supply  the  vacancy, 
and 
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Geu.  John  Spiiir  had 61  votes.         Josepli  Allen,  Esq.,  luul  14  votes. 

At  this  election  there  was  no  choice,  and 

Nov.  5-     Another  meeting  was  held  with  the  following  result: 

Gen.  John  Spnir  had  83  vot«s.        Hon.  Elijali  Brightim  had  17  voka. 

At  this  meeting  the  Collector,  Edward  Raweon,  3nd,  having 
removed  out  of  the  Commonwealth,  Thnrber  Wai-field  was 
chosen  Collector  and  Constable,  and  agreed  to  collect  the  taxes 
for  $14-.  50. 


l8ll.  March  4.  Joseph  Torrey  was  chosen  Town  Clerk; 
Wan-en  Rawson,  Elijah  Thayer,  Obadiali  Wood,  Mosee  Daniels 
and  Ariel  Cook,  Selectmen;  Ahaz  Allen,  Treasnrer,  and  Tlinrbcr 
Warfield,  Constable  and  Collector. 

Voted  to  pay  the  Collector  $S6.50  for  collecting  the  taxes. 

Enos  Taft,  Nathan  Very,  Esq.,  Johnson  Legg,  John  South- 
wick,  3d,  and  Moses  Aldrich  were  chosen  a  committee  to  revise 
the  School  Districts. 

Adjourned  to  April  meeting. 

April  1.  STATE   ELECTION". 

For  Governor,  Hon.  Elbridge  Gerry  had        135  votes.     Elected. 

J      Hon.  Christopher  Gray  had      33     " 
William  Gray,  Levi  Lincoln  and  William  Philips  had  one  vote  e:ich. 
For  Lt.  Governor,  Hon.  William  Gray  had      136  votes. 

Hon.  William  Philips   had    27     " 
Jbr  Senaforsand  Gov.ndUori — Hon.  Pliny  Merrick,  Edward  Bangs,  Stiniiiel 
Jones  and  Moses  White  had  118vol«s  each,  and  Hon.  Jonas  Kendal),  Setli 
Hastings,  Francis  Blake  and  Silas  Holman  had  36  each. 

The  adjourned  April  meeting  was  again  adjourned  to  the  May 
meeting. 

May  6.     Voted  to  raise  $500  to  defray  town  charges  tlie  cur- 
rent yeai". 
Voted  to  raise  S600  for  repairs  of  highways  aud  bridges. 
Voted  to  raise  $600  for  schooling. 

Voted  to  accept  Andrew  Penniman  and  Daniel  Hill  as  boiuls, 
men  for  Thurber  Warfield  as  Collector. 

Josepli  Torrey,  Ahaz  Allen,  Moses  Daniels,  Aaron  Thayci', 
Asa  Kelley,  Obadiali  Wood,   Elijah  Tliayer,  Jacob  Snuthwick 
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and  JSsek  Pitts  were  addetf  to  tlie  committee  lieretofore  cliosen 
to  revise  tlie  School  Disti-icts,  and  to  report  at  the  adjournment 
of  tliis  meeting. 

J/bf  BepresmttatiBeg  to  Urn  GenettU  OouH — Di'.  Daniel  Thurber  had  78  votes. 
Elijah  Thayer  had  77  votes.     Capt.  William  Torrey  had  7  Votes. 

Sept.  %.  Then  met  and  voted  to  accept  and  adopt  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  committee  above  choaen,  and  which  is  ae 
follows,  viz:^ — 


"  Your  Committee  who  were  appointed  to  take  into  consideratiou  tlie 
expediency  of  Revising  tlie  School  Districts,  atler  being  duly  notified  by 
their  chairmaa  have  attended  that  service  and  beg  leave  to  report  that  it  is 
the  opinion  of  your  Committee  that  the  10th.  and  18t)i  districts  constitute 
but  one  district  to  be  called  the  tenth  District,  with  the  following  excep- 
tions, that  Alexander  Wilson,  Timothy  Engley  and  David  Andrews  be  set 
to  the  11th.  district  with  liberty  to  be  set  back  to  the  10th.  if  they  choose 
after  thei'e  is  a  school  house  erected  In  said  10th.  district,  that  Ruth  Dar- 
ling be  set  to  the  9tli.,  and  tliat  that  pait  of  the  ISth  district  called  the  Vil- 
lage, the  property  of  the  Blackstone  Manufacturing  Company,  be  set  off  as 
a  District  to  be  called  the  18th.  district. 

All  which  is  elieffifully  submitted  by 

Esos  Tapt,  CJiairman." 


l8l2.  Mai'oh  %.  Chose  Joseph  Ton-ev,  Town  Clerk;  Joseph 
Adams,  Elijah  Thayer,  Johnson  Legg,  John  Thayer  and  Nahiim 
Bates,  Selectmen;  Ahaa  Allen  Ti-easurer,  and  Benj,  Blake,  Con- 
stable and  Collector, 

Voted  to  pay  the  Collector  $20  for  collecting  the  taxes. 

Chose  Ahaz  Allen,  Moses  Daniels,  Nathan  Veiy,  Aaron 
Thayer  and  Caleb  Thayer  a  committee  to  consider  the  matter  of 
dividing  the  school  money. 

Voted  not  to  accept  the  repoi-t  of  the  committee  chosen  March 
4,  1811,  to  revise  the  Highway  Districts.  Ae  the  report  is  not 
recorded,  its  purport  cannot  be  ascertained. 

Voted  to  hold  one  half  of  the  town  meetings  at  the  South 
Parish  Meeting  House  for  the  future. 

Voted  to  pass  over  the  fifteenth  ai-ticle  in  the  warrant,  which 
wtia  "  to  see  if  the  town  would  purchase  a  hearse. " 

Adjourned  to  Api-il  6. 

Voted  that  Joseph  Torrey  be  excused  from  serving  as  Town 
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Clerk,  iiiicl  WaiTen  Kawsoii  was  eliosen  Tuwii  Clurk  in  IiIm  Ktead. 
Adjouraed  to  May  6. 

April  6.  STATE   ■KLECTION. 

For  Governor,        Elljridge  Gerry  Jiad  198  voivs. 

Caleb  Strong,  Esq.,  had      74     "       Elected. 
For  Lt.  Governor,  Willinm  King  had  105      " 

William  Philips  had  78     " 

Fin- ^ruiioi-s aiid  (hujicillois— John  Spurr  had  ISIG,  Levi  Lincoln,  Jr., 
195.  .  Bezaled  Tnft  73.    Francis  Blake  78, 

Elbridge  Geny  had  been  clioseu  Governor  in  1810,  and  wa« 
re-elected  in  1811.  During  the  last  year  of  hie  administration, 
the  State  was  districted  anew  for  the  election  of  Senators,  whiet 
gave  the  Democrats  a  majority  in  the  Senate,  the  Federalists  still 
holding  a  majority  in  the  Honae  of  Hepresentativee.  By  this 
new  arrangement  Mendon  belonged  to  a  district  which  was  en- 
titled to  two  Senators  instead  of  five. 

At  this  election  Caleb  Strong  was  elected  Governor  by  IjSfO 
majority. 

May  4.     Representative  to  the  General  Court. 

Voted  to  send  two  Eopresentatives. 

Dr.  .Joseph  Adams  bad  58  votes.  Elijah  Thayer,  Esq.,  Iiad  58  votes. 
Nathan  Very,  Esq.,  had  39  votes.    Johnson  Legg,  had  3  votes. 

Adjournment  from  April  6. 

Voted  to  raise  1500  to  defray  town  charges  the  current  year, 

Voted  to  raise  *600  for  schooling. 

Voted  to  raise  $1000  for  repair  of  roads  and  bridges. 

Warren  Rawson,  Esq.,  was  chosen  agent  to  attend  to  any  law 
suits  brought  by  or  against  the  town. 

Forty-three  persons  had  taxes  foregone,  mostly  poll  taxes, 
amounting  to  $55.61.     The  poll  tax  appears  to  have  been  tl.l9. 

The  fifteenth  ai-ticle  in  the  waiTant,  '*  to  see  if  the  town  would 
bny  a  Heai'se,"  and  the  seventeenth,  "  to  see  if  the  town  would 
iiccept  of  any  roads  laid  out  by  the  Selectmen,"  were  dismissed 
from  the  wan-ant,  and  the  meeting  was  dissolved. 

Jnne  5.  Voted  to  set  ofE  all  the  inhabitants  on  the  west  aide 
of  Blackstone  River,  except  Esek  Pitts,  Daniel  Southwick  and 
Nathaniel  Capron,  as  a  school  district,  and  that  it  be  numbered 
and  constitute  the  14th  District. 
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Voted  to  refer  the  third-article  in  the  warrant  which  is  "to 
see  if  the  town  will  make  any  alteration  in  the  division  of  the 
school  money  among  the  several  Districts,"  to  a  committee  of 
one  from  each  school  district,  and  the  committee  was  constituted 
as  follows,  viz: — 

District  No.  I.  Seth  Davenport,  Jr.      District  No,  8.  Obadiah,  Wood, 
3.  Warren  Bawson.  "  9.  Caleb  Tliayer. 

"  3.  Ahaz  Aiien.  "  10.  Isaac  Silstiy. 

'■  4.  Moses  Daniels.  "  H.  NathflJi  Very, 

"  5.  Aai-on  Tliayer.  "  13.  Peter  GaskiU. 

"  6,  James  Paine.  "  13.  Samuel  Remington. 

T.  EUJahTaft.  "  14.  Pascho  Cook. 

Voted  to  accept  of  a  road  from  near  John  Thayer's  store 
(known  as  the  Five  Comers,)  to  the  Rhode  Island  line  at  Black- 
stone  village,  the  Blaekstone  Manufacturing  Company  agreeing 
to  give  the  land  from  the  Khode  Island  line  to  the  old  road  neai' 
Washington  Hunt's  house,  and  fence  both  sides  of  the  same. 

June  33.  Voted  that  the  Tenth  and  Eleventh  School  Dis- 
tricts shall  hereafter  form  one  school  district. 

August  35.  Voted  to  choose  one  or  more  agents  to  claim  and 
prosecute  an  appeal  from  the  decree  of  the  Judge  of  Probate  in 
the  matter  of  Seth  Hastings  as  guardian  to  John  Hill. 

Dr.  Joseph  Adams  was  chosen  agent,  and  instnicted  to  use  his 
endeavors  fco  submit  the  matter  to  men  respecting  Seth  Hast- 
ings' account  as  guardian  of  John  Hill,  which  was  allowed  by 
the  Judge  of  Probate,  and  if  he  will  not  submit  it  to  men  on 
honorable  terms,  then  prosecute  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Probate. 

Voted  to  allow  the  militia  lately  detached  in  this  town  seven 
dollars  per  month  in  addition  to  their  pay  allowed  by  law,  pro- 
vided they  are  called  into  actual  service. 

Nov.  %.  CHOICE   OF    PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTORS. 

WiUiarn  Walker  had  103  vot 

Pliny  Merrick  liad  103     ' 

Moses  White  had  103     "  George  Bliss  had 

Thomas  Shepard  had  103     "  Ephraim  Williams  had 

Solomon  Smead  had  103      "  Isaac  Malthy  had 

Jeremiah  Stehbina  had       103      "  John  W.  Hurlbert  had 

Nov.  3.     Bbr  JtepresenUUive  m  Gongress — Hon.  Elijah  Binghan 
votes.    Estes  Howe,  Esq.,  had  128  votes. 
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Nov.  3^.  Voted  not  to  reconsider  a  vote  passed  at  the  last 
town  meeting,  respecting  a  division  of  the  school  money,  which 
Avas  that  sixty  doUtu's  should  be  distributed  among  the  largest 
districts  at  the  discretion  of  the  Selectmen,  and  the  remainder 
be  equally  distributed  among  all  the  districts. 

Voted  that  the  Constable  post  notices  for  town  meetings,  in 
addition  to  other  places,  at  Blackstone. 


1813.  March  1,  Chose  Warren  Eawson,  Town  Clerk;  Jo- 
seph Adams,  Caleb  Thayer,  Johnson  Legg,  Artemas  Thayer  and 
William  Gordon,  Selectmen;  Ahaz  Allen,  Treasurer;  Benjamin 
Bkke,  Constable,  and  Joseph  Bates,  Collector  .and  Constable. 

After  the  choice  of  town  ofScers  no  other  business  was  trans- 
acted, eseept 

Voted  to  discontinue  the  old  road  leading  through  the  lands 
of  Nathan  Very,  Esq.,  late  of  Mendon,  deceased,  relinquishing 
the  same  to  the  heirs  of  said  Very  in  compensation  for  the  new 
road  laid  oat  through  said  lands  over  and  above  the  damage 

Adjourned  to  April  5,  proximo. 

April  5.  STATE    ELECTION. 

For  Governor,        Caleb  Strong  had  74  votes.    Elected. 

Joseph  B.  YarDum  liad  165     ■' 
Wilham  Phillips  had  3      " 

"  William  King  had  1      ■' 

■■    Lt,  Governor,  William  Pliillips  had        73      " 
William  King  had  158      " 

Caleb  Slronghad  3     " 

"  Rufua  Klttg  had  1      " 

Mr  Senators — Bezaleel  Taft,  and  Francis  Blake  had  75  vol«s  each.  Levi 
LincolD  had  3  votes.     Pliny  Merrick  and  Sumner  Bastow  had  153  votes 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed  at  the  March  meeting  to 
choose  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  In  which  case  the  Selectmen  be- 
came Overseers. 

Voted  to  raise  $800  to  defray  town  charges, 

Voted  to  raise  $TOO  for  schooling. 

Voted  to  raise  $1000  for  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges. 
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Voted  to  restrain  ewiiie  and  neat  cattle  from  nmniiig-  at  large 
without  a  keeper. 

Adjoiirned  to  May  3. 
--    May  3.     Choice  of  Representatives  to  the  Geneva!  Conrt. 

Voted  to  send  two  representativoa,  and  to  ehooee  them  on  sep- 
arate ballots.  Joseph  Adams  had  63  votes  and  Elijah  Thayer  40 
Totes  and  were  elected. 

Voted  to  give  Joseph  Bates  $20  for  collecting  the  taxes  he  pro- 
curing satisfactory  bondsmen, 

Chose  Joseph  Adams,  Esq.,  as  agent  to  proseente  or  defend 
any  action  which  may  be  commenced  by  or  brought  against  the 
town. 

Caleb  Thayer,  Enos  Taft,  Moses  Daniels,  Amos  Thayer  and 
Elijah  Taft  were  chosen  a  Committee  to  coiisi(!er  the  matter  of 
making  any  alteration  in  the  boundaries  of  the  School  Districts 
and  make  a  report  at  some  fntnre  meeting. 

In  a  new  waiTant  for  a  meeting  the  3ud.  Article  was  "  to  reg- 
iilate  the  Jury  Box  as  the  late  law  directs." 

Voted  that  the  following  be  a  list  of  Jurors  wliose  names  arc 
to  be  pnt  in  the  Jui-y  bos,  viz: 

William.  Torrey.*  Henry  Sweeting.*  Sfephen  Wood.*  Enoa  Taft.* 
Samuel  Fairbanks.*  Obadiali  Wood."  Blijali  Taft.*  Samuel  Gaskill.* 
Alexander  Tliayer.*  Johnson  Legg.*  Aaron  Thayer.*  Amos  Thayer.* 
Ahaz.  Allen,*  Andrew  PennimaQ.*  Tliomas  Taft.*  Caleb  Thayer. * 
Artemas  Tiiayer.*  Natiiaa  Very.*  Elijali  Thayer.*  John  Southwick.* 
Nicholas  Tiiayer.*  Asa  Kelly.*  William  Gordon.  John  Benson,  Jr. 
Aaron  Bui'den.*  Samuel  Silsby.  Joseph  Tiiayer.*  Bsek  Pitts.*  Jolm 
Thompson.*    Ilenry  Tiiayer.* 


1814.  Mai'ch  t.  Chose  Warren  Eawson,  Town  Clerk;  Joseph 
Adams,  Caleb  Thayer,  Samuel  Smith,  Andrew  Peuniman  and 
John  Southwick,  Selectmen;  Elijah  Thayer,  Treasurer,  and 
Thnrber  Wai-field,  Constable  and  Collector. 

Voted  not  to  accept  a  road  laid  out  by  the  Selectmen  through 
Solomon  Wood's  land  and  others,  on  the  36th  of  February,  1814, 

Adjourned  to  April  4. 
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April  4.  RTA 

For  Govoi'tior,         Hon.  Samuel  Better         had  175  votes. 

His  Ex.  Caleb  Strong  *'     75      "         Elected. 

"  "  William  Gray         "        S      " 

■'  "  Joseph  Story  "       1      " 

For  Lt,  Governor       Hon.  William  Gray         "    170      " 
Hon.  William  Phillips    "     73     " 
For  Senatiyrs  <*  OounaiUors, — Moses  White,  Joseph  Adams,  Edmund 
Gushing,  and.  Sumner  Bastow  Lad  156  each.    Francis  Blake,  SilaaHolraan, 
Benjamin  Adams,  and  Moses  Smith  had  67  votes  each  and  Levi  Lincoln  Jr. 
and  Samuel  Dexter  had  one  each. 

Voted  to  raise  $800  for  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  $600  for  schooling. 

Voted  to  raise  1900  to  defray  town  charges  the  present  year. 

Voted  to  pay  Tlmrber  Warfield  $S5  for  collecting  the  taxes  the 
enrrenfc  year. 

Voted  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  10th.  article  in  the 
warrant  { "  to  see  if  the  town  will  build  a  Powder  Honse  ")  to  the 
1st,  Monday  in  November. 

Voted  that  Nathaniel  Caproii,  Daniel  Southwiek  and  Esek 
Pitts,  with  their  estates,  be  annexed  to  the  10th.  School  District. 

THE    FIRST   BOARD   OF   HEALTH. 

Voted  to  choose  a  Board  of  Health  and  that  it  consist  of  five 
members,  via:  John  S.  Eddy,  Aai'on  Burden,  James  Paine, 
Obadiah  Wood  and  Peter  Thompson. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed  at  the  March  meeting  re- 
jecting a  road  laid  out  by  the  Selectmen  and  voted  now  to  accept 
the  same. 

This  road  was  laid  out  from  near  the  house  formerly  occupied 
by  Caleb  Mowry  (afterwards  purchased  of  him  for  a  Poor  Farm) 
to  the  Boston  and  Hai-tford  Turnpike  (now  a  County  road)  near 
tiie  honse  of  Henry  M.  Goldthwait. 

May  3.  For  BepremntaUves  to  the  Qeaeral  Coifri— Joseph  Adams  Esq. 
iiiid  Di-.  Daniel  Thurber  had  59  votes  each,    Enoa  Taft  had  iO  voles. 

May  11.  Voted  to  accept  of  a  road  of  4  rods  wide  (being  the 
westerly  side  of  t)ie  8  rod  road  (so  called)  beginning  at  the  nortli- 
west  corner  of  Seth  Davenport's  Milford  Pasture  (so  called), 
thence  running  southeasterly  parallel  with  and  bounding  north- 
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easterly  upon  the  line  between  the  towns  of  MilfoM  and  Mendou 
to  a  heap  of  stonea  by  the  Turnpike  (now  County  road)  at  tlie 
southwest  cornel'  of  the  town  of  Miliord. 

Voted  to  choose  an  agent  to  prosecute  and  defend  any  action 
which  may  be  commenced  by  or  brought  against  the  town,  and 
Seth  Hastings,  Esq.,  was  chosen  agent. 

Voted  to  forego  the  following  taxes,  viz:  Samuel  Eamsdale 
S1.31,  Elkanah  Spear  $1.42,  Ellis  Albe  $1.33,  Nathan  Picker- 
ing tl.41  and  Silas  Wheeler  $1.33,  amounting  to  le.rS. 

Adjourned  to  the  next  legal  town  meeting. 

August  13.  Voted  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  ^nd. 
ai-ticle  in  the  waa-rant,  which  was  "to  see  if  the  town  will  vote 
to  raise  the  monthly  pay  of  those  soldiers  that  are  detached  and 
those  that  may  hereafter  be  detached." 

John  Benson,  Jr.,  Andrew  Penniman,  Johnson  Legg,  Caleb 
Thayer,  Obadiah  Wood,  John  Thompson  and  Washington  Hunt 
were  chosen  a  Committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  forego- 
ing the  collection  of  any  taxes  in  any  of  the  Collectors  tax 
bills,  and  report  at  the  next  town  meeting. 

Joseph  Adams,  Moses  Daniels,  Caleb  Thayer,  Andrew  Penni- 
man and  Johnson  Legg  were  chosen  a  Committee  to  report,  at 
some  future  meeting,  whether  any  alteration  should  be  made  in 
the  School  Districts. 

Adj.  to  Nov.  7.  The  Committee  in  the  matter  of  foregoing 
taxes,  then  reported  that  the  following  taxes  should  be  foregone, 
viz: 

la  Thurber  Warfield's  bills  for  1810  and  1811,  the  taxes  againat  William 
Braley,  Aaron  Fuller,  Daniel  Hopkins,  Eben''  Handy,  Jolm  King  3  polls, 
Benedict  Maun,  Dickson  Morris,  David'Plumer,  Arnold  Betnitigton,  Wil- 
liam Tomkins,  Eliaa  "Whiting,  Elihne  Chapin,  Seth  Davenport,  Thomas 
Low,  Baley  Legg,  Israel  Mowry  Jr, ,  Adam  Wheelcrek,  Isaac  Silsby,  Amasa 
Albee,  Ira  Aldrich,  DavidLegg,'  William  Buahee,  Constant  F.  Daniels,  Na- 
tlian  Green,  Henry  Green,  Clark  Hunt,  David  Hopkins,  Joseph  Hayward, 
William  Johnson,  Wid.  Susanaali  Legg,  Gideon  Mowry,  Elijali  Perrin, 
George  Riddle,  Samuel  Remingtoa,  Samuel  Taft,  Samuel  Taber,  Philip 
Wakefield  and  Nathan  Pickering. 

The  above  were  mostly  poU  taxes,  amounting,  in  1810,  when 
the  poll  tax  was  $1.14,  to  $33.84,  and  in  1811,  when  the  poll  tax 
was  $1.30  to  $24.92;  in  both  years  to  the  sum  of  $41'.84. 
Voted  to  accept  of  the  foregoing  report. 
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The  Committee  also  recommended  ■that  the  collection  of  the 
following  taxes,  in  Joseph  Bates'  tax  bills  for  1813,  be  foregone. 


The  taxes  against  Israel  Mowry,  Josiah  Browo,  Duty  Cook,  Richard 
Mann,  Albion  Cook,  Daoa  Perry,  Hoawell  Potter,  Daniel  Burchard,  Leon- 
ard Allen,  Am03  Albee,  Luther  Ebeberendon,  Asahel  Warner,  Paul  Kim- 
ball, John  Aldrlch,  Ellis  Albee,  Lemuel  Berry,  Thomas  Cheney,  Nathan 
Pickering!  and  William  Aldricli,  amounting  to  $3S.51. 

The  poll  tax  for  this  year  was  11.64. 

Voted  not  to  raise  the  monthly  pay  of  the  soldiers  that  are  now 
or  may  hereafter  be  detached  for  actnal  service. 

Under  a  new  ivai-raut,  at  a  meeting  held  this  7th  of  November, 
the  following  votes  were  given  for  a 
■  BeprenentaMw  in  the  lit!i  Oongresa, — Hon,  Elijali  BrTgbam  bad  34  votes. 
Gen.  John  Spurr  had  04  votes. 

THE   WAR   OF    1813, 

War  was  declared  by  the  United  States  against  Great  Britain 
Jnly  18,  1813.  William  Piiiekney,  then  Attorney  General,  drew 
up  the  declaration,  and  for  which  the  following  reasons  were  as- 
signed : 

1.    The  impressment  of  American  seamen  by  British  ships  of  war. 

3.    Their  doctrine  and  system  of  blockade. 

3.  Tlie  adoption  and  continuance  of  the  Ordei'3  in  Council  whicli  oper- 
ated disastrously  upon  our  commerce. 

.    4.    An  unsatisfled  demand  lor  remuneration  for  depredations  on  the  liiw- 
e  of  the  United  States. 


The  quota  of  Massachusetts  of  the  100,000  men  ordered  to  be 
raised  by  Congress  was  10,000.  Caleb  Strong,  then  Governor  of 
Massaehn setts,  declined  to  call  out  the  militia,  at  the  requisition 
of  Gen.  Dearborn,  who  commanded  the  United  States  troops  iu 
Massachusetts,  but  issued  orders  that  they  should  be  in  readiness 
to  march  for  the  defence  of  the  inhabitants,  agi-eeable  to  the  direc- 
tion of  their  immediate  officers.  In  consequence  of  this  decision 
of  the  Governor  it  was  only  after  a  negotiation  of  many  years 
that  the  acconnt  for  the  services  of  the  Massachusetts  soldiers 
was  allowed  by  the  general  governmeut.  At  the  settlement  the 
rosters  of  the  Massachusetts  soldiers  were  taken  to  Washington 
and  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Thii-d  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
by  whom  the  following  list  is  certified  to  be  con-ect; 
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"  List  of  names  of  a  company  of  Massncliusetta  Militia  in  the  war  of 
1813,  commandeii  bj  Capt.  Wright  Curtis,  in  the  Regiment  commanded  Ijy 
Lt.  Col.  Valentine,  in  service  Sept.  and  Oct.,  1814. 

Wiight  Curtis.  Cnpt.  Isaac  Silsby,  Lt.  Jared  Benson,  Ens.  Saj'gts.— 
Ethan  Tourtelotte,  Dani.  Southwick  3d,  Thaddens  Curtis.  Privts.— Wil- 
lis Aldrich,  Stephen  W.  Cook,  Colllna  Capron,  John  Cass,  Jr.,  Amos  Dan- 
iels, Elhridge  G.  Daniels,  Smith  Danieb,  Riley  Daniels,  Mosea  Daniels,  Jr., 
Wewton  Darling,  Sutt^Dn  Gillson,  Ebeaezer  Kingman,  Stephen  Lieuctt, 
Richard  Mann,  George  Merriam,  John  Merriam,  Alvah  Piune,  Allen  Rich- 
ardson, Washington  Rhodes,  Thompson  Tliayer,  Willard  Wilson,  Stephen 
Tourtelotte,  Horace  Parkhurat,  David  Boyden.  Svt.— Noali  Cook.  Saml. 
Brown. 


1815.  March  6.  Andrew  Penniman  was  ebosen  Town  Clerk; 
Joseph  Adams,  Caleb  Thayer,  Samuel  Smith,  Ahaa  Allen,  and 
John  Southwick  3nd,  Selectmen;  Elijah  Thayer,  Treasurer,  and 
Lewis  Allen,  Constable  and  Collector  of  Taxes,  he  agreeing  to 
collect  the  same  for  190.50. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  tlie  agents  to  prosecute  and  de- 
fend for  and  in  behalf  of  the  town  should  occasion  require. 

Voted  to  raise  1600  for  schooling. 

Voted  to  raise  1800  for  repaii'S  of  highways  and  bridges. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  a  Committee  to  examine  the  con- 
dition of  the  Town's  Bonds  and  report  at  the  April  meeting. 

Moses  Daniels,  Ahaz  Allen  and  Asa  Kelley  were  chosen  a  Com- 
'  mittee  to  yiew  the  highway  districts  and  report  whether  any  al- 
teration of  their  boundaries  be  expedient. 

Adjourned  to  April  3,  and  then  met  and 

V  ted  tl  it  the  Treasurer  collect  $600  of  the  loan  money. 
Vote  1  that  the  Selectmen  shall  decide  who  shall  pay  their  part 

or  p^its  of  the  above  sum  and  what  part. 

V  te  1  that  thej  pay  one-half  of  their  several  sums  in  throe 
months  and  the    ther  half  in  six  months. 

Aotel  t  bnill  i  Powder  House  and  Kichard  George,  Aaron 
Bnrdon  Mo  es  Daniels,  Enos  Taft  and  Caleb  Thayer  were  chosen 
a  Budd  ng  C  n  mittee. 

Aotel  to  I  i%h  iver  the  reading  of  the  laios  until  the  May 
meeting. 

STATE    ELECTION. 
For  Governor,         Hon.  Caleb  Strong,  had  61  votes.  Elected. 
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For  Governor,         Hon.  Samuel  Dexter      had  307  voles. 
"  Lt.  Governor,  Hon.  William  Phillips,    "      61      " 
Hon.  William  Gray,  "305       " 

Ilbr  Benators  and  Gouncitlore — Hon,  Silns  Holman,  Benjamin  Adams, 
Moses  Smith  and  Oliver  Crosby,  Esqrs.,  had  61  ea«li.  And  Moses  White, 
Joseph  Adams,  Edmund  Gushing,  and  Jonaa  Sibley,  Esqrs.,  had  208  votes 

Adjourned  to  the  May  meeting. 

May  1.    Voted  to  raise  SilOOO  to  defray  town  ciiai-gos  this  year. 

Voted  to  forego  the  taxes  of  Abij'ah  Adams,  Moses  Herrin, 
Kewell  AVhitney,  Moses  Aldrich,  Isaac  Aldrich,  Freeman  Ar- 
nold, Wm.  Aldrich  2nd,  Collins  Aldrich,  James  Couples,  Moses 
Haskell,  Wm.  Bushee,  Dana  Pen-y,  Caleb  Potter,  Robert  Thay- 
er, David  Smith,  Samuel  Tabor  and  Silas  Wheeler,  amounting 
to  *23.6a. 

Nov.  i.  Tlie  Selectmen  of  the  two  towns  perambulated  the 
line  between  Bellingham  and  Meudou. 

The  following  petition  is  the  first  indication  of  a  desire  for  the 
division  of  the  town. 

To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, — We  the  subscribers,  tree- 
holders  in  the  town  of  Mendon,  desire  yours  Honors  to  call  a  special  meet- 
log  of  the  InliahitaniB  of  said  town  to  act  upon  the  following  articles,  to 

1.  To  see  if  tlie  inhabitants  will  vote  to  have  the  So  nth.  Parish  set  oft  into 
a  town  by  itself. 

2.  To  choose  a  Oommlllee  to  agi'ee  upon  the  divisioi)  line  of  said  town. 

3.  To  act  upou  any  other  business  relative  to  said  division  that  the  town 
shall  see  flt. 

John  Pond,  Lewis  Allen, 

Henry  Thayer,  Dauiel  Darling, 

John  Thompson,  Timotliy  Chase, 

Smith  Daniels,  Nicholas  Thayer, 

Elisha  ThompsoQ,  Luther  Warfield. 

Upon  this  petition  the  Selectmen  issued  their  wai-rant  for  a 
town  meeting  to  be  held  on  the  1st.  day  of  January,  1816,  at 
the  Second  Parish  meeting  house. 

The  meeting  was  accordingly  held  at  the  time  and  place  ap- 
pointed.    Joseph  Adams,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Moderator. 

The  only  vote  recorded  is  the  following: 

"  Voted  to  adjourn  this  meeting  without  day." 

EEV.  SIMEON   DOflGETT,  THE   EIGHTH    JIINIBTEK. 

The  "Rev.  Luther  Bailey,  having  declined  a  call  for  settlement. 
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at  Mendon,  the  Rev.  Simeon  Doggett  was  ordained  Jan.  17, 
1815,  and  was  dismissed,  at  his  own  request,  Dec.  i,  1830.  IIo 
was  a  gi-aduate  at  Brown  University  in  1788,  where  he  remained 
as  tator  until  1796,  While  in  Mendon  many  young  men  were 
attendant  upon  his  instruction,  qnite  a  number  becoming  mem- 
bers of  Colleges.  Mr,  Doggett  was  a  native  of  Middleborongh, 
and  removed  to  Eaynliam,  at  his  diamiasal  from  Mendon,  and, 
for  some  years,  was  engaged  in  the  ministry  there.  He  died  in 
1853. 


l8l6.  March  4.  Chose  Andrew  I'onnimaii,  Town  Olerli; 
Ahaz  Allen,  Aaron  Burden,  Caleb  Mowry,  Asa  Kelly  and  John 
8.  Eddy,  Selectmen;  Elijah  Thayer,  Esq.,  Treaaarer,  and  Joseph 
Bates,  Constable  and  Collector. 

Joseph  Adams  was  chosen  agent,  to  prosecute  and  defend  ac- 
tions which  may  be  brought  by  or  against  the  town. 

Voted  to  raise  11300  for  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges. 

Voted  to  allow  10  cents  an  hour  for  a  man  and  the  same  for  a 
yoke  of  oxen  and  cart  for  work  on  the  highway. 

Swine  and  neat  cattle  were  not  allowed  to  run  at  large. 

Voted  to  forego  the  taxes  against  twenty-eight  persons 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $37.89. 

Vote  for  Register  of  Deeds — Oliver  Piske,  Esq, ,  had  all  the  votes,  being  30. 

Adjourned  to  the  April  meeting. 

April  1.  Voted  to  commit  the  collection  of  the  taxes  to  fchc 
lowest  bidder. 

Joseph  Bates,  being  the  lowest  bidder,  he  offering  to  collect 
the  taxes  for  twenty-seven  dollars  ($37.00)  was  thereupon  chosen 
Collector  and  Constable. 

Voted  to  raise  $600  for  schooling. 

Voted  to  choose  a  Committee  to  make  some  alteration  in  some 
of  the  highway  districts,  if  required,  and  Capt,  Caleb  Thayer, 
Capt.  Aaron  Burden  and  Col.  Warren  Eawson  wore  chosen  said 
committee. 

Voted  that  two-thirds  of  the  town  meetings  be  held  at  the 
First  Parish  Meeting  House,  and  the  annual  March  meeting  over 
and  above. 

Adj.  to  the  next  town  meeting. 
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April  1.  STATE   ELECTION. 

For  Governor,         Hon.  Samuel  Dexter        had  173  votes, 
"  "  Hon.  John  Brooks  "     49     "       Elected. 

"   Lt.  Governor,  Hon,  WiUiam  King  "    173      " 

Hon.  William  Phillips       "     43     " 
Fbr  Senatoi-s  and  GoiineiUora  —  Sonffph  Adams,  Edmund  OusJiing,  Jouas 
Sihley  and  Zadoclt  Gates  had  173  votes  each,  and  Timothy  Whiting  1. 
Silas  Holmaii,  Oliver  Crosby,  Daniel  Waldo  and  Thomas  H.  Blood  had  49 
votes  each  &  Daniel  Crosby  1. 

May  6.     After  filling  va<;aiicie8  among  the  town  officers, 
Voted  to  raise  $1300  to  defray  town  charges. 

CHOICE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  TO  THE  GESTERAL  COURT.  ' 

The  record  says  Dr.  Daniel  Tliurber  and  Joseph  Adams  were 
chosen,  without  giving  the  nnmber  of  ballote  cast. 

In  a  new  warrant  for  a  meeting  this  day  the  second  article  was 
as  follows,  viz: — 

"  To  see  what  measuroa  the  town  will  take  to  pay  their  debts  on  aceouat 
of  their  Collector  (Lewis  Allen)  absconding." 

The  meeting  was  accordingly  held,  and  after  the  choice  of 
Ahaz  Allen,  Moderator, 

Voted  to  dissolve  the  meeting  loWwut  day. 
■It  is  believed  that  this,  with  one  other  (Mosea  Smith),  are  the 
only  instances  in  the  history  of  the  town  where  any  of  its  officers 
had  embezzled  the  funds  entmsted  to  then-  cai'e.  Happy  the 
tov^^n  that  can  say  that  through  its  transactions  of  two  hundi-ed 
yeai-s  it  has  met  with  hnt  two  defaitlters. 

June  7.     Under  a  new  warrant. 

Voted  to  choose  a  Collector  to  perfeut  the  colleeUon  of  Lewis 
Allen,  and  Joseph  Bates  was  chosen. 

Voted  that  the  Assessors  make  a  warrant  in  due  form  of  law 
to  Joseph  Bates  to  perfect  the  collection  of  Lewis  Allen's  tax 
bills. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  call  in  the  town's 
money  (bonds)  that  they  have  loaned  out,  one  half  to  he  paid 
in  in  three  months  and  the  other  half  in  six  months. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  he  directed  to  receive  town  orders 
dated  after  April  1,  1816,  in  pay  for  the  loaned  money  above 
mentioned. 
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At  a  meeting  held  the  same  (.lay,  (June  7,)  l)jan  adjounimeiit 
from  the  March  meeting,  it  was 

Voted  not  to  accept  the  bondsmen  brought  forwiu'd  by  Joseph 
Bates  as  surety  to  the  town,  for  liis  receiving  and  collecting  the 
tax  bills  the  present  year. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed  at  the  last  April  meetiiig 
respecting  the  places  of  holding  the  town  meetings. 

Voted  to  hold  all  the  town  meetings  at  the  Sonth  Parish  Meet- 
ing house, 

Adjonrnod  for  one  week. 

Jnne  14.  Voted  to  hire  a  Collocfcor  in  the  room  of  Josejih 
Bates. 

Johnson  Legg  agreed  to  collect  the  taxes  for  $37.00,  and  to 
procure  satisfactory  bondsmen  to  seoiire  the  town. 

Johnson  Legg  was  then  chosen  Collector  of  Taxes. 

Johnson  Legg  was  chosen  a  Selectman  to  fill  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  Col.  John  S.  Eddy,  about  fco  remove 
from  the  town. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed  at  the  last  meeting  respect- 
ing the  places  of  holding  the  town  meetings. 

Voted  that  one  half  of  the  town  meetings  shall  be  hold  at  the 
North  Parish  Meeting  House  and  the  other  half  at  the  South 
Pai-ish  Meeting  House. 

August  S6,  Fofes/OT"  Bepre»enlatm  in  Coiigrest — For  Abraliam  LincolQ, 
Esq.,  42  votes.     Benjamin  Adaina,  Esq  ,  14  votes. 

This  election  was  held  to  fill  a  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  Hon.  Elijah  Brigham,  who  was  elected  Nov.  7,  1814. 

Votes  for  Gouit^  Segigter — Oliver  Fislte,  Esq.,  liad  34  votes.  B,  Kimliall 
8.      J.  Wilson  23,  sad  8.  Allen  1. 

Nov.  4.  No  election  for  a  member  of  Congress  having  been 
effected,  a  meeting  was  held  this  day  for  another  trial,  and  with 
the  following  result: 

Abraham  Lincoln,  Esq.,  had  27  votes.  Benjamia  Adnma,  Esq.,  liad  6 
votes.    Levi  Lincoln,  Esq.,  had  1  vote. 

No  County  Register  (Register  of  Deeds)  having  been  elected 
at  the  fli'st  trial,  another  meeting  was  held  this  day,  and  the 
votes  given  in  were  as  follows,  viz: — 

Oliver  Fiske,  Esq.,  liad' 43  voles,  Benj.  Kimhall,  Esq.,  had  1  vote. 
James  "Wilson,  Esq.,  had  1  vote. 
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1817,  Mai'ch  3.  Town  Clerk,  Andrew  Peiiniman;  Seleet- 
niea,  Capt.  Esek  Pitts,  Amai'iah  Tiift,  Cupt.  Jared  Benson, 
Oapt.  Blisha  Wood  and  James  Sonthwick;  Aiidrew  Penniman, 
Treasurer;  Moacs  Daniels,  Jr.,  Constable, 

After  completing  the  choice  of  the  remaining  towii  officers, 
the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  April  7, 

April  7.  Moses  Daniels,  Jr.,  bid  off  the  collection  of  the 
taxes  at  $38.50,  and  to  procure  a  bond  satisfactoiy  to  the  Select- 
men. 

Voted  to  raise  $600  for  schooling. 

Voted  to  raise  $1200  for  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges. 

Voted  that  swine  and  neat  cattle  do  not  run  at  large. 

Chose  Dr.  Joseph  Adams,  agent,  to  proseente  and  defend,  &c. 

Moses  Daniels,  Thomas  Taft  and  Darius  Smith  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  make  alterations,  if  any  are  wanted  in  any  of  the 
school  districts. 

Caleb  V.  Allen,  Johnson  Legg  and  Seth  _  Davenport  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  make  alterations,  if  any  ai'e  wanted  in  tJie 
highway  districts. 

Warren  Kawson,  Johnson  Legg,  Richaard  George,  Elijah 
Thayer  and  Seth  Davenport  were  chosen  a  committee  to  con- 
sider the  subject  of  providing  a  house  for  the  poor,  or  anything 
respecting  the  poor,  and  make  a  report  at  the  next  town 
meeting. 
.    Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $13.13. 

Voted  to  hold  the  annual  March  meeting  at  the  North  Pariah 
Meeting  House,  and  other  town  meetings  one  half  at  the  North 
and  the  other  half  at  the  South  Parish  Meeting  House, 

Voted  to  reject  the  laying  out  of  a  road  through  land  of 
Nathan  Very  and  Ichabod  Thayer  to  Washington  Hunt's  house. 

Adjourned  to  May  5. 

April  7.  STATE   ELECTION. 

For  Governor,        His  Ex.  .Tolm  Brooks  had       47  votes.     Elected. 
"         "  Hon.  Henry  Dearborn  had     130 

"    Lt.  Governor,  Hon.  William  Phillips  had      46     " 
■■  "  Hon.  William  King  liad         130      " 

For  Senators  and  Ofnineillon — Hon.  Oliver  Crosby,  Daniel  Waldo,  Tlionias 
H.  Blood  and  Gen.  James  Humphrey  had  46  votes  eacli.  Joseph  Adams, 
Edmund  Gushing,  Jonas  Sibley  and  Zadook  Qafea,  Eaqrs.,  liad  118  votes 
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Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  rejecting  the  laying  out  of  u.  road 
from  Nathan  Verj's  to  Washington  Hnnt's  honse. 

Voted  to  accept  the  said  road  as  reported  by  the  Selectmen 
Dec.  23,  1816,  and  to  pay  Nathan  Very  134.68,  Ichabod  Thayer 
$83.00  and  the  heirs  of  the  widow  Very  $50.67  as  land  damages. 

May  5.  Voted  to  raise  $2,000  to  defray  town  chai'ges  this 
year, 

Joseph  Adams  and  Elijah  Thayer  were  chosen  Representatives 
to  the  General  Court. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed  at  the  April  meeting  in 
regard  to  the  places  of  holding  town  meetings. 

Voted  that  one  half  of  the  town  meetings  he  held  at  each 
Parish  meeting  honse,  the  annnal  March  meeting  to  be  held  at 
the  North  Parish  Meeting  House  out  of  their  half. 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $16.35. 

Adjourned  to  June  16. 

Jnue  16.  Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  accepting  the  location 
of  a  road  from  Nathan  Very's  to  Washington  Hnnt's  house; 
also,  a  vote  accepting  a  road  through  Nathaniel  Taft's  land  and 
others. 


I8l8.  March  2:  Chose  Andrew  Penniman,  Town  Cleric; 
Esek  Pitts,  Seth  Davenport,  Aai-on  Burden,  Caleb  V.  Allen  and 
Asa  Kelly,  Selectmen;  Andrew  Penniman,  Treasurer,  and 
Ephraim  Lee,  Collector  and  Constable. 

Voted  to  raise  $1000  for  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  advertise  for  proposals  for  suppoi't- 
ing  the  poor  the  ensuing  yeai\ 

Adjourned  to  April  meeting, 

April  6.     Voted  to  raise  $600  for  schooling  the  current  yeai'. 

Voted  to  pay  Ephraim  Lee  $23  for  collecting  the  taxes. 

Voted  that  the  sum  of  $80  be  reserved  from  the  $600  for 
schooling,  and  be  apportioned  by  the  Selectmen  among  the  larger 
districts. 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $12.57. 

Voted  to  accept  the  report  of  the  committee  heretofore  chosen 
to  consider  the  subject  of  supporting  the  poor,  and  which  is  as 
follows,  via: — 
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The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  Article  in  the  warrant  of  last 
year  respecting  the  PcM>r  of  said,  town,  have  attentively  considered  the  suh- 
ject  committed  to  them  and  heg  leave  now  to  Report,  that  they  find  the 
expeuses  of  supportiog  the  Poor  have  been  rapidly  increasing  for  a  number 
of  years  and  have,  for  the  year  past,  arisen  to  a  most  enormous  sum.  In 
searching  for  the  causes  of  this  great  and  growing  evil  they  are  of  opinion 
that  the  principal  one  is  the  present  method  of  supporting  the  Poor.  Now 
they  are  boarded  out  separately,  by  individuals,  each  at  a  weeltly  sum. 
This  mode  your  Committee  conceive  is  liable  to  many  weighty  objections. 
It  tends  to  increase  the  number  of  paupers,  and,  as  they  increase  in  town, 
boarding  will  then  consequently  be  higher.  They  therefore  are  strongly  of 
opinion  tliat  some  other  way  of  supporting  them  be  adopted,  at  least,  to  try 
the  experiment  for  one  or  two  years.  Among  tlie  number  of  opinions  tliat 
liave  been  suggested  no  one,  at  this  time,  presents  fewer  objections  and 
difficulties  tlian  that  of  putting  out  ail  the  Poor,  collectively,  to  the  pej'son 
in  town  who  will  take  them  at  the  least  sum  by  the  year. 

The  Committee  think  this  way  will  not  only  lessen  tlie  numlier  of  pau- 
pers but  will  also  deter  others  from  asking  assistance  from  tlie  town,  aud 
will  also,  as  is  believed,  diminish  the  espensesof  supporting  them  one  tliird 
or  one  half.  The  Committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  town  direct 
tlieir  Overseere  of  the  Poor,  for  tiiis  year,  to  enter  into  contract,  under  the 
direction  of  the  town,  with  some  person,  at  the  best  tei'ms  they  can,  to  pro- 
vide for  and  support  all  the  Poor  of  the  town  for  one  year;  the  said  person 
to  have  suitable  accommodations  for  all  the  poor — to  be  obligated  to  take 
good  care  of  them  in  sickness  and  in  health — to  furnish  them  sufficiently 
with  fire  wood  and  good  wholesome  provisions— to  provide  them  with  com- 
fortable lodgings  and  clotliing;  and  also,  if  thought  beat  and  finally,  said 
Ovei-seers  to  make  such  i-ules,  regulations  and  conditions  as  they  may  judge 
most  proper  for  tlie  benefit  of  tlie  town  and  tiio  comfort  of  the  Poor, 
All  which  is  submitted 

8eth  Davehport, 
Johnson  Lego, 
Wakhen  Rawson, 

Mendon  March  2,  1818. 

Voted  not  to  make  any  alteriiUon  in  the  p]acesfor  lioldiiig 
town  meetings. 
Adjourned  to  the  May  meeting. 

April  6.  STATE    ELECTION. 

For  Governor,        His  Ex.  John  Breoks,  had  SI  votes.     Elected. 

"  "  Hon.  Beuj.  Crowiiingshieid  had  113      " 

"    Lt.  Governor,  William  PhOiips,  Esq.,  had  SO     " 

Thomas  Kittredge,  Esq.,  had       113      " 
FbT  Senatm-a  and  CWjwsBws— Joseph  Adams,  Edmund  Cushing,  Jonas 
Sibley,  Zadock  Gates,  Esqrs.,  had  113  voles  each,  and  Oliver  Crosby, 
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Q  P.  Giirdiiur,  Ear|L's.,  had  31 

May  4.  Met  pursnaut  to  adjounimotit  from  the  March  meet- 
ing. 

Voted  to  raise  |1,400  to  defray  town  charges  this  year. 

Voted,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Fonrth  Highway  District 
divide  their  highway  work  agreeable  to  their  own  minds. 

I  find  no  report  of  the  amount  of  work  doiie  in  this  district. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed  at  the  last  meeting,  divid- 
ing the  school  money,  and  that  $60  instead  of  $80  he  distribnted 
among  the  lai'ger  districts. 

Voted  to  accept  the  laying  out  of  a  road  from  BelHngham  line 
to  the  road  from  the  Five  Corners  to  Woonsocket  Falls,  by  the 
houses  of  Ichabod  Cook  and  Seth  Kelley.  The_road  to  be  two 
rods  wide  and  the  damages  were  appraised  as  follows,  tIz: — 
Amos .  Thompson,  $15.00;  lohabod  Cook,  Jr.,  $30.00;  Seth 
Kelly,  $15.00;  Joseph  and  Nicholas^Thajer^^llO.OO,  and  Asa 
Kelly,  $10.00. 


Voted  that  the  names  reported  by  the  Selectmen  be  pnt  in  the 
j'nry  box,  as  follows,  viz: — 

Elijah  Taft,  Caleh  V.  Allen,  Amos  Thayer,  Henry  Thayer,  Enos  Taft, 
Johnson  Legg,  Seth  Davenport,  George  Soutliwick,  Ahaz  Allen,  Aaron 
Burden,  Simon  Thornton,  Andrew  Penniman,  Asa  Kelley,  Nathan  Very, 
Samuel  BOls,  Benjamin  Drake,  James  Paine,  Esek  Pitts,  Epiu'aim  Lee, 
Jared  Benson,  Samuel  Uaskill,  Obadiah  Wood,  Benjaraiu  Davenport,  Na- 
than Fisher,  Elijah  Thayer,  George  Wall,  Washington  Hunt,  Caleb  Thayer, 
Latlier  Warfleld,  Ariel  Cook. 

Nov.  2,  For  BepremnfaUm  to  Ooiiffress — Sumner  Bastow,  Esq.,  had  38 
votes.    Benj.  Adams,  Esq.,  had  31  votes. 

Dee,  7.  Seth  Davenport,  of  Mendon,  and  Ezra  Wood  and 
Daniel  Holbrook,  of  Upton,  in  behalf  of  the  Selectmen  of  their 
respective  towns,  perambulated  the  dividing  line  between  said 
towns. 


1819.     March   1.     Chose   Andrew  Penniman,  Town   Clerk; 
Esek  PittSj  Obadiah  Wood,  Elijah  Thayer,  Johnson  Legg  and 
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Amos  Thayer,  Selectmen;  Andrew  Penniman,  Tresisiu'cr,  and 
Thurber  Warfleld,  Constable  and  Collector  of  Taxes. 

Voted  to  raise  11000  to  ropair  highways  and  bridges. 

Chose  Johnson  Legg,  Nalium  Bates  and  James  Paine  a  com- 
mittee to  make  alterations  in  the  school  districts,  if  Jiny  are 
wanted. 

Seth  Hastings,  Esq.,  Warren  Eaivson,  Esq.,  Eichai'd  George, 
Esq.,  Asa  Kelley  and  Caleb  V.  Allen  were  chosen  a  committee 
on  the.^snbject  of  providing  a  poor  house. 

Caleb  Hayward,  Ahaz  Allen  and  Ai-thnr  Cook  were  chosen  a 
committee  on  the  petition  of  Preserved  Pickering. 

Voted  to  let  horses  and  neat  cattle  run  at  large  this  yeju'. 

Voted  to  divide  the  school  money — one  half  equally  among 
the  school  districts  and  one  half  equally  among  the  scholars. 

Voted  to  raise  $800  for  schooling. 

Adjourned  to  April  meeting. 

April  5.  Met  and  voted  to  give  Thnrber  Wavfield  $30.50  for 
collecting  the  taxes  the  present  year. 

Voted  to  accept  the  report  of  the  committee  on  tiie  petition  of 
Preserved  Pickering  as  follows,  viz; 

"That  tlie  town  allow  him  fifty  cenla  per  week  as  an  iiet  of  c/iai-Uy  Aur- 
ing  the  tei'ra  of  one  year,  for  the  support  of  his  aged  father,  provided  said 
grahdty  do  not  invalidate  the  bond  of  said  Preaei-ved  Pickering  gave  the 
town  for  the  maintenance  of  his  father." 

Johnson  Legg,  George  Wall  and  Aliaa  Allen  were  chosen  ;t 
committee  to  abate  taxes. 


For  Governor,         His  Ex.  Joha  Brooks  liad    36  votes.  Elected. 

Hon.  Benj.  Crowningshield    ■■    173      " 
"  Lt.  Governor,  Hon.  William  Phillips  37      " 

Hon.  Benj.  Austin  173      " 

libr  Senators  a-nA  Oowaaillora—i<iD»s  Sibley,  Joseph  Adams,  Ednnmd 
Gushing,  aJid  Zadoc  Gates,  Esqrs.,  had  171  votes  each,  and  Stepheo  P. 
Gardner,  Aaron  Tufts,  Lewis  Bigelow  and  Samuel  Eastman  had  36  votes 

May  3.     Voted  to  raise  $1300  to  defray  town  charges. 

SepremiiaUw  to  the  Gemral  (hurt— Dr.  Daniel  Thiirber  was  chosen  hav- 
ing 57  votes. 

Nov.  8.  Voted  to  discontinue  the  road  that  was  lately  laid 
out  through  Nathaniel  Taft's  land. 
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Voted  to  forego  the  taxes  of  Hon.  Jonathan  Knssell  tor  the 
years  1818  and  1819. 

Chose  Esek  Pitts,  Esq.;  as  town  agent  to  prosecute,  &c. 

Voted  to  accept  the  bi-idge  and  caiiseway  recently  built  at 
Blackstone,  as  a  town  bridge  and  causeway. 


1820.  March  6.  Chose  Andrew  Peniiiman,  Town  Clerk;  Esok 
Pitts,  Obadiah  Wood,  G-eorge  Wall,  Ahaz  Allen  and  Amos  Thay- 
er, Selectmen;  Andi-ew  Penniman,  Treasurer,  and  Dan  Hill, 
Constable. 

Voted  to  raise  $1000  for  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges. 

A  committee  of  ten  were  appointed  to  consider  the  expedi- 
ency of  accepting  the  road  laid  out  from  Jesse  Tonrtelotte's  to 
the  road  between  Thomas  and  Nathaniel  Taft's.  Eichai-d  George 
Esq.,  WajTen  Eawson,  Esq.,  Nathan  Fisher,  Maj.  Washington 
Hunt,  Moaes  Daniels,  George  Wall,  Enos  Taft,  Seth  Davenport, 
Nathan  Very  and  Andrew  Penniman  constituted  the  committee. 

Swine,  horses  and  neat  cattle  were  resti-ained  from  running  at 
lai'ge. 

Adj.  to  the  April  meeting, 

April  3.     Voted  to  raise  1800  for  schooling  the  present  year. 

Voted  to  dismiss  the  Tth.  ai-ticle  from  the  wai-rant,  which  was, 
"  To  ace  what  method  the  town  will  adopt  for  the  support  of 
tiie  Poor." 

STATE    ELECTION. 
For  Governor,         His  Ex.  Julm  Brooks        tad    37  votes.     Elected. 
Hon.  William  Bustis  "    131      " 

"  Lt,  Governor,  Hon  William  Phillips        "     37      " 
•     "  "  Hon.  Benj.  Austin  "    131 

Fbr  Senators  and  OouneiUora—Yloa.  Stephen  P.  Gardoer,  Aaron  Tufts, 
Samuel  Eastman  and  Lewis  Bigelow,  Esqrs.,  had  37  votes  eacli.  Levi  Lin- 
coln, Jr.,  Calvin  Willard,  James  BstaLrook. 

Voted  to  raise  $800  for  town  charges  the  present  year. 

Dan  Hill  was  chosen  Collector  and  to  collect  the  taxes  for 
*25.00. 

Voted  to  disehai-ge  the  Road  Committee  of  Ten  and  to  accept 
the  road  from  Jesse  Tonrtelotte's  to  the  road  between  Thomas 
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and  Nath],  Taft's  in'ovided  iio  land  damages  shall  be  claimed. 
Adj.  to  the  next  town  meeting. 


No  record  of  the  number  of  votes  given. 

Voted  to  allow  Preserved  Pickering  40  cents  per  week  for  the 
support  of  Jiis  father,  Jonathan  Pickering. 

AJiaz  Allen,  Oapt.  Caleb  Thayer  were  chosen  a  committee  "to 
see  if  the  town  will  make  any  alteration  in  the  highway  districts 
or  any  alterations  in  the  roads,  in  particular  in  the  districts  in 
which  George  Wall  and  Jonathan  Knssell  live." 

Voted  that  whatever  may  be  the  decision  of  the  above  com- 
mittee, it  shall  be  valid  for  one  year,  by  their  reporting  to  the 
town  clerk,  to  be  recorded. 

Suppose  this  committee  had  altered  every  distnct  and  road  in 
town,  it  would  have  been  valid  for  one  year.  Committees  ai-e 
not  often  entnisted  with  such  plenary  power. 

Aug.  31st.  In  the  wan-ant  there  was  but  one  article  which 
was  "  Is  it  expedient  that  Delegates  be  chosen  to  meet  in  Con- 
vention for  the  pnrpose  of  Revising  or  Altering  the  Constitution 
of  Government  of  this  Commonwealth." 

The  votes,  113  in  number,  all  in  the  affiraativc. 

Voted  to  raise  1400  in  addition  to  tlie  1800  already  raised  for 
town  charges. 

Oct.  16.  Voted  to  choose  two  Delegates  to  the  Constitutional 
Convention. 

Chose  Hon.  Jonathan  Russell,  Dr.  Daniel  Thurber. 
Nov.  6,    Bepre^ntatlm  to  O/j^ress— Hon.  Jonathan  Husse II  had  133  voles. 
Hon.  Benjamin  Adams  haii  18  votes. 

VOTE   FOE  ELBCTOK8  OF   PRESIDENT    AND   VICE   PBBSIUENT. 

Fbr  Electors  at  Large— Hon.  Benj.  W.  Crowningshield  had  101  votes. 
Hon.  Levi  Lincoln  had  101  votes. 

Sbr  Worcester  South  Disiiict— J oaas  Sibley,  Esq.,  had  101  votes.  Hon. 
Seth  Hastings  had  24  votes.     Richard  (Jeorge,  Esq.  had  1  vote. 

THE   NEW   MEETING    HOUSE. 

The  Old  Meeting  House  getting  dilapidated  and  also  entirely 
out  of  fashion,  having  no  spire,  tower  or  bell,  the  question  of  a 
new  meeting  house  began  to  be  mooted,  and 
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Nov.  24,  1819,  a  meeting  was  called  "  to  consider  the  Bnbject 
of  building  a  New  Meeting  House," 

Hon.  Jonathan  Russell  was  chosen  Moderator.  Benjamin 
Davenport,  Clerk. 

At  this  meeting  committees  were  chosen  to  report  a  srritable 
site  and  the  cost  of  the  building  whether  built  of  brick  or  wood; 
and  also  to  canvass  for  siibscriptions  to  defi'ay  the  cost. 

Dee.  3.  Hon.  Jonathan  EusseU  oifered  the  Society  one  and  a 
half  acres  of  land,  opposite  his  house,  for  the  site  for  the  house 
and  to  fence  it  without  expense  to  the  Society,  and  to  add  *400 
to  his  subscription. 

Dee.  4.  Hon.  Seth  Hastings  offered  to  give  one  acre  and  two 
rods  (being  the  present  location)  and  raise  his  subscription  to 
$600. 

The  offer  of  Mr.  Hastings  was  accepted  and  the  meeting  pro- 
ceeded to  choose  a  Building  Committee,  as  follows,  viz:  Hon. 
Jona.  Russell,  Hon.  Seth  Hastings,  Enos.  Taft,  Rieliard  George, 
Esq.,  Seth  Davenport,  Andrew  Penniman,  Caleb  V.  Alien,  Caleb 
Haywai'd,  Benjamin  Davenport,  Amariah  Taft  and  Elijah  Taft. 
William  S.  Hastings  was  chosen  Treasurer. 

Dec.  11.  The  following  is  the  subscription  paper  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  Meeting  House. 

Whereas  it  liaa  become  necesaary  to  erect  a  New  Meeting  House  for  tlte 
Tute  of  tile  Gongregational  Soekt//  in  ills  First  Parisli  in  Mendoa,  and  whei'eaa 
a  Committee  consisting  ot  the  following  persons,  viz:  8elh  Hastings,  Jona- 
tliati  Rusaell  and  Richard  George,  Esqrs.,  Enos  Taft,  Setli  Davenport,  Ben- 
jamin Davenport,  Caleb  V.  Allen,  Andrew  Penniman,  Elijah  Taft,  Ama- 
riah Tatt  and  Caleh  Hayward  were  duly  chosen,  hy  the  majority  of  tlie  sub- 
scribers, for  the  purpose  of  contracting  with  some  skilful  architect  Iti  erect 
SMd  house  and  of  making  all  neceasary  arrangements  for  the  completion  of 

Now  be  it  known,  in  consideration  said  Committee  sliall  contract  with 
some  skilful  architect  for  the  erection  and  completion  of  said  building  and 
make  themselves  personally  liable  for  the  amount  of  the  consideration  to 
be  p^d  to  said  architect  for  the  erection  and  completion  of  said  building, 
we  the  Subscribers  do  hereby  promise  and  agree,  severally  and  not  jointly, 
to  pay  the  sums  of  money  set  to  our  respective  names  to  any  iwrsou  duly 
authorized  by  said  Committee  to  receive  the  same.  And  we  do  hereby  fully 
authorize  said  Committee  to  make  all  necessary  contracts  for  the  erection 
and  completion  of  said  Meeting  House. 

And  we  do  also  empower  said  Committee  to  collect  sucli  instalments  on 
the  amount  of  money  hereunto  subscribed,  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be 
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lie  erection  and  completion  of  said  building,  in  due  propor- 
tion upon  each  suTjsci'iption,  and  we  do  hereby  promise  to  pay  the  same  on 
demand  to  any  person  duly  autlioiized  by  said  Oommittcc  to  receive  tlie 


Jonatlian  Bussell . . 


Moses  Davenport $  50 

Zalman  Green I'.'i 

Joseph  Adams 100 

Stephen  Wood 100 

Anna  Torrey 50 

Horatio  Stone 10 

Ciiloe  Davenport 100 

Peter  Holbroolt 30 

Alexander  TLayer,  Jr 100 

Nancy  Rawson SO 

Lendoi  Staples 50 

VervilleTaft 15 

David  Legg 50 

Asa  Legg 10 

ElijatTaft 1135 

Natiiaji  Haywai'd 100 

Piiebe  Keith  by  Jas  Mellen, . .  35 

James  Mellen '35 

William  S,  Hastings 50 

Jnbez  Aldricli 50 


Benj.  Davenport 

Seth  Davenprart 

Richard  George 

Caleb  V.  Allen 

Caleb  Hayward 

Amariah  Taft 

Andrew  Penniman 

Joseph  Prince 

Daniel  Childs 

John  Fisher 

Warren  Hawson 

Ephraim  Lee 

EnosTaft 

BlishaWood 

Benj.  Peirce - 

Daniel  R.  Newhali 

Henry  Russell 

Mosea  T.  Chapin 

Stephen  Willard 

Henry  Goss 

Saml.  D.  Torrey  by  B,  Daven- 
port        100 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Building  Committee,  held  June  17th,  it 
.  was  voted  that  no  person  be  permitted  to  sell  spiritaoae  liquors 
on  the  Meeting  House  Common,  or  on  the  public  highway  near 
it,  on  the  days  of  raising  said  House,  and  that  the  committee 
shall  prosecute  any  one  who  shall  violate  this  rule. 

Voted  that  the  Clerk  give  notice  of  the  last  mentioned  vote 
by  posting  np  a  copy  of  the  same  at  each  of  the  stores  and  taverns 
in  this  vicinity. 

The  meeting  house  having  been  raised  and  the  stnicture  ap- 
proaching completion,  the  Building  Committee,  Sept.  15,  were 
authorized  to  procure  a  bell.  For  this  purpose  a  committee  to 
solicit  subscriptions  was  raised,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Eussell, 
George,  Hayward,  A.  Taft,  and  W.  S.  Hastings. 

The  subscriptions  for  the  belt  were  made  subject  to  the  same 


Amount,  . 


;6,4S0 
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conditions  nitli  tliose  foi  the  Mcietiup,  ITonse,  and  were  as  fol- 
lows  MZ  — 

EnoaTaft  f2    Amaiiah  T«ift ISA 

Caleb  Ha3ward  30    Stephen  Tori'ey 5 

ElijaUTaft  10    Wavren  Rawson 10 

Seth  Davenport  40    Jo icpli  Prince 10 

Ben]    Davenport  40    Gustavus  Aldrich,  Bud !» 

Seth  Hastings  40    Thomas  Hlone,  Jr 5 

Andrew  Penniman  lU    Luke  Aldnch 10 

Jonathan  Ruflsell  60    Jdi   Q  Davenport 5 

GrindalWood  10    Nath]   Torrey 5 

111  ael  Mowrj  30    Benoni  Staples i) 

Geoi^  C   Branol)  B    "ft  ekome  Staples 5 

Alonzo  Taft  5    Abijali  Hall,  in  iron  work 5 

Samuel  R  Seals  5    Sumnci  Ballon 3 

Horatio  Stone  ">     Joseph  Allen 3 

Zttcchens  Tatt  5    Ale\inder  Thayer 5 

Wm   B  Hasting*!  10    Winioi  Wheelock 5 

Chloe  Davenport  13    Henry  Mowrj 5 

Pliila  Baker  3    '5aml  W  Doggett i) 

Hezekish  PleU,lier  5    Stephen  Willard H 

Rntus  Coflfee  1    Simeon  Doggett,  (Rev.) 50 

Dennis  Wheelock  5    John  L   Doggett 35 

Zebulon  Gows  5    Daniel  Tliurber,  (Dr.) 20 

George  L  Davenpoit  5    Samuel  Gaskill S 

Seth  R  Adams  10    AJex'  H   Allen 10 

Daniel  Childa  10  Ale\andei  Tliayer,  Jr.,  (Dr.). . .     10 

Abeam  Staples  8    H(ni>  Ruisell 3 

Nahum  Wheelock  B     John  Haj  ward .1 

Richard  George  35    Ljman  Daniels fi 

Abiiali  Staples  *t    William  Green 5 

George  W  Taft  1                                                       

George  Wood  7       Amount $065 

The  Meeting  House  liaving  been  completed,  tlie  bell  hniig  in 
the  belfry  and  the  communion  table  in  its  place,  the  edifice  was 
formally  dedicated  to  the  public  worship  of  God  Thuradav,  Nov. 
30,  1820. 


1821.  March  5.  Chose  Andrew  Penniraan,  Town  Olerk;  Esek 
Pitts,  Obadiali  Wood,  George  Wall,  Ahaa  Allen  and  Amoa 
Thayer,  Selectmen;  Andrew  Penniman,  Treasurer,  and  Dan 
Hill,  Constable. 
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Voted  that  the  Selectmen  view  the  road  leading  from  Kelly  & 
Paine's  factory  to  the  Smithfield  road,  by  Beiij,  Pickering's 
house,  and  make  eneh  alteration  of  the  bounds  of  said  road  as 
they  shall  think  best,  and  report  at  the  next  town  meeting. 

Voted  to  adjourn  to  the  April  meeting. 

April  3.  Voted  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  look  into  tlie 
case  of  P]-eserved  Pickering  and  report  at  the  May  meeting. 

STATE   ELECTION. 

For  Governor,         William  Eustis,  Iiad  128  votes. 

"  "  Levi  Lincoln  had  130      " 

"    Lt.  Governor,  His  Ex.  John  Brooks  had       13     "        Elected. 
"  Hon.  William  Phillips  had      13      " 

As  John  Brooks  was  elected  Governor  from  1816  to  1823,  the 
Clerk  made  a  mistake  in  his  record,  and  the  names  of  Brooks 
and  Lincoln  should  be  t: 


Mr  Senators  and  Oaurnillor)— James  Sihley,  Warren  Rawson,  James  Ea- 
tabrook  and  Moses  Thomas  had  129  votes.  Aaron  Tufts,  Salem  Towne, 
Jr.,  John  Shepley  and  Nathaniel  Jones  had  8  votes  each,  and  Setli  Hast 
ings,  Richard  George  and  Bezaleel  Taft  had  2  votes  eacb. 

Votes  for  County  ifegijifei— Artemas  Ward  had  51  votes.  Otis  Corbetl  had 
25  votes.    Oliver  Fiske  had  8  votes. 

April  9.  A  town  meeting  was  held  pursuant  to  a  resolution 
of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  held  at  Boston  Nov.  15, 1820, 
to  vote  on  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  Coiiatitution  of  the 
Commonivealth, 

1'he  votes  on  the  several  amendments  were  as  follows,  viz; — 
*  88         Nays  IS 


ArUcle  1, 

Yeas    5 

Nays  103 

Article   8 

Article  3, 

■'     74 

'■      38 

Article    9 

Article  3, 

■'     61 

■'      43 

Article  10 

Article  4, 

■'     13 

"      98 

Article  11 

Article  5, 

*■       1 

■'     lOS 

Article  13 

Article  fl, 

■'     73 

■'      37 

Article  13 

Article  7, 

"     14 

"      93 

Article  14 

Nine  of  tlie  jiieceding  Articles  were  adopted,  and  are  iinm- 
bered  in  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  from  one  to  nine 
inclusive 

3VIay  7,     Beprwent-itim  to  die  Qeiteral  Court — Chose  Dr.  Daniel  Tluirber, 


Under  the  adjourned  March  meeting  warrant, 
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Voted  to  raise  1800  to  defray  town  cliarges  the  current  year. 

Voted  to  raise  $800  for  schooling. 

Voted  to  raise  *1000  for  repaii-s  of  highways  and  bridges. 

Luther  Warfield  bid  off  the  collection  of  the  taxes  at  $16.00, 
and  was  chosen  Collector  and  Constable. 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $34.91. 

Voted  that  town  meetings  be  warned  by  posting  notices  at  tlie 
meeting  houses  of  the  North  and  Soiith  Parish,  and  at  the  store 
of  Henry  Thayer,  at  the  Five  Comers. 

Voted  to  allow  Preseiwed  Pickering  forty  cents  per  week  for 
the  support  of  his  father,  and  the  meeting  was  then  dissolved. 

Esek  Pitts  and  George  Wall  for  Mendon,  and  Daniel  Day  and 
Nahum  Morse  lor  TJxbridge,  Selectmen,  perambulated  the  line 
between  tlie  two  towns  May  9. 

N"ov.  31,  There  having  been  no  choice  for  Eegister  of  Deeds, 
another  meeting  was  held,  and  the  votes  were  as  follows,  viz: 

Seth  Hastings,  Esek  Pitts,  Obadiah  Wood,  Johnson  Leggand 
A.  Thayer  were  chosen  to  count  the  votes. 

Hon,  Oliver  Fiske  had  2  votes.  Artemas  Wai'd,  Esq.,  had  56  votes. 
Mr.  Luthei'  Warfield  had  1  vote. 

Nov.  13.  The  report  of  the  committee  chosen  at  the  March 
meeting  to  revise  the  highway  districts  being  made. 

Voted  to  choose  a  committee  to  revise  and  establish  the  higli- 
way  districts  in  said  town,  and  Seth  Davenport,  Jabez  Aldrich, 
Caleb  V.  Allen,  Moses  Daniels,  Nahum  Bates,  Seth  Kelley,  Eli- 
jah Taft,  Obadiah  Wood,  Jared  Benson,  George  Wall,  Nathan 
Very,  Washington  Hunt  and  Esek  Pitts  were  chosen. 

Voted  to  accept  of  the  list  of  Jurors,  as  follows,  viz: 

*Cal«b  V.  Allen.  *AmoH  Thayer.  *Henry  Thayer.  *Johnaon  Legg. 
"Beth.  Davenport.  *George  Southwick.  *Ahaz  Allen.  *Aarott  Burden. 
*Andrew  Peniiiman.  *Asa  Kelley.  *Samuel  Bills.  *Eselt  Pitts.  *James 
Paine.  *Ephraiin  Lee.  "Jared  Benson.  *Samuol  Qaskill.  "Obadiah  Wood. 
•Benj.  Davenport.  "Elijah  Tliayer.  "George  Wall.  'Washington  Hunt. 
"Caleb  Thayer.  "Luther  Waifield.  "Ariel  Cook.  *Artemas  Thayer. 
*Jsbez  Aldrich.  "Caleb  Hayward.  "Luke  Aldrich,  Jr.  'Collins  Capron. 
"Lebbeus  Oaskill.,  "Daniel  Southwick,  2d.  "Jesse  Tourtelotte,  Jr.  Wil- 
lard  Wilson.  Stephen  Tripp.  "John  Kelley.  "Ichabod  Cook,  Jr.  'Na- 
hum Bates.  "Peleg Aldrich.  'Welcome  Thayer.  'Luke  Aldrich.  Anson 
Aldrich.  *Mose3  Aldrich.  "Mancy  Thornton.  'Leonard  W.  Darling. 
•Arnold  Taft. 
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Voted  that  the  Selectmen  pay  the  widow  of  the  liite  Henry  S. 
Benson  #15.00  for  a  cow  which  was  killed  hy  Elijah  Eiimsdell,  a 
pauper,  belonging  to  this  town. 


1822.  March  4.  Chose  Andrew  Penniman,  Town  Clerk; 
Elijah  Thayer,  Esq.,  Richard  George,  Esq.,  George  Wall,  John- 
son Legg  and  Nahum  Bates,  Selectmen;  Andrew  Penniman, 
Treasurer;  Thnrber  Warfield,  Constable;  and  Alpheus  Free- 
man, Collector  and  Constable;  Caleb  Haywai-d,  Kichard  George 
and  William  S.  Hastings,  School  Committee  for  the  North 
Pai'ish,  and  Esek  Pitts,  George  Wall  and  Welcome  Thayei'  for 
the  South  Pariah. 

Esek  Pitts,  Ohadiah  Wood,  Eichai-d  George,  Seth  Davenport, 
Elijah  Thayer,  Amos  Thayer,  Caleb  Thayer,  Benjamin  Daven- 
port and  Caleb  Hayward  were  chosen  a  committee  to  consider 
the  subject  of  purchasing  a  honse  and  farm  for  the  snpport  of 
the  poor. 

Aliaz  Allen,  Esek  Pitts  and  Enos  Taft  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  encroachments  made  upon  any  of  the 
roads  of  the  town,  and  report. 

April  1.  Voted  to  raise  #1000  for  repair  of  highways  and 
bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  *10  for  repair  of  the  old  meeting  house  in  the 
North  Palish,  in  consideration  of  the  use  of  the  house  for  hold- 
ing town  meetings  there. 

Voted  to  disehai'ge  the  committee  heretofore  chosen  to  arrange 
the  highway  districts  from  further  service,  and  the  subject  was 
referred  to  Esek  Pitts,  Seth  Davenpoi-t  and  Washington  Hunt. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee made  in  November  last,  revising  the  highway  districts. 

STATE    ELECTION. 

For  Goveraor,        His  Ex.  John  Brooks  liad  38  votfis.    Elected. 

Hott.  William  EuBlisTiad  12 

"  ■'  '  Hob.  Henry  A,  S.  Dearborn  had 

For  Lt.  Goveraor,  Hon.  William  Phillips  liad  2 

Hon.  Levi  Lincoln  had  12 

J.  Hon.  William  Gray  had 

For  Senators  aiui  GmtnciSarti — Jonas  Sibley,  Edmuad  Gushing,  James 
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Basterbrook,  Wai'ren  Rawson  and  David  Wiidswortli  had  119  votiss  each, 
and  Aavon  Tufts,  8alem  Towne,  Jr..  Nathaniel  Jones,  Benj.  Adiims  and 
Steplien  P.  Gardner  had  2«  each.    Esek  Pitts  liad  4  votes. 

Miij  6.  Alplieiia  Freeman  bid  ofE  the  collection  of  the  tajies 
for  $16.00,  and  was  then  chosen  Collector  and  Constable. 

Esek  Pitts  was  chosen  Town  Agent. 

Voted  to  raise  $1000  for  defraying  town  chsu-ges  tliis  yeai\ 

Voted  to  raise  $800  for  schooling. 

Voted  to  accept  a  road  laid  out  by  tlie  Selectmen  from  a  towu 
road  neai-  Otis  Taft's  to  ihe  road  near  James  and  Soufchwick 
Harkness'  house. 

The  Selectmen  were  instructed  to  consider  and  report  in  what 
method  the  roads  should  be  opened  the  proper  width. 

Voted  to  accept  the  Highway  Committee's  report,  bnt  as  the 
report  was  not  recorded,  nor  can  be  found,  it  is  uncertain  what 
committee's  report  is  meant. 

Bepresentatim  to  the  Gerwral  Gourt—Bi:  Daniel  Thurber  was  chosen. 

May  6.     Under  a  new  wai-rant, 

Voted  to  a<!cept  a  i-oad  laid  out  by  the  Selectmen,  from  near 
Maj.  Ruf us  Aldnch's  to  the  widow  M.  Hill's  house,  provided 
said  road  is  made  and  fenced  without  expense  to  the  town. 

Voted  to  allow  Pi-eserved  Pickering  forty  cents  per  week  for 
the  support  of  hie  father. 

Voted  that  the  Assessors  be  directed  to  iurnish  the  Surveyors 
of  Highways  with  warrants  of  distress. 

Adjourned  to  the  next  towu  meeting. 

June  11.  It  seems  there  had  been,  as  was  supposed,  some 
illegalities  in  the  doings  of  the  town;  and,  at  this  meeting,  a 
committee  was  chosen  to  petition  the  Legislature  to  have  the 
doubtful  proceedings  legalized. 

Hon.  Jonathan  Russell,  Joseph  Adams  and  Dr.  Daniel  Thur- 
ber were  chosen  the  committee,  and  Dr.  Thurber  was  consti- 
tuted agent  to  present  the  petition, 

Oct.  4.  Vote/or  BepremniaMjte  in  Gonffrenn — For  Jonas  Sibley,  Esq. ,  there 
were  68  volfls.  For  Hon.  8eth  Hastings  there  were  33  votes.  For  Hon. 
Benjamin  Adams  there  were  4  votes. ' 

No  choice  for  a  Representative  having  been  effected  at  this 
trial,  anotlier  meeting  was  called,  and  which  met  as  follows. 
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1823.  Mhi-cIi  3.  A  second  trial  for  a  Representative  in  Con- 
gi'ees  was  held  this  day  and  with  the  following  result: 

Hon.  Seth  Hastings,  had  33  votes.  Hon.  Benj.  Adams,  had  2  votiss. 
Hon,  Jonaa  Sibley,  liad  117  votes.    BeMleel  Tatt,  had  1  vote: 

Under  another  warrant  the  following  business  was  transacted: 

Andrew  Penniraan  was  chosen  Town  Clerk;  Esek  Pitts,  John- 
son Legg,  Jared  Benson,  Jabez  Aldrich  and  Luke  Aldrich  2d., 
were  chosen  Selectmen;  Andrew  Penniman,  Treasurer,  and  El- 
bridge  Cass,  Constable  and  Collector,  and  to  have  IIJJ.OO  for  col- 
lecting the  taxes. 

Esek  Pitts  chosen  Town  Agent  to  prosecute,  &c. 

Adj.  to  the  next  town  meeting, 

April  7.  Caleb  Hayward,  Ahaz  Allen,  Asa  Kelly,  Washington 
Hunt  and  Luther  Warfleldwere  chosen  a  Committee  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  redistricting  the  Town  as  to  School  and  High- 
way disti-icts. 

Voted  that  the  town  pay  Preserved  Pickering  $15.50  for  extra 
expenses  in  the  late  sickness  and  burial  charges  of  his  late  father, 
Jonathan  Pickering. 

Voted  that  Esek  Pitts,  Johnson  Legg  and  Ahaz  Allen  be  a 
Committee  to  repair  the  bridge  by  Wall  &  Capron's  mills,  if 
necessai-y. 

Voted  to  foi-ego  taxes  amounting  to  $43.77. 

STATE   ELECTION. 
For  Governor,         Hon  Harrison  Gray  Otis  had    37  votes. 

Hon.  William  Eustis,  "    212      "    Eleottd, 

"   Lt.  Governor,  Hon.  Daniel  Noble,  "      3' 

"  "  Hon.  Levi  Lincoln,  "    30' 

"  "  Hon.  William  Gray,  "        1 

For  Senators  and  Goiineillon— Boa..  Aaron  Tufts,  Hon.  Benj.  Adams,  Hon. 
Stephen  P.  Gardner,  Nathaniel  Jones  and  Natiianiel  P.  Denny  had  37  votes 
each;  and  Warren  Eawson,  James  Estabrook,  Josiah  Howe,  Daniel  Gilbert 
and  Edward  D.  Bangs  had  305  votes  esch. 

May  5.  Voted  to  raise  *1000  for  the  repairs  of  highways  and 
bi-idges;  eight  hundred  dollai-a  (*800)  to  be  assessed  and  worked 
in  the  usual  way;  two  hundred  dollars  (4200)  of  the  above  snm 
of  tlOOO  to  be  assessed  according  to  law  and  be  paid  into  the 
ti-easury  in  money,  to  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Selectmen 
who  ai-e  to  apportion  it  among  the  several  highway  districts  as 
they  shall  see  fit. 
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Voted  the  Selectmen  call  on  the  SuiTeyoj's  of  Highways  for 
the  last  two  yeai-a  to  present  their  tax  bills  for  inspection  and, 
shonld  they  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  so,  to  prosecute  them. 

Voted  that  the  bridge  by  Wall  &  Csipron's  Mills  be  rebuilt  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Selectmen. 

Voted  to,  i-eject  the  report  of  the  Committee  herefore  chosen 
on  the  reorgauixation  of  the  School  Districts. 

Vot-ed  todieniiss  the  Article  for  the  division  of  the  6th.  School 
District. 

Voted  to  raise  $1200  to  defray  town  charges  the  cun-ent  year. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  among  town  charges  the  support 
of  the  Poor  was  a  large  sum. 

Under  a  new  warrant  the  3nd.  Article  of  which  was  in  these 
words,  "  To  see  what  measures  the  town  will  adopt  or  recom- 
mend in  order  more  effectually  to  suppress  Intemperance  and 
immorality  and  their  consequences,  one  of  which  is  Pauperism." 

Voted  to  choose  a  Committee  of  one  from  each  School  Dis- 
trict, to  meet  the  Selectmen  to  consult  and  determine  on  some 
measure  tliat  may  be  expedient  to  adopt  for  the  suppression  of 
Intemperance  and  immorality  in  said  town.  This  Committee 
consisted  of  Seth  Davenport,  Seth  Hastings,  Ahaz  Allen,  Moses 
Daniels,  Nahum  Bates,  Asa  Kelly,  Thomas  Taft,  Obadiah  Wood, 
Aaron  Burden,  George  Wall,  Artemas  Thayer,  John  S.  Eddy 
and  Jonathan  M.  Shove.    No  Report  of  this  Committee  is  found. 

Voted  to  raise  $10  to  repair  the  Meeting  House  in  the  3nd, 
Parisli. 

Voted  to.  choose  a  Committee  to  report  on  a  road  laid  out  by 
the  Selectmen  from  near  Nathan  Very's,  Esq.,  house,  to  the 
road  near  WsLshington  Hunt's,  and  Caleb  Haywiird,  George  Wall 
and  Asa  Kelly  were  chosen. 

Adj.  to  June  2. 

June  3.  At  this  meeting  the  above  Committee  made  a  report 
which  was  a^^cepted,  rejecting  the  road. 

Under  a  new  wan-ant  June  3. 

Voted  to  dismiss  the  2d.  Article,  calling  for  a  division  of  the 
6tli.  School  District,  from  the  wai'rant. 

Voted  to  dismiss  tlie  remaining  ai'ticle  in  the  warrant,  which 
was  to  see  if  the  town  would  sell  the  Training  Field,  neai-  Sam- 
uel Gaakill's. 
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Jime  39.  Voted  to  divide  the  6tli.  School  District  into  three 
districts  agreeable  to  the  petition  of  the  residents  there. 

Voted  to  refer  the  road  from  Jeese  Toiirtelotte's  to  road  by 
Thomas  Taft's  to  Caleb  Hayward,  Obadiah  Wood  and  George 
Wall,  to  report  at  the  adjouriiment  of  this  meeting. 

Adj.  to  Sept.  9. 

Sept.  9.  Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  dividing  the  6th.  School 
District,  and  then  diesolved  the  meeting. 

Adjonmmeiit  from  June  28th  and  June  3, 

Voted  to  dismiss  the  2nd.  Article,  "  to  divide  the  Oth  School 
DiBtriet," 

Voted  to  accept  of  the  Tonrtelotte  road  as  it  is  now  travelled. 

Sept.  36,  A  new  meeting  was  called  for  Sept.  26  witli  two 
articles,  viz: 

1st.  "  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  be  dwided  into  tux?  s&pwraie  towns," 

2d.    "To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  divide  the  6th.  School  District." 

Upon  the  1st.  Article  to  divide  the  town,  it  was  decided  as  fol- 
loivs,  viz:     Yeas  45.     Nays  63. 

TJlTon  the  2d.  Article,  to  divide  the  district,  it  was  decided  as 
follows,  viz:     Yeas  39,     Nays  43. 

Dec.  5.  Chose  Capt.  Caleb  Thayer,  Johnson  Legg  and  Lulce 
Aldrich  2d.,  "  to  look  into  the  situation  of  the  School  Districts 
and  report  at  the  next  town  meeting." 

Voted  to  dismiss  the  3d.  Article  which  was  as  follows,  viz: 

"  To  see  if  the  town  will  allow  Thomas  Taft's  claim,  heing  $17.50  being 
for  work  done  on  that  road,  as  he  says,  which  the  town  hired  Jesae  Tour, 
telotle,  Jr.,  to  make  and  paid  him  for  the  same." 


1824.  March  1.  Chose  Andrew  Peiiniraan,  Town  Clerk; 
Chose  Esek  Pitts,  Johnson  Legg,  Col.  Joseph  Ray,  Caleb  Hay- 
ward  and  Aaron  Burden,  Selectmen;  Andrew  Penniman,  Treas- 
urer, and  Elbndge  Cass,  Constable;  Dan  Hill,  Collector  and  Con- 
stable, at  $39.00  for  collecting  the  taxes. 

Voted  to  raise  $1000  for  repairs  of  roads  and  biidgee. 

It  seems  that,  at  this  time,  the  school  districts  gave  the  town 
a  great  deal  of  trouble.  We  hear  of  no  report  fi'om  the  com- 
mittee chosen  at  the  last  meeting  to  report  at  this,  and  so  the 
town  voted  to  choose  a  new  committee  "  to  arrange  anew  and 
fix  limits  to  the  several  school  districts." 
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Nahum  Bates,  Col.  Joseph  Eay,  Aliaz  Ailen,  Jaben  Aldrich 
and  Esek  Pitta  were  chosen  the  committee. 

Eichard  George,  Esek  Pitts,  P.lija]i  Thayer,  Benj.  Davenport 
and  Caleb  Hayward  were  chosen  a  committee  to  consider  the  sub- 
ject of  buying  or  hiring  a  place  whereon  to  support  the  poor. 

Adj.  to  April  meeting, 

April  5.     Voted  to  raise  $800  for  schooling  the  present  year. 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $51.39. 

Voted  to  purchase  a  farm  whereon  to  suppoi-t  the  poor. 

Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  seven  to  make  said  purcliase, 
and  Johnson  Legg,  Esek  Pitts,  Caleb  Hayward,  Richard  Gfeorge, 
Ahaa  Allen,  Icliabod  Cook  and  Obadiah  Wood  were  chosen  sitid 
committee. 

Voted  to  dismiss  the  second  article,  which  proposed  a  division 
of  the  town. 

Adj.  to  May  meeting. 

April  5.  STATE   ELECTION. 

For  Governor,        His  Ex.  William  Eustis  liad      375  votes.    Elected. 
"         "  Hon.  Samuel  Latlirop  had  33     " 

"  "  Amos  Southwlck  bad  1     " 

For  Lt.  Governor,  Hon.  Marcus  Moi-ton  had  376      " 

"         Hon.  Eichard  Sullivan  had         33 
For  Ssnati>rs  and  Cov,noill«ra — Hon.  Bdmuod  Ouahing,  Dr.  Datiiol  Tliur- 
lier,  Nathaniel  Houghton,  Joseph  Bavia  and  .lohn.  Brown  had  375  each, 
and  Hon,  Aavon  Tufts,  Benj.  Adams,  Stephen  P.  Gardner,  Nathl.  P.  Den- 
ny and  .Toseph  G.  Kendall  had  83  each. 

May  3,     Adjourned  from  April  meeting. 
Voted  to  raise  the  sum  of  $1500  to  defray  town  charges. 
BepreaetttaU'm)  to  the  Oeneral  Court — Dr.  Daniel  Tliurher,  Hon.  Jonatlmu 
Ruasell.  Wan'en  Rawson,  Esq. 

June  28.     Adjourned  from  March  meeting. 

Voted  to  build  a  bridge  over  the  north  branch  of  tlie  Black- 
stone  River  at  the  Mills,  and  Esek  Pitts  was  chosen  to  superin- 
tend its  erection. 

Johnson  Legg  was  chosen  agent  to  prosecute  or  defend  suits 
brought  by  or  against  the  town. 

Among  the  records  of  the  doings  of  the  town  for  this  year  will 
be  found  the  report  of  a  committee,  which  was  accepted,  fixing 
the  boundaries  of  the  higliway  districts,  sixieeii  in  uiimber. 
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The  report  is  signed  by  Joseph  Adams,  Johnson  Legg  and  JabcK 
Aklrich. 

At  the  same  place  may  be  found  the  report  of  a  committee, 
which  was  also  accepted,  fixing  the  boundaries  of  the  school  dis- 
tricts, fotirteen  in  number.  This  report  is  signed  by  Nalium 
Bates,  Ahaz  Allen,  Jabez  Aldricli,  Joseph  Ray  and  Esek  Pitts. 

Nov.  1.  Sbr  Bepretenlatwe  to  Qongveu — Hon.  Jonas  Sibley  Iind  88  votes. 
Snmuer  Bastow  had  52  votes.  John  Diivia  liad  48  votes.  Ricliarii  Gem-ge 
liad  1  vote. 

FOR  KI.B0T0R8  OP  rRE8II>EBT  ANI>  VICH  PKESrOENT, 

Al.  I  argil— Hon.  'William  Gray  had 171)  votes. 

Hon.  Levi  Lintoln  had 170  " 

Hon.  William  Baylies  had 43  - 

Hod.  William had 43  " 

8nffolk  District Hon.  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  lind ITO  " 

Hon.  Samuel  HuLbard  had 43  '" 

Essex  South  District Hon.  Nathaniel  Bllshy  had 170  " 

Hon.  William  Sutton  had 43  " 

Essex  North  District  Dr.  Joseph  Kittredge  had 170  " 

David  Howe,  Esq.,  had 43  " 

Norfolk  District Hon.  John  Endicott  had ITO  " 

Hon.  Benj.  Reynolds  had 43 

Plymouth  District Hon.  Thomas  Weston  had 170  " 

Benj.  Hobart,  Esq.,  had 43  " 

Worcester  North  District.  .Edmund  Cnshing,  Esq.,  had 170  " 

Hon.  Solomon  Bti-oog  had 48  " 

Worcester  South  District.. .Gen.  Jonathan  Davis  had. , ITO 

Dr.  Daniel  Thurber  had 43  " 

Bristol  District Cornelius  Qrlnnell,  Esq.,  had 170 

Hon.  John  M,  Williams  had 43  " 

Middlesex  District Augustus  Tower,  Esq. ,  had  170  ' ' 

Hon.  Edmund  Foster  had 43  •' 

Barnstable  District Hezekiah  Barnard  had 170,  "  . 

Nymplias  Mavston,  Esq.,  had 43  " 

Berkshire  District Hon.  William  Walker  had 312  " 

Franklin  District Oliver  Smith  had 170  " 

Gen.  Samuel  Porter  had 43 

Hampden  District Enos  Foot,  Esq.,  Iiad ...170  " 

Dr.  .Timothy  Horton  had 43  ■■ 

Voted  that  it  is  inexpedient  that  a  road  should  be  laid  throiigh 
tlie  town,  beginning  near  the  house  of  Col.  Ezekiel  Preston.  i]i 
Douglass,  and  Icai^ing  to  Peter  Cook's  house,  iu  Milford. 
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Chose  Caleb  Hayward  sigoiit  to  opi)ose  its  luuiition.  'J'lie  road 
was  not  located. 

Voted  to  raipe  82800  by  ii  loan,  provided  it  can  be  hired  for 
five  per  cent,  or  under,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  for  a  farm 
whereon  to  support  the  poor. 

Caleb  Hayward  was  chosen  as  agent  to  hire  the  money  in  be- 
half of  the  town  and  take  a  deed  of  the  fai-m. 

The  record  is  silent  as  to  where  the  proposed  farm  was;  but, 
as  this  vote  (as  we  shall  see)  was  soon  reconsidered,  it  is  of  little 
consequence  to  be  informed  of  it-s  location. 

Dec.  33.  Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  to  hire  *38O0  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  for  a  farm  whereon  to  support  the  poor. 

Johnson  Legg  and  Caleb  Hayward,  for  Mendon,  and  Ezra 
Nelson  and  Elijah  WaiTen,  for  Upton,  perambulated  and  renew- 
ed the  bounds  of  tho  Sine  between  the  two  towns,  Oct  4. 


1825,  No  choice  for  Representative  in  Congi'ess  liaving  been 
made  at  the  November  meeting,  another  trial  was  had  Jan.  3, 
and  resulted  as  follows,  viz: 

Hon.  Jonaa  Sibley  had  68  votes.  Jolin  Davis,  Esq.,  bad  33  votes.  Sutn- 
uev  Bastow,  Esq.,  Iiad  3  votes,    Bezaieel  Taft,  Esq,,  had  3  votes, 

March  7.  Chose  Andi-ew  Penuinian,  Town  Clerk;  Johnson 
Legg,  Elijah  Thayer,  Joseph  Eay,  Benj.  Davenport  and  George 
Wall,  Selectmen;  Andrew  Penuiman,  Treasurer,  and  Nathan 
Very,  Jr.,  Constable  and  Collector,  and  to  collect  the  taxes  for 
$35.50. 

In  a  new  waiTant  for  a  meeting  this  day. 

The  second  article  was,  "to  see  if  the  Inliabitants  of  tlie 
town  will  request  the  Court  of  Sessions  to  cause  a  Map  of  the 
County  of  Worcester  fi'om  actual  survey  to  be  made  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  County,  on  which  the  County  and  Turnpike  Roads 
shall  be  accurately  marked  together  with  such  other  things  as 
said  Coui-t  shall  judge  necessary." 

Upon  this  it  was  voted  not  to  reqitest  the  Court  of  Sessions  to 
make  a  map  of  the  County  of  AVorcester. 

Voted  not  to  accept  a  road  laid  out  by  the  Selectmen,  from 
near  the  house  occupied  by  Capt.  William  Green,  to  near  the 
house  lately  owned  and  occupied  by  Henry  Thayer,  d 
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April  4.  STATE   ELECTION. 

For  Governor,        Hon.  Levi  LiDColn       bad  73  votes.     Elected, 

"  "  Hon,  Mai'cus  Morton       ■'    18       " 

For  Lt.  Govumor,  Hon.  Marcus  Moiton      "   TO 
"  "  Hon.  Levi  Lincoln  "    10      " 

Mr  Senators  and  GouTidUors — Hon.  Nathl. 
Joseph  G.  Kendall  S3.  Bezaleel  Taft,  Jr.,  I 
Nathl.  Houghton  51.  William  Crawfoi-d  and  William  Eaton  16  each. 
Richard  George  B.  Jonas  Sibley  8.  Sumner  Bastovf  8.  Elijah  Thayer, 
John  Capron,  Pet*r  Farnani  and  Joseph  Davis  6  each.  Pearlej  Hunt  8. 
Daniel  Thurber  10  and  John  Brown  1 , 

No  election  resulted  from  the  last  ballot  for  Representative  in 
Congress,  and  another  trial  was  made  this  day  as  follows,  viz: 


Voted  to  iiccept  the  list  of  jurors  containing  fifty-six  names. 

May  10,  Esek  Pitts  chosen  Eepreeentative  to  the  General 
Court. 

Chose  Hon,  Jonathan  Rnssell,  Hon.  Joseph  Rawsou,  Asa  Kel- 
ley,  William  S.  Hastings  and  Ahaz  Allen,  Esqrs.,  to  view  the  con- 
templated new  road  from  Uxhridge  line,  near  Skull  Rock  (so  call- 
ed) to  Blackstone  Factory,  also  the  old  road  from  the  mills  (now 
Millville,  in  Blackstone,)  to  said  factory  and  report  whether  in 
their  opinion  it  ia  expedient  to  be  built;  also  to  inquire  what  oifer 
any  person  or  persons  may  make  for  defraying  the  expense  of 
constructing  said  road  and  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

May  16.  Voted  to  accept  the  report  of  the  committee  chosen 
itfay  10th,  provided  nothing  in  said  report  shall  be  construed  to 
oblige  tlie  town  to  be  at  any  extra  expense  for  repwi-ing  the  old 
road  or  making  any  new  road  unless  said  new  contemplated  road 
be  wholly  extinguished. 

Chose  Warren  Eawson,  Esq.,  as  agent  to  oppose  the  contem- 
plated new  road  "in  every  stage  of  it." 

June  8,  Voted  that  Warren  Raweon,  as  agent  to  oppose  the 
location  of  the  road  from  Skull  Rock,  at  TJxbridge  line,  to  Black- 
stone  Factory,  be  authorized  to  state,  to  the  locating  committee 
of  the  said  road,  that  Darling  Hill  shall  be  reduced  to  the  same 
gi-ade  as  the  Sonthwick  Hill. 

Aug.  1.     No  Representative  in  Congi-ess  for  the  South  Wor- 
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ceater  District,  being  yet  ulioseii,  a  new  election  wfis  liolil  tliis 
daj,  when 

Hon.  Jornis  Sibley  liiid  74  votes.    John  Davis,  Esq.,  had  30  votes. 

Sept.  12.  Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  ten  persons,  five 
from  each  pai^ieh,  to  take  into  consideratiou  and  consult  on 
measures  relative  to  a  diviaiou  of  the  town  and  make  report  at 
the  next  town  meeting. 

For  the  Nortli  Pai-ish  were  chosen  Sefch  Hastings,  Johnson 
Legg,  Riehai'd  George,  Benjamin  Davenport  and  William  S. 
Hastings. 

For  tlie  South  Parish,  Ichabod  Cook,  Asa  Kelley,  Elijiili 
Thayer,  Nathan  Very  and  Esek  Pitts. 

Voted  to  make  a  survey  of  the  town  together  with  a  survey 
of  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  pai'ishes,  and  William  S. 
Hastings  and  Elijah  Thayer  were  chosen  a  committee  for  that 
purpose. 

Oct.  3.  Voted  to  remonstrate  against  the  petition  for  a  divis- 
ion of  the  town;  and  that  the  number  of  votes  in  favor  and 
against  such  remonstrance  be  recorded. 

Upon  taking  the  vote  it  was  found  that  ninety  (80)  were  found 
in  favor  and  forty  (40)  againat  the  remonstrance. 

Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  three  to  draft  a  remonstrance 
againat  said  petition  (signed  by  Seth  Hiistings  and  othej-a)  and 
that  the  cliairman  of  said  committee  be  agent  for  the  town  to 
piesent  said  remonstrance,  to  oppose  said  division  and  to  appear 
before  any  committee  that  ia  or  may  be  appointed  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  Commonwealth  respecting  a  division  of  the  town 
of  Mendon. 

Hon.  Jonathan  Russell,  Dr.  Daniel  Tlinrber  suid  Elijah  Thay- 
er, Esq.,  were  chosen  iis  the  committee. 

Oct.  n.  Voted  not  to  raiae  any  money  to  build  the  iiew  road 
lately  laid  out  from  Uxbridge  line,  near  Skiill  Rock  to  Black- 
stone  Faotoi-y. 

Nov.  28.  Voted  not  to  choose  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
inconveniences,  complained  of  by  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants, 
in  attending  town  meetings  and  transacting  the  municipal  aitdrs 
of  the  town. 

Vot«d  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  second  article  in  the  war- 
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rant  which  was,  "to  iiistiaict  tho  Selectmen  siud  Aaseesora  to 
make  out' a  list  of  tlio  legal  voters  in  both  or  either  of  the  Par- 
ishes, with  the  valuation  of  taxable  property  set  against  esich 
name,  and  to  complete  the  list  ten  days,  at  least,  before  the  firet 
Wednesdjiy  in  Jan.  next." 

A  motion  to  adjoiim  was  now  made  and  defeated. 

Voted  that  the  town  aviII  not  take  any  fiirtlier  raeasurea  to  op- 
pose tlie  incorpoi'ation  of  a  new  town  within  the  limits  of  the 
North  Parish  in  said  towu,  but  will  cease  to  oppose  the  petition 
now  pending  before  the  Legislature  praying  for  such  incorpora- 
tion, and  direct  the  agents  and  committees  of  the  town  neither  to 
remonstrate  against  said  petition,-  nor  to  appear  in  belialf  of  said 
town  in  opposition  to  said  petition,  nor  to  take  any  further  meas- 
nres  in  relation  thereto. 

Voted  not  to  record  the  number  of  votes  that  were  given  on 
the  last  ab<)VO  vote. 

Dec.  9,  Voted  to  choose  a  committee  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  inconveniences  complained  of  by  a  portion  of  the  inhab- 
itants in  regai'd  to  the  attendance  upon  town  meetings  and  the 
transaction  of  municipal  business,  and  to  report  at  the  next 
town  meeting, 

T lie  committee  chosen  were  Joseph  Adams,  Jonathan  Russell, 
Ahaz  Allen,  Moses  Daniels,  David  'I'hurber,  Asa  Kelley,  Len- 
doll  Staples,  Obadiali  Wood,  Aaron  Burden,  Esek  Pitta,  Nathan 
Very,  Washington  Hunt,  Jonathan  M,  Shove  and  James  9. 
Warner. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  and.  Assessors  make  out  and  deliver 
to  the  ('lerk  of  said  town  a  list  of  all  the  legal  voters  in  the 
town  with  the  valuation  of  each  person's  estate  against  his  name, 
ten  days  before  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  next. 

Voted  nnaniraonsly  to  choose  two  agents  to  oppose  the  divis- 
ion of  the  town  of  Mendon  or  the  incorporation  of  a  new  town 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  said  town,  likewise  to  oppose  the 
petition  now  pending  in  the  Genersil  Court  of  this  Common- 
wealth for  a  division  of  this  town,  and  Hon.  Jonathan  Bussell 
and  Dr.  Daniel  Thnrber  were  chosen  agents. 

Dee,  15.  The  committee  heretofore  chosen  made  a  report, 
but  as  the  same  was  not  recorded  and  the  copy  said  to  have  been 
placed  on  tile,  cannot  be  found,  its  pui'port  cannot  be  now  ascer- 
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tained.  That  it  was  in  opposition  to  a  LlivisJoii  of  the  town  is 
quite  certain. 

Voted  to  accept  tJie  first  article  in  said  rejjort  Ly  183  yeas  to 
78  nays. 

Voted  to  accept  the  second  lU'ticle  in  said  report. 

Voted  to  accept  all  the  report. 

Voted  to  dissolve  the  meeting. 


1S26.  Mai'ch  6th.  Chose  Andrew  Penniman,  Town  Olerk; 
George  Wall,  Benj.  Davenport,  Joseph  Kay,-  Arnold  Taft  and 
Jared  Benson,  Selectmen;  Andrew  Penniman,  Treasurer,  and 
James  A.  Paine,  Constable  and  Collector,  and  to  be  paid  1-50.00 
for  the  collection  of  the  taxes. 

Voted  to  raise  $800  for  schooling  the  present  year. 

Voted  that  Washington  Hunt  be  an  agent  to  call  on  the  Black- 
stone  Canal  Company  to  make  good,  the  damage  done  to  the  road 
Between  Fox  Brook  and  Rhode  Island  line. 

Vot«d  that  the  Selectmen  exhibit  at  the  May  meeting  a  de- 
tailed account  of  the  money  expended  the  preceding  year,  spec- 
ifying what  each  chai-ge  was  for. 


April  3.  STATE  1 


Elected. 


For  Governor,         Levi  Lincoln  hail  34  v. 

"'  "'  Marcus  Morton  "    78 

■'  Samuel  Hubbard  "     11 

Aaron  Tufts  "      1 

For  Lt.  Governor  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  "     14 
Nathan  Willis  "    61 

"  Samuel  Hoar,  Jr  "    15 

Elijah  H.  Mills  "      3 

"  "  William  Baylies,  Jonathan  Ruasoll,  William  Craw- 

ford, Jr. ,  and  Daniel  Thurber  had  3  votes  each,  and 
Aldcn  Bradford,    Aai'on  Tafts,   Jouas   Sibley   and 
Levi  Lincoln  bad  1  vote  each. 
li/r  Senators  and  Cmcttdllors — Jonas  Sibley  had  It  voteis.    Daniel  Thur- 
ber T3.     William  BatonSa     NaHil,  Houghton  78.     And  William  Crawford 
had  40  votes.    Bezaleel  Taft,  Jr.,  38.    Joseph  Q.  Kendall  38  and  Josiali 
Howe  61,    N.  B.  Denay  9.    Benj.  Davenport  and  Bsek  Kite  8  each.    Jon- 
athan Wheeler  7.     Pearley  Hunt  4.     John  Capron  3  and  four  others  had  1 

Voted  to  raise  11000  to  repair  the  highways  and  bi-idges. ' 
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Voted  not  to  dismiss  the  agent  to  oppose  the  location  of  a  road 
fi'om  Uxbridge  hne  to  Blackstone  Factoiy. 

Voted  to  dismiss  the  sixteenth  ai-ticle  in  the  warrant,  which 
was,  "  to  see  how  much  money  the  town  would  raise  to  build  the 
road  from  Uxbridge  to  Blackstone  Factory." 

Ad]',  to  May  meeting. 

May  1.     Voted  to  raise  $3000  to  defray  town  cliarges  this  year. 

Oliosefor  BepreseiUatir€«  to  the  Benerai  (fewf^Eaek  Pitts,  Esq.,  Dr.  Diuiiel 
Tiurber. 

Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  Ave  persons  to  attend  to  the 
duties  reqiiired  by  a  late  school  law  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
this  Common  wealth,  and  the  following  persons  were  chosen  as 
said  committee,  viz:  Caleb  Haywai'd,  Dr.  Daniel  Thnrber, 
George  Wall,  Dr.  Abe!  Wilder  and  Dan  Hill. 

May  37.  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  allow  and 
settle  all  claiins  against  the  town  upon  the  principles  of  jnatice, 
equity  and  law. 

Voted  that  the  town  continue  to  ojipose  a  division  of  said 
town,  and  that  the  Hon.  Jonathan  BuBsell,  their  agent,  take  the 
necessaiy  and  proper  measures  to  that  efEect, 

Voted  that  the  town's  two  Representatives  use  all  honorable 
means  to  oppose  the  division  of  said  town. 

The  histoi-y  of  this  attempted  division  of  the  town  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

June  30,  1825.  Seth  Hastings  and  118  others,  petitioned  the 
General  Court  for  the  incorporation  of  a  new  town  to  include  the 
first  or  north  parish  in  Mendou. 

On  the  19th,  30th  and  21st  of  October,  1825,  ahearing  was  had 
before  a  special  committee  who  had  visited  Mendon  and  viewed 
the  premises.  This  committee  reported  to  the  Committee  on 
Towns  Feb.  7,  1836,  with  the  recommendation  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petition  should  be  granted. 

March  3.  The  petition  was  referred  to  the  next  General 
Court. 

Dec,  17,  1825.  Joseph  Adams  and  61  others  remonstrated 
against  gi-anting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

Dec,  20.  James  S.  AVai'ner  and  72  others  and  Rnfus  Aldi-icb 
and  73  others  also  remonstrated. 
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Jan.  9,  1836.  Jesse  Tonrtelotte  and  30  otliers  remonstrated 
as  "  centre  inhabitants." 

The  subject  of  a  division  of  the  town  was,  at  this  time  brought 
to  a  close,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  record : 

OoMMOBwilALTH    OP  MaSBACKUSETTB, 

In  Sbbatb,  June  Session,  1836. 

Upon  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee  on  Towns  that  the  Petition  of 
Seth  Hastings  and  others  for  a  now  town,  cannot  be  found,  it  was 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  have  further  time  allowed  them  until  the 
next  Session  of  the  Legislature  to  report  on  the  suhject  matter  of  said  Pe- 
tition and  that  the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  file  a  new  Petition,  in  the  mean 

Atlest:       Paul  Willabd. 

Tradition  affirms  that  this  petition  was  stolen,  but  whether 
stolen  or  not,  it  was  not  found,  uor  did  the  petitioners  file  a  new 
one,  and  so  the  subject  of  a  division  of  the  town  was  postponed 
for  twenty  years. 

No  new  petition  was  filed;  but  as  opportunity  had  been 
gi-anted  to  do  so,  should  the  petitioners  see  fit,  the  subject  wae 
not  wholly  put  at  rest  until  the  beginning  of  the  coming  year, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  p 


1827.  Jiiu.  13.  A  town  meeting  was  called  "To  see  if  the 
town  will  agree  upon  any  and,  if  any,  what  measures,  respecting 
a  division  of  the  town  and  the  Petition  therefor,  with  a  view  of 
saving  any  further  unnecessary  expense  in  relation  to  that  sub- 
ject." 

Hon.  Jonathan  Russell  was  chosen  Moderator. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  without  day  was  then  made  and  cai-ried. 
by  a  vote  of  91  to  22. 

Another  meetingwas  immediately  called,  "  To  see  if  the  town 
will  adopt  any  further  measures  in  relation  to  the  proposed  di- 
vision of  the  town  oi'  give  any  instructions  to  their  Agent  or 
Representatives  respecting  the  Petition  therefor,  now  pending 
before  the  Legislature." 

Jan.  30.  At  a  town  meeting  held  this  day  Mr.  Nathan  Tyler 
submitted  the  following  motion:  "  That  a  Committee,  consist- 
ing of  an  etjual  number  from  each  Parish  bo  raised  to  take  into 
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consideration  the  article  above  r(Liote(i  and  reiioi't  at  an  !i(i|ouvne^ 
.meeting." 

After  some  discussion,  Col.  Waa-reii  Rawson  offered  the  follow- 
ing motion,  as  a  enbstitufce:  '"'Inasmuch  as  the  town,  at  a  legal 
meeting  held  in  June  last,  by  their  vote,  directed  that  their 
Agents  and  Representatives  should  take  the  necessaiy  and  pro- 
per measures  to  oppose  a  division  of  the  town,  therefore  voted 
that  it  is  unnecessary,  at  this  meeting,  to  take  any  further  vote 
ou  the  subject." 

The  motion  to  substitute  was  tjarried,  and  with  it  the  agita- 
tion on  the  subject  of  dividing  the  town  at  this  time  was  brought 
to  a  close. 

Mai'ch  5.  Chose  Andrew  Penniman,  Town  Clerk;  George 
"Wall,  Amariah  Taft,  Joseph  Ray,  Arnold  Taft  and  Jai-ed  Ben- 
son, Selectmen;  Aai'on  Burden,  Constable;  Dr.  Abel  Wilder, 
Collector,  and  to  be  paid  $28.00  for  collecting  the  taxes,  and 
Caleb  Hayward,  Dr.  Abel  Wilder  and  Samuel  Allen  were  chosen 
School  Committee.    ■ 

Notices  for  town  meeting  were  directed  to  be  posted  at  tJie 
store  of  George  Wall,  at  the  store  in  Blackstone  village  and  at 
George  Bates'  store. 

April  2.  STATE    ELECTION.- 

For  ttovemor,         Hon.  Marcus  Morton,  had  B7  voteK, 

.  His  Ex.  Levi  Lincoln,  ■■    43      "        Electeil, 

"  "  Hon,  Hanlsoii  Gray  Otis  "      9 

"  '■  Mr.  Joseph  B.  Cook,  "     1      " 

ForLt.  Governor,  Hon,  Thomas  L.  WintLrop,     "    50      '■ 
"  ''  Mr.  Collins  Capron,  ■'      1      " 

Fm-  Seiudors  and  0<ni,nciUor» — Jonas  Sibley  had  84  votes.  Edmund 
Gushing  77.  Pliny  Merrick  83.  Joseph  Davis  122.  Aaron  Brooks,  Jr., 
11.  Aaron  Tufts  43.  Jos.  G.  Kendall  44  Joseph  Bowman  43.  Jolin  W. 
Lincoln  43.  And  Jonas  Kendall,  Wm.  Eaton,  Nathl.  P.  Denny,  Richard 
George,  Rejoice  Newton,  Lewis  Bigelow  and  Benj.  Adams  liad  one  vote 

May  7.     Voted  to  raise  $1000  for  schooling, 
Voted  to  raise  $3000  to  defray  town  charges. 
Voted. not  to  send  any  Representatives. 
Voted  to  dissolve  the  warrant. 
Voted  to  reconsider  the  last  vote. 
Voted  to  reconsider  the  first  vote. 
Voted  to  send  three  Representatives. 
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Dr.  Dftiiiol  Thnrber  was  oliosen  a  Eeproeentativo. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  to  send  three  Eei^rescntLithcs,  so 
fui'  aa  that  it  shall  be  understood  that  we  send  but  one. 

Voted  to  purchase  a  farm  whereoii  to  snpport  the  poor  of  said 
town. 

Kichiu'd  George,  Ahaz  Allen,  George  Wall,  Washington  Hunt 
itud  Obadiali  Wood  were  chosen  a  committee  "  to  look  out  said 
Farm  and  report  at  the  next  meeting," 

Warren  Rawson,  Esck  Pitts  and  Obadiah  Wood  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  oppose  the  location  of  a  road  from  Horatio  Stone's 
Inn  to  John  Thompson's,  neai-  the  Five  Corners. 

June  30.  Oliose  Bsek  Pitts  first  committeman  on  the  com- 
mittee to  purchase  a  poor  farm,  in  place  of  Richard  George,  who 
resigned. 

Aug,  35.    Mrsi  choice  of  Prudential  School  Committees,  via; 

1st  District,  Beuj.  Davenport,  8  District,  Simon  Thorntou. 

3.       do.      Adam  Wlieelock,  0.      do.      Aaron  Burden, 

3.  do.      Sumner  Ballou,  10.      do.      Edwin  D.  Sergent, 

4.  do.       John  KcUey,  11.       do.      Artemaa  Thayer, 

5.  do.      Nahum  Bates,  13.      do.     George  Hill, 

<i.        do.      Samuel  Cook,  13.      do.     Joseph  B.  Cook, 

7.        do.      Beooui  Staples,  14.      do.      James  S.  Warner. 

Voted  to  accept  the  location  of  a  road  laid  from  near  Jediah 
Wilson's  to  Rliode  Island  line  providing  the  whole  cost  shall  not 
exceed  ¥100.00. 

Voted  to  accept  the  location  of  a  road  laid  out  fi'om  Benj. 
Pickering's  to  George  Gaskill's,  provided  the  whole  cost  does  not 
exceed  1450.00. 

Oct.  6.  Voted  to  purchase  the  farm  of  Anson  Aldrich  where- 
on to  snpport  the  poor,  provided  it  ehdl  not  cost  more  than 
$34.00  per  acre. 

Voted  to  hire  the  money  to  pay  for  said  farm. 

Voted  that  Esek  Pitts,  Ahaz  Allen;  George  Wall,  Washington 
Hunt  and  Obadiah  Wood  be  a  committee  to  buy  said  farm  and 
hire  the  money  to  pay  for  the  same. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  Caleb  Hayward  offered  the 
following  protest  to  the  Town  Clerk,  viz: 

"  In.  behalf  of  my  absent  fellow  citizens  and  myself,  I  do  Lerehy  solemn- 
ly protest  against  the  proceedings  of  a  town  meeting  of  the  town  holden 
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liy  adjourtuneut  this  day  and  of  all  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  at  said  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  purchase  on 
behalf  of  the  town  of  the  Farm  belonging  to  Anson  Aldrich,  of  said  Meu- 
don,  and  of  hiring  the  money  on  behalf  of  aaid  town  for  the  payment  of 
the  purchase  money  of  said  Farm. 

Becawse  said  meeting  was  very  small,  oonlainiog  hut  about  forty-live 
vot-ers  out  of  a  number  of  more  than  four  hundred  who  Iiave  a  legal  right 
{«  vote  in  our  town  meetings. 

Because  after  many  efforts  to  procure  uu  adjournment  of  said  meeting, 
upon  the  ground  of  Iwing  so  thin  and  of  giving  all  the  voters  of  the  town 
an  opportunity  to  better  understand  and  to  act  upon  the  important  subject, 
the  most  irapoi'tant  in  a  pecuniary  view,  that  was  ever  agitated  in  this 
town,  the  vote  in  favor  of  purchasing,  &c.,  by  the  declaration  of  the  Mod- 
erator stood  twenty-two  In  faror  and  fifteen  against. 

And  because  the  said  proceedings  were  ex-pai'te,  unjust  and  oppressive. 
lo  the  Town  Cleric  of  the  Town  of  Mendon. 

Caleb  Hayward." 

Oct.  30.'  Voted  to  reconsider  the  votes  pgased  at  the  last  town 
meetiug  respecting  piirchaeing  Anson  AJdricb's  farm  and  hiring 
money  for  said  purchase. 

Voted  that  the  authority  of  the  committee  chosen  at  the  last 
town  meeting  be  revoked  and  that  said  committee  be  discharged 
from  any  further  dnties. 

Voted  to  dissolve  the  meeting. 


1828.  Feb.  9.  BeuJ,  Davenport,  George  Wall  and  Elijah 
Thayer  were  chosen  a  committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
dividing  the  Sixth  School  District,  and  report  at  the  nest  town 
meeting. 

March  3.  Upon  the  report  of  the  above  committee  tlie  sistli 
district,  aft€r  many  trials,  was  finally  divided. 

Under  an  adjournment  from  Feb.  9  ultimo. 

Voted  that  the  deed  of  the  Anson  Aldricli  farm  be  }iro<iuucd 
in  town  meeting.     (Deed  not  prodirced.) 

Voted  not  to  keep  the  Anson  Aldrich  farm. 

Voted  that  Amariah  Taft  be  and  is  hereby  appointed  agent 
for  the  town  of  Mendon  to  deliver  to  Anson  Aldrich  aforesaid 
the  deed  said  Anson  has  made  to  said  town  of  Mendon  of  the 
farm  itpon  which  he  now  resides,  situated  in  said  Mendon,  if 
■said  deed  can  be  obtained  iy  said  agent  and  to  receive  of  said 
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Anson  Aldrich  the  note  or  notes  made  to  him  by  Esek  Pitta, 
Esq.,  aud  others,  in  behalf  of  said  town,  the  same  being  made 
and  given  to  the  said  Anson  for  the  coueideration  named  in  said 
deed. 

And  the  said  agent  is  also  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empow- 
ered in  the  name  and  on  belialf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Mendon,  to  make,  execute  smd  deliver  to  the  said  Anson 
Aldnch,  upon  the  delivery  .to  said  agent  said  note  or  notes,  a 
deed  of  release  and  quit-claim,  of  all  the  right,  title,  interest  and 
estate  which  the  said,  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Mendon  now 
Jiave  or  ever  had  to  the  said  Anson  Aldi'ich's  fai'm  afoi'esaid  in  and 
by  virtue  of  hi^  deed  to  said  inhabitants  tis  aforesaid;  provided 
nevertheless  tliat  the  said  Anson  Aldrich  sliall  pay  the  said  com- 
mitteefor  their  services  about  said  pui'eliase,  and  also  for  survey- 
ing said  fai'm,  and  all  the  necessary  expense  that  the  town  has 
been  put  to  I'elative  thereto,  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars. 

Voted  to  dissolve  the  meeting, 

Mai'ch  3.  Chose  Andrew  Penuiman,  Town  Clerk;  Aaron 
Bui'deu,  Benj.  Davenport,  Joseph  Bay,  Amariah  Taft  and 
Joseph  B,  Cook,  Selectmen;  Andrew  Penniman,  Ti-easnrer; 
Willard  Wilson,  Constable  and  Collector,  and  Dr.  Abel  Wilder, 
Dr.  John  G,  Metcalf  and  Dan  Hill,  School  Committee.     . 

April  7.     Voted  to  raise  $1000  for  the  support  of  sciiools. 

Voted  to  raise  *1500  for  repaii-s  of  highways  and  bridges. 

Voted  (in  parsuauce  of  a  recent  law)  that  the  inhabitants  of 
this  iown  may  take  pickerel  out  of  the  ponds  and  rivers  in  said 
town. 

Voted  tliat  all  taxes  paid  before  the  first  day  of  Jauuaiy  next 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  discount  of  Jive  per  cent,  and  for  the  col- 
lection of  all  taxes  not  paid  by  that  time,  the  Collector  sliall  re- 
ceive a  commission  of  foni'  per  cent. ;  and  A¥illard  Wilson,  the 
Collector,  agi-eed  to  these  terms. 

Voted  to  accept  a  piece  of  road  between  Lendol  Staples'  and 
Dam  Swamp  bridge,  provided  the  petitioners  build  the  road 
and  pay  land  damages,  for  the  sum  of-  $300. 

Voted  to  accept  of  a  road  laid  out  from  near  Nathan  Veiy's 
house  to  near  John  Maun's  house  provided  the  petitioners  build 
the  road  and  pay  all  land  damages  for  the  sum  of  $300. 
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KTA'i'E   ELECTIOX. 
Foi'  Govci'Lior.  Levi  Lincoln  had  81)  voles.     Elected. 

MiircuiS  Morton  "  31      " 

IlaiTiaon  Gmy  Otis  "2  " 
TliomasL  Wintlii'op  "  3  ■' 
■uraupl  Hoar,  Jr.  "  1  " 
ToiLt.  Govmuoi  Thomas  I  Wintlirop  "  8«  " 
Natliaa  Willis,  "  21      " 

AaicnTufl3,  "     1      " 

William  C    Jarvis,       .•    i      .• 
James  Draper,  "     1      " 

li/r  Senutoru  and  GouhliHois — Josepli  Davis  liad  39  votes.  Josepli  Bow- 
man S.  Joseph  Estarbiook  8S  William  S.  Hastiogs  103.  Edmund  Gusli- 
ing  114.  JoDBS  Siblej  and  John  Brown  18  each.  Warren  Rawson  19. 
Samuel  Mixter  98.  John  W.  Lincoln  8Q.  Josiah  Howe  13.  Charles  Allen 
8.     Silas  Holman  18  and  Joseph  Willard  1. 

Ill  the  warrant  for  the  State  Election  wns  also  an  article  to  see 
and  "  ascei-tain  the  sense  of  the  town "  whether  the  towns  of 
Eoyaleton,  Winchendon,  Leominster,  Lunenbiu-g,  Princeton, 
Huhbardston,  Phillipstoii,  Lancaster,  Bolton  and  Harvard  in  the 
County  of  Worcester,  and  Groton,  Shh-ley,  Pepperill,  Ashby  and 
Townsend  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  should  he  made  a  new 
county,  as  prayed  for  in  the  petition  of  Ivers  Jewett  and  others, 
and  the  vote  was  directed  to  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  records  furnish  no  evidence  tliat  tliis  article  was  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  town.  Considering  its  importance  it 
seems  hai-dly  probable  that  it  should  be  overlooked.  Possibly, 
if  any  vote  was  passed  it  might  have  been  unintentionally  left 
out  when  the  Clerk  made  up  his  record. 

May  5.  The  Prudential  School  Oomniittees  were  iiguiu  chosun 
by  the  town. 

Voted  not  to  send  any  Bepresentafcive  the  present  year,  but  the 
vote  was  immediately  reconsidered  and  Williiini  8.  Hastings  was 
chosen  Representative. 

Voted  that  the  territory  east  of  the  Blackstone  bridge  and  be- 
tween the  Ehode  Island  line  and  the  Blackstone  River  together 
with  ten  acres  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  be  a  new  School  Dis- 
trict. 

Voted  to  oppose  the  contemplated  road  about  to  be  laid  out 
from  near  Bezaleel  Taft's  house,  in  Uxbridge,  to  the  Ehode 
Island  line,  near  tlie  factory  of  W.  &  D.  D.  Farniini,  and  that 
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the  Selectmen  be  constituted  agents  for  this  puiiioae.  This  lo- 
cation liaN,  once  before,  been  before  the  town  and  was  then 
known  as  the  Sknll  Rock  roiite. 

Voted  that  the  Highway  Snrveyore  exliibit  tlieir  bills  to  the 
Selectmen  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  next,  and  iji  de- 
fault thereof  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  30s. 

Jared  Benson,  Esek  Pitts,  Nahuni  Bates,  Benjamin  Daven- 
port and  Abel  Wilder  were  chosen  a  committee  to  report  whether 
any  alteration  in  the  mode  of  dividing  the  school  money  is  ex- 
pedient. 

Vot«d  that  the  School  Committee  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay 
that  the  Selectmen  have  for  their  services  and  ;ill  other  commit- 
tees to  have  nothing. 

Nov.  3. 

VOTE   FOR  ELECTORS   OF   PltESI]>EKT   AND   VICE   PRESIDENT, 


Suffolk  District., 


—Hon  Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  of  Boston,  had 104  vi 

Hon.  Samuel  Lathrop,  of  West  Springfield,  had 104 

Hon.  Nathan  Willis,  of  Bertohire,  had 73 

lion.  David  Hensliaw,  of  Suffolk,  had 73 

(  Hon.  Jesse  PiitDam,  Boston,  had 104 

'  '(  Hon  John  K.  Simpson,  Boston ...  73 

Esses  South  Dis-l  Hon.  8l«phen  White.  Salem 104 

Met }  Col.  Josiah  Newhall,  Lynnfield 93 

Essex  North  Dis- j  Hon.  Bailey  Bartlett,  Haverhill 104 

trict (  John  Kuas,  Esq,  Methuen 73 

Middlesex  Dis-     i  Hon.  Nathan  Chandler,  Lexington 104 

trict (  Hon,  William  Austin,  Charlestown 73 

Worcester  SouthjQen.  Jonathan  Davis,  Oxford 104 

District (  Hon.  Jonas  Sibley,  Sutt-ou 73 

Worcester  Nortli  (  Hon.  Silas  Holman,  Boston 104 

District i  William  Willard,  Esq.,  Lancaster 73 

p™,.tii«  Tii^.,,vt  J  Col.  Bliel  Gilbert,  Greenfield 104 

Franklm  District  j  j^j^^  p^^^^^  ^^^  Coleraine. 73 

Hampden  I 

trict 

Berkshire  ] 


Noi'folk  District. 


i  Hon.  Edward  H.  Robhins,  Milton 104 

)  Hon.  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Roxbury 73 


Plymouth  Dis-     1  Hon.  Seth  Spvague,  Duxbury, 


Hon.  Peter  H.  Fierce,  Middlehorongh 73 

Hon.  Oliver  Starkweather,  Pawtucket 104 

Elihu  Daggett,  Esq.,  Attleborongh 73 

Hon.  Braddock  Dimmick,  Falmouth 104 

.TolinP.  Norton,  Tiabury 73 
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Votod'to  ikceept  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  division 
of  the  school  money,  hiit  of  which  there  is  no  record. 

Sepre^^UaUee  in  Gmr.grem — Hon.  John  Davis  had  104  votes..  Hon.  Jonas 
Sibley  had  53  votes. 

Voted  to  adjonrn  this  meeting  to  Horatio  Stone's  InnanA  then 
dissolved. 

Dec.  9.  Voted  to  accept  of  a  road  laid  out  from  Jillso)i  Dar- 
ling's to  the  road  leading  from  MlUville  to  Blackstone, 

Voted  to  accept  of  a  road  laid  out  fi-om  near  George  Gaekill's 
house  to  the  road  from  Blackstone  to  AVoonsocket,  at  the  follow- 
ing cost,  viz: 

To  Ariel  Thayer  as  land  damage  $40.00 

'■  George  Qasltill    "         "       13.00 

■'  PelevGasklll        "  "       200,00 

Amount  of  damages $353.00 

"  Making  the  road 100.00 

Total  coat  of  road $352.00 

The  owners  of  land  having  signified  their  satisfaction  for  the 

damages  above  awarded,  Capt,  Aaron  Burden  was  chosen  ageut 

to  siiperintend  the  making  of  the  road. 

Taxes  ahated  or  foregone  this  year  to  the  amount  of  $197.80. 

THE    NORTH   CONflRBGATIOJfAL  CHUBCH. 

In  1838  two  members  of  the  First  Church  in  Mendou,  three 
memhers  of  the  Second  Church  in  Mendon,  together  with  seven 
others,  members  of  other  churches,  organized  themselves  into  a 
church  by  the  name  of  the  North  Congi-egational  Church  in 
Mendon, 

Before  this  tliey,  with  others,  not  members  of  churches,  had, 
for  some  time,  held  meetings  and  Eev,  Thomiis  Riggs  had  been 
employed  as  their  spiritual  teacher.  Tliey  adopted  the  shorter 
Covenant  which  had  been  used  in  the  First  Cliurch  for  near  half 
a  eentni'y. 

An  Ecclesiastical  Council,  convened  at  the  Old  Meeting  House 
Aug,  13,  1838,  duly  recogiiijied  Dea.  Seth  Chapin,  Br.  Nathan 
Tyler  and  others  associated  with  them  as  a  regnlar  Congi'ega- 
tional  Church,  wlien  a  Confession  of  Faith  and  Covenant  was 
adopted.     The  Confession  of  Faith  was  very  plainly  Calviniatic. 
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s  were  heM  until  Nov  1831   when   on  the  9th  dty  of 
that  month.  Rev.  Jl     MSPnya        lanlapa.t       I 
father.  Rev.  David  L  P     y     f  "^l  a         Cfc    p    atl         th 
dination  sermon. 

June  13,  1834,  tl       h      1 
memhership  who  sh     Id      f       i 
ence  from  the  use,  n    n  fnct 
July  0,  183i,  they  als      ot  1 1 
ion.     Jan.  3,  1835.     L  a  u  u    tl 
New  York,  were  h  \     t  ug  j 
munion,  they  direct  1  tl        D 
mediately. 

May  11,  1835.  Mr.  PeiTy  (having  concluded  to  enter  into 
the  field  of  miBsionaiy  labor)  by  the  advice  of  a  Mutual  Council, 
was  dismissed  from  his  charge  at  Mendon. 

Mr.  Peri-y  and  hie  wife  soon  stfterwai-ds  sailed  for  Ceylon, 
where,  after  a  short  residence,  they  both  died  of  cholera  and 
both  in  the  same  hour. 

Dee.  28,  1836.  Rev.  Thomas  Edwards  was  ordained  over  the 
church  and  Evangelioal  Society,  the  Rev.'  Dr.  Jacob  Ide  preach- 
ing the  ordination  sermon.  Mr.  Edwards  was  dismissed,  at  his 
own  request,  Feb.  15,  1840. 

He  was  born  in  London,  England,  and  was  the  son  of  Miles 
and  Ann  (Debenham)  Edwards,  He  was  afterwai'ds  installed 
over  the  church  in  Acworth,  N.  H.,  Aug.  19, 1841,  and  dismissed 
Eeb.  13,  1843.  Since  tlien  he  baa  preached  in  Salem  and  other 
])laees. 

'  March  18,  1841.  The  Chnrch  and  Society  unitedly  gave  Rev. 
Andrew  H.  Reed  a  call  to  the  ministry  here,  at  an  annual  sti- 
pend of  three  hnndred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  the  use  of  the  par- 
sonage, Mr.  Reed  accepted  the  call  April  17,  and  a  note  of  the 
same  date  says  "  owing  to  particular  circumstances  the  qviestion 
of  Installment  was  postponed  for  a  year."  Dui-ing  his  minis- 
try, Mr.  Reed  was  never  installed  but  continued  to  preach  nntil 
he  closed  his  labors  April  1,  1848. 

Since  then  he  has  continued  to  reside  in  Mendon,  having  pur- 
cliased  the  pai'sonage  of  the  Society.  He  was  born  in  Rutland 
and  is  the  son  of  Silas  and  Elinor  (Hunter)  Reed,  and  gradn- 
ated  at  Amhei'st  College  in  18SJ6  and  at  Andover  Theological 
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Seniiiiavy  in  1839.  He  wjis  first  settled  at  Raymond,  N.  H.,  in 
1834  wliere  he  remained  until  1837,  and  was  installed  the  same 
year  at  Mason,  N".  H.      From  this  place  he  removed  to  Mendon. 

From  this  time,  for  nearly  six  years,  no  minntea  are  found  in 
the  church  records,  "  owing,"  as  the  i-eeoi-ds  say,  "  to  the  neg- 
lect and  cai'eleasneas  of  those  in  whose  hands  the  Book  of  Re- 
cord was." 

From  memory,  as  the  subseriuent  record  says,  the  following 
facts  ai-e  put  down.  The  Rev,  Mr.  Dwight  supplied  the  pulpit 
for  about  three  months. 

Rev,  Chas.  Chamberlin  remained  nearly  three  years,  until 
April  1,  1851. 

Mr.  Chamberlin  was  born  in  Hollieton,  Mass.,  and  was  the  son 
of  Enoch,  Jr.,  and  Lucy  (Holbrook)  Chamberlin.  He  gradua- 
ted at  Brown  University  in  1836,  and  was  a  tutor  in  that  in- 
stitution during  the  years  1837  and  1838.  He  fitted  himself  for 
the  ministiy  at  Andover,  in  pai-fc,  and  with  Rev.  Dr.  Ide  of 
Medway,  and  completed  hie  coui-se  of  study  at  the  Union  Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

After  laboring  two  years  at  the  West  as  a  missionaiy,  he  re- 
turned to  Massachusetts  and  was  ordained  over  the  cliurcli  in 
Berkley,  Mass.,  Jwtj  8,  1843.  He  was  dismissed  in  1844  and 
afterwards  prea^i^hed  in  New  York,  Freetown,  Mass.,  and  Men- 
don.    Jnly  9,  1851,  he  wae  installed  at  Aiibum,  Mass. 

Tlien  a  majority  of  the  Society  voted  to  supply  the  pulpit 
with  a  Methodist  minister.  Against  this  aiit  the  Trustees  of  the 
meeting  house  remonstrated  as  a  violation  of  the  Deed  of  Trnst; 
but  the  Society  continued  to  occupy  the  same  until  May  38, 
1853,  when  the  trustees  took  legal  possession  of  the  house  and 
closed  its  doors.  They  then  granted  the  use  of  the  house  "  to 
those  who  wished  to  have  orthodox  preaching."  June  5,  1853, 
the  Church  and  Society  commenced  to  hold  meetings,  the  Rev. 
Mr.'  Dennis  supplying  the  pulpit  for  a  few  Sabbaths. 

From  this  time  a  few  of  the  members  of  the  eharcb,  at  vari- 
ous times  withdrew  from  the  communion;  some  of  them  to  join 
the  Methodist  church  which,  in  the  meantime,  had  been  organ- 
-isiecl. 

Sept.,  1855.  The  Standing  Committee  were  instructed  to 
hire  the  Rev.  E.   Demond  for  six  months.      He  continued  to 
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pi-eiioli  until  Oct.  ^1,  1858,  when  lio  wus  iliamissed  sit  liis  own 
reqntjst. 

From  this  time  biit  few  meetings  were  held,  and  tlie  meeting 
house  was  finally  sold  to  the  Methodist  Society,  which  had  been- 
some  time  organized,  at  $650.00, 

The  meeting  house  was  built  in  1830  iind  dedicated  in  Decem- 
ber of  that  year. 


1829,  Jan.  31.  The  Selectmen  of  Bellingham  and  Mendou, 
this  day,  perambulated  the  line  between  tlic  two  towns,  i'l'oni 
Cumberland  line  to  the  stone  monument  upon  the  south  bank  of 
Charles  River,  near  Ellis  Bnllard's  bouse  (formerly  the  Dedham 
tree)  the  parties  were  agi'eed.  From  the  stone  monument  to  the 
bridge  over  Charles  River,  neai'  the  Bellingham  Ootton  and 
Woolen  Manufactory,  at  Milford  line,  the  Selectmen  of  Belling- 
ham claimed  a  straight  line,  while  the  Selectmen  of  Mendon 
claimed  that  the  river  should  he  the  line. 

The  perambulation  wais  signed  by  Hamblet  Barber,  Stephen 
Lievett,  for  Bellingham,  and  by  Aaron  Burden,  Benj.  Daven- 
port, Amaiiah  Taft  and.  Joseph  Ray,  Selectmen  of  Mendon.  As 
will  hereafter  be  learned,  the  General  Court  finally  established 
the  nver  as  the  boundary  between  the  towns. 

March  2.  Chose  Andrew  Penniman,  Town  Clerk;  Aaron  Bur- 
don,  Beu].  Davenpoit,  Joseph  Ray,  Jabez  Aldrich  and  James 
S.  Warner,  Selectmen;  Andrew  Penniman,  Treasurer;  Willard 
A¥ilson,  Const.able  and  Collector,  without  compensation,  and  Dr. 
John  G-.  Metealf,  Amos  W.  Pitts  and  Dr.  Phiueas  W.  Leland, 
School  Committee, 

Voted  to  rescind  all  the  votes  aljout  the  road  fi-om  George 
GaekiU's  to  road  near-  Fox  Brook. 

April  6.     Voted  to  raise  $1800  to  defray  toivn  charges. 

Voted  to  raise  11100  for  schooling. 

Voted  to  raise  SUSOO  to  repair  highways  and  bridges. 

Voted  to  a<!cept  the  list  of  Jurors  reported  by  the  Seiectmen, 
as  follows,  viz: 

Caleb  V.  Allen,  Jolmaou  Legg,  Seth  D«venpoi't,  AJiaz  Allen,  Aaiwi  Bur- 
den, Attdrew  Penniman,  Aaa  Kelley,  Samuel  Bills,  Esek  Pitls,  Jai'ed  Ben- 
son, Obadiali  Wood,  Elijah  Tlmyer,  Nalnim  Bates,  PeJeg  Aldrich,  L«ke 
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Aldricli,  Anson  Aldricli,  Leonard  W,  Darliug,  Aruold  Taft,  Lendol  Staples, 
Benj.  Davunport,  Gflorge  Wall.  Elbridge  G.  Daniels,  Caleb  Mowry,  Joseph 
B.  Cook,  Henry  Goes,  Charles  A.  Smith,  'William  Legg,  Daniel  Kimpton, 
Ainariali  Taft,  Dan  Hill,  George  Wood,  Hezekiali  Fletcher,  Jonathan  M. 
Bliove;  Alexander  Wilson,  Jr.,  Joseph  Ray,  David  Kelley,  Edwin  D.  Sar- 
gent, Nathan  Hayward,  Adam  Wheelock,  Abram  Staples,  Clark  Cook, 
Washington  Hunt,  Caleb  Hayward.  Luke  Aldricli,  Jr..  Collins  Capron, 
Lebbeus  Gaskill,  Jesse  Tourtelotte,  Jr.,  Wlllard  Wilson,  John  Kelley,  Icha- 
bod  Cook,  Jr.,  Jotham  Hayward,  Elias  E.Thayer,  Caleb  Cook,  Moses  Dan- 
iels, Jr.,  Willard  Wilcox,  George  Southwick. 


April  6. 
For  Govern  t 


STATE    ELUCTION. 


For  Lt.  Gijvera( 


Lewis  Bigelov 


Elected, 


■  HcuJ.  Adiiiiiw 


Levi  Lincoln  had  24  vole 

Marcus  Mort<>n  "    72     " 

HaiTison  Gray  Otis     "      3      " 
Henry  SpuiT  "      2 

;■,  ThomaaL,  Wintlirop  "    36      " 
Nathan  Willis  "     73      " 

William  Sullivan  ■■  2  '■ 
»(/iciitoj'»— Joseph  Thayer  had  71  v 
>.  David  Wilder  28.  Austin  "Denny.  Lovell  Walker 
and  John  Homans  liad  3  each,  Jonas  Sibley  1.  Samuel  Mixter  28.  Jo- 
siah  Howe  74.  William  S,  Hastings  39.  Daniel  Thurber  74.  John  W. 
Lincoln  24.     John  Spurr  73,  and  Isaac  Davis  72. 

At  a  meeting  held  tliia  dsy,  "  to  see  if  the  tuwii  would  direct 
the  Selectmen  to  estiimite  the  cost  of  making  it  road  from  near 
George  Gaakill's 'house  to  tlie  roiid  near  Fox  Brook;"  jtftcr  tlio 
choice  of.il  Moderator, 

Vote  to  dissolve  the  meeting. 

May  4.  Votedto  send  three  Eepreseutiitives  to  the  (JeLiural 
Court. 

Cliose  Dr.  Daniel  Thurbei',  Capt,  Aaron  Bui-don,  Col.  Wai'ren  Hawson, 

Voted  that  all  taxes  paid  before  the  lirst  day  of  January  shall , 
he  entitled  to  5  per  cent.  diBconnt.  . 

.  Voted  to  raise  $100  in  addition  to  what  has  ah'eady  been 
raised  for  completiug  the  road  from  Nathan  Very's  hoiise  to  the 
inn  recently  kept  by  John  Mann. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  Gnide  Boards  lately  ordered  by  the 
■  Selectmen : 


3  Boards  nejtr  Josiah  Sliove' 
3      do.      "  George  Cook's 


3  Boards  neiu'  N.  Very's  Inn. 
3      do.       "  Wid.  Martha  Fairbnnk's 
house. 
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3  Boards  nesr  Mellea  Benson's  house.    2  Boards  neaj'  William  Green's  Inn, 

2  do.      "  E.  D.  Sargent's       "       2      do,      '■   Lewis  Boy  den's  Louse. 
1      do,       "  S.  Parisli  MectiQg   "       3      do.      '■  Ool.  Iiebbeus  Gaskill's 

house. 
1       do,       "  Emor  Tourtelotte's  "       .2      do.       "  Beth  Davenport's  house 

3  do.       "  Amos Boyden'a         "         3     .do.       "  Upton  Line. 

1      do.      ■■  Thomas  Taft'a         "       S      do.      "  Seth  KeUy's        house. 
3      do.      ■'  Simeon  Whe«lock's "       3      do.      "  Benj.  Pickering's    " 

Hon.  William  S.  Hastings  was  chosen  agent  to  petition  for  a 
jnry  in  the  case  of  the  road  recently  located  from  XTxbridge  line 
to  W.  &  J).  D.  Famnm's  Factory. 

Dec.  2.  At  a  meeting  this  day,  "  to  see  what  further  opposi- 
tion the  town  wonld  make  to  the  new  (Jonnty  road  recently  lo- 
cated by  the  County  Commissioners  by  Pout  Rock,  being  the 
road  last  mentioned,"  it  wae  voted  to  dismiss  the  waiTant. 

Dec.  16.  At-'-this  meeting  the  vote  for  Moderator  stood  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

0  votes.    Tor  Bcnj.  Davenport  there 

At  this  time  there  was  qnite  an  excitement  about  building  the 
Pont  Rock  road,  and,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  vote  for  Moderator, 
the  meeting  was  very  fully  attended.  The  meeting  was  held  at 
the  hall  at  the  inn  of  Laban  Bates  in  the  Sonth  Parish,  now 
Blackstoue. 

The  first  action  of  the  town  was  to  vote  the  meeting  should  be 
held  out  of  doors,  as  there  waa  not  sufficient  room  in  the  hall 
to  ti'ansact  business  correctly. 

It  was  then  voted  that  Darling  Hill,  {on  the  old  road  fi'om  Mill- 
ville  to  Blaokstone  Factoiy)  be  reduced  to  4J  degrees  — that 
public  notice  shall  be  given  to  all  who  will  volunteer  their  ser- 
vices with- their  teams,  that  ten  cents  an  hour  will  be  paid  for  a 
man  and  the  same  for  an  able  yoke  of  oxen  with  a  cart  or  drag. 
Washington  Hunt  was  chosen  agent  and  was  authorized  to  buy 
powder,  proettre  di'ills  and  such  things  as  may  be  found  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  work. 

Voted  that  the  agent  (William  S.  Hsistinga)  contintte  to  pros- 
ecute the  application  for  a  jury  with  power  to  substitute  a  com- 
mittee instead  of  a  jury. 

Voted  that  a  committee  of  throe  be  chosen  to  meet  and  confer 
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with  the  General  School  Committee  of  the  present  year  relative 
to  the  financial  concerns  of  the  town  with  said  Genej'al  School 
Committee  and  with  the  booksellers  np  to  the  first  day  of  April, 
1839,  and  that  said  committee  file  immediately  a  statement  of 
the  state  of  the  licconnte  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

Caleb  V.  Allen,  Amai-iah  Taf  t  and  Johnson  Legg  were  chosen 
as  the  committee. 

It  will  be  remembei'ed  that  the  lirbfc  General  School  Commit- 
tee, under  the  then  recent  law  of  the  State,  was  chosen  in  1837, 
and  that  it  was  a  part  of  their  dnty  to  determine  what  books 
should  be  nsed  in  school  and  to  furnish  them  to  the  scholai's  at 
prices  bai-ely  remunerative. 

Somehow  reports  were  put  in  circulation  that  the  matter  of 
the  purchase  of  school  books  had  got  into  confusion,  that  the 
committee  had  been  careless  in  keeping  their  accounts  and  were 
probably  in  debt  to  the  town  in  considerable  sums. 

Pursuant  to  a  notice  from  the  Investigating  Committee,  John 
G.  Metcalf,  of  the  School  Committee,  met  in  eonfei'enee,  and, 
upon  due  investigation,  it  was  shown  that  there  was  no  defalca- 
tion as  had  been  reported,  biit  that  there  was  a  credit  to  the 
town,  over  and  above  all  indebtedness  for  school  books,  in  the 
sum  of  $4.40. 


1S30.  March  X.  Cliose  Andrew  Penniman,  Town  Clerk; 
Aai'on  Burdon,  Benj.  Davenport,  James  Cometock,  Jabez  Aid- 
rich  and  Willisim  Ijcgg,  Selectmen;  Andrew  Penniman,  Treas- 
urer; Willard  Wilson,  Constable  and  Collector,  and  Dr.  John  G. 
Metcalf,  Amos  W.  Pitts  and  Ai-thnr  Cook,  Jr.,  School  Com- 
mittee. 

The  School  Committee's  report  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be 
placed  on  file  in  the  Town  Clerk's  oifice. 

Voted  that  the  School  Districts  may  choose  Prudential  Com- 
mittees. 

Voted  to  refer  the  sixth  article  in  the  waiTant,  "  to  see  if  the 
town  will  purchase  a  farm  whereon  to  support  the  Poor,"  to  the 
Selectmen. 

Voted  to  dismiss  the  ninth  article  of  the  waiTant  which  was 
"to  see  if  the  town  would  build  a  town  house." 
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VtM  fm-  Oovnty  "Treasurer— %&mue\  AUtsn,  Esq.,  of  Worcester,  had  31 
votes,  being  all  that  was  cast. 

April  5.     Voted  to  rais6  11300  for  the  support  of  seliools. 

Voted  to  raise  J3000  to  defray  town  charges.  It  should  lie 
remembered  that  this  included  the  support  of  the  poor. 

Voted  that  the  Highway  Siir\'eyora  be  directed  to  remove  all 
incumbraQeeB  from  the  highways,  first  giving  ten  days'  notice  to  . 
any  and  all  persons  who  may  have  erected  any  fences,  stone  walls 
or  other  incumbrances  upon  the  highways  or  commons  to  remove 
the  same, 

POOR   FARM   BOUGHT. 

Voted  to  purchase  a  farm  whereon  to  support  the  poor. 

Voted  fco  accept  the  report  of  the  Selectmen  recommending  the 
purchase  of  the  farm  of  Caleb  Mowry  for  a  Poor  Farm. 

Voted  to  raise  $100,  in  addition  to  $300  already  raised,  to  com- 
plete the  making  of  a  road  from  near  George  Gaskill's  house  to 
the  road  near  Fox  Brook. 

Voted  that  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  (Obadiah  Wood,  John- 
son TjCgg  and  Rnfus  Paine)  be  authorized  and  directed  to  fur- 
nish the  fai'm  and  buildings,  which  tlie  town  have  this  day 
agi-eed  to  purchase  whereon  to  support  the  poor,  with  all  neces- 
sary stock,  fai-ming  tools,  household  furnitiire  and  utensils,  with 
such  other  things  which  they  may  find  neeessai-y  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  said  farm  and  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the  poor 
thereon. 

STATE   ELECTION. 
For  Governor,         Levi  Lincoln  iad  !23  votes.     Elected. 

"  "  Marcus  Morton,  "      80      " 

"  John  Brooks,  "        1      " 

"  Harrison  Gray  Otis      "       3     " 

"  "  Samuel  Hubbard,  "         1      " 

For  Lt.  Governor,  Thomas  L,  Winthrop,  "     125      ■'  ' 

Nathan  Willis,  '■      83       '• 

"  ■'  Marcus  Morton,  "        1      '■ 

For  Senatora  and  (huiieilhrs — John  W.  Lincoln,  and  Samuel  Mixter  liad 
130  each.  William  S.  Hastings  ISl.  David  Wilder  119,  and  Lovell  Walk- 
er 118.  Daniel  Thurber,  Jonas  L.  Sibley,  Isaac  Davis,  Henry  Prentice  and 
Isaiah  Howe  93  each,     Pliny  Merrick  and  Bezaleel  Taft  had  1  each. 

Voted  to  purchase  the  farm  of  Caleb  Mowry  whereon  to  aup- 
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port  the  poor  for  $3,400.00,  proyided  said  Mowry  mako  a  good 
and  sufficient  deed  of  the  same  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 
■  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  take  a  deed  of  said  fai-m  and  be  an- 
thorized  to  hire  the  purchase  money  provided  they  can  hire  it  at 
5  per  cent,  or  less,  giving  scennty  for  the  same  in  behalf  of  the 
town. 

Obadiah  Wood,  Johnson  Lcgg  and  Rufus  Paine  wore  chosen 
Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Under  this  date  was  made  the  following: 


Voted  that  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  approve  so  mucli  of  tlie  re- 
cent law  passed  hy  the  Legislature,  in  relation  to  the  Militia,  as,  proliihitjs 
treating  with  spirituous  Liquors  at  the  Election  of  officers;  and  lereby  rec- 
ommend tliat,  in  future  elections  of  Representatives  and  town  officers  that 
the  practice  of  treating,  which  is  alike  Jislionorable  to  the  Electors  and  the 
Elected,  be  entirely  discontinued  and  abolished. 

At  the  suggestion  of  many,  the  vote  beiug  unanimous,  the  above  was  re- 
corded, although  there  was  no  article  in  the  warrant  autJiorizing  its  passage. 
Attest        A.  Penniman,  Town  Clerk. 

May  3.  The  following  persons  were  chosen  Representatives  to 
the  General  Oonrt,  viz-.  Aaron  Burdon,  Benjamin  Davenport  and 
Caleb  V.  Allen. 

Voted  that  all  taxes  paid  by  the  fli-et  day  of  August  shall  he 
allowed  a  disconnt  of  8  per  cent. ;  and  all  that  are  paid  by  the  first 
day  of  Januaiy  next  shall  have  a  discount  of  4  per  cent. ;  and  the 
Collector  fco  make  return  to  the  Selectmen  and  Treasurer  the 
amonnt  collected  at  each  of  the  foregoing  days. 

Voted  the  Collector  (Willard  Wilson)  shall  have  one  per  cent, 
on  all  taxes  that  remain  unpaid  at  the  latter  date,  Jan.  1,  1831. 

Voted  to  raise  $1,300.00  for  the  support  of  highways  and 


Voted  to  pay  Caleb  Mowry  125.00  for  sowing  a  field  of  rye  on 
the  farm  lately  purchased  of  him. 

Voted  that  all  applicants  for  town  aid  shall  be  provided  for  at 
the  Poor  House,  unless  life  would  be  endangered  by  their  re- 
moval. 

June  17.  Peramhulated  town  lines  with  Northbridge,  Upton 
and  Belli ngham. 

Nov.  1.     Vote  for  Sepi-eaentatke  in  the  33(Z  Oorigreas. — Hon.  Jolm  Davis 
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had  89  votes.     Dr.  Daniel  Thurljer  had  47  votes.     Pliny  Misn-ick,  Esq.,  had 

Voted  that  tlie  town  do  oppose  the  discontinuitnoe  of  the  9t]i 
Maes.  Turnpike,  in  this  town,  and  the  laying  out  of  the  same  as 
a  Oonnty  road,  and  Caleb  Hayward,  Obadiah  Wood  and  Esek 
Pitts  were  chosen  agents  for  that  purpose. 

Not.  %%.  Voted  to  rescind  the  doings  of  tlie  last  town  meet- 
ing in  reference  to  the  9th  Mass.  Turnpike. 

Peramhulated  town  line  with  XTxbridge  June  18,  1830. 


1S31.  March  7.  Chose  Andrew  Penninian,  Town  Clerk;  Ben- 
]iunin  Davenport,  James  Comstock,  Johnson  Legg,  Jai'ed  Benson 
and  Collins  Capron,  Selectmen;  Andrew  Peunitnan,  Treasurer; 
Millins  Taft,  Constable  and  Collector,  at  $33.00;  School  Com- 
mittee, John  G.  Metealf,  James  S.  Benson,  Preserved  S.  Thayer, 
Stephen  Taft  and  Darius  D.  Parnum. 

Voles  for  a  CovMy  Treaswrer — OtisCoi'bett  had  TB  voles.  Anthony  Ohast 
had  47  votes.  Chas.G.  Prentice  had  19  votes.  William  Jennison  had  13 
votes.     Aaahel  Bellows  had  6  votes. 

April  4.  Voted  the  subject  of  making  any  allowance  for 
breaking  out  roads  the  past  winter  be  referred  to  the  Selectmen, 
to  be,  by  them,  adjnsted  on  the  principles  of  justice  and  eqnity. 

STATE   BLBOXION. 
For  Governor,  Levi  Lincoln,  had  58  votes.     Elected. 

■ '  Marcus  Morton,  "    513 

William  Baylies,  "     4     " 

"  "  William  Ingalls,  "     1      " 

For  Lt.  Governor,  Thomas  L.  Wlntlirop,     "    68 

Nathan  Willis,  "   93      " 

For  Setiatofs  and  Cbtoioifflors— John  W.  Lincoln  had  54  votes.    David  Wil- 
der 58.    William  8.  Hastings  53.    Rufua  Bollock  61,  and  James  Draper58. 
Daniel  Thurber  had94  votes.    Jonas  L.  Sibley  80.    Isaac  Davis  80.    Heury 
Prentice  91  and  Josiah  Howe  93.    Samuel  Mixter  and  Aaron  Brooks  had  13 
votes  eacli.     Oliailes  Russeli  had  4  aad  Stephen  P.  Gardner,  Joseph  Davis, 
AdolphuB  Spring  and  Tyler  Balchelor  l»ad  3  votes  each. 
l<br  BegiM&r  of  Deeds — Artemas  Ward  10  votes.    All  that  were  cast. 
May  11.     Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1200  for  schooling. 
Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $3000  to  defray  town  charges. 
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Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1300  for  repair  of  highways 
and  bridges. 

Bepi'saentalms  to  the  General  Court — Dv.  Daniel  Tlmi'ber,  BenJHmiu  Dav- 
enport, Welcome  Fanium,  Dan  Hill, 

The  following  is  the  vote  on  the  tenth  aiiiele  in  the  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  of  this  State,  the  same  having  been 
passed  by  two  successive  Legislatures. 

The  amendment  changed  the  beginning  of  the  political  year 
from  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  to  tlic  first  Wednesday  in  Jan- 
uary. 

Yeas  166.    Nays  15. 

Voted  that  the  Collector  eolleet  the  tsixes  as  soon  as  the  money 
is  wanted. 

Vote4  that  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  hire  a  sum  of 
money  sufficient  to  pay  for  so  much  of  the  road,  leading  from 
Uxbridge,  at  Sknill  Rock,  to  W.  &  D.  D.  Farnnm's  Factory,  as 
may  bo  made  the  current  yeai',  and  also  the  expenses  iucuri'ed  in 
consequence  of  a  jury  on  said  road. 

Voted  that  the  Assessors  direct  the  Collector,  in  their  wan-ant, 
to  collect  and  pay  in  to  the  Treasurer  $1000  by  the  let  day  of  Au- 
gnst  and  1500  by  the  Ist  day  of  September  and  the  remainder  by 
the  first  day  of  December, 

May  21.  Voted  to  choose  three  persons  as  Auditors,  to  ex- 
amine the  accounts  of  the  several  town  officers,  and  Elijah  Thay- 
er, Asa  Kelley  and  Caleb  Haywai-d  were  chosen  by  ballot. 

Voted  that  the  School  Comniittee  be  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  any  alteration  in  the  manner  of  dividing  the  school 
money  is  expedient. 

Voted  to  establish  the  following  Bye- Laws  for  the  government 
and  regulation  of  the  inmates  of  the  Poor  House  in  said  town: 


lat.  No  person  shall  lease  the  pi-emisea  provided  by  the  (own  whereon 
to  support  the  Poor  without  leave  from  the  Master  of  the  Poor  House. 

3d.  No  ardent  spirit  shall  be  brought  to  or  used  on  the  premises  without 
leave  of  said  Master. 

Sd.  All  the  inmates  of  the  Poor  House  shall  be  under  the  direction  of 
the  Master  and  in  case  of  disobedience  of  his  orders,  he  is  authorized  to 
conflae  such  disobedient  person  within  the  basement  room  of  the  small 
house,  at  his  discretion  and  put  them  on  such  diet  as  he  shall  think  proper. 
He  shall  report  the  same  to  some  one  of  tlie  Overseers  within  twenty-four 
hours  from  the  time  of  such  commitment. 
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4th.  The  Master  of  the  Poor  House  shall  be  required  to  keep  a  record 
of  all  persons  maintained  in  the  house,  the  time  they  enter  ajid  when  they 
leave  or  die. 

May  38.  Voted  to  raise  *50  in  addition  to  a  previous  appro- 
priation to  make  the  road  fi'om  Jediah  Wilson's  to  Ehode  Island 
line,  when  the  same  shuUbe  completed  to  the  road  from  Slatera- 
ville  and  be  fi-ee  from  all  charge  for  land  damages.  To  be  made 
to  the  acceptance  of  the  town. 

Voted  to  accept  of  the  report  of  the  School  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  division  of  the  school  money,  and  which 
is  as  follows,  viz: 

"  The  rule  as  it  now  stands  (in  which  an  alteration  is  asked)  is  that  "  no 
district  shall  draw  more  than  13  per  cent,  of  the  whole  sum  gi'anted  by  the 
town."  This  rule,  we  suppose,  was  made  expressly  for  the  14th  School 
District  (Blackstone.)  Taking  into  consideration  the  great  number  of  schol- 
ars in  that  District,  which  is  about  400  that  draw  school  money,  and  about 
300  who  actually  attend  school ;  and  considering  that  the  same  advantages 
cannot  be  derived  from  their  present  proportion  of  the  school  money  that 
other  districts  draw,  we  recommend  that  this  rule  be  altei'ed  so  as  to  read 
thus,  "No  District  shall  draw  more  tliaa  14  per  cent,  of  the  whole  sum 
granted  by  the  town,  for  the  support  of  schools." 

John  G.  Mbtcalp,  for  the  Com. 

Voted  that  the  town  cease  opposition  to  the  Pout  Eock  Eoad 
(bo  called),  from  Uxbridge,  at  Skull  Rock,  to  near  W.  &  D.  D. 
FaiTium's  Factory,  provided  that  bonds  of  similar  tenor  and  of 
equal  amount  to  those  filed  before  the  last  jury  that  sat  npon  the 
case,  be  fnrnished  and  made  satisfactory  to  the  town's  agent,  at 
any  time  before  the  next  Session  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
in  this  County. 

Voted  to  raise  1150.00  to  repair  the  old  turnpike  road,  recent- 
ly laid  out  as  a  County  road  through  this  town,  and  that  the  Se- 
lectmen be  agents  to  make  suitable  repairs  on  the  same,  smd  draw 
orders  for  the  payment  of  said  repairs  payable  in  six  months  with 
interest. 

Voted  that  the  owner  or  keeper  of  any  dog  in  this  town  shall 
restrain  his  or  her  dog  from  running  at  lai-ge  under  a  penalty  of 
ten  dollars,  unless  the  owner  or  keeper  of  such  dog  shall  obtain 
a  license  from  the  Selectmen  and  pay  into  the  treasury,  for  the 
use  of  the  town,  the  snm  of  two  dollars,  and  keep  a  collar  ai'ound 
such  dog's  neck  with  the  owner's  name  thereon. 
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This  vote  to  take  effect  next  Monday  iind  ooiitiiioe  for  one 
year. 

Sept.  5.  Voted  that  the  Tenth  School  District  be  dij'ected  to 
erect  a  school  house  in  said  district. 

Voted  that  the  sum  of  «400  be  raised  in  the  Tenth  School  Dis- 
trict for  the  pui'pose  of  erecting  said  house. 

Oefc.  33.  It  having  been  voted,  as  above,  the  Selectmen  were 
constituted  agents  to  contract  for  and  superintend  the  erection 
of  a  school  house  in  tJie  Tenth  School  District  The  Selectmen 
to  decide  the  location  for  said  house  unless  the  district  agi'ec 
npon  a  site, 

Sov.  5.  Voted  to  accept  the  road  recently  laid  out  near  Maj, 
Eufus  Aldi'ich's  house  provided  it  shall  not  cost  the  towu  more 
than  $33.00. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  pay  hack  whatever  money  he  miiy 
have  received  for  licenses  for  dogs  to  run  at  lai'ge. 

Nov.  11.  STATE  ELECTION. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  date,  this  election  was  held  pursuant  to 
the  amendment  of  the  State  Constitution  adopted  on  the  11th 
of  May  last. 

For  Governor,  His  Ex.  Levi  Lincoln        had  133  votes.     Elueted. 

Hon.  Maiciis  Morton  "     168      " 

"  "  Samuel  Lathrop  "      50 

ForLt.  Govei'nor,   Thomas  L.  Wiuthrop        "     187      " 
John  Mills  "    168     " 

Pbr  Senators  nwl  Qmncilhra—'Dr.  Dauiel  Thurher,  Jonas  L.  Sibley,  Isaac 
Davis,  Henry  Prentiss  and  Josiah  Howe  had  100  votes  each.  These  consti- 
tuted the  Democratic  ticket.  John  W.  Lincoln,  David  Wilder,  "William  S. 
Hastings,  James  Draper  had  1S9  votes  each,  and  Rufus  Bullock  had  186 
votes.  These  constitute  the  Whig  ticket.  Stephen  P.  Gardner,  Plinj  Mer- 
rick, Tyler  Batchelor  and  Aaaph  Rice  had  ."il  votes  each. 

It  seems  those  who  voted  for  the  last  ticket,  voted  for  Samuel 
Lathrop  for  GoYernor,  for  Thomas  L.  Winthrop  for  Lt.  Gover- 
nor and  for  Rufus  Bullock,  whose  name  was  on  the  Whig  ticket, 
for  Senator. 

The  following  rules  and  orders  to  be  observed  at  Towu  Meet- 
ings, other  than  at  elections,  were  this  day  adopted,  viz: 

Article  I.  After  the  meetings  are  opened  every  person  shall  be  seated 
when  practicable  and  continue  so  unless  he  rises  to  address  the  Moderator, 
and  shall  set  down  as  soon  as  he  has  done  speaking. 
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Article  II.  Every  person  shall  preserve  order,  propriety  and  decorum  at 
tlie  meetings  and  be  silent  except  when  addressing  tlie  Moderalflr  or  meet- 
ing on  the  bosinesB  before  the  meeting. 

Article  III.    No  person  shall  interrupt  another  while  orderly  speaking. 

Article  IV,  No  person  shall  apeak  more  than  twice  on  one  question 
without  leave. 

Article  V.    No  personalities  or  personal  aUusions  shall  he  used  iu  debate. 

Article  VI.  AU  questions  of  order  siiall  l>e  decided  by  the  Moderator 
subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  meeting. 

Article  VII.  If  any  person  shall,  after  notice  by  tlie  Modei'atoi',  persist 
in  this  disorderly  behaviour,  he  shall  be  proseculed  by  the  Town  Treasurer 
for  the  recovery  of  the  penalty  prescribed  by  the  Statute  for  that  purpose. 

Nov.  14.  Clioice  of  BepresentaUveK  to  the  Gen»ml  OouH—YoteA  to  send 
four  Representatives,  and  then  chose  Dr.  Daniel  Thurber,  Caleb  V.  Alien, 
13  Gaskill. 


Then  voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  to  send  four  Representa- 
tives and  to  send  but  three. 

Voted  that  Oapt.  Jai'ed  Benson  and  Caleb  V.  Allen  he  agents 
for  tfie  town  to  meet  the  County  Commissioners  and  act  in  be- 
half of  said  town  relative  to  the  contemplated  voad  the  Oommis- 
sioners  ai'e  about  to  locate  from  near  Clark  Cook's  house  to  Ux- 
bridge. 

BET,   ADIH   BAILOU,  THE   NINTH    MINISTER, 

Rev.  Adin  Ballou  commenced  his  ministry,  iu  Mendon,  in 
Feb.,  1831.  For  some  yeai's  previous  he  had  heen  the  minister 
of  the  Univeraalist  Society  in  Milford.  He  was  installed  May  3, 
1833,  Rev.  Bernard  Whitman,  of  Waltham,  preaching  the  in- 
stallation sermon.  Before  Mr.  Ballon's  removal  from  Milford  he 
had  begun  the  publication  of  the  Independent  Messenger,  a  pa- 
per devoted  to  the  maintenance  and  propagation  of  liberal  views 
of  Christianity.  Upon  hie  coming  to  Mendon  the  paper  was  re- 
moved and,  during  its  continuance,  was  printed  by  George  W. 
Stacy,  now  of  Milford. 

During  his  pastorate  in  Mendon,  Mr.  Ballou  published  an  ad- 
dress on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  which  was  republished  in  Eng- 
land. 

At  the  close  of  his  ministry  in  1843,  he,  with  others,  removed 
to  a  farm  on  Mill  River,  in  the  westerly  part  of  Milford,  where 
he  was  the  leading  spirit  in  the  organization  of  the  Hopedale 
Community.    Athough  the  Community  principle  has  been  aban- 
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doned,  Ilopedale  has  grown  to  be  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
pi-oaperoiis  villages  in  the  soutliern  pai-t  of  tho  Connty  of  Wor- 


1832.  March  5.  Chose  Alexiindor  H.  Allen,  Town  Clerk; 
Johnson  Legg,  Jtimes  OomBtoek,  Stephen  Taft,  Willai-d  Wilson 
and  Luke  Aldrich,  Selectmen;  Alexander  H.  Allen,  Treasurer; 
Millins  Taft,  Constable  and  Collector,  at  MO.OO,  and  James  8. 
Benson,  Key.  Adih  Ballou  and  Preserved  S.  Thayer,  School  Com- 
mittee. 

April  3.  Voted  that  Benjamin  Davenport,  Esq.,  be  agent  for 
the  town  to  unite  with  the  agent  from  Uxbridge  to  petition  the 
County  Commissioners  (which  is  the  Court  of  Sessions  for  the 
County  of  Worcester)  to  discontinue  the  road  lately  laid  out  by 
their  honours,  from  near  Clai'k  Cook's,  in  Mendon,  to  near  Ux- 
bridge town,  being  pai-t  in  Mendon  and  part  in  Uxbridge  and  not 
yet  made,  or  to  do  anything  said  agents  shall  thijik  proper  re- 
specting the  delay  of  making  or  the  discontinnance  of  said  road. 

After  choosing  one  committee  of  16  and  another  one  of  5  mem- 
bers, to  see  if  any  alterations  were  required  in  the  Highway  Dis- 
tricts, and  then  immediately  voting  that  they  be  discharged  from 
duty;  it  was  then  voted  that  the  Highway  Surveyors  shall  report 
at  the  next  town  meeting  the  length  of  road  in  each  district  and 
that  their  report  be  made  under  oath,  if  required. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  *3000  to  defray  the  expense  of 
making  roads  now  under  contract  and  made  or  partly  made. 

Voted  to  raise  !S1300  for  the  support  of  schools  this  year. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $600  for  the  support  of  the 
poor. 

This  is  the  first  instance  where  a  specific  appropriation  was 
made  for  the  support  of  the  poor;  tlie  expense,  heretofore  hav- 
ing been  paid  out  of  the  sums  appropriated  "to  defray  town 


Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $300  to  defray  the  incidental  ex- 
penses of  the  town,  the  first  instance  also  in  this  caise. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Selectmen,  to  hire  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary- 
to  defray  such  expenses  of  the  town  as  ai-e  not  provided  for  by 
the  foregoing  appropriations. 
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Voted  to  raise  S1600  for  repairs  of  highways  aud  bridges  tliis 
yeai-. 

Voted  that  10  cents  per  hour  be  allowed  a  man  for  work  on 
the  highways  and  the  same  for  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  cart  while  at 
work— -10  cents  per  hour  for  oxen  while  plowing  and  5  cents  per 
hoar  for  a  good  plow. 

Voted  that  the  Assessors  issue  waiTants  of  distress,  with  their 
bills,  to  the  seyeral  Highway  Surveyors. 

Voted  to  hold  the  annual  town  meeting  on  the  first  Monday  in 
April,  in  future,  instead  of  the  first  Monday  in  March. 

Ifo  mention  being  made  of  any  report  from  the  Highway  Sur- 
veyors who  wei-e  directed  to  measure  the  roads  in  each  district, 
it  was 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  make  such  altera- 
tions in  the  highway  districts,  as  they  may  judge  equitable  and 
necessary,  without  reporting  the  same  to  the  town  for  its  accept- 
ance. 

Benjamin  Davenport  chosen  agent  for  the  town. 

Voted  that  the  School  Committee  be  paid  *10  each,  providing 
they  are  prompt  and  regular  in  visiting  the  schools  at  their  com- 
mencement and  close  and  as  much  oftener  as  is  convenient. 

Voted  that  the  agent  (Benjamin  Davenport)  chosen  to  meet 
the  agent  from  TJxbridge,  in  relation  to  a  road  from  near  Clai-k 
Ooot's  to  Uxbridge,  cease  farther  opposition  to  the  same,  nntil 
otherwise  directed  by  the  town. 

Adj'ourued  to  the  November  meeting. 

April  18.  Voted  to  accept  the  alteration,  made  by  the  Select- 
men, in  the  road  between  Leonard  W.  Darling's  house  and  MiU- 
ville. 

At  a  meeting  held  this  day  (under  a  new  waiTant)  to  see  if  the 
town  would  raise  an  additional  sum  of  money  to  defray  town 
charges. 

Voted  to  dismiss  the  waiTant. 

Here  follows  (p.  22,  vol.  VI  of  the  Town  Records)  the  bound- 
aries of  the  Highway  Districts,  nineteen  in  number. 

June  16.     Voted  to  accept  the  following  list  of  Jurors,  viz: 

Nalium  Bates,  Icliabod  Cook,  Jr.,  .Tared  Benaoo,  8etli  Davenport,  Caleb 
Mowry,  Andrew  Peuniman,  Seth  Kelley,  Luke  Aldi-icb  3d,  William  Legg, 
Ai'Dold  Taft,  Henry  Qosa,  AnBoQ  Aldrich,  Asa  Kelley,  Luke  Aldiicb,  Jo- 
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seph  Ray,  George  Southwick,  Hezekiah  Fletolier,  Edwin  D.  Sargent,  Sam- 
uel Bills,  Abram  Staples,  Lebbens  (Jaskill,  Jesse  Tourtelotte,  Jr.,  Josepli 
B.  Cook,  "WasliingtOQ  Hunt,  LendoU  Staples,  Horace  Cheneiy,  Jabez  Ald- 
ricli,  Natbaniel  Torrey,  Alexander  Wilson,  Jr.,  Benjamin  Davenport,  Aaron 
Burdon,  Jotbam  Hajirard,  Collins  Capron,  Clark  Cook,  Amariah  Taft, 
Jona.  M.  Shove,  Dan  Hill,  Riley  Daniels,  Ariel  Thayer,  Josepli  G.  Daven- 
port, Welcome  Staples,  Thomas  Taft,  Jr.,  Bbenezer  Chase,  George  Wood, 
Wniard  Wilson,  Esek  Pitts,  Leonard  W.  Darling,  Moses  Daniels,  Caleb  V. 
Allen,  Obadiah  Wocid,  Johnson  Legg,  James  Comstock,  Stephen  Taft, 
Millins  Taft,  Peletiah  Thayer,  Alexander  H.  Allen,  Reuben  Thayer,  Sam- 
uel Cc«k,  Emory  Scott,  Duty  Cook,  Preserved  8.  Thayer,  Adam  T~" 
lock,  Willard  Wilcox,  John  Kelley,  Nathan  Hayward,  Elbridge  Q.  Daniels, 
Elijah  Thayer,  Leonard  Taft,  Stephen  H.  Thayer,  Albert  Fairbanto,  ] 
W.  Hayward,  Samuel  Gaskill,  William  Green,  Joseph  Carroll,  Jr.,  Solo- 
man  Pi'att,  Nathan  George,  Moses  T.  Chapin,  Asa  Chilson,  Willard  Chll- 
son,  Joseph  Allen,  Simeon  Wheelock,  Caleb  Colvia. 


S"ov.  13. 


STATE   liLEOTION. 


For  Governor,  Levi  Lincoln  had  156  votes.    Elected. 

■'  "  Marcus  Morton  "  153      " 

"  '■  Samuel  Lathrop  "    64      " 

"  "  Abner  Kneciand  "      1      " 

For  Lt.  Governor,  Samuel  T.  Armstrong       "  IGS      " 
JohnMills  "  156      " 

Timothy  Fiiller  "60     " 

Mr  Senators— DuviA  Wilder  165,  Wm.  S.  Hastings  165,  Samuel  Mister 
165,  Ii-a  Barton  165,  Charles  Hudson  165,  Samuel  Lee  165.  Daniel  Thnrber 
154,  Henry  Prentiss  156,  Jonas  L.  Sibley  156,  Isaac  Davis  156,  John  Brown 
156.  Moses  Wood  156.  Stephen  P.  Gardner  57,  Austin  Flint  57,  Abiel 
Jacques  57,  Thos.  Chamberlain  57,  Tyler  Batchelor  67,  Theodore  Jones  57. 


VOTE    FOR    PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTORS. 


Electoi-s  at  large- 
Charles  Jackson 171 

Nathan  Willis 159 

John  D,  Williams 48 

Suffolk  District— 

Thos.  H,  Perkins 171 

Charles  Hood 159 

Jacob  Hah 48 

Essex  South  Districts- 
Gideon  Barstow 171 

John  Moriarty 159 

Wm.  B.  Breed 48 


Middlesex  District — 

Nathan  Brooks 171 

Eliphalet  Case 159 

Benjamin  Wyshall 48 

Woroesler  South  District — 

Aaron  Tufts 171 

Richard  Olney  159 

Pliny  Merrick 48 

Worcester  North  District — 

Samuel  Lee 171 

Charles  Sibley 159 

Stephen  P.  Gai'dner 48 
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Essex  North  District—  Franklin  District— 

Eben'  Moseley 171         Ebenezer  Mattoon 171 

Amos  Noyes 159        Perley  Barton 1J>9 

Tl>i>s.  Payson 48 

Hampden  District — 

James  Byera 171 

W.W.Thompson 156       Peter  H.  Pierce 156 

Jobn  Chaffee 48       Zecliaiiali  Eddy 48 

Berkshire  District —  Bristol  District — 

Henry  Shaw 171        Comeliua  Orinnell 171 

Phineas  Allen 156        John  M.  Williams 15G 

Jas.  W.  Eobbins. , , 48       Jos.  Ricketson  . , 48 

Norfolk  District —  Barnstable  District — 

Jaraea  Hicliai'clson 171        Nymphas  Marston. 171 

Bbenezer  Seaver 156       Samuel  Stimson. 156 

JohnBiuley 48       Beuj.  Hallett 48 

REP  RESENT  A  XI VE   TO    THE   GENERAL   CO0ET. 

A^oted  to  send  four  Representatives  to  the  General  Court. 

M  BcUlot—Benjamia  Davenport  had  161  votes.  Daniel  Thurber  bad  167 
votes,  Aaron  Burdon  had  54  votes.  James  Oomstock  bad  2  votes.  Wash- 
fngton  Hunt  bad  1  vote.    No  choice. 

2d  ffi!iKc)(^ Daniel  Tburber  had  17S  votes.  Benjamin  Davenport  155 
votes.  Aaron  Burdon  had  45  votes.  Jas.  Comatock  had  3  votes.  Pre- 
served S,  Thayer  had  1  vote.    No  choice. 

3d  BalM—Di.  Daniel  Tburber  had  180  votes.  Benj.  Davenport  bad  155 
votes.  Aaron  Burdou  had  45  votes.  James  Comstock  bad  1  vole.  Leb- 
beus  Gaskill  had  1  vote.    No  choice. 

After  an  unsuccessful  motion  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  it 
was  voted  not  to  send  any  Representative  tliis  yeai-  and  tlie  meet- 
ing was  then  dissolved. 


1833.    April  1.     For  Representative  in  Congi'ess  in  District 
No.  IX. 


EOR   TOWN   OFFICERS. 

Chose  Alexander  H.  Allen,  Town  Clerk;  Johnson  Legg,  Ed- 
win D.  Sargent,  Luke  Aldrieh,  Caleb  Colvin  and  Leonard  W. 
Darling,  Selectmen;  Alexander  H.  Allen,  Treasnrer;  Waahing- 
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ton  Hunt,  Constable  and  Collector,  for  $25.00.  Bey.  Adin  Bal- 
loii,  Eey.  John  M.  S.  Perry,  John  G.  Metcalf,  Emery  Scott, 
Daniel  W.  Allen,  Barnch  Sontliwick  and  Pntman  ff.  Taft, 
School  Committee. 

Voted  not  to  choose  Tythingnien  or  packers  of  beef. 

Voted  to  raise  #70  to  complete  the  school  house  iu  the  Tenth 
School  District,  to  be  aseessed  upon  and  paid  by  the  inhabitants 
of  said  district. 

Voted  to  raise  $1200  and  appropriate  the  same  for  support  of 


Voted  to  raise  $1600  to  repair  highways  and  bridges. 

April  15.  Voted  to  raise  $2500  for  the  payment  of  debts  now 
outstanding  against  the  town. 

Voted  to  raise  4800  for  the  support  of  the  poor  and  incidental 
expenses. 

Voted  that  the  nest  annual  town  meeting  be  held  at  the  South 
Parish  meeting  house,  the  next  at  Laban  Bates'  Inn,  and  the 
next  at  the  North  Parish  meeting  house  and  so  on  in  this  order. 

Benjamin  Davenport  was  chosen  agent. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  paid  $4.00  per  annum  for  their 


Voted  to  accept  the  i-eport  of  the  School  Committee. 
The  Prudential  Committees  were  chosen  by  the  town  as 
lows,  yiz: 

1st  District,  Zalman  Green.  Btli  District,  Thurber  Warfleld. 

Enos  Goss,  10       do.        E.  D.  Sargent. 


Robert  Allen.  11' 

E.  G.  Daniels.  13 

Elijah  Taft.  13 

Duty  Cook.  14 

Natlil.  Iiiraan.  15 

Jason  Staples.  16 


Millius  Taft. 
Elijah  Hay  ward. 
S.  H.  Thayer. 
James  8.  Warner. 
Lebbeua  L.  Wood. 
Dai'ius  D.  rarnuni. 


Votes  for  County  Treaiurer—knihony  Chase  had  14  and  Otis  Corbett  had 

April  15.  The  only  ai'tiele  in  the  warrant  was,  "  To  see  if  the 
town  would  accept  the  alterations,  made  by  the  Selectmen,  in  the 
road  from  the  Old  Turnpike  (now  County  road)  near-  Adin  Bal- 
lou's  to  Millville." 

No  vote  was  had  upon  this  article  as  the  meeting  was  imme- 
diately dissolved. 
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May  6.  This  meeting  was  called  "to  see  if  the  town  woiild 
accept  a  road,  laid  out  by  the  Selectmen,  from  near  Seth  Soiith- 
wick's  to  Natlian  Veiy's  Cider  Mill." 

Voted  to  dismiss  the  article  from  the  waiTant. 

There  being  no  choice  for  Eepresentative  to  Congress,  another 
trial  was  had  this  day  and  with  the  following  result,  viz: 

2d  Trkd—HmijA..  8.  Dearborn  Lad  74  votes.  Dr.  Daniel  Tiiurber  Iiad 
81  votes.  William  Jackson  had  39  votes.  Wm.  S.  Hastinga  and  EUenezer 
Seaver  had  1  vote  each.    No  choice. 

June  10,  Thii'd  ta^/il — Henry  A.  S.  Dearborn  had  57  votes.  Dr.  Daniel 
Thurber  had  78  votes.  WOliam  Jackson  had  39  votes.  Hon.  William  El- 
lis had  1  vote.    No  choice. 

Article  second  of  the  wai'rant  was  "  a  notice  by  Thomas  Taft, 
Surveyor  of  the  7th  Highway  District,  that  the  road  across  the 
Toiirtelotte  swamp  would  be  complained  of  unless  made  safe  by 
fencing  it."    The  article  was  dismissed. 

Aug.  13.  There  still  being  no  choice  for  a  Eepresentative  in 
Congress,  a  meeting  was  held  this  day  and  with  the  following  re- 
sult, viz; 

William  Jackson  had 

Sept  16.  Voted  to  accept  of  a  road,  laid  out  by  the  Select- 
men, from  the  road  opposite  the  meeting  house  in  MillviUe  to 
Uxbridge  line. 

Nov.   11.  STATE   ELECTION. 

Fi>r  Governor,         John  Davis  had    90  votes.    Elected. 

"  "  Marcus  Morton  "     177     " 

"  ■'  John  Quincy  Adams "      45    " 

Samuel  0.  Allen        "      33    " 
■'  Samuel  Lee  "       1     " 

For  Lt,  Governor,   SamuelT.Armstrong  "     108     " 
James  Fowler  "    179    " 

Samuel  Lathrop  "      40    " 

Sampson  V.  8.  Wilder"  1  " 
For  Senators— Bs.mv.e\  Mister  108,  Charles  Hudson  108,  Ira  Barton  108, 
Samuel  Lee  108,  Charles  Russell  108,  Rejoice  Newton  108.  Henry  Prentiss 
179,  John  Brown  179,  John  Spurr  179,  Moaes  Wood  179,  Payson  Williams 
179,  Joseph  Thayer  85.  8tepLen  P.  Gardner  45,  Theodore  Jones  45,  Tyler 
Batcheller  4B,  Thos.  Chamberlain  45,  Wm.  M.  Benedict  45,  Rufus  Mis- 
er 45. 
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YoUifor  Beprmentatim  in  Cortgresa,  5th  Tiicd—Hf!ury  A.  S.  Dearborn  had 
95  votes,  "William  Jackson  had  43  votes.  Dr.  Daniel  Thurber  had  1T8 
votes.    No  chqice. 

FOR   RBPRBSENTAHVBS   IN   THE   GENERAL   COURT. 

Voted  not  to  send  four  Representatives  to  the  General  Court. 

Voted  to  send  three  Representatives, 

Chose  Ijebbeus  Gaskill,  Warren  Rawson  and  William  Legg. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  to  send  three  Representatives  and 
to  send  four. 

Chose  Jabez  Aldrich  as  the  fourth  Representative. 

While  balloting  for  Jabez  Aldiieh,  Dan  Hill  entered  the  fol- 
lowing protest; 

Tte  undersigned  an  inhahitant  and  legal  voter  in  this  town  of  Mcndou 
hereby  protests  against  the  meeting  proceeding,  at  this  time,  to  tlie  choice 
of  a  Representative  to  represent  this  town  in  the  next  General  Court  of  this 
.  Commonwealth,  because,  before  proceeding  to  tlie  choice  of  any  Repre- 
sentatives the  town  did,  by  their  vote,  decide  upon  the  number  tliat  should 
be  chosen  and  fixed  that  number  at  tlu^e. 

This  number  have  already  tieen  chosen  and  the  voters  had  right  to  sup- 
pose that  no  further  balloting  was  to  be  had  for  Representatives  and  maay 
of  them  have  retired  from  the  meeting.  The  undersigned  also  protests  be- 
cause the  town  has  also  chosen  all  that,  by  law,  they  have  a  right  to  send. 

Nov.  11,  1833.  Dan  Hill. 

Nov.  33.  Voted  to  accept  a  road,  laid  out  by  the  Selectmen, 
on  the  westerly  side  of  the  road  leading  through  Millville  begin- 
ning at  a  point  one  and  one-half  rods  north  of  Willard  Wilson's 
sign  post  to  TJxbridge  line. 

Voted  not  to  accept  a  road  from  a  point  near  Ariel  Cook's 
lionse  to  a  point  a  little  south  of  Nathan  Hayward'e  house. 

Afterwai'd  the  County  Commissioners  laid  out  a  road  from  the 
road  passing  by  the  house  of  Samuel  G.  Wilcox  to  Bellingham 
line,  neai-  the  house  of  Ellis  Bnllard,  being  now  the  direct  road 
toE 


Dec.  10.  ea  IVW  for  a  B^renentaUve  in  Oon^-ess—Uwij  A.  8.  Dear- 
born 34.  Dr,  Daniel  Thnrber  66.  Wm.  Jackson  25  and  Eli  Wan-en  30 
votes,  and  there  was  no  choice. 

Voted  to  rescind  the  vote  accepting  the  road  from  near  Willard 
Wilson's  sign  post  to  TJxbridge  line.  Before  voting  Capt.  Wil- 
lai'd  Wilson  protested  against  the  proceedings,  because,  as  he 
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said,  there  was  not  a  sufficient  number  of  freeholders,  signing 
tlie  petition  to  the  Selectmen  for  the  insertion  of  the  iirticle  in 
the  warrant  and  requested  that  his  objection  should  be  entered 
upon  the  record. 


1S34.  Jan.  37.  There  still  being-no  choice  foi'  a  Bepresenta- 
tive.in  Congress,  a  meeting  was  held  this  day  for  the 

^th  Trial — Henry  A.  B.  Deai'born  tad  37  votes.  Dr.  Daniel  Thurber  had 
57  votes.  William  Jackson  bad  24  votes.  Eli  Warren  liaci  16  votes.  War- 
ren Rawsou  had  I  vote.    No  choice. 

Voted  that  the  town  recommend  their  Selectmen  to  witlihold 
their  approbation  fi'om  such  persons  as  may  apply  for  a  license 
to  sell  and  retail  spiritous  liquors  in  said  town  the  ensuing  year. 

As  the  town,  by  the  above  vote,  had  granted  all  that  was  asked 
for  it  is  not  seeu  why  they  should  "  indefinitely  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  second  ai-ticle  in  the  warrant." 

March  3.  Sift  Tiial  for  a  Bepi'esentative  in  Congrees — Henry  A.  S.  Dear- 
horn  had  3  votes.  William  Jackson  had  110  votes.  Dr.  Daniel  Thurber 
had  58  votes.    Eli  Warren  had  63  votes.    Adin  Baliou  liad  1  vote. 

William  Jackson  was  chosen.  At  the  first  trial,  in  this  town, 
William  Jackson  had  one  vote. 

April  7;  town  offioeks. 

Chose  Alexander  H.  Allen,  Town  Clerk;  William  Legg,  Steph- 
en Taft,  Caleb  Colvin,  Anson  Aldrich  and  Edwin  D.  S;irgent, 
Selectmen;  Alexander  H.  Allen,  Town  Treasurer;  Washington 
Hunt,  Constable  and  Collector,  at  |!23.50;  Dr.  Moses  D,  South- 
wick,  Chas.  C.  P.  Hastings,  James  P.  Haywai'd,  Alexander  H. 
Allen,  WiUai-d  B.  Johnson,  Daniel  W.  Allen  and  Perry  Thayer, 
School  Committee. 

Voted  to  defer  the  further  consideration  of  the  annual  report 
of  the  Selectmen  to  the  adjourned  meeting  on  the  38th  inst. 

Voted  to  raise  *2000  and  to  a])propriate  one  half  of  said  sum  to 
the  payment  of  outstanding  debts  and  the  other  half  to  defray 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  town. 

Voted  to  raise  $1200  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  41600  to  repair  the  highways  and  bridges. 
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Warren  Eitwson,  Ani»riah  'J'affc  and  Lebbeiis  Graskill  were 
clioseu  a  committee  to  see  whether  any  persons  hai'e  trespassed 
npon  the  highways  or  lands  of  tlie  town  and  report  afc  the  next 
town  meeting. 

The  same  committee  were  instructed  to  demand  and  receive  of 
Peai'ley  Hunt  the  records  and  papers  formerly  belonging  to  the 
ancient  proprietors  of  Mendon,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  said 
Peai'ley  Hunt,  who  was  the  last  Proprietors'  Secretary. 

Vote»  /or  Cbunt^  Trvmurer — Aathouy  Chase  had  71  votes.  Major  Jack 
Downing  had  1  vote. 

April  38.  Voted  not  to  instruct  the  Selectmen  to  api)rohate 
any  innkeepers  to  be  retailers  of  mm,  brandy,  gin,  &e.,  in  town 
during  the  present  year. 

June  38.  Voted  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  fourth  article  "  in 
relation  to  the  refusal  of  the  Treasurer  to  give  bonds."  The  law, 
at  this  time  did  not  require  the  Treasurer  to  give  bonds. 

Aug.  18.  Samuel  Allen,  Asa  Kelly,  George  Southwick,  Araa- 
riab  Taft  and  Alexander  H.  Allen  were  chosen  acommittee  to  op- 
pose the  location  of  a  road  as  by  the  iietition  of  William  S.  Hast- 
ings and  others,  to  the  County  Commissioners. 

Nov.   10.  STATE    ELECTION. 

For  Governor,  John  Davis  had  103  votes.     Eli^olud. 

"  Mareus  Morton  "103    " 

Siiml.  C.  AUiia  "     63     " 

John  Bailey  "    33     " 

"  Lyman  C  Curtis  "      1     " 

ForLt,  Governor,  Saml.  T.  Ai'mstrong  "  103  " 
Wm.  W.  Tliompson  "  164  " 
George  Odiome  "     33     " 

Gov.  Davis  having  been  elected  a  Senator  in  Congress,  resigned 
his  office  of  Governor  March  4,  and  Samuel  T.  Armstrong,  elect- 
ed as  Lieut.  Governor,  became  the  acting  Governor, 

Fbr  Senaton — "Whig — Samuel  Mixter  104,  Chas.  Hudson  104,  Cliaa.  Rus- 
sell 104,  Clias.  Allen  103,  Geo.  A.  Tufts  102.  Waldo  Flint  104.  Democrat 
—Henry  Prentiss  144,  Jos.  Thayer  144,  John  Spurr  117,  Nathl.  Rand  144, 
Alex'  DeWitt  144.  John  Boyenton  144.  A.  S.— Stephen  P.  Gardner  33, 
Tyler  Batcheller  33.  Theodore  Jones  33,  Elijah  Stoddard  33,  Austin  Flint 
38,  Lovett  Peters  33. 
Fbr  BepresentaMw  to  Congress — William  Jackson  44,    Dr.  Daniel  Thurher 
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132.    Eli  Warren  39.    Wm.  8.  Hastings  36.    Theron  Metcalf,  Sylvanus 
Holbtoolt,  Lebbeua  Gaskill,  William  Legg  and  Cbas.  B.  Jenks  had  1  each. 

KEPRESBHTATIVBS  TO  THE  GENEEAL  COURT. 

On  the  first  ballot,  Obadiah  Wood  was  chosen  by  5  votes, 
Johnson  Legg  by  8  and  Emoiy  Scott  by  1  majority.  Mr.  Wood 
was  the  anthor  of  a  bill  which  gi'eatly  reduced  the  number  of 
Representatives  in  the  General  Coui-t. 

Three  other  ballots  were  taken  resulting  in  the  election  of  Leb- 
bens  Gaskill  as  the  fourth  Representative,  and  wore  as  follows, 
viz: 

William  Hastings 58  57  49 

WilliamLegg 61  33  10 

Ichabod  Cook,  Jr 19  14  15 

Lehbeus  Qaakill .80  110  130 

Ohas.  C.  P.  Hastings 1  1  1 

Seth  Davenport 3     Scat.      4     Sciit,      li 

Emery  Scott 1 

Whole  number 338  347  24;J 

Necessaiy  to  a  choice 119  134  192 


1835.  April  6.  Amos  W.  Pitts  was  chosen  Town  Clerk  and 
Treiisurer;  Edwin  D,  Sargent,  Obadiah  Wood,  Ichabod  Cook, 
Jr.,  EbencKCr  W.  Hayward  and  Nicholas  Thayer,  Selectmen; 
Washington  Hunt,  Constable  and  Collector,  at  *39.O0,  and  Dr. 
Moses  D.  Southwiek,  Ohas,  C.  P.  Hastings,  Obadiah  Wood,  Jr., 
and  Danl.  W.  Allen,  School  Committee. 

Voted  that  the  town  do  insti-net  their  Selectmen  not  to  appro- 
hate  any  person  to  sell  ardent  spirits  during  the  ensuing  munici- 
pal year. 

The  reports  of  the  Selectmen  and  School  Committee  were  read 
and  put  on  file. 

Voted  to  raise  $3900,  and  appropriate  1400  for  the  support  of 
the  poor,  $800  for  incidental  expenses,  $1500  for  payment  of 
outstanding  debts,  and  $1300  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  $1600  to  repair  highways  and  bridges. 

Votes  for  County  Treamrm- — Charles  G.  Prentiss  liad  34  votes,  Anthony 
Cliase  had  3  votes, 

Voted  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  have  $30 
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find  tlie  other  memhers  of  the  Board  J8  per  yoar  for  their  ser- 
vices. 

Voted  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Geueral  School  Committee 
be  allowed  tSO  a  year  for  his  services,  he  performing  all  the  dn- 
tiee  as  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  School  Committee  made  this 
day. 

Voted  that  Dr.  M,  D,  Southwiek  be  allowed  $5  for  extra  ser- 
vices, as  a  member  of  the  General  School  Committee  the  past 
year. 

Dan  Hill,  WaiTen  Rawson  and  Jared  Benson  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  prosecnte  aH  tiespassers  npon  the  property,  of  the 
town. 

May  4.  Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  allowing  the  Chairman 
of  the  Selectmen  *30  and  his  associates  $8  each  per  yeai-,  and 
that  they  all  be  allowed  $4  each  per  year  for  their  services. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  allowing  the  Chairman  of  the 
School  Committee  120,  and  that  ea«h  member  be  allowed  $4  per 
year. 

The  Board  of  Connty  Commissioners  having  been  recently  es- 
tablished, the  first  election  of  these  oiBcers  took  place  this  day, 
and  with  the  following  result,  viz: 

Fbr  CbwimisSMsiCT'S^Jared  Reeil  ]iad  43.  John  W.  Lincoln  33,  Ebenezer 
D.  Ammidon  31.  Obadiah  Wood  16.  William  Esitoii  and  Zachariah  Slid, 
don  15  each.  Sylvanus  Holbiook  2.  Abiel  Jaques  and  Daa  Hill  i  each. 
Wm.  Crawford  3  and  Chas.  G.  Prentiss,  Ohas.  C.  P.  Hastings,  Wm,  H. 
Crawford,  Eli  Warren,  Wra.  Eaton,  Alexander  DeWitt,  Ehenezer  L.  Bar- 
nard, Newell  Nelson  and  Richard  OIney  1  eacli. 

Pbr  J^cial  C4l»»!n^l9«^)f^«l^s^Ephraim  Stone  36.  Benjamin  Davenport  35. 
Avtemaa  Lee  and  Richard  OIney  15  each.  Alexander  DeWitt  and  Eli  War- 
ren 7  each  and  Dan  Hill,  Newell  Neison,  Warren  Rawson,  Pearley  Hnnt 
and  John  W.  Lincoln  1  each, 

Dan  Hill  from  the  committee  chosen  to  look  after  trespassers 
upon  the  town's  property  reported,  and  then 

Voted  that  Dan  Hill  be  authorized  to  commence  and  prosecute 
an  action  in  behalf  of  the  town,  in  sifch  form  as  he  may  see  fit, 
against  Henry  Chapin  of  Milford,  or  any  other  person,  for  wood 
and  timber  cut  and  carried  ofE  by  the  said  Chapin  or  other  per- 
son from  a  tru.et  of,  land  in  town  known  as  the  "Eight  Hod 
Eoad. " 
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June  1.  It  seems  tliat  there  was  no  choice  as  to  one  of  the 
Commissioners  at  the  late  election  and  hence  an  election  was  held 
to-day  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  road  from  Willard  WQaon's  sign  post  to  TJxbridge  road,  is 
not  yet  made  and  William-S.  Hastings,  Willard  Wilson  and  Dan 
Hill  were  chosen  a  committee  to  ascertain  upon  what  terms  the 
road  can  be  made,  whether  it  will  be  of  public  utility  and  wheth- 
er the  town  ought  to  be  at  any  expense  therefor. 

Voted  to  build  two  more  pounds,  to  be  erected  forthwith,  and 
at  such  places  as.  the  committee  may  determine;  and  Jared  Ben- 
son, Aaron  Bnrdon  and  Obadiah  Wood  were  chosen  the  com- 
mittee. 

Voted  to  rescind  the  votes  passed  May  4th,  reducing  the  com- 
pensation of  the  Selectmen  and  School  Committee. 

June  8.  Voted  that  the  articles  in  the  warrant  relating  to  the 
"Sign  Post"  road,  so  called,  and  the  Elijah  Trask  road  be  dis- 
missed from  the  warrant. 

Voted  to  rescind  the  vote  passed  at  the  last  meeting  relating  to 
the  compensation  of  the  Selectmen  and  School  Committee,  and 
that  each  member  of  the  two  boards  have  $4  each  for  their  ser- 
vices, annually.. 

June  32.  There  being  still  a  vacancy  in  the  Boai'd  of  County 
Commissioners,  no  choice  having  been  efEected  at  the  last  trial,  a 
meeting  was  held  this  day  with  the  following  result,  viz: 

Jared  Weed  had  43  vot«a.     William  Crawford  had  31  votes. 

The  Sign  Post  road  and  the  Elijah  Trask  road  were  again  re- 
jected. 

Alexander  Hajward,  Carlisle  W.  Oapron  and  Clark  Cook  were 
chosen  Pound  Keepers. 

The  petitioners  for  the  Sign  Post  Road  and  the  road  runniiig 
from  nearly  the  same  point  (being  a  rival  route)  were  not  dis- 
couraged by  their  repeated  defeats,  but  immediately  petitioned 
for  another  meeting. 

Aug.  %2.  Voted  to  accept  the  Sign  Post  road  and  dismiss  the 
ai'ticle  relating  to  the  other. 

The  opponents  of  the  Sign  Post  road,  no  ways  discouraged, 
then  petitioned  for  another  meeting  which  was  held 

Sept,  3(5.  Then  voted  to  discontinue  the  Sign  Post  road  (TS 
rods  in  length)  accepted  at  the  last  meeting. 
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The  town  having  neglected  to  repair  the  Tourtelotte  road  (so 
called)  across  the  swamp,  flowed  by  the  mill  pond  of  Arnold  Taft 
and  Brothers,  the  same  was  indicted.     Upon  this  the  town 

Voted  that  the  road  complained  of  should  be  thoroughly  re- 
paired across  the  swamp. 

Dan  Hill  was  chosen  agent  to  assure  the  District  Attorney  that 
the  nuisance  complained  of  shimld  be  immediately  abated. 


Nov.  9. 


STATE   ELECTION, 


Elected. 


For  Governor,         MarcuM  Srnrkin 
Edwsird  Everett 
"  "  SamI   T.  Armt.tmn§ 

Siwnl.  0.  AHeu 
"  "  James  F.  Armstrong 

For  Lt,  Governor,  "William  Foster 
George  Hull 

r  liad  128  votes.  Alex'  DeWitt  liad  139  votes. 
John  Boyenton  liad  139  vot«9.  Clias.  Sibley 
liad  98  votes.  Joseph  Thayev  had  78  votes.  B  D.  Sargent  Iiad  33  votes. 
Newell  Nelson  had  40  votes.  Dan  Hill  had  3  votes.  Abiel  Jac[ues  had  1 
vote.  Chas.  Hudson  had  83  votes.  Chas.  Allen  had  84  votes.  Ohas.  Rus- 
sell had  84  votes.  Waldo  Flbit  had  81  votes,  Linus  Child  had  85  votes. 
Ethan  A.Greenwood  had  84  votes.  Eli  Wan-en  had  4  votes.  Pearl  ey  Hnnt 
liad  3  votes.    Adin  Ballon  liad  1  vote.    "Wm.  Crawford  had  1  vote. 

EEPEESENTATIVE  TO   THE   GENERAL  COURT, 

Voted  to  send  four  Representatives  to  the  General  Coirrt. 

ls(  MUoi.    2d  baUot.    M  MUot.    4(A  liaJM.    Hih  ballot. 

Danlim 56  99  106  114  60 

JolinsonLegg 95  104  119  131  ISD 

Selh  Davenport 40  7  2  30 

William  Legg. 33  11  4  6  14 

Allothers 11  14  14  13  13 

On  the  5th  ballot  Johnson  Iiegg  was  chosen  by  5  majority.  Two 
other  ballots  were  had  at  this  meeting  resulting  in  no  choice. 

Another  meeting  was  held  Nov.  as  and  after  three  ballots  had 
been  taken  without  effecting  a  choice,  on  the  fourth  ballot,  Ed- 
win D.  Sargent  was  chosen  by  48  majority. 

Four  other  ballots  were  taken  but  resulted  in  no  choice.  Dan 
Hill  and  Ariel  Cook  were  the  leading  candidates;  on  the  last 
ballot,  Dan  Hill  had  101,  Ariel  Cook  100,  and  there  were  8  scat- 
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tering.     Dan  Hill  lacked  4  votes  of  sm  election.     The  meeting 
was  then  diasolved. 

In  the  record,  pp.  104,  105, 106  and  107  may  be  found  the  re- 
location of  the  road  from  Mendon  to  Millvillo. 


1836.  April  4.  Chose  Amos  W.  Pitts,  Town  Olerk  and  Treas- 
urer; Benjamin  Davenport,  Ariel  Thayer,  Dan  Hill,  Jai-ed  Ben- 
sou  and  Clark  Cook,  Selectmen;  Washington  Hunt,  Constable 
Slid  Collector  at  $39.00;  Amos  W.  Pitts,  Samuel  AUen,  Stephen 
Taft,  Daniel  W.  Allen  and  Arthur  Cook,  Jr.,  School  Committee. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  repair  the  bridge  over  the  Blackstonc 
River,  at  Blackstone  Village,  "unless  it  shall  appeal-  to  them  that 
the  town  is  not  bound  to  maintain  it." 

Begieter  if  Jkeds—Ajtemas  Ward,  Esq. ,  had  5  voles.    Unanhnous. 

April  as.  Voted,  pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
General  School  Committee,  that  the  Chairman  have  the  general 
superintendence  of  the  schools  and  which  lie  is  to  visit  as  the  law 
requires;  hie  four  associates  shall  each  attend  the  Chairman  when 
visiting  the  schools  in  his  section  of  the  town,  and  their  com- 
pensation shall  he  as  follows,  viz:  The  Chairman  shall  have  120 
and  each  of  his  associates  $4  per  year. 

Voted  to  i-aise  $1600  to  repair  highways  and  bridges. 

Voted  to  i-aise  $4500,  to  be  appropriated  as  foUows,  viz:  $1500 
for  the  support  of  schools;  $400  for  the  support  of  the  poor; 
$2000  for  repair  of  the  roads  and  bridges  and  other  incidental  ex- 
penses, and  1600  for  the  payment  of  aiTearages. 

In  relation  to  the  report  of  the  Selectmen  in  regai-d  to  the  road 
passing  over  the  island,  in  the  river  at  Millville;  that,  in  1770, 
permission  was  given  for  a  grist  mill  (upon  the  island)  to  be  part- 
ly in  the  road,  and  that  the  road  between  the  mill  and  Thayer  & 
Fairbanks'  Factory  is  but  S7^  feet  wide,  the  town  thereupon 

Voted  that  the  owners  of  the  aforesaid  buildings  be  notified  to 
forthwith  remove  them  without  the  limits  of  the  road. 

Voted  that  William  Soden  Hastings,  Esq.,  be  an  ^ent,  in  be- 
lialf  of  the  town,  to  notify  the  owners  as  aforesaid,  and,  in  case 
of  their  neglect,  to  commence  and  prosecute  an  action  or  actions, 
in  such  form  as  he  may  see  fit. 
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Voted  to  iiccept  of  a  road  laid  ont  by  the  Selectmen,  from 
Blaeksfcone  village  to  Rhode  Island  line;  and  that  they  be  au- 
thorized to  render  said  road  and  the  bridge  over  Blaekstone  river 
passable  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Voted  to  accept  of  an  alteration  in  the  road  neai'  Timothy  Al- 
exander's house  as  reported  by  the  Selectmen, 

The  laying  ont  of  these  roads  may  be  foimd  recorded  on  \\ 
115,  vol.  VI. 

May  14.  The  diaoontinuanee  of  the  Eight  Rod  road,  so  called, 
as  proposed  by  an  article  in  the  warrant  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Dan  Hill,  Esq.,  was  chosen  General  Agent. 

Voted  that  William  S.  Hastings,  in  behalf  of  the  town,  peti- 
tion the  County  Commissioners  to  lay  out  anew  the  roafl  in  Mill- 
ville,  leading  fi-om  Mellen  Benson's  dwelling  house  over  Black- 
stone  river  and  the  island  in  the  same,  to  the  dwelling  house  of 
Collins  Capron,  or  such  pai't  thereof  as,  in  their  judgment,  the 
public  convenience  may  re<{nire,  for  tlie  pui'pose  of  establishing 
the  boundary  lines  of  said  road. 

Nov.  14.  The  following  is  the  vote  on  the  twelfth  ai'tiele  of 
the  amendments  td  the  State  Constitution,  which  lessened  the 
number  of  Representatives  in  the  General  Court.  This  amend- 
ment was  introduced  by  Obadiah  Wood,  a  Representative  from 
Mendon,  in  the  Legislature  of  1835  and,  having  been  passed  by 
the  Legislatoi-e  of  1836  was  now  before  the  people  for  confirma- 
tion 01"  rejection. 

Fhf  the  AnwHdmeai  to  the  C'lmUtiiMon — Yoiis  105.     Nays  99, 

STATE   ELECTION. 

Fur  Governoi',  Edwai'd  Everett,         114  votes.     Elefled. 

'■  Mareus  Morton,  314 

"  Samuel  Hoar,  3 

"  "  Samuel  C.  Allen,  1      " 

For  Lt  Goveruor,  George  Hull,  119      " 

William  Foster.  214  " 
ikmotoce— Chas,  Hudson  130  votes.  CliaB.  Russell  130  votes.  Cbas.  Allen 
119  votes.  Linus  Child  U9  votes.  Ethan  A.  Greenwood  130  voK'S.  Wil- 
lial  Hancock  120  voles.  Alexander  DeWitt  313  vo(«s.  .John  Spurr  3ia 
votes.  Joseph  Knox  313  votes.  Sullivan  Sumner  813  votes.  Nathaniel 
Wood  213  votes.    Chas.  Sibley  313  votes. 
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'    PRESIDENT   AND    VICE    PRESIDENT, 


For  District  No.—  For  District  No.— 

1.  Samuel  Appleton 134  votes       1.  Caleb  Eddy 317  vot«s 

2.  Leverett  8alt0Q8tall...l34    "  3.  Robert  Rimtoul 31T    " 

3.  Benjamin  Walker.... 134    "  3.  Joseph Kittredge 317    " 

4.  Loammi  Baldwin 134     "  4.  Francis  Tuttle 317     " 

5.  Joseph  G.  Kendall..  .134    "  5.  Samuel  Taylor 317    " 

6.  SamuelLee ^.134    "  6.  Samuel  C .  Allen 217    " 

7.  Thomas  Longey 134    "  7.  Josepli  Fitch 317    ■' 

8.  Isaac  0.  Bates 134    "  8.  Harvey  Chapin .317    " 

9.  Bezsleel  Taft,  .Tr 134     "  9.  Benj.  P.  Williams. . .  217     "■ 

19.  Howard  Lathrop  ....134    "         10.  Nathan  0.  Brownell .  .217    " 

II.  Chaa.  W.  Morgan 134    ■■         11.  Thomas  Mandell 317    " 

12    Clias.  J.  Holmes 134    "'         13.  Jabez  P.  Thompson.. 317    " 

libr  BepresentaUve  in  Oi raff w*s— William  8.  Hastings  of  Mendon  had  138 
voles.  Alexander  H.  Evei'ett,  of  Newton,  liad  313  vOtes.  Eli  WaiTcn,  of 
Uptou,  had  3  votes. 

B^resentatii>ea  to  the  General  Court— Ariel  Cook,  Jared  Benson,  Olark 
Cook  and  Washington  Hunt  were  chosen  by  majorities  from  34  to  00. 


1837.  April  3.  Chose  Stephen  Taft,  Town  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer; Johnson  Legg,  Ariel  Thayer,  Lnke  Aldrich,  Millins  Taft 
and  y^anamell  Aldrich,  Selectmen;  Seneca  Hills  and  Ahab  Reed, 
Constables;  Stephen  Taft,  Collector  of  Taxes,  and  Daniel  W.  Al- 
len, David  Davenport  and  John  Oady,  School  Committee. 

Vote  for  Qntnty  T)'emnrer—AxA\\(iay  Chase  had  all  the  votes,  38  in  num- 

Voted  that  the  Town  Treasnrer  give  a  satisfactory  bond  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  Selectmen. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer,  as  Collector,  shall  have  a  siim  not 
exceeding  $50  to  pay  a  deputy  or  deputies  which  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  appoint,  for  the  collection  of  the  taxes. 

Voted  that  the  annual  meeting,  iu  future,  be  held  on  the  first 
Monday  in  March. 

At  this  period  the  (jovernmeut  of  the  United  States  foiuid  its 
debts  all  paid  and  a  large  enrplns  in  the  Treasury,  some  twenty 
millions  of  dollar's. 

This  surplus,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  was  placed  on  deposit  with 
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the  several  States,  liable  to  bo  refunded  when  Congress  should 
make  a  demand. 

The  State  of  Massachusetts  decided  to  deposit  its  portion  of 
the  "Surplus  Revenue,"  ae  it  was  called,  with  the  seveml  towns. 

Mendon  agreed  to  receive  its  portion  (amounting  to  $6921.64, 
of  which  $4803.45  was  sun-endered  to  Blackstone  at  the  time  of 
its  incorporation  in  1845,)  npon  the  following  terms,  the  motion 
being  made  by  William  S.  Hastings,  Esq. 

Voted  that  the  town  of  Mendon  hereby  agrees  to  accept  and  receive,  as  a 
deposite,  from  the  TreaBiirer  and  Receiver  Gleneral  of  this  Commonwealth, 
all  such  sums  of  money  as  said  town  sliall  be  entitled  lo  receive  hy  vir- 
tue of  an  Act  entitled  au  Act,  "  Concerning  tlie  Deposite  of  the  Surplus 
Revenue  "  approved  March  81,  1837,  on  the  terms  and  for  tlie  pui'poses  in 
said  Act.     And  for  this  purpose 

Voted  that  the  Ti'easurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  he  and  he  is  liereby 
authorized,  for  and  in  hehalf  of  swd  town,  to  receive  from  the  Treasurer 
and  Receiver  General, of  this  Commonwealth,  said  town's  proportion  of  the 
money  to  be  deposited  with  the  several  towns  in  this  Commonwealth,  by 
virtue  of  said  Act,  and  to  nialce,  execute  and  sign  an  Treasurer,  in  hehalf 
of  said  town,  certificates  of  deposite  therefor,  in  such  form  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Ti'easurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  binding  sMd  town  in  its 
corporate  capacity,  for  the  repayment  of  the  money  that  shall  be  deposited 
witli  the  said  town,  or  any  and  every  part  thereof,  from  time  to  time,  when- 
ever the  same  shall  be  required  by  the  said  Treasurer  and  Receiver  General 
of  this  Commonwealth,  to  be  by  him  refunded  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  as  provided  in  said  Act. 

Benjamin  Davenport,  Nathan  George,  Robert  Allen,  Nathan 
Hayward,  Moses  Daniels,  Moses  Kelly,  Arnold  Taft,  Luke  Al- 
di'ich,  Leonard  W.  Darling,  Alexander  Wilson,  Samuel  Very, 
Ariel  Thayer.  AVillai-d  Wilson,  Anson  Aldrieli  and  Abel  Wilder, 
being  one  from  each  School  District,  were  chosen  a  committee  to 
consider  what  disposition  sliould  be  made  of  the  portion  of  the 
Sui-plus  Revenne,  deposited  or  to  be  deposited  with  the  town,  as 
before  mentioned. 

April  17.  This  committee  made  a  report  this  day  (not  record- 
ed) which  wasnot  accepted;  whereupon  upon  motion  of  Dan  Hill, 
Esq.,  it  was 

Voted  that  the  Town  Treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  to  loan  the  money, 
which  the  town  shall  receive,  as  their  poition  of  the  Surplus  Revenno,  to 
such  Preeliolders,  in  this  town,  as  may  apply  for  the  same;  Provided  how- 
ever that  a  greater  sum  than  $1000,  nor  a  less  sum  than  ^00  shall  not  be 
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loaned  to  any  individual ;  and  provided  also  that  each  individual  to  whom 
a  loan  shall  be  made  shall  give  to  said  Town  Treasurer  a  Note  payable  at 
some  future  time,  not  exeeediDg  one  year  from  the  day  of  the  loan,  and  the 
payment  thereof  secured  by  a  Mortgage  upon  real  estate  in  town  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  Selectmen. 

Voted  that  the  interest  arising  from  the  Snrplus  Eevenue,  be 
appropriated  for  the  support  of  Common  Schools. 

Voted  to  raise  J1800  for  the  repaii-s  of  highways  and  bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  #1600  for  the  support  of  schools  the  cim-eiit 
year. 

Voted  to  raise  *400  for  the  support  of  the  poor. 

Voted  to  raise  $3000  to  defray  the  incidental  expenses  this  year. 

Voted  to  raise  $600  to  pay  outstanding  debts. 

Voted  to  appropriate  $75  for  the  reduction  of  the  griidc  of  Uic 
Pickering  Hill, 

Voted  that  one-half  of  tlie  school  money  shall  be  divided  equal- 
ly among  the  districts,  and  the  other  half  equally  among  the 
scholars,  pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee. 

Jnne  17.  Voted  to  reconsider  tlie  vote  appropriating  $75  to 
reduce  the  grade  of  the  Pickering  Hill. 

The  "Sign  Post"  road  was  now  located  by  the  County  Com- 
missioners and  damages  awarded  as  follows,  viz:  To  Collins  Ca- 
pron  $33.00,  Wm.  Oapron  $33.00,  and  to  the  heirs  of  Esek  Pitts,. 
Esq.,  $185.00,  making  in  the  aggregate  $241.00. 

July  11.  Vqted  to  accept  of  a  road,  laid  out  by  the  Select- 
men, fi'ora  the  road  near  Washington  Hunt's  to  the  road  leading 
by  Samuel  Pi'entiee's  house. 

Voted  to  establish  tlie  Sixteenth  School  District. 

Aug,  39.  Charles  0.  P.  Hastings  was  chosen  General  Agent 
for  the  town  in  the  place  of  William  S.  Hastings  resigned. 

Nov.   13.  STATE   ELECTION. 

For  Governor,  Marcus  Morton,  312. 

Edward  Everett,  145.    Elected, 

"  "  Saml,  T.  Armstrong,       1. 

For  Lt.  Governor,  William  Foster,  313, 

George  H\ill,  146, 

8ena^r9—Chaa.  Hudson  144.  Linus  Child  146.  Wm,  Hancock  146_ 
James  G.  Carter  145.     Thomas  Kinnicutt  143.     Ai'temas  Lee  143.     Pliny 
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Merrick  3.    John  Spurr  3iS.     Sullivan  Sumner  313.    Nathl.  Wood  313. 
Charles  Sihley  313,    Jededlfth  Marcy  313.    Nathaniel  Rand  313. 

Voted  to  choose  three  Eepreeentatiyes  to  the  General  Court. 

lehabod  Cook,  Jr.,  by  a  majority  of  17  votes  in  a  poll  of  349; 
Hezekiaii  Fletcher,  by  a  majority  of  12  in  a  poll  of  345,  and  Sam- 
uel Allen,  Esq.,  (after  a  2nd  ballot)  by  a  majority  of  6,  in  a  poll 
of  344,  were  chosen  Eepresentatives. 

Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  one  from  each  school  district 
to  eoneidor  the  way  and  mode  of  dividing  the  school  money. 

Voted  to  reconsider  a  vote  passed  April  If,  1837,  concerning 
the  manner  of  loaning  the  surplus  revenue. 

Voted,  upon  motion  of  Dan  Hill,  Esq.,  that  the  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  loan  the  residue  of  the  Surplus  K«venue  iu  the 
Town  Treasury,  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  restric- 
tions as  voted  by  the  town,  March  17,  1887,  and  in  case  it  shall 
not  be  called  for  and  taken  in  the  course  of  the  present  mouth, 
the  Treasurer  shall  be  at  liberty  to  loan  the  whole  or  any  part 
.  thereof  upon  such  personal  security  as  a  committee,  now  to  be 
chosen,  shall  approve.  Amariah  Taft,  Elijah  Thayer  and  Dan 
Hill  were  then  chosen  as  the  committee. 

Sev.  David  Cushman  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee in  the  place  of  John  Cady,  resigned. 

The  County  Commissioners  relocated  the  road  across  the  Black- 
stone  river,  at  Millville,  crossing  the  Island, 


1838.  Jan.  15.  Voted  that  the  School  Committee  shall  have 
the  same  compeusation  as  the  Selectmen  have. 

Voted  that  a  committee  of  one  from  each  School  District,  be 
chosen  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  subject  "  of  establishing 
a  School  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  town." 

Dan  Hill,  Esq.,  was  chosen  agent,  and  aiithorized  to  take  such 
measures  as  he  may  choose,  to  demand  aud  receive  of  Washing- 
ton Hunt  all  moneys  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  town. 

Feb.  3,  Nathan  Hayward  and  othei's  having  petitioned  the 
Geiieral  Court  to  be  set  off  to  the  town  of  Bellingham,  it  was 

Voted  to  choose  an  agent  to  oppose  the  granting  the  prayer  of 
the  petition,  and  Jared  Benson,  Esq.,  was  chosen. 

John  G.  Metealf,  Johnson  Legg  and  Amariah  Taft  were  chosen 
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a  committee  to  drnw  np  a  reihoiistranee  against  tlie  prayer  of  the 
petition  aforesaid, 

March  5.  Chose  Stephen  Taft,  Town  Clerk;  David  Daven- 
port, Emery  Scott,  Alexander  Wilson,  Welcome  Staples  and  Ei- 
ley  Daniels,  Selectmen;  Stephen  Taftj  Treasurer;  School  Com- 
mittee, David  Davenport,  Louis  Cook  and  Arthur  Cook,  Jr. 
The  Treasurer  -was  chosen  Collector  and  Ahab  Eeed,  Constable. 

Voted  that  the  Assessors  be  directed  to  issue  warrants  of  dis- 
tress to  the  Highway  Surveyoi's. 

April  2.     Choice  of  Goan^  Treasurer — Anthony  Chase  had  30  votes. 

Gormimmnera — WiUiam  Crawford  200.  8amucl  Taylor  135.  Amoiy 
Holman  133.    Jared  Weed  77.    Thos,  Chamberlain  76.    All  others  3, 

Special  Gommimanera — David  Davenport  133.  Zacliariali  Sheldon  133. 
Sullivan  Thayer  76.    Hiram,  Wlieelocb  75.    All  others  8. 

Voted  to  raise  $2000  for  the  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  $1600  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  1500  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor. 

Voted  to  raise  $3000  for  incidental  expenses. 

Elijah  Thayer,  Johnson  Legg  and  Amai-iah  Taft  were  chosen 
Auditors  of  Accounts. 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $184.19,  being  mostly 
poll  taxes, 

June  18.  Ahab  Eeed,  Constable,  having  removed  from  town, 
Willard  Wilson  was  chosen  Constable. 

July  3.     Taxes  were  forgone  amounting  to  $30.60. 

Voted  to  accept  the  report  of  the  Selectmen  giving  the  bound- 
aries of  the  several  School  Districts,  seventeen  in  number. 

Dan  Hill,  Emery  Scott  and  Elijah  Thayer  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee to  petition  the  County  Commissioners,  in  behalf  of  tlie 
town,  to  discontinue  the  road  lately  located  on  the  petition  of 
William  3.  Hastings  and  twenty-one  others.  This  was  the  road 
now  in  use  fi'om  near  the  house  of  Samuel  C  Wilcox  to  Belling- 
ham  line  near  the  house  of  Ellis  Bullai'd. 

Oct,  31.  The  committee  above  chosen  lyere  authorized  to  ap- 
pear before  the  County  Commissioners  on  the  5th  day  of  Novem- 
ber next  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  the  petition  above  referred 
to. 

"    Nov.  1%.  STATU   ELECTION. 
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For  Governor,          Fanil.  0.  Allen,  3. 

"           '■               Peter  Parley,  1. 

Chas,  Allen.  1. 

For  Lt.  Goyernor,  Theodore  Sedgwick.  286. 

George  Hull,  200. 

Wm.  W.  Thompson.  3. 

After  casting  a  few  votes  it  was  voted  that  the  voters  parade 
on  the  Ooinmoii  (the  road — the  meeting  was  held  at  Goverdale's 
tavern)  and  that  the  Selectmen  pass  along  and  receive  the  votes, 
checking  the  names  as  they  vote. 

Mr  Sennioi-a— Linus  Child  160.  Winiam  Hnncock  161.  Thos.  Kinni- 
cuU  160.  Artemas  Lee  160.  James  G.  Carter  160.  James  Allen  160. 
Pliny  Merrick  86.  Amory  Holman  88,  Aaron  Brooks.  -Tr, ,  64.  Joseph 
Thayer  61.  .  Benj.  D.  Hyde  64.  Jubal  Haninfrton  64  John  Spiur  341. 
Sullivan  Sumner  341.  Nathl.  Wood  341.  Cli<»s  Sibley  341  Jedediali 
Marcy  343.  Nathl.  Hand  243.  Joseph  Davis  35  Ephraim  Slooe  35.  Otis 
Hayden  35.     Samuel  Wood  35.    Dan  Hill  1. 

Mr  Sepresentatijm  in  Oongreas — William  S.  Hastm^  203  elected.  Alex- 
ander H.  Everett  367.     Bezaleel  Taft,  .Tr.,  1. 

For  County  Vominia^nera — David  Davenport  160.  NatJian  Heard  99. 
Sullivan  Thayer  21.  Seneca  Hills  1.  Gains  Ticklepilcher  1.  Clafk  Ellis 
3.     Emery  Scott  1. 

This  election  was  held  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  Boai'd,  ocea. 
sioncd  by  the  resignation  of  Jai'ed  Weed,  Esq. 

Voted  to  send  three  Representatives  to  the  General  Court. 


Mnt  BteJfei— Emory  Scott  193.  MillinH  Taft  110.  Eben'  W.  Haywavd 
64.    Moses  Kelly  38.    Seneca  Hills  35.    All  others  13.    No  choice. 

SecoM  aiiiot- Emery  Scott  300.  Milliua  Taft  114.  Eben"-  W.  Hayward 
46.  Mosea  Kelley  32,  Seneca  Hills  24.  Dan  Hill  11 .  Lahan  Bates  4,  Ali 
others  6.    No  choice. 

TUrd  Si(Ko(— Emery  Scott  305.  Millins  Taft  130.  Eben'  W,  Hayward 
39.  Seneca  Hills  37.  Moses  Keliy  30.  Ellas  Baleome  8.  Dan  Hill  3.  La- 
ban  Bat«s  3.    Lebbeus  Gaskill  3.    All  others  5.    No  choice. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  to  send  three  Representatives. 

Voted  not  to  send  any  and  then  dissolved  the  meeting. 

No  election  of  Representatives  having  been  effected,  another 
meeting  was  called,  pursuant  to  the  fifteenth  article  of  the 
amendment  to  the  State  Constitution. 

Nov.  26,  (being  the  last  Monday  in  that  month)  a  meeting  was 
held  to  choose  Representatives. 

The  only  vote  passed  was  one  to  dissolve  the  meeting. 
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Dec.  The  committee  ou  the  division  of  the  school  money, 
made  a  report  in  which  they  recommended  that  the  school  money 
shoiild  bo  divided  as  follows,  viz:  No  district  shall  draw  more 
than  14  per  cent,  of  the  whole  sum  raised.  The  remainder  shall 
be  divided  among  the  remaining  districts,  one-third  equally 
among  the  districts  and  two-thirds  equally,  among  the  scholai-s. 
That  all  districts  shall  make  an  accurate  return  to  the  Selectmen 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  December,  annually,  of  the  number 
of  children  entitled  to  draw  school  money,  in  their  respective  dis- 
tricts; and  from  all  districts,  which  do  not  make  this  retnrn,  ten 
per  cent,  shall  be  deducted  from  the  sum  they  would  have  drawn 
had  they  made  the  required  return,  and  the  amount  shall  be  di- 
vided among  the  other  districts  by  the  rale  above  i-ecited. 

There  being  no  election  of  a  County  Commissioner,  at  the  last 
meeting,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Jji- 
red  Reed,  Esq., 

Dec.  31.    Another  meeting  was  held  with  the  following  result: 

Nathan  Heard  7.  Joha  W.  Lincoln  37.  Zachariah  Sheliioii  19.  Sulli- 
van Thayer,  7,     Olark  Ellis  1. 


1839.  March  4.  No  choice  for  County  Commissioner  having 
been  made  at  the  last  meeting,  voted  to-day  as  follows,  viz: 

Natlian  Heai-d  64.  John  W.  Liucoln  63.  William  N.  Green,  Esq.,  67. 
All  others  3. 

Chose  Stephen  Taf t,  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer;  David  Daven- 
port, Jared  Benson,  Anson  Aldrich,  Alex'  H.  Allen  and  Joseph 
B.  Cook,  Selectmen;  David  Ross,  Constable,  and  Arthur  Cook, 
Jr.,  Alexander  H.  Allen  and  Rev.  William  H.  Fish,  School  Com- 
mittee.    The  Treasurer,  Collector. 

Voted  that  the  salary  of  the  Constable  be  ten  dollai's  for  all  the 
services  he  may  perform  for  the  town. 

The  reports  of  the  Selectmen,  Treasurer  and  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  were  then  read,  accepted  and  pnt  on  file. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  borrow  money  on 
the  d'edit  of  the  town,  not  to  exceed  $1400,  to  meet  the  liabili- 
ties of  the  town. 

The  poll  was  then  opened  for  a  County  Treasurer,  and  An- 
thony Chase  had  59. 
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April  1.     Voted  to  i-jiiae  $3500  and  appropriiite  the  same  to  de- 
fray incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  $500  for  the  snpport  of  the  poor. 

Voted  to  raise  $1600  for  the  support  of  the  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  tSOOO  to  defi'ay  the  repairs  for  highways  and 


Alexander  H,  Alien  was  chosen  agent  to  sell  a  certain  piece  of 
land,  now  common,  near  Samuel  Gaakill's  house,  heiug  the  same 
piece  of  htnd  conveyed  to  the  town  by  Ool.  James  Mellen.  The 
same  was  purchased  by  Amariah  Taft  and  Samuel  Gaskill. 

Town  taxes  for  1838  were  foregone  to  the  amount  of  $84.54. 

School  taxes  in  the  Sixth  School  District  to  the  amount  of 
«37.90 

School  taxes  in  the  First  School  District  to  the  amount  of 
13.77. 

Voted  that  any  one  driving  faster  than  a  walk  over  the  bridge 
at  Blackstone  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  *1.00,  and  the  Selectmen 
ai^e  required  to  carry  this  rule  into  effect. 

The  article  in  the  waiTant  for  this  meeting  in  reference  to  the 
establishment  of  a  High  School  was  referred  to  the  School  Com- 
mittee. 

April  11,  The  rule  voted  by  the  town  in  regard  to  driving 
over  tlie  bridge  at  Blackstone,  was  approved  and  allowed  by  the 
the  County  Commissioners. 

May  6.  Voted  to  accept  of  the  road  located  near  the  house  of 
Caleb  Thayer,  and  also  of  a  road  located  near  Samuel  Prentice's 
house. 

Voted  to  refer  the  claims  of  Washington  Hunt,  for  a  full  set- 
tlement, to  the  Selectmen. 

Voted  to  foi-ego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $3.36  in  bill  for  1838. 

June  3.  It  seems  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  County  Com- 
missioners was  not  yet  filled  and  hence  another  trial  was  had  this 
day 

Nathan  Heard  liad  7  votes.    John  W.  Lincolu  6.     Wm.  N.  Green  38. 

Johnson  Legg,  Abel  Wilder  and  Jai'ed  Benson  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  consider  the  subject  of  a  division  of  the  highway 
districts. 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  anionnt  of  $3.83. 

Voted  that  the  Collector  shall  commit  Almond  Ballon,  Arnold 
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Eddy,  Daniel  Gifford,  Lorin  Munyan,  Paa-Iej  H.  Prentice  and 
John  Rowley,  Jr.,  to  the  County  Jail  provided  they  will  not  pay 
their  taxes  and  that  the  Colleetor  be  paid  all  necessary  charges 
and  the  Treasnrer  to  furnish  money  to  pay  their  board  until  fur- 
ther orders  from  the  town. 

Voted  to  adopt  the  following  rules  and  regulations  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Poor  House, 

KULES    AND    BEQULATIONS, 

1.  No  person  stall  leave  the  farm  without  permission  lirst  ]iad  of  the  Su- 
j)eriiitendent  or  his  wife,  and  shall  obey  the  said  Superintendent  and  his 
wife  in  all  reasonaiile  commands  or  requirements  at  all  IJmes. 

3.  No  persoD  shall  briug,  or  cause  to  be  brought,  on  to  the  premises, 
without  leave  first  had  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  any  intoxicating 
liquors,  nor  shall  they  grant  any  leave  without  the  direction  of  a  regular 
physician. 

8.  If  any  person,  liaving  leave  of  pJbsence,  shall  return  home  intoxicated, 
they  shall  not  have  leave  of  absence  for  three  months  thereafter. 

4.  Profane  or  immodest  language  shall  not  be  allowed  about  the  premi- 
ses on  any  pretence  wliatever. 

5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  tlie  Superintendent  and  his  wife  to  preside  at 
the  tables  of  their  respective  sexes  and  see  that  proper  decorum  by  each  in- 
dividual is  observed  and  that  each  one  has  their  proper  portion. 

6.  No  person  aliall  be  kept  in  the  ceU  to  exceed  tiiree  houra  without  no- 
tice to  the  Overseers,  nor  shall  any  person  be  kept  in  the  cell,  during  the 
usual  lioui's  of  sleep,  under  any  circumstances,  but  may  be  put  in  again  if 
not  sufficiently  reformed  the  following  day. 

Arnold  Taft,     1 

Elijah  Thayeb,  >  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

JoHBBON  Legs,    ) 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  in  the  Thirteenth  School  District  to  the 
amount  of  111.95. 

The  March  meeting  warrant,  which  had  been  adjourned  from 
time  to  time,  was  now  dissolved, 

Nov.  11,  STATE   ELECTION. 

For  Governor,         Marcus  Morton,  384  votes.    Elected. 

Edward  Everett,  174      '■ 

■'  ■■  Robert  Rantoul,  Jr.,       2      " 

For  Lt.  Governor,  Nathan  Willis,  384      " 

George  Hull,  175      " 

Charles  Allen,  3     " 

Mr  SeiiOitoye — John  Spurr  330  votes.    Nathl.  Wood  380  votes.     Jedediah 
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Marcy  380  votes,  Ohiirles  Sibley  380  votes.  Benj.  Eastabrook  380  voti;a. 
James  Estabroob  380  votes.  James  G.  Carter  139  votes.  Thos.  Kinnecutt 
137  votes.  Artemaa  Lee  139  votes.  Samuel  "Wood  169  votes.  James 
Allen  130  votes.  Obas.  G.  P.  Hasting  133  votes.  Pliny  Merrick  18  votes. 
Amory  Holman  37  votes.  Seneca  Hills  37  votes.  Otis  Hayden  37  votes. 
Aaron  Brooks,  Jr.  37  votes.    All  others  had  9  votes. 

Voted  to  choose  tlu'ee  Representatives  on  separate  ballots. 

mrsf  SaUoi—EiB&y  Scott  had  181  votes.  Stephen  Taft  had  115  votes. 
Anson  Aldrich.  had  49  votes.  Labaa  Bates  had  19  votes.  Alexr.  H.  Allen 
had  9  votes.  Moses  Kelley  had  61  votes.  All  others  3,  and  there  was  no 
choice. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  to  choose  three  Representatives. 

Nov.  35,  A  new  meeting  was  called  for  the  election  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  the  General  Court,  being  the  fourth  Monday  in 
November,  as  provided  in  the  fifteenth  Amendment  to  the 
Constitution. 

Voted  to  choose  three  Representatives  to  the  Generid  Court, 

Fii-^l  BaUol— Labaa  Bates  3d  had  179  votes.  Moses  Kelley  had  81  votes, 
Stephen  Taft  had  60  votes.  Anson  Aldrich  had  39  votes.  Alexr.  H.  Allen 
had  5  votes.    All  others  had  30.    No  choice. 

SecoM  BaMot—Lsbau  Bates  3d  had  193  votes.  Moses  Kelley  had  73 
votes,  Anson  Aldrich  had  37  votes,  Stephen  Taft  had  38  votes.  George 
Southwick  had  31  votes.  All  others  had  14  votes.  Laban  Bates  3d  was 
chosen  by  9  majority. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  until  the  nest  day  (Nov.  36) 
at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Nov.  36.  Voted  to  proceed  to  vote  for  a  second  Representa- 
tive. 

Voted  that  the  meeting  be  adjourned  nntil  3  o'clock  P.  M.,  in 
order  if  possible,  to  procure  the  check  list  of  voters. 

Two  o'clock  P.  M.  the  cheek  list  having  been  obtained,  the 
meeting  was  called  to  order  and  proceeded  to  vote  for  a  second 
Representative  and  it  was  found  that 

Leonard  Taft  had  151  votes.    Thomas  Taft  had  II  votes. 

Leonai'd  Taft  was  then  deelai-ed  to  be  chosen. 

Upon,  a  second  ballot  Caleb  Thayer  had  138  votes.  George  Sovithwick 
had  18.    All  othere  had  4. 

Caleb  Thayer  was  declared  to  be  chosen. 

As  the  fifteenth  ai-tiole  of  the  amendments  gives  no  authority 
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for  holding  a,  meeting  for  the  choice  of  Representatives,  afUr  the 
foiirth  Monday  in  November,  a  remonstrance  was  laid  before  the 
House  of  Representatives;  and,  in  due  season,  Leonai-d  Taft 
and  Caleb  Thayer  were  not  recognized  as  members  of  that  body. 
At  this  election,  Marcus  Morton,  of  Taunton,  was  elected  to 
the  ofUce  of  Gfovernor,  S^  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  one  vote. 


1840.  March  3.  Voted  to  choose  five  Selectmen  on  one  bal- 
lot. Chose  Stephen  Taft,  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer;  Jared 
Benson,  Nathan  Haywai'd,  Benj.  Bay,  Samuel  Very  and  Benoni 
Staples,  Selectmen;  Francis  Kelly,  David  Davenpoi-t  and  Dr. 
Moses  D.  Southwick,  School  Committee,  and  David  Ross  Con- 
stable. 

This  meeting  was  held  at  Coverdale's  Tavern,  and  after  the 
choice  of  Moderator,  it  was  voted  "to  adjourn  from  the  hall  to 
a  room  on  the  gi-ound  and  to  receive  votes  at  a  window  from  the 
common  in  fi-ont  of  the  house," 

Votes  fm-  Goun^/  Treaswrer — Anthony  Chase  had  73  votes. 

Voted  that  the  Constable  be  paid  $10  for  his  services. 

April  6.  The  following  is  the  vote  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
thirteenth  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  constitution: 

Teas  19.    Nays  39. 

No  election  (to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Boai'd  of  County  Com- 
missioners occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Jared  Weed  Esq.,) 
for  a  County  Commissioner  having  been  effected,  another  trial 
was  had  to-day. 

Adam  Harrington  liad  83.     .Jolin  W.  Lincohi 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  authoriKed  to  borrow  money  for 
the  use  of  the  town  as  he  shall  find  necessary. 

Voted  to  direct  the  Assessors  to  issue  warrants  of  distress  to 
the  Highway  Surveyors. 

Voted  to  foi-ego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $37.80  for  1839. 

Voted  to  raise  $3000  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  11600  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  $600  for  the  siipport  of  the  poor. 
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Voted  to  raise  $1500  for  repairs  of  higliways  and  bridges. 
This  tax  to  be  paid  in  labour  at  10  cents  per  hour  for  a  man, 
and  10  cents  -per  hour  for  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  cart. 

May  16.  Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $61.31  for 
1838  and  1839. 

Voted  that  the  Collector  shall  commit  to  the  county  jail  all 
who  have  not  paid  their  taxes  for  1839,  and  still  neglect  to  do  so. 

June  16.  By  a  return  of  the  Assessors  made  to  the  Town 
Clerk  this  day,  it  was  found  that  the  enrolled  militia  were  505. 

August  19.  Voted  to  instruct  the  Selectmen  to  enter  a  com- 
plaint against  the  dam  at  Millville  as  a  puhlic  nuisance,  provided 
the  owners  do  not  let  down  the  water,  according  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Selectmen,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  bridge. 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  for  1840  to  the  amount  of  $19.30. 


Nov.  9. 

STATE    ELECTION. 

For  Governor, 

Marcus  Morton, 

333. 

Joliu  Davis, 

383.    Elected. 

George  W.  Johnson, 

.     3. 

David  L,  Child, 

I. 

For  Lt,  Governor 

NaUian  Willis, 

319. 

George  Hull. 

384. 

Aljel  Bliss, 

3. 

John  T.  Hilton, 

1. 

Mr  Befiabfrs—John 

Sp 

urr  316.    Benj.  Easterbrook  316.    Aaron  S,  Gibbs 

316.  Adam  HwriDgton  316.  Ariel  Bragg  316.  Samuel  Wood  385.  Chas. 
C.  P.  Hastings  385.  Emory  Washburn  385.  James  Allen  286,  Amory 
Holman  385.  Edward  Earl,  Isaac  R  Barbour,  Asaph  Rice,  Cyrus  Pitt 
Grosvenor  and  Joshua  Titus  Everett  had  4  votes  each,     Edward  Clark 

Mr  Sepresentatim  to  the  Generai  Court — Joseph  B.  Cook  bad  389  votes. 
Stephen  Taft  bad  379  votes.  Samuel  W.  Doggett  had  33  votes.  All  others 
had  3  votes. 

There  was  no  choice.  S.  W.  Doggett  (Democrat)  was  self 
nominated. 

S\>T  Sepreitentntiee  in  (JongreiB — Alexander  H.  Everett,  of  Roxbury,  bad 
803  votes.  WiUiam  S.  Hastings,  of  Mendon,  had  395  votes.  Elected. 
Others  had  6  votes. 

Electors  at  Large.    (Dmn.. )  Electors  at  Large.    ( Wliig). 

William  P.  Walker. 305    Isaac  C.  Bates 301 

Ebenezer  Fisher. 805    Peleg  Sprague 301 
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District,  Caleli  Eddy 305 

do.  Robert  Upton ..S05 

do.  :NattianieI  Stevens. .. SOS 

do.  Timotliy  Thompson. 305 

do.  Samuel  B.  Spurt. . .  .305 

do.  Caleb  Hubbard. 305 

do.  Jotn  Leland 305 

do.  James  Fowler 805 

do.  Arfemas  Brown 305 

do.  Natban  C.  Brownell.305 

do.  Tliomas  Mandell. . .  .305 

do,  Jesse  Rerce 305 


For  Distiict». 

I  District,  Richard  Horton 301 

J  do.  Stephen  C.  PbiUips.  .301 

t  do.  Bufus  Longley 801 

t  do.  Sydney  Willard 301 

>  do.  Ira  M.  Barton 301 

t  do.  George  Grennell 301 

r  do,  Thaddeus  Conway. .  .301 

i  do.  Samuel  Mixter 801 

)  do.  Thomas  French 301 

)  do.  Wilkea  "Wood 301 

I  do,  Joseph  Tripp 301 

I  do.  John  B.  Thomas 301 


1  District,  John  Rogers. . 
3     do. 


>•»  at  Large.    {Libm-ty.)  Mleetors  at  Lwrgi 

.  .5    Henry  J.  Chapman 

Sylvester  Judd 5    Seth  Sprague 

Distncts,  Dkiricts. 

1  District,  John  E.  Puller.   5 

3      do.      Eben'  Hunt 5 

3  do.      George  Coggswell 5 

4  do.       James  T.  Woodbury.  .5 

5  do.       Thomas  W.  Ward 5 

6  do.       Joel  Hayden 5 

7  do.      George  W.  Sterling 5 

8  do.       Chas.  Starkweather S 

9  do.       Bucktin  P.  HoUiston,  .5 
10      do.      Benjamin  Burt 5    10      do. 


John  Smith. . 

Richard  Plummcr 3 

Calvin  Temple 1 

Daniel  Paul 1 

Asa  Rowland 3 

J.  W.  Robbins 1 

John  M.  Pisk 3 

Cyrus  Alien 1 

Samuel  Shove 3 

do.      Andrew  Marcy 1 

LorinW.  Heed  3 


11       do.       Zenas  D.  BassetC 5     11 

13     do.      AzelAmes 5    13      do. 

Beside  the  above  tickets  I  find  the  following  record: 
No.  4,  Josiah  Bartlett  1,    No.  5,  Samuel  May  1.    No.  7,  Tyler  Thacher  1. 
No.  9,  Wm.  S.  Hastings  1.    No.  II,  Isaac  Austin  1. 

There  was,  during  the  whole  day  of  the  election,  a  very  heavy 
rain;  hut,  notwithstanding,  it  was  the  largest  meeting  that  had 
ever  been  convened  in  the  town,  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast 
being  613. 

William  H.  Harnsoii  was  elected  President. 


1841.  Feb.  3.  It  being  supposed  that  Ezekiel  Wood,  of 
Uxbridge,  had  trespassed  upon  the  land  belonging  to  the  town, 
Arnold  Taft  was  chosen  an  Agent  to  prosecute  said  Wood  by 


dbyGOOgIC 


574  ANNALS   OF    MENDON.  [1841. 

,  or  to  have  tlio  question  of  boundary  settled  by 


arbitration. 

March  1.  Stephen  Taft  was  chosen  Town  Clerk,  Treasurer 
and  Collector;  Arnold  Taft,  Thayer  Bellows,  Willard  Chileon, 
Laban  Bates,  3nd,  and  Welcome  Thayer,  Selectmen;  David 
Eoss,  Constable,  and  Louis  Cook,  Francis  Kelly  and  David 
Davenport,  School  Committee. 

Voted  not  to  choose  Tithingmen, 

For  Register  of  Deeds,  Adam  HaiTington  had  125  votes,  and 
Artemas  Ward  had  48. 

For  County  Treasurer,  Anthony  Chase  had  45  votes. 

April  5.  The  vote  for  County  Commissionera  was  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

For  Gomnmsionern — William  Crawford  118,  Samuel  Taylor  101,  Zacli- 
nriali  Slieldon,  101.  David  Davenport  50.  Oiiailea  Thurbtir  51,  Ariel 
Bragg  33.    AH  others  8'. 

Mr  Special  Oonrnmaioners — Stephen  Davis  51.  Jerome  Gardner  50,  Adam 
Harrington  101.  Sullivan  Thayer  83,  David  Davenporl  SO,  N.tfhan 
George  1. 

The  following  list  of  Jurors  presented  by  the  Selectmen  was 
adopted: 

Adam  Wheelock,*  Francis  Kelly,*  Joseph  B.  Cook,  Alexander  H.  Allen,* 
Moses  T.  Chapin,*  Samuel  G.  Wilcox,  Jared  Benson,*  Samuel  Chase, 
Albert  Fairbanks,  Collins  Capron,  Emanuel  N,  Paine,  MiUins  Taft,  Alan- 
son  S,  Freeman,*  William  Legg,*  Tliomaa  Taft,*  Joseph  Tucker,  Scam- 
mell  Aldrich,*  Jonathan  M,  Shove,  Anson  Aldrich,*  Samuel  Very.*  Abel 
Aldrich,  Jr,,*  Peter  Gaskill,  Jr,,*  Reuben  Thayer,*  Leonard  W.  Darling,* 
Steplien  H.  Tlniyor,  Lewis  Wood,  Henry  Ooverdale,*  Perry  Wood,  Luke 
Aldrich,*  Ichabod  Cook,*  Eii  Kellcy,  Jos,  G  Davenport,*  Abram  Staples,* 
Natlian  Hayward,*  Luke  Aldrich,  2nd,*  Ebcnezer  Chase,  Laban  Bates, 
Sod.  Emory  Scott,*  Thayer  Bellows,  Daniel  S,  Southwick,  Rufns  Hay- 
ivard,*  Naum  Gaskill,*  Nicholas  Tiiayer,*  Benjamin  Davenport*  Jason 
Staples,*  Thurber  Warfield,  George  Bates,*  Laban  Bates,  Leonard  Taft,* 
Silas  Dudley,  Clark  Cook,*  Samuel  Thayer,*  Welcome  Tliayer,*  Eliab  0, 
Perham,*  Ariel  Cook,  Jr.,  Carlisle  W  Capron,  Stephen  Taft,*  Natliau  0, 
AJdrich,*  Benoni  Staples,*  Audrus  Wheeiock.* 

Voted  to  raise  i3000  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  $1600  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  1600  for  the  sapport  of  the  poor. 

Voted  to  raise  11600  for  the  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges. 
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Voted  that  the  Assessors  issue  distress  warrants  to  the  High- 
way Snrveyore. 

May  3.  At  the  recent  trial  for  a  choice  of  Comity  Commis- 
sioners, but  one  Commissionor  was  chosen,  .and  at  a  meeting 
held  this  day  a  ballot  wae  taken  for  two  Connty  Commissioners 
and  two  Special  Commissioners,  as  follows: 
'  For  OourUy  Oomrrmaiaiwrs — Samuel  Taylor  had  45  votes.  Zacliariah 
Sheldon  bad  45  votes.  Abiat  Jaques  had  8  votes.  Clark  Ellis  had  1  vote. 
David  Davenport  liad  30  votes.  Charles  Thurber  had  38  votes.  Jared 
"Weed  had  1  vote. 

Ibr  Speeial  (hmnmaonera — Adam  Harrington  had  45  votes.  David 
Davenport  liad  31  votes.  Steplien  Davis  had  30  votes.  Jerome  Gardner 
had  30  votes.  Balem  Towne  had  8  vot«s,  Edmund  Gushing  had  8  votes. 
Ail  others  had  3  votes. 

Voted  to  forego  tases  to  the  amount  of  125.49. 

The  Assessors  returned  the  number  of  the  enrolled  militia  at 
438. 

Nov.  8.  STATE   ELECTION. 

For  Governor,  Marcus  Morton,  302. 

John  Davis,  197.     Elected. 

"  ■'  Lucius  Boltwoocl,  3. 

"  Joha  Q.  Adams,  I. 

For  Lt,  Governor,     Henry  H.  Ohikls,  393. 

GeorgeHull,  197. 

"  "  Bbenezcv  Hunt,  3. 

i'br  Senator»So\\n  Spurr  393.  Isaac  Davis  303.  Natlianiel  Wood  393. 
Adam  Hai'ringtou  391.  BenJ,  Esterbrook  391.  Samuel  Wood  196.  James 
Allen  )97.  Amory  Holman  196.  Emory  Washburn  198.  Ales'- De Wilt 
196. 

FOIl    IlEPKESBNTATIVB   TO    THE   GENERAL   COURT. 

Mendon,  hy  the  recent  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  was 
entitled  to  hnt  one  Eepresentative  to  the  General  Court, 


Willard  Wilson  had  369  votes.    Joseph  B.  Oook  had  300  votes.    Others 
had  5  votes. 


1842.  March  7.  Chose  Stephen  Taft,  Town  Clerk,  Treas- 
urer iuid  Collector; '  Arnold  Taft,  Lafaan  Bates,  2iid,  Peter 
GaskiJl,  Jr.,  Milling  Taft,  and  Henry  A.  Aldrich,  Selectmen; 
chosen  on  a  general  ticket;  David  Boss,  Constable, 
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Ben]'.  Davenport,  Warren  Eawaon,  Nahiim  Bates,  Olney  Cook, 
Laban  Bates,  3nd,  Benj.  Ray,  Johnson  Legg,  Obadiali  Wood, 
Jared  Benson,  Joseph  Tucker,  Millins  Taft,  Ariel  Thayer,  Dan 
Hill,  Abel  Wilder,  Luke  Aldrich,  3nd,  Eufus  Hayward  and 
Willai'd  Chilson  were  chosen  a  committee  to  consider,  the  sub- 
ject of  building  a  Town  House,  &c. 

Voted  to  accept  a  road  near  Stephen  Tourtelotte's  provided  the 
whole  cost  shall  not  exceed  $155,00,  otherwise  that  it  be  not 


April  4.     Voted  to  choose  three  School  Committee  men. 

Chose  Louis  Cook,  when  a  motion  was  made  and  csu'ried  not 
to  choose  any  more,  whereupon  Mr.  Cook  resigned.  It  was 
then  voted  to  postpone,  indefinitely,  the  choice  of  a  School 
Committee. 

Voted  that,  in  future,  one  half  of  the  town  meetings  be  held 
at  the  South  Parish  Meeting  House,  and  one  half  at  the  Inn  of 
Henry  Coverdale  (in  the  same  Pariah). 

Voted  to  raise  J1600  to  repair  highways  and  bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  $3000  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  $700  for  the  support  of  the  poor- 
Voted  to  raise  $1600  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  Tote  accepting  the  "  Tourtelotfce  road, " 

April  30.  Voted  that  a  committee  of  three  be  chosen  to  ex- 
amine the  records  of  the  town  and  to  determine  if  any  of  them 
i-equire  to  be  transcribed,  and  to  employ  some  suitable  person  to 
make  such  transcript  at  the  expense  of  the  town.  Dan  Hill, 
John  G.  Metcalf  and  Dr.  Moses  D.  Sonthwick  were  chosen  as 
the  committee,  to  which  the  Town  Clerk,  ex  officio,  was  joined. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  Tote  passed  at  the  last  meeting  not  to 
choose  a  School  Committee,  and  now  chose  Louis  Cook,  Francis 
Kelly  and  James  Shennan. 

By  the  return  of  the  Assessors  the  enrolled  militia  were  found 
to  be  430. 

July  13.  Votes  ftyr  BepresenfaMve  in  Gonffrms,  District  No.  9 — Ezra  Wil- 
klnsou,  of  Dedham,  333  votes.  Samuel  G.  Goodrich,  131  votes.  'William 
Jackson,  3  votes. 

Voted  that  the  Prudential  Committees  of  the  several  School 
Districts  retura  the  number  of  children,  in  their  respective  dis- 
tricts, over  three  and  under  twenty-one  jeai-s  of  age,  on  the  first 
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diiy  of  May,  to  the  Selectmen,  who  aliuU  make  the  ii2>portion- 
ment  of  the  school  money,  in  the  month  of  July,  according  to 
the  rule  which  may  exiat  »t  that  time. 

■  Voted  that  the  Treasurer  certify  to  the  Selectmen,  on  or 
before  the  20th  day  of  July,  in  each  year,  the  total  amoimt  of 
money  to  be  expended  the  current  year.  The  Selectmen  shall 
then  apportion  the  money  among  the  several  distiicts  and  make 
return  thereof  to  the  Treasurer,  who  shall  then  pass  the  several 
sums  to  the  credit  of  the  proper  districts.  The  Treasurer  shall 
pay  all  bills  for  support  of  schools,  properly  receipted,  and  the 
same  shall  be  received  as  valid  in  the  annual  settlement  with  the 
Selectmen. 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $34.15. 

Dan  Hill,  Dr.  Abel  Wilder  and  Silas  H.  Kimball  were  chosen 
a  committee  to  examine  the  bridge  over  the  Blackstone  Faetoi'y 
Pond  and  report  its  condition  at  the  next  town  meeting. 

Stephen  Tourtelotte  agreed  to  build  a  piece  of  road,  near  his 
house,  including  all  damages,  for  $155.00. 

Nov,  14.  STATE   BLRCTION. 

For  Governor,  Marcus  MovtoE*      had  M8  votes. 

"  "  Jolin  Davis  "    215     " 

Samuel  E.   Bewail     "        7     " 
For  Lt.  Governor,    Henry  H.  Childs       '■    348    " 
George  Hull  "    2IB    " 

"  "  William  Jackson       "        6    " 

Pbr  Senators — John  Spurr  had  848  votes.  Isaac  Davis  hiid  348  votes. 
NathI.'W(>od  had  348  votes.  Benj.  Estabrook  had  848  votes.  Ariel  Bragg 
had  849  votes.  Solomon  Strong  had  316  votes.  Alexander  DeWitt  had 
316  votes.  James  Allen  had  316  votes.  John  Wright  had  216  vol«8. 
Dan  HUl  liad  316  votes. 

Votes  for  Bt^remntaMue  to  the  General  GouH — Thomas  Taft  had  317  votes. 
Nelson  Cowen  had  183  votes.  Saml.  W.  Doggett  had  36  votes.  Nine 
others  had  30  votes. 

Fbr  BepreaeittaUve  in  the  28th  Gonffresa,  in  t!i«  5th  i)wWo(— Pliny  Merrick, 
of  Worcester,  had  341  votJiS.  Charles  Hudson,  of  Westminster,  had  313 
votes.    Phineaa  Crandall  had  8  votes.    Two  others  had  S  votes. 

Fbr  Bepreaeat'Mrie  in  the  Z3tk  Congress,  in,  the  Qth  Dkti-ict — Ezra  Wilkinson 
had  340  votes.    William  Jackson  had  330  votes. 
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This  lust  electioTi  was  to  fill  a  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  the  Hon.  William  Sodou  Hastings,  at  the  White  Sulphur 
Springs  in  Virginia,  while  a,  member  of  the  !i7th  Congress. 

Dec.  19.  There  being  no  choice  of  a  Representative  in  the 
twenty-seventh  Coiigi-ess,  another  trial  was  had  this  day  and 
with  the  following  result,  viz: 

Eara  Wilkinson  had  315  votes;  Dem.  William  Jatkson  liafl  T9  voles; 
Whig. 

Feb.  13.  B"o  election  for  a  member  of  Congress  in  the  Fifth 
District  having  been  effected  at  the  last  trial,  another  meeting 
was  held  this  day,  when 

Pliny  Merrick  had  300  votes;  Dem.  Charles  Hudson  had  ilO  vofes; 
Whig.     Phineas  Cvandall  had  8  votes;   Anli-slavery. 

RBV.    LINUa   H.    SHAW,    THE   TENTH    MINISTER. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  engaged,  without  any  formal  settlement,  and 
commenced  his  ministfy  in  April,  1843,  and  closed  his  pai'ochial 
labors  May  1,  1844. 


1843.  Mai-ch  6.  Stephen  Taft  was  chosen  Town  Olerk,  Treas- 
urer and  Collector;  Millins  Taft,  Willai-d  Chilson,  Emory  Scott, 
Olney  Cook  and  Daniel  S.  Sonthwick,  Selectmen;  Rufiis  Hay- 
ward,  Constable;  Rev.  Linus  H.  Shaw,  Fi-aocis  Kelley  and  Dr. 
Moses  D,  Sonthwick,  School  Committee. 

Voted  that  the  Constable  be  paid  $10  for  all  services. 

Voted  that  800  copies  of  the  Treasurer's  report  be  printed  for 
tlie  use  of  the  Town.  This  was  the  first  instance  of  having  any 
report  printed. 

Anthony  Chase  had  91  votes  for  County  Treasurer.  The  vote 
was  unanimous. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  bon-ow  money  only  of 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  payable  in  cuiTent  bank  bills  at  an  in- 
terest not  exceeding  iive  per  cent. 

April  3.  There  being  again  no  choice  of  a  Representative  in 
Congress  for  the  Fifth  Congressional  District,  another  election 
was  held  this  day,  when 

Charles  Hudson,  of  Westminster  had  103  votes;  David  Henshaw,  of 
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Leicester  Lad  144  votes;  Phineas  Crandall,  of  Worcester  had  6  votes;  Pliny 
Merrick,  of  Worcester  had  1  vote. 

Voted  to  raise  $1600  to  repair  liighways  and  bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  13000  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  4600  for  the  support  of  the  poor. 

Voted  to  raise  $1600  for  the  support  of  schools. 

The  money  for  highways  to  be  expended  as  heretofore — in  work. 

Voted  to  choose  seven  Tything  men,  and  Samuel  W.  Doggett, 
Washington  Hunt,  Nahor  Staples,  Peter  Bates,  Lymaii  C.  Cur- 
tis, Silas  Dudley  and  Enoe  Hayward  were  chosen. 

Voted  that  the  Town  Meetings,  in  futura,  be  held  one-third  at 
the  South  Parish  Meeting  House,  one-third  at  the  Inn  of  Henry 
Ooverdale,  and  one-third  at  the  Inn  of  Ebenezer  Marsh. 

The  fixing  the  place  of  meeting  at  Marsh's  Inn  was  occasioned 
by  the  sale  and  taking  down  of  the  old  Meeting  House  where 
Town  Meeting  had  formerly  been  held.  The  meeting  house  was 
sold  to  Holland  Allbe,  the  timbers  from  w^ich  were  used  in  build- 
ing the  house  now  occupied  by  William  S.  and  Frederick  R. 
Kinsley,  at  the  comer  of  Elm  and  Hastings  streets. 

April  29.     Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $43.13. 

June  17.     Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $74.92. 

The  Fifth  School  District  divided  and  the  Eighteenth  School 
District  established. 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $17.00. 

The  number  of  the  enrolled  militia  (being  between  the  ages 
of  18  and  45)  was  fonnd  to  be  493. 

August  16.  Met  at  the  Inn  of  Ebenezer  Mareli,  in  tbe  North 
Parish,  and  voted  to  accept  of  an  alteration  in  the  road  leading 
from  Seth  Kelley's  to  Bellingham  line. 

Dan  Hill  was  chosen  General  Agent  for  the  remainder  of  the 
political  year. 


Nov.  15. 

STATE   ELECTrON-. 

For  Governor, 

Marcus  Moi-toa 

Lad  am  vot 

George  N.  Brigga 

'■    180     " 

Samuel  E.  Bewail 

'■      10     " 

Wm.  Lloyd  Gan-ison 

"        1     ■■ 

For  Lt,  Govpi-uor, 

Henry  11.  Ohilda 

"    ;t37     .. 

Johu  Keed 

■'    190     " 

William  Jackson 

■■      10     ■' 

George  Bradburn 

"       1     " 
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—Isaac  Davis  315  votes.  John  Spurr  337  votes,  Ariel  Bragg 
837  votes.  Walter  A.  Bryant  337  votes.  Kilbum  Harwood  337  votes.  Levi 
Lincoln  191  votes.  Solomon  Strong  101  votes.  Linus  Child  191  votes. 
Alexander  DeWitt  191  votes.    Dea  Hill  189  votes. 

Thomas  W.  Ward,  Qershom  Jones,  Nicholas  Jenks,  Joseph  Griggs  and 
Reuben  Wliitcoralj,  Jr.,  had  10  votes  each;  Anti-Slavery  ticket.  Five 
others  had  16  votes, 

Oluriee  of  BepresentaUve  to  tlie  General  Cov/rt. — Peter  Gnskill,  Jr.,  had  389 
votes.  Joseph  B.  Cook  90.  Adam  Wheeloek  13.  Samuel  W.  Doggett  33. 
Samuel  Thayer,  David  Davenport,  Caleb  Thayer,  Francis  Kelly  and 
Alanson  Freeman  each  had  1. 

Peter  Gaskill,  Jr.  was  chosen  by  64  majority. 

Dec.  3.  About  this  time  the  subject  of  a  division  of  the  town 
began  to  be  pretty  freely  ajid  earnestly  discussed.  One  of  the 
reasons  was  that  there  was  no  convenient  place  near  the  centre 
of  the  town,  either  aa  regai-ded  its  population  or  its  geography, 
for  the  holding  of  town  meetings.  Hence  the  town,  at  this 
meeting. 

Voted  that  the  town'proceed  to  build  a  Town  House. 

Voted  that  the  Town  House  be  built  in  Nicholas  Thayer's  pas- 
ture, where  a  road  from  Samuel  Very's  cider  mill  will  communi- 
cate with  a  road  from  Ai-temas  Thayer's  road  to  Milhns  Taft'e. 

Arnold  Taft,  Dan  Hill  and  Samuel  Very  were  chosen  a  Build- 
ing Committee. 

Voted  that  the  Building  Committee  construct  such  a  house 
ae  they  may  think  the  convenience  and  necessity  of  the  town 
may  require. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  fixing  the  site  for  a  Town  House. 

Voted  that  the  Town  House  be  located  at  or  near  the  corner 
of  the  roads  by  Samuel  Very's  cider  mill. 

Voted  that  the  Committee  proceed  to  build  said  house  forth- 
with. 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  116.66. 

Voted  that  the  Collector,  Abel  Aldrich,  be  directed  to  enforce 
the  collection  of  all  taxes  against  bankrupts,  and  that  the  town 
will  iiidemiiify  him  for  all  costs  and  damages  that  may  be  in- 
curred. 

Dec.  16.  It  was  moved  and  seconded  to  reconsider  the  vote 
to  build  a  Town  House,  and  the  motion  was  not  carried. 

The  second  article  in  the  wan-ant  was  tlien  disposed  of,  when 
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a  motion,  made  and  seconded,  to  reconsider  the  vote  to  build  a 
Town  Honse,  was  again  defeated,  and  the  meeting  was  tlien  dis- 
solved. 

Dec.  30.  The  meeting  was  held  this  day  at  the  Inn  of  Ebon- 
ezer  Marsh,  in  the  North  Parish,  but  was  adjourned  to  meet  at 
Han'ison  Hall,  forthwith. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed  Dec.  2,  1843.  fixing  the 
location  of  a  Town  Honse  neai"  Samuel  Very's  cider  mill. 

Voted  to  pass  over  the  second  clause  in  the  second  ai'ticle  in 
the  warrant,  which  was  "to  see  if  the  town  will  fix  upon  a  site 
for  a  Town  House  on  the  road  leading  from  the  Five  Corners  to 
the  Inn  of  Henry  Coverdale,  or  at  either  of  the  places  before 
mentioned." 

Voted  to  discharge  tlie  Committee  chosen  Dec.  2,  to  build  a 
Town  Honse. 

Voted  to  pass  over  the  fourth  article,  which  wae  ' '  to  see  if  the 
town  will  choose  a  Committee  of  one  from  each  School  District 
to  select  a  site  Jor  a  Town  House." 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed  Dee.  3  inet.  to  build  a 
Town  House. 

Voted  to  pass  over  the  sixth  article  in  the  warrant,  "to  see  if 
the  town  would  hire  HaiTison  Hall,  in  which  to  hold  one-half 
of  the  town  meetings." 

Voted  to  pass  over  the  seventh  and  eighth  articles,  "  to  see  if  the 
town  will  vote  to  divide  the  town  into  two  sepai-ate  towns,  so  as 
to  do  justice  to  both  towns,  and  choose  all  necessary  committees 
to  effect  the  same." 


1844.  Jan.  W.  Voted  that  that  proportion  of  tJie  town  meet- 
ings which  have  heretofore  been  held  at  Ebeuezer  Mai-sh's  Inn, 
be  held,  in  future,  at  HaiTison  Hall,  in  the  North  Parish. 

Voted  to  strike  out  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  articles  from 
the  warrant,  which  were  "  To  see  if  the  town  would  build  a  Town 
Honse,  fix  a  site  for  the  same  and  choose  all  necessary  commit- 
tees. " 

March  i.  Chose  James  P.  Hayward  Town  Clerk,  Treasni-er 
and  Collector;  Henry  A.  Aldrict,  Ebenezer  Chase,  Elbridge  G. 
Daniels,  Oliver  Clapp  and  Leonard  Taft,  Selectmen;  Euf us  Hay- 
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ward  Constable,  and  Rev.  Linus  II.  Shaw,  Dr.  Mosea  f).  South- 
wick  and  Rev.  Michael  Burdett,  School  Committee. 

Voted  to  build  a  Town  House. 

Voted  the  site  toi  said  house  be  near  the  corner  near  Saranel. 
Very's. 

Voted  that  Arnold  Taft,  Dan  Hill  and  Samuel  Very  be  a  com- 
mittee to  select  a  site,  procure  the  materials  and  conti'iict  for 
building  said  house. 

Voted  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  build  said  house. 

Voted  to  hold  one-half  of  the  town  meetings  at  the  South 
Parish  meeting  house  aud  one-half  at  the  Inn  of  Henry  Cover- 
dale. 

For  County  Treasurer,  Anthony  Chase  had  4.3  votes  and  Jose[ih 
Tucker  and  James  P.  Hayward  1  vote  each. 

Adjourned  to  Coverdale's  Inn. 

Mai'ch  1 6.  Voted  to  reconsider  a  vote  passed  at  a  meeting 
held  at  the  South  Parish  meetinghouse,  on  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1844,  whereby  the  town  voted  to  locate  the  Town  House  near  the 
corner  near  Samuel  Very's,  by  a  vote  of  303  to  165. 

Voted  to  discharge  the  committee  chosen  at  that  time  to  build 
a  Town  House. 

Voted  to  dismiss  the  fourth  article,  which  was,  "To  clioose  a 
committee  of  one  fi'om  each  School  District  to  select  a  site  for  a 
Town  House," 

Voted  to  pass  over  the  fifth  article,  which  was,  "  To  see  if  the 
town  would  make  any  alteration  in  the  places  for  holding  town 
meetings," 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed  at  a  town  meeting  held  at 
the  South  Parish  meeting  house,  March  4,  1844,  whereby  tlie 
town  voted  to  hold  one-half  of  the  town  meetings  at  the  South 
PaiTsh  meeting. house  and  one-half  at  the  Inn  lately  kept  by 
Henry  Ooverdale  (now  Euf  us  A  Youug). 

Adjourned  sine  die. 

April  1.  About  this  time  petitions  began  to  be  circulated  to 
he  presented  to  the  next -Legislature,  to  meet  in  January,  1845, 
for.  a  division  of  the  town. 

A  meeting  held  this  day  to  choose  County  Commissioners. 
The  following  was  the  result  of  the  ballot: 

JP&r  Ccmimf^ioneri. — William  Crawford  had  73  voles.    Jerome  Gardner 
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had  Tif  votes.  Joseph  Bruce  had  73  votos.  Adam  Harrington  iiarl  166  votes. 
Wsri'eii  Humes  had  164  votes.  Gardner  Riiggles  had  165  voles.  All  others 
(8)  had  18  votes. 

Special  (hmmismiiei's. — Jason  Quulding  had  73  votes.  Stephen  Davie  had 
71  votes.  Dexter  Gilbert  had  167  votes.  Sullivan  Thayer  had  160  votes. 
All  others  (3)  had  5  votes. 

Voted  tliat  the  Pmdeutial  Oammittees  sliiill  coiih'itet  with  the 
teachers  for  the  several  School  Districts. 

Voted  to  iiccept  of  the  following  list  of  Jurors,  viz: 

OIney  Cook.  Laban  Bates.  William  Cook.  Otis  Thayer.*  Milieus 
Taft.  Jos.  Q,  Davenport.*  Leonai'd  W.  Darling.*  James  P.  Hayw^rd. 
AndrUB  Wheelock.*  Emanuel  N,  Paine..  Luke  Aldrich.*  Eli  Kelley. 
Francis  Kelley.*  Stephen  Taft.*  Wm.  H.  Comslock.  Ariel  Cook,.  Jr. 
ThomasTaft.*  SpauIdingHervey.*  Adam  Wheelock.*  SlephenH.  Thayer. 
Arnold  Taft.*  Aaron  Bui'don.*  Moses  Kelley.  Lyman  Paine.  Alau- 
soa  S.  Freeman,*  Washington  Hunt.*  Alexander  H.  Allen.*  Samuel  W. 
Doggett.*  Louis  Cook,  Bemington  Soiithwick.  Eli  Pond.  George  Bates,  * 
WilliamLegg,*  Moses  Daniels.*  DanielGunn,  William  Saunders,  Tliayer 
Bellows.  Oliver  W.  Claflin,  Joseph  Logee.  Aaron  Marsh.  Josiah  Web- 
ster. Henry  Wheelock.  Henry  H.  Benson,  Jonathan  M,  Shove.  Daniel 
Southwicb.  Collins  Capron.  Moses  Buffum,*  Remington  Aldrich.  Leb- 
beua  L.  Wood.  Enos  Hayward,  Manning  Wheelock.  Stephen  J.  Sher- 
man, Austin  Greenman.  Samuel  W.  Thayer.  Leonard  Taft,*  Timothy 
Ellis,    Holland  Allbe.    James  Comstock.* 

Jumes  f.  Hiiywai-d  resigned  bis  office  of  Towti  Clerk,  Treasurer 
and  Collector,  aiid  Stephen  Taft  was  chosen  in  his  stead, 

Henry  A.  Aldrich  refusijig  to  serve  as  Selectman,  Stephen 
Tfift  was  chosen  in  his  stead. 

Voted  to  strike,  tlie  eleventh,  twelfth,  thirteenth  and  four- 
teeath  ai'ticles  from  the  wai-rant,  which  were  "To  provide  for 
the  erection  of  a  Town  House." 

Voted  to  raise  $1600  for  repaii'S  of  highways. 

Voted  to  raise  *1000  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  $1000  for  the  support  of  the  poor. . 

Voted  to  raise  *1800  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Voted  to  forego  taxes,  in  the  Second  School  District,  to  the 
amount  of  I1S4.11, 

Voted  to  forego  town  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $19.00. 

Voted  to  hold  one-half  of  the  town  meetings  at  the  South 
Parish  meeting  house  and  one-half  at  the  Inn  of  Henry  Cover- 
dale. 
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April  H'i.  Voted  thjit  the  Treasurer  be  initliorized  to  borrow 
money  at  five  per  cent,  to  pay  town  debts  tlmt  are  at  aix  per  cent. 

Voted  t^)  accept  a  road  neai'  Bussoll  Wilson's  house. 

June  15.     The  eurolled  militia  were  found  to  be  589  in  number. 

Aug,  31.  Silas  Dudley,  Obadiah  Wood,  Johnson  Legg,  Benoni 
Staples  and  Leonard  Tait  were  chosen  a  committee  to  view  the 
proposed  road  from  Samuel  Very's  to  the  Dam  Swamp  road,  and 
ible  raute  to  the  next  town  meeting, 

STATE   ELECTION. 

George  Bancroft         had  &37  votoa. 
George  N.  Brigga         "    329    "       Elected, 
Samuel  E.  Sewall  "      35     " 

"  Lt.  Governor,    Dr.  Henry  H,  Cliilds    "   886     " 
John  Keed  "   238     " 

William  Jackson  "      35     " 

Pbr  iSfeB«<(H'«.— Democrats— Walter  A.  Bryant  had  886  votes.  Killbwn 
Harwood  had  336  votes.  Adam  Harrington  had  336  votes.  Jai'ed  Benson 
had  880  votes.  Amasa  Walker  had  335  votes.  Whig — Levi  Lincoln  had 
338  votes.  IJnus  Child  had  338  vof«s.  Dan  Hill  had  333  votes.  John  G. 
Thurston  had  338  votes.    Joseph  Stone  had  338  votes. 

James  G.  Carter,  Otis  Brigham,  Oilman  Jones,  Elihn  Burritt  and  Phineaa 
Bemis  had  35  votes  each;  Anti-Slaveiy  Ticket. 

M)i'  M^resentatwe  in,  the  General  (hurt. — Welcome  Staples  had  205  votes. 
Ebenezer  Chase  had  310  votes.   Willard  Chilson  had  33  votes.    Adam  Whee- 
lock  had  30  vol«8.    Three  othei*  had  4  votes. 
Welcome  Staples  (Dem.)  was  elected  hy  IS  majority. 
Far  Bep-rese'iitatiBB  in  Congress  in  the  Mfth  OoagresidoiKd  Dintriet. — Charles 
Hudson  (Whig)  had  333  votes.    Isaac  Davis  (Dem.)  had  383  votes.  Eodol- 
phus  B.  Hnbbai-d  (Anti- Slavery)  had  36  votes. 
V  PRCBIDBHT   J. 
) 


Gayton  P.  Osgood  . , 

Samuel  C.  Alien 

District   1  Chaa.  G,  Greene.  ,- 

do.       3  Ebenezer  H.  Stacy 

do.       3  Hiram  Plummer... 

do.       4  CLas.  Thompson  . . 

do.       5  J.  8.  C.  Knowlton. 

do.        6  H.  Or,  Newcomb... 

do.        7  Orrin  Sage 

do.       8  Artemas  Brown. . . 

do.       9  Peter  H.  Pierce.... 

do.     10  JehnH.  Shaw 


Ekdora  at  Large.    ( WliSg). 

Abbott  Lawrence 319 

Lewis  Strong 310 

District   1  Nathan  Appleton  ...318 
3  John  Perry  Allen... 319 

3  Homer  Bartiett 319 

4  A.  R.  Thompson,,.. 319 

5  Charles  Allen 219 

6  Wm.  B.  Calhoun 319 

7  ChaunceyB.  Rising,  ,319 

8  Elijah  Vose 319 

9  William  Baylies 3(9 

10  SethOrowell 319 
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Electors  at  Large.    {AnU-Slimei'y  Tieket.) 

Jool  Haydun 28    John  G.  Wbittier 38 

District  1  Timothy  Gilbert 38    District    S  J.  Dickicsou,  Jr 33 

do.      S  Nathan  D.  Chase 38       do.       7  Edward  Laselle 38 

do.      8  WiUardBrown 38        do.        8  Jesse  Wheaton 38 

do.     4  John  Fletcher 38       do.       9  Laban  M.  Wheaton..  38 

do.     5  Phineas Crandall 88       do.      10  Gilbert  Richmond...  38 

Dec.  23.  Tbo  meeting  was  held  this  day  at  tlie  South  Pai'ish 
Meeting  House. 

Votes  for  BepresentaU-ne  in  Congress  for  the  5tk  District — Isaac  Davis,  of 
Worcester,  had  116  votes.  Charles  Hudson,  of  Westminster,  had  111  votes. 
Rodolphus  B.  Hubbard,  of  Worcester,  had  13  votes. 

Voted  to  build  a  Town  House. 

Voted  to  build  a  Town  House  on  Southwick's  Hill,  near  Ab- 
ealom  Daniels'  lionse,  if  a  site  can  ba  had  free  of  expense  to  the 
town. 

Milling  Taft,  Obadiah  Wood,  Stephen  J.  Shearman,"  Aaron 
Burden  and  WilliU'd  Wilson  were  then  chosen  a  committee  to 
obtain  the  site,  make  all  necessary  contracts  and  build  said  Town 
House. 

Voted  to  hold  one-third  of  tiie  town  meetings  in  Harrison 
Hall  in  the  North  Pai-ish. 

Voted  to  forego  the  taxes  in  the  Second  School  District  to  the 
amount  of  $9.03. 

Voted  to  adopt  the  following  resolutions  offered  by  John  G. 
Metcalf: 

1.  Resolved,  that  we  view  the  Annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States, 
as  involving  most  awful  consequences;  that  it  is  calculated  to  extend  and 
pei-petuate  Slavery,  opposed  to  Republican  institutions  and  subversive  of 
the  foundation  principlea  of  our  government. 

3.  Resolved  that  we  earnestly  request  oui'  Legislature  to  renew  its  pro- 
test, in  more  emphatic  terms,  if  possible,  against  the  annexation  of  Texas. 

8.  Resolved,  that  oui'  Representative  he  instructed  and  our  Senators  in 
the  General  Court  requested  to  use  all  their  influence,  by  vote  or  otherwise, 
against  tiie  foul  scheme  of  iinitiug  Texas  to  the  Union. 

As  will  be  seen,  these  resolves  were  rescinded  at  the  next  town 


1845.     Jan  9.      The  committee  to  build  a  Town  House,  hav- 
ing, by  its  Chairman  (Millins  Taft),  made  a  verbal  repoi-t. 
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Voted  that  the  town  do  rescind,  revoke  and  annul  the  votes  of 
tiie  town  passed  on  the  33d  day  of  Dec,  1844,  whereby  it  was 
voted  to  build  a  Town  House  on  Sonthwick's  Hili,  near  the  house 
of  Absalom  Daniels,  and  that  the  committee  chosen  at  that  meet- 
ing to  fix  upon  a  site  for  said  house,  and  to  contract  for  building 
the  same,  be  and  are  hereby  wholly  discharged  from  any  further 
service  under  said  vote. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn  without  day,  but,  by  a  jca 
and  nay  vote,  the  motion  was  defeated,  when  it  was 

Voted  to  instruct  our  Representative  in  the  General  Court  to 
oppose  a  division  of  the  town  before  the  Legislature,  if  a  petition 
should  be  presented  for  that  purpose,  and  the  Town  Clerk  is  di- 
rected to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  vote  to  our  Representative, 

Voted  to  rescind  the  resolutions,  passed  at  the  last  town  meet- 
ing, respecting  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Democratic  party  of  the  nation  had,  by  tlie 
election  -of  James  K.  Polk  to  the  Presidency,  committed  itself  to 
the  annexation,  and  as  the  Democratic  majority  in  this  town  was 
amply  sufficient,  it  was  not  strange  that  the  vote  to  rescind  should 
be  cai'ried. 

Jan.  30.  The  petition  for  a  division  of  the  town  having  been 
presented  to  the  General  Court,  and  the  order  of  notice,  usual  in 
such  cases,  having  been  served  upon  the  town,  it  was  then 

Moved  and  seconded  that  the  town  do  oppose  a  division  of  said 
town  and  choose  an  agent  for  that  purpose,  and  it  was  directed 
that  the  question  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  with  the  result  that 
239  were  opposed  and  168  in  favor,  so  the  motion  was  lost. 

Voted  to  choose  four  agents,  by  nomination,  to  defend  the  pe- 
tition of  Joseph  G.  Davenport  and  others  for  a  division  now 
pending  before  the  Committee  on  Towns  of  the  Legislature. 

Washington  Hunt,  John  G.  Metcalf,  Aai'on  Burdon  and  Heniy 
A.  Aldrich  were  then  chosen  agents. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed  at  a  former  town  meeting, 
directing  our  Representative  (Welcome  Staples)  to  oppose  a  di- 
vision of  the  town. 

Voted  to  instruct  our  Representative  in  the  Gouci-al  Coiirt,  to 
vote  for  a  division  of  the  town  of  Mendon. 

The  following  is  the  petition  for  the  division  of  tlic  town. 
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To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representativea  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachuaetts  to  assemble  in  Legislatiire  on  the  flrst  Weclnes- 
day  in  Jannary,  A.  D.  1845. 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned,  qiialified  voters  In  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
in  tlie  County  of  Worcester,  respectfully  represent  timt  the  populBtion  of 
the  town,  by  the  last  census,  was  3534,  since  wliich  time  it  has  gi'eatly  in- 
creased; that  the  town  is  divided  into  two  Parishes,  viz:  the  First,  or  Nortli 
Parish  and  tJie  Second  or  South  Parish  by  a  territorial  line  ninuing  nearly 
east  and  west ;  that  the  principal  portion  of  tlie  population  Is  located  at  tlte 
extreme  north  and  south  parts  of  the  town;  that  the  town  has  no  Town 
Honse  nor  any  conyenient  place  near  tlie  centre  of  the  town  to  hold  town 
meetings  or  to  transact  Town  business;  that  the  town  is  well  located  Co  di- 
vide into  two  towns,  there  being  a  thin  population  along  the  dividing  line 
of  the  Parishes,  and  a  range  of  hills  and  wild,  uncultivated  land;  that  the 
inhabilants  of  the  two  parishes  have  different  interests  and  are  engaged  in 
different  occupations,  and  that  it  will  greatly  accommodate  the  inhabitants 
if  the  town  was  divided  into  two  towns. 

Wherefore  your  Petitionee  pray  that  the  Legislature  will  cause  a  division 
of  said  town  to  be  made  by  setting  off  the  Inhabitants  and  their  estates  of 
said  Second  or  South  Pariah  into  a  separate  town  by  itself,  and  as  in  duty 
bound  will  ever  pray. 

Jos,  G-.  Davenport,*  Fraa.  R.  Scixo,  EHas  Wood,*  0.  A.  Davenport, 
James  Urady,  Lendol  Staples,*  Q.  L.  Davenport,*  Joseph  Henry,  Henry 
W.  Wood,  8.  T.  Davenport,*  Joseph  Miller,*  Jesse  F.  Alderman,  Stephen 
Leshuer,*  Altiert  Staples,  Thomas  Child,  George  Oapron,  Bufus  Tucker, 
Henry  Goss,*  George  Wood,*  Chas.  C.  P.  Hastings,*  John  Simonds,* 
George  H.  Wood,  Foster  Fay,*  Calvin  Turner,  Jr.,*  S.  W.  Doggett,*  Ben.]. 
Howard,  Chas.  A.  Smith.*  George  Bean,  Pras.  P.  Taft,  Warren  Rawson,* 
George  Rawson,  Samuel  Rockwood,  Silas  Dudley,  Silas  Leshuer,*  George 
Moore,  Benj.  D.  Williams,*  Charles  H.  Smith,*  Lyman  Cook,  William  T. 
Metcalf,*  Henry  A.  Aldrich,  J.  8,  Sadler,  Timothy  BUis,  Wm.  H.  Com- 
stock,  Philo  W.  Brown,  Stephen  Cook,  Sd,  Albert  Gould,* L.  M.  Perham,* 
Alfred  H.  Hastings,*  Geo.  W.  Tucker,  Moses  T.  Ohapin,*  Isaac  M.  Tuck- 
er,* AmosPhipps,  Latimer  8.  Staples,*  Ezra  Leland,*Lysander  Grow,  Na- 
than George,*  John  S.  Gasldll,  Henry  Rawson,*  John  G.  Metcalf,  Caleb  S. 
Pike,*  Thomas  Maguire,  Orson  R.  Wheelock,  John  Strickland,*  Orrin  G. 
Goodwin,  Lorain  P.  Cnmmings,  Elijah  Rockwood,  Alexander  Peters,*  Jo- 
seph Staples,*  George  A.  Streeter,  Augustus  Knights,  Lewis  Boyden,  Cal- 
vin Barber,  Jr.,  Benj.  Davenport,* Micajah  C.  Gaskill,  Anderson B.  Albee,* 
Ebenezer  Marsh,  Willard  I.  Allen,  Lewis  Stone,*  Beth  Hastings,*  Eliab  C. 
Perham,*  Elisha  Wood,*  Amos  Ricliardaon,  Peter  Thompson,*  Andrew  H. 
Beed,  Liberty  Goss,  Benj.  Wheelock,* Silas  Armsby,*Naum  Gaskill,* Ben- 
jamin Bates,*  Scammell  Aldrich,*  Fredeiic  Gardner,  Simon  P.  Bicknell, 
Levi  Perham,*  Clark  Cook,*  John  Howe,*  Carlisle  W.  Oapron,  Welcome 
Staples,*  Nathan  Hayward,*  Cyms  C.  Daniels,  Ira  W.  Cook,*  Bnmnel  P. 
Hayward,  Peter  Pickering,*  Aaron  0.  Cook,*  John  R  Hayward,  Olney 
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' Cook,  Ellis  Cook,*  Nahum  Batfls* Gilbert  Cook,  John  W.  Alexander,  Ca- 
leb Adams,  Aldrich  B.  Cook,  Holland  Albee,  Willard  Ohilson,*  George 
Taft,  Jr.,  Amariah  Taft,*  Baniel  Lazell.  Ellis  Taft,  Slid.  Eli  Pond,  Jr.,  Ez- 
ekiel  Burr,  Elijah  Taft,*  Eleazer  H.  Foristall,  Willai'd  Wilcox,*  Alonzo 
Taft,*  Jothara'Hayward,*  Samuel  G.  Wilcox,  Alviu  Taft,*  Wm,  P_.  Rua- 
sell,  Clark  Cook,  Snd,  SimeouWheelock,* George  Bates,  Lebboua Daniels,* 
AlanBOnS.  Freeman,*  Joseph  Bates,  Ebenezer  HaweH,*  Jos,  Hallowell,  Ed- 
ward Woods,  Willard  Swan,*  James  Grant,  Rutus  Russell,  Daniel  Thur- 
ber,*  Thomas  J.  Reed,  Elijah  Warfield,*  Sumner  Ballou,  John  Hill  Tn- 
M.  Warfield,*  Bichard  E.  Mann,*  William  Smith,  Oliarles  Dewjng  Ezia 
Jenks,  Abel  Wilder,*  Elijah  Dewing,*  Clias.  A.  Taft,  George  Wilder  Ehjali 
Taft  3nd,*Ariel  Cook,  Jr. ,  Jas.  M.  Hopkins,  Bennett  Wheeler,  John  Remmg 
ton,  Wm.  B.  Arnold,  Jas.  T.  Howard,  David  Boj'den,  Benj.  Ray,*  Ezekiel 
Phillips,  George  Brilton,  Obed  Washburn,  John  Bates,  William  B  Pe(,t 
Lyman  C.  Curtis,  MoiTis  Soule,  J.  Webster,  Abjah  Esty,  Daniel  Gunn, 
Wm.  Coiigdon,Jr.,  AmaaaKimpton,  Francis  Kelly.*  Lewis  Warfleid.Henry 
Thayer,  David  Rosa,*  Michael  Burdett,  Rufus  A.  Benson,  Elbridge  G.  Phil- 
lips, Silas  H.  K.  Warfield,  Daniel  Manley,  Samuel  V.  .Warfield,  Gershom 
Remington,*  Dan  A.  Comatock,  John  C.  Warfield,  Newton DarliDg,*Dud- 
ley  Brown,  Adam  White,  Newbury  Darling,*  Benj,  A.  Potter,  Amaziali 
Harris,  Ijewis  Darling,  Peleg  Carr,  Thomas  Wood.  CoUina  Capron,  Lyman 
Emerson,  Jr.,  Samuel  Day,  Geoi^  Capron,  2ud,  Charles  L.  Harding,  Dan- 
iel OIney,  Lawaon  Warfield,*  Alexander  B.  Hewett,  Henry  B.  Gladding,  A. 
B.  Williams,  Philander  Darling,  Jas.  A.  Baldwin.  Augustus  Williams.  Au- 
gustus Brown,  StephenH.  Tabor,  Albert  Fairbanka,  Thoa.  Hendiick,  John 
Cady,  R.  H.  Townshend,  Levi  B.  Mowry,  John  Mann,  Atwood  Cadyi 
Amaaa  Taft,  Sen',  Matthias  M.  Nelson,  Arnold  Southwick,  Hiram  Qleaaon, 
William  Mann,  S.  A.  Aldrich,  Caleb  Legg,  Sen',  Moses  Buffum,*t  William 
H.  Paine,  Wm.  E.  Engley,  John  C.  Scott,  John  Leach,  Daniel  8,  WUeelock, 
Jamea  O'Neil,  Jas.  M.  Gotham,  Nathan  B.  Olarlc,  Loring  Emerson,  James . 
Hui'd,  Joseph  Wheelock,  Thurber  Warfield,  Welcome  Farnam,*  Wm.  H. 
Morton,  Aaron  Burdon,*  Wm.  M.  Kimball,  M.  W.  Burlingame,  Eslea  Bur- 
don,  Fred.  M.  Ballou,  William  Sturdy,  Emor  Tourtelotte,  Oliver  Clapp, 
Jeremiah  Keech,  Charles  Arnold,  J.  R  Walworth,  Mathew  C.  Salsbury, 
Stephen  Tourtelotte,  Channing Smith,!  Reuben  R.  Studley,  Hiram  Metcalf. 
J.  W.  Wheelock,  Jonas  P.  Newton,  Jesse  Tourtelotte,  William  Sanders, 
Samuel  J.  France.  Albert  Tourtelotte,  Manning  Wheelock,  Daniel  Cross- 
man.  Squire  Shove,  Estus  Lamb,  Samuel  W.  Thayer,  M.  D.  Southwick,* 
Jos.  Hollowell,  Galen  G.  Lamb.  Reuben  Taft,  William  Phillips,*  William 
Kelley,  Saml.  W.  Gibson,  Horace  Ray,  Smith  J.  Studley,  Horace  Benson', 
Jeffei-son  A.  Smith.  Edward  Studley.  William  H.  Benson,*  Joseph  France, 
Eiios  Hay  ward,*  William  H.  Brown,  Artemas  Gardner,  Thomas  J.  Reed, 
George  C.  Roaa.+  Paris  T.  Taft.  Daniel  T.  Warfield,  Hiram  Adams.  Robeil 
Slcere.  Edward  Warfield,  .loltn  Peavey,  Lewia  A.  Mowry,  Rufua  Keecli, 
Eaek  Phettyplaee,  James  Darling.  Ellezer  Harris,  Samuel  Farley,  John 
Spring,-!  George  W.  Cook,  Nalior  Staples,!  David  Munroe,  Benoni  Stone,! 
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John  B.  Salabury,  Bphraim  Day.f  D.  A,  Prentice,  Feaner  Phettyplace,t  ■ 
Augustus  MafHtt.t01iverB.Bverett,*Prederic  Miller.  MathewC.  Salabury, 
Wnrren  Grant,  Charles  Dirk,  Win.  R.  Salshury,  Chaa.  A.  Thayer,*  Jaa, 
Congdou,  Emmons  Hathaway,  Eliab  M.Perham,* Oilman G.  Pieree,  James 
G.  Luke,  Simon  B.  Thornton,*  John  Woodworth,  Nathan  Day.  E.  G. 
Wood.*N.  B.  Hill,  Foster  Very.*  Edward  Greenman,*  Nathan  Day.  f  Elisl.a 
Kinsley.  Ssmuel  Bills,*  Otis  Mann,  Stephen  Brown,  Henry  K  Stratford, 
Henry  Sleere,  Phinehas  Briggs,t  "William  Kelly,*  George  M,  Carr,  Jesse 
Darling,  Samuel  Nelaon.  Horace  Paimenter,  Jonathan  A.  Oomstock,  George 
Davenport,*  Mwrin  aould,^  Rowland  Aldricli,  Isaac  Green,  Daniel  Barnes, 
Jr.,  A,  Staples,  George  Varney,  Hiel  Carr,  Remington  Aldricli,  Thomas 
Gardner,  Reil  Carr,  William  Aldrich,  Willard  I.  Allen,  William  Davis,  Lu- 
ther Warfleld,  Cyrua  Boyden,  Steplieu  Woodworth,  Benj.  Nichols,  Lewis 
F.  Gardner,*  Gardner  G.  Oi-swell.f  John  Sayles,  Charles  Turner,  Bdwin  P. 
Dudley,  ScottS.  Mowry,  WiiliamG.  Hadley,  DavidDavenport,*Preaerved 
8.  Thayer,*  H.  G.  O.  Kimpton,  William  8.  Guild,  Daniel  T.  Howai-d,  Ly- 
man Paine,  David  W.  Bennett,  MeiTill  8.  Smith,  William  A.  Kelley,*  Al- 
bert C.  Bennett,  Euclid  Chadsoy,  Bli  Kelley,t  Aldrich  Howai'd,  Cusliman 
Thayer.  Pi'eston  .VI.  Wood.  John  B.  Mellen,  Otis  Aldrich,  Caleb  Corey, 
Samuel  Thurston.*  AbljahEsty,  Jr.,  Daniel  Darling,  Jr.,  Francis  Hapgood,* 
Caleb  Whiting,  Hosea  Cook,  Davis  BiUs,  Albert  Engley,  Benjamin  Dyer, 
Henry  Wheelock.  Mellen  Benson,  Robert  Allen.*  Gilbert  oiiakill,  John 
Rowley,  Alvin  Allen,*  Stephen  Torrey,*  Edwin  Rowley,  Samuel  Prentice, 
John  M.  Daniels,  Joshua  W.  Trask.  David  S.Paine,f  Ariel  Cook.*  Pre- 
served 8.  Gunn,  Benjamin  Paine, f  Stephen  H.Thayer,  William  McLel- 
lan,  Levi  8.  Ross,t  Wm.  Autliony,  Jonathan  M.  Shove,  Peter  Dunbar, 
Loring  Emerson,  Lyman  Emerson,  VV'illiam  Horton.f  Stephen  S.  Benson, 
Emanuel  N.  Paine,  J.  H.  Wing,  Remington  South  wick,  Moses  Kelly,  J.  8. 
Keacb,  A.  G.  Day.  John  H,  Slocum.f  Daniel  N,  Chace,  Seth  T.  Aldrich, 
Lyman  Payles,  George  Aldrich,  Willard  Holbrook,  James  Hurd.fJas.  W. 
Russell,!  N".  C.  Aldricli,  Wm.  G,  Fry. 

The  whole  number  of  the  petitioners  was  707. 

Tlie  remonstrance  of  Obacliiih  Wood  and  otliers  was  as  follows, 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  in  General  Court  assembled: 

The  undersigned,  freeholders  and  legal  voters  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
do  respectfully  and  urgently  remonstrate  against  the  division  of  the  town 
of  Mendon  into  two  towns  by  your  honorable  body  on  the  petition  of 
Joaepli  G.  Davenport  and  others,  or  on  any  other  petition,  present  to  your 
honorable  body  the  following  reasons  for  so  remonstrating: 

1.  The  geographical  dimensions  of  the  town  is  not  above  the  average  of 
towns  in  our  county  of  Worcester,  being  210601  acres  within  its  claimed 
boundaries. 
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3.  Rliode  Island  claims  n  part  of  our  territory,  and  which  claim  is  now 
peudiug  for  adijudication  in  the  Supreme  Federal  Court. 

3,  The  division  of  tlie  town  will  cause  great  inccnvenience  in  the  School 
pistrictB,  viz:  Between  numhere  tliree  and  live,  six  and  seventeen,  and 

i.  The  town  has  an  almshouse  establishment  amply  sufficient  for  the 
town,  as  it  now  is,  with  paupers,  which  may  lead  to  expensive  and  vexa- 
tioHs  litigation  if  tlie  town  is  divided. 

5.  The  petitions  have  been  prematurely  presented  to  your  honorahlc 
body,  as  we  understand  the  Revised  Statutes,  Chap.  3,  sections  seven  and 
eight.  Tliere  has  never  been  any  notice  served  upon  this  town,  np  to  this 
_day.  Some  of  the  petitioners  for  a  division  (we  understand),  have  slated 
that  unfair  means  were  used  to  obtnjn  their  signatures.  Almost  all  our 
transient  male  population  (if  our  information  is  correct),  from  twenty-one 
years  upward,  have  been  induced  to  petition  for  a  division  of  the  town, 
and  whether  they  are  all  voters  is  very  questionable ;  and  we  think  that  more 
than  one-third  of  the  population  of  Mendon  are  transient  people,  leaving  a 
large  proportion  of  the  freeholders  to  defend  themselves  against  a  measure 
in  which  these  can  have  but  little  interest. 

Wlierefore  your  petitioners  pray  that  the  prayer  of  said  petition  to  divide 
the  town  of  Mendon  may  not  be  granted. 

Obadiah  Wood,*  Benonl  Staples,*  Doten  Smith,  Stephen  Tourtelotte,* 
Elijah  Taft,*  Peletiali  Tliayer,*  Charles  Benson,  Stephen  Cook,  Johnson 
Legg,*  Sullivan  H.  Taft,  Otis  Thayer,*  Abram  Staples,*  Otis  Marsli,  Francis 
E.  Wheelock,*  Joseph  Engley,  Piitman  W.  Taft,  William  Leach,  Arnold 
A.  Taft,  Ebenezer  Taft,  Hezekiah  Fletcher,*  Dudley  Taft,  Arnold 
Taft,*  William  Fletcher,*  Zalman  G.  Wood,  Thomas  Taft,*  Aldrich  How- 
ard, Atlam  Wheelock,*  Christopher  Daniels,  Perry  Wood,  Albert  Gardner, 
Marcena  Daniels,  Austin  Wood,  Andrus  Wheelock,*  Adolphus  Fowier, 
Lewis  Wood,  Lewis  W.  Taft,  VarviUe  Taft,*  Calvin  Wheelock,  Stephen 
Taft,*  George  Taft,  3d,  Andre  Southwick,  Ariel  Cook,  3d,  Ferd.B.  An- 
drews, Russell  Bennett,  Jr.,  Gilbert  Oook,  Linus  B.  Staples,*  Augustus 
Hemick,*  Aldrich  B.  Cook,  Seth  Southwick,*  Arnold  Aldrich,  Jr.,* Mowry 
Darling,*  Enos  T,  Albee,  Royal  M.  Wheelock.*  Ellison  Scott,*  John  W. 
Darling,*  Elbridge  Q.  Daniels,*  John  M.  Daniels,  Dexter  Cole,  William 
Cook,  Henry  Coverdale,*  Loveli  Hayward,*  Elial  Barber,  S.  E.  Evans, 
Abraham  Fletcher,*  Calvin  Barber,  Willis  Soutliwick,  Harris  Fletcher, 
Austin  Fletcher,  Asa  Thompson.*  Adolphus  Daniels,*  George  H.  Payson, 
Micajah  Fuller,  John  M.  Daniels,  Nahor  Fletcher,*  Lanstord  W.  Brock, 
Phiio  W.  Brown,  Welcome  A.  Thayer,  William  Hayden,  Jason  Staples,* 
Caleb  Wheelock,  John  Luke,  Abljah  Staples,*  Charles  Fletcher,  Charles 
Metcalf,  James  M.  Staples,  Jas.  Burlingame,  Solomon  Pratt,  Simon  Oom- 
stcck,  Welcome  Thayer,  John  B.  Kelly,  Tliompson  Taft,  Daniel  Hill,  John 
Kelly,  ElishaH.  Wilson,  Lyman  Sayles.Laban  Bates,  2d,  Caleb  Taft,  Leon- 
ard Taft,*  George  W.  Colvin,  Samuel  W,  Gibson,  ^Spaulding  Hervey,  Peter 
Bates,  Jr.,  Amory  R.  Brown.  Moses  Daniels,*  Horace  Thayer,  John  J, 
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Gel«hell,  Atel  Prince,  Eli  Bales,  James  Adams,  Anson  Darling,  Elijali 
Ti-ask,  George  Gaskill,  Smith  Aldrich,  Thpmas  J.  Aldricli,  Samuel  H.  Gas- 
kill,  Alison  Adams.  Jared  Benson,  Jr.,  Emory  Scott,*  John  H.  Slocuin, 
Abijah  Estey,  Lnther  Evertou,  Jr.,  Josiah  F,  Gould,  Nathaii  Southwiok, 
William  Clark,  Ichahod  Cook,  David  W.  Southwick,  Ziba  Roas,  Rowland 
Itatiibua.  John  R.  Smith,  Arthur  Cook,*  Kussell  Estey,  Russell  Wilson, 
Samuel  Cook,* Eli  Kelly,*  Ellis  Taft,  Albert  Gaskill.  James  Hurd,  Alvin 
Boulelle,  Daniel  Harrington,  Marvin  Howland,  Wanen  RawBon,.2nd,  Setli 
Harrington,  Otis  Joslin,  Willard  Wilson,  Samuel  B.  Pickering,  Leblieus 
L.  Wood,  Willard  A.  Mo  wry,  David  Kelly,*  .lames  Comslock,*  Dexter 
Boulelle,  Otis  T.  Parkliiirst,  Hosea  Cook,  Amasa  Taft,  George  Hill,  Benj. 
Rckering,  Eiiel  Ballou,  George  Hill,  Jr.,  Jotham  Pai'khurst,  Caleb  S.  Wil- 
son, Aaa  Kelly,*  Willard  Wilcox,  Jr.,  Whitney  Alexander,  Zaccheus  Col- 
vin,  Andrew  Comstock,  Wm.  W.  Thayer,  Kufus  Jenka,  Daniel  Southwick, 
Joel  Glover,  Malcolm  8.  Scott,*  Jared  Benson,*  Arnold  Darling,  Benj. 
Steams.  Daniel  8  Southwick,  John  Westhall,  Welcome  Jillson,  William 
Legg,  Caleb  Thayer,  Orrin  Sargent,  Elijab  Taylor,  Lyman  Holbrook, 
William  Spear,  John  Thompson,  Caleb  Sturlevant,*  Moody  B.  Fuller,  Ellery 
Ihomas,  Alexander  Howard,  C.  W.  Underhill,  Job  Hart,  George  Prentice, 
Edmond  Kimpton,  N.  M.  Thayer,  Stephen  J.  Shearman,  Martin  D.  Boutelle, 
John  Can',  Thomas  Rich,  Nelson  Holbrook,  Nahor  Staples,  John  Spring, 
Benedict  Shove,  Rufus  Keach,  M.  Gould,  Daniel  Kimpton,  Zebedee  Young, 
Peter  Gaskill,  Jr.,  Samuel  Yery,*  Benoni  Stone,  David  Hoyden,  James  P. 
Hayward,  Gai-dner  G.  Orwell,  Silas  Ballou,  Elisha  T.  Gaskill,  Augustus 
Moffltt,  Samuel  Day,  Fenner  Phettyplace,  John  Aldrich,  Daniel  OIney,  Z. 
0.  Ross,  Samuel  Farris,  Levi  S.  Ross,  Wm.  A.  Burlingame,  Russell  Cross- 
man,  Anthony  Sweet,  Charles  Ross,  George  W.  Gaskill,  Thayer  Bellows, 
David  S.  Paine,  Staey  W.  Fenner.  Abner  Wight.  Elbridge  G  Phillips, 
Jeremiah  Getcbel,  Nicholas  Thayer,  Wellington  Hart,  Charles  Dirk,  Phin- 
ehas  Briggs,  Austin  Greenman,  Lemufel  Whitney,  John  Messenger,  Merrill 
T.  Spring,  John  6.  Robinson,  Augustus  Moffltt,  Oliver  Stone,  Willard  Hol- 
brook, Reuben  R.  Studley,  Rhodes  Hill.  Natlian  Day,  Reuben  Thayer,  Jr., 
Russell  Bennett,  Louis  Cook,  Stephen  Comstock,  Absalom  Daniels,  * 
Ephraim  Day,  Artemas  Thayer,  Jr.,  Ariel  Thayer,*  Elisha  Chose,  Samuel 
Everton,  Leonard  Thayer,  M.  H.  Warfield,  Artemas  Thayer,  Reuben 
Thayer,*  William  Caas,  Sumner  Thayer,  Gilbert  Gaskill,  James  Davis, 
Henry  Angell,  Daniel  Bai'nes,  Enos Hayward,  JamesT.  Hayward,  Hezekiah 
Harrington,  Elijah  Hayward,*  Edwin  G,  Davis,  Benj.  Paine,  Ariel  Thayei', 
Jr.,  George  W.  Haven,  Wm.  H.  Paine,  Peter  Gaskill,*  Daniel  T.  Tliayer, 
Amos  0.  Albee,  Cornelius  Metcalf,  Joseph  H,  Logee,  Rufus  Haywaiti,* 
Samuel  Thayei',  Jesse  Darling,  Eber  K.  Brown,*  Seth  T.  Staples. 

Whole  number  of  remonstrants  814. 

Jan.  30,  1845. 

The  order  of  notice  on  the  petition  of  Jos.  G.  Davenport  and 
others  was  passed  Jan.  17  by  the  Gfenei-al  Oonrt,  and  was  served 
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upon  Stephen  Taft,  Town  Clerk  of  Mendon,  by  Oliiirles  C.  P. 
Hastings,  Jan.  31,  1845. 

The  (Jommittee  on  Towns,  after  visiting  the  town,  reported  a 
bill  for  its  division,  Feb,  36,  1845,  iind  which  was  passed  by  the 
General  Court  and  became  a  law  by  the  signature  of  the  Gfov- 
eraor,  Mm-eh  25,  1845. 

At  this  time  the  valuation  of  the  town,  as  certified  by  Pre- 
served S.  Thayer,  one  of  the  Assessors,  was  as  follows,  viz: 

Ileal  Ealate  valued  at $937,673,00 

1  Estate  Talued  at 503,416.00 


Total 11,431,083.00 

The  whole  number  of  polls  was  1.015. 

ValuaUonof  the  Sbrth  Parish,  {Mendon.) 

Heal  Estate  valued  at $a79,374.00 

Personal  Estate  valued  at 137,391.00 

1516,7(15.00 
Wliole  number  of  Polls  was  319. 

Valuation  of  t!ie  South  Fariuli,  (Blitckstoiie.) 

Real  Estate  valued  at ; |548.399.00 

Pei-aonal  estate  valued  at afiB,025.00 

$914,834  00 
Whole  number  of  Polls  was  606. 

Maivjh  3.  Voted  to  pass  over  choosing  Town  Clerk,  Treasur- 
er and  Collector  until  the  adjourned  meeting. 

Arnold  Taft,  Daniel  Soiithwiek,  Andrus  Wheelocfc,  Heaekiah 
Harrington  and  James  Comstock  were  chosen  Selectmen  and  Eu- 
fu8  Hayward,  Constable, 

The  vote  for  County  Treasurer  was  for  Anthony  Chase  81'. 

But  little  other  business  was  transacted,  and  the  meeting  Wits 
adjourned  to  the  first  Monday  in  April,  to  meet  at  the  South 
Parish  Meeting  House,  at  %  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  town  having  been  divided  by  the  act  of  March  35  (the 
,  South  Parish  having  been  made  a  town  by  the  name  of  Black- 
stone)  it  became  necessary  to  call  a  new  meeting;  and  as  there 
was  but. one  Constable  and  one  Selectman  chosen  at  the  March 
meeting,  living  in  Mendon,  Arnold  TaJt  the  Selectman  chosen, 
upon  a  petition,  directed  his  warrant  for  a  meeting  to  be  held 
Apri  17,  to  John  G.  Metcalf,  one  of  the  petitioners,  to  warn  the 
meeting. 
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The  meeting  was  held  at  Hai-rison  Hall  at  the  time  appoiutod 
and  Arnold  Taft,  Esq.,  wae  chosen  Moderator. 

Chose  Stephen  Taft,  Town  Olerk  and  Treasurer;  Arnold  Taffc, 
Willard  Chilson  and  Leonard  Taft,  Selectmen;  James  &rady. 
Constable;  Amariah  Taffc,  Collector,  and  to  be  paid  $14.00;  EeT. 
Linus  H.  Shaw,  Andrew  H.  Reed  and  Samuel  W.  Doggett, 
School  Committee.  S.  W.  Doggett  declining,  Chas.  0.  P.  Hast- 
ings was  chosen  in  his  stead,  and  June  14,  Rev.  Linus  H.  Shaw, 
having  removed  from  town,  John  G.  Metealf  was  chosen  to  fill 
the  vacancy. 

Voted  the  Selectmen  be  a  committee  to  make  all  necessai'y  set- 
tlements with  the  town  of  Blackatone,  resulting  from  the  divis- 
ion of  the  town. 

Voted  that  waiTants  for  town  meetings,  in  future,  be  posted  at 
the  Post  Office. 

April  31.     Voted  to  accept  the  following  list  of  Jurors,  viz: 

Moses  T.  Chapin,*  Jaeon  Staples,*  Abram  Staples.*  Stephen  Taft,* 
Tliomas  Taft,*  Pras.  E.  Wheelock,  *  Jesse  F.  Aldeman.  Otis  Thayer,*  Silas 
Dudley,  Nathan  George,*  Welcome  Staples,*  Ezra  Leland,*  Elijah  Dew- 
ing,* Olney  Cook,  Lewis  Stone,*  Scammell  Aldrich.*  Nathan  Hayward,* 
Alex'  H.  Allen,*  Andriia  Wheelock.* 

Chose  Charles  0.  P.  Hastings  as  agent  to  convey  the  real  es- 
tate of  the  town  (the  Poor  Farm)  when  sold. 

Voted  to  add  foiu-  more  persons  to  the  committee  (the  Select- 
men) chosen  at  the  last  meeting,  to  make  all  settlements  with  the 
town  of  Blaokstone. 

Chose  Amariah  Taft,  Joseph  Q.  Davenport,  Scammell  Aldrich 
and  Welcome  Staples  as  additional  members  of  the  committee. 

Voted  that  the  committee  be  insfcnicted  to  sell,  at  auction,  all 
the  property  directed  to  be  sold  by  the  act  incorporating  the 
town  of  Blaokstone,  to  the  highest  bidder,  on  or  before  the  third 
Monday  in  May  next  and  that  the  town  will  hold  them  harmless 
for  all  acts  done  in  good  faith. 

Chose  John  G.  MetcaU,  Jos.  Ot.  Davenport  and  Johnson  Legg 
as  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

The  committee  chosen  to  defend  the  petition  of  Joseph  Gr.  Da- 
venport and  others  for  a  division  of  the  town  before  the  Oom- 
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mittee  on  Towns  at  the  General  Court  miiclo  a  report  which  was 
read,  accepted  and  pat  on  file. 

The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Selectmen  were  then  read,  ac- 
cepted and  placed  on  file. 

The  report  of  the  School  Committee  was  read,  accepted  and 
placed  on  file. 

Voted  that  the  ^ent  to  sell  the  town's  real  estate  be  held  h:u'ni- 
less  for  all  acts,  in  relation  thereto,  done  in  good  faith. 

Voted  to  raise  $600  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  1600  for  the  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  1500  for  the  support  of  the  poor. 

Voted  to  raise  1500  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  that  the  Sui-veyors  of  Highways  be  a  committee  to  hound 
anew  the  Highway  Districts. 

Voted  that  the  Prudential  Committees  be  a  committee  to  bound 
anew  the  several  School  Districts. 

The  enrolled  militia  were  fonnd  to  be  303, 

June  14.  Voted  that  the  Assessors  be  directed  not  to  assess 
the  State  and  County  tax  and  that  the  town  will  hold  them 
harmless. 

Vo'ted  that  the  Town  Clerk  be  directed  to  notify  the  State  and 
County  Treasurers  of  the  foregoing  vote  and  tlie  reasons  given 
iy  the  meeting  for  passing  the  same. 

What  these  reasons  were  does  not  appear,  as  none  were  entered 
in  the  record  and  no  copy  of  the  Town  Clerk's  letter  was  pi'c- 
seiTed.  They  probably  had  reference  to  the  recent  division  of 
the  town. 

Voted  that  the  Town  Clerk  shall  open  all  future  town  meet- 
ings punctually  at  the  appointed  hour  named  in  the  warrant,  and 
tliat  the  Selectmen  shall  insei't  the  woi-d  "punctually"  before 
tlie  hour  named  in  their  waiTants. 

Voted  that  John  G.  Metcalf,  Stephen  Taft  and  Alexander  H. 
Allen  be  a  committee  to  examine  the  town  records,  and  transcribe 
or  cause  to  be  transcribed  such  of  said  records  as  they  shall  think 
best,  and  that  the  town  of  Blaekstone  be  invited  to  join  in  doing 
the  same. 

The  town  of  Blaekstone  declining  to  joinj  nothing  further  was 
done  in  the  matter.  Since  this  time  the  first  six  volumes  of  the 
records  have  been  substantially  rebound,  and  thus  their  preserva- 
tion has  been  assured. 
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Abram  Staples,  Leonard  Taft  and  Scammell  Aldrich  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  view  such  farms  as  may  be  offered  ior  a 
Poor  Fai-m  and  report  on  or  before  the  last  Saturday  in  Septem- 
ber next. 

Voted  that  town  meetings  be  wai'ned  in  future  by  posting  np 
copies  of  the  warrant  at  the  Post  Office  and  at  the  school  houses, 
except  in  District  Number  Two. 

Voted  that  the  committee  heretofore  chosen  to  sell  the  proper- 
ty of  the  town,  be  directed  to  sell  the  Training  Field  and  give  a 
waiTanty  deed  of  the  same. 

Sept,  6.  Charles  0.  P.  Hastings,  for  the  committee,  reported 
a  new  arrangement  of  the  School  Districts,  made  necessary  by 
the  division  of  the  town.  His  report  may  be  found  in  vol.  VII, 
p.  475. 

Voted  that  the  school  money  be  divided  as  follows,  viz:  Oue- 
tliiM  equally  among  the  districts  and  two-thirds  equally  among 
the  children  between  the  ages  of  three  and  twenty-one. 

Benjamin  Davenport  and  AVelcome  Staples  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee to  purchase  a  hearse  and  harness. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  tender  to  the  agents  chosen  to  de- 
fend the  petition  of  Joseph  G.  Davenport  and  others,  for  a  di- 
vision of  the  town  of  Mendon,  before  the  Committee  of  the 
Legislature  on  Towns,  ten  dollars  each,  for  attendancie  before 
said  committee  and  to  each  a  travelling  fee,  equal  to  a  Represen- 
tative's travel, to  and  from  Boston. 

These  terms  the  agents  did  not  accept,  and  finally  an  action 
was  brought  against  the  town,  and,  the  agents  recovered  the  full 
amount  of  their  claim,  with  costs. 

Town  lines  were  perambulated  with  Uxbridgo,  Blackstone, 
Bellingham,  Miiford,  Upton  and  Northbridge. 

By  the  terms  of  the  division  of  the  town,  Mendon  and  Black- 
stone  were  to  vote  together  for  a  choice  of  Representative  until 
1850. 

Blackstone,  Nov.  10.  This  day  the  voters  in  the  towns  of  Men- 
don and  Blackstone  met  at  the  Town  House  in  Blackstone,  for 
the  choice  of  a  Representative  to  the  General  Court,  at  10  o'clock 
A.  M.     The  result  of  the  ballot  was  as  follows,  viz: 

Rufus  Haywatd  of  Blackstone  had  168.  Alaason  S.  PreemBD  of  Men- 
don had  96.    Charles  L.  Hardiug  of  Blackstone  had  75.     All  others  had  6, 

There  being  no  choice,  the  meeting  was  dissolved. 
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Mendoii,  Nov.  10.  The  voters  of  Meudon  met  at  Harrison 
Hall,  to  vote  for  the  remaining  State  officers,  at  3  o'clock  P.  M., 
iiiicl  with  the  followiug  result,  viz: 

STATE    ELECTION. 


For  Governor,  Isaac  Davis  had  99  votes. 


Elected. 


George  N.  Briggs 
Samuel  E.  Sewell 
"  Lt.  Governor,        George  Savary 
"  "  John  Reed 

"  "  John  M.  Brewster 

Firr  S^noto™.— Democrats— Walter  A.  Bryaut  had  99  votes.  Adam  Har- 
rington had  99  votes.  PraociB  Howe  bad  99  votes.  Ivers  Phillips  had  99 
votes.  Orison  Underwood  had  99  votes.  Whig — John  G.  Thurston  had 
39  votes.  Joseph  Slone  had  39  votes.  Stephen  Salisbury  had  89  votes. 
Calvin  Waiard  had  S9  votes.    Jason  Goulding  had  39  votes. 

Thomas  W.  Ward,  Eodolphus  B.  Hubbard,  Joseph  Griggs,  Oilman  Jones 
and  Charles  Adams,  Jr. ,  (Anti-Slavery)  had  31  votes  each. 

Nov.  33.  Voted  that  any  person  chosen  by  the  town  as  Agent, 
Committee,  or  called  by  any  other  title,  (except  such  officers  as 
are  required  by  law  to  be  chosen  in  the  month  of  March),  shall 
be  paid  as  follows,  viz:  For  service  in  town,  four  cents  a  mile  for 
necessary  travel  each  way,  and  nothing  for  time.  For  service 
out  of  town,  not  to  exceed  one  dollar'  per  day,  and  five  cents  a 
mile  for  travel.  The  Selectmen  may  allow  indispensable,  neces- 
sary cash  espenses,  consisting  only  of  food  and  lodging  for  him- 
self, and  feed  and  stabling  for  his  horse;  and  furthermore,  all 
persons  serving  the  town  are  to  consider  themselves  bonnd  by 
the  above  vote,  the  same  as  though  it  was  a  contract  made  at 
the  time  of  their  election. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  allow  the  agents 
chosen  to  defend  the  petition  of  Joseph  G.  Davenport  and  others 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Legislature  on  Towns  a  reasonable 
compensation  for  all  necessary  expenses  incniTed  in  preparing 
evidence,  after  being  chosen  agents,  before  the  sitting  of  the 
Committee,  in  addition  to  the  former  vote  on  the  same  subject. 

Voted  to  pay  the  proprietors  of  HaiTison  Hall  the  sum  of  |20 
for  the  use  of  said  Hall  to  hold  town  meetings  in,  up  to  the  first 
Monday  in  March  nest,  inclusive. 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $54.09. 
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Nov.  34.     A  second  meeting  held  this  day  for  the  choice  of  a 
intative  to  the  General  Court,  resulted  as  follows,  viz: 


Rutiis  Hayward  had  181  votes.   Alanson  S.  Freeman  harl  94  v 
L.  Harding  had  33  votes.    All  others  had  37  votes. 
■  Hiif  lis  Hayward  was  elected  by  38  majority. 


1846.  Jan.  34.  Voted  to  accept  the  road  laid  out  by  the  Se- 
lectmen from  near  Verville  Taft's  .to  the  road  by  Nahor  Fletcher's 
hmtae,  south  of  Enos  T,  Albee's  shop. 

March  3.  Chose  Putman  W.  Taft  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer; 
Jjeonard  Taft,  Elijah  Dewing  and  Ezra  Leland  Selectmen;  Aaron 
C.  Cook,  Constable  and  Collector:  Rev.  Andrew  H.  E«ed,  John 
G.  Metealf  and  Rev,  George  M.  Rice,  ScJiool  Committee. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  appoint  a  sexton  and  establish  his 
compensation. 

The  votes  for  Comity  Treasurer  were,  for  Anthony  Chase,  73 
votes. 

The  votes  for  Register  of  Deeds  were:  H.  Wilder  77.  J.  S. 
0.  Knowlton,  1. 

The  Assessors  were  instructed  to  issue  warrants  of  distress  to 
tlie  Highway  Surveyors. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  shall  offei-  suitable  rewards  for  the 
detection  of  the  villains  who  ai'C  in  the  practice  of  breaking  glass, 
damaging  property,  mutilating  trees,  &c. 

March  30.  Amariah  Taft  was  chosen  an  agent  to  confer  with 
the  agent  of  the  Town  of  Blackstoue  upon  the  subject  of  the 
State  and  County  taxes. 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $5.67. 

April  6.  Voted  to  postpone  the  third  article  in  the  warrant 
of  March  30,  which  was  "To  see  what  measures  the  Town  will 
adopt  in  regard  to  the  memorial  of  the  Town  of  Blackstone  to 
tlie  Legislature  on  the  subject  of  the  division  of  the  surplus 
revenue." 

The  report  of  the  School  Committee  was  read,  and  after  a  dis- 
cussion of  its  merits  and  demerits,  two  hundred  copies  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  being  the  first  time  a  report  of  the  School 
Committee  was  printed. 
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Voted  to  raise  $1600  for  tlie  support  of  tho  poor  and  for  iiicii- 
dental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  1600  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  $500  for  the  repaii-a  of  highways  and  to  be  i>iiid 
in  labor  as  heretofore. 

The  number  of  the  enrolled  militia  wae  found  to  be  205. 

Aug.  34.  John  G-.  Metcalf,  Samuel  W.  Doggett,  Jesse  F. 
Alderman,  David  Davenport  and  Welcome  Staples  were  chosen 
a  committee  to  examine  farms  which  may  be  offered  for  a  Poor 
Farm. 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $9.31. 

Adjourned  to  the  fii-at  Monday  in  January  next,  (1847). 

Nov.  9.     Met  at  Harrison  Hall  pursuant  to  warrant. 

STATE  BLECTIOK. 
For  Governor,  laaac  Davis  (Dem.)      had  104  votes. 

Geo,  N.  Brigga  (W.)    "      4S     "     Elected. 
8.  G.  8ewall(A.  S.)     "      33      " 
"  Lt.  Governor,    George  Hood  "    104     " 

John  Reed  "      4S      " 

"  "  Jas.  M.  Brewster  "      23      " 

For  Senatm-s — Democrat — Otis  Adams  had  104  votes.  Francis  Howe  had 
104  votes.  Ivera  Phillips  hod  104  votes.  8eth  Hapgood  had  104  votes. 
Alfred  Bragg  liad  104  votes.  Whig— Stephen  Salisbury  Ijad  43  voi«s  Cal- 
vin Willard  had  43  votes.  Jason  Goulding  had  43  votes.  Nahum  F.  Bry- 
ant had  43  votes.    George  Denny  had  43  votes. 

James  G.  Carter,  R.  B.  Hubhard,  Joseph  Griggs,  Gilman  Jones  and 
Charles  Adams,  Jr.,  (Anti-Slavery)  had  23  votes  each. 

The  voters  of  Mendon  and  Blactstone  met  this  {Nov.  9)  at 
Harrison  Hall,  in  Mendon,  to  vote  for  Representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  and  voted  as  follows,  viz: 

Benjamin  Davenport  had  40  votes.  Joslali  Webster  had  77  votes.  Arnold 
Taft  had  56  voles.  Sunmer  Ballon  had  99  votes.  All  othera  had  16  votes. 
No  choice. 

For  Sej»vtienfatke  in  Gongr«««,  Fifth  Dktrict. — Walter  A.  Bryant  of  Barre 
had  104  votes.  Charles  Hudson  of  Westminster  had43  votes,  R.  B,  Hub- 
bard of  Worcester  had  33  votes, 

Charles  Hudson  (Whig)  was  elected  in  the. District, 

Nov.  33.     At  a  meeting  held  this  day  at  Harrison  Hall, 

Voted  not  to  choose  a  Representative  to  tbo  General  Court, 
and  then 

Voted  to  dissolve  the  meeting. 
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1847.  Jan.  4.  Tlie  committee  heretofore  chosen  to  examine 
farms  that  may  be  offered  for  a  Poor  Farm,  made  a  written  re- 
port, and  which,  being  accepted,  the  committee  was  discharged. 
As  the  report  was  iiot  recorded  nor  can  be  found,  its  contents 
are  not  known. 

Charles  C.  P.  Hastings,  Olney  Cook,  Silas  Dudley,  Henry 
Wheelock  and  Carlile  W.  Oapron  were  then  chosen  a  committee 
to  view  and  examine  any  farm  which  may  be  oflfered  for  a  Poor 
,  Parm,  and  report  at  the  annual  meeting, 

March  1.  This  committee- reported  that  no  farm  had  been 
offered  for  their  examination  for  the  above  purpose,  whereupon 

Voted  to  dissolve  the  meeting. 

Under  a  new  warrant  for  the  annnal  meeting, 

Putman  W.  Taft  was  chosen  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer; 
Leonard  Taft,  Abram  Staples  and  Welcome  Staples,  Selectmen; 
Aai'on  0.  Cook,  Constable;  Obed  P.  Thayer,  Collector,  and 
Andrew  H.  Reed,  Pntman  W.  Taft  and  Joseph  Thayer,  School 
Committee, 

Voted  to  raise  *800  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  1600  for  the  support  of  the  poor. 

Voted  to  raise  S600  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  1400  for  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges,  and  to  be 
assessed  sepai'ately,  in  money,  and  each  Highway  Surveyor  to 
di-aw  the  portion  assessed  in  his  district. 

Voted  to  discontinue  the  road  from  the  brick  house  (formerly 
the  school  house)  in  the  direction  of  Verville  Taft's  house. 

Alexander  H.  Allen,  Amariah  Taft  and  John  G.  Metcalf  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  ascertain  if  the  town  has  Miy  claim  upon 
the  mill  privilege  on  the  Alvin  Alien  place,  on  Mill  river. 

It  will  be  remembei-ed  that  Benjamin  Albee,  in  1664,  had 
granted  Kim  a  twenty  acre  honse  lot  and  fifty  acres  on  the  Mill 
Plain,  if  he  would  build  a  com  mill  for  the  use  of  the  town. 
The  "  Gome  mill "  was  built  and  improved  for  many  years,  but 
about  this  time,  the  mill  having  got  out  of  repair,  was  neglected 
and  soon  became  a  ruin.  Its  last  occupant  was  Alvin  Allen. 
Considering  the  lapse  of  time  since  the  town  had  taken  any 
action  in  the  matter,  it  was  deemed  that  the  interest  of  the  town 
would  liardly  warrant  any  extended  litigation  in  the  case. 

Anthony  Chase  had  85  votes  for  County  Treasurer, 

Taxes  were  foregone  to  the  amount  of  $25.20. 
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Voted  to  pass  over  the  tenth  ai'ticle  in  the  warrant  relating  to 
the  paying  tlie  Selectmen  and  others  their  ehai-ges  for  appem-ing 
before  the  Committee  on  Elections  of  the  Legislature,  in  the 
ease  of  Dan  Hill,  claiming  to  have  been  elected  a  Eepresentative 
from  this  town. 

At  the  November  meeting  in  1846,  the  meeting  being  held  in 
Mendon,  (as,  by  the  act  incorporating  Blackstone,  both  towns 
were  to  vote  together  for  Representative  to  the  General  Court 
until  1850,)  after  the  choice  of  a  Moderator,  a  motion  wae  made 
and  carried  to  dissolve  the  meeting.  Those  who  remained  chose 
a  new  Moderator,  reconsidered  the  vote  dissolving  the  meeting, 
and  voted  for  Dan  Hill,  Esq.,  as  a  Eepresentative  to  tlie  General 
Court.  A  hearing  was  had  before  the  Committee  on  Elections, 
and  upon  their  report  Mr,  Hill  was  denied  a  seat. 

The  dissolution  of  the  November  meeting,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed, must  be  regarded  as  rather  shai-p  practice,  as  hut  few  of 
the  voters  from  Blackstone  had  ai'rived.  By  a  previous  vote 
of  the  town  of  Mendon  the  Selectmen  had  been  insti'ucted 
to  insert  the  woi'd  "punctually"  before  the  hour  appointed  for 
town  meetings  in  their  waiTants,  and  the  Town  Clerk  was 
directed  to  call  the  meetings  to  order  "  punctually  "  at  the  hour 
named  in  the  wan-ant.  These  facts  were  sufficient  wan-ant  for 
opening  the  meetmg  punctually/,  but  proper  courtesy  woirld  have 
extended  the  time  for  taking  the  vote  for  dissolution. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting,  the  "Selectmen  and  others"  were 
allowed  J49,50  for  their  services  in  this  matter. 

April  5.        VOTES  for  county  commissioners. 

Chmmit^mra—'Kttth&mel  Wood,  D.,  had  40  votes.  Wm.  P.  Marble  had 
39  votes.  WaiTen  Humes  had  SS  votes.  Wm,  Crawford,  W.,  had  23 
votea.    Jerome  Clardner  had  31  votes.    Joseph  Bruce  had  21  votes. 

fecial  Gommisdoiiers — Gardner  Ruggles  had  43  votes.  Otis  Adams  had 
43  votes.    Stephen  Davis  had  18  votes.    Jaaon  Gouldiog  had  18  votes. 

All  others  had  4  votes. 

Obed  p.  Tliayer  was  excused  from  serving  as  Collector,  and 
PeiTy  Wood  was  chosen  in  his  place,  and  agi-eed  to  collect  the 
taxes  for  $39.00. 

Voted  that  the  Highway  Surveyors  render  their  accounts  to 
the  Selectmen  on  the  6rst  day  of  September,  and  that  the  Se- 
lectmen issue  no  orders  for  labor  on  the  roads  and  bridges  but 
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upon  eatisfautory  evidence  that  tlio  inouey  has  btseii  properly 
expended. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  authorized,  at  their  discretion, 
to  liberate  William  G,  Fry  from  jail,  for  the  non-payment  of  a 
poll  tax. 

Voted  that  the  Prudential  Committee  be  authorized  to  eon- 
tract  with  teachei-s  for  the  Public  Sehoola,  as,  without  this  vote, 
that  duty  was  to  be  performed  by  the  School  Committee. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  autboi-iaed  to  hire  sis  hundred 
dollare,  if  necessary,  at  5  per  cent. 

The  number  of  the  enrolled  militia  was  found  to  be  153. 

Sept.  14.     Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $18.45. 

Nov.  8.  STATE   ELECTION". 

For  Bepi-emntaUm  io  tlie  Oemral  Cb»w(— George  Rawaoa  liad  19  votes, 
James  P.  Haywai-d  had  35  votes.  William  Cook  had  70  votes.  Kev,  Benj. 
D.  Peck  had  156  votes.    All  others  had  17  votes. 

For  Governor,  Caleb  Cushiog  liad.  79  votes. 

George  N.  Briggs  had         38     ■'       Elected. 
Samuel  B.  Sewall  had  16      " 

For  Lt.  Governor,  Henry  W.  Cushman  had    80     " 
John  Reed  had  38     ' ' 

John  M.  Brewster  had       16     " 

Senators — Dera. — Otis  Adams  had  80  voles.  Francis  Howe  had  80  votes. 
Ivers  Phillips  had  89  votes.  Seth  Hapgood  had  80  votes.  Arnold  Taft 
had  75  votes.  Whig — NaUuni  F.  Bryant  had  28  votes.  George  Denny  had 
28  votes.  Alfred  B.  Poster  had  38  votes.  Alanson  Hamilton  had  38  votes. 
Jolm  Brooks  had  38  votes.  James,  G.  Carter,  Thomas  W",  Ward,  Cliai'les 
Adams,  Jr.,  GUman  Jones  and  Edward  B.  Bigelow,  Antt-Slauei-y,  had  16 
votes  each. 

This  meeting  was  held  at  the  Town  House,  in  Blaekstone. 

Attlie  same  time  Silas  Dudley  was  chosen  agent  to  defend  an 
iiiCtion  brought  by  Stephen  Torrey  against  the  town  for  the 
recovery  of  taxes  paid  by  liim. 

REV.    GEORGE   M,    RIOE,    THE   ELEVENTH   MINISTER, 

Rev.  George  M.  Riee  was  engaged  to  supply  the  pulpit,  and 
commenced  his  labors  April  30,  1845,  and  remained  until  July 
1,  1847. 


1848.     Mai'ch  6.     Chose  William  H.  Aldrich,  Town  Clerk; 
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Alesandei'  H.  Allen,  Stephen  Cook,  3nd,  and  Elijah  Dewing, 
Selectmen;  Jesse  F.  Alderman,  Treasurer  and  Cyllector,  imd 
Albert  Gardner,  Constable, 

Voted  to  accept  the  following  list  of  jurors  selected  by  the 
Selectmen,  yiz^ — 

David  Davenport.*  William  H.  Aldrich.  Perry  Wood.  David  W. 
Bennett.  Carlile  W.  Capvon.  Blijali  Dewing.*  Willard  Oliilson.*  Ar- 
nold Taft.*  Liiiua  B.  Staples.*  .Stephen Cook.  2d.  William T. Metcalf.* 
Seth  T.  Davenport.*  George  Eawaon.  Andrus  Wheelock.*  Alexander 
H.  Allen.*    Sumner  Ballou.    Alan  son.  S.  Freeman.*    Henry  Wheelock. 

Voted  to  pay  the  Treasurer  and  Constable  ten  dollars  ea«li  for 
their  services. 

Voted  to  purchase  a  farm  whereon  to  support  the  poor,  and 
Silas  Dudley,  Benj.  Davenport,  Welcome  Staples,  Charles  C.  P. 
Hastings,  Adam  Wheelock,  Alexander  H.  Allen,  Abram  Staples, 
Olney  Cook  and  John  S.  Gaekill  were  chosen  a  committee  for 
that  purpose,  and  to  report  at  an   adjourned  meeting. 

For  County  Treasurer,  (the  poll  haying  been  previously 
opened,)  it  was  found  that  Anthony  Chase  had  all  the  votes, 
sixty-three  in  number. 

The  usaal  vote  that  Prudential  Committees  may  contract  with 
teachers  was  then  passed. 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  130.79. 

April  3.  Chose  Andrew  H.  Keed,  John  G.  Metcalf  and  Put- 
man  W.  Taft,  School  Committee. 

Voted  that  tlie  Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  he  paid 
six  dollars  a  yeai'  for  their  services. 

Elias  Alexander  was  chosen  Collector  and  to  be  paid  ^22. 50  for 
his  services. 

Voted  to  raise  1400  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  $600  for  the  support  of  the  Public  Schools. 

Voted  to  raise  1500  for  the  support  of  the  poor. 

Voted  to  raise  1600  for  the  snpport  of  highways  and  bridges, 
and  that  the  same  be  assessed  by  itself. 

The  committee  of  nine  chosen  at  the  last  meeting  making  no 
report,  it  was  moved  to  choose  another  committee  to  purchase 
a  Poor  Fai'm,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  procure  a  place  in  which  to  hold  the 
town  meetings. 
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The  enrolled  militia  were  found  to  imniljor  178,  Ijftweoii  tliG 
agea  of  18  and  45. 

Nov.  7.  PEESIDETTTIAL    ELECTION. 

meeiorsatZai-ffe.— Levi  hinoolniW.),  18.  Samuel  Hoar  (A.  8.),  80.   Clias. 
G.  Greene  (D.),  03.    Edmund  Dwiglit  (W.),  13.    Williain  Jiickson  (A.  S.}, 
Henry  H.  Cliilds  (D.),  »; 


District  No.  1- 

Albert  Fearing.  W 

Joseph  Wlliard,  A.  S.   . . 

James  Cheever,  D 

District  No..  S— 

David  Pingree,  W 

Joliii  B.  Alley,  A.  S  . .  . . 

Ebenezer  H.  Stacy,  D 

District  No.  3— 

Daniel  Adams,  W 

Jolin  G.  Whittier,  A.  8... 

Edwin  Lawrence,  D 

District  No.  4 — 

Isaac  Livermore,  W 

Nathan  Brooks,  A.  8 

TimotJiy  Fletcher,  D 

District  No.  5 — 

Ben).  F.  Thomas,  W 

Alexander  DeWitt,  A.  S 

John  S.  0.  Knowlton,  D. 

Nov.  13.     Bitlhtfor  a  Bepr. 
drichhadl37. 
Richard  Batty  had 


District  No.  6— 
Myron  Lawrence,  W . . . 

James  Fowler,  A.  S 

Joseph  Smith,  D 

Distiict  No.  7~ 

Asa  Howland,  W 

Tliomas  Robinson,  A.  6 
Samuel  Gates,  D 


.80 


District  No,  8— 

Henry  A.  S.  Dearborn.  W 13 

Benj.  V.  French,  A,  8 80 

William  Ellis,  D 93 

District  No.  9— 

William  Baylies,  W 13 

Philo  Leach.  A,  S 80 

Foster  Hooper,  D 93 

District  No.  10— 

William  E.  Eaaten,  W 18 

Isaac  C,  Taber,  A.  8 80 

James  D.  Thompson,  D 92 

the  Gemixil  Gourt. — Henry  A,  Al- 
Freeman  liad  85,    James  P.  Hay  ward  had  114. 
All  others  5,  and  there  was  no  choice. 


FOB   GOVERNOR   AND    SENATOHS, 

For  Governor,        Caleb  Cushing,  D.,  Iiad  78  votes. 

Stephen  C.  Phillips,  A.  S.,  had  04      " 
George  N,  Briggs,  W.,  had  31      "       Elected. 

For  Lt.  Governor,  Henry  W.  Oushman,  D. ,  had       78 

JohnMm8,A,  8,,)iad  64      " 

John  Reed,  W.,  had  31      " 

Mr  Seiiffltors,— Democrat— Otis  Adams  had  78  votes.  Francis  Howe  had 
78  votes.  Seth  Hapgood  had  78  votes.  Ivers  Phillips  had  78  votes,  John 
Ersklne  had  78  votes.  Anti-Slavery — Alexander  DeWitt  had  64  votes. 
Moses  Wood  had  04  votes.  Cyi'us  Gale  had  64  votes.  Edward  B.  Bigelow  had 
64  voles.  Amasa  Walker  had  04  votes,  Whig-rJohnBrooIcsliadSl  votes. 
Alexander  H.  Bullock  liad  31  votes.  Eben'  D,  Ammidown  had  31  votes, 
Paul  Whitin  had  31  votes.    Ebenezer  Torrey  had  31  votes. 
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Ibr  Bepresentatm  to  Gongrea. — Isaac  DaviH,  D,,  liad  T6.  Charles  Allen, 
A.  S.,  liad  67.    Charles  Hudson,  W.,  liad  19. 

Nov.  37.  Second  TtM  for  a  Bepreaenkttive  to  the  General  Cowi-t.—Bem-y 
A.  Aldricli  317.  Oalvin  Barber,  Jr.,  31.  Samuel  V.  Stone  345,  A.  8. 
Freeman  16.    All  others  had  38,  and  there  was  no  choice. 

It  will  be  lemembered  that  the  Constitution  provides  for  the 
election  of  the  members  of  the  General  Court  to  be  made  on  the 
Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  November;  or  should  no  one 
be  elected  on  that  day,  another  meeting  may  be  held  on  the  fourth 
Monday  of  the  same  month.  Failing  of  any  choice  on  the  last 
mentioned  day,  the  towns  of  Mendon  and  Bluckstone  were  not 
represented  in  the  Legislature  of  1849. 

Dec.  9.  Voted,  that  the  Treaeurer  take  possession  of  all  pro- 
perty (mortgaged)  within  thirty  days  after  the  annual  interest 
has  become  due. 

Voted  that  Nathan  George  and  Benjamin  Davenport  he  added 
to  the  committee  having  in  charge  the  settlement  between  the 
towns  of  Mendon  and  Blackstone  (growing  out  of  the  division 
of  the  town). 

Voted  that  the  committee  be  directed  to  notify  the  town  of 
Blackstone,  or  their  agents,  to  meet  them  at  some  stated  time 
and  place,  and  if  they  refuse,  to  commence  a  suit  forthwith, 
and  that  the  committee  be  authorized  to  take  legal  counsel. 

Jesse  F.  Alderman,  Benjamin  Davenport  and  Henry  A.  Al- 
drich  were  chosen  a  committee  to  consult  with  the  Pi-oprietor  of 
Han-ison  HaU  in  regard  to  its  purchase  by  the  town,  and  to  re- 
port what  repairs  may  be  necessary. 

The  State  having  furnished  the  town  with  a  new  set  of  Stan- 
dard Weights  and  Measures,  the  Treasurer  was  directed  to  sell 
the  old  Weights  and  Measures  at  the  next  town  meeting. 


1849.  Jan.  1.  Voted  that  Arnold  Taft,  Esq.,  be  added  to  the 
committee  already  chosen  to  consult  in  regard  to  the  purchase 
of  Harrison  Hall  for  a  Town  House. 

Voted  that  this  committee,  if  they  do  not  succeed  in  their 
negotiations  with  the  Proprietors  of  said  Hall,  shall  request  the 
Selectmen  to  insert  an  article  in  their  next  wan'ant  for  a  town 
meeting,  to  see  if  the  town  will  purchase  a  site  and  erect  a  Town 
House  thereon. 
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There  having  been  no  election  for  a  Representative  to  Oongi-ess 
from  this  district  (Fifth),  another  trial  was  had  this  day,  aiid 
with  the  following  result,  viz: 

Isaw  Davis  (Dem.)  had  39  votes.  Charles  Alien,  (A.  S.)  had  «  votes, 
Charles  Hudson  had  11  votes. 

March  5.  Chose  William  H.  Aldrieh  Town  Clerk;  Amariah 
Taft,  Jesse  F.  Alderman  and  Henry  Wheelock,  Selectmen;  Jesse 
F.  Alderman,  Treasurer;  George  Staples,  Constable,  and  Ama- 
riah Taft,  Collector,  and  to  have  130.50  for  that  service. 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $20.18. 

Voted  that  the  sum  of  1500  be  raised  and  worked  ont  on  the 
Highways  as  formerly,  and  that  *200  be  raised  and  paid  in  money, 
to  be  laid  out  under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  without  re- 
gard to  district  limits. 

Voted  to  raise  UOO  for  incidental  expenses,  the  ensuing  year. 

Voted  to  raise  $750  for  the  support  of  the  poor. 

Voted  to  raise  *800  for  the  support  of  the  Public  Schools. 

Voted  to  tate  up  the  seventh  article  of  the  warrant  relating  to 
Dogs. 

At  a  town  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
holden  at  Han-ison  Hall,  March  5,  1849,  it  was 

Voted  that  all  persons  keeping  one  or  more  dogs  in  the  town 
of  Mendon  shall  on  or  before  March  15,  1849,  have  all  such  dogs 
securely  muzzled  with  good,  substantial  wire  muzzles  over  the 
mouth,  with  a  strap  or  collar  about  the  neck,  with  the  owner's 
name  plainly  written  or  engraved  thereon;  and  for  the  privilege 
of  keeping  dogs  so  muzzled,  for  a  term  of  one  yeai-  from  said 
fifteenth  day  of  March,  shall  on  or  before  the  time  fixed  as  afore- 
said, pay  the  sum  of  two  dollai-s  to  the  Treasurer  of  said  town; 
and  all  dogs  found  running  at  large,  off  the  premises  of  the 
owners  thereof^  after  the  said  fifteenth  of  March,  without  being 
muzzled  ae  aforesaid,  may  be  lawfully  killed. 

Voted  that  the  Town  Clerk  be  directed  to  do  whatever  may  be 
required  to  be  done  in  order  to  establish  the  above  as  one  of  the 
Bye-Laws  of  the  town. 

Attest:   William  H.  Aldhich,  Town  Clerk. 

Worcester  ss:  March  7,  1849. 

Approved.     Thos.  Hopkinson,  Judge  0.  C.  Picas. 

A  copy. 

Attest:    Charles  W.  Hartshorn,  Clerk.   ■ 
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April  3,  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  he  authorized  to  purchase 
63  shares  of  Han'ison  Hall,  with  a  quit  claim  deed  from  Silas 
Dudley  of  the  site  upon  which  the  School  House  in  the  Second 
School  District  stands,  the  Hall  being  the  second  story  of  said 
house,  and  that  they  purchase  the  remaining  5  shares  at  a  price 
not  to  exceed  15  per  shai'e. 

Alexander  H.  Bead,  John  G,  Metcalf  and  Putinan  W.  Taft 
were  chosen  School  Committee. 

Voted  that  tlie  Collector  be  instructed  to  complete  the  collec- 
tion of  the  taxes  for  the  present  year,  previous  to  the  31st  day 
of  December. 

George  Rawson  was  chosen  Sexton  for  the  ensiling  year. 

April  18.  Voted  that  the  town  purchase  a  Fire  Engine  with 
a  5-inch  cylinder,  together  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  hose  and 
fire  apparatus  for  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  town.  Yeas  84. 
Nays  65. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1000  for  the  pui-pose  of  pur- 
chasing the  Eugine  which  the  town  have  voted  to  procure. 

Voted  that  the  town  purchase  a  site  for  and  erect  an  Engine 
House  30  feet  long  by  20  feet  wide  and  two  stories  high,  or  pur- 
chase some  suitable  buifdingfor  the  safe  keeping  of  said  Engine. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $700  for  the  pui-pose  of  pur- 
chasing a  site  and  erecting  an  Engine  House;  or  for  purchasing 
some  suitable  building  for  that  purjiose. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  hire,  upon  the  credit 
of  the  town,  the  sum  of  J700,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  an 
Engine  House  or  purchasing  a  suitable  building  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Voted  a  committee  of  three  he  chosen,  by  Ijallot,  to  purchase 
the  eugine,  hose  and  other  apparatus. 

Chose  John  G.  Metcalf,  Joseph  G.  Davenport  and  Wiliiam  H. 
Comstock  as  the  committee. 

A  Building  Committee  was  then  chosen,  cousistiug  of  Benja- 
min Davenport,  Nathan  George  and  William  T.  Metcalf. 

At  an  adjournment  of  the  March  meeting  the  town  chose 
Prudential  Committees  as  follows,  viz: 

District  No.  1,  Seth  T.  Davenport.  District  No,  2,  A.  H,  Alfen.  Dis- 
trict No.  3,  Daniel  Thurber.  District  No.  4,  Nathan  Hajn^vard.  District 
No.  5,  Saml.  P,  Hayward.  District  No.  6,  Henry  WJieelock.  District  No. 
7,  Arnold  Taft. 
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April  38.  Voted  not  to  heai-  tte  Report  of  the  Oomnutttie 
ehoaen  at  the  last  meeting  to  purchase  a  Fire  Engine. 

It  was  then  voted  to  reconsider  and  rescind  all  the  votes  passed 
at  the  last  meeting  relative  to  the  pnrcliase  of  a  Fire  Engine  and 
the  erection  of  an  Engine  Hoaee. 

Then  voted  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
seventh  ai-ticle  in  the  wai-rant,  which  was  "To  see  if  the  town 
would  raise  and  appropriate  $500  towai-ds  purchasing  an  Engine, 
provided  the  balance  be  raised  by  subsci-iption. " 
■  In  the  meantime  the  committee  had  purchased  an  engine  of 
Hunneman  &  Co.,  Boston,  and  so  another  meeting  was  called  and 
an  effort  made  to  raise  the  money,  but  with  no  better  success. 

Hunneman  &  Oo.  now  commenced  a  suit  against  the  town, 
and  the  town,  Sept.  13,  voted  to  instrnct  the  Treasurer  to  take 
the  advice  of  counsel,  and  if  it  should  be  found  the  proceedings 
of  the  committee  were  legal,  then  to  consult  Hunneman  &  Oo. 
and  learn  upon  what  terms  they  will  take  back  the  Engine. 

Hunneman  &  Co.  refused  to  negotiate  with  the  1'reasurer, 
and 

Sept.  31.  The  town  directed  the  Selectmen  to  settle  with 
them,  and  dispose  of  the  engine. 

The  engine  was  sold  to  the  town  of  Milford  at  a  loss  to  the 
town  of  Mendon  of  about  HhO. 

Nov,  12.  BepTeaerttaUw  to  tlie  &ejiend  (&«)■(— Em  oiy  Scott  D  46 
James  P.  Hayward,  W.,  88.  Millins  Taft.  S3.  Dan  A.  Comstock,  64"'  AU 
others  4. 

There  was  no  choice  and  the  meeting  was  dissolved. 

STATE   ELECTION. 

For  Govei'Doi-,  George  8.  Boutwell,  D„  09. 

Stephen  0.  Phillips.  P.  8.,       35. 
George  N.  Briggs,  W.,  34.     Elected. 

Samuel  E.  Sewall,  F,  S.,  1, 

For  Lt,  Governor,    Henty  W.  Cushman,  D.,  90. 

John  Mills,  F.  S.,  3G. 

John  Reed,  W.,  33. 

Elihu  Burritt,  F.  S.,  1 

For  S^««fo,.,_Free  Soil-Pliny  Merriclt,  124.  Alexander  DeWitt  138 
Edward  B.  Bigelow,  138,  John  Raymond,  134.  Amasa  Walker,  12s' 
Whig-Alexander  H,  Bullock,  34.  Paul  Whitin,  34.  Bbenezer  Torrev 
24.    Joseph  White.  34.    George  Davis,  3i  , 
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Walter  A.  Bi-yaot,  Ivers  Phillips,  Johtt  Ecskine,  Horace  Armsby  and 
Cephas  Haughten,  Dem.,  1  each.    All  others  had  3  votes. 

EEV,    CEO.    G,    CHANNING,    THE    TWELFTH    MINIBTEK. 

Rev.  G-eorge  G.  Channing,  brother  of  Eev.  William  Ellery 
Channing,  began  a  supply  in  October,  1847,  and  concluded  his 
labors  Dec.  1,  1849. 


1850.  March  4th.  Chose  William  H.  Aldrich,  Town  Clerk; 
Alexander  H.  Allen,  Thomas  Taft  and  Olnej  Cook  were  chosen 
Selectmen;  Jesse  F.  Alderman,  Treasurer;  George  Staples,  Con- 
stable, and  Aai'on  C.  Cook,  Collector,  at  t24.00. 

Anthony  Chase  had  73  votes  for  Connty  Treasurer,  and  was 
the  only  person  voted  for. 

The  Selectmen  were  to  act  as  Overeeers  of  the  Poor  and  to 
have  two  dollai-s  each  for  their  services  in  addition  to  their 
salaries  as  Selectmen. 

Eev.  Charles  C.  Chamberlain,  Stephen  Taft  and  Rev.  A,  11, 
Keed  were  chosen  School  Committee. 

Voted  that  the  Treasnrer  pay  out  of  the  Seventh  School  Dis- 
trict's proportion  of  school  money,  for  the  time  being,  any  bill 
made  and  certified  by  the  Prudential  Committee  of  the  Chestnut 
Hill  School  District,  in  the  town  of  Blaekstone,  and  approved 
by  the  Prudential  Committee  of  the  Seventh  School  District,  in 
MendoQ,  for  the  schooling  actually  received  by  any  acholai-  living 
in  the  houses  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Audi-e  and  George 
Sonthwick,  Reuben  Taft  and  Thompson  Taft,  provided  it  does 
not  exceed  the  amount  drawn  by  each  scholar  in  said  Seventh 
District. 

Voted  that  hereafter  Han-ison  Hall,  (now  the  property  of  the 
town)  shall  be  known  as  the  Town  Hall. 

April  1.  The  reports  of  the  committee  to  effect  a  settlement 
with  the  town  of  Blaekstone,  (growing  out  of  matters  coniiected 
with  the  division  of  the  town),  the  Selectmen,  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  School  Committee  and  the  Town  Treasurer  were  then 
read,  accepted  and  placed  on  file  in  the  Town  Clerk's  office. 

Voted  to  raise  *500  for  the  support  of  the  poor. 

Voted  to  raise  $800  for  the  support  of  schools. 
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Voted  to  raise  «500  for  the  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  *400  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  appoint  one  of 
their  own  niimher  or  any  other  person  as  a  Janitor  for  the  Town 
Hall. 

Voted  that  he  (the  janitor)  open  the  Town  Hall  free  for 
lectures  on  al!  Political,  Literary,  Scientific  and  Philanthropic 
suhjecte,  always  excepting  heating,  lighting  and  cleaning  of  the 
Hall. 

Voted  that  the  Hall  be  open  for  cotillion  parties  and  shows 
and  exhibitions,  not  having  things  immoral  in  their  tendency, 
for  a  reasonable  consideration. 

Voted  that  when  any  person  or  persons  apply  for  the  use  of 
said  Hall,  his  or  their  authority  for  occupying  the  same  shall  be 
a  certificate  from  the  Janitor,  stating  for  what  purpose,  when 
and  how  long  it  shall  be  occupied, 

OhoimofCmnty  Commmioti^re— Otis  Adams,  D..  of  Grafton,  had  83 
votes.  BoaumNye,  D..  of  North  Brooktield,  had S8  vot«s.  Asaph  Wood, 
D.,  of  Gardner,  had  63  votes.  David  Davenport,  W,,  of  Mendon,  had  U 
voles.  Jerome  Gardner,  W.,  of  Hiirvard,  had  21  votes.  Joseph'  Bruce 
W.,  of  Grafton,  had  31  votes. 

Speeiai  Goimmsmners—StsphexL  Davis,  W  ,  of  Oxford,  had  31  votes. 
Jasou  Gouiding,  W,,  of  Phillipst<)ti,  had  31  votes.  E,  H.  Hemenway,  D., 
of  Worcester,  had  62  votes.     Thomas  Billings,  D.,  of  Lunenburg,  had  63 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $38.37. 

April  9.  Voted  to  accept  the  list  of  jurors  as  reported  by  the 
Selectmen,  as  follows,  viz: — 

HenryA-Aldrich.  LeonardTaft.*  Royal M.  Wheelock, ••  Aadre  South ■ 
wick.  Stephen  Taft,*  Jason  Staples.*  Elijah  Dewing.*  DavidDaven- 
,  port.*  Stephen  Cook,  3d.  Welcome  Staples.-*  WillardOhiison.*  Peny 
Wood.  William  T.  Meteaif.*  Jesse  F,  Alderman.  Silas  Dudley.  Geo. 
Rawson.    Laban  Bates.*    Samuel  G.  Wilcox.    Aaron  0.  Cook.* 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  14.11. 

April  39.  Voted  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  second  ai-ticle  in 
the  warrant,  which  was  "  to  see  if  the  town  would  accept  a  road 
laid  out  by  the  Selectmen  fi-om  the  8.  W.  corner  of  William  H. 
Comstock's  land  (now  tlie  land  of  Mary  D.  Bartlett.)  to  the  road 
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opposite  the  house  of  Benj.  Davenport  (now  of  Giistaviis  B. 
Williams)," 

This  road  was  afterward  laid  oat  aud  ruade  by  the  order  of 
the  Oounty  Commissioners. 

Voted  that  the  Treaeurer  be  iiisfci'vicfced  to  loan  any  monies  in 
his  hands  belonging  to  the  "Surplus  Revenue"  on  satisfactory 
security. 

May  30,  The  number  of  the  enrolled  militia,  over  18  and 
under  45  years  of  age,  was  found  to  be  245. 

June  11.  Voted  to  accept  an  alteration,  made  by  the  Select- 
men, in  the  road  near  the  house  of  Arnold  and  Stephen  Taft. 

July  4.  William  H.  Aldi-ich,  the  Town  Clerk,  being  absent 
from  town,  John  George  Metcalf  was  appointed  by  the  Select- 
men Clerk  pro  tempore,  during  the  absence  of  said  Aldrich. 

August  3.  William  H.  Aldrich  having  resigned  his  office  as 
Town  Clerk,  John  Geotge  Metcalf  was  appointed  by  the  Select- 
men Clerk  pro  tempore,  until  a  new  election  shall  be  made  by 
the  town  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

August  31.  At  a  town  meeting  held  this  day;  Putman  W, 
Taft  wa8  chosen  Town  Clerk,  to  iill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  William  H.  Aldrich. 

Nov.  11. 
For  Go  vera  u 


STATE   ELECTION. 


George  S.  BoutweU,  D.,  Lad         90  votes, 

George  N,  Brigga,  W.,  Imd  S 

Stephen  C.  PhiUlpe,  F.  8„  had    < 

Francis  Cogswell,  F.  8.,  had 

For  Lt.  Governor,  Henry  ff.  Cushman  had  ! 

John  Reed  had  i 

Amasa  Walker  had  '■. 

Fm-  Senat07-8.^T>.  &  F.  S.— Alexander  DeWitt  Lad  149  votes.    Edwavd 

B.  Bigelow  liad  149  votes.    Moses  Wood  had  143  votes.    Francis  Howe 

had  148  votes.     Giles  H.  Whitney  Lad  143  votes.     Emory  Washburn  had 

38  votes.    Joseph  White  liad  38  votes.    George  Davis  had  28  votes.    A.  G. 

Hill  had  as  votes,    Francis  Deane  had  38  votes. 

F(>r  a,  BepreeeiiiaUtie  to  Congress,  Fifl/i  District. — Ira  M.  Barton  liad  38 
votes,    Charles  Allen  had  56  votes.    John  3.  C.  Knowlton  had  96  votes, 

FOR  REPRESENTATIVE   TO   THE   GENERAL  COURT, 

Fm-at  Ballot.— WvwxiAis  E.  Wheelock,  D. ,  had  65  votes ;  Stephen  Taft,  D. , 
had  54  votes.  Scam mell  Aldrich,  W.,  had  33  votes.  All  oHiershad7.  No 
choice. 


dbjGoogle 


iOOl.J  ANNALS  OF  MENDON.  611 

Second  Baffioi— Francis  E.  Wheelock  had  68  votes.  Stephen  Taft  had  42 
votes.     Scammell  Aldrich  had  19  votes.     All  othera  had  10.    No  choice. 

Third  Balht—'Wrsncis  B.  Wheelock  Lad  70  votes.  Stephen  Taft  had  31 
votes.  ScaminellAldrichhad21  votes.  Six  others  liad  8  votes,  and  Francis 
E.  Wheelock  was  elected. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  furnish  the  Town  Hid! 
with  suitable  seats  and  apparatus  for  heating  and  lighting,  at  an 
not  to  exceed  $135.00. 


EBV.  WILLIAM  H.  KINSLEY,  THE   THIRTEENTH   MINISTER.  ' 

Mr.  Kinsley  sncceeded  Mr.  Channing,  and  was  installed  in  the 
pastoral  office  in  June,  1850,  the  Rev.  E.  S.  Gannett,  D.  D., 
preaching  the  installation  sermon.  Mr.  Kinsley  continued  to 
supply  the  pulpit  until  his  death,  Sept.  7,  1851.  He  died  of 
Bright's  disease. 


1851.  When  the  Legiskture  met,  iu  January,  it  was  fonnd 
that  no  election  of  Governor  had  been  made  by  the  people,  and 
that  the  Democrats  and  Free  Soilers  had  a  majority  in  the  Leg- 
islature. It  was  soon  understood  that  Mr.  Boutwell  should  be 
made  Governor  and  that  Charles  Sumner  should  be  elected  to 
the  United  States  Senate.  The  first  part  of  the  programme  was 
immediately  carried  out,  and  Mr.  Boutwell  was  duly  inaugurated 
as  Governor;  but  the  election  of  Mr.  Sumner  was  only  accom- 
plished after  many  repeated  ballotings,  continued  far  into  the 
session.  Mr.  Wheelock,  the  Representative  from  Mendon,  (Black- 
stone,  by  the  act  of  its  incorporation,  this  year  choosing  a  Rep- 
resentative of  its  own)  remained  faithful  to  the  coalition,  voting 
for  Mr.  Sumner  at  every  ballot. 

Jan.  20.  No  election  of  a  member  of  Congress  for  the  Fifth 
District  having  been  effected  at  tlie  November  election,  a  meet- 
ing was  held  this  day  for  another  trial  and  ivith  the  following 
result,  viz: 

John  S,   C.  Knowlton,  Dem.,  had  51   votes.     Charles  Allen,  F.  S     had 
.    30  votes.,  Ira  M.  Barton,  W.,  had  8  votes. 

Voted  that  an  appropriatiou  of  130  be  made  in  addition  to  the 

$125.00  voted  at  the  last  meeting  for  furnishing  the  Town  Hall. 

Voted  that  any  citizen  of  the  town  may  have  the  use  of  the 
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Town  Hall  free  of  any  charge,  except  the  expense  of  wai-ming, 
lighting  and  cleaning  the  same,  for  all  purposes  not  prejudicial 
to  the  public  morals,  except  for  halls,  dancing  parties  and  other 
amusements,  recreations  and  exhibitions  where  an  admission  fee 
is  demanded,  provided  also  that  no  Religious  Society  shall  now 
or  hereafter,  by  yirtue  of  this  vote,  be  allowed  the  frm  use  of 
the  Town  Hall  for  weekly,  public  religious  worship. 

Voted  that  the  Town  Hall  shall  hereafter  be  lighted,  warmed 
and  cleaned  by  the  town,  and  that  no  one  entitled  to  the  free 
use  of  the  Hall  shall  be  allowed  to  furnish  his  own  materials  for 
lighting  and  warming,  but  shall  pay  the  janitor  for  the  same. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  forthwith  provide  a  place  for  storing 
the  fuel. 

To  do  this  the  staii-s  were  i;emoved  to  the  outside  of  the  bu  ild- 
ing,  and  their  place  inside  utilized  for  a  wood  room, 

March  3.  Chose  Samuel  Thayer,  Jr.,  Town  Clert;  Alexander 
H.  Allen,  Willard  Chilson  and  George  Staples,  Selectmen;  Jesse 
F,  Alderman,  Treasurer;  George  Staples,  Constable  and  Collec- 
tor, appointed  by  the  Selectmen,  (Benj,  D.  Williams,  chosen  at 
the  meeting  in  April,  declining  to  serve),  and  Eev.  William  H. 
Kinsley,  A.  H.  Reed  and  John  G.  Metcalf  were  chosen  School 
Committee. 

Voted  that  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  be  paid  16.00  each  for 
their  services. 

Voted  to  raise  8600  for  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  $150  to  be  assessed  in  money,  and  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  upon  the  highways,  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  July. 

Voted  to  raise  1600  for  the  support  and  care  of  the  poor. 

Voted  to  raise  tSOO  for  the  support  of  the  Pnblip  Schools. 

Vote  for  Goun^  li-eaewrer — Anthony  Chase  had  all  the  votes,  97  in  num- 

Votefor  Begintm-  of  DmZs— Alexander  H.  Wilder  liad  all  the  votes,  93  in 
number, 

Nathan  George,  David  Davenport  and  Alexander  H.  Allen 
were  chosen  a  committee  to  report  Bye-Laws  for  the  protection 
of  the  property  of  the  town,  and  report  at  a  future  meeting. 

Voted  to  accept  and  put  on  file  the  Report  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, and  on  account  of  it  being  nearly  illegible,  voted  to  re- 
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commit  such  portions  as  regards  the  statistics  of  the  town  as 
would  answer  the  law. 

Taxes  due  from  Eufus  Coffee  and  thirteen  others  foregone. 
No  record  of  the  tax  against  each  or  of  the  amount. 

Voted  to  discontinne  so  much  of  the  Quaker  Lane  (eo-caJled) 
as  lies  between  the  southwest  corner  of  the  burying  ground  and 
the  road  leading  from  the  house  of  Amai-iah  Taft  (now  Austin 
A.  Taft)  to  the  road  by  Benj.  D.  Williams'  house. 

Mo  choice  of  a  member  of  Oongi'ess  for  the  Fifth  District  hav- 
ing been  effected  at  the  last  trial,  another  attempt  was  made  this 
day,  and 

John  S.  C.  Knowlton  had  66  votes.  Charles  Allen  had  48  votes.  Ira 
M.  Barton  liad  8  voles. 

Voted  that  Amai'iah  Taft  and  Jesse  F.  Alderman  be  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  make  a  complete  and  final  settlement 
with  the  town  of  Blackstone  of  all  unadjusted  matters  growing 
out  of  the  recent  division  of  the  town  of  Mendon,  upon  such 
terms  as  shall  appear  to  them  just  aiid  reasonable,  and  that  they 
be  instructed  to  forthmfch  notify  the  Selectmen  of  Blackstone 
of  their  appointment,  and  of  their  readiness  to  meet  any  officer, 
boards  of  officers,  committee,  agent  or  agents,  that  said  town  of 
Blackstone  shall  clothe  with  adequate  power  and  authority  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid.  And  that  they  be  further  instructed,  in 
case  of  failure  to  make  a  settlement  as  aforesaid,  to  notify  the 
Selectmen  of  Mendon  in  sufficient  season  to  assemble  the  town 
for  the  choice  of  any  committee  or  agent  that  may  he  neeessaiy 
to  defend  the  town  against  any  suit  the  town  of  Blackstone  has 
commenced  Or  may  commence  for  the  recovery  of  any  money 
alleged  by  said  town  to  be  due  fi'om  the  town  of  Mendon. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  pay  the  hills  for 
schooling  in  future,  instead  of  the  Treasurer. 

April  30.  Voted  to  discontinue  the  road  from  the  house  of 
Scammell  Aldricb,  (now  Wan-en  Bsty,)  over  the  hill  commonly 
called  Caleb's  Hill. 

Voted  to  raise  1500  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  discontinue  the  road  from  the  house  of  S.  T,  Daven- 
port to  Milford  line. 

Voted  that  Alexander  H.  Alien  bo  added  to  the  committee  to 
settle  with  the  town  of  Blackstone. 
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Voted  to  accept  the  resignation  ol  Amai'iiili  Taft  as  a  member 
of  the  ahove  committee. 

May  26.  By  the  return  of  the  Assessors  the  enrolled  inihtia 
were  found  to  be  303  in  number. 

June  7.     Voted  to  discontinue  the  Eight  Rod  Road,  so  called. 

Heniy  A.  AMi-ich,  Alexander  H.  Allen,  George  Staples  and 
Lysander  Grow  were  added  to  the  committee  heretofore  chosen, 
to  paint  and  repair  the  Town  Hall. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  tl60  to  paint  and  repair  the 
Town  HaU. 

AiTgust  %1.  Voted  to  instruct  the  Selectmen  to  procure  a 
fire-proof  safe  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  records. 

Voted  to  discontinue  the  road  from  near  tho  house  of  Joseph 
Cnmmings.to  Milford  line. 

Oct.  4.  Voted  to  reconsider  a  vote  passed  April  30th,  discon- 
tinuing the  road  fi'om  the;  house  of  Seth  T.  Davenport  to 
Milford  line,  and  that  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  repair 
said  road. 

Voted  to  raise  an  additional  sum  of  $30  to  paint  and  repair 
the  Town  Hail,  should  the  sum  already  appropriated  bo  insuf- 
iicient. 

Nov.   10.  STATE    ELECTION. 

For  Governor,  George  8.  Boutwell,  D,,         90,     Elected, 

Robert  C.  Wintlirop,  W.,     31, 
JolinG,  Palfrey.  F.  8,,  03. 

For  Lt,  Governor,    Henry  W.   Cushtnan,  D..      90, 
George  Grinnell,  W.,  32. 

Amasa  Walker,  F,  8.,  03. 

Senators— v.  and  F.  8.— John  8.  C.  Knowlton,  154.  Alitert  Alden,  153. 
Moses  Wood,  161.  Freeman  Walker,  151,  Elmer  Brighnm,  llil.  Whig 
Charles  TImrber,  33.  George  Davis,  88.  Joseph  White.  33,  Augustus 
G,  Hill.  33.  Francis  Deane,  83.  Alanson  Hamilton,  Jared  Weed,  .Tames 
Whitcomb,  Sullivan  Fay  and  Dan  Hill  had  one  each, 

FOK   REPRESENTATIVE  TO  THE   GENERAL   COURT. 

m-st  Bailat—Hmry  A.  Aldrich,  D.,  had  73.  Arnold  Taft,  D.,  had  60. 
A,.  H.  Reed.  W.,  had  38.    Five  others  had  9  votes.    No  choice. 

Second  Ballot— Hemy  A.  Aldrich  had  70.  Arnold  Taft  had  50.  A,  H. 
Eeed  had  35.    Four  others  had  9  votes.    No  choice. 

Tkird  B(Ulot—JIeDTy  A.  Aldi-ich  had  88.  A,  H.  Reed  had  33.  Four 
othera  had  11  votes,    Henry  A.  Aldrleh  chosen. 
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On  e/is  Qtisstionfor  a  ConeenUon  to  Betise  the  State  GonsUtation—YeAS,,  lOT. 
Nays,  8S. 

Voted  that,  if  George  F.  Allen  shall  attempt  to  avoid  the  pay- 
ment of  the  tax  for  which  he  has  recently  been  imprisoned,  by 
taking  the  Poor  Debtors  Oath,  the  Assessors  and  Oolleetor  be 
instructed,  if  satisfied  of  the  legality  of  tho  tax,  to  use  all  legal, 
fair  and  honorable  means  to  prevent  the  same;  and  that  the 
Overseefs  of  the  Poor  be  directed  to  furnish  the  jailor,  from 
time  to  time,  with  snch  snms  of  money  as  shall  be  necessaiy  to 
dcfi'ay  the  expense  of  boarding  said  Allen  there  for  the  term  of 
one  year,  or  until  said  Allen  shall  be  leleased  fi-om  jail  in  diie 
process  of  law,  or  until  they  shall  be  otherwise  directed  by  a 
vote  of  the  town;  or- if  said  AUen  sh^ll  m&titute  any  suit  against 
the  Assessors  for  assessing  said  tax,  or  against  the  Collector 
for  imprisoning  him  for  the  non-payment  of  the  same,  that  the 
town  will  defend  and  save  hai-mleas  all  and  either  of  said  officers 
from  all  costs  and  expenses  that  mayaiise  by  reason  of  the  com- 
mencement of  any  such  suit  or  suits. 

Perambulations  of  town  boundaries  were  made  this  year. 


1852,  Feb.  14  Alexander  H.  Allen  was  chosen  an  agent  to 
oppose  the  road  now  pending  before  the  County  Commissionei's, 
as  prayed  for  by  Joseph  G.  Davenport  and  others,  from  the  road 
(now  known  as  Maple  street,)  passing  by  the  Meeting  House  of 
the  First  Parish  to  the  road  leading  by  John  Gf.  Metcalf  s  house, 
{now  known  as  Hastings  street). 

March  I.  Jesse  F.  Alderman  was  chosen  Town  Clerk;  Alex- 
ander H.  Allen,  George  Staples  and  Laban  Bat*s,  Selectmen; 
Jesse  F.  Alderman,  Treasurer;  Hamilton  B.  Staples,  David  Da- 
venport and  Samuel  P.  Bates,  School  Committee,  and  George 
Stajdes,  Constable. 

Anthony  Chase,  for  County  Treasurer,  had  70  votes,  being  all 
given  in. 

The  committee  chosen  to  settle  with  the  town  of  Blackstone 
on  matters  growing  out  of  the  division  of  the  town,  made  a 
report,  which  was  accepted  and  put  on  file. 

March  24.  Alexander  H.  Allen  was  cliosen  agent  to  appear 
before  the  Committee  on  Towns  of  the  Legislature  and  oppose 
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the  prayer  of  George  Southwiek,  to  be  set  ofE  from  Mciidon  to 
the  town  of  Blackstone. 

April  5.  Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  borrow 
money,  iiot  to  exceed  five  hundred  dollai-s,  for  the  use  of  the 
town. 

Silas  Dudley  was  chosen  a  Special  Constable,  to  be  present  at 
all  lectures  and  exhibitions  in  the  Town  Hall,  to  preserve  order 
and  protect  the  public  property,  and  for  compensation  to  have 
fifty  cents  for  a  day  or  evening. 

Voted  to  raise  ^00  to  repair  highways  und  bridges  the  ensu- 
ing year. 

Voted  to  raise  $600  for  the  support  of  the  poor. 

Voted  to  raise  $800  for  the  support  of  the  public  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  $500  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  town. 

Voted  to  raise  1300  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  that  the  highway  taxes  be  paid  in  labor. 

Amoimt  of  taxes  foregone  $23.85. 

A  new  road  {now  Elm  street,)  laid  out  two  rods  wide  and  36 
rods  and  15^  links  in  length.  So  damages  were  awai'ded  the 
land  owners. 

May  1.  The  enrolled  militia  were  returned  by  the  Assessors 
318  in  number. 

June  13.  Voted  to  instruct  the  Selectmen  to  furnish  two 
rooms  in  the  Town  Hall  suitable  to  transact  town  business  in. 

Chose  Aai-on  C.  Cook  Collector, 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  113.68. 

Nov.   3.  PRESIDENTIAL   ELECTION, 

Eleetora  at  iMi'ge —Sleiihe'a  C.  Phillips,  of  Salem,  had  53  votes.    James 
Fowler,  of  Westfield,  had  53  votes,    Robert  C.  WinHirop,  of  Boston,  had 
44  votes.     George  Bliss,  of  Springfleld,  had  44  voles.     Chas.  G.  Greene,  of 
Boston,  had  84  votea.    James  8.  Whitney,  of  Conway,  had  84  votes. 
1st  District —  7th  District — 

John  H,  Shaw,  Nantucket 53       Samuel  B.  Sewall,  Stoneham. .  .53 

J.  H.  W.  Page,  New  Bedford.  .44        George  CogsweU,  Bradford 44 

S.  B.  Phinney,  Barnstable 84       Ehen'  H.  Saftord,  Haverhill, . ,  84 

3nd  District—                                       8th  District- 
Win.  H.  Wood,  Middleboro'...53       John  W.  Graves, Lowell 53 

George  A.  Crocker,  Taunton. . .44        Jacob  Coggin,  Tewkabuiy 44 

Edward  Cazneau,  Hingham. . .  .84       Walter  Fesaenden,  Townsend  .84 


dbjGoogle 


1852,] 


ANNALS    OF    MBNDON. 


fltU  District— 

Ohai-les  Mason,  Fitcliburg oS 

Etienr  ToiTey,  "         44 

J.  8.  C.  Knowlton,  Woi-cester.  .84 

10th  District— 
R  B.  Hubbai'd,  Sunderland. . .  .53 

Rufus  Bullock,  RoyalstoQ 44 

O.  P.  Ingi'am,  South  Hadiey. .  .84 

lltL  District- 
Joel  Hay  den,  Williamsburg 5!i 

Ezekiel  Holt,  Pittsfield  44 

Jona.  B.  Field,  Stockbridge 84 


3d  District- 
Edward  L.  Keyes,  Dedbaui 53 

John  Gardner,  "        44 

Caleb  Stetson,  Brnintree 84 

4th  Disti'icl^ 

TimoHiy  Gilbert,  Boston 53 

Amos  Lawrence,       "       44 

Isaac  Adams,  "      84 

5th  District — 

Joim  G.  Palfrey,  Cambridge. . .  ,53 

Robert  G.  8haw,  Boston 44 

Benj.  F.  Hallett,      "      84 

Cth  District— 

John  Q.  Whittier,  Amesbury..53 

Daniel  C.  Baker,  Lyon 44 

Jona.   Narjoii,  Amesbury 84 

Nov.  8.  STATS   ELECTION. 

For  Governor,      Horace  Mann,  Newton,  P.  S.,  had         60  votes. 

JohnH.Clifford,New Bedford, W.,liad36    "    Elected. 
Henry  W,  Bishop,  Lennox,  D,,  had       85     " 
For  LI.  Governor,  Ama5a  Walker,  No   Brookfield,  had      69     '■ 
Elisha  Huntington,  Lowell,  had  35    " 

Jas,  P,  Thompson,  New  Bedford,  had  83  " 
FarSeiiatorg — J.  8.  0.  Knowlton,  Worcester,  had  146  votes.  I  vers  Phillips, 
Fitchburg,  had  145  votes.  Fi-eeman  Walkei',  No.  Brookfield,  had  145  votes. 
SuUivan  Fay,  Southboro',  had  145  votes.  Elisha  Murdock,  Winchendon, 
had  145  votes.  Ohas.  Thurber,  Worcester,  had  35  votes.  G«orge  Davis 
liad  35  votes.  Joseph  White  had  35  votes.  Enoch  Perkins  had  36  votes. 
Fras.  Deane,  Jr.,  had  85  votes,     Jos,  Whitman,  Milford,  had  5  votes. 

Bepreeeiitative  to  Gongresa,  iJisftiei  Jfo. 8. ^Charles  Frajicis  Adams,  Quiucy, 
had  68  votes,  F.  S,  J.  Wiley  Edmunds,  Newton,  had  35  votes,  W.  Orison 
Underwood,  Milford,  had  75  votes,  D. 

FOR   EEPRE8BNTATIVE  TO   THE   UENEBAL   COUKT. 


George  Staples  had  BO 
had  4  votes.    No  choice. 

J.  F.  Alderman  had  48 
.    No  choice. 

J.  F.  Alderman  had  53 


Mrst  SiSo^-Alexander  H.  Allen  had  70  vc 
votes.    J.  F.  Alderman  liad  42  votes.   Four  ot 

Second  Ballot — Alexander  H.  Allen  had  71  v 
votes.    George  Staples  had  46  vofc 

T/di-d  5aKo(~Alexander  H.  Allen  had  76  vi 
votes.     George  Staples  had  33  vot«s.    No  choice. 

Fhurlk  BaUot — Alexander  H.  Allen  had  67  votes.     J.  F.  Alderman  had 
45  votes.     George  Staples  had  37  votes.     No  choice. 

The  contest  wiie  now  given  \ip  and  tlie  article  dismissed  from 
tlie  wan-ant. 
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Upon  the  question,  "  Is  it  expedient  that  Delegates  should  be 
chosen  to  meet  in  conTention  for  the  pnrpose  of  revising  or  alter- 
ing the  Constitution  of  Government  of  this  Oonimonwealth. 
The  ballots  were: 

Teas  141.    Nays  41. 

Wov.  33.  A  seeond  meeting  was  held  this  day  for  the  choice 
of  Representative  to  the  General  Court  and  with  the  following 
result : 

First  BniUt^K.  H-  Allen  had  81  votes,  J.  F.  Aldermau  had  77  votes. 
Olney  Cook  liad  40  votes.    Scattering  4.    No  choice. 

Seemid  BaUot—A.  H.  Alien  iiad  85  votes.  J.  F.  Aiderman  iiad  87  votes. 
O.  Coolt  liad  34  votes.    Scattering  4.    No  clioice. 

Th^-d  BaUot—A.  H.  Allen  had  89  votes.  J.  F.  Alderman  had  m  votes. 
O.  Cook  had  31  votes.     Scattering  4.    No  choice. 

Fourth  BoMot~A.  H.  Allen  had  86  votes.  J.  F.  Alderman  had  83  votes. 
O.  Cooli  had  34  votes.     Scattering  3.    No  choice. 

In  the  history  of  elections  there  can  hai-dly  be  found  an  in- 
stance where  tlie  candidates  were  so  equally  sustained  through 
so  long  a  contest,  or  where  there  were  so  few  scattering  votes. 

Dec.  7-  No  choice  for  a  member  of  Congi'ese  having  been 
eifeeted  at  the  last  trial,  another  meeting  was  held  this  day  with 
the  following  result: 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  A.  S,,  of  Quiney  had  63  votes.  J.  Wiley  Ed- 
munds, W,,  of  Newton  had  39  votes.  Edwai-d  Avery,  D..  of  Dedliam, 
had  31  votes.  Arthur  W.  Austin,  !>.,  of  W.  Roxbnry,  had  3  votes.  J. 
Wiley  Edmunds  was  elected. 

REV.    ROBERT   HA8SALL,    THE    FOURTEENTH    MINISTER. 

Mr.  Hassall  began  his  ministerial  labors  in  Mendon  April  1, 
1852,  and  dissolved  his  connection  with  the  pariah  in  Jannaiy, 
1856,  to  take  charge  of  the  Unitarian  Society  in  Haverhill, 
Mass.  After  a  few  years  Mr.  Hassall  retired  from  tJie  ministry 
and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  now  living  in 
Kookuk,  Iowa.  During  his  residence  in  Mendon  he  visited 
England,  of  which  ho  was  a  native. 


1853.     March  1'.     Jesse  F.  Alderman  was  chosen  Town  Clei'k 
and  Treasurer:  J.   P.  Alderman,  George  Staples  and  John  S, 
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Gaskiil,  Seloctmen;  David  DaTeiipoi-t,  Silas  Dudley  aud  A.  H. 
Reed,  School  Committee,  and  Q-eorge  Staples,  Constable. 

FOR   DELKOATB   TO   THE   COHSTITIITIONAI.   CONVEMTION. 

Fii-st  Bimt—KYaa\A  Taft  had  65  votes.  J.  F.  Alderman  had  48  votes. 
A.  H.  Allen  liad  32  votes.    Scattering  5.     No  choice. 

Seeond  JieBoi— Arnold  Taft  had  80  voles.  J.  F.  Alderman  ha<l  36  votes. 
A,  H.  Allen  had  7  votes.     Scattering  1.     Arnold  Taft  chosen. 

Taxes  foregone  to  the  amount  of  $63.53. 

VoUfw  County  T^obthw— Anthony  Chase,  of  Worcester  had  71  votes. 
Levi  Barker,  of  Worcester,  had  43  votes. 

April  4.  Vote  for  Gouiity  Oowmimonera—Oti&  Adams,  of  Grnfton,  liad 
58  votes.  Bonum  Nye,  of  Brookfield,  had  58  votes.  Asaph  Wood,  of 
Gardner,  liad  S8  votes.  David  Davenport,  Mendoo,  had  15  votes.  Amorj 
Holman,  Bolton,  had  15  votes.  Alanson  Hamilton,  West  Brookfield,  had 
15  votes. 

Vote  for  Special  County  Gommiaaioners — Edward  H.  Hemenway,  of  Wor- 
cester, had  58  votes.  Thomas  Billings,  of  Lunenburg,  had  58  votes. 
ClinrlesBrigham,  of  Grafton,  had  14  votes,  Seth  Tucker,  Jr.  of  Winchen- 
don  had  14  voles. 

April  aa.  Voted  that  the  Treasurer  have  discretionary  power 
to  borrow  money  not  to  exceed  one  thousand  dollars,  at  six  per 
cent. 

Chose  John  G.  Metcalf  to  confer  with  Holland  Allbe  in  regard 
to  the  damages  claimed  by  him  in  consequence  of  a  road  (now 
Elm  street)  laid  over  his  land,  and  then  adjourned  until  Dr. 
Metcalf  returns. 

Upon  Jiis  return  he  reported  that  Mr.  Allbe  says  the  matter  ia 
in  the  hands  of  his  counsel. 

David  Davenport  was  then  chosen  ugent  to  oppose  Holhiiid 
Allbe'a  claim  for  damages. 

Voted  to  raise  11000  for  the  support  of  the  poor. 

Voted  to  raise  $900  for  the  repair  of  highways  and  bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  *800  for  -the  support  of  the  public  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  $1000  for  the  payment  of  town' debts  and  inci- 
dental expenses. 

Voted  that  the  money  for  repair  of  highways  aud  bridges  be 
paid  in  labor  at  ten  cents  per  hour,  aud  the  bills  for  work  be 
returned. 

Taxes  were  foregone  to  the  amount  of  $19.88. 
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Voted  to  instruct  the  Selectmen  to  purchase  a  fire-prool;  safe 
for  records,  and  a  book  case  for  books. 

June  9.     The  enrolled  militia  were  found  to  number  164. 

Noy.  14.  STATE   ElECTION, 

For  Governor.,  Henry  W.  Bisiaop,  1).,  of  Lennox,  had  00  votes. 

Henry  Wilson,  F.  S.,  of  Natick,  had  67     ■' 

Emory  WflshlDiim,  W.,  ofWorceater,  had    43      " 

Elected. 

Bradford  L.  Wales,  D.,  of  Randolph  3    " 

For  Ll.  GoTernor,    Levi  A.  Dowley,  of  Worcester,  hatl  90     " 

Aniasa  Walker,  of  North  Brookfieid,  had     67     " 

W.  C.  Plunket,  of  Adams,  had  43      " 

George  Osborne,  of  ,  had  S      " 

Jfbr  fifenafeir«— Elista  Mnrdock,  of  Winehendon,  had  141  votes.  .Toa. 
Whitman,  of  Milfoid,  had  141  votes,  Alvin  Bugbee,  of  Ohai-lton,  had  141 
votes.  Jos.  W.  Mansur  of  Fitchburg,  had  155  votes.  Isaac  Davis, 
of  Worcester,  had  155  votes.  Henry  S.  Washburn,  Worcester,  had  43 
votes.  A.  C.  Mayhew,  Milford,  had  43  votes.  John  Eddy.  Dudley, 
had  43  votes.  Eph.  Murdock,  Wiiichendon,  kad  43  votes.  Wm,  Park- 
hurst,  Petersham,  had  43  votes.    Another  ticket  had  S  votes  each. 

FOB   REPKESEtTTATIVES  TO   THE   GENERAL    COURT, 

Mr^t  Ballot— Joha  8.  Gaskill  had  m  votes.  Alex'  H.  Allen  had  63  votes. 
J.  F.  Alderman  had  33  votes.     Scattering  5,  and  thei-e  was  no  choice. 

Second  BaiM — John  S.  Qaskiil  had  38  votes.  A.  H.  Alien  had  59  votes. 
J.  F.  Alderman,  35.     Scattering  3,  and  no  choice. 

5  hird  BaUot—idha  8.  Gaskill  had  85  votes  and  vi-as  elected,  A.  H.  Allen 
had  53  votes.    J,  F.  Aldei-nian  bad  29  votes. 

Votes  given  for  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
as  recommended  hy  the  Couventiou,  lield  the  first  Wednesday 
in  May,  1853,  viz: — 

Shall  Proposition  No.  1,  containing  the  Preamble,  Declaration  of  Rigtits 
and  form  of  Government,  stand  as  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealili 
of  Massachusetts?    Teas  156;  nays  63. 

Shall  Proposition  No.  3  stand,  respecting  the  liabeas  corpus?  Teas  154; 
nays  55. 

yhall  Proposition  No,  S  stand,  respecting  the  rights  of  jurors?  Teas 
141 ;  nays  69. 

Shall  Proposition  No.  4  stand,  respeeting  claims  ngftinst  tlie  Common- 
wealth?   Yeas  154;  nays  55. ' 

Shall  Proposition  No.  5  stflnd,  respecting  imprisonment  for  debt?  Yeas 
146;  nays  64 
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Shall  Pi'oposition  No.  6  stand,  respecting  sectarian  scliools?  Yeas  158; 
nays  50. 

Shall  Proposition  No.  7  stand,  respecting  the  creation  of  corporations? 
Yeas  154;  nays  55. 

Shall  Proposition  No.  8  stand,  respecting  the  security  of  hank  bills? 
Yeas  153;  nays  55. 

All  these  proposed  amendments  were  rejected  by  the  voters  of 
the  State, 


1854.  March  6.  Alexander  H.  Allen  was  chosen  Town 
Clerk  and  Treasurer;  George  Staples,  William  T.  MeteaU  and 
George  Rawson,  Selectmen;  George  Staples,  Samuel  H.  Taft, 
and  Elijah  Taft,  Constables: 

Voted  to  raise  $800  for  the  support  of  the  poor. 

Voted  to  raise  *800  for  the  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  *850  for  the  snpport  of  public  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  1500  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  that  the  money  raised  for  repairs  of  highways  he  paid 
in  labor,  at  the  follo^ving  prices,  viz:  twelve  and  one-half  cents 
per  hour  for  a  man;  and  the  same  for  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  cai-t- 
fifty  cents  per  day  for  a  plow;  and  the  Assessors  were  directed 
to  commit  the  tax  bills  only  to  surveyors  qualified  according  to 
law. 

Anthony  Chase  had  all  the  votes,  79,  for  County  Treasurer. 

Voted  that  the  town  do  oppose  the  formation  of  anew  county, 
as  prayed  for  in  the  petition  of  Aaron  C.  Mayhew  and  others; 
and  that  our  Representative  in  the  General  Court  be  instructed 
to  oppose,  by  all  suitable  and  honorable  means,  the  prayer  of 
said  petition. 

April  13.  Eev.  Robert  Massall,  JohnG.  Metcalf  and  Andrew 
H.  Reed  were  chosen  School  Committee. 

Aiigiistus  Knights,  he  being  the  lowest  bidder,  was  chosen 
Collector  at  thirty-five  dollars. 

The  following  persons  were  chosen  Prudential  Committees  for 
the  several  school  districts,  viz: 

District  1,  Jos.  G.  Davenport.  District  3,  John  G.  Metwilf.  District  3, 
3nml.  G.  Wilcox.  District  4,  gharles  Dewing,  Districts,  Clark  Cook,  3d. 
District  6,  Perry  Wood.    District  7,  Arnold  Taft. 

Taxes  were  foregone  to  the  amount  of  $70.04. 
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The  tliii-d  article  in  the  warrant  was  "  to  see  what  measiirea 
the  town  will  adopt  in  regard  to  the  bill  now  pending  before 
Congi'ess  to  organize  the  TeiTitories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska," 

The  following  preamble  and  reaolutiona,  offered  by  Dr.  John 
G.  Metcalf,  were  unanimously  a' 


WhereHS,  a  BiU  is  now  pending  before  the  Congress  of  tlie  United  States 
organizing  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraiska;  and  whereas,  by  a 
provision  in  said  Bill,  it  is  proposed  to  open  a  vast  extent  of  territory,  on«e 
eotiiecrated  to  Freedom,  to  Slavery;  and  whereas,  no  free  man  ciin  absolve 
himself  from  the  obligation,  to  remonstrate  against  the  consummation  of  a 
measure  which  deliberately  violates  the  solemnly  plighted  faith  of  the 
nation  and,  by  its  reckless  disregard  of  the  common  laws  of  humanity, 
invites  tlie  scorn  and  contempt  of  the  civilized  world,  therefore 

1.  Resolved,  that  we,  tlielnhabitantsoftheTownofMendon,  in  the  county 
of  Worcester  and  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  in  legal  and  open  town 
meeting  assembled,  do  hereby  solemnly  and  earnestly  PROTEST  t^inst 
Ihe  passage  of  the  proposed  Bill,  while  it  retains  any  provision  that  disre- 
gaMs  the  treaty  obligations  of  the  United  Slates;  or  that,  by  inference  or 
implication  or  cavil  can  be  tortured,  by  the  most  subtle  ingenuity,  into  a 
penmssion  even  for  the  possible  extension  of  Slavery. 

3.  Resolved,  tJiat  we  dare  not  subject  ourselves  to  the  hazard  that  onr 
eiienee  may  be  constrned  into  a  eonxent  to  its  iniquitous  propositions,  when 
'it  is  openly  and  shamelessly  conceded  that  tiiis  Bill  necessarily  involves 
the  repudiation  of  our  national  obligations  to  the  Indians,  and  the  violent 
infraction  of  tlie  most  solemn  agreements  deliberately  made  with  that  noble 
though  abused  and  down-trodden  race. 

3.  Eesolved.  tiiat  the  COMPACT  made  between  the  North  and  the 
South  (usually  termed  the  Missouri  Compromise,)  that  no  portion  of  tiie 
territory,  acquired  by  the  purcliase  of  Louisiana,  north  of  the  latitude  86° 
30',  shonid  ever  be  givHi  up  to  Slavery,  shall  never  be  surrendered,  by  any 
consent  of  ours,  to  any  argument  of  political  expediency,  any  requirement 
of  party  necessity  or  to  any  throat  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Union. 

4.  Eesolved,  that  while  we  demand  that  the  law  admitting  Missouri 
into  the  Union  (known  as  the  Missouri  Compromise,)  shall  be  acknowledged 
by  the  South  as  a  sufflcient  GUiRAMTY  that  Freedom  shall  be  lield 
sacred  according  to  the  cotemporaneous  and  universal  exposition  of  that 
agreement  at  the  time  of  its  completion;  still  our  allegiance  to  truth  and 
our  convictions  of  duty  do  not  allow  us  to  witlihold  the  declaration  that 
onr  utter  and  uncompromising  abhorrence  of  Slavery  would  be  a  sufflcient 
reason,  alone,  for  the  rejection  of  this  Bill  of  abominations. 

5.  Resolved,  that  should  the  measure,  against  which  we  remonstrate, 
become  the  law  of  the  land,  and  thereby  our  doubt  be  ripened  into  con- 
viction that  Freedom  can  have  no  surety  from  Slavery  for  the  fulflllment 
of  its  recorded  obligations,  thenceforth  REPEAL  shall  be  the  watchwoid 
for  the  rescue  of  Preedem,  until  tliat  institution,  for  the  security  of  which. 
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even  a  alavelioldei-  lias  confessed.  "  no  attribute  of  God  Aliniglity  eould  be 
invoked,"  shall  cease  to  be  protected  by  Cutiatitulion  and  Laws,  and  o 
Country,  our  whole  country,  become  in  deed  a« 


1  the  land  of  the 


6.  Resolved,  that  we  urgently  recommend  that  meeting?  m  every  town, 
holden  according  to  the  forms  and  solemnities  ot  law  and  inass  meetings 
in  every  Congressional  District  in  every  State  3et  tree  from  the  curse  of 
Slavery,  be  forthwitli  convened,  so  that  one  united  and  potential  voice  of 
remonstrance  and  warning  shall  be  heard  in  the  Halls  of  our  National  Leg- 
islature against  this  fearful  and  disastrous  measure. 

7.  Resolved,  that  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions,  together  with  the  Pream- 
ble, signed  by  the  Moderator  of  this  meeting  and  attested  by  the  Town 
Olerk,  Iw  fortliwith  transmitted  to  the  Hon.  J.  Wiley  Edmunds,  our  Repre- 
sentative in  Congi'ess,  and  that  be  be  requested  to  bring  them  to  the  notice 
of  the  House  of  which  he  is  a  memlier. 

8.  Resolved,  that  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  enter  these  Resolutions  and 
Preamble  "In  the  Town  Book,  tliat  our  children,  in  years  to  come,  may 
linow  the  sentiments  of  their  fathers  "  in  regard  to  this  momentous  issue, 
and  thereby  be  strengthened  in  their  LOVE  OF  LIBERTY  and  HATRED 
OF  SLAVERY. 

May  1.  Tlie  enrolled  militia,  between  the  ages  of  18  aud.  45, 
WM  found  to  be  178,  as  by  the  returo  of  the  A 


Nov.  13. 


STATE   ELECTION. 


Elected. 


For  Governor,         Emory  Washburn.  W.,  Worcester,     15  vol 
H.  W.  Bishop,  D.,  Lennox,  34     ■ 

Henry  Wilson,  F.  S.,  Natick,  23      • 

Henry  J.  Gaidner,  K.  N.,  Boston,    117      ' 
Chas.  Allen,  Worcester,  3     ' 

Foi'  Lt.  Governor,  Wm.  C.  Plunket,  W.,  Adams,  15      ' 

Caleb  SleMon,  D.,  Braintree,  34     ' 

Increase  Sumner,  F.  S.,G  Barringt'n,  34 
Bimon  Brown.  K.  N.,  Concord,  117  ' 
Eor  Seimton, — Whig — Henry  S.  Washburn.  Worcester,  15  vi 
C.  Mayhew,  Milford,  14  voles.  John  Eddy,  Dudley,  15  votes.  Ephraim 
Murdock,  Winchendon,  15  votes.  Wm.  Parkhui'st,  Petersliam,  15  votes. 
Democratic— Geo.  W.  Bentiey,  Worcester,  34  votes.  Geo.  A.  Vinton,  South- 
bridge,  31  votes.  Luke  Houghton,  Barre.  34  votes.  Sullivan  Sumner, 
Milford,  34  votes.  Levi  Hayward,  Gardner,  34  votes.  Free.  Soil — Augus- 
tus Morse,  Leominster,  24  votes.  Israel  Plumraer,  Northbridge,  19  votes. 
Aurin  Bugbee,  Charlton,  24  votes.  Geoi'ge  Swan,  Hubbardston.  34  votes. 
Charles  White,  Worcester.  34  votes.  Know  Nothing— Henry  W.  Benchley, 
Worcester,  116  votes.  Albert  A.  Cook,  Milford,  116  votes.  Jabez  Fisher, 
Fitchburg,  116  votes.  Edward  Denny,  Barre,  116  votes.  A.  G.  Under- 
wood,  Oxford,  116  votes. 
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Alex'  H.  Allen,  Meudon,  liiid  4  votes.  Royal  Cumiiiiugs,  Meiidun,  liarl 
1  vote. 

Bbr  Bepremiitatioe  in  Gongi-eas—'Sa.tM..  P.  Safford,  W.  Dorchester,  15 
votes.  Edward  Avery.  D,,  Quincy,  13  votes.  Wm.  8.  Damvell.  K.  N., 
Dedbam,  118  votes.     Edwtu'd  L.  Keyea,  F.  S.,  Dedliam,  7  votes. 

For  BepremntcUi'm  to  the  General  Court — Jolia  8.  Qaskill,  D.,  had  22  votus. 
Stephen  Tafl.  F.  8.,  had  19  vot«s.  Jesse  F.  Alderman.  W.,.had  13  votes. 
Alexander  H.  Allen  had  8  votes.  Royal M.  Wheelock,  E.  N.,  had  103  votes. 

Mr  Count!/  (hmMmioner—ZAdoc  Taft,  of  Uxbridge,  had  110  votes.  Otis 
Adams,  of  Grafton,  had  38. 

Nov.  38.  Voted  to  pay  Catharine  Taft  120  for  damage  by  lay- 
ing out  of  a  new  road,  now  known  as  Elm  street. 

Voted  fchjit  the  consideration  of  the  third  article  in  the  war- 
rant, relating  "To  the  purchase  of  a  Poor  Farm,"  be  iiideliiiifcely 
postponed. 


1855.  March  5.  Chose  David  Adams,  Town  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer; George  Staples,  Henry  0,  Steward  and  Austin  Wood,  8e- 
lectmeu;  George  Staples,  Constable  and  Collector. 

Voted  to  raise  $1000  for  the  support  of  public  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  $1000  for  the  support  and  care  of  the  poor. 

Voted  to  raise  tiOO  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  $800  for  repairs  of  highways  aud  bridges. 

Voted  to  build  a  receiving  tomb  for  the  nse  of  the  town. 

John  G.  Metcalf,  Amariah  Taft  and  Peri-y  Wood  were  chosen 
a  committee  to  erect  said  tomb,  at  an  expense  not  to  exceed  $300, 
and  to  have  it  completed  by  Angast  1  of  the  present  year. 

,  Alexander  If.  Allen 

May  33.  The  following  ai'C  the  votes  on  the  ratification  of  tiie 
XIV.,  XV.,  XVI.,  XVII,,  XVm.  and  XIX.  articles  of  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  the  same  having  been 
adopted  by  the  Legislatures  of  1854  and  1855. 

Article  XIV.,    Yes,    11       No,  13    .   Article  XVII.,     Yes,  30      No,    7 
do.     XV.,       "       31        "      a  do.      XVIIL,     ■'     38        "     1 

do.     XVI.,     "30        "7  do.      XIX.,        "     15        "    10 

May  34.     By  return  of  the  Assessors  this  day,  the  number  of 
enrolled  militia  was  found  to  be  318. 
Sept.  28.     Taxes  abated  to  the  amount  of  $4.!)7, 
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N"0V.  6.  STATE   ELECTION. 

For  Governor,         H.  J".  Gardner,  K.  N.,  Boaton,  iiiid  61  votos.  Eltittod. 

Julius  H.  Rockwell,  R.,  Pittsfield.  85  " 

B.  D.  Beach,  D„  Springfield,  had  43  " 

S.  H.  Walley,  W.,  Boston,  hnd  5  " 

For  Lt.  Governor,  H.  W.  Bencliley,  K.  N.,  Worcester,  61  " 

Simon  Brown,  B..  Ooocotd,  had  85  " 

Caleb  Stetsou,  D.,  Braintrec,  had  43  " 

Moses  Daveuport,  W.,  Newburyport  0  " 

Pursuant  to  the  seventeenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution, 
the  offices  of  Secretary  of  State,  Attorney  GsDeval,  Anditor  of 
Accounts  and.  Treasurer  were  filled  by  a  popular  election,  and  the 
votes  for  the  candidates  of  each  party  very  generally  coincided 
with. those  cast  for  the  gnhernatorial  candidates. 

The  votes  east  for  Senatora  of  Woi-cester  county  were  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

BepiiMican — Fras.  H.  Dewey,  Worcester,  had  86  votes.  Arlemas  Lee, 
Tenipleton,  had  85  votes.  Velorous  Tafl,  Uptou.  had  85  votes.  Salem 
Towne.  Charlton,  had  85  votes.     Jabea  Fisher,  Fitchburg,  had  85  votes. 

Demoa'oMe — John  G.  Thurston,  Lancaster,  had  48  votes.  John  8.  0. 
Kuowlton,  Worcester,  had  48  votes.  Nathaniel  Wood,  Fitchburg,  had  48 
votes.  George  A.  Vinton,  Southbridge,  had  48  votes.  Alvin  Cook,  Ux- 
bridge,  had  48  votes. 

Know  Notldng — Edward  Denny,  Bai-i-e.  iiad  61  votes.  Chas.  L.  Putnam, 
Worcester,  had  61  votes.  Wilder  8.  Thurston,  Laucastev,  had  61  votes, 
Fred,  M.  Parker,  Templeton,  had  61  votes.  L,  C.  Boynton,  Uxhridge,  had 
61  votes. 

Fbr  .Register  of  Deeds — Alexander  H.  Wilder  was  elected  unanimously, 
receiving  198  votes, 

Gounti/  Oomm.Ugiensi- — Asaph  Wood,  R,,  Gardner,  had  85  votes.  Cyiiis 
Thurston,  K.  N,,  Fitchburg,  had  65  votes.  Wm.  Bennett,  Jr.,  D.,  Hub- 
baiTiaton,  had  48  votes. 

OouTi^  JVeoswrer— Anthony  Chase,  R. ,  Worcestei',  had  87  votes,  Pearley 
Hammond,  Worcester,  bad  61  votes,     John  A,   Dana,  Worcester,  had  48 

It  was  voted  not  to  choose  a  Representative  to  the  General 
Court. 


1856.     March  3.     David  Adams  was  chosen  Town  Clerk  and 
Treasnrer;  Alexander  H.  Allen,  Austin  Wood  and  Olney  Oook, 
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Selectmen;  AiWoiiC.  Cook,  Constable,  at  16.00  for  Sitlai'y,  and 
Sivimiel  H.  Taft,  Collector,  at  $34.00. 

John  G.  Metcalf,  Perry  Wood  and  Arnold  Taft  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  gather  information  "relative  to  adopting  a  new 
mode  of  repairing  our  highways,  townways  and  bridges,"  and 
report  at  an  adjourned  meeting. 

After  amendments  the  following  list  of  Jurors  Wiis  adoi)ted, 

Alexander  H.  Allen,*  Philo  W,  Brown,  Olney  Cook,  Aaron  0.  Cook,* 
Elijali  Dewing,*  Silas  Dudley,  Timotliy  Ellis,  Chauncey  AJdi-icli,  Natliuu 
George,*  Micaja]i  0.  Qaskill,  Lvaander  Grow,  Honry  Eawson,*  Welcoiue 
Staplos,*  Leonard  Taft,*  Samuel  H.  Taft,  Perry  Wood,  Gilliert  Cook,  Saml. 
W,  Doggett,*  Joseph  CuramiDg,  Austin  A.  Taft,  Aj-nold  Taft,*  David  W. 
Bennett. 

Voted  to  raise  *800  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  11000  for  the  support  of  tlie  poor. 

Voted  to  raise  $400  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  151.55. 

March  31.  Voted  Willard  H.  Swan  have  liberty  to  raise  the 
road  near  bis  shop  and  use  the  same  as  a  dam,  provided  he  have 
a  waste  way  30  feet  wide,  and  indemnify  the  town  against  sill 
damages  which  may  accme  to  said  road  in  consequence  of  raising 
the  same;  and  that  he  have  leave  to  shut  np  such  part  of  said 
road  as  may  be  necessary  while  said  road  is  being  raised. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  and  Ti-easurer,  in  future,  have  fcbeir 
annual  reports  printed  andreadyfordistribution  one  week  before 
the  time  of  the  annual  March  meeting. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  subject  of  repairing  the  highways 
was  committed,  made  a  written  report,  wltich  is  recorded  on  pp. 
279,  280,  S81  and  283,  vol.  7,  of  the  town  records,  and  which 
report  concluded  with  the  following  specific  recomniondatious, 
and  the  same  were  adopted,  viz: 

1.  The  highway  tax,  hereafter,  to  be  paid  in  money. 

3.  The  money  to  be  expended  under  the  general  superintendence  of  the 
Selectmen  or  such  otheragents,  as  the  town  may  choose. 

3.  The  Selectmen  or  agents  shall,  for  the  present  year,  forthwith,  and 
hereafter,  annually,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April  in  every  year,  con- 
trrct  with  some  suitable  person  or  persons,  to  work  with  and  oversee  those 
who  may  be  placed  under  his  or  their  charge  upon  the  road,  and  give  him 
or  them  such  instructions  as  they  may  deem  necessary. 


dbjGoogle 


i85t>.  I  ANNALS    OF    MENDON.  bil 

4.  The  Selectmen  or  oOier  agents  sliall  fnrnisli  the  Overseera  with  swell 
a  number  of  men,  oxen,  implements  and  tools  as  economy  and  the  interest 
of  the  town  may  require. 

5.  That  the  sum  of  1000  he  raised  for  tlie  repair  of  the  liigliways  and 
bridges  the  ensuing  year. 

Olney  Cook  declming  to  serve  as  Selectman,  Samuel  W.  Gil- 
bert wae  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

John  G-,  Metcalf,  Stephen  T aft  and  Saranel  W.  Gilbert  were 
eboaen  School  Committee. 

'I'he  enrolled  militia  were  found  to  be  17'?. 

Nov.  4.     Taxes  were  foregone  to  the  amonnt  of  $44.35. 

Aaron  C.  Cook,  Lewis  Wood  and  Lntber  E./raft  were  chosen 
a  committee  to  protect  the  Pickerel  flshei'y  in  the  poiade  and 
streams  of  said  town,  and  directed  to  post  up  notices,  respecting 
the  same,  adjoining  the  pond. 

PRESIDENTIAL   ELECTION. 

Electors  at  iffi'Sfi— Rep.— Julius  Rockwell,  PitUfield,  liad  ISO  voles. 
Thomas  Colt,  Pittsfleld,  had  180  votes.  Dem.— N.  J.  Loid,  i^alem,  liad  47 
votes.    Whiiiiig  Griawold,  Greenfield,  had  47  votes.     Scattering,  3. 

District  No.  1—  District  No.  7— 

Jolm  Vinson,  Edgartown,  R....180    Jas.  M.  Usher,  Medford,  R 180 

A.H.Howlancl.N.Bedforcl,D...  47    Edward  Riddle,  Charieatown,  D.  47 

District  No.  3—  District  No,  8— 

A,  B.  Wheeler,  N. Bridge wat'r,  R180    .lohn  Nesmitli,  Lowell,  R 180 

.Tared  Pratt,  Middleboro'.  D 47    Jas  C.  Abbott,      "      D 47 

District  No.  S—  District  No.  9— 

a.  R.  Russell,  W.  Roxbury,  R.  .180  J.  S.  0.  Knowlton,  Worcester,  R.180 

B.  L.  Wales.  Randolph,  D 47  Geo.  W.  Beatley,           "         D,  4T 

District  No.  4^             ■  District  No.  10— 

George  Odione,  Boston,  R 180  C.  E.  Forbes,  Northampton,  R.,I80 

Patrick  Rilej-,        "         D 47  A  V.  Blanchard.  Palmer,  D....  47 

District  No.  5 —  District  No,  11 — 

Lucius  B.  Marsli,  Boston,  R 180  Franklin  Ripley,  Greenfield,  R.  .180 

DavidDraper,          "        D 47  Thos.  P.  Pluiiketl.Pittsfleld,  D. .  47 

District  No.  6— 

Geo.  H.  Devereaus,  Salem,  R. . .  180  The  scattering  votes  wei-e  3. 
Wm.  Hararaood,  Marblehead,  D.  47 

STATE    ELECTION. 
For  Governor,       Josiah  Quincy.  Boston,  R,  86  voles. 

Henry  J.  Gardner.  Boston,  K.  N.,  83     "     Elected. 

Erasmus  D.  BeacL,  Springfield,  D.,  43     " 

ForLt,  Governor,  H.  W.  Benchley,  Worcester,  R.  &K.  N-  173     " 

Albert  Currier,  Newburjport,  D,,  43     " 
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libr  Semttvry  of  Safe— Fraa.  DeWitt,  Ware,  R.  &  K.  N.,  179.  Joim.  E. 
Field.  Btockbridge.  D„  42. 

Hbr  TVeiMmw— Moses  Tenny,  Jr.,  Georgetown,  R.  &  K,  N.,  170.  Sted- 
man  Butrick,  Concord,  D. ,  43. 

For  Attormy  Qmeral—3i>ha  H.  Clifford,  New  Bedford,  R.  &  K.  N.,  178. 
Ezra  Wilkinson,  Dedkam,  D.,  4S. 

Mrr  AuMtor-^G.  R  Ransom,  Eoxbury,  R.  &  K.  B",,  176.  G.  R.  Whitney, 
Wincliendon,  D.,  43. 

J^'  Cmimcilior,  Second  Bisti'ict — Laban  M.  Wlieaton,  Norton,  R,  &  K.  N. , 
150.    Jona.  P.  Robinson,  Roxbury,  D.,  40. 

FfT  DUriel  AUomey—P.  Emory  Aldrich,  R.  &  K,  N.,  134.  Job.  W. 
Mansur,  D.,  41.    E.  B.  Stoddard.  D.  56. 

Mr  B^presentaMtie  to  Congrem,  TJiiM  DUMct — William  8,  Damrell,  Ded- 
ham,  R.  &  K.  N.,  181;  Elected.     ArUiur  W.  Austin,  W.  Roxbury,  D.,  45. 

Far  8m(itor».—Qeo.  F.  Hoar,  Velorous  Taft,  Ohio  Whitney,  William 
Mixter  and  J.  F.  Hitchcock,  R.,  had  133  votes  each.  Ichabod  Washbiirn, 
W.  8.  Thurston,  R.  S,  Denny,  Fred.  Parker  and  Henry  8.  MansSeld,  K. 
N.,  had  55  votes  each.  James  Estabcook,  Luke  Houghton,  George  A,  Vin- 
ton, Timothy  8.  Wilson  and  John  Erakine,  D. ,  had  42  votes  each. 

Mr  Covmiy  Com/mimionen — Wra,  Bennett,  D.,  had  43  votes,  James  Allen, 
R,  138,  and  D.  F.  Parmenter,  K.  N.,  had  56  votes. 

Sbr  Spmal  Gorwnmnonm- — Alviu  Cook  and  Simeon  Lamb  had  43  votes 
each.  Thos.  Billings,  R.,  had  178  voles,  Constant  Southwoi-th,  K.,  133, 
and  Joha  B.  Pi-att,  K.  B".,  had  56  voles. 

REPRESENTATIVE  TO   THE   GENERAL   COURT. 

Mieajah  0.  Gaskill,  R,  had  70  votes.  H.  B.  Staples,  D.,  had  11  votes, 
Alexander  H.  Allen,  R.,  had  137.    Scattering,  3. 

KEY.    STILIMAN"   BARBER,   THE   EIETEENTH   MINISTER. 

Ml'.  Barber  began  his  ministry,  in  Mendoii,  May  18,1856,  and 
closed  it  in  1860. 


1857.  March  3.  Chose  David  Adams,  Town  Clerk  and 
Treasurer;  Alexander  H.  Allen,  Austin  Wood  and  Samuel  W. 
Gilbert,  Selectmen;  Rev.  Elijah  Demond,  Bev.  Stillman  Bai-ber 
and  Eev.  Gilbert  Bent,  School  Committee;  George  W.  Thayer, 
Constable,  and  Elijah  Dewing,  Collector,  at  t42. 

April  6.  Voted  that  the  money  raised  and  appropriated  for 
the  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges  be  expended  under  the 
supervision  of  Perry  Wood,  Aaron  C.  Cook  and  Laban  Bates,  in 
the  same  manner  as  last  year,  but  the  money  to  be  expended  on 
or  before  Oct.  10,'  1857. 
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Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $900  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1000  for  support  of  the  poor. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $700  for  repairs  of  highways 
and  bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  1500  for  incidental  expenses. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  jurors  adopted  hy  the  town  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Selectmen: 

David  Adama,  Arnold  Taft,*  Gilbert  Cook,  Silas  Dudley,  Lysander 
Grow,  David  W.  Bennett,  Micajah  C.  Qaskill,  Austin  A.  Taft,  Henry  Raw- 
son,*  Chris.  Daniefe,  PhUo  W.  Brown,  Welcome  Staples  •  Baml  H.  Taft, 
Leonard  Taft,*  Chauncey  AJdrich,  Nathan  George,*  Alanson  8,  Freeman,* 
Jason  Staples,*  Laban  Bates,*  Austin  Wood,  Elijah  Taft.* 

April  15.  Voted  to  reconsider  all  action  under  the  fifth 
article  of  the  March  meeting  warrant,  and  that  the  money  raised 
and  appropriated  April  6,  for  the  repairs  of  highways  and 
bridges,  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  several  Highway 
Surveyors. 

April  18.  Voted  to  purchase  a  fai'm  whereon  to  support  the 
poor. 

Voted  to  appropriate  the  surplus  revenue  money  towards  pay- 
ing for  a  fai-m,  and  Stephen  Taft.  Silas  Dudley,  Perry  Wood, 
Amariah  Taft  and  Lewis  Wood  were .  chosen  a  committee  for 
that  purpose. 

May  1,  The  three  following  Amendments  to  the  State  Con- 
stitution, being  the  XX.,  XXI.  and  XXII.,  having  been  adopted 
by  the  Legislatures  of  1856  and  1857,  were  ratified  by  the  people 
May  1,  1857,  as  follows,  via: — 

Article  1.  Voters  to  read  the  Constitution  in  the  English  language. 
Yeas  98;  noes  38. 

Article  3d.  The  Slate  to  be  divided  into  340  Representative  Districts. 
Yeas  131 ;  noes  10. 

Article  3d.  The  State  to  be  divided  into  40  Senatorial  Districts. 
Teas  131;  noes,  none. 

Hamilton  B.  Staples  having  been  chosen  Moderator, 

Vpted  that  the  vote  "to  reconsider  all  action  at  a  former 
meeting  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  {March  meeting)  warrant, 
passed  at  a  town  meeting  held  on  the  IStb  day  of  April  last  past, 
be  aud  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded  and  made  utterly  null  and 
void." 
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Voted  that  the  vote  "  that  the  money  raised  and  appropriated 
for  the  repair  of  highways,  town  ways  and  bridges,  to  be  expended 
under  the  supervision  of  the  several  Highway  Surveyors,"  at  a 
town  meeting  held  on  the  18th  day  of  April  hist  past,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  rescinded  and  made  utterly  null  and  void. 

Voted  that  the  town  do  now  choose,  by  ballot,  some  snitable 
person,  not  having  charge  of  nor  disbursing  any  monies  of  the 
town,  to  be  Auditor  of  Aceounts;  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
make  a  detailed  report  on  the  fluancial  affairs  of  the  town  at  the 
annual  meeting,  and,  on  or  before  the  day  of  said  meeting,  to 
cause  a  sufBcieut  number  of  copies  thereof  to  be  printed,  at  tlie 
expense  of  the  town,  to  supply  one  copy  to  each  tax  payer. 

John  Or.  Metcalf  was  then  chosen  Auditor  of  Accounts  for  the 
ensuing  municipal  year. 

Voted  that  the  Collector,  Treasurer,  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
Selectmen,  and  all  other  pei'sons  or  person  having  charge  of  or 
disbursing  any  monies  of  the  town,  shall  make  a  full  retnrn  of 
their  doings  and  exhibit  all  the  vouchers  for  their  disbui-se- 
mente  to  the  Auditor  of  Acconnts  ten  days  before  the  annual 
meeting. 

May  4.  Voted  that  the  'fi'easurer  be  authorized  to  borrow 
money  to  pay  the  town  debts,  provided  it  can  be  hired  at  a  rate 
not  exceeding  6  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Voted  to  strike  the  sixth  article  from  the  warrant,  which  was 
"to  see  if  the  town  would  allow  a  discount  on  all  taxes  paid 
before  a  specified  time." 

Voted  that  the  vote  passed  on  the  18th  day  of  April  last,  "  to 
appropriate  the  surplus  revenue  towai'ds  paying  for  a  Poor 
Farm,"  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded  and  made  utterly 
null  and  void.     The  vote  was  declared  thiis: — Yeas  50;  noes  10. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  without  day. 

May  33.     Under  a  new  warrant. 

Voted  that  the  town  do  purchase  the  farm  of  Millins  A.  Taft 
as  an  Asylum  for  the  Poor, 

Voted  that  the  town  hereby  authorize  and  instruct  the  Treas- 
urer to  hire  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  pay  for  said  farm,  at  a 
rate  of  interest  not  to  exceed  6  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Voted  that  the  town  herehy  authorize  and  instruct  the  Treas- 
ni'er,  out  of  the  monies  raised  for  incidental  expenses,  to  pay 
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the  interest  on  the  sum  of  money  he  may  hire  for  the  purchase 
of  said  farm,  together  with  SlOO  of  the  principal,  annually. 

Arnold  Taft,  Leonai-d  Taft,  John  G.  Metealf,  Perry  Wood 
and  Elijah  Taft  were  then  chosen,  by  ballot,  to  be  a  commi  ttee 
to  purchase  the  farm  of  Milling  A.  Taft,  to  take  a  good  and 
siifiioient  deed  of  the  same,  providing  the  sum  asked  and  the 
tei-ms  of  payment  be  satisfactoi-y  to  said  committee. 

Voted  that  the  town  hereby  authorize  and  instrnet  the  com- 
mittee chosen  to  pnrchase  the  fann  of  Millins  A,  Taft,  out  of 
the  money  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  support  of  the  poor, 
to  provide  all  things  necessary  and  proper  for  the  management 
of  said  farm,  and  for  the  support  of  the  poor  thereon. 

Voted  that  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  whenever  they  shall  be 
notified  by  the  aforesaid  committee  that  the  Asylum  for  the 
Poor  is  I'eady  for  their  reception,  be  and  they  are  hereby  in- 
strncted  to  contract  with  some  suitable  person  to  manage  said 
fai'm,  and  have  the  care  and  oversight  of  the  poor. 

The  number  of  eni'oUed  militia  was  found  to  be  143. 

July  10,  At  a  meeting  of  the  Belectmen  for  the  purpose,  David  Adams  . 
was  appointed  Agent  for  the  Sale  of  Spirituous  Liquors  in  said  town  for 
Medicinal,  Mechanical  and  Mattufacturing  purposes  for  one  year  from  the 
dat«  hereof  nutesa  sooner  removed  hy  the  Belectmen.  Said  liquor  to  l)e 
liept  and  sold  at  said  Adams'  dweUing  house  and  iie  is  to  receive  as  com- 
pensation therefor  the  sum  of  fifteen  Doilars  and  to  give  bonds  as  the  iaw 
directs. 

Alrxandbr  H.  Allen,  1  Seiectmen 
Austin  Wood,  t         of 

Samuel  W.  Gilbert.     )    Meudon. 

Nov,  3,  STATE   ELECTION. 

■  For  Governor,         N,  P.  Banks,  R,,  had  83  votes.     Eieuled. 

H.  J.  Gardner,  E.  N.,  had  5fl      " 
E.  D,  Beach,  D.,  had  41      " 

For  Lt.  Governor,  Eiiplialet  Trask,  R.,  had      81      " 
AleJ:^DeWitt,  K.  N.,had   54      " 
Alijert  Currier,  D,,  had        41      " 
Mr  GounciUor  for  District  No,  6 — Oharies  R.  Train,  R.,  Framingham,  had 
83  votes.     A.  A.  Lawrence,  D.,  Brooiiiine,  had  S2  votes.     A.  H.  Ward,  K, 
N.,  Newton,  had  40  votes. 

By  the-  XX,  and  XXI.  amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
ratified   by  the  people  May  1,   1857,  the  Commonwealth  was 
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divided  into  two  Inindred  and  forty  Represeii  fciitive  Districts  iiiid 
forty  Senatorial  Districts. 

Tliis  was  the  first  election  held  under  the  new  rule.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  result  in  the  several  towns  composing  the  Worcester 
Sonth  East  Senatorial  District,  viz: — 

J.  G.  Mctcalf,  B.     n.  B.  SlBplee,  D.     H.  S.  Moiipfldd.  K,  N. 
Men  don.  Mendon.  Blacketorii. 

Mcndoii 84  38  55 

ButtoD 196  65  67 

Blackstonc 136  1S6  145 

Douglass 90  15ti  TO 

Milford 350  323  210 

Norlhbridge 137  50  103 

Uxtridge 127  138  53 


The  twentieth  Worcester  Representative  District  comprised 
the  towns  of  Meudon  and  Uxbridge,  The  vote  in  Mendon  was 
m  follows,  viz: 

Samuel  W.  Scott,  Uxbridge,  R  ,  liad  83  votes.  C,  A,  Messenger,  Ux- 
bridge, K.  N..  iiad  49  votes.  Samuel  G.  Wilcox,  Mendon,  D,,  liad  39 
voles.     Samuel  W.  Scott  was  elected  in  the  District. 


1858,  Mareli  1.  After  voting  to  adopt  the  rejiorts  of  the 
Treasurer,  Selectmen,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts, the  Committee  on  Highways,  and  the  Committee  to 
Purchase  an  Asylum  for  the  Poor, 

David  Adams  was  chosen  Town  Clerk;  Andrew  H.  Eeed, 
Treasurer;  Stephen  Taft,  John  S.  Gaskill  and  Willard  H.  Swan, 
Selectmen,  and  George  Staples,  Constable.  Amariah  A.  Taft 
was  chosen  Collector  for  $34,00. 

Under  a  new  law  John  G.  Metealf  was  chosen  one  of  tlie 
School  Committee  for  three  years,  Samnel  W.  Gilbert  for  two 
years  and  Davis  Bills  for  one  yeai\ 

Voted  to  strike  the  eleventh  article  from  the  warrant,  which 
was  "i,'>  see  if  the  town  would  appropriate  the  surplus  revenue 
money  to  pay  for  the  Poor  Farm,"  recently  purchased  of  Millins 
A.  Taft. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1000  for  the  support  of 
■  schools. 
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Voted  to  I'iiiao  aud  appropriate  $500  for  the  sujipoi't  of  tlie. 
poor. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  *600  for  the  repair  of  roads 
and  bridges. 

Voted  to  I'aiae  and  appropriate  1500  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  that  the  Constable  have  $10  for  his  services  for  tLe 
year. 

Pei'iy  Wood,  Aaron  C.  Oook  and  Laban  Bates  were  clioseii  to 
snperinteud  the  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges. 

Taxes  were  foi-egone  to  the  amonnt  of  $121.94. 

Voted  to  accept  the  following  list  of  Jurors  presented  by  tlie 
Selectmen,  tiz: — 

David  Adams,  Lysander  Grow,  Aaron  C.  Cook,*  Steplien  Taft,*  Zalmou 
G.  Wood,  >VeIcome  Staples.*  Samuel  H,  Taft,  Amariali  A.  Taft^  M.  C. 
Guskill,  George  Staples,*  George  Bates,  Natlian  George,*  A.  H.  Freeman,* 
.  Laban  Bates,* Silas  Dudley,  Austin  Wood,  Elijah  Taft,*  R  M.  Wheelock,* 
O.  R.  Wheelock,  Alex'.  H.  Allen,*  Wm.  T.  Metcalf.* 

April  5.  Voted  that  the  Selectmen,  Treasnrer  and  Overseers 
of  the  Poor,  for  the  present  and  for  each  succeeding  year,  be 
insta'neted  to  complete  their  annual  reports  in  sufficient  season 
to  be  printed  and  ready  for  dietribntion  among  the  legal  voters 
of  the  town  three  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  the 
anunal  meeting;  and  to  lodge  a  sufficient  nnmber  of  copies  of 
their  reports,  bound  together,  at  the  Post  Office  at  South  Mil- 
ford  and  such  other  places  as  they  may  deem  convenient  for  the 
efu'ty  circulation  and  distribution  among  the  legal  votere  of  the 
town. 

May  1.  The  number  of  persons  liable  to  be  eni-oUed  in  the 
militia  in  the  town  was  returned  by  the  Assessors,  and  is  193. 

August  18.  Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  instructed  to  hire  a 
sum  of  money  not  to  exceed  $900,  at  6  per  cent.,  to  pay  town 
debts. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  give  the  Collector  an  indemnifying 
bond,  so  far  as  the  collection  of  the  dog  tax  is  concerned,  and 
that  the  Collector  proceed  forthwith  to  collect  uU  dog  taxes 
remaining  unpaid. 

Nov.  3.     Taxes  were  foregone  to  the  amount  of  $57.24. 
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STATE   ELECTION. 

For  Govoruoi',         N.  P.  Banks,  Waltham,  R..  had  SH  votes. 

Elected. 
Amos  A.  Lawrence,  Brookliue,  K.  N.,  had   30      " 
E.  D.  Beanh,  Springfield,  D.,  had  35      •■ 

For  Lt.  Governor,    E.  Ti'ask,  Springfield,  R.,  had  83      " 

Increase  Sumner,  G.  B.,  K.  N,,  liad  30      " 

Chas.  Thompson,  Oharlestown,  D.,  had       35     " 
The  caiirtidivtes  for  Seci'etiU'y  of  State,  Treasurer,  Aiiditor  utid 
Attorney  Greneral  hiid  the  same  number  of  votes  na  tlie  Governor, 
iind  were  elected. 

FOR   SENATOR,   WORCESTEK    SOUTH-EAST    DISTKICT, 

J.  a.  MetMlf,  R.        Alvln  Cook,  D.  Chaa.F  Clini>iii,  K.N. 
Mendon.  Uxbiit^e,  Mil  ford. 

BlMkstouc 101  18S  86 

Douglas Ifil  137  00 

Mendon 83  33  33    ,             ' 

Milford' 473  451  34 

Northhridge 157  51  44 

Sutton 163  43  13 

Uxbridge 191  115  S 

1417  1016  198 

ItepreaentaMvefor  the  TiuenUeth  WorcesUi-  Dktriei — AUusoq  S.  Freeinau, 
R,,  Mendon,  had  81  votes.  A.  H.  Heed,  K.  N..  Mendon,  liad  33  votes. 
Joshua  Garaide,  D, ,  Uxbridge,  had  35  votes.    A.  8.  Freeman  elected. 

For  Bepi'esffn(aUi)e  in  Congress — Chas.  Francis  Adams,  of  Quincy,  li., 
had  81  votes;  elected.  Moses  G.  Oobh,  of  Dorchester,  K.  N.,  had  31  votes. 
Arthur  W.  Austin,  of  W^t  Eoxbury,  D.,  had  35  votes. 

At  this  election  John  J.  Piper,  of  Fitehbarg,  was  chosen  Reg- 
ister of  Probate;  Alex'r.  H.  Wilder,  of  Worcester,  Register  of 
Deeds;  Anthony  Chase,  of  Worcester,  County  Treasurer,  and 
Asaph  Wood,  of  Gai'dner,  County  Commissioner. 

Dec.  4,  Alex'r.  H.  Alien  was  chosen  agent  to  defend  the  suit 
now  pending  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Donglns 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Meodou,  relative  to  fcho 
settlement  of  a  pauper. 


1859.     March  7.     The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Selectmen 
were  accepted  and  placed  on  file. 
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The  Export  of  the  Overseers  of  tlie  Poor  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and,  upon  motion  of  Alexander  H.  AJlen,  the  report  was  com- 
mitted to  three  auditors,  with  instructions,  with  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  report  at  the  next  toivn  meeting 
on  the  following  matter,  to  wit: — 

1.  The  specific  items  of  tlie  reported  expenditui'es  that  go  to  make  up 
the  sum  of  $111.37,  contained  in  tlieir  printed  report  as  the  cost  of  support- 
ing paupers  away  from  the  town  the  past  year. 

3.  The  specific  items  that  go  to  malte  up  the  sum  of  $S76,40,  as  the 
reported  cost  of  supporting  the  paupers  on  the  farm  tlie  past  year. 

3.  The  specific  items  that  go  to  malfe  up  the  sum  of  $400.07,  reported 
as  paid  on  hiils  contracted  last  year. 

t  The  specific  items  that  go  to  malte  up  the  sum  of  $399.07,  reported  as 
the  amount  of  produce  sold  from  the  farm  the  past  year, 

5.  Tlie  nature  and  amount  of  services  rendered  by  R.  H.  Harbncic,  for 
which  services  the  sum  of  $33.50  is  reported  to  have  been  paid. 

6.  The  amount  of  cash  paid  out  by  the  Overseers,  as  charged  in  their 
several  bills,  together  with  the  specific  items  of  services  rendered  by  said 
Overseers,  as  charged  in  their  report. 

Amariah  Taft,  John  S.  Qaskill  and  Arnold  Taft  were  then 
chosen  to  audit  the  report  of  the  Overseers  of  tlie  Poor,  pursuant 
to  the  foregoing  instructions. 

Chose  David  Adams,  Town  Clerk;  Alexander  H.  Reed,  Treas- 
urer; Seammell  Aldrieh,  Sumner  Ballou  and  Stephen  Taft, 
Selectmen;  Lewis  Wood,  John  M.  Fowter  and  Arnold  Taft, 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  George  W-  Thayer,  Constable. 

The  following  list  of  jurors  was  accepted  viz: — 

*Aaron  C.  Coolt,  "George  Staples,  *Amariah  A  Taft,  Samuel  H.  Taft, 
Silas  Dudley,  Orson  E.  Wheelock,  "Wm.  T.  Metcalf,  David  Adams,*  Labitn 
Bales,  *Weicome  Staples,  Austin  Wood,  Zalmon  G.  Wood,  Saml.  G.  Wil- 
cox, Enos  T.  Albee,  "Elijah  Tftft,'Ezekiel  P.  Gaskiil,  *Stephen  Taft,  John 
S.  Gaskill,  George  Bates,  *Jason  Staples,  *Andrus  Wlieelock. 

April  4.  Heai-d  the  Report  of  the  Auditors  chosen  to  investi- 
gate the  Eepoi-t  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  voted  the  same 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Alanson  S.  Freeman  was  elected  School  Committee  for  three 
years. 

Chose  Elijah  Dewing  Collector  of  Taxes,  and  he  to  liave  $25 
for  his  services. 
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Peri-y  Wood,  Aaron  C.  Cook  and  Laban  Bates  were  again  cliosen 
to  superintend  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges. 

The  Report  of  the  Auditors  of  the  Overseers'  Report  was  taken 
from  the  table,  and  then  voted  that  they  have  further  time  and 
report  at  the  next  town  meeting. 

May  9.  Heard  the  Auditors  i-eport,  as  above,  and  then  voted 
that  the  Auditors  be  discharged  from  any  further  duties. 

Then  voted  that  John  G.  Metoalf,  Arnold  Taft  and  Elijah 
Dewing  be  Auditors  to  examine  the  Report  of  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  and  make  their  report  at  a  future  meeting. 

Taxes  were  foregone  to  the  amount  of  133.31. 

Upon  motion  of  John  G.'  Metcalf  the  following  By-Law,  con- 
ceniing  Dogs,  was  adopted,  viz; 

Pursuant  to  the  fourteenth  section  of  an  a«t  "concerning  Dogs,"  ap- 
proved April  6,  1858,  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  do  ordain 
and  establish  the  following  additional  By-Law,  viz; 

Section  1.  All  Dogs  owned  or  kept  in  the  town  of  Mendon  ahall  wejtr  a 
strong  and  sufficient  muzzle  made  &f  iron  wire. 

Section  3.  Any  person  may,  and  every  Police  Officer  and  Oonstalile  shall 
kill,  or  cause  to  he  destroyed,  all  Dogs  going  at  large  and  not  muzzled  ac- 
cording to  the  foregoing  section. 

Section  3,  Every  Police  Officer  and  Constable  refusing  or  neglecting  to 
perform  the  duties  imposed  by  the  preceding  section,  shtdl  be  punished  by 
a  tine  not  exceeding  ten  dollars,  which  shall  be  paid  into  the  town  treasury. 

Section  4,  Whoever  keeps  a  Dog,  not  muzzled  according  to  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  By-Law,  shall  forfeit  the  sura  of  ten  dollars  to  be  recovered  to 
the  use  of  the  town. 

Section  5.  This  By-Law  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  the  sixteenth 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1859. 

Voted  that  the  committee  lieretofore  chosen  to  repair  the  Town 
Hall,  be  authorized  to  purchase  suitable  furniture  for  the  same. 

The  twenty-third  article  of  amendment  to  the  Oonstittttionof 
tlie  State,  "  defining  the  right  to  vote  and  the  eligibility  to  office 
of  persons  of  foreign  birth,"  having  been  adopted  by  the  Uen- 
eral  Court  of  1858  and  1859,  was  ratified  by  tlic  following  vote: 

Yeas  39.     Nays  36. 

The  number  of  men  liable  to  enrollment  wasfoitnd  to  be  1153. 

Nov.  8.  Voted  that  the  Overseei-s  of  the  Poor  be  dii'ected  to 
use  their  host  eiidcavonrs  for  tlie  removal  of  iVIary  Marsh,  now  in 
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the  Insane  Hospital,  at  Woreeator,  to  the  Asylum  for  the  Poor, 
in  the  town  of  Mcndoii. 

Taxes  were  foregone  to  the  amount  of  154, 75, 

The  Auditors  chosen  May  9,  to  examine  the  Eepoi't  of  th(^ 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  having  read  their  report,  it  was 

Voted  that  the  same  be  embodied  in  the  annual  printed  report 
of  the  Selectmen. 

STATE   ELECTION, 
For  Governor,         N,  P,  Banks,  Waltham,  R.,  liad    63  votes.     Elected. 

BenJ.F.  Butler,  Lowell,  D.,  had    81     ■' 
For  Lt.  Governor,  Eliphalet  Trask,  Springfield,  had  63     " 

8.  0.  Bemis,  Springfield,  had        83      " 

The  ballots  for  other  State  and  County  offieers  varied  but  little 
from  the  numbers  cast  for  Governor. 


",  Bistriet  No.  8— Aaron  0.  Mayhew,  of  Milford,  R.  had  63 
votes.    A.  H.  "Ward,  of  Newton,  D.,  had  80  votes. 

For  Senator,  South-east  Worcmter  HUtriet — Simon  Woodbury,  of  Button, 
E.,  had  68  voles.    Alvin  Cook,  of  Uxbridge,  D.,  had  81  votes. 

Alvin  Cook  elected  by  17  over  Simon  Woodbury. 

Mr  Bepi-esentatvoe  to  Ow  General  Gourt,  JHatriel  So.  30 — Scott  Seagrav^, 
Uxbridge,  R,  Lad  61  votes.  Sumner  Ballou,  Mendon,  D.,  had  86  votes, 
and  elected. 


i860.  March  5.  Chose  David  Adams,  Town  Clerk;  Sumner 
Ballon,  Henry  A.  Aldrich  and  Ales'r  H.  Allen,  Selectmen;  John 
Of.  Metcalf,  Treasurer;  A.  H.  Allen,  School  Committee  for  three 
years,  and  George  W.  Thayer,  Constable,  and  to  be  allowed  110 
for  his  services. 

Voted  that  the  Ti'easurer  be  allowed  $10  for  liis  services. 

Voted  that  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  be  allowed  *6  eaJ3h  foi' 
their  services. 

John  8,  Gaskill,  Solomon  Pratt  and  Lewis  Stone  were  chosen 
Agents  to  snporintend  the  repair  of  roads  and  bridges. 

Voted  that  the  Board  of  Assessors  consist  of  three  persons,  to  be 
voted  for  on  one  ballot.  A  few  votes  having  been  eaet,  it  was 
discovered  by  the  presiding  officer  that  the  votei-s  were  not  voting 
for  the  persons  that  they  designed  to  vote  for,  therefore  it  was 
voted  "Tliat  the  contents  of  the  ballot-box  he  poured  out,  and 
commence  iigain  to  vote  for  ^ 
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Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  HOOO  for  tlie  suppoi-t  of  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropnafce  1500  for  the  support  of  the 
poor. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $600  for  repairs  of  highways 
and  bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  llOOO  foi-  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  that  all  taxes  paid  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in 
December  shall  be  entitled  to  10  per  cent,  discount. 

March  31.  Voted  to  accept  the  report  of  the  committee  chosen 
to  repair  and  furnish  the  Town  Hall,  and  that  it  be  placed  on 
file. 

The  reports  of  the  Liquor  Agent  and  Highway  Surveyors 
(agents)  were  also  accepted  and  placed  on  file. 

Voted  to  strike  the  eighth  article  from  the  wan-ant,  "^o  see 
if  the  town  will  alter  the  mode  of  dividing  the  school  money." 

Voted  to  strike  the  foui-teenth  article  from  the  waiTant,  "To 
see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  equal  to 
one  dollar,  more  or  less,  for  each  poll,  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing a  Public  Library  for  the  use  of  the  town." 

Voted  to  strike  out  the  fifteenth  article  of  the  waiTant,  "To 
see  if  the  town  will  instruct  the  Liquor  Agent  not  to  sell  any 
spirituous  and  intoxicating  liquors  to  any  except  an  inhabitant 
of  the  town,  and  also  to  prosecute  all  cases  of  fraud  and  deceji- 
tion  employed  to  obtain  liquor  from  him." 

Voted  to  accept  the  list  of  Jurors,  as  follows,  vizr 

•Welcome  Staples,  ■*'Wm.  T.  Metcalf,  "JasoQ  Staples,  *E)ijali  Taft, 
*8tephett  Taft,  *Aiidrua  Wlieelock,  David  Adams,  Enos  T.  Albec,  Zalmon 
G.  Wood,  "George  Staples.  John  S.  Gaskill,  Ezekiel  T.  Gaskill,  Gilbei't 
Cook,  Sumner  Ballou,  *Ira  W.  Cook,  0,  R.  Wheelock,  *8eth  H.  Haywaid, 
Ellas  T.  Bates,  Waterman  Taft,  Jolm  R,  Hayward,  M.  C.  Gaskill. 

The  XSVth  and  XXVIth  Articles  of  Amendment  to  the  State 
Constitution,  in  regai'd  to  vacancies  in  the  Senate  and  Council, 
were  ratified  as  follows,  viz: 

XXV.  Article.    Yeas  IS.    Nays  4.     XXVt  Article,    Teas  13.    Nays  3. 

April  3T.  This  day  the  Selectmen  appointed  David  Adams, 
Liquor  Agent,  and  fixed  his  salary  at  $30.00. 

June  30.  Alanson  Taft  wsia  appointed  Collector  of  Taxes, 
and  to  be  paid  $34.50,  he  being  the  lowest  bidder. 
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Voted  tliiit  the  Selectmen  be  instnteted  to  enforce  the  Uw 
(porsaant  to  an  act  of  the  General  Court),  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  Contagious  Diseases  among  Cattle,"  to  its  full 
extent. 

The  List  of  persons  enrolled  in  the  militia  May  1,  1860,  an 
certified  by  the  Assessors,  was  found  to  be  ISO. 

Nov.  6.  PRESIDENTIAL   ELECTION. 

Electors  at  Lutiye— George  Mowry,  Boston,  R.,  had  lo7  votus,  li.  A, 
Chapman.  Bpringfleld,  R,  liad  157  votes.  Scattering,  8  voles.  Ishhc  Da- 
vis, Worcester,  D. ,  had  47  votes.  Charles  Huljniir,  I*e,  D. ,  liad  47  votea. . 
Scattering  8  votes. 

District  No.  1,  District  No,  7. 

Alfred  Macy,  Nantucket,  R 157    George  Cockrane,  Metliueu,  1{,..157 

Alex' Baxter,  Yarmouth,  D 47    G.  W.  Dike,  Stoneliam,  D 47 

No.  2.  No  8. 

J.  M.  Mitcliell,  E,  Bridgewater.K.  157    Jno.  Nesmith,  Lowell,  R 157 

B.  G.  Ohaae,  Scimeraet,  D 47    Ambrose  Sloper,  Naticfc,  D 47 

No.  3.  No.  9. 

Jno.M.  ForbeH.  Milton,  R 157    Amasa  Walkei',  N.Brookfield,  R.157 

Henry  A.  Aldricii,  Mendon,  D..  47    Levi  Barker,  Worcester,  D 47 

No.  4.  No.  10. 

CliasB.  Hall,  Boston,  R 1S7    Clias.  Field,  Atliol,  R 157 

W.J.  Reynolds,  Roxbury,D....  47    S.  C.  Bemis,  Springfield,  D 47 

No.  5.  No.  11. 

P.  W.  Chandler,  Boston,  R 157    Ohag.  Mattooii,  Greenfield,  R..,.137 

K   8.  Chaffee.  Cambridge,  D. . . .  47    Pbineas  Allen,  Pittsfield,  D 47 

No.  6. 
John  G.  Whittier,  Amesbury,  R.  157 
George  Upton,  Salem,  D 47 

Pbi'  l^i'esen.tatm  in  (hngregs,  TMrd  District. — Charles  Francis  Adams, 
Quincy,  liad  154  votes;  elected.    Leverett  Saltonstall,  Newton,  bad  61 

STATE   ELECTION.       . 
For  Governor,  John  A.  Andrew,  Boston,  R,,  had  153  votes. 

Elected. 
E.  D.  Beach,  Springfield,  D.,  had  47     " 

ForLt.  Governor,    John  Z.  Goodrich,  Stockbridge,  R,  had  152     " 
Ohas.  Thomijson,  Charlestown,  D.,  had    47      " 
Candidates  for  other  State  officers  had  about  the  same  number 
of  ballots. 

Mr  Senator,  Woreeiter  SoutkreaM  DUtrict — Winsiow  Battles,  Milford,  R, 
bad  146  votes;  elected,    Francis  Deane,  Uxbridge,  D.,  had  68  votes. 
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BepresenUitkie  to  ffw  ffenerai  Oourt,  DigiiHct  So.  XX. — Newell  Tj'lur, 
Uxbridge,  R,  liad  154  votes.  OirdonB,  Spaulding,  Usbridge,  D.,  had  58 
votes.    Newell  Tyler  was  elected  by  300  majority. 

Sept,  Perambulations  of  the  vai'ions  town  iinea  with  tlie  iid- 
joining  towns  were  msMie  during  the  month  by  the  Selectmen. 


l86l.  March  4.  Chose  for  Town  Clerk,  David  Adiims;  Alex- 
ander H.  Alien,  Henry  A.  Aldrieh  and  Austin  Wood,  Selectmen ; 
JohnG.  Metcall,  Treasurer  and  Scliool  Committee  for  tlireeyetirs; 
George  W.  Thayer,  Constable,  and  Aaron  C.  Coob,  Colleetoi', 
at  $23.00. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1000  for  the  support  of 
schools. 

Voted  to  raise  and  iippropriato  1500  for  tlic  sup])ort  of  tlie 
poor. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  1700  for  repair  of  roads  and 


Voted  to  liaise  and  appropriate  11000  for  incidental  expenses. 

Taxes  were  foregone  to  the  amount  of  $30.64. 

Voted,  upon  motion  of  Alanson  S.  Freeman,  that  all  taxes 
paid  before  the  first  day  of  July,  of  the  present  year,  shidi  be 
entitled  to  an  abatement  of  6  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  so 
paid;  all  taxes  paid  before  the  first  day  of  August  to  5  per  cent, ; 
all  before -the  first  day  of  September  to  i  per  cent.;  all  before - 
the  first  day  of  October  to  3  per  cent. ;  all  before  the  flret  day  of 
November  to  3  percent,,  and  aU  before  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber to  1  per  cent. ;  and  all  taxes  remaining  unpaid  on  tiie  first 
day  of  December  the  Collector  is  hereby  instructed  to  collect 
forthwith. 

Voted  to  adopt  the  second  section,  Oha]iter  83,  of  the  General 
Statutes,  as  follows,"  vi^: 

"  Whoever  takes  or  catches  any  Pickerel  or  Trout  in  any  lii vers.  Streams 
or  Ponds,  la  auy  other  manner  thaa  by  hooks  and  lines,  or  take«  or  catches 
any  Pickerel  from  the  lat  day  of  December  to  the  1st  day  of  May,  shall 
forfeit  one  dollar  for  every  pickerel  or  trout  so  taken,  and  If  he  is  a  minor 
his  guardian  shall  be  liable  to  said  forfeiture." 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  hire' a  sufficient 
snm  of  money  to  pay  Millins  A.  Taft  the  note  he  holds  against 
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tlie  town,  (for  the  Poor  Farm,)  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  6  per 

Tlie  reports  of  tlie  Treasurer,  Seleotmeii,  Oyereeers  of  tlie 
Poor,  Highway  Surveyors  and  Liquor  Agent  were  severally  read 
and  accepted. 

The  number  of  persons  between  the  ages  of  18  aud  45,  and 
liable  to  enrollment  in  the  militia,  was  found  to  be  186. 

Nov.  FOR  KRPRBSBNTATIVB  IN  CONGRESS,  THIRD  DISTRICT. 

Hon.  Chai'les  Francis  Adams,  having  been  appointed  Minister 
to  England,  a  meeting  was  held  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  his 
resignation,  and  with  the  followiiig  result,  via: — 

Benjamin  P.  Thomas,  of  West  Eoxljury,  R.,  had  37  votes.     Elected. 

Eleazer  Beal,  of  Raodolph,  D.,  had  1  vote. 

Upon  motion  of  Dr.  John  Gf.  Metcalf,  the  following  votes 
were  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mention,  fully  according  with 
the  senlimeata  of  loyalty  ancl  patriotism  which  find  such  unparalleled 
unanimity  of  expresaion  in  ali  the  States  still  true  to  the  Union  and  the 
Constitution,  and  fully  believing  it  to  he  their  duty  to  use  all  the  means  in 
tlieir  power  lo  sustain  the  Government  of  the  United  States  until  the  pres- 
ent unprovoked  and  wicked  rebellion  against  its  rightful  authority  is 
effectually  overcome, 

Therefore  voted  that  the  sum  of  Five  thousand  dollars  he  raised  and  ap- 
propriated, and,  if  necessary,  the  same  be  applied,  under  the  directiou  of 
the  Selectmen,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  one  dollar  per  week  for  the  aid  of 
the  wife  and  the  sum  of  one  dollar  per  week  for  the  aid  of  each  of  Uie 
children,  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  of  any'  of  Uieir  inhabitants  who,  as  a 
member  of  tfie  volunteer  militia  of  this  State  may  have  been  mustered  into 
or  enlisted  in  tlie  service  of  the  United  Slates;  and  the  further  sum  of  one 
dollar  per  week  for  each  parent,  brother,  sister  or  child  who,  at  the  time  of 
his  enlistment,  was  dependent  on  him  for  support. 

This  vote  wae  based  upon  Chapter  223  of  the  Acts  of  1861, 
passed  May  23,  1861,  being  "  An  Act  in  aid  of  the  families  of 
Vohmteei's,"  &c. 

Voted  that  the  Ti'easucer  is  liereby  authoiized  and  directed,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  assessment  and  collection  of  the  s^d  sum  of  live  tliousand  dollars, 
whenever  Uiereto  notified,  in  writing,  by  the  Selectmen,  to  hire  in  behalf 
of  the  town,  such  sums  of  money  as  the  Selectmen  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  judge  necessaiy  to  carry  into  effect  the  preceding  vote,  not  to  exceed, 
in  the  whole,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars. 
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Voted  that  the  Treasiirer  be  authorized  to  hire  a  sum,  not  to 
exceed  five  hundred  doHai-e,  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the 
town. 

Nov.  5.  STATE    BLBOTTON. 

For  Governor,         John  A.  Andrew,  Boston,  R.,  hud  88  votes.  Elected. 

Isaac  Davis,  Worcester,  D.,  had  59      " 

For  Lt,  (Joveruor,  Jolm  Nesmith,  Lowell,  R.,  had  87     " 

Edwin  C  Bailey,  Boston,  D.,  had  59      " 

The  other  State  and  County  officers,  except  those  of  Council- 
lor, Clerk  of  the  Courts  and  Register  of  Deeds,  had  about  the 
same  number  of  votes  as  the  Governor.  The  votes  for  James 
Eitchie  for  Councillor,  for  Joseph  Mason,  Clerk  of  the  Courts, 
and  for  Alexander  H,  Wilder,  for  Register  of  Deeds,  were  unaui- 

For  Be^eeentative  to  the  General  Court  20</s  District — William  T.  Metcalf, 
Mendon,  B.,  had  83  votes.  Sumner  Bailou,  Mendoo,  D.,  Jifld  68  votes. 
George  Cisco,  Mendon,  had  1  vote, 

Wm.  T.  Metcalf  chosen  hy  103  majority  in  the  district. 


.  1862.  March  3.  The  Reports  of  the  Town  Offiuors  were  read 
and  severally  adopted. 

David  Adams  was  chosen  Town  Clerk;  John  G.  Metcalf, 
Treasurer;  Alexander  H.  AUen,  Heniy  A,  Aldrich  and  Austin 
Wood,  Selectmen;  George  W.  Thayer,  Constable;  Alaneon  S. 
Fi-eeman,  School  Committee  for  three  yeai-s,  and  Francis  E. 
Wheelock,  Collector,  at  *38.00. 

Voted  to  mse  and  appropriate  1800  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropnate  $500  for  the  support  of  the 
poor. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $600  for  repair  of  roads  and 


Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $800  for  incidental  expenses. 

A  motion  was  made  and  lost  to  repair  the  roads  and  bridges  as 
last  year,  that  is,  the  highway  appropriation  to  be  paid  in  money, 
and  the  same  expended  under  the  direction  of  Agents. 

It  was  then  voted  that  the  appropriation  for  repair  of  roads 
and  bridges  be  assessed  and  be  paid  in  labor  and  materials. 

Voted  that  ten  cents  an  hour  be  allowed  for  a  man  and  the 
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same  for  a  cart  and  oxen,  and  five  cents  an  hour  for  a  plough 
while  in  use. 

The  following  persons  were  chosen  Surveyors  of  Highways  in 
the  several  Districts  into  which  the  town  was  formerly  divided, 
viz: 

District  I.  Joseph  Cummings;  District  3,  Leonard  Taft;  District  S,  Fras. 
P.  Taft;  District  4,  Lewis  Stone;  District  S,  MHton  Aldrich;  District  6, 
George  Mowrey;  District  7,  Liitiier  B.  Taft;  District  8,  Benjamin  Bates; 
District  8,  Christopher  Daniels;  District  10,  William  Wood;  District  11, 
Eli  Bates;  Districl  13,  John  S.  Gaskill;  DisUlct  18,  Lyinan  Darling. 

Taxes  to  the  amount  of  $105.36  were  then  foregone. 

Voted  that  the  same  abatements  be  made  in  the  payment  of 
taxes  as  last  yeai-,  provided  the  Collector  shall  satisfy  the  Ti'eas- 
arer  that  the  abatements  have  been  made  to  the  persons  whose 
tiixes  have  been  paid. 

Voted  that  Mi-s.  Catharine  Taft  (she  having  received  no  tidings 
from  her  hiisband  for  many  years)  be  regarded,  in  fntnre,  in  the 
matter  of  the  assessment  of  taxes  on  her  real  estate,  as  a  AVidow, 
thus  exempting  her  estate  from  taxation  to  the  amount  of  iive 
hundred  dollars. 
.  The  following  list  of  Jurors  was  accepted,  viz: 

Silas  Dudley,  Wm.  T.  Metcalf,*  David  Adams,  Euos  T.  Albee.  Ira  W. 
Cook,*CharleH  Fletcher,  John  R.  Hay  ward,  Micajah  C.  Gaakill,  Davis  Bills, 
Willai'd  Wilcox,  Aaron  C.  Cook,*  Eli  Bal«s,  Alanson  Taft,  R.  M.  Whee- 
lock,*. Orson  R.  Wheelock,  Perry  Wood,  E.  P.  Gaskill.  Gilbert  Oaskill, 
Philo  W.  Brown. 

June  6,  The  number  of  persons  liable  to  enrollment,  as  re- 
turned by  the  Assessors  this  day,  was  185. 

July  21.  Order  No.  26  of  Gov.  Andrew,  calling  upon  the 
town  to  fumisli  eighteen  recruits,  as  its  quota  to  answer  the  call 
of  the  President  for  300,000  men,  being  under  consideration. 

The  following  Preamble  and  Resolutions  were  offered  by  Dr. 
John  G.  Metcalf,  which,  after  amending  the  second  resolution, 
by  mating  the  bounty  one  hundred  and  fifty  instead  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  were  almost  unauiraously  adopted: 

Wiereas,  the  States  of  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Ala- 
bama, Florida,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas.  Mississippi,  and  portions  of 
Tennessee  and  Virginia  are  now  in  open  and  flagrant  rebellion  against  the 
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GoYernment  of  the  United  States,  with  tlie  avowed  intention  of  substitut- 
ing in  its  stead  a  government  based  on  Human  Slavery ;  and 

Whe^'eas,  the  President  of  the  United  States  (Abraham  Lincoln),  in  tiie 
discharge  of  his  official  duty,  and  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  said  Rebel- 
lion to  a  speedy  close,  and  tlierehy  re-establishing  the  supremacy  of  the 
Government  over  Umse  portions  of  the  country  now  held  by  the  armed  oc- 
cupation of  Rebels  and  Traitors,  has  issued  his  call  for  three  hundred 
thousand  volunteera,  to  reinforce  the  ai'mies  of  the  Union  now  in  the  field ; 

Wlterau,  a  prompt,  unhesitating  and  patriotic  response  to  the  call  of  the 
President  will  be  the  surest  means  to  accomplish  the  ceilain  and  triumphant 
overtlu'ow  of  the  present  wicked  and  inexcusable  reljellion,  tlierefore 

1.  Besalmd,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  in  town  meet- 
ing legally  assembled,  do  hereby  solemnly  and  unitedly,  with  ail  the  means 
which  God  has  placed  in  our  hands,  pledge  ourselves  to  sustain  said  call; 
and,  to  that  end.  will  use  our  utmost  endeavors  to  furnish  the  quota  of 
volunteers  allotted  them  by  Order  No.  36,  of  the  Governor  of  this  Common- 
wealth, in  the  shortest  possible  period  of  time. 

3,  Besokted,  that,  having  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  pati-iotism  of  its 
citizens,  but  taMng  into  consideration  the  great  and  increasing  demand  for 
labor  at  the  present  iuncture,  and  aa  the  present  Is  a  season  of  the  year 
when,  especially  in  an  agricultural  community,  men  cannot  so  readily  fore- 
go their  ordinaiy  avocations,  the  Town  do  hereby  promise  to  pay  a  Bounty 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  each,  to  such  able  bodied  volunteers  ».■< 
shall  promptly  enlist  into  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the 
call  above  mentioned. 

3.  BesohjeS,  that  the  Ti-easurer  of  the  Town,  in  its  behalf  and  upon  a 
pledge  of  its  credit,  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  empowered  and 
directed  to  hire  a  sufficient  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  twenty-seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  doDai's,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  bounties  aa  provided 
in  the  preceding  section. 

4.  Seadved,  tliat  when  any  number  of  pei'sons,  not  exceeding  eighteen 
in  number,  shall  volunteer  tlieir  services  to  make  up  the  quota  required  of 
this  town,  by  the  order  before  mentioned,  and  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to 
the  Selectmen  that  such  persons  have  been  duly  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  they  are  hereby  directed  to  make  out  and  give  to  each 
of  such  persons  as  shall  volunteer  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  August 
next,  or  to  some  one  by  them,  in  writing,  authorized  to  receive  it,  au  order 
on  the  Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  and  to  such 
as  shall  volunteer  after  that  date,  to  fill  up  the  quota  required,  or  !o  any 
one,  by  them,  in  writing,  authorized  to  I'eceive  it,  an  order  on  the  Treasurer 
for  one  hundred  dollars. 

5.  Seadwd,  that  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  are  hei'eby  requested  to 
conunuuicale,  if  necessary,  with  the  proper  authorities,  and  to  use  their 
best  endeavors  to  place  in  Camp  John  E.  Wool,  at  Worcester,  at  the  eailiest 
practicable  day,  the  full  complement  of  volunteers  allotted  to  this  town. 
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6.  Bssoked,  that  we  remember  with  emof  f  th  p  f  d  t  grat" 
tilde,  the  unselftsli  aad  patriotic  sacrifices  of  th  wh  li  g  n  tf  m 
our  midst,  to  do  battle  wilii  traitors,  for  tl  p  at  n  f  u  d  t 
rights  its  freemen;  and,  as  tlie  most  sigDiflcant  adpatal  pessu  t 
that  gratitude,  we  hereby  pledge  our  utmo  t  and  un  te  1  fC  Is  nt  1  th 
speedy  and  efiicient  reinforcement  of  the  aim  u  wh  h  tl  y  ar  n 
shall  be  fully  accomplished. 

7.  Besoked.  that  we  affectionately  tender  to  tlie  relatives  and  friends  of 
George  W.  Wilcox,  Samuel  Hall,  Juha  F.  Pickering  and  Alanson  Bath- 
rick,  Volunteers  from  this  town,  and  who  Iiave  laid  down  their  lives  in  the 
present  conflict,  the  warmest  expression  of  our  condolence  and  sympathy, 
commending  them,  in  their  bereavement,  to  the  care  and  keeping  of  Him 
who  doeth  all  things  well. 

8.  Bemlmd,  that  we  heartily  endorse  the  I'ecent  legislation  of  Congress, 
whereby  a  bill  "  To  suppress  insurrection,  to  punish  Treason  and  Rebel- 
lion, to  seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of  Rebelsand  for  other  purposes," 
has  become  the  law  of  the  land;  and  believing  it  can  be  iised  as  the  most 
efficient  means  to  overthrow  rebellion  and  restore  peace  to  Uie  countiy,  we 
hereby  invoke  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  carry  the  same  into  full 
and  immediate  effect. 

Voted,  oil  motion  of  Alexander  H.  Allen,  that  out  of  the 
money  appropriated  by  the  town,  by  a  vote  passed  Jitne  11, 
1861,  (for  raising  five  thousand  dollars,)  to  aid  the  families  of 
volunteers  from  this  town,  the  Selectmen  pay  the  widow  and 
children  of  any  deceased  volunteer  the  sum  per  month  they 
would  be  entitled  to  receive  nuder  said  vote,  and  the  Treastirer 
be  directed  to  provide  funds  to  pay  the  same  as  specified  in  said 
vote, 

August  19.  Voted  that  the  town  offer  a  bounty  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars  to  each  pel^3on  who  may  volunteer  and  bo  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  fill  up  the  quota  which 
may  be  allotted  to  the  town  of  Mendon  iu  the  draft  of  300,000 
nien  lately  ordered  by  the  President. 

Voted  that  the  town  raise  and  appropriate  a  sufScient  sum  of 
money  to  pay  to  each  person,  who  may  volunteer  and  be  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  States  to  fill  np  the  quota 
which  may  be  allotted  to  the  town  of  Mendon  in  the  draft  of 
300,000  men  lately  ordered  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  sum  of  1300. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  issue  their  order  to 
the  Treasurer  to  pay  the  sum  of  $300  to  each  person  who  may 
volunteer  to  fill  up  the  quota,  .as  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
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vote,  upon  satisfactory  evidence  that  such  volunteer  has  been 
mnatered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  reqnested  to  use  their  endeavours 
to  procure  a  sufficient  number  of  volunteers  to  fill  up  the  quota 
before  mentioned,  and  for  this  purpose,  if  they  see  fit,  they  are 
hereby  empowered  and  authorized  to  appoint  an  agent  to  act  in 
their  behalf,  aud  under  their  dii'ection. 

August  30.  The  vote  passed  at  a  town  meeting  held  August 
19th,  inat.,  "to  raise  a,nd  appropriate  a  sufficient  sum, of  money 
&c.,"  was  now  reconsidered,  and  the  following  substitute  was 
adopted,  vizi — 

Voted  to  authorize,  empower  and  direct  tlie  Trensurer,  in  behalf  of  the 
town  and  upon  a  pledge  of  its  credit,  to  hire  a  sufficient  ■sum  ot  money  to 
pay  to  eacli  person  who  may  volunteer  (and  be  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,)  to  till  tlie  quota  of  Uiis  town  which  may  be  allotted  to 
it  under  the  Order  of  the  President  for  a  draft  of  300,000  men,  the  snm  of 
$300. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  issue  their  order  to  the  Treaaurer 
of  the  Town,  to  pay  the  aum  of  f  200  to  each  person  who  may  volunteer  to 
fill  up  the  quota  as  mentioned  in  the  preceding  vole,  upon  satisfactory 
evidence  that  such  volunteer  has  been  mustered  itito  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

October  1,  It  having  been  now  ascertained  that  the  (juota  for 
Mendon,  in  tlie  draft  for  1300,000  men,  ordered  by  the  Presi- 
dent, was  twenty-eight  in  number,  and  inasmuch  as  it  was  in- 
tended to  pay  bounties  only  to  those  who  should  be  credited  to 
the  town  of  Mendon,  the  following  votes  were  now  passed: 

Voted  that  the  town  will  pay  the  sum  of  $300  each  to  those  who  have  or 
may  volunteer  and  be  sworn  and  mustered  int»  the  service  of  the  United 
Bta1«a  for  nine  months,  pursuant  to  the  late  call  of  the  President,  not  ex- 
ceeding 38  in  number,  pivvided  it  shall  appear  that  such  peraons  will  be 
credited  to  the  town  of  Mendon. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  instructed  and  authorized  to  hire  a  sufficient 
sum  of  money  to  pay  1300  to  each  one  wiio  has  or  may  volunteer  and  be 
sworn  and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  not  exceeding  38 
in  number,  proviiM,  it  shall  appear  that  they  will  be  ci-ec!it«d  to  the  town  of 
Mendon. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  issue  their  orders  pursuant  to 
tlie  pi-eceding  vot«s. 

October  9.     At  this  meeting  two  letters  were  received  from 
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Alexander  H.  Allen  and  Henry  A.  Aldrich,  resigning  tlicir  of- 
fices as  Selectmen. 

Voted  that  said  letters  be  placed  on  file. 

Voted  to  choose  two  selectmen  on  one  bidlot  to  (ill  the  vacan- 
cies occasioned  hy  the  resignations  of  A.  H.  Allen  and  H.  A. 
Aldrich. 

John  G.  Metcalf  and  Ira  W.  Cook  were  chosen  Selectmen. 

STATE   ELECTION. 

For  Governor,         Jolia  A.  Andrew,  Boston,  R.,  had     128  votes.  Elected. 

do.  Chaa.  Devens,  Worcester,  D.,  had      55     " 

For  Lt.  Goveruor,  Joel  Hayden,  Williamsburg,  R.,  had  138     " 

Thos.  F.  Plunkett,  Pittsfield,  D, ,  had  55     " 

All  the  other  candidates  for  State  and  County  offices,  except 
the  District  Attorney  and  County  Commissioner,  received  just 
the  same  number  of  votes  as  were  cast  lor  the  candidates  for 
Governor. 

P.  Emory  Aldrich,  of  Woi'cester,  for  District  Attorney,  and 
Amory  Holman,  of  Boston,  for  County  Commissioner,  had  all 
the  votes  cast,  183  iu  number,  each, 

Fbr  Senator,  Winxester  B}uth-eaal  Dialrici — William  R.  Hill,  ot  Sutton, 
R,,  had  138  votes;  (elected).      Wairen  Hunt,  of  Douglas,  D.,  had  55  votes. 

.Pbr  BepresenfafiDe  to  the  &mie^-ai  C<nii%  District  No.  XX— William  C.  Car 
pron,  of  Uxbridge,  R.  had  137  votes.  Charles  E.  Wbitin,  of  Uxbridge,  B., 
had 56  vot«s.  Wm.  C.  Oapron  liad  in  the  District  (Mendon  and- Usbridge,) 
131  majority. 


1863.  March  a.  Chose  David  Adams,  Town  Clerk;  Alex- 
ander II,  Allen,  Henry  0.  Steward  and  John  S.  Gaskill,  Select- 
men; John  G.  Metcalf,  Treasurer;  George  W.  Thayer,  Constable; 
Ira  W.  Cook,  Collector,  at  $34.75,  and  Davis  Bills,  School  Com- 
mittee  for  three  jeai-s. 

Voted  to  choose  thirteen  Highway  Surveyors. 

Voted  the  highways  and  bridges  be  repaired  the  same  as  last 
yeai-. 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  1336.46. 

Voted  that  the  town  do  not  abolish  the  School  Districts,  Tliis 
vote  was  taken  pursuant  to  section  4,  Chap.  39,  of  the  General 
Statutes,  which   required  that  the  question  of  abolishing  the 
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School  Districts  should  be  acted  on  by  the  towns  once  in  three 
yeai-s. 
The  following  list  of  Jurors  was  adopted,  viz: 

Alexander  H,  Allen,*  David  Adams,  M.  C.  Gaskill,  Wm.  T.  Metcalf,* 
Willard  Wilcox,  Aaron  C.  Cook,*  Eli  Bates*  Alansou  Taft,  Perry  Wood, 
Gilbert  QaBkiil.  Adoniram  J.  Dawley,*  Jolm  8.  Gaskill,  Andre  8outhwick, 
Henry  O.  Steward,  Austin  Wood,  Laban  Bates,  David  W.  Bennett,  Aq- 
drew  H,  Reed,  Lions  B.  Staples,*  Nathl.  A.  Inman,  Austin  A.  Taft. 

Voted  that  the  Treasui'er  be  authorized  to  hire  a  sum  of  money, 
not  exceeding  $600,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of  the  taxes. 

Voted  to  discontinue  a  road  laid  out  by  the  County  Commis- 
sioners, August  23,  1860,  upon  the  petition  of  Joseph  Onni- 
mings. 

Chose  a  Highway  Surveyor  for  eaeh  of  the  tliii-toen  Highway 
Districts. 

Voted  that  all  taxes  paid  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July 
shall  he  entitled  to  a  discount  of  six  per  cent.,  and  that  all  taxes 
remaining  unpaid  on  the  first  day  of  December,  shall  be  put  in 
l)rocess  of  collection  by  law,  and  that  the  town  will  indemnify 
the  Collector  for  the  costs  of  such  collection. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  1800  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  1500  for  the  support  of  the 
poor. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $600  for  repair  of  highways 
and  bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  1900  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1000  for  interest  on  the  town 
debt. 

April  6.  On  motion  of  Henry  A.  Aldrich  it  was  voted  that 
the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  hire  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to 
pay  the  present  indebtedness  of  the  town,  provided  it  can  he  pro- 
cured at  a  less  rate  of  interest  than  six  per  cent. ,  it  being  under- 
stood that  preference  in  making  loans  shall  be  given  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Mendon. 

On  motion  of  Henry  A.  Aldrich  it  was  voted  that  the  Select- 
men be  authorized  and  directed  to  draw  their  order  on  the  Treas- 
urer for  the  payment  of  one  dollar  per  week  each  to  the  widow, 
children,  pai^ent,  brother  or  sister,  pursuant  to  chaptei'  76  of  the 
Acts  of  1863,  not  exceeding  twelve  dollars  per  month  to  any  one 
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family;  and  that  the  Tfeasnrer  bo  aiitlioriaed  and  empowered  to 
hire  on  behalf  of  the  town  a  aufflcieiit  sum  of  money  to  pay  the 
orders  as  above  directed. 

Tlie  committee  choseu  March  3,  ultimo,  '*To  see  if  tlie  town 
can  be  more  equally  divided  into  Highway  Districts,"  made  a  re- 
poi't  which  was  accepted. 

They  recommend  to  divide  the  town  into  five  Highway  Dia- 
ti'icte,  the  boundaries  of  whicli  may  be  found  in  vo].  8,  pp.  12, 
13  and  14,  and  that  to  equalize  the  Districts,  N^os.  3  and  3  should 
be  paid  fifteen  dollars  and  No.  4  twenty-five  dollars.  John  S. 
Gaskill  for  District  No.  1,  Brastus  Hill  for  No.  3,  Lahan  Bates 
for  No.  3,  Alanson  S.  Freeman  for  No.  4,  and  Perry  Wood  for 
No.  5,  were  then  chosen  Highway  SuiTeyors. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  choosing  thirteen  Highway  Sur- 
veyors, passed  March  3d  nit. 

AMENDMENT  TO   THE    STATE    CONSTITUTION-. 

The  Article  of  Amendment  being  the  XXVIth,  "Ilolating  to 
tlje  right  to  vote  and  their  eligibility  to  office  of  persons  of 
foreign  birth,"  having  been  adopted  by  the  Legislatures  of  1863 
and  1863,  was  ratilied  by  the  following  vote: 

For  tlie  Amendment — Yeas  49.     Nays  1. 

April  11.     Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $13.04. 

Voted  that  a  vote  passed  Mai'ch  3  nit.,  allowing  a  discount  of 
six  per  cent,  on  all  ta^es  paid  on  or  before  July  1,  1863,  be  re- 
'   considered. 

Voted  that  to  all  taxes  remaining  unpaid  after  the  15th  day  of 
July  of  the  present  year,  interest,  at  the  rate  of  one  percent. 
per  month  shall  be  added  thereto  until  paid. 

May  3.  Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  directed  to  issue  Bonds,  upon  the  ci'edit  of  the  Town, 
for  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  Eighteen  Thousand  Dollars, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  present  indebtedness  of  the  town, 
at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  five pei' cent,  per  annum;  said 
Bonds  not  to  be  sold  at  less  than  their  pai-  value,  and  to  he  re- 
deemed at  the  office  of  the  Treasrrrer  in  five  and  ten  yeai'e. 

Voted  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  advertise 
for  proposals  for  said  loan  in  sums  of  fifty,  one  hundred  and 
five  hnudi'ed  dollars  each,  each  proposal  to  be  made  in  writing 
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and  sealed,  stating  tlie  amoimt  desired,  with  the  teiins  and  time. 

Voted  tliat  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is'hereby  anfcliorized  and 
directed  to  issue  bonds,  at  the  rate  and  for  the  time  above  spuui- 
fied,  for  such  sums  as  may  be  necessai-y  to  defi'aj  the  future  lia- 
bilities of  the  town  on  account  of  the  present  war, 

June  5.  The  Assessors  returned  ttiat  the  enrolled  militia  were 
138,  and  that  Orrin  Cooli,  John  B.  Bookwood,  Albert  Cook, 
Mai-tin  S.  Howe,  Frederic  Bates,  James  0,  Moore,  John  F.  Moore, 
George  Wilbur,  Alderman  C.  Cook,  Benj.  H.  Smith,  Wm.  D. 
Cole,  Jaeob  B.  Gurley,  Abel  Weatherhead,  Lucius  Jjowell,  Ed- 
win M,  Wheeloek,  Nathan  AVheelock,  Lowei]  0,  Cook,  Freeman 
Cole,  Herbert  A.  Bennett,  John  Cross,  Waterman  Taft,  Edwai'd 
L,  Staples,  Franklin  Freeman,  George  H.  Paysou,  John  H.  Tsvft, 
Etias  A.  Adams,  Henry  Bates  and  James  W.  Wilson  (iJ8  in  num- 
ber), were  found  serving  in  the  army. 

General  P.  Taft,  John  P.  Saanders,  Capt,  Francis  A.  Jolni- 
8on  and  Otis  E.  Thayer  were  fonnd  dischai'ged. 

Capt.  Johnson's  family  had  recently  removed  from  Milford. 

David  Adams  was  reappointed  Liquor  Agent  for  twelve  montlis. 

Sept,  36,  Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed  March  3,  1863, 
discontinuing  the  road  laid  out  by  the  County  Commissioners, 
Aug.  33,  1860,  and  appropriate  not  exceeding  $350  for  repair  of 
said  road,  provided  the  County  Commissioners  will  consent  there- 
to,    Tliis  is  the  Cummings  road. 

STATE    ELECTION. 
For  Governor,         John  A,  Andrew,  Boston,  R.,  liud      77  votes.     Eloetcd. 

Henry  W.  Paine,  (iambridge,  D. ,  had  37     ' ' 
ForLt.  Qovei'noi-,  Joel  Hajden,  Williamsburg,. R.,liacl  77     " 

Thoa.  F.  Plunkett.  Pittsfleld,  D.,  had  37     '■ 

The  other  candidates  for  State  offices  received  the  same  num- 
ber of  votes  as  the  candidates  for  Goveraor, 

Bin-  Couiicillor,  Sixth  DisWsf— Jonathan  D.  "Wlieeler,  Grafton,  R.,  hafl  74 
votes.     Wm.  Mixter,  Hordwiclt,  D. ,  had  37  votes. 

For  Senator,  Worcester  Sotttk-east  Bktriel—Wimlov/  Battles,  Milford,  B., 
had  75  votes;  Elected.    Daniel  Southwick,  Blackstone,  D.,  had  37  votes. 

Jibr  BepreaentaMve  to  the  Qenerai  Gonrt,  BisU'ict  No,  30 — Scott  Seagrave, 
Uxbridge,  R.,  had  75  voles.    Henvy  A.  Aldrich.  Mendon,  D,,  had  33  votes, 

Scott  Seagraves  had  108  majority  in  the  District  (Mendoa  and  Uxbridge). 

John  G.  Metcalf  liaving  been  chosen  Moderator, 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $68.01. 
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Voted  to  i-ecoiisider  a  vote  passed  Sept.  26th  nlfc.,  whereby  the 
town  voted  not  to  accept  a  road  fi'oni  near  the  house  of  James 
M.  Staples  to  connect  with  the  Qnissett  road  (eo-cailed). 
-  Voted  to  accept  of  said  road,  as  laid  out  by  the  Selectmen, 
between  the  termini  as  above  mentioned,  and  tliat  the  snm  of 
one  hundred  dollai's  be  appropriated  for  building  said  road  and 
repairing  the  Qnissett  road. 

Dec,  13.     Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  seven,  one  from 
each  seliool  district  in  town,  to  aid  the  Selectmen  in  filling  tlie 
quota  under  the  late  call  of  tlie  President  for  300,000  men  for 
the  ai'my. 
District  1.  Austin  D.  Davenport.  District  5.  Clavlt  Cook. 

do      3,  Lewis  Stone,  3nd.  do      6,  Sam).  H.  Taft. 

do       3.  Addison  Aldncli,  do       7.  Royal  M.  Wlieeloclt. 

do       4,  Laban  Bqtes. 

On  motion  of  John  G-.  Metcalf,  it  was  voted,  as  instnrctions 
to  the  Selectmen  and  Treasurer,  and  as  explanatory  of  the  vote 
passed  June  11,  1861,  that  in  computing  the  disbursements 
under  said  appropriation  ($5000)  only  the  excess  of  the  sum  dis- 
bursed in  eafih  year  for  the  aid  to  families  of  volunteers,  over 
the  sum  reimbursed  by  the  Commonwealth  for  the  same,  shall 
be  chai-ged  as  the  annual  expenditure  under  said  appropriation; 
and  that  all  monies  reimbursed  by  the  Commonwejalth  to  the 
town,  for  aid  furnished  the  families  of  volunteai's,  shall  be  added 
to  said  appropriation  and  paid  out  by  the  Selectmen,  agreeable 
to  the  provisions  of  said  vote,  until  the  full  sum  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  exclusive  of  the  monies  so  reimbursed,  shall  have 
been  paid  out. 

Voted  that  the  town  will  pay  the  same  amount  {per  week  or 
month),  of  money  for  aid  to  any  of  the  families  of  any  of  its 
inhabitants  who  may  he  drafted  into  the  military  service  of  tlie 
United  States,  as  is  paid  to  the  families  of  volunteers. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  borrow  such  sums 
of  money,  from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  preceding  vote. 

REV.    WILLIAM   TATE   PHELAIT,    THE   SIXTEENTH   MIITISTEH. 

The  Rebellion  breaking  out  in  1S61,  the  people  finding  them- 
selves heavily,  though  willingly,  taxed  for  the  support  of  the 
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government,  abated  somewhat  in  their  customai-y  support  of  pub- 
lic religious  worship,  and  for  three  years  the  pulpit  was  supplied 
only  occasionally. 

In  May,  1863,  Mr.  Phelan  was  engaged  to  fill  the  pastoral 
office,  and  continued  to  discharge  its  duties  until  April  37, 
1866,  when  he  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request.  Since  then  he 
has  acceptably  filled  the  office  of  Minister-at- Large  in  the  city  of 
Portland,  Me. 


1864.  Muroli  7.  The  reports  of  the  Treasurer,  Selectmen, 
Overseers  ol  the  Poor  and  Liquor  Agent,  were  severally  made 
and  accepted, 

David  Adams  was  chosen  Town  Clerk;  Alexander  H.  Allen, 
Dan  Hill  aud  John  8,  Gaekill,  Selectmen;  John  Q.  Metcali, 
Treasui-er;  George  W.  Thayer  and  Lewis  Stone,  2nd,  Constables, 
and  Perry  Wood,  Collector  at  SaS.OO. 

Gustavus  B.  Williams  waa  elected  School  Committee  for  three 


chose  Joseph  Thayer  for  one  year,  David  Adams  for  two.  years, 
and  M.  C.  Gaekill  for  three  years. 

Voted  to  adopt  the  same  method  as  last  year-  for  the  collection 
of  the  taxes. 

Voted  to  allow  fifteen  cents  an  hour  for  labor  on  the  high- 
ways, the  same  for  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  cart,  and  ten  cents  an 
hour  for  a  plough. 

Voted  to   raise  and  appropriate  $1300  for   the  support  of 


poor 


Vot«d  to  raise  and  appropriate  $550  for  the  -support  of  the 


Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1000  for  repair  of  roads  and 
bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1000  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1000  for  payment  of  interest 
on  the  public  debt. 

Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $43.90. 

Lj'sander  Grow  and  Timothy  Ellis  were  chosen  a  committee 
to  examine  the  hearse  and  repoi-t  what  repaira  are  necessary. 
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A  motion  made  by  Perry  Wood  that  the  School  money  be 
divided,  one-half  by  the  number  of  the  districts  and  one-half  by 
the  number  of  acholai's,  received  four  votes  and  eighteen  against 
the  motion. 
The  list  of  Jurors  was  adopted  by  tlie  town  as  follows,  viz: 
*Alanson  S.  Freeman,  *Aiiiirus  "Wheelocb,  Gilbert  Cook,  PMatmau  W. 
Taft,*  LabaD  Bates,  *A,  J.  Dawley,  Andrew  H.  Reed,  Jolin  S.  Oaskill, 
*Wm.  T.  Metcalf,  Willard  Wilcos,  David  Adams,  D,  W.  Beanett,  Eli 
Balea,  Andre  Southwick,  Henry  O.  Steward,  Anstin  Wood,  Natlil,  A. 
Inman,*  Ales'.  H.  Allen,  M.  0.  Qaakill,  Perry  Wood,  Alanson  Taft. 

April  2.  Silas  Dudley,  Perry  Wood  and  Seth  T.  Staples  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  repair  the  heai-se. 

The  School  Committee  were  required,- by  vote,  to  choose  a 
Superintendent  of  the  Public  Schools,  and  Gustavus  B.  Williams 
was  appointed. 

Voted  to  discontinue  that  pm"t  of  the  road  leading  from  the 
house  of  Timothy  Ellis  to  the  Milford  roiid,  leading  fi-om  the 
house  of  Silas  Dudley,  which  lies  against  the  land  of  Elbridge 
G.  Cook. 

Voted  to  refer  the  fifth  article  in  the  warrant,  "  relating  to 
truant  children,  &.C.,"  to  the  School  Committee. 

Voted  that  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  make  snch  repaii-s  or 
additions  to  the  Asylum  as  the  present  wants  and  future  com- 
forts and  convenience  of  its  inmates  may  seem  to  thera  to 
require. 

May  38.  Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed  March  7,  to 
choose  three  Selectmen,  and  theji  voted  to  add  two  more  to  the 
Hoard. 

Samuel  IT.  Taft  and  Albert  W.  (iaskill  were  chosen  Select- 
men. 

Voted  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  mouey,  not  to  exceed  four 
thousand  dollara,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  town's  pro- 
portion of  the  qitota  of  vohinteers  in  the  militaiy  service,  under 
any  order  or  call  of  the  President  of  tlie  United  States,  issued 
after  the  fli'st  day  of  March,  1864,  and  before  the  first  day  of 
March,  1865. 

This  vote  was  passed  in  accoi'danee  with  Chapter  130  of  the 
Acts  of  1864. 
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Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  and  directed  to  hire  li 
sum  of  money,  upon  the  credit  of  the  town,  not  to  exceed  $4000, 
in  such  sums  as  may  be  needed  for  procuring  recruits  to  fill  the 
quotas  of  Mendon,  under  any  call  of  tlie  President  between 
Mai-ch  1,  1864,  and  March  1,  1865. 

By  the  Act  above  mentioned  the  bounty  could  not  exceed 
$135. 

Julius  A.  George  was  chosen  a  Seieetmau,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
made  by  the  resignation  of  Dan  Hill. 

Voted  that  the  seventh  article  in  the  warrant,  which  was  "to 
see  if  the  Town  would  purchase  a  New  Hearse,"  be  stricken  fi'om 
the  wan-ant. 

August  15,  A  motion  was  made  by  Perry  Wood  "that  the 
town  pay  in  gold  the  sum  of  $135  ali-eady  voted  to  be  paid  to 
Tolanteers." 

Upon  this  motion  a  point  of  order  was  raised  by  Alexander  H, 
Allen,  that  inasmuch  as  the  motion,  ae  well  ae  the  ai-tiole  in  the 
wai'rant,  affirmed  that  the  town  had  voted  $135  to  each  volun- 
teer, when  they  had  not  done  so,  therefore  the  motion  was  not 
in  order,  and  upon  this  asked  for  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 
The  Moderator  (John  G.  Metcalf,)  decided  that  the  point  was 
well  taken,  and  ruled  that  the  motion  was  not  in  order.  Upon 
this  decision  an  appeal  was  taken,  when  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  unanimously  sustained. 

Nov.  8.  Voted  that  the  town  do  pay  the  families  of  persona 
not  residents  of  said  town,  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  as  a  part  of  the  town's  quota,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twelve  dollai's  per  month  for  each  family;  and  that  the  Treas- 
urer be  dii'ected  to  hire  such  sums  of  money,  as  may  be  required 
to  carry  out  said  vote. 

Austin  Wood,  Silas  Dudley  and  William  T.  Metcalf  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  Second 
School  District  to  consider  and  determine,  first,  whether  the 
Town  or  the  District  is,  at  present,  legally  obliged  to  keep  the 
roof  over  the  Town  Hall  (being  the  second  story  of  the  school 
house,)  and  School  House  in  repair.  Secondly,  if  the  District 
is  so  obliged,  then  for  them  to  consider  whether,  ui^on  the  princi- 
ples of  justice  and  equity,  the  town  should  uot  assume  some 
part,  or  all,  of  the  exijense  of  repairing  said  roof;  and,  thii-dly. 
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whether  esiid  i-oof  cau  he  aiiitably  repitii'ed  ex(!(;pt  by  being  licwly 
shingled,  and  report  at  the  nest  meeting. 

PRESIDENTIAL    ] 


For  Etectars  at  Lai-ge — Edward  Ererett,  R.,  Bostoo,  Lad  158  votes.  Whit- 
ing Griswold,  R.,  Greenfleld,  liad  158  votes.  Roljert  C.  Winlhrop,  D., 
Boston,  liad  80  votes.     Erasmus  D.  Beach,  D.,  Bpringfield,  liad  80  votes. 

District  No.  1.  District  No.  6. 

Richard  Borden,  Fail  River,  R.  .158    George  L.  Davis,  N.  Andover.  R.158 
A.  H.  Hdwiand,  N.  Bedford,  D. .  80    J.  H.  Oarleton,  Haverhill,  D. . . .  80 

No.  a.  No.  7. 

ArtemasHale,  Bridgewater.R. .  .158    SteplienM.  Weld,W.  Roxbury,R.1.58 
Wm.  D.  Swan,  Dorchester,  D . . .  80    Leverett  SaJtoDstall,  Newton,  D.  80 

No.  3.  No.  8. 

George  Putnam,  Roxbuiy,  R. . .  158    Levi  Lincoln,  Worcester,  E 168 

Andrew  Kerce,  Jr.,  Boston,  D, .  80    Isaac  Davis,  Worcester,  D 80 

No.  4.  No.  9. 

J.  M.  8.  WiOiamB,  Cambridge,  R.1S8    William  8.  Claik,  Amherst,  K..1S8 
Abram  Jackson,  Boston,  D 80    William  H.  Fuller,  Whately,  D. '80 

No,  5.  No,  10. 

John  G.  WhitlJer,  Ameahury,  B. ,  158    John  Wells,  Clucopee,  R 158 

S.  E.  Peabody,  Salem,  D 80    Abram  Paige,  Springfteld,  D 80 

For  Governor,  John  A.  Andrew,  Boston,  R.,  had      156  votes.    Elected. 
Henry  W.  Paine,  Cambridge,  D.,  had    80      " 

For  Lt.  Governor,  Joel  Hayden.  Williamsburg,  R.,  had  156  votes. 
Thos.F.  Plunkett,  Pittsfleld,  D.,liad   80      " 

The  other  candidates  for  State  and  Ootiuty  offices  had  the  same 
number  of  votes  with  the  above. 

For  Sepresentatke lo  C^Tigreaa,  MgMh Histoid— 3 oha  D.  Baldwin,  Worces- 
ter, R.,  had  155  votes;  Elected.    George  Hodges,  Oxford,  D.,  hadSOvotes. 

F>r  Senator,  Woreester  South-east  District — Dr.  Moses  D,  Souttiwick,  Black- 
stone,  had  155  votes.    James  H.  Barker,  Milford,  had  80  votes. 

Dr.  SouUiwick  was  elected  in  the  District. 

Fbr  Seprm&titaUve  to  the  General  Oourt,  DkVriet  No,  SO — Micajah  Collins 
Gaskill,  Mendon,  R. ,  had  147  votes.     Amai'iali  Taft,  Usbridge,  D. ,  had  87 

M.  C.  Gaskill,  elected  in  the  District  (Mendon  and  Uxbridge),  by  156 
majority. 

Nov,  36.  The  committee  heretofore  chosen  to  confer  with  a 
committee  of  the  Second  School  District,  in  relation  to  the  re- 
pairs of  the  roof  of  the  Town  Hall,  made  a  report,  ivhich  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  Saml.  H.  Taft  and  Lahan  Bates  were  added 
to  the  committee,  and 

Voted  that  the  committee  report  at  the  next  meeting. 
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Voted  that  the.  Selectmen  he  instructed  to  mend  or  repair  the 
roof  over  the  Town  Hall  and  school  house  as,  in  their  judgment, 
■  it  may  seem  to  requke. 

Nov.  33.  On  motion  of  Samuel  H.  Taft,  it  was  voted  that 
the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  pay  bonnties  to  volunteers  to  the 
number  of  twenty  men,  the  bounty  not  to  exceed  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  a  man. 

Voted  tliat  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  and  directed  to  boiTow 
a  sufficient  sum  (of  money)  in  addition  to  the  nnexpended  por- 
tiou  of  the  appropriation  (*4000)  of  May  98,  1864,  to  carry  out 
the  preceding  vote. 


1865.  Mai'ch  6.  Voted  to  pay  Mrs.  Marcia  Gassett,  wife  of 
Wm.  G-.  Gassett,  the  sum  of  one  dollai-  per  week  from  the  time 
of  the  enUstment  of  her  son,  Alton  G-.  Gaseetfc,  until  the  time 
she  commeuced  to  draw  pay  from  the  town. 

Chose  David  Adams,  Town  Clerk;  Alexander  H.,  Allen,  John 
S.  Gaskill  and  WiUiam  H.  Aldrich,  Selectmen;  John  G.  Met- 
ealf.  Treasurer;  George  W.  Thayer,  Constable;  Johu  G.  Metcalf, 
Collector,  at  «60.00. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1300  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  4550  for  the  support  of  the 
poor. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  11000  for  roads  and  bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1000  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1000  for  the  payment  of  in-, 
teres  t. 

Voted  to  i-aise  and  appropriate  $5000  to  reduce  the  town  debt. 

Voted  that  the  highway  tax  he  assessed  by  itself,  to  be  paid  in 
labor,  at  the  same  prices  as  last  year. 

.  Voted  that  the  School  Committee  shall  appoint  a  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools,  and  Rev.  William  T.  Phelan  was  appointed. 

Voted  that  to  all  taxes  remaining  unpaid  after  the  10th  day 
of  August  of  the  present  year,  one  per  cent,  per  month  shall  be 
added  thereto  until  paid. 

Voted  to  adopt  the  second  section  of  chapter  83  of  the  Gen- 
eral Statutes  relative  to  the  taking  of  Fish,  and 

Chose  Henry  W,  Wood,  Lewis  Wood  and  Aai'on  C.  Cook  a 
committee  to  enforce  the  law. 
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A  Draft  having  been  ordered,  voted  tliat  the  Selectmen  be 
aiitliorized  to  pay  the  expenses  of  getting  struck  from  the  en- 
rollment list  the  names  of  all  siioh  as,  in  their  judgment,  are 
nnfit  for  military  service. 

March  35,  The  Board  of  the  School  Committee  having  re- 
signed, it  was  voted  the  committee  consist  of  three,  and  Gnsta- 
vns  B,  Williams  was  chosen  for  three  years,  John  G.  Metcalf  for 
two  years,  and  Micajah  C.  G-askill  for  one  yeai\ 

Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  three  to  make  ai'rangements 
for  celebrating  the  Two  Hundredth  Anniversai'y  of  the  Incor- 
poration of  the  Town, 

Chose  John  G.  Metcalf,  Nathan  George  and  Silas  Dudley  as 
the  committee. 

Voted  to  instruct  the  Selectmen  not  to  permit  any  School  Dis- 
trict to  draw  from  the  Treasury  any  money  beyond  the  amount 
standing  to  its  credit  upon  the  books  of  said  Selectmen, 

April  1,  Voted  that  the  Provisions,  An'angements  and  By- 
Laws  concerning  Habitual  Truants  and  Absentees  fi'om  School, 
repoi-ted  by  the  School  Committee,  be  accepted. 

Pursuant  to  section  fourteen  of  chapter  eighteen  of  the  Gen- 
eral Statutes,  these  By-Laws  were  submitted  to  Judge  B.  P. 
Thomas,  the  Superior  Court  not  sitting,  and  by  him  were  re- 
turned without  his  approval. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed  March  25,  relative  to  the 
disbursement  of  money  to  the  School  Districts, 

Voted  that  the  salary  of  Superintendent  of  Schools  be  136,00 
for  the  past  year. 

Voted  to  abolish  the  present  Highway  Districts  (five  in  num- 
ber) and  re-establish  the  former  thirteen  Highway  Districts,  as 
they  were  formerly  bounded. 

Voted  that  all  highway  taxes  not  paid  by  labor  or  money,  shall 
be  assessed  in  money,  and,  when  collected,  be  expended  for  re- 
pairs in  the  District  in  which  it  was  originally  assessed.   . 

Taxes  were  foregone  to  the  amount  of  $16.99. 

April  33.  Alexander  H.  Alien  and  Silas  Dudley  were  chosen 
Agents  to  oppose  the  laying  out  of  a  road  as  prayed  for  by  Joseph 
Cummings  and  others. 

Voted  that  the  Town  Clerk  do  not  loan  any  books  of  the  Town 
for  a  longer  period  than  twenty-four  hours. 


dbyGOOgIC 


658  ANNALS  OF  MBNDON.  [1865. 

Voted  to  reject  the  report  of  tlie  committee  chosen  at  a  former 
meeting  to  confer  with  tt  committee  of  the  Second  Sciiool  Dis- 
trict relative  to  the  repairs  of  the  roof  of  the  Town  Hall. 

The  warrant  for  this  meeting  having  been  issued  two  days 

before  the  ASSASSINATION  of  President  Lincoln,  Dr.  John 

G-.  Metcalf,  by  unanimous  consent,  offered  the  following  reso- 

,  Intions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  and  ordered  to  be 

entered  on  the  Town  Records: 

Whereas.  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  twloved,  honored,  and  faithful  Pi'esident 
of  the  United  States,  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  constitutional  duties,  has 
fallen  by  the  hand  of  an  assassin;  therefore,  we,  the  Inbahiiants  of  the 
Town  of  Mendon  in  public  town  meeting  assembled,  desiring  to  place  upon 
permanent  record  our  condemnation  of  the  horrible  crime  which  has  iillcd 
the  whole  land  with  the  voice  of  lamentation  and  mourning,  do  hereby 
adopt  the  following  Resolutions :  , 

1.  Resolved  that  Slavery  is  justly  chargeable  with  the  inauguration  and 
continuance  of  the  present  most  wicked  and  inexcusable  rebellion,  that  lias 
brought  desolation  to  every  household  in  the  laud,  and  to  which  no  dark 
page  in  Ihe  aunals  of  history  can  furnish  a  parallel  to  its  crimes  and 
enormities. 

2.  Resolved  that  the  assassination  gf  Pi'esident  Lincoln  and  tlie  attempted 
murder  of  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  is  but  the  natural  out- 
growth— the  legitimate  and  logical  sequence  of  that  covert  treason,  in  the 
loyal  States,  which  has  been  allowed  to  arraign  every  effort  of  Uie  Govern- 
ment to  put  down  the  rebellion,  as  unconstitutional  and  wicked  and  to 
denounce  its  chief  executive  magistrate  as  a  tyrant. 

B.  Resolved  that,  as  the  ai'mies  of  the  United  States,  by  God's  blessing, 
have  overthrown  the  Rebellion  in  the  conflict  of  arms,  to  which  it  was 
challenged  by  traitors,  we  confidently  trust  that  no  act  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment, in  any  possible  contingency,  will  recognize  the  rebel  as  a  party  to  be 
consulted  in  the  i-einst^iement  of  its  authority  over  the  rebel  States. 

4.  Resolved  that  the  demands  of  impartial  justice  to  the  living  and  to 
posterity;  the  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  that  noble  company  of 
martyrs  who  have  freely  offered  up  their  lives  upon  the  altar  of  patriotism, 
tliat  we  might  enjoy  the  blessings  of  free  government,  require  that  trwtora 
should  not  be  allowed  to  escape  that  condign  and  certain  punishment  justly 
due  to  the  enormity  of  their  crimes. 

5.  Resolved  that  every  pardoned  rebel  will  owe  his  enjoyment  and  exer- 
cise of  any  future  political  rights,  not  to  any  claim,  either  in  law  or  equity, 
which  may  be  set  up  in  his  behalf,  but  wholly  to  the  clemency  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  humane  spirit  of  the  loyal  people. 

6.  Resolved  that  though  the  President  dies  the  Republic  stUl  lives;  and 
as  Andrew  Johnson  has  become  its  conatitutioual  representative,  having 
full  faith  in  his  unimpeachftble  loyalty,  in  his  undoubted  integrity  and  his 
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acknowledged  flnnnesa  of  purpose — praying  he  may  be  imbued,  in  full 
measure,  with  tlie  practical  wisdom  of  Ids  tliric*  honored  and  immediate 
predecessor,  and  that  God  will  support  and  protect  hini  in  the  diecharge  of 
all  duty,  we  hereby  pledge  ourselves  to  stand  by  and  sustain  his  admiuia- 
tration  as  becomes  an  intelligent  and  loyal  people! 

May  30.  Voted  that  the  town  do  raise  and  appropriate  such 
sums  ol  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  and  refund  any  money 
which  lias  ah-eady  been  paid  and  applied  by  this  town,  or  con-  * 
tribiited  by  individuals,  in  aid  of  and  lor  the  purpose  of  filling 
.  its  quotais  or  furaishing  men  for  the  present  war  under  any 
requisition,  order  or  call  of  the  President  or  Wai-  Department  of 
the  United  States  during  the  yeai- 1864 

The  vote  having  been  taken  by  a  sliow  of  hands,  it  was  de- 
clared, by  the  Moderator,  that  there  were  eighty-four  in  the 
affirmative  and  eighty-four  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  ordered  by  the  Moderator  (Nathan  George)  tljat 
the  vote  be  taken  by  written  ballots,  yea  and  nay,  and  it  was 
found  that  there  were  eiglity-six  in  the  affirmative  and  eighty- 
four  in  the  negative. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  -authorized  to  borrow  two  thou- 
sand dollars  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  to  esceed  seven  and  three- 
tenths  per  centum  per  annum. 

August  7.     Voted  to  rescind  the  above  votes,  passed  May  30, 
1865,  and  the  vote  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows,  viz: 
Yeas  110.  Nays  76. 

Nov.  7.     Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  tlie  amount  of  131,01. 

STATE    ELECTION. 

For  Governor,    '   Alex. H.Bullock,  Worcester,  R.,  had  73  votes.    Elected, 
do  Maj.  Gen.  Darius  W.  Couch,  Taun- 

ton, D.,  had  34     ■■ 

For  U  Governor,  William  Claflin,  Newton,  R.,  Lad        73      " 
do  Thos.  F.  Plunket,  Pitlslieid,  D.,  had  34     " 

Candidates  for  other  State  and  County  offices  had  the  same 
number  of  ballots. 

Mr  8«nat»r,  Woreetter  Saufh-easl  District — Dr.  Moses  D.  Southwick, 
Blacfcstone,  R.,  had  72  votes;  (elected).  James  H.  Barker,  Milford,  D., 
had  35  votes. 

Mr  RepreientfMm  to  the  General  Court,  XXth  Wm-emter  Jh'nlnet—'Rev. 
Rushton  D.  Buit,  Usbridge,  R.,  had  67  votes,  Samuel  Gaskill,  Meriden, 
D,,  had  37  votes.     Mr.  Burr  elected  by  95  majority. 
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METHODIST    EPISCOPAL   SOCIETY. 

,.  Oct.  30.     At  a  meeting  in  the  Town  Hall,  under  a  waiTant 
issued  by  !Natliaii  George,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  tlic  Society 
was  organized  by  the  election  of  the  following  officers,  viz: 
Nathau  R.  George,  President.  David  W.  Bennett,  Vice  Pi'esident. 

Royal  Peters,  Secretary.  Eoyal  Peters,  Treasurer. 

MEWDOJS   IN   THE   REBELLION. 

The  flight  of  Jeff.  Davis  from  Richmond,  April  3,  and  the 
surrender  of  Lee  at  Appomatox  Court  House,  on  the  11th,  vir- 
tually brought  the  war  to  an  end.  In  the  following  pages  I 
propose  to  give  some  account  of  the  men  who  filled  the  various 
quotas  of  the  town  dui-ing  the  Rebellion. 

The  following  is  a  complete  roster  of  the  names  whose  resi- 
dence was  credited  to  Mendon  in  the  "  Record  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Volunteers,"  published  by  the  authority  of  the  General 
Court,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Adjutant  General  of  the 
State. 

In  the  first  column  will  be  found  the  page  in  the  "  Rebellion 
Record"  (in  the  Town  Clerk's  ofRce,)  where  the  date  of  the 
enlistment,, &e.,  &c.,  may  be  found,  and  in  the  second  the  page 
in  "the  Record  of  the  Massachusetts  Volnnteers,"  where  the 
name  may  be  found  with  the  corps  to  which  the  party  belonged, 
&c.,  &e. 

They  are  put  down  in  alphabetical  order  as  a  matter  of  con- 
venience in  referring  to  the  various  facts  connected  with  their 
service  in  the  ai-my. 


Adams,  Elias  A 

,  as 

370.1 

Brown,  David.     (Navy.) 

Aldrich,  AddiaoD... 

4fi 

140.1 

Channel!,  Moses  J.. 

,.5« 

673.1 

Altiee,  Chas.  H 

.,48 

151,1 

Cliase,  Augustus.     (Navy.) 

Anthony,  MoaeaH.. 

..46 

774.1 

Cole,  Freeman 

377.3 

..fill 

516.1 

Cole,  William  D.... 

...M 

430  3 

BaiTowa.  William  E 

..50 

576,1 

Cole,  Edwin L..    ... 

..-44 

430.3 

Bates,  Henry 

34 

185.3 

Congd on,  Moses  C. 
CooE,  Lowell  C... 

370.1 

Batirick,  AJanaon.. 

,  art 

453.3 

3d  R.  I. 

Bennett,  Herbert  A. 

w 

473.3 

Cook.  Alderman  C. 

.   SH 

474.3 

Bent.PerdinandA.  des.80 

166.1 

Cook,  Albert 

.30 

474.3 

Blaisdell,  Geo.  E.... 

...IB 

430.3 

Cook,  Lyman 

..84 

4.W.3 

Bolster,  Geo.  W.... 

..fHf 

Cook,  OrrinC 

..43 

360.1 

..46 

474.3 

Corey,  Pardon  H... 

..53 

530.1 

Byrnes,  Martin 

..HH 

370.1 

Cosgrove,  William. . 

785.1 

Bai'nes,  John 

..38 

961.3 

Crosby,  Bernard  . . . 

...38 

604.1 

dbjGoogle 


1865.] 


Oroas,  John 33  4T4.2 

Cummings,  WalterO.  .50  151.1 

Curley,  John 38  370.1 

Davenport,  Daniel  D.  .38  474.3 

Despeaus,  Orrin  T. . .  .50  151.1 

Doggett,  Lawrence  B.26  408.3 

Doggett,  PhJletus  W.  .88  370.1 

Drake,  Ariel  B 33  730.3 

Dinegan ,  Daniel 60  594. 1 

Dodge,  Lewis  P. 60  010.1 

Donahue,  Jolrn 60  416.1 

Ellis,  Joseph  M 28  474.3 

Eveiton,   Samuel 44  535. 1 

Palea,  Francis  H 54  593. 1 

Farrar,  Thomas 30  476.3 

FernaM,  Stephen  L. .  .38  370.1 

Fletcher,  Boyal  H. . .  .50  151.1 

Forbes,  James  M 33  8d  E.  I. 

Ford,  George  B 48  140.1 

Freeman,  Franklin..  .38  870.1 

Qaskill,  Leonard  T.  ..80  474.3 

Ctaskill.  Edwin  C 80  475.3 

Gaasett,  Alton  G. . : . . .  36  765. 3 

Ctrady,  Michael 88  870.1 

Qurley.  JacobB 43  361.1 

Han-ington,  Daniel... 34  409.3 

Harrington,  Alonzo. .  .46  140.1 

Hall,  Samuel 36  477.3 

Hastings,  C.  0.  P 48  140.1 

Haatinga.  William  8.  .48  140.1 

Hazard,  Eufus 44  749.1 

Henry,  Edward 33  588.1 

Hill,  Davis  53  B96.1 

Howard,  Whitman.  ..BS  964,3 

Howe,  Martin  8 33  3d  R.  I. 

Huntress.  John 33  43  3 

Inman,  Dexter 44  534.1 

Jacobs,H.  F.,  deserted.34  387.3 

Kolb,  Christian  S3  551.1 

Leiand,  Edward  J. . .  .86  763.3 

Looby,  M.,  deserted. .  .33  667.1 

Love  well,  Baton  P...24  408.3 

Lowell.  Lucius 36  7643 

Ludy,  Simon 34  40th  N.Y. 

Ludy,  Timothy. 40  371.1 

Livermore,  William.  ..80  583.1 

Mallon,  John  E 

Mclnlyre.  Orlando 33  315,3 

McKinney,  Michael. -.46  S08.3 

McGaw,Bern'rd,(Garr)53  537.1 

McKenney,   Edward    54  581.1 

McSheney,  Bernard  ..58  473.3 

Moore,  Peter 44  371.1 

Moor,  J.  F.,  deserted.  .33  331.3 

Moor,  J.  C,       "       ..30  331.4 

Moore  Henry 80  TJ.8.H.A. 

Newhall,  James  M 33  3d  E.  I. 

Nichols,  Stephen  D. .  .36  481.3 
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O'Keefe,  Cornelius.. 

.% 

339.3 

Payson,  George  H.. 
Pickering,  Ju1>aF.. 

.  .50 

161.1 

,  U 

387,3 

Remick,  Augustus. . 

361.1 

Remick,  Henry  A. . 
Rockwood,  John  B. 

4W 

,  ,30 

475.3 

.  40 

871.1 

Rawson.WilliaDiH. 

3S 

9643 

Saunders,  JohnP... 

36 

497.3 

Sawyer,  Thomas  H. 

4M 

Sciaco,  Stephen  H.. 

..44 

859.3 

Scisco,  George  W. . . 

.  46 

775.1 

Seymour,  James 

M 

Shaw,  Burrows  , .   . 

5H  ■ 

1073.3 

Shiaey,  Alexander. . 

,  ,58 

1011.3 

Shore,  G.O.,  deserted. 56 

334.3 

Sloan,  Peter  S 

54 

581.1 

Spear,  Seth  

60 

3d  R.  I. 

Spencer,  Charles  H. 

,  m 

475.3 

Smith,  Caleb  V.  A. 

.M 

Smith,  Benj.  H 

..84 

431.3 

SmitJi,  Eugene 

,,40 

871.1 

Smith,  Stephen  W. . . 
Staples,  Edward L... 

56 

333.3 

40 

Staples,  Gust.  A,,  Reg. 58 

431.3 

Steere,  Charles  L.... 

,40 

871.1 

..58 
33 

Taft,  Rufus 

3dR.L 

■;4o 

Taft,  JohnH 

871.1 

'  'aft.  General  P 

40 

371.1 

"aft,  Frank 

48 

141.1 

"aft.  Arnold  A 

Tenor,  Columbus.... 

Thayer,  Otis  E 

361. 1 

"hurber.DavidS.... 

33 

100.3 

Tourtelotte,  BenlH, 
Tucker,  George  P. . . 

U 

606.1 

44 

371.1 

Underwood,  Fisher  E. 86 

43.3 

Wakefield.  Clark. . . . 

.'^4 

5951 

4^ 

Walden,  Charles  H. . 

4M 

Wallace,  Patrick.... 

,30 

487.3 

Wallace,  Pat'k,(Wallis)  84 

487-3 

Weatherhead,  Abel,. 

■M 

409.3 

Weatherhead,  Frank  B.48 

141.1 

Wheelock,  Charles  H 

■       315.3 

Wheelock,  Edwin  M. 

.9f< 

475.3 

Wheelock,  Nathan. . . 

V,H 

475.3 

Wheelock,  Henry  M. 

.36 

409.1 

Wheelock,  Lorenzo  S.58 

333.3 

Willwr,  George 

43 

371.1 

Wilcox.Franklin.... 

H 

Bej. 

.33 

,    40.3 
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Wilcox,   Oeoi'ge  W...33       3d  R,  I.     Winters,  G.F-.CNavy). 74 

Williams,  John B4  786.1    Wood,  Joaepli  M 32      2d  R,  I. 

Wilson,  James 34  419.2    Walker,  Bmory,N'avy. 

The  following  are  tlie  names  of  those  reported  in  tlie  "Record  of  the 
Massachusetts  Volunteers  "  as  having  re-enlisted ;  John  Huntress,  probably 
in  R.  I. ;  Orlando  Mclntyre,  20th  Reg.  Mass.  Vols. ;  John  P.  Saunders, 
creditedtoMilford;ThomasFarrar,  35Reg.  Mass.  Vols.;  Chas.  11.  Spencer. 
35  Reg.  Mass.  Vols. ;  EJdwin  M.  Wheelock,  25  Beg.  Mass.  Vols. ;  Nathan 
Wheelock,  35  Beg.  Mass.  Vols. ;  Joseph  M.  Ellis,  in  R  I. ;  John  B.  Rock- 
wood,  credited  to  Milford;  James  M.  Forbes,  U.  S.  Army;  Robert  Walls oe. 
-  35  Reg.  Mass.  Vols. ;  William  D.  Cole,  38  Beg.  Mass.  Vols  ;  Edwin  L.  Cole, 
S3  Reg  Mass.  Vols. ;  Benj.  H.  Smith,  23  Reg.  Mass.  Vols. ;  Elias  A.  Adams, 
Ifltli  Unat.  Co.  Inf. ;  Martin  Byrnes,  Co.  B.  3d  Reg.  H.  Art  ;  John  Curley, 
57th  Beg.  Mass.  Vols. ;  George  H.  Payson,  Iftth  Unat.  Co.  Inf. ;  John  H. 
Taft,  Co.  E.,  4th  Reg.  H.  Art.;  Charles  H.  Walden,  19th  Unat.  Co.  Inf.; 
Henry  A.  Bemiek,  Patrick  Sheridan,  credited  (o  R.  I. 

The  following  ai"e  the  names  of  those  who  were  born  in  Men- 
don  or  were  resident  there  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion, 
credited  to  other  towns,  enlisted  out  of  the  State,  or  rejected 
after  enlistment  here: 

Franklin  B.  Wilcox,  credited  to  Westminster;  David  S.  Thnrber,  credited 
to  Boston;  Henry  Bates,  John  F.  Moor,  James  C.  Moor,  Milford;  George 
W.  Wilcox,  Lowell  C.  Cook,  Joseph  M.  Wood,  3d  Reg.  R.  I.  Vols. ;  Simon 
Ludy,  40th  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vols. ;  Caleb  V.  A.  Smith,  James  M.  Forbes.  Rufns 
Taft,  Martin  8.  Howe,  James  M.  Newhall,  3d  R.  I.  Art. ;  Henry  Moore, 
llth  U.  S.  H.  Art.;  Seth  Spear,  3d  R.  I.  Art.;  Gustavus  A.  Staples,  re- 
jected; George  Wilbur,  rejected. 

The  following  are  the  militaiT  organizations  among  which  the 
aggregate  of  Mendon  soldiers  were  distribnted: 

aeeoTid  Segimetit  of  Ii^artiry,  3  yea/re— Xoha  Hunti-ess,  Fislier  E.  Under- 
wood, Co.  E. ;  Franklin  B.  Wilcox.  Co.  D,  to  Westminster. 

Tldrteeiiih  Eegimeni  of  Infantrg,  3  ^ears—David  8.  Thnrber,  Co.  D.,  to 
Boston;  Henry  Bales,  Co.  B.,  to  Milford. 

F^lemUh  Raiment  of  Infaniry,  3  years— George  W.  Bolster,  Co.  K;  Or- 
lando Mclntyre,  Co.  E;  John  F.  Moor,  James  C.  Moor,  Co.  H;  George  0. 
Shore,  K;  Stephen  W.  Smith,  Co.  H;  Charles  H.  Wheelock,  Co.  B;  Loren- 
zo S.  Wheelock,  Co.  H. 

NmeU^atk  SegMent  of  Infan/iry,  3  yews — John  E.  Mallon,  Co.  Q. ;  Cor- 
nelius O'Keefe,  unattached  recruit. 

Tmml^-jk-itt  Begiment  of  Iiif<imtTy,%  yeart— YitiftraaaGol'i,  Co.  A;  Henry 
F.  Jacobs,  Juba  F.  Pickering,  Co.  G. 

Tifienty-aee<nid  Begitamit  of  Infantry,  3  yea/rs — Lawrence  B.  Doggett,  Daniel 
Harrington,  Baron  P.  Lovewell,  Abel  Weatherhead,  Henry  M.  Wheelock, 
Co,  O;  James  Wilson,  unattached  recruit. 
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Tieenty-tMrd  Begimmit  of  Infantry,  3  years— George  B.  Blaisdell,  Lyman 
Cook,  William  D.  Cole,  Edwin  L.  Cole,  Stephen  D.  Nicliols,  BeHJamia  H. 
Smitli— Co.  E. 

Twenty-fourth  Begimieitt  cf  Infant)-y,  8  yean — Alanson  Bathriclc — Co.  D. 

Timnty-Jifth  Begiment  ef  Infantry,  3  yeait — Herbert  A.  Bennett,  James 
Burns,  Alderman  C.  Coolt,  John  Cross,  Albert  Cook,  Daniel  D.  Dareu- 
port,  Joseph  M.  Ellis,  Thomas  Farrar,  Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  Edwin  C.  Gas- 
kill,  Samuel  Hall— Co.  B--  Bernard  McSherrey,  Co.  A.  John  B.  Rock- 
wood,  Lewis  "W".  Smith,  Charles  H.  Spencer,  Patrick  Wallace,  Robert 
Wallace,  Edwin  M.  Wheelock,  Nathan  WLeelock— Co.  B.    ' 

Twinty-m^ih  Segiaiimtt  ^  Infantry,  ^  years — John  P.  Saunders,     Band. 

TMrtyseeond  Begiment  of  I^faniry—Ohar\eB  Earrus— Co.  B. 

Tkir^'fourth  Begiment  tflnfanta-y,  3  years— Ariel  B.  Drake— Co.  C. 

thirty-sixth  Begiment  of  Infantry,  3  years — Alton  G.  Gassett,  Edward  J. 
Leland,  Lucius  Lowell — Co.  F. 

Fbr^-seeond  Begiment  of  It^antry.  9  months — Thomas  B.  Sawyer — Co.  B. 

Fkii-ty-Mrd  Begiment  of  Infantry,  9mon(A«— Orrin  C,  Cook,  Jacob  B.  Qur- 
■  ley,  Augustus  Remick,  Henry  E.  Remick,  Otis  E.  Thayer — Co.  K. 

Mfig-fiTst  Beg^nenti^ Irtfan^,  ^nMnOm — Elias  A.  Adams,  Martin  Byrnes, 
Horace  U.  Coleman,  Lieut.,  Moses  C.  Gongdon,  Jolm  Curley,  Philetua  W. 
Doggett,  Stephen  L.  Fernald,  Franklin  Freeman,  Micliael  Grady,  Timotliy 
Ludy,  Peter  Moore.  George  H.  Payson,  James  Ryan,  Patrick  Sheridan, 
Eugene  Smith,  Edward  L.  Staples,  Cliarles  L.  Steere,  Waterman  Taft,  John 
H.  Taft,  General  P,  Taft— Co.  K;  George  P.  Tucker— Co.  G;  Daniel  P. 
Underwood,  Charles  H.  Walden,  George  Wilber— Co.  K. 

F^ty-foar^  Begiment  of  Infantry,  3  years — Stephen  H.  Scisco — Co.  G. 

Fifiy-tiemnth  Begiment  of  Infantry,  S  years— Joim  Ourlcy,  Co.  D;  Michael 
McHenry,  Co.  C. 

Sixtieth  Begiment  of  Ii^aiitry,  100  days — Anthoa  C.  Taft,  Co.  G. 

Bix^-;fia^st Begiment  of  Infantry,  1  year — James  Barnes,  Co.  H;  Whitman 
Howard,  William  H.  Rawson — Co.  K. 

NineieentJi,  Unattached  Co.  of  Infantry,  100  days — Alonzo  Harrington,  Ad- 
dison Aldrich,  Prank  Taft,  George  R,  Ford,  Charles  C.  P,  Hastings, 
William  S.  Hastings,  Frank  B.  Weatherhead. 

Nineteenth  Unattnolwd  Go.  of  Infantry,  1  year — Charles  H.  Walden,  Elias 
A.  Adams,  Charles  H.  Albee,  Francis  A.  Brown,  Walter  C.  Cummings, 
Orrin  T.  Despeaus,  Royal  H.  Fletcher,  George  H.  Paysoa, 

Second  Begiment  of  Heamy  Artery,  3  yfew«— Martin  Byrnes,  Co.  B;  Par- 
don H.  Cory,  Co.  E;  Samuel  Everton,  Co.  G;  Dexter  Inraan,  Co.  C;  Chris- 
iJan  Kolb,  Co.  M;  Bernard  McGaw,  Co.  G. 

Third  Begiment  of  Sea/ay  ArUKery,  8  yea/re — Edward. McKiuney,  Co.  L; 
William  Livermore,  Co.  M;  Peter  S.  Sloan,  Co.  L. 

Fourth  Begiment  of  Heamy  ArUlhry,  1  year — Lewis  H.  Barrows,  William 
E.  Barjows,  JIarcus  M.  Cook,  Edward  Henry,  Davis  Hill — Co.  F.  Francis 
H.  Fales,  Daniel  Dinegan,  Clark  Wakefield- Co.  E,  Bernard  Crosby, 
James  Seymour,  Benjamin  H.  Tourteilotte,  Arnold  A.  Taft — Co.  K. 
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allotmenta  of  land  such  persons  as  might  apply  had  been  suiTeo- 
dered  by  the  Committee  to  the  inhabitants,  it  is  presumed  that 
they  to  whom  they  had  delegated  the  power  admitted  such  per- 
sons into  tlieir  company,  as,  in  theii'  discretion,  they  saw  fit. 

We,  of  the  present  generation,  must  remember  that  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  this  plaee  held,  in  this  direction,  the  farthest 
ontpost  of  civilization;  that  they  were  suironnded  by  Indians 
who  were  daily  gi'owing  jealous  of  a  race  which,  since  the  land- 
ing at  Plymouth,  had  taken  no  step  backward,  and  that  they 
were  in  the  midst  of  awildemess  and  fifteen  miles  from  Med- 
fleld,  the  nearest  place  of  succor  in  case  of  distress  or  disaster. 

Considering  the  circumstances  of  their  situation,  we  may 
properly  suppose  that  most  of  their  time  must  have  been  occu- 
pied in  providing  shelter  for  themselves  and  their  animals,  and 
in  raising  the  crops  upon  which  they  must  mainly  depend  for 
sustenance  and  support.  Something  had  been  done,  however, 
by  way  of  improvement,  A  noble  street,  two  miles  long  and  ten 
rods  wide,  had  been  located,  and  upon  which  the  settlers  had 
fiied  their  homesteads.  This  street  extended  fi-om  near  the 
present  line  between  Mendon  and  Upton  to  Mill  River. 

Another  road  was  also  laid  out,  for  the  most  of  the  way, 
nearly  parallel  with  the  main  street;  beginning  near  the  house 
of  Austin  A.  Taft  and  passing  through  to  near  the  house  of 
Gilbert  Gaekill,  thence  over  what  are  now  Emerson  and  Wash- 
ington streets,  and  connecting  with  the  Main  street  near  the 
house  (since  burned)  of  the  late  A¥atee  Davenport. 

1667.  8UEVEY  OF  THE  PLANTATION. 

The  desire  of  the  inhahitants  to  this  Honered  Ooui'te  is  tliat  Oiey  would 
accept  of  this  Betourne  of  their  Plott  of  Ikeire  Plantation  wich  is  lajd  ac- 
cording to  their  Grwute  of  eight  Miles  sijuai'c  by  Josliua  ffiaher. 
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Towi 


Stephen  L   Feimld  $M)  00 

FiaaUinrrcLman  200  00 

Michael  Qridy  300  00 

Timothy  hud}  200  00 

George  H  Paysou  200  00  2«  00 

James  Bjan  ^00  00 

Eugene  Smith  300  00 

Edward  L  Staples  300  00 

Charles  L   Bt-eere  200  00 

John  H  Taft  300  00  19T  &9 

General  Putnam  Taft  31)0  (10 

David  P  Underwood  300  00 

Ceoige  Wilber  3un  00 

Oharlea  H  Waldron  200  00  343  00 

Thomas  H  bawjer  300  00 

Orrm  C  Cook  300  00 

Jacoh  B  Gurley  200  00 

Otia  E  Thayer  300  {)0 

Heniy  E  Itemick  300  00 

Au^ii'itus  Remick  300  00 

George  P  Tuikei  300  00 

Peter  BIooic  300  00 

Stephen  H  Sciico  i25  00 

Samuel  Everton  IS"!  00 

Dettei  Inmaa  oO  00 

Rufus  Hazard  (35  00 

George  W   Sciaeo  335  00 

Moses  H  Anthony  335  00 

Michael  McKenney  32')  0(1 

James  Bui  ni  :i25  00 

Alonzo  Haiungton  b)  12 

Addison  Aldnch  05  53 

Fi  ink  Taft  65  Hi 

George  R  Ford  (jo  oi 

Oharfps  C  P  HasUngs  65  13 

William  8   Ha'itings  fli  13 

Prank  B  Weatherhead 

Chas    H  Albee 

Francis  A  Brown 

Walter  0  Cummlngs 

Orrin  T  Despeaux 

Royal  H  PleUher 

Lewis  H  Barrows 

William  E  Bairo-ws 

Edward  Henry 

Maieus  M  Cook 

Davis  Hill 

Pardon  H  Corey 

Christian  Koll 

Whitman  How  ird 

Anthon  0  Taft 

Edward  McKenney 

Peter  S  bloan 

Francis  H  Fales 

Cldik  Wakeheld 


65  ^3 

100  00 

143  00 

100  00 

143  00 

100  00 

142  00 

100  00 

142  00 

100  00 

143  00 

33'>  00 

197  m 

325  00 

mm 

335  00 

100  00 

125  00 

l-W  ID 

335  00 

171  99 

400  00 

199  -iS 

330  00 

100  00 

aoo  00 

89  Si 
KO  00 
33.5  00 
325  00 

30O  00 

201  06 

335  00 

3i0  00 
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James  Scyn    ur 
Beni.  H  Touit*lotte 

ST-T   K) 

$1WJ  99 

J»,)  00 

iqq  <¥i 

John  Wdhama 

wn  00 

112  00 

Arnold  A  Taft 

^2)  OO 

lue  m 

Bernard  McSheney 
Moaes  J.  Ohannell 

135  01 

mm 

IH )  00 

i(r  Bs 

John  E.  Mftllon 

1^5  00 

ii)  00 

Bernard  C  T03b> 

S>5  00 

10!)  99 

CiduDibus  Tenoi 

33)  00 

Bun'OwB  Shaw 

335  00 

Stephen  bul  a 

B35  00 

John  Barnes 

100  00 

100  00 

William  H   Eawscn 

iW  00 

108  6fi 

Alexander  Shme( 

HU  Of 

J3)  00 

William  Luermore 

y  'i  00 

301  99 

Daniel  Dmnegan 

i'"i  01 

301  d3 

Henry  Moore 

300  00 

Lewis  P  Dodge 

^"5  00 

David  Brown 

m  00 

George  F  Wmteis 

340  00 

Lowell  C    Cook 

1^  00 

Joseph  SimpHon  {paid  by  tDwn) 

I'')  00 

Elijah  Ward 

125  00 

Am     nt  of  1  ounties  paid 

$30  42  J  ~6 

reimbursed  by  the  State,  Dec.  3,  I8»3 

4,700  00 

$35,735  70 
In  the  preceding  statement  I  am  uot  certain  that  I  have,  in 
all  cases,  credited  the  bounties  to  the  proper  aonree,  Schonle]-, 
in  his  "  Maesaehuaetta  in  the  Wai',"  pats  down  Mendon  as  pay- 
ing bounties  to  the  amount  of  tl9,6'?5.  The  full  amount  of 
bounties  paid  to  the  different  quotas  for  Mendon,  as  found  in 
the -'Record  of  the  Massachusetts  Volunteers,"  is  *30,4a5.76. 
Of  this  sum  it  is  found  that  Mendon  paid  $21,145.76.  Of  this 
sum  the  State,  Dec.  9,  1863,  reimbiirsed  $4,'700.00,  and  *360.0O 
were  returned  by  recruiting  agents,  thus  leaving  the  sum  of 
$16,085.76  paid  by  the  town.  Of  tliia  sum  the  town,  in  its 
corporate  capacity,  paid  113,575.00,  leaving  the  amount  of 
13,510.76  to  be  accounted  for  some  otlier  way.  This  sum  was 
raised  by  the  voluntary  and  patriotic  subscriptions  of  its  citizens; 
hut  as  the  town  refused  to  avail  itself  of  the  law  allowing  its 
reimbursement  to  the  subscribers,  the  exact  amount  of  tlie  con- 
tribution paid  by  each  cannot  now  be  ascertained.  Tlie  data  for 
this  statement  were  gathered  from  the  Town  Kecords,  the  *'  Ee- 
cord  of  the  Massachusetts  Volunteers,"  and  the  "Rebellion 
Record,"  in  the  Town  Clerk's  office. 
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THE   ROLL   OF  THE    MARTTHR. 

1.  Franklin  B.  Wilcox,  the  son  of  Willard  Wilcox,  and 
brother  of  George  AV.  Wilcox,  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Cedar 
Mountain,  Va.,  Angiist  9,  1863.  The  body  not  recovered. 
■  3.  George  W.  Wihox'-was  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Knn,  Va.,  and 
escaped  iinhurt,  bnt  was  killed  March  12, 1862,  by  the  accidental 
explosion  of  a  shell,  while  in  camp  at  Prospect  Hill,  Va.  Body 
bronght  home  and  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Blaekstone  (East). 

3.  Charles  H.  Wheelock,  son  of  Calvin  and  Maay  Ann  Whee- 
lock,  was  in  the  battle  of  Ball's  Bluff,  and  saved  himself  by  swim- 
ming to  Harrison  Island.  Afterwiu-ds  killed  at  Antietam,  Md., 
Sept.  17,  1863.     The  body  not  recovered. 

4.  David  8.  Thurler,  son  of  Daniel  and  Hannah  Thnrber, 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Antietam,  Sept.  1 7,  1863.  The  body 
brought  home  and  buried  at  South  Milford.  Ke moved  to  ISTe- 
eropolis,  Mendon. 

5.  Juha  F,  Pickering  enlisted  from  Blaekstone  in  the  Mendou 
quota,  and  was  killed  at  Camden,  N,  C,  (nesia-  Elizabeth  City,) 
April  19,  1862.     Body  not  recovered. 

6.  Lawrence  B.  Doggett  was  missing  at  the  passage  of  the 
Rapidan,  jnst  before  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  Va.;  taken 
prisoner,  cai-ried  to  the  "SlanghterPen,"at  AndersonviUe,  G-a,, 
where  he  died  Aug.  13,  1864,  of  chronic  diarrhtea.  The  num- 
ber of  his  grave  is  5,501. 

7.  Alanson  E.  Bathrick,  supposed  to  be  a  native  of  Westboro', 
but  had  resided  in  Mendon  many  years.  He  died  in  the  Hos- 
pital at  NewbeiTj,  N.  C,  May  18,  1863,     Body  not  recovered. 

8.  William  Gosgrove  was  the  son  of  John  and  Cathai'ine  Cos- 
grove,  and  was  born  in  Ireland.  He  died  of  fever  at  Carrollton, 
La.,  Sept.  9,  1863.     Body  not  recovered. 

9.  Samuel  Hall  was  mortally  wonnded  while  stormiog  a  fort 
on  Roanoke  Island,  N.  C. ,  Maa-ch  5,  1853.     Body  not  recovered. 

10.  Albert  Cookv/aa  the  son  of  Lyman  Cook,  who  lived  in  the 
east  pai-t  of  Mendon.  Was  mortally  wounded  May  9,  1864,  in 
an  attack  upon  the  Petersburg  and  Richmond  Railroad,  and 
died  the  next  day.  May  10,  1864,  at  10  o'clock  A.  iW.  Body  not 
recovered. 
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11  John  B.  Rochwood,  son  of  Samuel  and Roekwood. 

Died  in  the  hospital  at  Newbern,  N.  C,  Nov.  24,  1863. 

12.  Patrick  Wallace  was  born  in  Ireland.  While  relieving  a 
picket  in  the  night,  got  lost  and  went  beyond  the  picket  line, 
and  finally  approached  the  picket  he  was  to  relieve  from  the 
direction  of  the  rebela.  When  cJiallenged,  in  his  confusion,  he 
was  not  able  to  give  the  countersign,  was  fired  upon  by  the 
sentry,  and  was  mortally  wounded.  He  died  at  Newbern,  N. 
C,  Oct.  34,  1862.     Body  not  recovered. 

13.  Martin  S.  Howe,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Howe.  He 
died  of  quick  consumption  at  Morris  Island,  Nov.  33,  1863. 
Body  not  recovered. 

14.  Robert  Wallace,  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  was  brother 
of  Patrick  Wallace  (ante).  Was  mortally  wounded  in  a  skirmish 
near  Petersburg,  Va.,  May  6, 1864,  and  died  May  8, 1864.  Body 
not  recovered. 

15.  Samuel  Everton,  was  taken  prisoner  at  Plymouth,  N.  C, 
caiTied  to  Anderaonville,  and  there  died  in  August,  1864.  Body 
not  recovered, 

16.  Benjamin  H.  Smith,  was  taken  prisoner  at  Driuys  Bluff, 
Va.,  May  16,  1864,  and  caiTied  to  Andersonville,  Ga.  He  died 
on  an  open  car,  in  the  night,  near  Goldsborough,  N.  0.,  on  his 
return  to  be  exchanged.  During  the  night  on  which  he  died  he 
gave  a  diary,  which  he  had  kept  during  his  imprisonraeut,  to  a 
fellow  prisoner,  with  a  request  that  he  should  endeavour  to 
place  it  in  the  hands  of  some  Massachusetts  soldier.  As  tlie 
train  stopped  for  a  moment  at  Annapolis  Junction,  Md.,  the 
diai-y  was  given  to  William  D.  Oole,  a  member  of  the  same  com- 
pany and  a  neighbor  of  Smith,  and  by  liim  was  transmitted  to 
Mrs.  Smith.  This  was  sometime  in  the  spring  of  1865,  and  was 
the  first  tidings  that  had  been  received  from  Smith  since  he  was 
taken  prisoner.  May  16,  1864.  The  Commissioner  of  Pensions, 
not  being  satisfied  with  the  proof  of  the  death  of  Smith,  upon 
her  petition,  the  name  of  Nancy  Smith,  his  widow,  was  put 
upon  the  pension  roll  by  a  special  act  of  Congi-ess.  Body  not 
recovered. 

17.  Pi-anklin  Freeman  was  tlie  son  of  Alanson  S.  and  Caro- 
line Freeman.     He  was  drowned  while  bathing,  at  Newbern,  N. 


dbyGOOgIC 


1865.]  AKNALS  OF  MENDON.  669 

0.,  June  15,  ]86i).     The  body  was  recovered  and  buried  at  Albce- 
ville. 

18.  James  Burns.  Died  at  Washington,  D.  C,  of  wounds  re- 
ceived in  battle,  June  19,  1864.  Body  not  recovered,  Born  in 
County  Clare,  Ireland,  Dec.  14,  1845. 

19.  Anthon  C.  Taft  was  the  son  of  Pnfcman  W.  and  Hannah 
Taffc.  He  was  mustered  into  service  Aug.  1,  1864,  in  the  eoth 
Regiment  lor  one  hundred  days,  and  died  Nov.  19,  1864,  of 
typhoid  fever,  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.  He  held  the  warrant  of  a 
corporal.     Body  recovered  and  buried  in  Mendon. 

Rev.  Nahor  Augustus  Staples,  although  not  serving  in  the 
quota  of  Mendon,  in  the  war,  was  a  native  of  the  town,  and  de- 
serves a  place  on  the  roll  of  those  who  gave  up  their  lives  for 
the  salvation  of  their  country. 

He  was  the  son  of  Jason  and  Phila  (Taft)  Staples,  and  was 
born  in  Mendon  Aug.  24,  1830.  He  was  a  lineal  descendant 
from  Sergt.  Abraham  Staples,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the 
town.  After  attending  the  district  school  and  a  few  terms  at 
the  Uxbridge  Academy,  he  entered  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Westfleld,  from  whence  he  graduated  in  1850, 

In  the  autumn  of  1851  he  entered  the  Meadville  Theological 
School,  Pa.,  and  graduated  in  1864,  He  was  soon  afterwards 
called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in 
Lexington,  Mass.  In  the  fall  of  1856  he  was  called  to  the  newly 
organized  Unitarian  Church  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  soon  drew 
around  him  a  strong  and  enthusiastic  body  of  people,  giving 
himself  to  his  duties,  as  pastor  and  preacher,  with  ardent  devo- 
tion. 

Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  being  chosen  Chap- 
lain of  the  Sixth  Wisconsin  Regiment,  he  gave  up  the  chai-ge  of 
the  church  and  marched  with  the  regiment  to  the  battle  fields  in 
Virginia.  Here  he  showed  the  same  earaestness  and  enthusiasm 
ill  his  work  as  characterized  his  labor  in  the  ministry.  But  the 
exposure  and  hai'dships  of  camp  life  proved  too  severe  for  a  con- 
stitution which,  though  originally  strong,  had  already  begun  to 
show  symptoms  of  bi-eaking  down.  After  a  long  and  severe 
illness,  from  which  he  never  fully  recovered,  he  resigned  his 
commission  and  accepted  a  call  to  the  Thii-d  Unitarian  Church 
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in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y,  A  most  inviting  field  of  labor  was  opened 
to  liim  liere,  and  his  life  was  bright  in  promise  and  achievement. 
But  the  dark  shadow  of  disease  was  silently  and  steadily  deepen- 
ing upon  him.  While  his  intellectual  aud  spiritual  life  glowed 
with  intense  fervor,  his  physical  life  was  gradually  fading  away. 
In  the  third  yeai-  of  his  minisfcij  his  physical  energies  became 
utterly  prostrated,  and,  his  devoted  people  granting  him  a  leave 
of  absence,  he  began  to  make  preparations  for  a  sea  voyage. 
But  it  was  too  late,  and  he  quietly  passed  away  at  his  honse  in 
Brooklyn,  Feb.  6th,  1864,  in  the  33d  year  of  his  age. 

His  body  was  brought  to  Mendou,  where  funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  TJnitai'iau  Church,  Revs.  Robert  Collyer  and  Samuel 
Longfellow  officiating.  He  was  buried  in  the  Necropolis,  {new 
Cemetery)  and  a  simple  and  appropriate  monument  was  erected 
to  his  memoj-y  by  his  Brooklyn  friends. 

Eev.  Carlton  A.  Staples,  an  elder  brother  of  the  deceased,  is 
pastor  of  the  First  Congi'egational  Church  in  Providence,  K.  I., 
while  Henry  E.  Staples,  a  younger  brother,  resides  on  the  old 
psiternal  homestead. 

STATE  AID. 

Seventy-eight  families  have  received  State  Aid  to  the  amount, 
at  this  time,  (Sept.  17, 1880)  of  118,603.67.  At  present  but  Eour 
families  are  receiving  the  bounty  of  the  State,  to  the  extent  of 
130.50  per  month. 

Of  those  who  served  in  the  (^uota  of  Mendon,  all  were  honor- 
ably dischai'ged,  except 

.  Edwai'd  McKenney,  who  was  dishonorably  discharged,  March 
1,  1865,  and 

Heniy  F.  Jacobs,  who  deserted  Aug.  30,  1863, 

Ferdinand  A.  Bent,  who  deserted  Aug.  30,  1863,  aiid 

Geo.  0.  Shore,  who  deserted  Oct.  17,  1862. 

I  have  now  brought  the  history  of  "Mendon  in  the  Rebel- 
lion "  to  a  close.  Although  the  wai-  entailed  a  burdensome  debt 
npou  the  town — although  it  caused  the  voice  of  lamentation  and 
mourning  to  be  raised  in  many  of  its  households,  still,  its  crown- 
ing success  in  the  overthrow  and  abolition  of  American  Slavery 
is  accepted  as  a  compensation  for  its  manifold  privations  and  suf- 
ferings. 


dbyGOOgIC 


1866,  I  ANNA1,S  OF  MENUON.  671 

1866.  Mai'ch  5,  Tlie  annual  reports  of  the  several  town 
officers  wore  presented  in  print,  and  after  consideration  were  sev- 
erally accepted, 

David  Adams  was  chosen  Town  Clerk;  Alexander  H,  Allen, 
John  S.  Gaskill  and  William  H.  Aldrich,  Selectmen;  John  G. 
MetcaJf,  _  Treasurer;  George  W.  Thayer,  Constable,  and  Calvin 
Bntler  Collector  of  Taxes,  at  135.00. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1200  for  the  support  of  echools. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $550  for  the  support  of  the 
poor. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  1500  for  repairs  of  highways 
and  bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $800  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  pay  the  interest  on  the  town  debt 
from  the  money  deposited  in  bank  and  in  hand. 

Voted,  that  the  balance  of  cash  remaining  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  be  appropriated  toward  the  payment  of 
the  town  debt. 

March  17.  M,  C.  Gaskill  chosen  a  member  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed  at  the  last  meeting  to  raise 
$800  for  incidental  expenses,  and  now  voted  to  raise  3S200  for  the 
same. 

Voted  that  the  School  Committee  be  required  to  choose  a 
Siiperintendent  of  Schools,  and  that. his  salary  be  thirty-six  dol- 
lars, and  Gustavus  B.  Williams  waa  appointed. 

Voted  that  upon  ail  taxes  remaining  unpaid  after  the  10th  day 
of  September,  one  per  cent,  per  month  shall  be  added  thereto 
until  paid. 

■  The  committee  heretofore  chosen,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
subject  of  celebrating  the  Bi-Centennial  Anniversary  of  the  In- 
corporation of  the  Town,  -submitted  the  following  recommenda- 
tions 1 

1.  That  the  town  designate  the  19th  day  of  May,  1867,  to  be  observed 
with  appropriate  festivities  and  exercises,  for  celebrating  the  Two  Hun- 
dredth Anniversary  of  the  Act  of  Incorporation  of  the  Town. 

3.  That  a  Committee  of  Arnmgemeats  be  now  cliosen  whose  duty  it 
shall  he  to  consider  what  appropriate  exercises  and  festivities  will  be  proper 
for  celebrating  the  Two  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  Incorporation  of 
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the  Town,  and  to  reconimeud  what,  in  their  Judgment,  will  be  a  sufHcient 
sum.  of  money  to  meet  the  expensea  ot  the  same,  and  report  at  an  adjourned 
meeting. 

John  G,  Mbtcai.f, 
Silas  Dudley. 

Voted,  to  accept  and.  adopt  tlie  foregoing  report. 

Voted  that  the  Coaimittee  of  Arrangements  consist  of  tweiity- 
fiye  membera,  two  of  which,  at  least,  shall  be  chosen  from  each 
School  Disti'ict. 

The  committee  chosen  were  as  follows,  Tiz: 

District  1,  Putman  W.  Taft  and  Charles  A  Davenport;  3,  John  G.  Wet- 
calf  and  Silas  Dudley;  3,  Samuel  Q.  Wilcox  and  Andrus  Wheelock;  4, 
Lahan  Bates  and  John  R,  Hajward ;  5,  Olark  Oook  and  Adoniram  J.  Daw- 
ley;  6,  Perry  Wood  and  Davis  Bills;  and  7,  Alanson  S.  Freeman  and  Ar- 
nold Taft. 

Voted  the  committee  now  chosen  choose  the  eleven  members 
.  required  to  complete  the  full  committee  of  twenty-five. 

Voted  that  the  committee  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies  oc- 
curring in  their  number. 

Voted  that  the  following  list  of  Jurors  be  accepted,  via: 

Alanson  8.  Freemau,*  Andrus  Wheelock,*  Gilbert  Cook,  Putman  W. 
Taft,  Laban  Bates,*  A.  J.  Dawley,*  Andrew  H.  Reed,*  Wm.  T.  Metcalf,* 
Lysander  Grow,  David  Adams,  David  W.  Bennett,  Eli  Bates,  Andre  South- 
wick,  Silas  Dudley,  Jr.,  Austin  Wood,  Nathan  R.  George,  M.  0.  QaBkill, 
Perry  Wood,  Alanson  Taft. 

April  7.  Voted  that  the  town  accept  the  bridge  over  the  trench 
near  Samuel  U.  Wilcox's  box  shop,  built  by  him,  and  keep  the 
same  in  repair. 

A  committee  heretofore  chosen  to  consider  the  subject  of  the 
division  of  the  school  money,  made  a  report  and  the  same  was 


Voted  that  the  School  Committee  be  authorized  to  divide  the 
money  raised  and  appropriated  for  schools  the  present  year,  to- 
gether with  the  interest  of  the  surplus  revenue  and  the  dividend 
from  the  State  School  Fund,  among  the  several  School  Districte 
in  such  a  manner  that  the  school  or  schools  in  Districts  No,  3 
and  No.  7  shall  be  kept  seven  months,  and  all  the  other  schools 
six  months;  and  that,  should  there  be  a  deficit  after  making  the 
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division  as  hereby  provided,  the  Selectmen  ai-e  authorized  to  draw 
their  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  a  sufficient  sum  to  cover  it. 

At  this  meeting,  under  an  article  in  the  warrant,  the  question 
came  up  whether  the  town  would  vote  to  reimburse,  to  indi- 
viduals, siich  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  they  had  contributed  for 
the  purpose  of  filling  the  quotas  due  fi'om  Mendon,  under  any 
call  of  tlie  President  or  of  the  Wai'  Depai'tment,  during  the 
year  1864,  pursuant  fco  Chapter  153  of  the  Acts  of  1865. 

After  a  lengthy  and  at  times  an  acrimonious  discussion,  with- 
out coming  to  a  direct  vote,  the  meeting  was  adjourned  sine  die, 
by  a  vote  of  139  in  the  affirmative  to  93  in  the  negative, 

June  23.  The  second  article  in  the  warrant  for  this  meeting 
was  in  these  words: 

"  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  any  money  pur- 
suant to  Chap.  173  of  the  Acts  of  J8i)6,  for  the  aid  of  disabled  Soldiers  and 
Sailors  and  their  Families  and  for  the  Families  of  the  slwn." 

Voted  that  the  town  do  appropriate  money  for  the  purpose 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  article,  and  tliat  the  Treasurer  be 
authorized  and  empowered  to  raise  the  same,  by  borrowing  from 
time  to  time  upon  the  credit  of  the  town,  upon  the  liest  terms 
he  can,  and  for  a  term  of  time  not  exceeding  two  years,  such 
sums  as  may  be  required  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  whole 
sum  to  be  borrowed  under  this  vote  not  to  exceed  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars, 

Nov.  6.  Voted  that  the  further  sum  of  1300  be  appropriated 
for  the  support  of  the  schools  the  present  year,  provided  the 
Second  and  Seventh  Districts  have  seven  months  only,  and  the 
other  Districts  have  six  months  only  for  the  length  of  the 
schools. 

Voted  that  Gustavus  B.  Williams,  Jolin  8.  Gfaskill  and  PeiTy 
Wood  be  a  committee  to  buy  a  heai'se,  reported  to  be  for  sale  in 
Woonsoclret,  R.  I.,  or  repair  the  heai'se  now  owned  by  the  town, 
as  they  shall  judge  will  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  town. 

STATE   ELECTION. 
For  Governor,         Alcx'rH.  Bullock,  Worcester,  had  108  votes.     Elected. 
"        do  Theodore  H.  Sweetser,  Lowell,  had    38      " 

"    Lt.  Governor,  William  Claflin,  Newton,  had  JOS      " 

do  Horace  A.  Lee,  Springfield,  had        38     " 
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The  other  State  and  County  officers  hiid  the  Siime  iiumbev  of 
votes,  except  Joseph  Mason,  Clerk  of  the  Courts,  whose  vote  Wiie 
14'?,  being  nnaninious. 

Sbr  BspreaentaUvB  ia  Congress  Eighth  i>i8(/-i(!(— JolinD.  Baldwin,  Worces- 
ter,   had   109   votes;   Elected.     William   A.  Williams,  Worcester,  liad  38 

Senator,  Beornid  Wmvealer  JMsMel — George  8.  Ball,  Upton,  had  108  votes; 
Elected,     Henry  A.  Aldrich,  Mendon,  had  39  votes. 


FOR   BEPKBSBNTATIVES,    FIFTEENTH    WOItCESTER    DISTKIOT. 

The  State  having  been  new  districted,  Mendon,  TJxbridge, 
Blackstone  and  Milford  composed  the  Fifteenth  District,  witli 
three  Eei)reeeutatives. 

George  W.  Stacy,  Milford,  had  107  votes.  James  H.  Putnam,  Milford, 
had  108  votes.  John  S.  Needham,  Blackstene,  had  108  volfls.  Lucius  M. 
TliQjer,  Milford,  had  39  votes.  John  0.  Baxter,  Uxhridge,  had  39  votes. 
Mellens  Taft,  Blackstone,  had  39  votfls. 

The  thi'ee  first  named  were  elected  in  the  District  by  650  majority. 


REV.    RICHARD   COLEMAN,    THE   SEVENTEENTH    MINISTER. 

Eev.  Eiehard  Coleman  succeeded  Mr.  Phelan  and  began  his 
ministry  July  1,  1866,  He  continued  to  supply  the  pulpit  until 
I'ebruary,  1868,  when  he  removed  to  New  Hampshire. 


1867,  March  4.  The  Town  Officers'  reports  were  presented 
in  print,  and  severally  accepted  and  placed  on  file. 

David  Adams  was  chosen  Town  Clerk;  Alexander  H:  Allen, 
John  8.  Gfaskill  and  William  H.  Aldrich,  Selectmen;  John  G. 
Metcalf,  Treaenrer;  George  W.  Thayer,  Constable,  and  Charles 
0.  P.  Hastings,  Collector,  at  $40.00, 

Chose  thirteen  Highway  Surveyors  and  voted  that  the  high- 
way tax  be  paid  m  labor,  vi^  20  cents  per  honr  for  a  man,  and 
the  same  for  oxen  and  cart 

Voted  to  laise  and  appiopuate  1800  for  repairs  of  highways 
and  bridges 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropiute  $1300  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $500  for  the  support  of  the 
poor. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $500  for  incidental  expenses. 
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Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $700  to  pay  iriteresf.  on  town 
notes. 

Voted  to  abolisli  the  present  five  highway  districts  and  estab- 
lish tlie  thirteen  highway  districts  into  which  the  town  was 
formerly  divided. 

Voted  that  a  committee  of  three  he  chosen  to  consider  the 
subject  of  erecting  a  Monnment  in  memory  of  the  soldiers  be- 
longing to  this  town  who  have  died  ia  ,the  service  of  our  coun- 
try in  the  war  for  suppressing  the  Slave-Holders'  Rebellion,  in 
accordance  with  Chap.  100  of  the  Acts  of  1864,  and  to  report  at 
a  future  meeting. 

Austin  Wood,  Henry  A.  Aldrich  and  John  G.  Metcalf  were 
then  chosen  said  committee. 

March  16.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  an  additional  sum 
of  1134.35  to  pay  interest  on  town  notes, 

David  Adams  was  elected  a  member  of  the  School  Committee 
for  three  yeai-s,  and  Gustavus  B.  Williams,  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  at  $36.00. 

Voted  that  the  report  of  the  Treasurer,  in  the  case  of  Blias 
A.  Adams,  which  was  that  the  town  pay  to  said  Adams  the 
amount  of  his  tax  on  a  deposit  in  a  savings  bank,  and  adopted 
the  same. 

Voted  that  the  Fifth  School  District  he  united  to  the  Fourth 
District,  and  that  the  consolidated  districts  be  known  as  the 
Fourth  School  District, 

April  1.  Voted  that  the  Sixth  School  District  ho  hereafter 
known  as  Wo.  5,  and  the  Seventh  as  No.  6. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  #300  additional  for  the  support 
of  schools. 

It  was  certified  by  the  Assessors  that  the  number  of  persons 
liable  to  enrollment  was  163. 

BI-OENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION  OF  TITB  INCOKPORATION 
OF    MENDON. 

March  35,  1865.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  town  chose 
John  G-,  Metcalf,  Nathan  George  and  Silas  Dudley  a  committee 
to  make  arrangements  for  celebrating  the  Two  Hundredth  Anni- 
versary of  the  Incorporation  of  the  Town. 

Mai-eh  17,  1866,  the  committee  made  a  report  recommending 
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' '  May  15,  1867,  as  the  day  for  the  celebration,  and  that  a  com- 
mittee of  aiTangements  be  chosen,  which  shall  liave  the  oliarge 
of  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  celebration," 

The  following  persons  were  chosen  aa  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements, viz: 

Putman  W.  Taft,  Chas.  A.  Davenport,  Austin  D.  Davenport,  John  G. 
Metoalf,  John  S.  Gaskill,  Henry  A.  Aldrich,  Lysander  Grow,  Gilbert  Gas- 
Itill,  Willai'd  H.  Swan,  Samuel  Gaskill,  Laban  Bates,  Perry  Wood,  Austin 
Wood,  Silafl  Dudley,  Jr.,  Gustavua  B.  Williaraa,  Olney  Cook,  Scammell 
Aldrich,  Alanson  Taft,  Edward  B.  Taft,  John  R.  Hayward  and  David 
Adams. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee,  the-Eev.  Carlton  A.  Staples,  of 
Milwankee,  Wis.,  was  chosen  to  deliver  an  address,  and  the  Hon. 
Henry  Ohapin,  of  Worcester,  a  poem  on  the  day  of  the  celebra^ 
tion. 

Mr.  Staples  was  a  native  of  Mendon,  and  Mr.  Ohapin  of 
Upton. 

In  the  discharge  of  their  duties  the  committee  held  meetings, 
from  time  to  time,  at  which  the  various  arrangements  were  made 
and  the  sob-committees,  for  their  execution,  designated, 

Mr.  William  Tufts,  of  Boston  was  engaged  to  furnish  a  tent 
for  twelve  hundred  persons.  During  a  squall,  on  Sunday,  the 
tent  blew  down  and  another  was  substituted  in  season  for  the 
celebration  on  Tuesday. 

The  committee  completed  their  labors  in  the  matter  of  aiTange- 
ments by  the  following  election  of  offlcers  of  the  day,  viz: 

Presideiii—Dv.  Jolm  G.  Metcalf. 

Vi(X-PreiiidenU — Eheaezer  W.  Hayward,  Uxbridge;  William  Knowlton, 
Upton;  Paul  Whitin,  JNortlibridge;  John  S.  Gaakill,  P.  W.  Taft,  Perry 
Wood,  Asa  Pickering,  Bellingham;  Aaron  0.  Mayhew,  Milford;  James  K. 
ComStock,  Blackstone;  Labao  Bales,  Henry  A.  Aldrich,  Lysander  Grow. 

ContmiHee  of  Becepiion — Hem'y  A.  Aldrich,  Peri'y  Wood,  Lysander  Grow, 
P.  W.  Taft,  John  S.  Gaskill,  A.  W.  Gaskill. 

OMtf  Martluii^Gen.  William  F.  Draper. 

Aamlant  Ma/rshals — Col.  James  H.  Barker,  Oapt.  A.  8.  Tuttle,  Capt. 
William  Emery,  Lucius  Lowell,  Charles  H.  Spencer,  Herbert  A.  Bennett, 
Nathan  Wlieelock,  Hiram  O.  Gilson  and  Henry  Bates.  . '( 

Toast  Moiter—BffDxj  A,  Aldrich. 

The  early  morning,  on  the  day  of  the  celebration,  opened  with 
a  clouded  sky  and  prospects  of  rain.     Very  soon,  however,  the 
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clouds  broke  away  and  the  appearance  of  the  sim  gave  assurance 
of  the  propitious  day  which  followed. 

Lai'ge  delegations,  with  bands  of  music,  soon  began  to  anive 
fi-om  Belliugham,  Uxbridge,  Upton,  Milford,  Northbridge  and 
Blackstone,  which,  with  those  outside  of  the  family  circle, 
swelled  the  number  of  those  present  until  by  the  estimation  of 
competent  observei-s,  from  four  to  Ave  thousand  had  an-ived. 

At  10  o'clock.  A,  M,  a  procession  was  orgaiiiaed  by  the  t!hief 
Marslial  and  his  Aids,  and  marched  through  some  of  the  princi- 
pal streets  to  the  Unitarian  Choreh,  where  the  address  was  to  be 
delivered,     Tlie  progi-amme  of  the  procession  was  as  follows: 

American  Brass  BaDii.of  ProTidence,  R.  I. 

Miiford  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar. 

Chief  Marshal  and  Aids. 

Military 

Firemen. 

Committee  of  Arrangements,  . 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 

President  of  the  Day,  Vice-Presidents,  &c. 

Orator,  Poet  and  Invited  Guests. 

Citizens'  of  Bellingham,  incorporated  1T19. 

Citizens  of  Uxbridge,  incorporated  1734. 

Citizens  of  Upton,  incorporated  1733, 

Citizens  of  Northbridge,  incorporated  1773. 

Citizens  of  Milford,  incorporated  1780. 
Citizens  of  Blackstonc,  incorporated  ISil, 
Citizens  of  Mendon  on  foot. 
Carriages. 
Arriving  at  the  cLurch  the  services  were  continued  in  the  fol- 
lowing order  of  exercises: 
1.  Opening  Address  by  Dr.  John  G.  Mel«alf,  President  of  the  day. 
3.  Voluntary  by  the  American  Brass  Baud. 

3.  Reading  of  the  Scriptures  by  Hev.  Augustus  Caldwell,  Pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Society. 

4.  Anthem  by  the  choir. 

5.  Prayer  by  Rev.  Adin  Ballou,  of  Hopcdale,  (Milford). 

6.  Hymn — "Come thou  Almighty  King,"  ^^ 

7.  Address  by  Eev.  Carlton  A.  Staples,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

8.  Oi'iginal  Hymn,  by  Rev,  Adin  Ballou.    Tunc—"  Auld  Lang  Syne," 

9.  Music  by  the  baud, 

10.  Benediction  by  Itev.  Richai'd  Coieman,  Pastor  of  the  Unitarian 
Society. 
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The  dmreh,  having  been  recently  thoroughly  repaired,  seated 
among  the  stately  elms  and  evergreens  with  which  it  was  sur- 
rounded, presented  a  pleasing  proepect.  Its  interior  was  decorat- 
ed with  beautiful  flowers  and erergreens.  The  words  "Welcome 
Home,"  in  large  letters,  inscribed  npon  the  arch  in  the  rear  of 
the  pulpit,  furnished  a  fehcifcoiis  motto  for  the  opening  address 
■  by  the  President  of  the  day. 

At  the  close  of  the  services  iu  the  ehnich  the  piocession  was 
then  reformed  and  mai-ched  to  the  spaeious  tent  opposite  the 
cottage  of  Amariah  A.  Tiift,  where  twelve  hnndied  persons  sat 
down  to  a  substantial  repast.  A  proper  discussion  ot  the  vaiious 
items  in  the  bill  of  fare  having  been  accomplished,  the  Hon. 
Heniy  Chapin,  of  Worcester,  then  read  a  poem,  carrying  ue 
back  in  verse,  as  the  orator  of  the  day  had  in  prose,  through  the 
two  hundred  yeai-s  of  our  municipal  life. 

The  address  of  Mr.  Staples  was  replete  with  matters  of  his- 
toric interest,  interspersed  with  suggestion  and  sentiment, 
kindling,  it  is  hoped,  in  all  our  hearts  a  more  persistent  and 
reverent  love  of  home. 

Short  addresses,  in  response  to  sentiments,  were  made  by  Rev, 
Adin  Ballou,  of  Milford,  Francis  Deane,  Esq.,  of  Uxbridge, 
Hon.  E.  B.  Stoddard,  of  Worcester,  (for  Upton,)  Rev.  Lewis  E. 
Clark,  of  Northbridge,  M.  D.  Sonthwick,  M.  D.,  of  Blackstoue, 
Gen,  John  M.  Thayer,  Senator  in  Congress  from  Nebraska,  {for 
Bellingham),  Hon.  Ira  M.  Barton,  of  Worcester,  and  Dr. 
George  B.  Loring,  of  Salem. 

Ill  answer  to  the  toast,  "The  eaily  settlers  of  Mendou," 
response,  in  a  humorous  and  witty  poem,  was  made  by  Putnam 
W.  Tait,  of  Worcester. 

Letters  excusing  their  absence  were  received  from  Gov.  Bul- 
lock, Es-Govs.  Lincoln,  Boutwell,  Washburn  and  Clifford, 
Judge  Devens,  Isaac  Davis,  Benj.  F.  Butler,  Stephen  Salisbury, 
J.  S.  0.  Knowlton,  Enos  W.  Taft  and  Samuel  P.  Bates,  Esqrs. 

The  proceedings  at  the  celebration  were  published,  and  copies 
may  be  found  in  the  librai-ies  of  the  American  Antiquai'ian  So- 
ciety, the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  the  N,  E.  Historical 
and  Genealogical  Society,  and  the  Worcester  Society  of  An- 
tiquity. 

Nov.  5.  Taxes  were  foregone  during  the  year  to  the  amount 
of  153.25. 
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STATE  ELECTION. 

For  Governor,         Alexander  H.  BuUctck,  Worcester,  liad  113  votes, 
Electecl. 
"            do             John  Quincy  Adams,  Quincy,  had  50      " 

■'   Lt.  Governor,  "William  Olaflin,  Newton,  had  133      " 

"  do         George  M.  Steai'ns,  Chicopee,  had  53      " 

The  remaining  State  and  County  officers  had  the  same  num- 
ber of  voteg. 

Fbr  Senator,  Second  Worcester  Dw(m!(— Jonathan  D.  Wheeler,  Qi-afton, 
had  95  votes;  (elected).     Wm.  P.  Slocumb,  Grafton,  had  78  volea. 

For  BepresenlaUtm,  Mfleenth  Worcester  District— A..  A.  Cook,  MUford, 
Lad  80  votes.  Estes  Lamh,  Blaekatone,  had  80  votes.  Cliaa.  A.  Wliee- 
lock,  Uxbridge,  had  80  votes.  Isaac  H,  Steams,  Milford,  had  89  votes; 
elected.  Moses  Farniim,  Blackstone,  tad  38  votes.  Darius  Bennett, 
Biackstonc,  had  79  votes.  Charles  Wing,  Uxbridge,  liad  99  votes.  An- 
drew J.  Sumuer,  Milford,  liad  18  votes,     Samuel  Taft,  Uxbridge,  had  1 


i868.  The  several  town  officers  having  made  their  reports, 
and  tlie  same  having  been  considered  and  accepted — 

David  Adams  was  elected  Town  Clerk;  Alexander  H,  Allen, . 
John  S.  Gaakill  and  William  H,  Aldriehj  Selectmen;  John  G. 
Metcalf,  Treasurer;  George  W.  Thayer,  Constable,  and  Marcns 
M.  Aldrich,  Collector,  at  141.00. 

Gustavue  B.  Williams  chosen  School  Committee  for  three 
years. 

Voted  that  the  highway  taj;  be  paid  in  money. 

Voted  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  and  authorized 
to  purchase  tools  and  teams  and  hh'e  men  by  the  month  to  keep 
the  roads  and  bridges  in  repair. 

PeiTy  Wood,  Erastus  Hill  and  Aaa-on  C.  Cook  were  chosen 
the  Committee  and  Highway  Snrveyors,  and  were  to  receive  a 
fair  compensation  for  their  services  while  engaged  in  that 
business. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1000  for  repairs  of  highways 
and  bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1500  for  the  support  of 
schools. 

-  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $600  for  the  support  of  the 
poor. 
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Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $500  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $825  for  interest  on  the  town 
debt. 

Voted  tliat  the  town  authorize  the  Treasurer  to  borrow  a  suf- 
ficient sum  of  money  to  meet  the  demands  against  the  town. 

Voted  not  to  abolish  the  existing  school  districts  in  town. 

Voted  that  the  School  Committee  appoint  a  Superintendent 
of  Schools,  and  Gnstavus  B.  Williams  was  appointed- 
Voted  to  accept  the  following  list  of  jurors, 

*AndruB  Wlieelock,  Putman  W.  Taft,*  Laban  Bates,  *A.  J.  Dawley,  A. 
H.  Reed,  Charlea  Fletcher,  *Linus  B.  Staples,  *Wm.  T.  Metcalf,  Perry 
"Wood,  John  S,  Gaskill,  M.  M.  Aldrich,  Wm.  P.  Wood,  David  Adams, 
*Alex'.  H.  Allen,  David  W.  Bennett,  Andre  Southwick,  Quatavus  B.  Wil- 
liams, Austin  Wood.  Austin  D.  Davenport,  H.  C.  Gaskill,  *Royal  M. 
Wheelock. 

Heard  a  verbal  report  fi'om  the  committee,  heretofore  chosen 
to  repair  the  hearse,  and  voted  that  the  committee  be  discharged, 
and  immediately  voted  to  reconsider  the  vote,  and  then  voted 
that  the  committee  be  instructed  to  repair  the  hearse. 

THE   TRAMP   QUESTION. 

Voted  that  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  be  authorized  to  provide 
for  transient  persons,  who  may  call  for  temporary  assistance,  at 
other  places  besides  the  Town  Asylum,  at  the  expense  of  the 
town. 

March  36.  Voted  that- the  Highway  Surveyors  of  the  present 
year  call  upon  those  persons,  whose  highway  taxes  were  not 
worked  out  last  year,  and  superintend  the  working  out  the 
same  in  those  districts  where  the  taxes  were  assessed. 

Voted  that  the  Assessors  for  the  present  and  succeeding  year 
prepare  an  abstract  of  the  valuation  and  the  amount  of  taxes 
assessed  upon  each  tax-payer,  and  have  the  same  published  with 
the  annual  town  reports. 

April  6.  Voted  that  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  for  the 
present  year  be  paid  $36.00. 

Voted  to  adopt  the  second  section.  Chapter  83,  of  the  General 
Statutes,  relating  to  the  taking  fish  from  the  ponds  and  rivers. 

Voted  that  Lewis  Wood,  Aaron  C.  Cook  and  Ezekiel  P.  Gas- 
kiU,  together  with  Selectmen,  be  a  committee  to  enforce  the 
fishing  law. 
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The  subject  of  ii  watering  basin,  in  the  vicinity  of  fciie  Poi^t 
Office,  was  referi'ed  to  the  Highway  Surveyors, 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  to  allow  fifteeu  cents 
per  hour  for  a  man,  and  the  same  for  a  yoke  of  oxen,  while  em- 
ployed in  breaking  out  the  roads  and  clearing  fchem  from  snow, 
who  were  assessed  the  present  yeai',  and  twenty  cents  per  honr 
to  those  who  work  to  pay  their  taxes  of  last  year. 

May  4.  Voted  to  establish  a  High  School,  to  be  kept  for 
the  benefit  of  all  the  inhabitants. 

Voted  to  appropriate  *400  of  the  money  raised  and  appropri- 
ated at  the  Mai-ch  meeting  for  the  support  of  the  schools,  to 
defray  the  exi^enses  of  the  High  School. 

Voted  that  the  SelectmQn  and  the  School  Committee  provide 
a  suitable  room  and  furnish  the  same  and  provide  the  wood,  and 
that  the  expense  be  paid  from  the  money  raised  for  incidental 


Voted  that  the  town  authorize  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  to 
pay  the  widow  Catharine  Cosgrove  for  rent  of  room  and  taking 
care  of  Benjamin  AVlieelock,  one  year  from  date,  the  sum  of 
fifty  dollars. 

Voted  that  the  leasing  of  Mendon  Pond  be  refeiTcd  to  the 
Selectmen. 

August  10.  Voted  tq  indefinitely  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  fourth  ai-ticle  in  the  wan-ant,  ivhich  was  "to  see  if  the 
town  would  vote  to  reconsider  and  rescind  the  vote  establishing 
a  High  School." 

Alexandei'  H.  Allen  was  eliiosen  agent,  and,  under  the  advice 
of  competent  counsel,  instructed  to  settle  with  Mrs.  Mai-y  M. 
Taft,  or  defend  the  suit  brought  by  her  against  the  town,  on 
account  of  a  tax  against  her,  as  in  his  judgment  will  best  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  the  town. 

Voted  that  the  fourth  article  in  the  waiTant  (a  new  one)  be 
indefinitely  postponed,  which  was  "to  see  if  the  money  raised 
for  schooling  should  be  divided  in  specific  smiis  among  the 
several  School  Districts." 

Nov.  3.  Taxes  were  foregone  during  the  year  to  the  amount 
of  $66.44. 
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PRESIDENTIAL    ELECTION. 
Electors  at  Large, — David  Sears,  of  Boston,  had  157  votes.     Jnlm  H,  Clif- 
ford, of  New  Bedford,  liad  1S7  votee.     Josiah  G.  Abbott,  of  Boston,  liiid 
57  vofca.    John  R.  Briggs,  of  Sheffield,  had  57  votes. 

District  1.  District  No.  6, 

E.  L..Pease,  Edgartoc 157    G.  Coggswell,  Bradford ..157 

I.  T.  Jones,  Sandwich 57     J,  K.  Tarbox,  Lawrence 57 

No.  2.  No.  7- 

Wmiam  Mason,  TauntoQ 157  J.  W.  Edraands,  Newton 157 

S.  B.  Thaster,  Arlington 57  W.  F.  Salmon,  Lowell 57 

No.  8.  No.  8. 

Wm.  Whiting,  Boston 157  Paul  WhiUn.  Northbridge 157 

James  M,  Eeith.  Boston 57  L.  Barker,  Worcester 57 

No.  4.  No.  9. 

F.  B.  Fay,  Chelaea 157  0.  A.  Stephens,  Ware 157 

E.  C.  Bai'iies,  Chelsea S7  J.  O.  Hale,  Hubbardstou 57 

No.-  5.  No.  10, 

J.  N.  BufEum,  Lynn 157     A.  B.  Whiting,  Westfield 157 

Jona.  Nayson,  Amesbury 57    H.  W.  Bishop,  Lennox 57 

STATE   ELECTION". 

For  Governor,         William  Olaflin,  Newton,  had  154  votes.      Elected. 

John  Q.  Adams,  Qiiincy,  had  61 

For  Lt.  Governor,  Joseph  Tucker,  Lennos,  15i 

Reuben  Noble,  Westfield,  had  61      " 

Candidates  for  other  State  and  County  offices  had  tlie  same 
11  n  tuber  of  votes. 

Mr  Bepremntatim  in  Congress,  Mght/i  District— George  F.  Hoar,  Wor- 
cester, had  157  votes.     Henry  H.  Steanis,  Dudley,  had  60  votes. 

Mr  BepresentaUve  to  t?is  General  GouH,  Mfteenth  Worcester  Dwfl'sef— Albei-t 
A.  Burrill,  Milford,  had  157  votes.  Thos.  G.  Kent,  Milford,  had  156  votes. 
Alex'r  H.  Allen,  Mendon,  had  149  votes.  Leonard  Wakefield,  Milford, 
had  59  votes.  Edward  McGowan,  Milford,  had  69  votes.  Jei'emiah  Get- 
chel,  Blackstone,  liad  57  votes. 

The  three  first  named  were  elected  in  the  Distilct  by  469  majority. 

REV.    DAVID    P.    LINDSLBY,    THE    EIGHTEENTH    MINISTER. 

Mr.  Lindsley  began  his  service  April  1, 1868,  and  sustained  the 
pastoral  office  until  Mareli  31,  1871.  He  was  the  author  of  a 
manual  on  Tachygraphy,  and  Las,  siuee  leaving  Mendon,  been 
engaged  in  teaching  the  art. 
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1869.  Jan,  33.  Voted  that  John  G.  Metcalf  and  Peny 
Wood  be  a  committee  to  appear  before  the  County  Commission- 
ers, in  the  case  of  the  appeal  of  Stephen  Torreyforan  abatement 
of  tasee  recently  assessed  on  him  as  administrator,  de  bonis  non, 
of  the  estate  of  Benjamin  Davenport. 

March  1.  After  the  nsnal  disposition  of  the  reports  of  tJie 
various  town  officers, 

David  Adams  was  chosen  Town  Olerb;  Gnstavus  B.  Williams, 
Linns  B.  Staples  and  Albert  W-  Grastillj-Selectmen;  John  Gf. 
Metcalf,  Treasurer;  George  W.  Thayer,  Constable,  and  Calvin 
Bntler,  Collector,  at  Ui.OO. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1650  for  the  support  of 
schools. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  3*500  for  the  snp|iort  of  the 
poor. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  11000  for  repairs  of  roads  and 


Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  1500  for  incidental  e 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  tlOOl  to  pay  the  interest  on 
the  town  debt,  now  amounting  to  $16,055.00. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  borrow,  in  behalf  of 
the  town,  such  snms  of  money  as  may  be  uecessaiy  to  redeem 
the  town  bonds  which  will  fall  due  the  present  municipal  year. 

Chose  Laban  Bates,  Austin  D.  Davenport  and  John  S.  Gas- 
kill,  Snrveyors  of  Highways. 

Voted  that  the  town  do  not  abolish  tlie  existing  school  dis- 
tricts; the  vote  standing  yeas  33,  nays  64. 

Voted  that  the  High  School  be  continued. 

Voted  that  the  School  Committee  consist  of  two  from  each 
district. 

Chose  Calviu  Buller,  John  W.  Murray,  John  R.  Hayward  and 
Linus  B.  Staples  for  three  yeai's. 

Perry  Wood,  Sullivan  H.  Taft  and  Eli  Bates  for  two  years. 

Georgo  W.  Cromb,  Joseph  Bates  and  E.  P.  Gaskill  for  one 
year. 

Voted  that  to  all  taxes  not  paid  before  the  firat  day  of  Septem- 
ber of  the  present  yeai',  one  per  cent,  per  month  shall  be  added 
thereto  until  paid. 

Voted  that  the  School  Committee  be  reqrrired  to  appoint  a  Su- 


dbyGOOglC 


684  ANNALS    OF    MENDON.  [1^69. 

periu  ten  dent  of  Schools,  with  a  salsvvy  of  ^36. 00  per  year,  and. 
Gcustavus  B.  Williams  was  appointed. 

Voted  that  the  fifteenth  ai-ticle  be  indefinitely  postponed. 
This  article  proposed  the  abolition  of  the  present  mode  of  repair- 
ing the  roads  and  bridges  with  three  snrTeyors,  and  re-establishing 
the  thirteen  districts  into  which  the  town  was  formerly  divided. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  pay  twenty  cents  per  hour  for  shov- 
elling snow  the  past  year,  and  make  up  the  pay  to  those  already 
settled  with  at  fifteen  cents  per  honr  at  the  same  rate. 

John  S.  Gaskill,  George  W.  Cromb  and  Perry  Wood  were 
etosen  a  committee  to  learn  at  what  terms- a  stone  crusher  can 
be  procured. 

April  17.  By  Chapter  110  of  the  Acts  of  1869,  the.  School 
District  system  in  this  Commonwealth  was  abolished.  By  the 
second  section  of  the  Act  it  became  the  duty  of  the  town,  forth- 
with, to  take  possession  of  all  the  school  houses,  lands  and  other 
property  owned  and  used  by  the  several  school  districts;  to  have 
the  same  appraised  and  a  tax  ..levied  upon  the  whole  town  eqiial 
to  the  amount  of  said  appraisal.  It  was  also  provided  that  there 
should  be  remitted  to  the  tax-payers  in  each  district  the  said 
appraised  value  of  its  property  thus  taken;  provided  that  the 
appraisal  of  the  school  property  in  any  district  or  the  amount  to 
be  remitted  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  that  has  been  actually 
raised  by  taxation  in  such  district  for  such  property. 

Pursuant  to  this  act,  the  town  voted  to  choose  a  committee  of 
one  fram  each  district  and  one  at  large,  to  make  the  required 
appraisal  of  the  school  property  in  the  six  school  districts  into 
which  the  town  was  divided. 

Then  chose  for  District  No.  1,  David  W.  Bennett;  No,  3, 
William  T.  Metcalf;  No.  3,  Olney  Cook;  No.  4,  Laban  Bates; 
No.  5,  Perry  Wood;  No.  6,  Royal  M.  Wheelock;  and  Silas  Dud- 
ley at  large. 

May  8.  Majority  and  minority  reports  were  made  by  this 
committee,  and  the  town  accepted  the  report  of  the  majority, 
and  which  is  as  follows,-  viz: 

The  following  ia  tlie  valueof  school  property  in  eacli  School  District,  viz: 
District  No.  1 %    3T5  00    Distriot  No.  4 f365  00 

do.       "    3 1,350  00       do.       ■'    5 288  00 

do.       "    S 463  00       do.       "    6  444  00 

Total  value  of  school  property $3,185  00 
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Without  further  action  of  the  town  the  aeseaameiit  of  the 
above  appraisal  and  its  subsequent  remission  to  the  tax  payers  in 
each  district  was  made. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  he  instructed  to  appear  aud  defend 
the  snit  of  Fi'eeborn  D.  J;  Bai'ney,  of  Bellingham,  for  alleged 
injury  by  reason  of  a  defect  in  the  highway. 

The  result  of  tliis  was  that  the  damages  recovered  and  the 
eost^s,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $514.  Tfi. 

The  following  list  of  Jurors  was  reported  and  adopted,  viz: 

*Eoyal  M.  Wheelock,  Micajah  C.  Gaskill,  Charles  Pletcber,  Samuel  W. 
Wilcos,  Austin  D.  Davenport,  Perry  Wood,  Austin  Wood,  Gustavus  B. 
Williams,  Elisa  T,  Bates,  John  B,  Hayward,*  Alexander  H,  Allen,  Calvin 
Butler,  Andre  Soutliwick,  David  Adams,  *Lin«s  B.  Staples,  Samuel  H, 
Taft,  John  S.  Gaskill,  William  P.  Wood.  *Aaron  C.  Cook,  Willard  Wilcox. 

August  14,  Voted  that  the  town  instruct  the  agent  chosen  to 
defend  the  suit  brought  by  Mary  M.  Taft,  to  settle  with  her  by 
paying  over  to  her  the  amount  of  taxes  paid  in  1865  and  1866, 
with  interest  on  the  same,  provided  she  will  abandon  the  suit 
and  pay  her  own  cost. 

Nov.  3.     Amount  of  taxes  foregone  during  the  year,  $73.49. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  take,  from  the 
amount  raised  for  incidental  expenses,  the  amount  that  will  he 
sufficient  for  the  necessary  repairs  of  the  school  houses  and  fur- 
nishing the  same. 

STATE    ELECTION". 

For  Governor,         William  Claflin,  of  Newton,  iiad        54  votes.     Elected. 
John  Q.  Adams,  of  Quincy,  had        27 
E.  M.  Ohamherlain,  of  Boston,  had  54 

For  r.i.  Governor,  Joseph  Tucker,  of  Lennox,  had  54 
S.  O.  Lamb,  of  Greeotield,  had  37 
Jas.  Ohattaway,  of  Springfield,  had  54 

The  other  State  and  County  Officers  had  the  same  numbei'  of 
votes. 

For  Senator,  Second  Worcester  District— Oh.ai:\ee  A.  Wheelock,  Uxhridge, 
had  34  votes;  Elected.  J.  Henry  Wood,  Grafton,  had  37  vol«s.  Prescott 
West,  Milford,  had  54  votes. 

Ml'  Beprmenlatiicm,  Mfteenih  Worcenler  IHatHcf — John  C.  Scott,  Black- 
atone,  liftd  65  votes.  Bainhrldge  Hayward,  Milford,  iiadSS  votes;  Elected. 
A.  A.  Shei'man,  Uxbridge.  had  5.3  votes;  Elecr«d.    S.  J.  Onion,  Milford, 
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had  54  votes.  Harrison  C.  Wlittmore,  UxLridge,  Lad  79  votes;  Elected. 
Patrick  Coolt,  Blaclistone,  had  54  votes.  Leooard  Waltetielcl,  Milford, 
had  27  votes.     Dennis  McMullen,  Blacltatone,  iiad  37  votfls, 

Nov.  34.  Linus  B.  Staples  was  chosen  an  agent  to  oppose  the 
laying  ont  of  the  road  (Mendon  to  Hopedale),  described  in  tlie 
petition  of  Oliarles  A.  Davenport  and  others,  to  fclie  Col^nty  Com- 
missioners. 


1870.  March  7.  The  several  reports  of  the  town  officers  hav- 
ing been  presented  in  print,  discnseed  and  accepted,  then 

Chose  David  Adams,  Town  Clerk;  Samuel  H.  Taft,  Anstin  D. 
Davenport  and  Edward  H.  Taft,  Selectmen;  John  Gt.  Metcalf, 
Treasurer;  George  W.  Thayer,  Constable,  and  Francis  Eaton 
Wheelock,  Collector. 

Chose  for  School  Committee,  Edward  H,  Taft,  David  Adams, 
Ezekiel  P.  Gaekill  and  John  W.  Jonnison  for  three  yeai's,  and 
Samnel  W,  Wilcox  for  two  yeais. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1650  for  school  purposes. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  S600  for  the  supi>ort  of  the 
poor. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  J400  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  JllOO  for  interest  on  the  town 
debt. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  11500  for  roads  and  bridges. 

On  motion  of  Calvin  Butler,  voted  that  the  appropriation  for 
roads  be  assessed  in  a  separate  tax  npon  the  polls  and  estates. 

That  we  elect  thirteen  Highway  Surveyors  in  the  old  thirteen 
highway  districts. 

That  tbe  Highway  Surveyors  have  charge  of  the  roads  and 
bridges,  and  see  that  the  money  is  judiciously  expended. 

That  if  any  of  the  Highway  Snrveyora  neglect  or  refuse  to 
serve,  the  others  shall  see  that  the  money  is  Judiciously  expended. 

That  the  Selectmen,  upon  petition  of  the  Highway  Surveyors, 
shall  select  and  lay  any  lot  or  lots  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting eai'th  or  gravel  for  the  repaii's  of  the  roads,  as  provided  in 
Chap.  SS?  of  the  Acts  of  1869,  and  the  damages  awarded  for 
such  lot  or  lots  shall  be  taken  ont  of  the  money  raised  for  repair 
of  roads  and  bridges. 
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Iligliway  Surveyors  were  then  chosen  for  the  thirteen  districts. 

Voted  that  the  School  Committee  appoint  a  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  and  Gnstavus  B.  Williams  vas  appointed. 

Voted  thsit  to  all  taxes  not  paid  on  or  before  Sept.  10,  one  per 
cent  per  month  shall  be  added. 

Voted  to  continue  the  High  School. 

Alexander  H.  Allen,  John  G.  Metcalf  and  David  Adams  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  town  Records 
and  make  a  report  at  the  adjourned  meeting. 

Henry  A.  Aldrich,  Samuel  H.  Taft  and  Marcas  M.  Aldrich  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  repair  the  inside  of  the  Town  Hall  and 
establish  the  price  for  the  use  of  the  Hall,  and  j^eport  at  the  ad- 
journed meeting. 

Voted  that  the  School  Committee  consider  the  subject  of  bniid- 
iug  a  new  school  house  in  the  First  District,  and  report  at  an 
adjourned  meeting. 

There  having  been  some  ditiference  of  opinion,  heretofore, 
about  the  use  of  the  school  rooms,  under  the  Town  Hall, 

Upon  motion  of  Nathan  George,  it  was  voted  that  tlie  School 
Committee  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  be  and  said  committee  is 
hereby  authorized,  instructed  and  directed,  upon  receiving  from 
the  party  or  parties  applying  therefor,  reasonable  assurance  that 
all  damage  done  the  school  rooms  of  the  school  house  of  the 
former  Second  School  District  in  Mendon,  their  furniture,  school 
boolis  and  other  equipments  (beyond  the  ordinary  wear  and  tear 
thereof)  shall  be  immediately  made  good  by  or  at  the  expense 
of  the  party  or  parties  aforesaid,  and  upon  the  further  reasona- 
ble assurance  that  intoxicating liquoi-a  shall  be  prohibited  in  said 
school  rooms,  to  open  and  allow  said  school  rooms  to  be  used  as 
ante-rooms  whenever  the  Town  Hall  shall  be  nsed  for  fairs, 
dancing  parties  or  other  social  gatherings,  the  applicant  or  appli- 
cants paying  for  the  use  thereof  one  dollar  per  night. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  borrow,  in  behalf 
of  the  town,  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet 
the  current  expenses,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of  the 
taxes. 

Voted  that  the  Treasnrer  be  directed  to  borrow,  in  behalf  of 
the  town,  the  sum  of  eighteen  hnndi-ed  dollar's  to  pay  for  bonds 
becoming  dne  the  cun-ent  year. 
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By  an  act  of  tlie  Colonial  Legislature,  in  the  oldeu  time,  iill 
ponds  with  an  area  exceeding  twenty  acres  were  declaimed  to  be 
the  property  of  the  State,  April  1,  1870,  the  Fish  Couimis- 
sioners  on  Inland  Fisheries  leased  Mendon  Pond,  "for  the  cul- 
tivation and  maintenance  of  nsefnl  flshea,"  for  the  period  of 
twenty  years,  as  ^vill  be  seen  by  the  following  Indenture,  tIz: 

This  Ibdebture  made  this  first  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Loi-d 
eighteen  liundred  and  seventy,  by  and  between  the  Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, party  of  the  first  pai't,  acting  by  Theodore  Lyman  of  Brooklino 
in  the  County  of  Norfolk  and  Edward  A.  Brackett  of  Winchester  in  the 
County  of  Middlesex,  two  of  tlie  Board  of  Commissioners  on  Inland  Fish- 
erica  of  said  Commonwealth  duly  empowered  and  antlioiized  by  section 
nine  of  Chapter  Three  Hundred  and  Eighty  four  of  the  Acts  of  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty  nine,  and  Leonard  J.  Wilson  of  Milford  in  the 
County  of  Woi'ceeter  and  John  Biiss  of  Newton  in  said  County  of  Middle- 
sex, parties  of  the  second  pari;,  witnesseth : 

That  said  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  dotli  hereby  demise  and  lease 
unto  said  parties  of  the  second  part  a  certain  great  pond  situate  in 
Mendon  in  said  County  of  Worcester,  exceeding  twenty  acres  in  area,  and 
commonly  known  as  Mendon  Pond,  for  the  purpose  of  the  cultivation  of 
useful  fishes. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  same  for  the  term  of  twenty  years  from  the  day 
of  the  dat«  hereof,  yielding  and  paying  therefor  unto  the  Treasury  of  said 
town  of  Mendon,  during  the  firstsix  years  of  the  period  embraced  by  this 
lease,  rent  at  the  rale  of  one  dollar  per  amnun,  and  during  the  next  thir- 
teen yeai's  rent  at  the  rate  of  fifty  dollars  per  annum,  SMd  rent  being  in  each 
case  payable  on  the  first  day  of  April  in  each  year. 

And  the  said  Lessees  hereby  covenant  with  said  Commonwealth  and  its 
assigns,  that  they  and  their  helra,  executors  and  administrators  will  pay 
s«d  rent  in  manner  aforesaid;  that  they  will  not  occupy  more  than  one 
tenth  part  of  the  premises  aforesaid  with  the  enclosure  and  appliances 
necessary  for  the  taking  and  culture  of  fishes  as  aforeswd;  that  tliey  will 
not  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  this  lease  to  tlie  prejudice  of  any 
public  right  other  than  the  taking  and  cultivation  aforesaid,  and  they  will 
not  debar  ingress  to  and  egress  from  said  premises,  at  proper  places  and  at 
proper  times;  that  they  will  not  without  the  consent  in  writing  of  SMd 
Board  of  Commissioners  on  Inland  Fisheries  or  their  successors,  assign  this 
lease  or  underlet  their  right  to  talce  and  cultivate  as  aforesaid,  as  to  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  said  premises;  that  they  will  allow  said  Commission- 
ers and  their  successors  personally  or  by  their  deputies,  at  all  times  to  enter 
on  said  premises  to  inspect  the  same  and  to  take  fishes  for  purposes  con. 
necfed  with  fish  culture  and  scientific  observation;  that  they  will  observe 
all  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  relating  to  Inland  Fisheries  and  that 
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during  the  tweutieth  year  of  the  period  embraced  by  this  lease,  for 
which  year  no  rent  is  hereby  reserved,  they  will  Dot  talte  nor  capture  any 
useful  fisheiS  nor  siiSer  the  same  to  he  captured  or  taken  within,  the  limits 
of  said  premises. 

Provided  always  that  tliese  presents  are  upon  this  conditioo,  that  in  case 
of  the  breach  of  any  of  the  covenants  lo  be  observed  on  the  part  of  the 
Lessees  or  in  case  the  estate  hereby  created  shall  be  taken  from  the 
Lessees  ortheir  representatives  by  process  of  law,  proceeding  in  bankruptcy 
or  otherwise,  the  said-  Commissioners  or  their  sucoessova  may;  while  the 
default  or  the  neglect  continues  or  at  any  time  after  sucli  taking  by  process 
of  law,  without  any  notice  or  demand,  enter  upon  said  premises  and  there- 
by determine  the  estate  hereby  created  and  espel  and  lemove,  forcibly  if 
necessary,  the  lessees  and  those  claiming  undei  them  and  their  effects  and 
all  fishes  artificially  cultivated  and  maintained  bv  said  Lessees  on  said 
premises  and  not  removed  by  them  at  the  expiration  ot  the  nineteenth 
year  of  this  lease  shaU  become  the  absolute  pioperty  of  said  Common- 
wealth. 

In  witness  whereof  to  this  and  anothei  instiument  ot  like  tenor,  the  said 
Lessees  individually  set  their  hands  and  seals,  and  the  said  Lyman  and  said 
Brackett,  Commissioners  as  aforesaid,  to  the  same  set  their  hands  and 
caused  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  to  be  affixed. 

The  pond  hereby  leased  contains  107  acres. 

April  4.  Heard  the  report  of  the  School  Committee  on  the 
subject  of  a  new  school  house  in  the  First  School  District.  Thej 
recommend  the  building  of  a  new  one. 

Voted  that  all  bills  for  breaking  out  roads  and  clearing  them 
of  snow  shall  be  paid  when  approved  by  the  Surveyor  of  the 
district  where  the  labor  was  performed. 

REPOET   OP   A   COMMITTEE. 

The  committee  chosen  at  the  March  meeting  "  to  consider 
what  measures,  if  any,  should  be  adopted  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Town  Records,  and  for  authenticating,  legally,  any  tran- 
scripts of  such  portions  of  the  same  as  have  been  heretofore 
made,"  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

The^«{  volume  of  the  records  beginning  with  the  first  town  meeting  in 
1667,  though  with  some  loose  leaves  and  one  cover  gone,  is  atiil  complete, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  words  at  the  bottom  of  the  first  four  leaves, 
and,  when  one  has  mastered  its  quaint  cbirography,  may  be  readily  read. 

The  second  and  tMrd  volumes  are  getting  somewhat  loose  in  their  covers 
and,  if  much  longer  neglected,  will  require  rebinding.  To  guard  against 
the  contingency  of  loss  or  mutilation,  by  a  longer  delay,  your  committee 
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recommend  that  volumes  one,  koo  aad  tJi^ree  be  suitably  anil  substantially 
retiound  and  lettered. 

In  regard  to  the  jSi'Si  volume  although  we  have  a  tvaascript  which  is  be- 
lieved to  be  a  true  copy,  atiU  it  has  aever  been  legally  authenticated.  The 
transcript  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  is  in  the  same  category.  The«e 
transcripts  may  be  authenticated  by  the  oath  of  the  Town  Clerk,  by  com- 
paring the  blind  and  autic[uated  haud  wiiting  of  the  original,  in  many  in- 
stances to  he  deciphered  with  great  difficulty,  with  the  copy.  This  mode 
will  req^uire  much  time  and,  consequently,  he  attended  with  considerable 
expense. 

Your  Committee  have  supposed  tliat.  upon  the  oath  or  afldavit  of  the 
persona  employed  for  the  purpose,  that  the  transcripts  were  true  copies  of 
the  original  records,  they  might  be  autlienticated  by  a  special  act  of  the 
Legislature.  This  would  be  a  more  expeditious  and  less  expensive  mode 
of  procedure  than  that  by  comparing  the  copies  with  the  originals  by 
the  Clerk, 

In  regard  to  the  first  volume,  although  it  has  been  copied  and,  when  duly 
authenticated,  will  be  a  legal  recorf  of  the  town,  we  nevertheless  legard  it 
as  a  treasure  of  great  value  on  account  of  its  antiquity.  We  should  remem- 
ber that  its  initial  record  was  made  more  than  two  hundred  years  ago ;  tliat 
it  was  preserved  through  the  disasters  and  casualties  of  King  Philip's  War, 
when  the  town  waa  deserted  and  burned;  that  it  was  carried  away,  in  the 
autumn  of  1675,  when  the  inhabitants,  for  the  safety  of  their  lives,  returned 
to  Braintree  and  Weymouth,  and  brought  back  in  season  for  the  record  of 
the  JteBf  town  meeting,  July  19,  1680, 

It  is  presumed  that  few  towns,  whose  acts  of  incorporation  date  back  one 
liundred  and  fifty  yeais,  have  preserved  their  records  so  complele  as  oni's, 
and  when  we  remember  that  their  loss  or  mutilation  wtfuld,  in  various  ways, 
result  in  pecuniary  loss,  beside  the  hreat  it  would  make  in  the  historical 
chain  which  connects  the  present  witli  the  generations  that  have  gone  be- 
fore us,  we  cannot  be  too  careful  of  their  preservation. 

The  fourth  section  of  Chap.  99  of  the  General  Statutes  makes  it  impera- 
tive upon  the  Selectmen  to  provide  suitable  fire-proof  safes,  at  the  expense' 
of  the  town,  of  sufficient  capacity  to  hold  all  its  records  and  valuable 
papers.  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  present  fire-proof  safe  has 
not  sufficient  capacity  to  hold  all  its  records  and  papers,  which,  by  law, 
are  required  to  be  secured-froni  the  contingency  of  loss  by  Are, 

We  feel  it  a  duty  to  bring  this  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  town,  believ- 
ing there  can  be  no  difEereace  of  opinion  in  the  matter  of  the  safe-keeping 
of  the  public  records.  It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that,  by  the  thir- 
teenth section  of  the  chapter  before  quoted,  of  the  General  Statutes,  towns 
are  liable  to  a  fine  of  twenty  dollars  pei'  month  for  each  and  eveiy  montli 
they  may  neglect  to  piovide  suitable  flre-proof  safes  for  the  pui-pose  above 
mentioned. 

In  conclusion  the  committee  lecommend  that  the  town  choose  a  commit- 
tee to  procure  the  authentication  of  such  portions  of  its  records  as  have 
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been  traoscribed;  and  also  consider  and  report,  at  the  next  town  meeting, 
such  measures  as  they  shall  judge  meet  and  proper  in  the  matter  of  provid- 
ing additional  room  for  the  safe-beeping  of  its  records  and  papers  of  value. 
Albxabdee  H.  Alien,  1 
David  Adams,  \     Committee. 

JoHsQ.  Mbtcai.f,  ) 

.   Voted  that  the  foregoing  I'eport  be  accepted  and  adopted. 

Voted  that  the  above  committee  be  authorized  to  caiTy  the 
recommend atione  of  their  report  into  effect. 

Voted  that  for  the  use  of  the  Town  Hall  in  future,  when  occu- 
pied by  citizens,  except  for  balls  and  dances,  or  when  an  entrance 
fee  is  asked  for  individual  benefit,  there  shall  be  paid  for  its  use 
one  dollar  in  winter  and  fifty  cents  in  summer.  For  balls  and 
dances  the  sum  of  five  dollar's  shall  be  charged. 

May  28.  Voted  to  accept  of  a  road  laid  out  on  Wigwam  Hill, 
northerly  from  the  house  of  Nathaniel  Taft,  and  running  easterly 
to  intersect  with  the  road  from  Mendon  to  Millville,  and  to  dis- 
continue that  jjai't  of  the  road  over  Wigwam  Hill,  lying  northerly 
of  the  point  of  beginning  of  the  above  new  road. 

By  the  return  of  the  Assessors  there  were  144  persons  in  town 
liable  to  do  niilitai-y  duty. 

June  23.  Henry  A.  Aldrieh,  John  G.  Metealf,  Perry  Wood, 
Alexander  H,  Allen  and  David  Adams  were  chosen  a  committee 
ti)  designate  portions  of  the  public  highways  as  streets,  and  affis 
and  establish  names  by  which  they  shall  heresifter  be  known  and 
called. 

Subsequently  the  committee  made  a  report,  and  the  same  wae 
adopted,  as  follows:  Main  street  from  the  old  cemetery  towards 
Worcester;  G-eorge  street  from  Main  street  by  the  house  of  B. 
D.  Williams;  Gaskill  street  from  George  street  to  the  house  of 
Austin  A.  Taft;  Blackstone  street  from  Main  street  by  the  honse 
of  Gilbert  Gaskill;  Emerson  street  from  Blackstone  street  to 
Maple  street,  opposite  Washington  street;  Washington  street 
from  Maple  street  north;  Maple  street  from  Main  street  by  the 
Unitarian  Church  to  Emerson  street;  Hastings  street  from  Main 
to  Maple  street;  Elm  street  from  Maple  to  Hastings  street. 

Sept.  6.  Voted  nopei-son  be  allowed  to  sell  ale,  porter,  strong 
or  lager  beer  in  the  town  of  Mendon. 

Nov.  8.  Voted  to  forego  taxes  to  the  amount  of  $47.44  dur- 
ing the  year. 
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Voted  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  fonrth  article  in  the  war- 
rant which  was  "To  see  if  the  town  would  re-establish  the 
former  school  districte," 

Voted  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  fifth  article  in  the  warrant, 
which  was  "To  see  if  the  town  woald  build  a  school  house  in 
the  former  School  District  No,  1." 

Voted  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  sixth  article  in  the  wan'ant, 
which  was  "To  see  if  the  town  would  build  a  chimney  in  the 
school  house  of  the  Second  School  District," 

David  Adams,  John  G.  Metcalf  and  Alexander  H.  Allen  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  report,  at  a  future  meeting,  the  pi-obahle 
cost  of  indexing  the  records  of  births,  deaths,  mamages  and  in- 
tentiona  of  man-iages. 

STATE   ELECTION. 

For  Govevoor,        William  Olaflin,  Newton,  had     63  votes.    Elected, 
Jolin  Q.  AAama,  Quincy,  had     34     ' ' 
Wendell  Phillips.  Boston,  had    37     " 
For  Lt.  Governor,  Joseph  Tucker,  iLennox,  had       68 

Jas.  Ohattaway,  Springfield,  had  34      " 
Eliphalet  Trask,        "         had  34     " 
Henry  W.  Bishop,  Leoaox,  had  30     " 
The  Totea  for  the  other  State  and  County  Officers  varied  but 
little  from  the  above. 

£hr  Senator,  Second  Worcester  Dist^-icl — Charles  E  Wliitin  Northbvidge, 
had  50  votes.  J,  H.  Wood,  Grafton  had  55  votes  Elected  George  8. 
Ball,  Upton,  had  9  votes. 

Ibr  Beprese/ntaiirie in  the  General  Court  P/ftetufh  Hoicf'fe)  DisfiHet — Bain- 
hrldge  Hayward,  MUford,  had  68  votes  ElectPd  Henri  E  Ptles,  MDfnrd, 
had  63  votes.  Lyman  Paine,  Blackstone  had  fl7  votes  Elecb-d.  Patrick 
Mulloy,  Blackatone,  hadl6votes.  Lawrence  R^'ade  Mdford  had  38  votes: 
Elected.  Wm.  J.  McLaughlin,  Milford,  had  53  votes.  George  W.  Stacy, 
Milford,  had  5  votes.  Pi'escott  West,  Milfoi-d,  had  33  votes.  Waterman 
Taft,  Blackstone,  had  3  votes. 

Nov.  36.  The  subject  of  a  new  achool  honae  in  District  N». 
1;  of  building  a  chimney  in  the  school  house  in  District  No.  3; 
of  the  re-establiahment  of  the  former  school  diatricts,  &c,,  were 
contained  in  the  warrant.  Nothing  was  done  but  to  adjourn 
sine  die. 

During  December  the  various  town  boundaries  were  perambu- 
lated by  the  Selectmen  of  the  diffei-ent  towns. 
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1871.  March  6.  The  usual  disposition  of  the  annual  reports 
of  the  town  officers  having  been  made,  proceeded  to  the  choice 
of  town  offi-cere. 

Chose  David  Adams,  Town  Clerk;  Alexander  H.  Alien,  Albert 
W.  Gaakill  and  Marcus  M.  Aldrieh,  Selectmen^  John  G.  Met- 
calf.  Treasurer;  George  W.  Thayer,  Constable,  at  110  for  his 
services,  and  Francis  E.  Wbeeloek,  Collector,  at  $49, 76. 

Chose  Gustavns  B.Williams,  School  Committee  for  three  years. 

Voted  to  adopt  the  same  manner  as  was  followed  last  year  for 
repairing  the  highways  and  bridges,  and  Surveyors  for  the  thir- 
teen highway  districts  were  then  chosen. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1700  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  1500  for  the  support  of  the 
poor. 
.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  1400  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1100  for  interest  on  the  town 
debt. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1500  for  repair  of  roads  and 


Voted  that  the  School  Committee  be  instructed  to  choose  a 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  Rev.  G-eorge  F.  Olark  was  ap- 
pointed. 

Voted  to  continue  the  High  School  the  ensuing  year. 

Voted  not  to  re-estahlish  the  former  school  districts  in  town. 

Yeas  7S.    Nays  67. 

Vo.ted  that  the  Treasurer  he  authorized  to  borrow  monuy  to 
meet  the  eniTent  expenses. 

March  18,  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  audit  the  accounts  of 
the  Treasurer  and  the  several  Collectors  since  1863  in  the  matter 
of  percentage,  and  print  their  report  with  the  annual  reports  for 
1873. 

Henry  A.  Aldrieh,  Austin  Wood  ;i.nd  L.  B.  Staples  were  elected 
Auditors. 

Voted  that  the  Highway  Surveyors  be  required  to  expend  80 
per  cent,  of  the  money  raised  for  repairing  roads  before  the  first 
day  of  July. 

Voted  that  to  all  tases  not  paid  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of 
September,  one  per  cent,  per  month  shall  be  added  until  paid. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  and  directed  to  hire. 


dbyGOOgIC 


694  ANNALS   OF   MENDON.  [1871. 

in  behalf  of  the  town,  the  sum  of  11300.00  for  the  redemption 
of  bonds  becoming  due  the  cnrrent  year. 

Voted  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  subject  of  a  new  scliool  house  at  the  North  End  (for- 
merly District  No,  1),  and  report  what,  in  tlieir  opinion,  should 
be  the  size,  where  the  site,  and  its  approximate  cost,  and  also  tlie 
probable  nnmber  of  pupils  to  be  accommodated  in  the  same. 

Ohoee  John  L.  Davenport,  Perry  Wood,  John  G.  Metealf, 
Edward  H.  Taft  and  Silas  Dudley  as  the  committee. 

Voted  that  the  Sexton  be  authorized  to  purchase  a  pall  and 
hier  for  the  use  of  the  tovra. 

The  committee  chosen  Nov.  8,  1870,  reported  that  the  records 
of  births,  deaths,  marriages  and  intentions  of  marriages  shoiild 
be  provided  with  indexes. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  required  to  have  the  recommenda- 
tions of  said  report  carried  into  effect. 

Voted  that  the  town  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  petition  the 
Legislature  to  re-defiue  and  re-establish  the  line  between  the 
town  of  Mendon  and  the  town  of  Belliugham. 

The  town  of  Bellingham  claimed  that  that  portion  of  the  line 
running  noi-th  from  the  monument,  on  the  bank  of  Charles 
River  (formerly  known  as  the  Dedham  'I'ree),  should  be  a  straight 
line  to  the  bridge  over  Charles  River,  near  the  ruins  of  the  Bel- 
lingham Factory,  while  Mendon  claimed  that  the  Charles  River 
should  be  the  boundary. 

By  Chap.  69  of  the  Acts  of  1872,  approved  March  7,  1872, 
the  Legislature  established  the  centre  of  Charles  River,  between 
the  points  above  mentioned,  as  the  boundaiy  line  between  the 
towns  of  Mendon  and  Bellingham. 

May  2.  Voted  no  person  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  ale,  porter, 
strong  beer  or  lager  beer  in  this  town  for  one  year  from  this  date. 

Voted  to  pass  the  over  fifth  article,  relating  "  to  alterations  in 
roads  ajid  specific  repairs  to  the  same,"  as  prayed  for  by  Silas  Dud- 
ley and  others,  and  Perry  Wood  and  others.  The  petition  of  Silas 
Dudley  had  reference  to  the  direct  road  to  MiUord,  and  that  of 
Perry  Wood  to  the  Milford  road  by  G-askUl's  mill,  now  known  as 
Spindleville.  The  repairs  on  the  direct  road,  afterward  directed 
to  be  made  by  the  County  Commissioners,  cost  $6950.00. 

Voted  to  discontinue  the  "Salt  Box"  road  (so-called)  from 
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the  dwelling  house  of  the  late  Seth  T.  DaTenport  to  Milford  line. 

Voted  that  the  price  for  the  use  of  the  Town  Hall  for  danc- 
ing parties,  when  not  iised  after  twelve  o'clock  (midnight)  be  re- 
duced to  13.00  per  night. 

Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  three  to  enforce  the  liquor 
law,  and  Gustavue  B.  Williams,  Mai'cns  M.  Aldrich  and  George 
W.  Thayer  were  chosen  as  the  committee. 

Voted  (under  the  March  meeting  warrant)  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  towards  paying  for  the 
road  recently  laid  out  by  the  County  Commissioners,  fi-om  near 
the  house  of  the  late  S.  T.  Davenport  to  Milford  line,  in  the 
direction  of  Hopedale. 

June  13.  The  Assessors  certify  that,  on  the  first  day  of  May, 
there  were  158  persons  liable  to  enrollment,  between  the  ages  of 
18  and  45. 

Nov.  7.  Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  borrow, 
from  time  to  time,  sucb  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessai-y  for 
constructing  and  j-epairing  the  road  (recently  laid  out)  from  the 
dwelling  house  of  Silas  Dudley  to  Milford  line. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  construct  a  chimney 
for  the  Town  Hall  and  the  Pnmary  School  below  said  Hall, 

The  sixth  ai-ticle  of  the  warrant,  "  To  see  if  the  town  would 
vote  to  sell  the  Poor  Farm,"  was  referred  to  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  with  Perry  Wood  and  John  8.  Gaskill  as  a  committee,  for 
consideration  and  report. 

Amount  of  taxes  foregone  during  the  year,  $50.69. 

Voted  to  adopt' the  following  Report  of  a  Committee  chosen 
March  18,1871,  relative  to  a  school  bouse  at  the  north  part  of 
the  town,  formerly  the  Pii'st  School  District. 

REPOET  OF   A   COMMITTEE, 

The  committee  chosen  at  a  former  meeting  to  wliicli  was  referi'ed  tlie  sub- 
ject of  building  a  school  house  at  the  uorth  part  of  the  town,  formerly 
known  as  the  First  School  District,  have  attended  to  that  duty  and  ttow 
respectfully  ask  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  town  erect  a  school  house  near  the 
site  of  the  present  house,  thirty-seven  feet  long  and  twenty-eight  feet  wide, 
and  that  it  be  set  on  underpinning  stone,  split  one  toot  and  six  inches  wide. 
That  the  posts  be  eleven  feet  long;  that  it  be  a  studded  house  and  be  set 
with  the  end  to  the  road,  with  a  suitable  jet  upon  the  rafters  facing  the 
road.    That  there  sliall  be  four  windows  upon  each  side,  to  be  placed  and 
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of  the  aize  as  represented  in  the  accompanying  plans,  and  which  plans  are 
.  to  be  received  as  a  part  of  our  report.  That  the  partitions,  platfonus, 
doors,  desks  and  seats,  sliall  be  arranged  as  set  forth  in  the  plan  of  -the 
ground  floor  beneath  herewith  aubmitted,  and  which  will  furnish  deslts  and 
seats  for  flfty-six  scholars.  That  Uie  chimney  sliall  be  built  at  tlie  farther 
end  of  the  house.  Thatthe  outside  covering  of  the  house  shall  be  of  the 
first  q\iality  of  lumber,  and  that  for  the  inside  shall  be  of  a  quality  suitable 
for  the  several  purposes  for  which  the  house  is  designed.  Tliat  the  outside  of 
the  house  shall  be  painted  with  two  coats  of  white  lead  paint,  and  the  in- 
side with  paint  of  suitable  shade. 

Mr-  Joseph  Albee  having  offered  to  sell  the  town  one-quarter  of  an  acre 
of  land  adjoining  the  site  of  the  present  house,  for  ten  dollars,  the  commit- 
tee recommend  that  an  additional  quarter  of  an  acre,  should  the  town  con- 
clude to  buUd  the  house  upon  the  location  proposed,  be  purchased  of  Mr. 
Alhee  at  such  equitable  terms  as  may  be  agreed  on. 

Having  now  stated  such  leading  points  as  have  occurred  to  the  commit- 
tee, in  the  erection  of  the  proposed  school  house,  and  presuming  that  the 
town  would  hardly  find  time  to  settle  the  various  matters  of  detail  in  re- 
gard to  its  construction,  they  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  vote : 

Voted  a  Committee  of  Ave  persons  be  now  chosen  whose  duty  it  shall  be, 
after  completing  the  specifications  necessary  for  carrying  out  the  plan 
hereby  proposed,  to  contract  with  some  competent  and  suitable  person  or 
persons  for  the  erection  of  the  School  House  hereby  proposed;  the  same  to 
be  completed  aad  finished  to  the  acceptance  of  tfie  Committee  on  or  be- 
fore the  1st  day  of  November,  1872. 

Chose  John  L.  Davenport,  Peri-y  Wood,  John  G.  Metcalf, 
Edward  H.  Tuff;  and  Silas  Diidley  as  the  above  committee. 

STATE   ELECTION-. 

For  Governor.         William  B.  Washhume,  Greenlield,  had  7a  voles. 
Elected. 

"        do               Edwin  M,  OhamberlMn,  Boston,  had  37  " 

"        do                 John  B.  Adams,  Quincy,  had  18  " 

"       do               Robert  C,  Pitman,  New  Bedford,  had  4  " 

Poi-  Lt,  Governor,  Joseph  Tucker,  Lenox,  had  71  " 

do            Allen  Deane,  Westfield,  had  27  " 

"            do           8-  O,  Lamb,  Greenfield,  had  18 

■'            do           Eliphalet  Traak.  Springfield,  had  5  " 

The  other  caudidatos  for  State  offices  had  the  aamo  number  of 

Jfb*'  Sen&tor,  Second  Worcester  Bisti-ict^Saamel  M.  Griggs,  Westboro',  liad 
75  votes;  Elected.  J.  H-  Wood,  Gi-afton,  had  45  votes.  George  F,  Clark, 
Mendon,  had  5  votes. 
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Fo  Bi  m.  tut  'ei  t  tU  G  vrA  C  t  Fftee  th  Wor  ete  Di^tJ-ict— 
George  B  Blake  M  Ifo  d  1  ad  4  v  te  (Elected  )  W  n  H  Al  Irich, 
Mehdon  had  "  otes  {Elected )  George  W  Hobbs  tlxbr  d^e  had  76 
votes,  (Elected).  Wm.  J.  McLaughlin,  Milford,  bad  37  votes.  Edward 
H.  Taft,  Mendon,  had  Bi  votes.  Wm.  P.  Byme,  Blackstone,  had  37  votes. 
Lawrence  Read,  Milford,  had  16  votes.  Edward  J.  Kelley,  tJxbridge,  had 
10  votes.  Jeremah  Getchel,  Blacbatooe,  had  16  votes.  C.  W.  Eedding, 
Milford,  had  4  votes. 

Rev.  G-eorge  F.  Olai-k,  late  minister  at  Oaatine,  Me.,  was 
called  to  supply  the  pulpit,  and  began  his  labors  in  June,  1871. 
He  still  (1880)  continues  to  discharge  hie  pai'ochial  duties  to  the 
general  acceptation  of  the  Pai-ish. 

The  Parish  has  been  Unitarian  since  the  pastorate  of  Mr. 
Alexander  in  1802.  No  Pariah  tax  has  been  made  since  1837; 
tlie  support  of  the  ministry  being  provided  foi'  by  voiiiiitary 
yeaiiy  contributions. 


1872.  .Ian.  6,  Being  an  adjourned  meeting  from  Nov.  7, 
1871. 

Voted  that  the  report  of  the  committee  {now  made)  relative 
to  selling  the  Poor  Farm  be  accepted. 

Voted  that  the  Overeeei-s  of  the  Poor  be  authorized  to  lease 
the  fai'm  (called  the  Asylum  for  the  Poor,)  for  one  yeai'  from  the 
lirst  day  of  April,  1873,  and  that  said  Overseers  be  required  to 
make  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  now  at  "said 
asylum. 

Voted  that  this  meeting  be  now  adjourned  to  the  time  and, 
place  of  the  annual  March  meeting. 

March  4.  After  the  usual  annual  reports  of  the  town  officers 
were  disposed  of  by  being  severally  accepted,  the  Selectmen 
made  a  Special  Report  on  the  subject  of  "  Percentage  "  charged 
on  all  taxes  not  paid  on  or  before  any  time  fixed  by  the  town,  as 
follows,  via: — whereupon, 

Voted  that  the  Assessors,  in  future,  be  directed  to  procure, 
for  the  use  of  the  Collectors  of  taxes,  books  ruled  with  two  pai-- 
aJlel  columns  for  the  entry,  against  each  person's  tax,  of  the  date 
of  payment  and  the  amount  of  percentage,  if  any,  is  collected; 
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and  that  Collectors  be  directed,  in  all  eases,  to  make  tlie  appro- 
priate entries  against  each  tax. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  extimiue  the  CoUeetors'  books 
monthly,  and  ascertain  and  report  to  the  Treasurei',  from  time 
to  time,  the  amonut  of  percent-age  collected. 

Voted  that,  in  all  eases,  the  Troitsurer,  in  his  receipts  to  the 
Collectors,  specify  the  amount  that  ia  received  as  percentage, 
and  that  he  be  directed  to  ehai-ge  iill  Collectoi's  with  the  per- 
centage eo  receipted  for  at  the  time  of  receiving  tlie  same,  and 
shoald  the  Coltectoi's,  after  the  monthly  return  to  the  Treasurer 
by  the  Selectmen,  of  the  amount  of  percentage  due,  neglect  to 
pay  over  the  same  to  the  Treasurer,  they  slnill  be  charged  one 
per  cent,  a  month  for  the  same  until  paid. 

Chose  David  Adams,  Town  Cla-k;  Alexander  H,  Allen,  Al- 
bei't  W.  Gtaskill  and  Thomas  B.  Staples,  Selectmen;  John  G. 
Metcalf,  Treasurer;  George  W.  Thayer,  Constable,  at  115,00, 
and  I'raueis  E.  Wheelock,  Collector,  at  $49,35. 

Chose  Andrew  W.  Judson,  School  Committee  for  three  years. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  ^1700  for  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $500  for  the  support  of  the 
poor. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1000  for  roads  and  bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  Sil300  for  payment  of  interest. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  *400  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  12000  towards  paying  the  pub- 
lic debt. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  boiTow  money  to 
pay  bonds  and  notes  that  become  due  the  current  year. 

Voted  that  the  School  Committee  appoint  a  Superintendent 
of  Schools,  and  Rev.  G-eorge  F.  Olai-k  was  appointed. 

Voted  to  accept  the  following  list  of  Jurors,  vin: — 

Albert  W.  Oaskill,  Charles  Fletcher,  Samuel  "W".  WUcox,  Austin  D.  Da- 
venport, Atistin  Wood,  Gustavua  B.  Williams,  Ellas  T.  Bates,  John  K. 
Hayward,  William  8.  Hastings,  "Alexander  H,  Alien,  Andre  Soulliwick, 
David  Adams,  Bzekiel  P.  Gaskill,  Moses  Aldrich,  "Aaron  C.  Cook,  Gilbert 
Cook,  David  W.  Bennett,  Aldrich  B.  Cook,  John  W.  Jennison. 

Voted  that  to  all  taxes  not  paid  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of 
September  of  the  present  year,  one  per  cent,  per  month  shall  be 
added  until  paid. 

Voted  to  continue  the  High  School  another  year. 
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Voted  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  to  borrow  money  to  pay  the 
current  expenses,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of  the  taxes. 

Chose  Alexander  H.  Allen,  Collector  of  Taxes,  in  place  of  Cal- 
vin Bntler,  (removed  from  town,)  to  finish  the  collection  of 
1869. 

John  G.  Melealf,  Samuel  H.  Taf t  and  Micajali  Collins  G-askill 
were  chosen  a  committee  to  consider  if  any  measures  are  required 
for  the  custody,  preservation  and  safe  keeping  of  the  Town  E^- 
eords,  and  report  at  a  fntnre  meeting. 

Voted  that  the  town  do  procure,  for  the  use  of  the  town,  one 
or  more  fire  engines  of  a  kind  that  makes  use  of  carbonic  acid 
as  an  extinguisJiing  power. 

Votedthat  Julius  A.  George,  George  W.  Cromb,  Austin  Wood, 
John  B.  Hayward  and  Stephen  C,  Taft  be  a  committee  to  inves- 
tigate the  matter  of  a  fire  engine  or  engines  for  the  use  of  the 
town,  and  report  at  a  future  meeting.  Said  committee  not  to 
purchase  without  further  authority  from  the  town. 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed  at  a  former  meeting  to 
lease  the  farm  (called  the  Asylum  for  the  Poor,)  for  one  year. 

Voted  that  tJie  Overseers  of  the  Poor  be  authorized  to  sell  the 
farm,  stock,  tools  and  furniture  belonging  to  the  town. 

April  6.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  *300  in  addition  to 
the  amount  already  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  support  of 
the  poor. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  borrow  $1800  for 
the  payment  of  a  school  honse  iu  the  former  School  District 
No.  1. 

REPORT  OF-A   COMMITTEE. 

Heiii'd  the  report  of  the  committee  to  which  was  referred  the 
matter  of  the  custody,  preservation  and  safe  keeping  of  tlie 
Town  Eecords,  which  was  accepted  and  adopted  by  the  town, 
and  which  is  as  follows,  viz: — 

The  Committee  chosen  at  the  Annual  Mai'Cli  meoting,  "to  take  into  con- 
aitleration  the  custody,  preservation  and  safe  keeping  of  the  Town  Re- 
cords," respectfully  submit  the  following  Report: 

Upon  examination  they  And  that  the  pi'esent  Safe  will  not  contain  all  the 
Records  of  the  Town,  and,  in  their  opinion,  should  the  Town  Hall  (where 
the  Safe  is  now  kept)  he  destroyed  by  Are,  the  heat  would  be  sufBcient  to 
destroy  the  contents  of  the  Safe.    Chap.  39,  Section  4,  of  the  General  Stat- 
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utes,  makes  it  imperative  upon  the  Selectmen  nf  towns  to  provide,  at  tlie 
expense  of  the  town,  fire  proof  Safes,  of  ample  size  for  the  preservation  of 
books  of  Eecord  or  Registry  and  other  important  dociimeuts  or  papers  he- 
longing  thereto ;  and  Section  13,  of  the  same  Chapter,  provides  that  "  for 
each  month  it  neglects  or  refuses  to  provide  suitable  Safes  for  the  safe 
keeping  of  its  Records  the  town  shall  forfeit  twenty  dollars." 

The  safe  keeping  and  preservation  of  the  Town  Records,  liable  as  they 
are,  at  any  time,  to  be  destroyed,  while  they  remain  in  their  present  loca- 
tion, is  a  subject  which  we  think  the  Town  cannot  longer,  for  prudential 
reasons,  neglect  to  consider.  The  loss  of  our  Records,  aa  all  must  agree, 
would  be  an  irreparable  misfortune,  inasmuch  as  they  could  never  be  re- 
placed. The  pecuniary  loss  which  their  destruction  might  entail  especially 
in  determining  the  settlement  of  paupers,  in  certain  cases,  might  and  very 
likely  would,  before  the  lapse  of  many  years,  far  exceed  the  amount  of 
any  present  outlay  which  the  town  may  be  disposed  to  authorize  for  their 
safe  keeping. 

Believing  that  all  will  agree  that  the  present  location  of  our  Records  does 
not  insure  their  safety  from  the  lianard  of  Are,  and  assuming  that  no  one 
can  doubt  the  importance  of  their  preservation,  the  Committee  report  that 
they  have  carefuUy  examined  the  building  (formerly  the  Mendon  Bank) 
now  owned  by  Mrs.  McOarty,  with  a  view  to  the  expediency  of  its  pur- 
chase by  the  Town  as  a  safe  place  for  the  custody  and  preservation  of  its 
Records.  They  found  the  building  in  good  repair  except  the  roof  which 
requires  shingling.  The  cellar  is  of  the  size  of  the  building  and  its  walls, 
originally  strongly  built,  stUl  remain  in  proper  position.  The  vault,  for- 
merly used  by  the  Bank,  iias  been  removed  down  to  its  foundations  which  re. 
main  intact.  There  are  brick  walls  upon  three  sides  of  this  foundation,  and, 
in  this  space,  should  the  future  necessities  of  the  town  require,  abrlck  vault, 
fire  proof,  miglit  be  erected  sufficient  to  hold  the  archives  of  the  town  for 
a  long  seiies  of  years.  The  Committee  learn  from  Mre.  McOarty  that  she 
will  sell  the  building  and  lot  for  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  seventy  five" 
dollars  and  will  accept  in  payment  the  town's  note  with  interest  at  six  per 
cent,  per  annum.  Should  the  town  conclude  to  accept  the  offer  of  Mrs. 
McCarty,  the  Committee  believe  that  from  one  to  two  hundred  dollars 
would  pay  for  slating  the  roof  and  putting  the  building  in  suitable  repMr 
for  its  future  use. 

Tliey  close  their  report  by  offering  tlie  following  motion: 
"  That  the  town  do  purchase  the  estate  of  Mrs.  JlcCarty  for  the  sum  of 
four  hundred  and  seventy  five  dollars  and  that  that  sum  be  raised  and  ap- 
propriated to  defray  the  cost  of  the  same," 
Signed  John  G.  Mbtcalf,       1 

"'--  —  "    '"— >Oommittee. 


Voted  tJiafc  the  Treasurer  bo  authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of 


dbyGOOgIC 


1872.]  ANNALS  OF  MENDON.  701 

four  hundi-ed  and  seventy-five  doUai-s  to  pay  for  the  estate  of 
Mrs.  McCarby,  {formerly  the  Mendon  Bank,)  which  the  town 
have  voted  to  bny. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollai's 
for  the  repair  of  said  building. 

Voted  that  John  G.  Metealf,  Micajah  0.  Gaakill  and  Samnel 
H.  Taft  be  a  committee  to  carry  the  above  report  into  efEect. 

Heard  the  report  of  the  committee  chosen  at  the  March  meet- 
ing, "  relative  to  purchasing  one  or  more  Fire  Engines  for  the 
town,"  and  the  same  was  accepted  and  adopted, 

REPORT   OF   A    COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  cliosen  by  the  Town  at  the  Annual  March  meeting  "to 
investigate  the  subject  of  Fire  Engines  using  Carbonic  acid  as  au  exUn- 
guisliing  power  "  and  to  report  at  au  adjourned  meeting,  having  attended 
to  the  duty  assigned  them,  respectfully  submit  tiie  following  Report; 

Your  Committee  did  not  deem  it  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  this  in- 
vestigation to  visit  personally  any  of  the  towns  where  Engines  using  Cliem- 
Icals  were  in  use,  but  considered  the  object  for  which  the  Committee  was 
chosen  could  be  attained  by  corresponding  with  prominent  gentlemen  in 
those  towns.  We  accordingly  addressed  letters  of  inquiry  io  some  cases  to 
Postmasters  and  in  others  to  some  leading  citizen,  and,  in  almost  all  cases, 
receiving  a  prompt  reply. 

Your  Committee  considered  all  of  the  machines,  for  the  use  of  chemicals 
in  the  extinguishment  of  Are,  which  they  could  obtain  any  knowledge  of. 

1st.  We  would  mention  the  ao  called  Gardner  Fire  Extinguisher,  made 
in  Philadelphia.  Your  Committee  found  this  to  be  only  another  form  of 
the  common  Portable  Extinguisher,  at  least  no  better,  costing  the  same 
and  having  the  decided  objection  attached  to  it,  that  its  proprietors  are  now 
engaged  in  a  lawsuit,  brought  against  them  by  tlie  American  Consolidated 
Extinguisher  Company,  for  infringement  of  its  patent,  and  slioiild  this 
suit  be  decided  against  the,  Qardner  Company,  all  purchasers  would,  of 
course,  be  liable  for  damages, 

2nd.  The  so  called  Ciiemical  Engine,  they  And,  does  not  meet  with  so 
much  favor  where  it  has  been  used  or  exhibited  as  they  were  led  to  believe 
from  the  representations  (if  its  agents,  and  it  is  open  to  the  same  objections 
as  the  last,  that  is,  if  the  Carlier's  Patent  is  sustained  in  the  present  suit,  all 
purchasers  of  this  too  will  be  liable  for  damages. 

3d.  The  Portable  Extinguisher  No.  S,  tlie  same  as  exliibited  on  the  day 
of  the  March  meeting,  hardly  needs  commendation  from  this  Committee. 
Gentlemen  of  good  standing  in  their  communities,  all  over  this  and  other 
States  testify  to  its  merits  and  many  of  them  have  seen  for  tliemselves  that 
it  is  effectual  for  extinguishing  fire.  The  large  cities  and  l«wns  of  this 
State  are  using  them  in  connection  with  their  other  En^nes  with  good  sue- 


dbjGoogle 


702  ANNALS   OP    MENDON.  [1872. 

cess.  The  city  of  Boston  runs  to  firea  express  wagons  loaded  with  these 
machines,  and  they  often  put  out  a  Are  before  tlie  arrivftl  of  any  engine  and 
prevent  a  serious  conflagration. 

They  are  made  and  sold  hy  the  American  Consolidated  Estinguisher 
Company,  who  are  the  owners  of  the  Cariier  patent  so  that  no  one  incurs 
any  legal  risk  by  using  them.  These  can  be  obtained  at  20  per  cent,  less 
than  the  usual  prices,  that  is  for  iron  f40  and  fov  copper  $44. 

4th.  The  Self-Acting  Pire  Engine  made  by  the  New  England  Pire  Extin- 
guisher Company,  we  find  to  be  in  successful  use  in  several  towns.  The 
replies  to  our  letters  of  inijuiry  (any  and  all  of  which  will  be  read)  fully 
conflrm  the  claims  of  the  Manufacturers  and  tlie  good  opinion  your  (!om- 
mittee  had  previously  entertained. 

In  view  of  all  the  facts  your  Committee  recommend  that  the  town  do 
procure  for  the  use  of  the  town  one  Self  Acting  Pire  Engine  at  a  cost  of 
not  over  |800,  to  be  located  in  the  centre  of  the  Village  provided  that  tlio 
citizens  will  provide  suitable  care  and  storage  for  the  same  without  ex- 
pense to  the  town.  Also  that  the  town  procure  a  number  of  Portable 
Extinguishers  the  whole  cost  of  which  shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  dol- 
lars; and  that  the  same  be  distributed  under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen, 
or  of  a  Committee  at  convenient  points  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  pro- 
vided that  suitable  persons  will  guarantee  to  take  chai^  of  and  be  respon- 
sible for  the  name. 

Julius  A.  Gboege,  "i 

S.  C.  Taft,  1 

G.  W.  Ckomb,  S-   Oommit.tci'. 

-f.  R.  Hatward, 

Austin  Wood,  J 

Voted  that  the  above  oommifctee  be  ii  committee  to  purchase 
and  locate  one  Self-Acting  Fire  Bugiae  in  the  centre  of  Meudou 
village,  at  a  cost  uot  to  exceed  JiSOO,  and  twelve  of  the  small 
portable  estingnisliere,  to  be  located  by  said  committee  over  the 
said  town  of  Mendon,  at  different  aad  convenient  points,  iks  fcliey 
in  their,  judgment  may  think  best. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  authoriiicd  to  borrow  the  snm  of 
thii-teen  hundred  dollai-a  for  the  pay  of  said  machines. 

Voted  tliat  the  School  Cominittee  be  atithorized  to  make  such 
repairs  of  the  school  houses  as  they  may  deem  necessai'y. 

Voted  that  the  Treastirer  be  directed  to  pay  a  bounty  of  ten 
cents  per  head  for  all  woodohneks,  he  haying  satisfactory  evidence 
that  snch  woodchncks  were  caught  and  killed  iu  the  town  of 
Mendon. 

The  committee  chosen  to  contract  for  tlie  erection  of  a  school 
house  iu  the  former  First  District,  reported  that  Perry  Wood, 
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the  conti-actor  for  said  house,  had  failed  to  complete  said  etriiet- 
iire  in  accordaiiee  with  8ome  of  the  specifications  contained  iu 
said  contract.     This  report  was  accepted,  and  then 

Voted  that  the  Building  .Committee  be  instructed,  Mr.  Wood 
consenting,  to  refer  the  difEerence  hetweeu  them  to  the  Select- 
men, as  referees,  each  party  to  abide  by,  their  deeision. 

The  Selectmen  and  Mr.  Wood  met,'  next  morning,  at  the 
school  house,  and  the  objeetious  of  the  Building  Committee 
were  not  sustained  by  the  referees. 

The  number  of  pereons  liable  to  cm-ollmeiit,  ;ik  returned  by 
the  Assessors,  was  156. 

Nov,   5.  PRESIDENTIAL   ELECTION. 

Mr  Electm-s  at  Large — Ebenezer  H.  Hoar,  Coacoi'd,  liad  89  votes;  Elected. 
John  M.  Forbes,  Milton,  liad 89  votes;  Elected.  Chester  W.  Cliapin,  Spring- 
field, had  SO  votes.  Josinli  6.  Abbott,  Boston,  had  30  votes.  H,'D.  Gush- 
ing, Boston,  had  %  votes.     E.  S.  Conant,  Randolph,  had  2  votes. 

District  No.  1.  District  No.  7. 

William  T.  Davis,  Plymouth 89    John  0.  Hoadley,  Lawrence 89 

Gleorge Delano,  New  Bedford. .  ..BO    Wm.  H.  Clemence,  Lowell 50 

M.  W.  Nickerson,  of  So.  Dennis.  3    L.  D.  Barrows,  Lawrence 3 

No.  3.  No.  8. 

Harrison  Tweed,  Taunton 89    Aaron  C.  Mayhew,  Milford 89 

James  E.  Carpenter,  Poxboi'o...  50  Henry  W.  Muzzey,  Cambridge ...  50 
Nathan  Beal,  East  Abington 3    W.  W.  Brown,  "  ...   % 

No,  S.  No.  9. 

Alvan  Simonds,  Boston 89    Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester 89 

Ohaa.  A,  B.  Shepard,  Boston 50    Isaac  Davis,  "         50 

S.  W.  Hodges,  "      a    GeorgeF.  Clark,  Mendon % 

No,  4.  No.  10. 

Edward  H.  Dunn,  Boston 80    I<evi  Stockbridge,  Amherst 89 

Joseph  Everdean,  Obelsea, 30    C.  H.  B.  Snow,  Fltchburg  50 

0.  H.  Vibhert,  East  Boston %    E.  F.  OotBn,  Orange 3 

No.  5.  No.  11. 

Amos  F.  Breed,  Lynn 89    Henry  Alexander,  Jr.,  Springfield  89 

EicirdPi'othingham,Charleatown.50    Charles  W.  Knox,  Cheater 50 

A.  E.  Whitney,  Lyua 3    Lucius  Holmes,  North  Adams. ...  3 

No.  6. 

Luthei'  Day,  HaverMU 89 

John  A.  Bassett,  Salem. 50 

J.  H.  Orne,  Marblehead 3 

STATE    ELECTION. 
For  Governor,         Wm.  B.  Washburne,  Greenfield,  had  92  votes.    Elected, 
Francis  W.  Bird,  Walpole,  had  47      " 
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For  Lt.  Governor,  Thomas  Talbot,  BOlerica,  Lad  03  voles.    Elected. 

Wm.  L.  Smitii,  Springfield,  had         49     " 

Tlie  other  State  and  Oounty  officers  had  about  the  saiiie  imm- 
ber  of  votes. 

Vor  BepresenlaUm  to  Gon^rma,  Nin^i  JD&f/'ii*— George  P.  Hoar,  Worces- 
ter, had  89  votes;  Elected.    George  P,  Yerry,  Worcester,  had  50  votes. 

Mr  Senator,  Second  Woremter  District — Samuel  M.  Griggs,  Westhorough, 
had  86  votes;  Elected.     Henry  A.  Aldrich,  Mendon,  had  47  votes. 

Mr  Bepreserttatms,  Fifteenth  Woremter  BUtriet—Geotgs  B.  Blake,  Mil- 
ford,  had  91  votes;  Elected.  Henry  C.  Skinnei',  Milford,  had  91  votes; 
Elected.  JohnC.  Scott,  Blackstone,  had 90  votes;  Elected.  AJhert  Smith, 
Blaekstone,  had  49  votes.  George  G.  Parker,  Milford,  had  49  votes.  P.  (!. 
Oallaghan,  Milford,  had  4&  votes.    Joha  S.  Needham,  Blackstouc,  had  'i 


■  1873.  Miireh  3.  After  hearing  and  aticepting  the  reports  of 
the  town  officers. 

Chose  David  Adams,  Town  Clerk;  Alexander  H.  Allen,  Albert 
W.  Gaekill  and  Thomas  B,  Staples,  Selectmen;  T.  B.  Staples 
deeliued,  and  May  36  Nathan  R.  George  was  chosen  in  his  place. 
John  G.  Metealf  was  chosen  Treasnrer;  George  W.  Thayer,  Con- 
stable, attl5,  and  Francis  E.  Wheelock,  Collector  at  $59.00. 

Homer  W.  Darling  and  E.  P.  GaskiU  were  chosen  School  Com- 
mittee for  three  years;  Elias  T.  Bates  for  two  yeai-a,  and  Lowell 
0.  Cook  for  one  year. 

Voted  to  accept  Chap.  158  of  the  Acts  of  1871,  relative  to 
Road  Commissioners.  By  section  two  of  said  act,  said  "Eoad 
Commissioners  shall  have  and  perform,  exclusively,  all  the  pow- 
ers and  duties  now  vested  by  law  in  Selectmen  and  Surveyors  of 
Highways  concerning  the  laying  out,  altenng,  making  or  discon- 
tinuing streets,  ways,  sidewalks,  sewers  and  drains." 

Chose  Perry  Wood  for  one  year,  George  D.  Whitney  for  two 
years,  and  Albert  W,  GaskiU  for  three  years,  Eoad  Commis- 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  11700  for  support  of  schools. 
Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  HOOO  for  repair  of  highways. 
Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  J800  for  support  of  the  poor. 
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Voted  to  TMse  and  appropriate  $1500  to  pay  the  interest  on  tlie 
town  debt. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $400  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $3000  towai'ds  payment  of 
town  debt. 

Voted  that  the  School  pommittee  choose  a  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  and  the  Eev,  G-eorge  F.  Clai'k  was  appointed. 

Voted  to  accept  of  the  list  of  Jurors  presented  by  tlie  Select- 
men. 

Voted  that  to  all  taxes  not  paid  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of 
September,  one  per  cent,  per  month  shall  be  added  till  paid. 

Voted  to  continue  the  High  School. 

Voted  that  the  Ti-easurer  be  authorized  to  boiTow  money  to 
pay  current  expenses  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of  the 
taxes. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  dispose  of  the  old  school  house  in 
what  was  formerly  School  District  No.  1. 

March  15,  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $300 
additional  to  the  sum  raised  at  the  last  town  meeting  for  repairs 
of  roads  and  bridges. 

Voted  that  the  fioad  Commissioners  be  allowed  twenty  cents 
per  hour  for  their  services  while  employed  on  or  about  the  roads 
in  town. 

Voted  that  the  town  do  authorize  and  instruct  the  Treasurer 
to  borrow,  upon  the  credit  of  the  town,  the  sum  of  ten  thoii- 
sand  one  hundred  dollars,  ($1,100,)  to  redeem  such  outstanding 
bonds  of  the  town  as  may  fall  due  during  the  current  municipal 

V^oted  to  accept  the  report  of  the  Road  Commissioners  relative 
to  the  acceptance  by  the  town  of  a  eboi-t  piece  of  road  from  near 
the  house  of  Eloba  M.  Bennett  to  the  new  road  leading  to  Hope- 
dale.  . 

Voted  to  accept  the  report  of  the  Road  Commissioners  laying 
out  several  parcels  of  land  for  procuring  eai'th  and  gravel  for 
repairing  the  roads. 

Voted  that 'the  town  purchase  one-half  acre  of  land  for  the 
better  accommodation  of  the  former  Fifth  School  District. 

Voted  that  the  'I'reasnrer  pay,  a  bounty  of  ten  cents  per  head 
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for  all  woodeliiicks  brought  to  liim  liaviog  been  cuugbt  and 
killed  in  this  town. 

Voted  to  disoontiiiiie  a  short  piece  of  I'oad  leiidiog  from  the 
rcjitdiiear  the  house  of  Labau  Bates  to  Belliiigliam  line. 

Voted  to  discontinue  the  road  leading  from  the  corner  of  the 
road  to  Milford,  easterly  of  the  liouse  of  John  8.  Gaskill,  to 
Milford  line,  over  Neck  Hill. 

Voted  thiit  the  matter  of  fencing  the  ground  around  the 
school  house  at  the  north  part  of  the  town  be  referred  to  the 
School  Committee  to  report. 

Voted  to  choose  three  Engineers,  who  shall  have  the  general 
charge  and  direction  of  the  machines,  the  apparatns,  fixtures 
and  everything  belonging  to  the  engines,  at  fires  and  meetings 
for  lu'actice. 

There  is  no  record  of  the  choice  of  Engineers. 

Aug.  9.  A  meeting  was  held  "to  see  if  the  town  would 
reconsider  the  votes  discontinuing  the  Quieset  road,"  and  tlie 
meeting  ivas  dissolved  without  any  stetion. 

Nov.  4.  Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  discontinuing  the 
Quisset  road. 

STATE    ELECTION. 

Pol*  Govenioi',         Wm,  B.  "Wasliburue,  GreBniield,  hud  57  voles.    Elected. 

Williain  Gaston,  Boston,  had  46     " 

For  Lt.  Governor,  Thomas  Talbot,  Billerica,  had  58      " 

"William  L.  Smitli,  Bpringiield,  had    4e     " 

The  other  State  and  Conuty  officers  received  tlie  same  num- 
ber of  votes,  except  Alexander  A.  Wilder,  for  Register  of  Deeds, 
for  whom  the  vote  was  unanimous,  he  receiving  101  votes. 

.Kir  SenaUn;  Seeond  Woreetter  District— OhaxXes  E.  Whitin,  Northbridge, 
R.,  had  49  votes.  Jereinl^Oatchel,BlackBtone,  D.,  had  46vot«s;  Elected. 

Fbr  B^reseniative  to  (S«  Oenerai  OovH,  Fifteenth  Woreester  IHstriet — David 
M.  GaakUl,  Blaekstone,  had  58  votes.  Henry  0.  Skinner,  MUford,  had  57 
votes.  James  M.  Farnum,  Uxbridge,  had  57  votes.  Lawrence  Reade,  Mil- 
ford,  had  43  votes;  Elected.  Albert  Smith,  Blackstone,  had  45  votes; 
Elected.  Geoi^  W.  Taft,  Uxbridge,  had  48  votes;  Elected.  Heufy  B. 
Fales,  Milford,  had  one  vote. 

Amount  of  taxes  foregone  during  tlie  year,  176.94. 
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1874.  March  2.  The  usual  reports  being  rend  iuid  dis- 
posed of, 

Chose  David  Adiima,  Town  Olerk;  Alexander  H.  Allen,  Albert 
W.  Gaskill  and  Nathan  E.  G-eorge,  Selectmen;  John  G.  Metcalf, 
Treasurer;  G-eorge  W,  Thayer,  Constable,  at  $15,  and  Francis 
E.  Wheelock,  Collector,  at  168.00.  George  W.  Thayer  having 
died  Oct,  33,  1874,  the  Selectmen  appointed  (his  son)  George  A. 
Thayer,  Constable  in  his  place. 

Rev.  George  F.  Clark  and  Lowell  0,  Cook  chosen  School 
Committee. 

Chose  Blias  T.  Bates,  Eoad  Commissioner  for  three  yeai's. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  ^1700  for  the  siipport  of 
schools. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1200  for  the  support  of  tlie 
poor. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1500  for  repairs  of  roads  and 
bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $800  for  incideut-al  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1600  for  payment  of  interest. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $3000  towards  payment  of  the 
debts. 

Voted  tliat  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  borrow  money  to 
pay  the  current  expenses,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of  the 
taxes. 

Voted  that  the  twelfth  article  in  the  warrant  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

This  ai'ticle  was  in  the  following  words: 

"To  see  if  the  town  will  take  any  measures,  hy  appointing  and  inatruct- 
iag  a  Special  Agent,  or  otherwise,  towards  coUecting  of  Peny  Wood  and 
Gilbert  Gaskill  (the  contractors  to  repair  the  road  from  the  house  of  Silas 
Dudley  to  Milford  Hue),  or  their  sureties,  the  amount  recently  recovered 
against  the  town  in  the  suit  of  D.  0.  Howard,  with  the  expenses  attending 
said  suit,  or  act  iu  any  way  in  relation  to  siud  suit." 

While  the  road  was  being  repaired  D.  0.  Howard  was  injured 
while  passing  over  it  in  the  night,  and  his  carriage  broken.  The 
amount  recovered  by  him,  as  damages  and  costs,  was  $490.71). 
As  the  road  had  been  accepted  by  the  County  Commissioners, 
and  the  contractors  had  been  paid  the  fnU  amount  of  the  con- 
tract, $6,950.00,  it  was  supposed  that  they  could  not  be  held 
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A  motion  was  made  to  revoke  the  Mceptance  of  Chapter  183 
of  the  Acts  of  the  Legielatnre  for  18'i'l,  proyiding  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Road  Commisaioners,  but  tlie  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Voted  to  pay  the  Milford  Fire  Depai-tment  $40  for  their  ser- 
vices at  the  burning  of  Gustavus  B.  Williams'  barn,  March  3, 
1873.  Upon  the  arrival  of  their  Steam  Fire  Engine  the  barn 
had  burned  down  and  the  fire  was  subdued. 

Voted  to  continue  the  High  School. 

April  4.  Voted  that  the  School  Committee  appoint  a  Super- 
intendent of  Schools,  and  Rev.  (Jeorge  F.  Clark  was  appointed. 

Voted  that  to  all  taxes  not  paid  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of 
September  of  the  present  year,  one  per  cent,  per  month  shall  be 
added  until  paid. 

Voted  to  pay  Aaron  C.  Cook  five  dollars  for  damages  received 
on  the  highway. 

Voted  that  the  claim  of  William  H.  Comstock  for  damage  by 
lowering  the  grade  of  the  road  in  front  of  hie  house,  be  I'eferred 
to  the  Koad  Commissioners. 

Voted  that  tlie  collection  of  the  taxes  for  1869,  now  due,  he 
committed  to  the  person  who  will  collect  -them  for  the  lowest 
per  cent,  on  the  amount  collected,  exclusive  of  any  charge  for 
legal  aerviees. 

Aaron  C.  Cook  hid  15  per  cent.,  and  he  being  the  lowest 
bidder,  the  collection  was  awai'ded  to  him,  and  he  was  then 
chosen  t'ollector. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  borrow  such  sums 
of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  outstanding  bonds  which 
-  may  become  due  the  present  year. 

Nov.  3.  Voted  that  the  town  pay  David  Adams  twelve  dol- 
lars for  the  storage  and  the  keeping  the  contents  of  the  fire 
engine  from  fi'oezing  during  the  winter. 

Voted  to  choose  a  Collector  in  place  of  Aaron  C.  Cook,  de- 
ceased, who  was  to  complete  the  collection  of  the  tax  of  1869, 
originally  committed  to  Calvin  Butler,  removed  from  town. 

Chose  Francis  E,  Wheelock,  Collector. 

Taxes  foregone  during  the  year  138.69. 

STATE  ELECTION. 
For  Gaviirni)!-,         TliomMs  Talbot,  BiUerica,  R.,  had       66  votes, 

William  Gaston,  Boston,  D.,  had       37     "       Elected. 


dbjGoogle 


1875.]  ANNALS  OF  MESDON.  709 

For  Lt.  Govei'tiOT,  Hovatio  G.  Knight,  Eaathampton, had  70  votes.    Elected. 
William  L.  Smith,  Springfield,  had    56      " 

Other  State  and  County  officers  received  about  the  same  nara- 
ber  of  votes. 

For  Senafar  for  Second  Woreeater  IHatriet — Thomas  G.  Kent,  Milford,  R., 
had  63  votes.    Jeremiah  Getchel,  Blackstone,  D.,  had  56  votes;  Elected. 

Mr  Bepresenlalines,  Ftfieenth  Woreester  Disdiet—'D.  Gilbert,  Chapin,  Mil- 
foi-d,  R.,  had  71  votes.  James  H.  Putnam,  Milford,  R.,  had  70  votes. 
Alaoson  Taft,  Mendon,  E.,  liad  SO  votes.  James  Bergen,  Milford,  D.,  had 
53  votes;  Electad-  Albei't  W.  Gashill,  Mendon,  D.,  had  05  votes;  Elected. 
Albert  Smith,  Blackstone,  D.,  had  57  votes;  Elected. 


1875.  March  1.  The  usual  disposition  of  the  reports  of  the 
various  toivn  officers  being  made, 

David' Adams  was  chosen  Town  Olerk;  Alexander  H.  Allen, 
Albert  W.  Gaskill  and  Nathan  R.  George,  Selectmen;  John  G. 
Metcalf,  Treasurer;  Andrew  W.  Judeon,  Constable,  at  $3  5,  and 
Fi-ancis  B.  Wheelook,  Collector,  at  *49.00. 

James  M.  Newhall  and  Samuel  H.  Taft  wei'e  chosen  Sohoo] 
Committee  for  three  years. 

Chose  Waterman  Taft,  Road  Commissioner  for  three  years, 

Voted  t«  raise  and  appropriate  llMOfor  support  of  schools. 

Yoted  to-raise  and  appropnate  11200  for  support  of  the  poor. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $800  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  SIOOO  for  repair  of  roads  and 
bridges. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  11000  for  the  payment  of  tlie 
town  debt. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  *1400  for  payment  of  interest. 

Voted  that  the  School  Committee  be  reqrrired  to  appoint  a 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  Eev.  George  F.  Clark  was  ap- 
pointed. 

Voted  to  accept  the  list  of  Jurors  as  reported  by  the  Select- 
men, viz: — 

Charles  Fleteber,  Samuel  W.  Wilcox,  Sidlivan  H,  Taft,  Elias  T.  Bates, 
Albert  W.  Gaskill,  Joseph  Bal«s,  Homer  W,  Darling,  George  D.  Whitney, 
David  Adams,  Ezekiel  P.  Gaskill,  Benj.  P.  Aldrich,  Lowell  C.  Cook,  •Ed- 
ward L,  Siaples,  George  W.  Jeuniaou,  Aldrich  B.  Cook,  Hiram  P.  Butlev. 
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Mareli  12.  Heard  the  report  of  the  committee  chosen  at  tiie 
last  meeting  relative  to  the  purchase  of  a  Poor  Farm. 

Voted  that  the  subject  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  for 
further  examination  of  farms.  The  following  persons  composed 
this  committee,  viz:  Samuel  H.  Taft,  Eli  Bates,  EKckiel  P.  Gas- 
kill,  Benjamin  F.  Aldrich  and  Putmau  W.  1'aft. 

May  33,  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  appeal-  before  the  County 
Commissioners  and  oppose  the  relocation  of  the  road  leading 
from  neai'  the  late  residence  of  Nathan  G-eorge,  deceased,  by  the 
residence  of  Hiram  Daniels,  in  Blackstone.  The  road  was  not 
relocated. 

Nov.  2.  Mrs.  Ohai-lotte  A.  Joy,  widow  of  the  late  Hon. 
David  Joy,  who  had  resided  in  Mendon  a  few  years,  and  who 
had  recently  died  at  Ventnor,  iu  the  Isle  of  Wight,  England, 
whither  he  had  gone  for  the  improvement  of  his  health, 
proposing  to  erect  a  watering  fonntain  in  town,  to  the  memoiy 
of  her  late  husband,  John  S.  Gaskill,  Alanson  Taft  and  Edward 
H.  Taft  were  chosen  a  committee  to  confer  with  Mi-s.  Joy  on  the 
subject. 

There  being  much  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  precise  loca^ 
tion  of  the  fountain,  Mrs.  Joy  made  ai'rangementa  with  Mr. 
Silas  Dudley  to  have  the  fountain  located  at  the  intersection  of 
the  roads  near  Mr.  Dudley's  house,  he  obligating  himself  to  keep 
the  same  in  repair  for  the  tenn  of  fifteen  years. 

STATE   ELECTION. 
For  Governor,         William  Gaston,  Boston,  Lad  43  votes. 

Alexander  H.  Rice,  Boston,  liad        54 
John  I.  Baker,  Beverly,  liad  13 

Fui'  lit.  Governor,  John  Q.  Adams,  Quincy,  had  43 

HoratioO.  Knight,  Bastliampton,  had  Ii5 
Ezra  S.  Conant,  Rauclolpli,  had         13 
The  votes  for  the  other  State  and  County  oflBcers  were  uboul 
the  same  as  above. 

For  Senator,  Seeojid  Wonxster  District — Henry  E.  FaleB,  JTilford,  had  38 
votes.  Abraham  M.  Bigelow,  Grafton,  had  55  votes;  (Elected.)  Francis 
Fisher,  Southboro',  had  13  votes. 

Mr  Sepi-eaentatifte  to  the  General  (hurt.  Second  Woreester  Dis^iet— Demo- 
crat—George  G.  Parker,  Milford,  had  43  votes;  (Elected).  Patrick  Ken- 
nady,  Blackstone,  had  41  votes;  (Elected).    Charles  C.  Capron,  Uxhridge, 
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had  43  votes;  (Elected.)  Repiiblicaus — Nelson  Parkhurst,  Milfoi'd,  lia{155 
votes.  Zadoo  A,  Taft,  XJsbridge,  54  votes,  William  A.  Cole,  Blackstone, 
had  55  vot«s.  Prohibitionists— A.  A.  Cook,  Milfoi-d,  had  12  votes,  Ed- 
ward H.  Tuft,  had  13  votes.    J,  D.  Hunt,  Milford,  had  12  votes. 


1876.  The  Hon.  Abraham  M.  Bigelow,  the  Senator  fromtliis 
(the  Secoud  Worcester  District,)  having  died,  a  meeting  was 
held  this  day  to  fill  the  vacancy,  the  Selectmen  presiding 


Alexander  H,  Allen  was  then  cliosen  Moderator. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  directed  to  lay  a  new  floor  in  the 
Town  Hall  of  Sontheiui  hard  pine, 

Mai-eh  6.  The  Reports  of  the  town  officers-  were  tirst  dis- 
posed of. 

Ohose  David  Adams,  Town  Olerk;  Aleximder  H.  Allen,  Al- 
bert W.  Gaakill  and  Nathan  Richard  George,  Selectmen;  John 
G.  Metcalf,  Treasurer;  Andrew  W.  Jmlson,  Constable,  at  $15, 
and  Andrew  W.  Jndson,  Collector,  at  $45.00. 

Ezekiel  P.  Gaakill  and  George  D.  Whitney,  Scliool  Committee 
for  three  years. 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  Road  Commissioner  for  tli]-ee  years. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1700  for  support  of  schools. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1000  for  support  of  t!ie  poor. 

Voted  t-o  raise  and  appropriate  $500  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1400  for  the   payment  of 


Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1000  for  payment  of  principal. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1000  for  repair  of  highways 
and  bridges. 

Voted  that  the  School  Committee  appoint  a  Snpei'intendent 
of  Schools,  and  Rev.  George  F.  Clark  was  appointed, 

Voted  that  to  all  taxes  not  paid  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of 
September  of  the  present  yeai',  one  per  cent,  per  month  shiil!  be 
added  tiutil  paid. 

Voted  that  the  High  School  be  continued. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  borrow  money  to 
pay  current  expenses,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of  the 
taxes. 
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It  was  a  remarkable  fact  that  it  wae  not  found  iiecessaiy  to 
call  a  town  meeting  from  tlie  annnal  March  meeting  until  the 
meeting  held  for  the  choice  of  State  officers. 

Nov,  7.  Voted  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  be  antliorized  to 
take  Buoh  measures  by  establishing  a  Lock-up,  or  otherwise  as 
may,  in  their  judgment,  seem  necessary,  in  order  to  abate  the 
tramp  nuisance. 

PRESIDENTIAL    ELECTION, 

Electors  at  Lat-ge— Thomas  Talbot,  BiUerica,  R,  had  139  votes;  Electeil. 
Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester.  R.,  had  139  votes;  Elected.  William  Gas- 
ton, Boston,  D.,  had 74  votes.    Edwai-d  Avery,  Braintree,  D.,  had  74  votes. 

Geoi^  F.  Clark,  Mendon,  T. ,  had  3  votes.    Ileary  D.  dishing,  Boston,  T. , 
hiid  3  votes. 

District  No.  1.  DLatriet  No.  7. 

Wavren  Ladd,  New  Bedf ord . . . ,  139    Carroll  D.  Wright,  Reading. 139 

JamesD.  Thompson,  N.  Bedford.  74    James  0.  Abhott,  Lowell 74 

John  Blackmar,  ProvincetowQ. .     3  8aml.  B.  Maynard,  Marlboro'...    3 

No.  3.  Nff.  8. 

Theodore  Dean,  Taunton 139  James  R.  Lowell,  Cainbridge,,  ,.139 

Saml.  N.  Dyer,  Jr.,  Abington.. .   74  Edwin  A,  Alger,  Cambridgeport,  74 

0.  M.  Winchester,  Brockton 3    John  Tucker,  Watertown a 

No.  3.  No.  9. 

J.  Felt  Osgood,  Boston 139  John  C.  Whitin,  Northbridge. .  .130 

George  P.  Baldwin,  Boston. , , . .   74    Bli  Thayer,  Worcester. . ,. 74 

Magnus  Vantres,           "      3  Timothy  A,  Smith,  Westboro'. . .     3 

No.  4.  •  No.  10. 

Martin  Brimmer,  Boston 139    W.  B  G.Pearsons,  Holyoke 139 

Charles  Levi  Woodbury,  Boston.  74  Timothy  S.  Wilson,  Fitchburg..  74 

James  M.  Brown,  Chelsea. 3    E.  P.  Gibbs,  Dana 3 

No.  5.               ■  No.  11. 

Samuel  0.  Lawrence,  Medford.  .139    Richard  Goodman,  Lennox 139 

Alpha  E.  Thompson,  Woburn. . .   74  Cebra  Quackenbusli,  Pittsfield,.  74 

William  S.  Oakman,  Boston 3     Solomon  F.  Boot,  Hinsdale 3 

No.  6. 
George  W.  Morrill,  Amesbury. .  .139 

James  V.  Smiley, 'Haverhill 74 

Chas.  P.  Weliman,  Maiblehead. .     3 

STATE    ELECTION, 

For  Governor,        Alexander  H,  Rice,  Boston,  had       135  voles.     Elected. 
Chas.  Francis  Adams,  Quincy,  had  75      " 
John  I.  Baker,  Beverly,  had  5     " 

For  Lt.  Governor,  H.  G.  Knight,  Easthampton,  h^    135       ' 


d  by  Google 


1877.]  ANNALS  OF  MENDON.  713 

For  Ll.  Governor,  "Win-  E,  Pluiikett,  Pittsfleld,  had      74  votn.'i, 
Daniel  0.  Eddy,  Bostou,  Ixitd  i      " 

Win.  "W.  Bi'own,  Cambridge,  had        1      " 

Other  State  and  Ooiinty  officers  received  nearly  the  same  iiiini- 
ber  of  votes. 


iw  to  C'ciiigreas,  Ninth  Disli-ict — William  W.  Rice,  Worce.s- 
ter,  had  139  votes;  Elected.  George  F,  Vei'iy,  WorcesteE,  had  74  votes. 
Edward  W.  Clark,  Westboro',  had  S  votes. 

Fb'r  Senator  to  the  General  Gmwt,  Beeond  Wovcmter  Dktrict — Aaroa  C.  May- 
hew,  Milford,  had  137  votes;  Elected,  Alvin  Hall,  Doiiglaa,  had  7S  votes. 
Edward  A.  PeiTy.  Milfoi-d,  had  5  votes- 

Fbr  Bepi-eMrUaUm  to  the  General  Goui%  Secoiut*  Woive^tei-  Diafit'et—WiWiaoi 
H.  Cook,  Milford,  had  128  votes;  Elected.  Augustus  8.  Tuttle,  Milford, 
had  136  votes;  Elected.  George  G.  Parker,  Milford,  had 73  votes.  Pliillip 
A,  Glcason,  Milford,  had  71  votes.  George  V:  Clark,  Mendon,  had  4  votes. 
Joseph  D.  Hunt,  Milford,  had  4  votes.    Edwai-d  H.  Taft,  Mendou,  had  1 

Amount  of  taxes  foregone  during  the  yeiu-,  SIS3.C6. 


1877.  Mai'ch  5.  The  reports  of  the  town  officers  were  dis- 
posed of  as  usnal. 

■  Chose  David  Adamn,  Town  Clerk;  Gustavus  B.  Williams,  Al- 
.  bert  W.  Gaakill  and  Samnel  Harkness  Taft,  Selectmen;  John 
George  MetcaU,  Treasurei-;  Andrew  W,  Judsoii,  Constable;  An- 
drew W,  Jadson,, Collector,  at  $68.00;  John  E.  Hayward,  Koad 
Commissioner  for  three  years;  and  Gustavus  B.  Williams  and 
Lowell  0.  Cook,  School  Committee  for  three  yeai'S. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1500  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Voted  to  rtiise  and  appropriate  $500  for  incidental  expenses. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appi'opriate  $1400  for  the  payment  of  in- 
terest on  the  debt. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  ^1000  for  repairs  of  roads  and 
bridges. 

Gustavus  B.  Williams,  Ezekiel  P.  Gaskill,  John  E.  Hayward, 
Eli  Bates,  Peny  Wood,  Albert  W.  GaskiU  and  Fraueis  F.  Taft, 
were  chosen  a  committee  and  authorized  to  purchase,  in  behalf 
of  the  town,  a  farm,  suitable  for  the  accommodation  of  the  poor, 
and  ifc  was  voted  that  five  of  the  committee  should  be  unafdmous. 

•  The  state  hafl  l>een  dletrlcted  anew. 
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Voted  that  tlie  Road.  Oomiuissioiiers  shall  pay  Jiot  to  exceed 
fifteen  cents  per  hour  for  labor  on  the  highway. 

Voted  the  School  Cominittee  appoint  a  Snperiii  ten  dent  uf 
Schools,  and  the  Rev.  George  F.  Clark  was  appointed. 

Voted  that  to  all  taxes  not  paid  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of 
September  of  the  present  year,  one  per  cent,  per  month  shall  be 
added  nntil  paid. 

The  list  of  Jiirors  was  adopted  as  follows,  vk; 

Jolin  R.  Haywarcl,  Edwaid  S.  WorUieu,  Ritmau  W.  Taft,  William  W. 
Nelaoa,  John  C.  Wood,  F.  P,  (Jaskill,  Benj,  F.  Aldricli.  LoweU  C.  Cook, 
Oliiu'les  Fletcher,  Aldrich  B.  Cook,  Samuel  H.  Taft,  S.  W.  Wilcox,  A,  W. 
Qaskil],  Samuel  A.  Bennett,  Q«orge  F.  Lowell,  Silas  Dudley,  Jr.,  Hii'ain 
P.  Butler,  Alauson  Taft. 

Voted  to  continue  the  Higli  School  the  ensuing  yeiir. 

Voted  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  fco  borrow  money,  if 
necessa.ry,  for  the  payment  of  bonds  becoming  due  the  current 
year. 

Mai-ch  17.  Voted  that  the  Treasui-er  be  anthorized  to  borrow 
money  to  pay  current  expenses,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection 
of  the  taxes. 

Voted  that  Perry  Wood,  Eli  Bates  and  Francis  F.  Taft  be  a 
committee  to  pni-chase  a  site  and  build  a  lock-up  npon  the  same, 
and  the  sum  of  $300  wae  voted  to  be  raised  and  appropriated  for 
the  same. 

The  committee  purchased  the  law  office  of  the  late  Warren 
Raweon,  with  ground  attached  to  it,  and  fitted  the  same  for  the 
reception  of  Tramps.  "Within  the  building  a  cell  was  constrncted 
of  stone  and  iron,  for  the  safe-keeping  of  criminals. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  11000  for  the  support  of  the 
poor. 

The  committee  chosen  March  5,  upon  the  subject  of  a  farm, 
whereon  to  support  the  poor,  having  made  a  report. 

Upon  a  motion  made  by  PeiTy  Wood,  that  the  town  do  ])ur- 
chase  the  fai'm  foimerly  owned  and  occupied  by  Eli  Bates,  the 
vote  stood  36  in  the  affirmative  and  31!  in  the  negative. 

April  1.  Pnrsuant  to  Chap.  175  of  the  Acta  of  1873,  the 
Selectmen  appointed  Andrew  W.  Judson,  Keeper  of  the  Lock-up 
in  the  town  of  itfendon,  and  fixed  his  compensation  at  the  sum 
of  ten  dollars  per  yeai'.  Mr.  Judson  was  then  duly  qualifledj 
being  sworn  before  G.  B.  Williams,  Esq. 
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Oct.  13.  There  being  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Collector  for 
the  years  1869,  1870,  1871,  1873,  1873,  1874  and  1875,  caused 
by  the  decease  of  Fi-ancis  E.  Wheelock,  collector  for  those  years, 
the  Selectmen,  according  to  law,  appointed  Audi-ew  W.  Jndson, 
Collector  pro  tempore,  to  complete  the  collections  for  those  yeai's, 
Mr.  Jndson  was  duly  qnalifiod,  and  entered  at  once  upon  the 
duties  of  his  office. 

Nov.  6.  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  and  directed, 
for  tlie  future,  not  to  issue  orders  in  payment  of  the  salary  or 
1  of  any  offleei's  of  the  town  before  they  have  fully 
i  all  the  duties  and  completed  all  the  services  which 
they  were  elected,  or  were  appointed,  or  were,  by  contritct,  to 
perform. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  examine  the  tax  lists  of  Collector  of 
taxes  monthly,  and  by  actnal  inspection  of  the  sums  of  interest 
collected,  if  any,  set  against  each  tax  payer's  name,  in  the  col- 
umns of  the  Collector's  book  for  that  purpose,  ascertain  whether 
such  sums  ai'e  coiTectly  calculated  and  stated,  and  also  the  totriti 
amount  of  interest  on  taxes  collected  for  that  mouth,  and  report 
the  same  to  the  Treasurer;  and  all  other  provisions  defining  the 
duties  of  the  Collector  in  relation  to  interest  oji  taxes  to  remain 
as  lieretofore  established  by  the  town. 

A''oted  that  whenever  Andrew  W.  Jndson,  Collector,  or  Collec- 
tor pro  tempore,  shall  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  upon 
him,  by  law,  commit  any  person  or  persons  to  prison  for  non- 
payment of  taxes,  and  such  person  is  discharged,  the  town  do 
exonerate  him  from  the  liability  to  which  he  is  subjected  by  the 
General  Statutes,  Chap.  13,  section  16. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  settle  with  the  representatives  of 
Francis  B.  Wheelock,  deceased,  late  collector  of  taxes. 

Voted  to  forego  the  sum  of  $108.94  in  A.  W.  Judsou's  collec- 
tion for  1869. 

Voted  to  forego  the  sum  of  $19.81  in  A.  W,  Judson's  collec- 
tion for  1870. 

Voted  to  forego  the  sura  of  |31,60  iu  A.  W.  Judson's  <^ollec- 
tion  for  1871. 

Voted  to  forego  t)ie  sum  of  133.94  in  A.  W.  Judson's  e{)llcc- 
tion  for  1873. 
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Voted  to  forego  tlie  sum  of  «68.16  in  A.  W.  Judson's  collec- 
tion for  1873. 

Voted  to  forego  the  sum  of  $81.06  in  A,  W.  Judson's  collec- 
tion for  1874. 

Voted  to  forego  the  enm  of  $94.09  in  A.  W.  Jndson'a  collec- 
tion for  1875. 

Voted  to  forego  the  sum  of  $63.05  in  A.  W.  Jndson's  collec- 
tion for  1876. 

STATE    ELECTION. 
For  Governor,         Alexander  H.  Rice,  Boston,  had      B5  votes.    Elected. 
William  Gfti9tou,  "       liad     60      " 

Robert  C.  Pitman,  Newton,  had  12  ■' 
For  Lt.  Governor,  H.  G.  Koight,  Easthampton,  had  97  " 
Wm.  K.  Plunitett,  Pittafield,  had  60  " 
Elijali  A.  Morse,  Canton,  had  11  " 
Thomas  L.  Lathrop  had  1      " 

Seiiaim-,  Second  Woreeslei'  Bisinct — William  Knowlton,  Upton,  had  96 
votes;  Elected.     Henry  A.  Aldiich,  Meudon,  Lad  64  votes, 

Mr  Beprea&nfatms  to  the  GmiefcU  (hurt,  Second  Worcestej-Distriet—W iiiiam 
H.  Cooit,  Milford,  liad  98  votes;  Elected.  Charles  A.  Davis,  Upton,  had 
98  votes;  Elected.  George  G.  Parker,  Milford,  had  59  votes.  Thomas  J. 
Hall,  Upton,  had  59  votes,  Oharles  0.  Jolmson,  Miifoi-d,  had  10  votes. 
George  F.  Clark,  Mendon,  had  10  votes. 

Amonnt  of  taxes  foregone  this  year,  $510.18. 


1878.  March  4.  After  hearing  the  reports,  of  the  varions 
town  officers,  David  Adams  was  chosen  Town  Clerk;  G-ustavns 
B.  Williams,  Albert  W.  Gaskill  and  Samuel  H.  Taft,  Selectmen; 
John  G.  Metcalf,  Treasurer;  Alexander  H.  Alien,  Micajah  C. 
Gaekill  and  liinus  B.  Staples,  Assessors;  and  Andrew  W.  Jnd- 
son,  Constahle  and  Collector. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  17000.00  for  de- 
fraying town  charges  the  current  year. 

Voted  that  to  all  taxes  remaining  unpaid  on  the  tenth  day  of 
September  of  the  current  year,  one  per  cent,  per  month  shall  he 
added. 

Voted  that  the  Assessors  be  instn.reted  to  print  and  distribnte 
a  copy  of  the  valuation  aud  assessment  of  taxes  for  the  present 
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Mrs.  Beruette  H.  Williams  was  appointotl  Snperiiitciidci] t  of 
Schools  by  the  School  Committee. 

USB   OF   THE  TOWN   HALL. 

Mai'ch  16.  Voted  that  for  the  use  of  the  Town  Hull,  by  the 
citizens  of  Meiidoa,  when  no  entrance  fee  is  chavgecl,  the  rent 
shall  he  one  dollar,  the  hall  to  he  closed  at  10  o'clock,  P.  M. 

That,  when  an  outranee  fee  is  charged,  and  the  proceeds  to  he 
applied  for  the  benefit  of  any  religious  society,  moral  I'eform 
movement,  Sunday  or  public  schools,  in  town,  the  rent  shall  he 
two  dollars,  the  Hall  to  be  closed  at  11  o'clock,  P.  M. 

That  dancing  parties  closing  lit  11  o'clock,  P.  M.,  shall  pay 
three  dollars. 

That,  in  all  other  cases,  when  an  entrance  fee  is  charged,  the 
Hall  to  be  closed  at  13  o'clock,  P.  M . ,  the  rent  shall  be  five  doUai's. 

That  members  of  the  High  School  may  have  the  use  of  the 
Hall  one  night  in  the  year,  free  of  chai'ge. 

Voted  that  the  Hall,  in  no  ease,  shall  he  occupied  or  open 
after  Vi  o'clock,  P,  M. 

LIST    OF   .ILIKOItB. 

John  R.  Hayward,  Henry  G.  Bates,  Piitm!.n  W.  Taft,  William  W.  Nei- 
son,  John  C.  Wood,  Bzekiel  P.  Gaskill,  Austin  Wood,  Lowell  C.  Cook, 
Silas  Dudley,  Jr.,  Royal  M.  Wheelock,  ^Linas  B.  Staples,  "Austin  A.  Taft, 
Aldrich  B.  Cook.  Samuel  H.  Taft,  Samuel  W.  Wilcox,  Albert  W.  Gaskill, 
Samuel  A.  Bennett,  George  F.  Lowell,  Hiram  P.  Bntler. 
STATE    ELECTION. 

For  Governor,         Tliomas  Talbot,  K,,  !09  votes. 

Benj.  F.  Butler,  G.,  !i3      " 

Josiah  G.  Abbott,  D.,  31      " 

Alonzo  A.  Miner,  Pro.,  5      " 

For  Lt.  Governor.  Jolin  D.  Long,  113      " 

.lohu  F,  Arnold,  29      " 

William  R.  Plunkett,  2S      " 

George  0.  Ewing,  5 

B^wseniaMve  to.  Oongreu,  Mntk  iJwdtcf— William  W.  Rice,  Worcesiter, 
R.,  114  votes.  Eli  Thayer,  Worcester,  Democrat  and  Greenback,  50  votes. 
Timothy  A.  Smith.  Westhoro',  Pro.,  6  votes. 

Councillor,  Second  i«s(rici— William  O  Taylor,  Boston,  It.,  118  votes. 
George  A.  Sbaw,  Boston,  D.  &  G.,  51  voles.  Timothy  A.  Smith,  Westhoro', 
5  votes. 

Senator,  Secoml  Wmeealer  i>i'8ir!'c(^Wi!liam  Knowlton,  Upton,  US  votes. 
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ieaj.  B.  Nourse,  Westtioro',  35  votes.     Sylvester  C,   Fay,   Southboro',  5 


8  to  the  Oenei'ai  Ckwrt.  Second  Worcester  BMriet — Isaac  N. 
Crosby,  Milfocd,B,,  117  votes;  Elected.  Homer  W.  Dai-ling,  Mendoo,  R,, 
118  votes;  Elected.  William  H.  8cammell,  Milford,  33  votes.  Albert  W. 
Uaskill,  Mendon,  33  votes.  Theodore  N.  Bhennan,  Milford,  33  yotes.  Alex- 
ander H.  Allen,  Meudon,  33  votes.  Charles  C.  Johnson,  Milford,  4  votes. 
Delano  Patrick,  MUford,  4  votes. 

By  the  Aaeessora'  return  it  was  found  that  the  imniber  of  the 
enrolled  militia  was  133. 

Nov,  5.  At  a  meeting  held  this  day  it  was  voted  to  adopt  the 
following  Pi'ovisiona,  AiTangements  and  By-Laws  of  the  Town 
of  Mendon  "concerning  Truant  Children  and  Ahsentees  from 
School." 

Section  1.  Any  of  the  persons  described  in  tlie  first  section  of  the  "  Act 
concerning  truant  children  and  absentees  from  school,  approved  May  3, 
1873,"  Hpon  conviction  of  any  offence  thei'ein  described,  shall  be  punislied 
by  a  fine  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars,  or  by  confinement  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  two  years  in  the  place  hereinafter  desigoated. 

Section  3.  The  School  Committee  shall  annually.  In  the  month  of  March, 
appoint  and  fix  the  compensation  of  two  suitable  persons  to  be  designated 
as  Truant  Officers,  who  shall  alone,  in  case  of  violation  of  these  By-Laws, 
be  authorized  to  make  complaint  and  cany  into  execution  the  judgment 
thereon. 

Section  8.  In  case  a  Truant  Officer  shall  find  any  person  between  tlic 
ages  of  seven  and  fifteen  years,  belonging  to  any  of  the  public  schools  in 
said  town  of  Mendon,  during  school  Lours,  wandering  about,  in  or  near 
any  street,  square,  common,  lane  or  by-way,  or  any  public  place  of  I'esort 
or  amusement,  without  sufficient  eitcuse  for  Ids  absence  from  school,  lie 
shall  apprehend  such  person  and  take  him  lo  his  school,  in  case  he  shall 
not  deem  it  proper  to  file  a  complaint  against  the  offender,  and  shall,  forth- 
with, notify  the  parent  or  guardian  of  the  child  of  his  doings  in  the  prem- 

Section  4.  The  Ti'uant  offlcera  shall  keep  i  true  reeoid  ot  their  proceed- 
ings, of  the  number  of  offences  noticed  complamts  made  acquittals  or 
convictions  had,  the  punishments  awarded  therefor  the  names  of  the  par- 
ties dealt  with,  together  with  the  names  of  then  parents  or  guardians,  a 
copy  of  which,  wiUi  a  statement  in  detail  of  the  cost  to  the  town  of  their 
services  and  the  amount-of  fines  received  shall  be  deh^ered  to  the  School 
Committee  annually,  on  or  about  the  fifteenth  day  of  February;  and  the 
School  Committee  shall  incorporate  the  substance  of  these  records  into 
their  reports,  for  the  information  of  the  town 

Section  5.    Tlie  Truant  School  established  in  the  city  of  Woi'cester  ia 
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hereby  assigned  and  provided  as  tiie  suitable  place  for  the  couflnement, 
discipiine  and  instruction  mentioned  in  section  one  of  the  &ct  aforesaid. 

Section  6.  The  Justice  of  the  court  having  jurisdiction  in  the  e«scs  ai'ia- 
ing  under  these  By-Laws  shall  receive,  for  his  aerviees,  the  fees  allowed  by 
law  in  criminal  cases. 


1879,  Mai'cli  3.  After  the  clioiee  of  Julius  A,  George,  Mod- 
erator, and  the  reading  of  the  repovte  of  the  town  officers, 

Chose  David  Adams,  Town  Clerk;  Horace  C.  Adams,  Alexan- 
der H,  Allen  and  Albert  W.  Gaskill,  Selectmen;  John  G.  Met- 
caif,  Treasurer;  Alexander  H,  Allen,  Mioajah  C.  Gaskill  and 
James  J,  Nutter,  Assessors;  Andrew  W.  Jiidson,  Constable  and 
Collector,  and  Putman  W.  Taft,  Juliuw  A.  George  and  Walter 
M.  Wheelock,  Auditora. 

Voted  to  raise  for  schools $1200  00 

"      "      "    ■'  highways  and  bridges 800  00 

"       '•      "     "  support  of  the  poor 1500  00 

'■       ■  interest  on  town  debt 1100  00 

"     "    "  incidental 800  00 

"       "      "     "  payment  town  debt 1000  00 

"       "      "     "  repair  of  school  house 430  00 

I64S0  00 
Voted  to  continue  the  High  School  for  the  benefit  of  all  the 
inhabitants,  and  that  the  School  Committee  appoint  a  Superin- 
tendent.    Kev.  Geo.  F.  Clark  was  appointed  to  that  office. 

The  Board  of  Road  Commissioners  having  been  abolished, 
thirteen  Highway  SniTeyors  were  chosen. 

Nov.  4.  STATE    ELECTION'. 

For  Governor,         John  D.  Long,  R.,  hud  109  votes. 

Benj.  F.  Butler,  G.,  liad  60      " 

John  Q'  Adams,  D.,  had        10     " 
Daniel  C.  Eddy,  Pro.,  had        3      *■ 
For  Lt.  Governor,  Byron  Weston  had  lOfl      " 

Albert  C.  Woodworth  had        58      " 
Wm.  R.  Plunkett  had  14     " 

Timothy  K.  Eai-le  had  3     " 

OouneiUor,  8ec<md  Dish-iet—VliWiawi  O.  Taylor  had  109  votes.  William 
A.  Hodges  had  69  votes.     Timothy  A.  Smith  had  3  votes. 

Senator,  Seixmd  Wore«»t&r  Diatriet — William  Abbott,  Douglas,  R.,  had  109 
votes;  Chai'les  Bigelow,  Grafton,  D.  and  G.,  had  69  votes,  Sylvester  C. 
Fay,  Southboro,  Pro.,  had  8  voles. 
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Seiirese/italitBs  to  the  Qenm-al  Ooiii-t,  Second  Worcester  Vistrkt — Isiia«  N, 
Crosby,  Milford.  R,  liad  lOflvotes;  Elected.  Beuj.  A.  Joui-dan,  Upton,  B.. 
109;  Elected.  Thos.  .L  Hall,  Upton.  D,,  Lad  61  votes.  TIios.  J.  Hall, 
West  Upton,  D..  had  3  votes,  Patrick  WcGarry,  Milfovd.  had  83  votes. 
Jas.  F.  Stratton,  Milford,  had  80  votes.  Danl.  Keed,  Milford,  had  5  votes. 
Ebenezer  Belknap,  Milford,  had  1  vote,  Ebenezer  Belknap  had  S  votes. 
Joseph  D.  Hunt,  Milford,  had  3  votes.     J,  D,  Hunt.  Mllfoi-d,  had  1  vote. 

Alexander  H.  Allen  having  resigned  his  oifice  as  Selectman, 
the  following  resolntions,  offered  by  Saml.  H,  Taft,  were  nnaui- 
mously  adopted: 


d  that  the  voters  of  Mendon  receive  witli  sincere  regret  the  resig- 
Htitiou  of  Mr.  Alesauder  H,  Allen  as  chairman  and  member  of  the  Board  of 
Selectnieu  and  of  the  Boai-d  of  Assessors  of  said  Towni  that  they  tender 
liim  their  hearty  thanks  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  has  discliarged 
tlie  duties  of  the  numerous  Town  Offices  that  liave  been  confided  to  him  in 
the  course  of  a  long  series  of  yeara,  and  express  the  hope  that  he  may  be 
speedily  restored  to  health,  and  long  remain  one  of  our  inhabitants, 

3.  Voted  that  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  place  upon  the  records  of  the. 
town,  the  resolution  gust  passed  and  forward  a  copy  thereof  to  Mr,  Allen, 

BT-LAWS   OF  THE  TOWN    OF   MENDON, 

MiircJi  15.  The  following  By  Laws  were  this  day  adopted: 
1,  If  any  person  shall  use  obscene  language  or  commit  any  manner  of 
.mischief  or  otherwise  misbehave  in  &  disorderly  manner  in  any  street,  high- 
way ov  gangway,  or  In  any  building  or  other  public  place  in  said  Town,  to 
the  disturbance  or  annoyance  of  the  peaceable  inhabitants  thereof,  or  any 
portion  of  them,  or  shall  aid,  assist,  encourage  or  promote  the  same  to  be 
done  by  any  other  pei'son  or  persons  he  shall  be  fined'  not  less  than  two 
dollars  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars. 

3.  If  any  person  shall,  with  the  alleged  object  of  celebrating  the  anniver- 
sary of  American  Independence,  or  on  any  occasion  of  public  or  party 
rejoicing,  or,  at  any  other  time,  when  peaceable  persons  are  thereby  an- 
noyed or  alarmed.  Are  or  discharge  any  gun,  fowling  piece  or  fire  arm,  or 
make  any  bonfire  or  other  needless  Are,  or  shall  aid,  assist,  encourage  or  . 
promote  the  same  to  be  done  by  any  other  person  or  persons  in  any  street 
or  public  place  within  one  half  mile  from  the  Post  Office  in  said  Town,  he 
shall  be  fined  not  less  than  two  dollars  nor  more  tlian  twenty  dollars. 

3.  If  any  person  shall  tie  or  fasten  any  horse,  cattle  or  team  to  any  of  the 
trees  planted  on  the  public  highways  or  streets  or  any  public  lands  in  said 
town  for  shade  or  ornament,  or  any  thing  put  up  for  Uieir  protection,  he 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence  a  sum  not  less  than  one  dollar  nor 
more  than  ten  dollars. 

4.  If  any  person  shall,  maliciously,  wantonly  or  carelessly,  daub  with 
paint,  cut,  deface  or  otherwise  injure  any  public  trees,  fences,  buildings, 
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furniture  therein,  or  otlier  objects  useful  or  ornameiitnl  he  shall  he  fitierl 
not  less  than  two  dollars  nor  more  than  ten  dollars. 

5.  If  any  person  shall  throw  ft  eai-cass  of  any  dead  animal  into  any  of  the 
ponds,  streams  or  waters  within  the  limits  of  said  town,  or  if  any  person 
shall  leave  any  such  carcass  of  any  such  animal  to  decay  on  the  surface  of 
the  ground  or  insufficiently  buried  thei'ein,  near  any  building  or  road  or 
other  highway  iu  said  town,  he  shall  pay  for  every  such  offence  a  sum  not 
less  than  five  dollars  nor  more  than  ten  dollars. 

6.  If  any  person  shall  coast  or  ma  down  in,  into,  across  or  along  any  of 
the  streets  or  highways  in  said  town  on  any  other  thing  than  a  single  hand 
sled,  or  in  the  night  time  or  on  any  side  wallt  in  said  town  upon  the  snow 
or  ice,  he  shall  tor  each  offence  be  fined  not  less  than  one  dollar  nor  more 
than  five  dollars. 

7.  If  any  person  shall  play  at  bull  or  throw  balls  or  stones,  or  snow  balls, 
or  foot  halls,  or  throw  any  missiles,  by  hand  or  otherways,  on  or  within 
any  portion  of  any  street  in  said  town  opposite  the  land  of  aji  abutter 
thereon  after  such  abutter  shall  have  forbidden  liim  so  to  do,  he  shall  be 
fined  not  less  than  one  dollar  nor  more  than  five  dollars. 


l880.  Mai'cii  1.  It  being  the  annual  meeting,  Julius  A. 
George  was  ehoaen  Moderator. 

The  usual  town  officers  were  then  chosen  as  follows,  viz: — 

David  Adams,  Town  Clerk;  Gnstavna  B.  Williams,  Albert  W. 
Gaskill  and  Horace  C.  Adams,  Selectmen;  John  G.  Metealf, 
Treasurer;  Micajah  C,  Gaskill,  James  J.  Nutter  and  Charles  H, 
Allen,  AesesBoi-s;  Ezekiel  P.  Gaskill,  Liberty  Freeman  and  Gil- 
bei't  Gaskill,  Overeeere  of  the  Poor;  Mrs.  Melissa  U.  George  and 
Lowell  C.  Cook,  School  Committee  for  three  years;  Julius  A. 
George,  Putman  W.  Taft  and  Walter  M,  Wheelock,  Auditors; 
Liberty  Freeman,  Collector  of  Taxes,  and  Martin  Thayer, 
Constable. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  following  sums  of  money, 
via: — 

For  the  support  of  Schools $1300.00 

"  repairs  of  Roads  and  Bridges 1000,00 

"  support  of  the  Poor 1000.00 

"  interest  on  the  Town  debt  1100.00 

"  payment  on  account  of  town  debt 1000.00 

•'  Incidental  expenses 800.00 

"  publication  of  the  "Annals  of  Mendon," 1000.00 

'■  furnishing  School  house  in  District  No.  5 75.00 

"  conveyance  of  children  to  and  from  school 75.00 

$6840.00 
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The  subject  of  the  publication  of  a  Town  History  was  refeiTcd 
to  a  committee,  and  Mieajah  0.  Gaskiii,  Putinan  W.  Taft,  Gus- 
tavus  B,  Williams  and  Julius  A.  George  were  then  chosen  as  the 
committee. 

.  March  .13th,  The  eonimittoe  above  chosen  made  a  report 
recommending  the  publication  of  a  Town  History,  and  were 
then  instrncted  to  ascertain  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which 
Dr.  John  G.  Metcalf'a  manuscript,  entitled  "Annals  of  Men- 

■don,"  can  be  procnred  for  publication  by  the  town,  as  well  as 
the  total  cost  of  publication,  and  report  at  an  adjourned  meeting 
to  be  held  April  3,  proximo. 

April  3.  Tlie  committee  made  a  verbal  report  that  the  man-, 
uscript  histoi'y  of  the  town  by  Dr.  John  G.  M  etcalf  could  be  had 
for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  doliai's,  iuid  the  total  cost  for  the 
printing,   binding  and  selling  four   hundred  copies  would  be 

■  about  eight  hundred  dollars  more;  whereupon  the  town  passed 
the  following  Totes  via: — 

Voted — tliat  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  and  directed  to  tiorcow,  on  the 
credit  of  the  town,  at  the  lowest  possihle  rates  of  interest,  the  sum  of  one 
thovtaand  dollai's  to  meet  the  expense  necessaiy  for  the  purchase  and  pub- 
lication of  four  hundred  copies  or  more  of  the  manuscript  history  of  Men- 
don  of  Dr.  John  G.  Metcalf,  entitled,  by  him,  "  Annals  of  Mendon;"  and 
said  sum,  or  so  much  aa  may  be  found  necessary  is  hereby  appropriated 
for  that  purpose.  The  note  or  notes  issued  under  this  vot*  to  run  one  year 
from  the  date  thereof,  and  before  being  isisued.  to  be  approved  bya  majori- 
ty of  the  Selectmen  and  certified  by  them  to  come  within  the  limit  of  the 
sum  hereby  voted. 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  on  the  Town  History  be  anthorized  and 
directed  to  purchase  the  Manuscript  History  of  Mendon,  of  Dr,  John  Q, 
Metcalf,  entitled  by  him,  "  Annals  of  Mendon,"  and  cause  four  liuadred 
copies,  at  least,  of  the  same,  to  be  published  for  the  town  oa  the  best  pos- 
sible terms  and  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Voted  that  the  Committee  on  the  Town  History  be  authorized  and 
directed  to  advertise  and  sell  the  edition  of  the  Town  History,  wlien  pub- 
lished, in  such  manner  as,  in  their  judgment,  is  most  for  the  interest  of  the 

Voted,  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  dispose  of  the  Surplus  Eev- 
enne  Investments,  in  possession  of  the  Town,  and  apply  the  proceeds  to 
the  redemption  of  outstanding  Bonds  of  the  town  which  mature  during  the 
current  year. 
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&KADTJATES   FEOM    COLLEGER   AND    RCnOOLS, 


Gundd  Ri«^oQ    (Hi 
Moses  Taft 
Joseph  Don 
Ezia  Tliajei 
Ale\au<1ei  Scammell. 
Amariali  Frost, 
William  Jennison, 
Samuel  Jennisoa, 
Joiiu  Eugene  Tyler, 
DantBl  Petera, 
Samuel  Dextev, 
Warren  Hawsou, 
Sotli  Oliapio,  , 
Peter  Wheelock, 
Samuel  S,  Adams, 
Preserved  Smith, 
Samuel  Allen, 
George  Taft,    (Brow 
.WUliam  So 
John  Locke  Daggett,  (Bi 


. .1751 
. ,17S2 
-.1754 


1813 

"       1814 

Univei-sity) 1815 

(Harvard) 1817 

fwn  University) 1831 

1831 


Charles  0.  F.  Hastings, 
Hosea  D.  South  wick, 
Theopliiius  P,  Doggett, 

Nathan  George,  "  "         1330 

Edward  Freeman,  "  ■'         1833 

Eli  TMyer,  "  " 1845 

George  Capron,  "  '■         1847 

Eno3  N  Taft,  (Tale) 1850 

Samuel  P,  Bates,  (Brown  University) 1851 

Hamilton  B.  Staples,  "  "        1851 

Julius  A.  George,  (Lawrence  Scientific  School) 1860 

Carlton  A.  Staples,  (Meadeville  Theo.  School) 1858 

Nahor  A.  Staples,  "  "  "      1854 


Page  10.     Oandlewood  for  Condiewood. 
■'    20.     On  first  line,  1667  for  1777. 
"     31.     For  occumliet  read  occumbit. 
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